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NHUNG VAN DE TU BIEN HOC

PHAN TICH POI CHIEU TiNH TU TIENG VIET
”T\RANG”, “PEN” MIEU TA MAU DA ,
VA NHUNG PON VI TUONG DUONG TRONG TIENG ANH

Tém tit: Dua vao nhimg cr liéu ngdn ngit chinh tir
hai tir dién tiéng Viét va tiéng Anh, bai viét nay phan
tich hai cap tinh tir tiéng Viét “tring” va “den”,
“white” va “black” dugc sir dung dé miéu ta mau da.
Bai viét chi ra nhimng nét tuong dong va khac biét giita
hai cdp tinh tir nay trong chu d& dang xét, dé tir do dé
xuét nhitng don vi trong dwong trong hai ngdn ngir
khi miéu ta mau da. Két qua nghién ctru co thé 1a
ngudn tai liéu tham khao dang tin cay cho gido vién,
hoc sinh, nguoi lam cong tac bién dich, phién dich va
nha khoa hoc bién soan tir dién hai ngon nglr Viét - Anh.

Tir khéa: Tring, den, mau da.

Abstract: Based on the linguistic evidence from two
English and Vietnamese dictionaries, the current paper
carries out a contrastive analysis of two pais of
Vietnamese adjectives “trang” and “den” and English
adjectives “white” and “black” used to describe
human skin colours. It attempts to concentrate on the
similarities and differences between the two pairs of
adjectives in the subject, then suggests equivalents in
the two languages used to describe human skin
colours. The findings of the study can be a reliable
reference for teachers, students, translators, interpreters
and dictionrary writers in Vietnamese and English.

Keywords: White, black, skin colours.

1. Gioi thiéu

Mau da ngudi ¢ thé co rat nhidu mau sic
khac nhau, tir rit dam cho dén rét nhat, g?m
nhu khong mau. Mau da loai nguoi 1a mot chu
dé nghién ctru ctua nhiéu nha sinh vat hoc va
dia 1y hoc. V& mit sinh hoc, mau séc cua da do
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luong sic t6 melanin trong da quyét dinh,
nhiéu thi 1am cho da d4m den lai va it thi lam
cho da c6 mau nhat hon. V& mit dia 1y hoc,
mau da loai ngudi trén toan cau co lién quan
chit ch& v6i vi do trai dat va yéu té quyét dinh
1a sy phan bd luong tia cyc tim & nhitng ving
khéc nhau. Theo tac gia Barsh (2003), nhiing
ngudi co ngudn gdc t6 tién gan dudng xich dao
c6 mau da sdm mau hon dé bao vé minh khoi
tia cyc tim cua mat troi, mot trong nhiing yéu
t6 gay ung thu da. Trong khi 6, mau da nguoi
c6 to tién ¢ xa dudng xich dao c6 mau sang
hon dé hip thu vitamin D, gitp duy tri sirc
khoe, dac bi¢t 1a giup xuong khoe manh. So
v6i nude Anh, Viét Nam gan duong xich dao
hon nén ngudi Viét noi chung c6 nudc da sim
mau hon ngudi Anh. Con nguoi ¢ hai dan tdc
nay cling c6 nhiing quan niém, thai d§ khac
nhau vé mau da. Vi vy, y niém vé ngdn ngir
dugc ding dé miéu ta mau da ciing khong
gidng nhau.

Mau da 13 mét chu dé kha phd bién trong
giao tiép cua nguoi Viét, nhung khi giao tiép
v&1 ngudi Anh, nguoi Viét ban ngir doi lac gép
kho khan trong viéc st dung nhitng don vi
ngon ngir dé chi mau da. Vi vay, bai viét budc
dau nghién ctu hai cap tinh tir tiéng Viét
“trang”, “den” va tiéng Anh “black”, “white”
dé tim hiéu nhimg nét twong dong va khac biét
giita chung va qua d6 dé& xuat nhiing don vi
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twong duong trong hai ngén ngir.

2. N¢i dung

2.1. Tinh tir tiéng Viét “tring” va tinh tir
tieng Anh “white” miéu ta mau da

2.1.1. Tinh tir tiéng Viét “trdang”

Mau frdng 1a mau sang nhét trong tit ca
cac mau va thuong dugc nam trong thé doi
1ap v6i den 1a mau toi nhat trong tat ca cac
mau. Khi dugc dung dé miéu td mau da, tinh
tor “trang” c6 nghia 1a “c6 mau sang, phan
biét véi nhitng cai cung loai ma sim mau
hodc ¢6 mau khac” [1, tr.1301].

Vi du:

Gio dwa nhong nhanh trai gon

Cé kia da tring mdt tron dé hun. (Ca dao)

Ciing nhu nhitng tinh tir chi mau da tiéng
Viét khéc, tinh tr “trang” miéu ta mau da noi
chung, chir khong miéu ta mét bo phan cu theé.

Vi du:

Téc den, da trang my miéu

Md ma ¢6 ngdn, nudng chiéu me cha. (Ca dao)

Trong van hod nguodi Viét, nguoi con gai co
da trang thi dong nghia la tat ca by phan cua co
thé déu c6 da mau tring: mat tring, tay trang,
chan trang,...

2.1.2. Tinh tir tiéng Anh “white”

Khi duoc ding dé miéu ta mau da, tinh tir
tiéng Anh “white” dugc tac gia Hornby (2020)
dinh nghia la “tréng, tai nhot vi xuc dong hoac
bi bénh” [3, tr.1780].

Vi du:

He looked red-eyed and white-faced,
slightly fearful and anxious [3] (Tam dich: Mit
anh 4y trong do6 1én va mdt thi tdi nhot (ra), bat
dau so hai va lo lang).

Khac voi tinh tir tiéng Viét “tring”, tinh tir
tiéng Anh “white” mi€u td mot bd phan cua co
thé, ma cu thé 13 miéu ta mau da ctia khuon
mat, vi chinh khuén mat 1a bd phan biéu 16
cam xuc, tAm trang rd nét nhat.

Vi du:

She went white as a sheet when she heard
the news [3, tr.1780].

Cau trén khong thé dich sang tiéng Viét 1a
“Khi biét tin 40, c6 ay tring nhu to gidy, (cdu
sai). Chu tir “She” (C6 ay) & ddy mudn néi dén
khudén mat cua co éy, noi biéu hién cam xtc
khi tin d6 dén v6i c6. Theo Tir dién tric tuyén
Cambridge, trong van hdéa ngudi Anh, thanh
ngli: (as) white as a sheet dugc miéu ta cach
dung nhu sau: If someone is (as) white as a
sheet, their face is very pale, usually because of
illness, shock or fear. Tam dich: Néu ai dé
dugc miéu ta 1a (as) white as a sheet, thi mat
cua nguoi do trong tai mét, thuong do bi bénh,
bi sb¢ hodc do s¢ hii). Nhu vay, vi du trén co
thé tam dich 1a: Khi biét tin do, mit c6 Ay tré
nén tai mét.

2.1.3. Bon vi twong dwong chi mau da sang
trong hai ngon ngir

C6 thé thay rang, trong van héa ngudi Viét,
tinh tir “trang” khi duoc dung dé miéu ta mau
da n6i chung thudong c6 nghia tich cuc, chi mau
da dep, dé nhin. Trai lai, tinh tr tiéng Anh
“white” dugc dung voi nghia tiéu cuc dé chi
mau sdc cia khuén mit cua ai d6 khi bi bénh
hodc do s¢ hai. Hai tinh tir nay cling khac nhau
vé mit thoi gian miéu ta. Trong khi tinh
“trang” miéu ta mau da ciia mot ngudi ndo do
mang tinh on dinh, 1au dai, thi nguoc lai, tinh
tu “white” dugc st dung dé miéu ta& mau da
cua khuon mat trong mot thoi gian nhét dinh.
Tt nhiing phan tich trén, cé thé két luan rﬁng,
khi miéu td mau da, tinh tir tiéng Viét “tring”
va tinh tir tiéng Anh “white” (tai mét) khong
thé 13 hai don vi ngdén ngit twong duong nhau.

Do ngudi Viét va ngudi Anh c6 hai nén vin
hoa va hai ngon ngit rat khac nhau, mau da cta
hai dan toc noi chung ciing khong giéng nhau.
Vi vay, di tim nhiing cdp don vi ngdn ngir
trong duong dé miéu ta ciing mot mau da cu
thé chi mang tinh chét tuong ddi.

Dé chi mau da trang, sang, nguoi Vi€t dung
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tinh tir “trdng”, con ngudi Anh ding mot sd
tinh tur, thuat nglt khac nhau.

Fair.Lamdt tinh ttr chi mau da sang, nhat mau [3].

Tinh tir “fair” dwoc ngudi Anh dung dé
miéu td mau da ctia mdt ngudi nhung thuong
c6 diéu kién nguoi d6 co toc mau sang va duoc
dung két hop vai danh tur.

Vi du: All my family are fair-skinned (Tam
dich: Tat ca moi ngudi trong gia dinh t6i c6 da
trang). (Tw dién truc tuyén Cambridge)

Light. Ciling 1a mot tinh tr chi mau da sang,
nhat mau, dbi 1ap voi tir “dark” (da den, sim mau [3]).

Nguoi Anh thuong st dung tinh tir “light” &
dang so sanh hon “lighter” (sang hon, tring
hon) két hop véi danh tir “skin” (da) dé miéu ta
mau da cua ai do6 trong sy so sanh véi mau da
den hon, sim mau hon.

Vi du:

My mother is /light. (Cau it phd bién)

My mother has lighter skin (Tam dich: Me¢
t6i ¢6 da trdng).

Qua phan tich trén, c6 thé di dén két luan
rang, trong hai don vi ngdn ngir vira xét & trén,
don vi tuong duong vdi tinh tir “trang” trong
tieng Anh la cum danh tor chi so sanh hon
“lighter skin” (da tring), nhung khong can thiét
phai dé cap dén mau da nguoi khac trong khi
so sanh.

Nguoc lai, tinh tr “white” cling c6 mot )
don vi twong duong trong tiéng Viét.

Trang béch. La mot tinh tir miéu ta mau da,
thuong 1a mau da mat, dugc cho 1a “trang nhot
nhat, [Vi du] Mit tring béch” [1, tr.1302].
Ngudi Viét ban ngit c¢6 thé dé dang nhan biét
rang, “trang bé&ch” dugc dung vdi nghia pha
dinh, chi mau sic da tring nhung do bénh, ¢
thé do bénh thiéu mau hodc suy dinh dudng
chtr khong hoan toan giong véi nhiing ddc tinh
cua tinh tir tiéng Anh “white” da miéu ta trén day.

Tai mét. Theo Hoang Phé [1, tr.1120], tai mét
c6 nghia la “tai dén muc nhot nhat nhu khong
con chut mau... [Vidu] ... Tai mét mat vi s¢”.

Trong hai tinh tir trén, tinh tor “tai mét” la
don vi tuong duong voi tinh tor “white” khi
miéu td mau da. Ca hai don vi trong hai ngén
ngit déu duoc dung dé miéu ta mau da mit &
trang thai “sang hon binh thudng vi bénh, hodc
so hai”.

2.2. Tinh tiv tiéng Viét “den” va tinh tir
tiéng Anh “black” miéu ti mau da

2.2.1. Tinh tir tiéng Viét “den”

Ngudi Viét sir dung tinh tir “den” dé miéu
ta mau da trong sy d6i lap voi “trang”. Khi
miéu td mau da, tinh tr “den” dugc Hoang Phé
(2018) dinh nghia 1a “c6 mau tdi, khong sang;
trai voi tring. [Vi du] ...nudc da den” [1,
tr.384]. Nguoi Viét thuong dung hai tinh tir d6i
lap tuyét ddi “tring” va “den” dé miéu t mau da.
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Hinh 1. Cdch miéu ta mau da phé bién ciia nguoi Viét

Vi du:

Da den duyén lgn vao trong

Mdy nguwoi da trang duyén bong ra ngodi.
(Ca dao)

Tuong tu nhu tinh tir “tring”, “den” ciing
duogc nguoi Viét st dung dé miéu td mau da
cua toan bd co thé, chu khong phai chi mét bo
phan cu thé. Mot nguoi dugc miéu ta 1a den co
nghia 1a nguoi d6 c6 (nudc) da sim mau, da
khong triang, khong sang. Cach dung cip tinh
tir nay thé hién & ciu ca dao dudi day.

Gap em anh hoi cau nay

Ngay xwa em tring sao ray em den

Hay em ldy phdi chong hén

Tham cong tiéc viéc nén den thé nay. (Ca dao)

2.2.2. Tinh tir tiéng Anh “black”

Do séng & xa dudng xich dao nén da cua
ngudi Anh thudng khéng c6 mau tdi, nén
ngudi Anh khong dung tinh tir “black” dé miéu
ta mau da. Trong van hoa cua ho, tinh tu
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“black” dugc dung dé chi nhitng dic tinh thude
vé nguoi da den [3] va co nét dé phan biét
chung toc véi nguoi da tring.

Vi du: a black woman writer (n@t tic gia
nguoi da den).

O day, da den (black) dugc ding dé chi
ngudn goc cua tac gia, chir khéng phai duoc
ding dé miéu ta mau da den trong su dbi lap
v6i mau da tring.

Khi miéu td mau da, nguoi Anh khong dung
cdp tinh tir doi lap tuyét ddi 1a “white” va
“black” nhu nguoi Viét, ma ho dung nhiing
tinh tir so sanh hon chi mic d6 trén truc bién

thién cua hai tinh tir d6i lap do.
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Hinh 2. Céch miéu ta mau da phé bién ciia ngieoi Anh

Pé miéu ta mau da ma nguoi Viét goi la
“den”, nguo1 Anh thuong dung tinh tir “dark”™.
Theo Hornby (2020), “dark” c6 nghia 1a “cé
mau nau, mau den” [3, tr.399]. Nguoi Anh
khong dung tinh tir “dark” ¢ vi tri bd ngit ma
thuong dung tinh tir nay két hop voi danh tir da.

Vi du:

Even if you have dark skin, you still need
protection from the sun [3, tr.399] (Tam dich:
Ngay ca khi ban ¢6 mau da den, ban van phai
can bao vé khoi anh néng mat troi).

He has darker skin (Tam dich: Anh éy co
mau da den).

2.2.3. Don vi twong dwong chi mau da co
mau toi, sam mau trong hai ngén ngir

Pé miéu ta mau da den, sim mau, nguoi
Viét thuong dung tinh tir “den”, con nguoi Anh
ding mot sb tir, thuat ngir khac nhau.

- Dark. La mot tinh tr chi mau da den hon,
sam mau hon.

Vi du:

President Barack Obama has dark skin
(Tam dich: Téng théng Barack Obama c6 mau
da den).

- Tanned. La mot tinh chi mau da t6i, sim
mau do tiép xtc nhidu v6i anh ning mat troi (If
a person or their skin tans, or tanned, they
become brown as a result of spending time in
the sun [3, tr.399]). Nhu vay, “tanned” la tinh
tir miéu ta mau da ngudi do yéu td bén ngoai
tac dong, chir khong phai 1a mau da tu nhién va
c6 don vi trong duong tiéng Viét 1a “ram ning”.

Trong hai tinh tir trén thi “dark™ 1a don vi
twrong duong véi tinh tir “den” trong tiéng Viét,
khi dugc st dung dé miéu ta mau da.

Ngoai cach sir dung dé chi ching toc ngudi
da den, tinh tir tiéng Anh “black” khong duoc
ngudi Anh st dung dé miéu ta mau da.

3. Két luin

Do su khac biét vé van héa va ngdn ngir,
tiéng Viét va tiéng Anh c6 nhitng tinh tir khac
nhau dé chi mau da sang va mau da téi, sAm
mau. P& chi mau da sing nhit, ngudi Viét
thuong dung tinh tr “tring”, con ngudi Anh
dung tinh tir “light”. Nguoc lai, dé miéu ta mau
da t6i, sAm mau, ngudi Viét thuong dung tinh
tr “den”, trong khi d6 ngudi Anh dung tinh tur
“dark”. Pang chu y hon, trong khi nguoi Viét
ding tinh tir chi mau sic “tring”, “den” dang
nguyén mau & vi tri bd ngi, thi ngudi Anh lai
dung nhitng tinh tr twvong duong & dang so
sanh hon & vi tri miéu ta cho danh tir.
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