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TU BAN PHAP KHAI THAC THAN CHI (GRAPHITES) O LAO CAI
(1924 — 1928)

Nguyén Pai Pong
Truong Dai hoc Khoa hoc - DH Thai Nguyén

TOM TAT

Lao Cai la mot tinh mién ndi phia Béc, dia phuong c6 ngudn tai nguyén khoang san phong phu, da
dang, dic biét 1a than chi. Do vay, chinh quyén thuc dan Phap cho tim kiém va khai thac than chi &
Lao Cai. Nghién ciru hoat dong tim kiém va khai thac than chi cua tu ban ¢ Lao Cai, tac gia sir
dung phuong phép lich sir va phuong phap logic, phuong phép phan tich, tong hop dé nghién ctu
nhirng noi dung: Nguyén nhan thi trueong thé gioi can nguyén lidu than chi; Viéc thanh lap Cong ty
Pong Duong than chi; phan tich nhu cau can xay dung nha may xtr Iy quang than chi; san lugng
khai thac va xuit khau than chi ¢ Lao Cai tir naim 1924 dén 1928. Két qua nghién ctru nay 13 co so
guan trong cho tac gia nghién ciu hoat dong khai thac than chi caa tu ban Phap trong nhitng ndm
1934 dén 1945,

Tw khéa: Khai mé Lao Cai; khai thdc mo; mé than chi; Céng ty Dong Dwong than chi; chinh
quyén thyec dan Phap.
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ABSTRACT

Lao Cai is a northern mountainous province, local with rich and diverse mineral resources,
especially graphite. Therefore, the French colonial government allowed to search and exploit
graphite in Lao Cai. Studying the graphite search and exploitation activities of capitalists in Lao
Cai, the author uses historical and logical methods, analytical and general methods to study the
following contents: the cause of the world market. world needs graphite materials; The
establishment of Indochina Graphite Company; analyzing the need to build a graphite ore
processing plant; Graphite production and export in Lao Cai from 1924 to 1928. This research
result is an important basis for the author to study the graphite mining activity of French capital in
the years 1934 to 1945.
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1. Gigi thigu

Khi tién hanh xam lugc Viét Nam, thuc dan
Phap rat them mubn tai nguyén mo Bic Ky.
Pau thé ky XX, ky su mé Charpentier nhan
dinh: “...Chinh tuong lai tot dep nhét la danh
cho Bic Ky, nho vao su giau ¢6 vé mo cua
né... rang Bac Ky cé nhiing tai nguyén riéng
vao loai quan trong nhét...” va rang “co thé
rut ra tir dat dai va long dét ciia nd mot nguon
thu nhap 16n cho nudc Phap” [1, tr. 32].

Lao Cai la ving dat c6 nhiéu tiém ning
khoang san, dac biét la than chi (graphit).
Than chi Ia mot trong nhirng nguyén liéu
quan trong dugc dung trong nhiéu nganh san
xuat khac nhau, dac biét 1a san xuat pin dién,
dc quy dién, bat chi. Nhu cau cua Phép va thé
gi6i vé than chi ngay cang ting nhanh, do sy
phét trién cua kinh té - x4 hoi. Vi vay, thuc
dan Phap cap giay phép cho bon tu ban tién
hanh cac hoat dong tim kiém, khai thac mo
than chi ¢ Lao Cai.

Van d khai thac mo than chi ¢ Lao Cai, tac
gia nghién cau: Nguyén nhan thi truong thé
giéi can nguyén lieu than chi; Thanh lap
Cong ty Bong Duong than chi; phén tich nhu
cau can xay dung nha may xu ly quing than
chi; san lugng khai thac va xuat khau than chi
& Lao Cai tir nam 1924 dén 1928.

2. Ngi dung

2.1. Cong ty Dong Dwong than chi (Société
indochinoise des Graphites)

Déi v6i Phap va cac nudc tu ban phuong Tay,
than chi 1a mét trong nhitng nguyén liéu quan
trong dugc str dung vao nhiéu nganh san xuat
khac nhau, dac biét l1a san xuit pin dién, ic
quy dién, bat chi. Nhu cau cia Phap va thé
gi6i vé than chi ngay cang ting nhanh, do su
phét trién cua kinh té - x4 hoi, trong khi do,
than chi trén thé gisi khong thuc sy nhiéu.
Chi mét sé nuéc s¢ hitu ngudn tai nguyén
nay, gdom: Madagascar, Srilanca, Canada va
Viét Nam.

Trudc ndm 1924, thi trudng than chi trén thé
gidi trong ddi 6n dinh nhd ngudn cung dén tir

Srilanca. Tuy nhién, vao nim 1924, phan 16n
mo than chi & Srilanca, khi d6 1a thudc dia
ctia Anh, déu bi ngung hoat dong, do chinh
sach cua chinh quyén thudc dia Anh. Piéu
nay da gy ra cudc khing hoang tram trong
than chi trén thi truong thé gidi, do cung
khong dap ung dugc cau.

Tir viéc mat can bang cung cau, gid ban than
chi trén thi truong thé gidi ting nhanh chéng.
Khai thac than chi tré thanh mot ngudn loi
16n ddi véi tu ban Phap. Gia than chi nim
1925 la 2.500 francs/ tan, twong dwong
khoang 160 déng bac Pong Duong/tan [2, tr.
15]. Pau nam 1926, gia than chi ting 1én 210
ddng bac/tan.

To L’Eveil économique de I’Indochine danh
gia: “Su tang gia cua than chi trén thi truong la
diéu kién thuan loi dé dau tu tai chinh cho viéc
khai thac than chi ¢ Bac Ky. Diéu nay thuc su
can thiét va ximg dang cho viéc sang lap cac
cbng ty khai théac than chi ¢ Lao Cai” [3].

Tir nhu cau cia thi truong thé gidi va nude
Phép vé than chi, tu ban Phap cho tim kiém,
khai thac than chi & Viét Nam. Két qua tim
kiém cia nguoi Phép, than chi c6 ¢ Lao Cai
va Yén Bai.

Dé khai thac than chi ¢ Lao Cai, Cong ty
Dong Duong than chi (Société indochinoise
des Graphites) duwgc thanh 1ap (ngay
8/4/1925). Pay la cong ty chuyén vé khai thac
mo, gém khai thac mé than chi, than hoac mo
kim loai va tt ca cac loai moé khac & bong
Duong va ¢ Phap. Ngoai ra, cong ty nay con
kinh doanh trong linh vuc thuong mai mo,
ché bién mé, ciing nhu cac san phidm phu tir
khai thac mé.

Luc dau, Coéng ty than chi Péng Duong
(Société des Graphites de 1’Indochine) duogc
thanh 14p va c6 tru s& tai Phap, s6 97 dai 10
Malesherbes, Paris. Khi thanh 1ap, Céng ty nay
¢6 vén kinh doanh 14 5 tri¢u francs. Pay 1a
cong ty c6 phan, mdi cb phan 1a 500 francs [4].
Ngay 20/6/1925, @ tap trung khai thac mo
than chi ¢ Lao Cai, Hoi ddng quan tri cua
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Cong ty Pong Duong than chi (Société
indochinoise des Graphites) chuyén tru so
chinh dén Lao Cai. Hoi dong quan tri da bd
nhiém Georges Barondeau lam giam déc, mot
nguodi duge danh gia 1a c¢6 rat nhiéu kinh
nghiém, am hiéu vé khai thac mo & ving
thuong du Béc Ky [5].

So vai cac cong ty khai mo ¢ Viét Nam, thi
Cong ty Pong Duong than chi Lao Cai ra doi
kh& muon, nguoi Phap danh gia cong ty nay
thuoc nhom “Nhiing ngudi cham tré” & Dong
Duong. Tuy ra doi mudn, nhung cong ty da
cho phat hanh c¢6 phiéu. Trong hinh 1 Ia hinh
anh ¢4 phiéu cua cong ty.

v

Societe Indochmmse des Graphites

S]( AU cAF'!TAL DE 3.600.000 FRANCS
J

Hinh 1. C6 phiéu ciia Céng ty Pong Duong
than chi nam 1926 [6]

2.2. Khai thac mé than chi

2.2.1. Xay dung nha may xuw ly quang than chi
O Lao Cai, ngudi ta phat hién mot mo than
chi bén bo trai cia song Nam Thi, cach trung
tdm Lao Cai khoang 4 km. M¢ than chi ¢ Lao
cai chay doc bo trai cua sdng Hong, cach
tuyén duong sit Ha Noi - Lao Cai ching 2
dén 4 km. Than chi con ¢é & Phé Lu, Bao Ha.
Viéc phat hién va khai thac mo than chi ¢ Lao
Cai 1a didu v6 cung quan trong vi nd cé thé
cung cap nguyén liéu cho sy phét trién cong
nghiép chung cua chinh quéc va ciing 1a yéu
t6 tao sy phét trién cho kinh té & thudc dia.
Day 1a ngudn nguyén liéu rat hiém va thuong
xuyén duoc kiém tim & thi truong Au Chau,
Phap va My dé san xuit que han, dién cuc va
ndi 10 trong luyén kim.

Ciing tir nam 1925, gia than chi trén thi truong
thé gioi tang 1én nhanh chong, day 1a mot trong

nhitng nguyén nhan thic day Cong ty than chi
Pong Duong quyét dinh chuyén tru s¢ chinh
sang Viét Nam, dit tai Lao Cai dé thuan loi
hon, thiic day khai thac than chi & day.

Tuy nhién, qua danh gia, than chi khai thac
duoc ¢ Lao Cai chira khoang 12 dén 15%
carbon, do vay van dé ché bién than chi khai
thac dé thu dugc than chi ¢ chét lugng tot
dugc dat ra. Viéc ché bién s giup ting gid
ban ciia san pham, giam chi phi van chuyén.
Trén thuc té, gia mdi tin than chi ham luong
85% la 2.500 francs (168 dong)/tan, trong khi
do, than chi tho chua qua xir ly chi c6 gia 3
dong/tan. Trong khi @6, chi phi cac loai khac,
nhu: van chuyén, may moc cho mdi tan da 1a
20 dong bac. Nhu vay, viéc khai thac va xuit
thd than chi ¢ Lao Cai sé khong cé 1ai, tham
chi thua 16 niang. Theo danh gia cua cac ky su
mo6 ciia Phap, dé c6 1 tan than chi dat ty &
85% can phai xtr ly 7 tan than chi thd khai
thac dugc & Lao Cai [2, tr.15].

Nam 1926, trong 1 via than chi ¢ Lao Cai, voi
trir lugng khoang 900.000 tan thi c6 450.000
tan can phai ché bién dé dat duoc than chi co
ham luong 88%. Vi chua co nha may Xur ly,
nén so6 quang than ch1 nay phal chd vé Phap
xir 1y sau d6 méi xuat khau. O Phap, cong ty
chuyén xur 1y than chi thé thanh than chi c6
ham luong 99% duoc dit tai Gauchy (mién
Bic nudc Phép).

Nam 1926, y tudng xay dung mot nha may xi
Iy quang than chi & Lao Cai dugc Cong ty
Pong Duong than chi nghién ctru voi sy hd
tro cia Cong ty Cong nghiép than chi Gauchy
(Société industrielle des graphites). Sau khi
dugc xdy dung, nha may nay c6 thé xir Iy 250
tAn quing than chi mdi thang, sau d6 ting 1én
450 tan/thang [5].

Nha may nay dugc xdy dung ngay bén bo
song Nam Thi, dugc trang bi may moc, thiét
bi hién dai. May tuyén quing than chi chay
bang ga, cong suat mdi may khoang 180 ma
lyc. Nam 1927, Cong ty tiép tuc dau tu xay
dung nha may xu 1y quang than chi th hai,
ngay canh khu mo khai thac. Cong sut thiét
ké ¢o thé xtr Iy 3.000 tan/nim. Nam 1928, nha
may dugc dau tu thém mot may moi cong
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suat 320 ma lyc, nang cong suét xir Iy quing
chi 1én khoang 300 tin mdi thang [7].

2.2.2. San lwong khai thdc va xudt khau than
chi ¢ Lao Cai (1924-1927)

Céc via than chi & Lao Cai duogc danh gia la
mé khai thac duy nhét & Bic Ky va Pong
Duong cho dén nim 1926, dong thoi 1a mo rat
quan trong vé trir lwong va chit lugng. Cong
ty da khoanh ving va dat dugc quyén sé hiru
trén mét dién tich khoang 32.000 ha.

Cong ty tap trung khai thac, chu yéu 1a khai
thac theo kiéu 16 thién, trong 3 via chinh, dai
khoang 1 km. Viéc khai thac than chi ¢ Lao cai
chi bt dau tir ndm 1924. Viéc khai théc khi d6
do Cong ty than chi Péng Duong tién hanh.
Tuy nhién, ngay 15/4/1926, cong ty nay sap
nhap vao Cong ty Dong Duong than chi.

Nam 1925, than chi khai thac & Lao Cai dat
221 tan, gia tri 230.000 francs. Trong 6 thang
nam 1926, xuét khau dwoc 418 tan.

DPén nim 1926, méi chi c6 1 via duogc khai
thac, trit luong khoang 25.000 tan [5]. Tur
nam 1926, hoat dong cia Cong ty Dong
Duong than chi Lao Cai rit ning dong. San
lwong than chi ting tir 221 tin ndm 1925 1én
492 tan trong 6 thang dau nim 1926. Nim
1926, Barondeau, Giam déc cua Cong ty du
doan, san lugng khai thac dugc trong tuwong
lai c6 thé dat tir 2.000 dén 3.000 tan/nam [3].
San lugng khai thac than chi cua tu ban Phap
& Lao Cai tir nam 1924 dén nam 1927 dugc
trinh bay trong bang 1.

Bang 1. Sdn luong than chi khai thac ¢ Lao Cai

(1924-1927) [8, tr. 6]

Nim San lwgng khai thac (T4n)
1924 300
1925 221
1926 814
1927 350

Nghién ctru vé khai thac than chi ¢ Lao Cai
trong nam 1924-1925, tac gia Ta Thi Thay
cho biét: “Nam 1924, cong ty Poéng Duong
Graphites san xuat 90 tin, 6 thang dau nim
1925, san xuét 143 tin, sang 6 thang cudi
nim, mdi thang khai thac duoc 60 tan. T4t ca
s6 quang khai thac déu dugc so ché roi dua vé

Phap dé ché lai tai mot nha may cua cong ty ¢
Saint Quentin” [9, tr. 35].

Séan lugng sut giam nam 1927 duoc ly giai la
do giam quy mé khai thac dé tai co cau lai
him mo va tap trung dau tu xay dung nha
may xu ly quang chi.

Than chi khai thac & Lao Cai chu yéu dugc
xuat khau vé Phap. N6 duoc chuyén cho tir
Lao Cai qua duong sat dén cang Hai Phong,
sau d6 chét 1én tau. Tau cho than chi xuét
phat tir cang Hai Phong va cap cang Havre,
mot trong nhitng cang hién dai & vung
Normandie thuoc Tay Nam nudc Phap.

Trong nhitng ndm dau, khi nha may chua thé
xt 1y dugc hét quang than chi, mot phan
quang thdé dugc chd vé nha may & Gauchy dé
tuyén loc. Nha may nay cd vai tro rat quan
trong trong viéc tiép nhan, xa ly quang than
chi khai thac tir Lao Cai.

San lugng than chi duoc khai thac va xuét
khau di cac nudc tir nam 1925 dén nam 1927
duoc trinh bay trong bang 2.

Bang 2. Xudt khau than chi Lao Cai (1925 - 1927)

[8, tr. 6]
Nim San lwong khai théac (Tan)
1925 221
1926 700
1927 350

Ngoai thi truong Phép, than chi khai thac
dugc ¢ Lao Cai, sau khi xu 1y dugc xuat khau
qua mot sé thi truong & chau Au va My:
“Trong nam 1927, ching t6i c¢6 mot thi
truong day thanh cong nhu thi trudng Pc,
Anh, Italy. Hién nay, chung t6i dang chiém
linh ca thi truong My [10].

Than chi xuat khau c6 nhiéu dang khéac nhau:
dang bot dung dé san xuét pin, dang vay ding
dé san xuat cyc dién hogc que han hogc 1am
phu gia san Xuat dau béi tron, dang vay nho
dé san xuit chat chong cau can cho ndi hoi.

Khi nghién ctu vé khai thac than chi nim
1928, tac gia chua tim dwoc sé lidu vé san
lugng khai thac nam 1928. Theo tac gia, hoat
dong khai thac nam 1928 dinh tré la do:

Thiz nhat, vbn cia cong ty da st dung hét cho
dau tu xay dyng nha may xu ly quang than
chi va mo rong quy mo khai thac trong nam
1926 -1927.
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Thet hai, nim 1928 cong ty rét von cho nha
may dau tu thém mot may méi cong suat 320
méa luc, nang cong suat xir ly quang chi Ién
khoang 300 tan mai thang [7].

Nam 1929, khang hoang kinh té thé giéi no ra
da gay thiét hai 16n cho Cong ty BPong Duong
than chi Lao Cai, dan toi Céng ty nay budc
phai tuyén bd phéa san. Tat ca hAm mo, nha
may bi dong cira, may mac, thiét bi phai dem
ban. Sau khi tuyén bé pha san, Cong ty Tham
vién Pong (Société des tapis d'Extréme-
Orient) da mua lai Cong ty Péng Duong than
chi Lao Cai. Tur thdng 11/1929, nha may xu ly
quang mo cua cong ty da phai ngung hoat
dong. Ngay 1/7/1930, Cong ty budc phai triéu
tap cudc hop bat thuong cua Hoi ddng quan
tri dé tim céach giai quyét kho khin do cudc
khung hoang kinh té gay ra. Trong cudc hop,
tat ca cac thanh vién da thdng nhat quyét dinh
ngung hoat d6ng hoan toan , tuyén b pha san
va bén thanh ly moi phuong tién thiét bi va co
so ha ting caa cong ty.

Gian mot thang sau d6, Td  L’Eveil
économique de 1’Indochine, binh lun vé vu
Cong ty bDong Duong than chi Lao
Cai: “Cudc khing hoang da gay ra mot diéu
ti t& v6i mot ngudi va mang lai hanh phic
cho nguoi khéc. Néu ching ta tiéc thuong
diéu khdng may dan t6i sy phé san caa Cong
ty Bong Duong than chi Lao Cai [...] thi
ching ta c6 thé chiuc mung Cong ty Tham
Vién Péng da tan dung co hoi nay dé mua lai
co s cua no voi mot gia ré mat” [11].

3. Két luan

Than chi la nguyén liéu quan trong duogc st
dung trong nhidu nganh san xuat, nhu: san
XUat pin dién, ac quy dién, bat chi. Trong
nhitng nam 20 cua thé ky XX, Phap va thé
gidi rat can nguyén liéu than chi. Vi vay, thuc
dan Phap di cho bon tu ban tim kiém, khai
thac mo than chi ¢ Lao Cai.

Dé c6 thé didu hanh hoat dong khai thac than
chi ¢ Bic Ky, Chinh pha Phép cho thanh lap
Cong ty Pong Duong than chi (try sé tai
Phap). Sau do, tru s¢ Cong ty chuyén vé Lao
Cai dé ddy manh khai thac than chi noi day.

Pé c6 thé khai thac va thu lgi nhuan tbi da
ngudn loi than chi, thuc dan Phéap cho xay
dung nha may xu ly quing than chi ngay bén
bo sdng Nam Thi, dugc trang bi may moc,
thiét bi hién dai d¢ ché bién than chi.
Trong sudt thoi gian tir nim 1924 dén 1927,
thuc dan Phap khai thdc mét san lugng lén
than chi & Lao Cai. Phan 16n than chi dugc
khai thac chu yéu xuat khau vé Phap, mot
phan xuét sang cac nuéc Chau Au va My.
Hoat dong khai thac than chi & Lao Cai dién
ra manh mé& trong nhitng nim 20 cua thé ky
XX. Trong cudc khing hoang kinh té thé gidi,
tu ban Phap dung hoat dong khai thac than
chi ¢ Lao Cai.
Loi cam on
Bai bao 1a san phim ciia dé tai khoa hoc va
cong nghé cap Pai hoc mi s PH2017-TNO6-
11 do tac gia la chu nhiém dé tai.
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