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TOM TAT

Bai viét ndy gi6i thiéu vé dién trinh cing nhitng chirc ndng chinh cia 1é via Thién Hdu
Thanh Mau ¢ cong dong ngw din Séng Poc (Ca Maw). Dién trinh 1é via nay dién ra trong
hai ngay 22 va 23 thang Ba am lich, thu hut khad dong nguwoi dan dia phuwong tham gia, ddc
biét nhiéu nhat la cac chi ghe tau dang danh bat tai ngw trwong Séng Péc, tao nén nét dic
trung riéng cho 1é héi. Lé via Thién Hau Thanh Mau 6 Song Péc con cé chire ning on dinh
tam 1y cho ngw déan khi ra khoi danh bdt, dong thoi la kénh d@é gitr gin va trao truyén cdc
gid tri van héa truyén théng ngwoi Hoa dia phiong, két néi cong dong lai véi nhau.

Tir khéa: 1é via, Thién Hau Thanh Mau, ngw déan, Song Péc

1. D4n nhap

O Nam B, dic biét trong cong dong
nguoi Hoa, niém ton kinh Thién Hau
Thanh Mau duoc thé hién qua nhiéu
phuong dién va d& nhan thay nhat d6 1a 18
via Thién Hau Thanh Mau, dugc to chuc
trong thé & kha nhiéu dia phuong. Bai viét
nay thiéu 1 via Thién Hau Thinh Mau tai
thi trdn Song Péc (huyén Tran Vin Thoi,
tinh Ca Mau).

Thi trin Song Ddc 1a mot cong dong
ngu dan danh bat thuy hai san xa bo véi
ghe tau dong dac va phat trién sam uat, thu
hut ngu dan nhiéu tinh, thanh dén day khai
théc. Van héa trudc gio von c6 mdi quan hé
chit ché v6i dic diém moi trudng cung
kinh té, xa hoi ¢ timg dia phuong. L& via
Thién Hau Thanh MAu tai day con gin lién
v6i doi sdng va sinh hoat, nhu cau 1an udc
vong ciia mot cong dong ngu din & ving
bién cyc Nam t6 qudc.

2. L& via Thién Hau Thanh MAu:
Thoi gian va dién trinh

L& via Thién Hau Thanh Mau dugc
dién ra tai Thién Hau Cung, thi trdn Song
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Péc, huyén Tran Van Thoi, tinh Ca Mau.
Miéu toa lac tai khom 1, thi tran Séng Péc,
huyén Tran Van Thoi. Nguoi dia phuong
con goi miéu nay 1a Chua Ba Thién Hau
Séng Pdc.

L& via Thién Hau chinh thirc dién ra
vao ngay 23/3 4m lich hang nim. Day 1a 18
cling quan trong nhét ctia Thién Hau cung
tai thi trin Song Pdc[1], ciing nhu toan bd
nhimg ngdi miéu thd Thién Hau cta nguoi
Hoa trén dia ban tinh Ca Mau. L& via Thién
Hau Thanh Mau thu hut kha dong nguoi
tham gia, duoc t6 chirc theo dung nghi thic
truyén théng ciia ngudi Hoa.

Tir sang ngdy 22 cho dén chiéu ngay
23/3 am lich, Ban quéan tri Thién Hau Cung
tap hop diy du dé tién hanh chuan bi t6
chuc ngay via Ba that trang trong. Nguoi ta
don dep sach s€ cac ban tho, chung trai cay,
bong hoa, treo nhang vong va nhat 1a trung
bay 4o va mao cua Ba trong khu vuc chanh
dién. Budi chiéu hom d6, ho chuan bi
nhimg 18 vat truyén théng dang ctiing Thién
Hau Thanh MAu va chu than trong miéu
gdém: Banh tho, banh bo, ché y, hoang biru.
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Dén t6i, khi nguoi dan da tu hop dong dac
thi dén tiét muc mua lan do d6i 1an Hung
Nghia Puong phu trach da tao nén khong
khi ron rd cho miéu. Lic nay, tit ca cic
thanh vién ctia ban quan tri trang nghiém té
twu truéc ban tho Thién Dia Phu Mau &
truée san miéu dang huong té 1&, con toan
bd nhiing ngudi khac thi dung phia sau.
Tiép dén, ho dang huong clng tai ban thd
Quan Am Nam Hai. Cting xong, moi ngudi
di chuyén vao trong chanh dién, thanh kinh
khan nguyén Thién Hau Thanh MAu va chu
than (Thanh Hoang Bon Canh, Phudc Puc
Chéanh Than, Thién Soai H6 Gia). Sau do,
tat ca tré ra miéu Hoa Puc Nuong Nuong
(ndm ¢ bén phai miéu) va cudi cing la
dang huong ¢ ban tho Tién Hién Chi Vi.
Sau nghi thic dang huong thanh mau va
chu than, 6ng Hoi truong quy xin keo dé
thuc hién nghi thoc tim Ba. Trong thoi
gian tim, toan bd dan ong di ra bén ngoai
san miéu, con nhirg ngudi phy nit thi duoc
phép quy lay va cho doi bén trong. Nguoi
ta che man trudc ban thd Ba va chuan bi
nude ¢ hoa twoi dé mot s phu nit nguoi
Hoa ¢6 tudi tdm tuong va thay 4o cho thanh
méu. Sau khi két thic nghi thic tim Ba,
moi nguwoi duge an che y va cung tro
chuyén v6i nhau, con mot s ngudi khac thi
tap trung bén trong dé xin nudc tim Ba
mang vé nha.

Sang ngay chanh 1&, tic ngay 23/3 am
lich, cac thanh vién trong ban quan tri té
turu khd sém dé chuan bi nghi thic té 18.
Nhung ¢ 1& quan trong nhét 1a tinh chu
d4o, can trong khi bay bién cac 1& vat
truyén théng 1én ban tho Thién Hau Thanh
Mau. L& vat gdm 12 thé: ruou, tra, huong
dang, hoa lai, ngii qua, phudc cdm, banh
tho, mi sua, mot dia dd chay, hoang biru,
dai phudc tién, ngii sanh (khé muc, trimg
vit, trimg ga, heo ludc, tdm), heo quay. Pén
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khoang 9 gio sang, moi ngudi tap trung lai
& trudce ban tho Thién Dia Phu Méu bat dau
dang huong, thanh tdm khin nguyén hét
strc trang nghiém va lan luot d&én cac ban
thd nhu dém hom qua. Piéu hanh nghi thirc
cung 1a mot 6ng hdi phd va khi doc van té,
xuéng 1& déu bang tiéng Hoa. Nghiém
trang nhat 1a nghi thac dang huong va 18
vat cho Thién Hau Thanh Mau ¢ chanh
dién ngoi miéu. Theo thir tu, ong hoi
truong quy dang huong cau nguyén, ding
tra va hoa roi dén dang cac mon 18 vat
truyén théng cho thanh mau hét sic thanh
kinh nham tri an, tuéng nhé cong dirc to
16n cia Ba. Sau khi két thuc, moi nguoi
ngdi udng tra, noéi chuyén vaéi nhau va cudi
cung 1a cing du budi tiéc man trong san
miéu. Trong khoang thoi gian nay cho dén
t6i ngay 23/3 am lich, dong dao nguoi dan
dia phuong tiép tuc dén miéu dang huong
cdu nguyén. Ho mang rat nhiéu thir nhu:
hoa qua, nhang dén, vang bac, x6i, heo
quay va giri cung tién cho miéu. Trong dé,
nhiéu 1& vat mang tinh truyén théng cua
ngudi Viét nhu x6i, triu cau ciing dugc sip
xép 1én ban thy dé cling cho Ba.

3. Chirc niing ctia L& via Thién Hau
Thanh Miu trong doi song vin héa - xa
hdi ciia cong dong ngw dan Song Poc

Quan sat tai 1& via nay nam 2015,
chiung toi thay rang tham gia 1& co kha
nhiéu thanh phan trong coéng doéng nhu
bubn ban, lam néng, nubi tom... Pac biét,
khong chi c6 nguoi Hoa ma con c6 dong
dao nguoi Viét dén miéu cau nguyén. Muc
dich cau nguyén ctia ho 1a nham ¢ duoc
mot doi song binh an, sirc khoe va tai 1oc,
van sy hanh thong va may man..., nhiéu
nhat 13 cac chu ghe tau dang khai thac tai
ngu truong Song Pde. Qua quan sat ciing
nhu tim hiéu, cac chu ghe dia phuong ciing
nhu céc tinh, thanh khac mang 1& vat (bong
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hoa, trai cdy, vang bac, nhang dén...) dén
day thip huong cing bai va tham chi co
nhiing truong hop tra 1& Thién Hau Thanh
Mau biang mot con heo quay, khi mot udc
vong nao d6 cia ho dugc thanh mau phu
trg thanh tyu. Ho dén miéu cing ngay tir
chiéu 22 cho dén t6i 23/3 am lich, hau hét
déu co cing thém tién cho miéu. Pac biét,
vao tdi 22/3, ban quan tri t6 chtrc nghi thirc
tdm Ba do mot sb phu nit nguoi Hoa thuc
hién. Nudc tim Ba dugc nhiéu nguoi xin
vé udng dé chita bénh, cau binh an va sirc
khoe. Tuy nhién, mot chu ghe, khi tham gia
nghi thirc ndy, da cho biét chi xin nudc nay
vé rira cai 16 ghe cho ghe duoc sach s&, giai
trlr tai hoa, xui rui khi ra khoi danh bat. L4
bua cta Thién Hau Thanh Mau tai Thién
Hau cung, thi tran Song Pdc, huyén Tran
Vin Thoi c6 mau vang va dugc dong dau
an do, trén bua c6 ghi chir Han: “Ngoc dn
Thién Hdau Thdnh Mau sdc lénh linh phi
tran ching sanh tha binh an”. C6 hai loai
bua: bua 16n c¢6 chidu ngang khoang mot
thc va dai do hai tdc, bua nhé thi chi
khoang phan nira 14 bua 16n. Khi thinh vé
treo trong nha, thong thuong 14 bua 16n treo
trudc ctra chinh, con 1a bua nhé treo ¢ ctra
sau. Nhiéu chu ghe, tau ¢ Song Pdc con
thinh 14 bua nay vé treo trén ghe, tau cua
ho. Ciing giéng nhu treo ¢ nha, 14 bua 16n
duoc treo ¢ ban tho va 1a bua nho thi treo ¢
sau budng 1ai.

Phan nhiéu nhitng ngu dan dén miéu dé
cau nguyén Thién Hau Thanh MAu phu ho
dd tri cho hoat dong danh bat duoc thuan
lgi, ghe tau ra khoi lic nao cling thudn
budm xudi gié va tdm ca nang day khoang,
nho vady ma ngu nghiép khong ngung phét
trién. D6 14 wdc vong cia nhiéu chi ghe,
tau ma chdng t6i co dip phong van. Diéu
nay cho thdy dugc niém tin rat 1on cia ho
vao thanh mau, vi nghé nghiép cua ho vén
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chtra dung nhiéu rui ro, bét tric ma khong
thé luong trudc duoc khi phai 1énh dénh dai
ngay gitra bién ca ménh moéng. Tai ving
bién Séng Déc, viéc khai thac thiy, hai san
khong chi c6 ghe tau dia phuong, ma con
thu hat ngu dan tir nhiéu noi khac dén khai
thac nhu Binh Thuan, Ba Ria - Viing Tau,
Bén Tre, Tién Giang, S6c Trang... tu nhiéu
nim nay véi cac hinh thitc danh bét chu
yéu la ghe cao, ghe ludi dén, ghe cau muc.
Nghé danh bat thiy hai san & ddy phat trién
manh vao nhimg nam dau thap ki 80 cua
thé ki trudc, do ¢6 nhidu ngu dan tir mién
Trung vao ddy muu sinh. T do, cac hinh
thie danh bit nhu ludi dén, cdu muc mdi
dugc ngu dan dia phuong hoc hoi va nhat
1a tién dan khai thac xa bo, thay thé duoc
nhing hinh thirc ddnh bét truyén théng gan
bo nhu: no xi€m, cha chim, xiép... Pac
biét, sau con bio Linda — s6 5 (1997), ngur
dan dia phuwong dugc hd trg vay von dé
dong tau c6 ma lyc 16n ra khoi xa danh bat,
thu hoach ngudn loi thay hai san phong
phu, doi dao hon truéc[2]. Ngay nay, S6ng
Déc 1a ving bién danh bat 16n ciia ngu dan
nhiéu noi trong ca nudc hoi tu vé, gop phan
lam cho noi day tré thanh mot thi tran sam
uat va doi song kinh té khong nging phat
trién. Tuy nhién, qua thao luan vdi nhiéu
chu ghe tau thi duogc biét co nhiéu van dé
ma ngu dan Song Déc hién nay phai doi
mit. Ngodi nguyén nhan thoi tiét bién
dong, gi6 bao lam can tr¢ cong viéc danh
bat, hién tai ho con lo so mdi khi ghe tha
cao, tha ludi chang may gip vét can lam
rach cao, rach ludi, hay khong thu hoach
duoc nhiéu vi chi phi dau tu cho mdi
chuyén ra khoi 13 kha 16n, s& dan dén tinh
trang bi 15. Mot s6 chu ghe, tau ¢ nhiéu
tinh, thanh dén day khai thac lai con lo ling
vé tinh trang ban tau sau khi da nhéan tién
cua chu da bo viéc trén tau, trd vao bo, lam
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cho cong viéc ngoai khoi gap can trd, chu
ghe hoan toan mat han s6 tién da ung trudc
cho ho. Nhiéu chu ghe cho biét néu cang co
nhiéu tau di danh bat ngoai khoi thi cang lo
ling, vi d6 1a ngudn tai san 16n nhit cta ho
va gia dinh. Khong thé khong nhic dén
nhiéu truong hop ghe tau cua ngu dan vuot
qua hai phan nuéc khac danh bt da bi bét
gitt va tich thu toan bd, dan dén nhiéu
ngudi bi pha san sy nghiép. Cho nén, nhiéu
chu ghe, tau & Séng Péc ciing nhu cac tinh
thanh khac da cho biét rang ho thudng
xuyén dén Thién Hau cung dé ciu nguyén,
vai van Thanh Mau phu hd, che ché cho
ghe tau moi khi ra khoi. Pay 1a nguyén
nhan chinh dan dén viéc ngu dan sung kinh
thanh mau nay ciing nhu cac vi than khac
(Nam Hai Tudng quan, Ba Cau, Thuy Long
Thanh Mau...). Cho nén, sy c6 mit cia ho
trong 1& via Thién Hau Thanh Mau ngiy
23/3 am lich héng ndm tao nén nét déc trung
trong sinh hoat tin ngudng tai ngdi miéu nay
so v&i nhiing miéu Thién Hau khéc trén dia
ban tinh Ca Mau thudng gin véi nhu cau
tinh than cta cu dan d6 thi va néng nghiép.
Diéu nay cho thiy cho thiy tin ngudng von
nay sinh tir nhu cau cta hién thuc doi séng
con nguodi & mdi dia phuwong von co hoan
canh kinh té, x3 hoi va van hoa khac nhau.
Ng6 Buc Thinh da nhan dinh nhu sau: "7 Gt
cd nhitng niém tin, thuec hanh va tinh cam
ton gido tin nguwdng trén déu san sinh va ton
tqi trong mot moi truong tw nhién, xa hgi va
vin héa ma con nguwoi dang song, theo cdch
suy nghi va cam nhdn ciia nén van héa dang
chi phoi ho[3].

Tin ngudng Thién Hau Thanh Mau &
thi tran Séng Pdc con 1a mot kénh dé cong
dong nguoi Hoa dia phuong giir gin cac gia
trj van hoa truyén thdng, ndi két cac thanh
vién trong cong dong lai véi nhau, mang
yéu t6 cong ménh va cong cam. L& hoi via
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Thién Hau Thanh Mau vao ngay 23/3 am
lich hang nam 13 mot biéu hién sinh dong
va rd nét cho diéu nay. L& hoi chinh 1a mot
buc tranh phan chiéu wéc vong cua cong
ddng, thé hién doi séng kinh té va xa hoi
cia dia phuong, 1a dip dé cong dong gip
g0, ndi két va biéu hién mot cach séng
dong nhitng gia tri vin hoa truyén thong,
thang hoa nhling cam xuc va tang cuong
strc manh trude nhitng thach thuc dang cho
doi phia tru6e. Lé Hong Ly di nhan dinh:
“Lé héi truyén thong da déng gép mét phan
khéng nhé vao doi song vin héa-xa hoi,
doi song tam linh ciia con ngwoi. N6 théa
man nhu cau da dang ciia déng ddo cuw ddn
bing né ciing mét lic: Nién tin va nguéng
vong sitc manh 6 tién, hoa dong giao cdam
vOi moi nguoi, thwong ngoan, huong thu va
nhdp cuoc sang tao van hoa, du ngoan
danh thing, di tich, mua sam, thuéng thirc
cua ngon vat la, vui choi giai tri, tuw soi
mink dé thdy nét riéng tai sdc trong cong
dong réng lom....”[4].

Thong qua 1& via Thién Hau Thanh
Mau héng nam, bén canh viéc thé hién thai
d6 ngudng vong, thanh kinh cua cong dong
dén vi thanh mau ¢ nhiéu quyén ning bao
vé cudc séng con nguoi, di cho thay day la
mét hinh thie dé nguoi Hoa tai thi trdn
Séng Pbc giit gin va phat huy cac gia tri
vin héa truyén thong ciia ho. Pau tién, do
1a nhing 1& vt vira mang tinh truyén thong
clia cong dong vira 1a biéu twong vian hoa,
thé hién ude vong cua hg. Mon che y dang
cung gdm nhiing vién bot duoc vo tron, cd
mau do, khi dn co vi ngot ngao biéu hién
cho su may man, vién man va hanh phuc
trong cudc sdng. Mit khac, & mdi ban tho,
nguorl ta cung bén chén va dugce cho biét
rang con sd ndy tuong trung cho bén mua
trong nam. Con moén phude cdm duge lam
tir nép rang thanh timg thoi va phia trén c6
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dan chit “Phuoc” mau d6 duoc xem nhu
phudc bau vo lugng cuia Ba ban cho chiing
sinh thy huéng, khi ho 4n thi cAu duoc
phuée dic diy du, cudc sdng may min.
Mon banh tho dugc lam giéng hinh qua dao
tién, c6 mau phon phdt hdng, trong rat dep
mit va né tuong trung cho sy truong tho
cua con ngudi. Mon banh bo ndi, duge
ngudi Hoa goi 1a “phat cli”, mang y nghia
phat dat, gidu co. Trén tdm dai phudc tién
dang cung Thién Hau Thanh Mau di thé
hién duoc khat vong binh an, cudc song
vién man cta cong dong thong qua nhiing
dong chit Han: “Phuwoc nhw dong hai, tho ty
nam son, hop gia binh an, dap ta than an”.
Hang nam, trong dip 1& via Ba, nguoi ta
méi dang cing Thanh MAau nhimng 1& vat
truyén thong va théng qua nhiing thir nay
da biéu hién duge nhitng udc vong cia doi
song thuc tai, cling nhu nhan sinh quan va
thé gidi quan cua ho, nhic nhé thé hé sau
vé truyén théng xua nay cta cha 6ng ho.
Phong tuc xin xam, xin keo, vay 1oc Ba,
phéat bua, phat gao cho nguoi nghéo... la
nhitng hinh thirc gan lién vdi cac co so tin
ngudng cua nguoi Hoa, dugc ho thuong
xuyén thuc hanh, 1a nét van hoéa riéng cua
cong dong nham thé hién sy gin bo, giao
cam giita con ngudi v6i than thanh, trong
d6 c6 Thién Hau cung tai thi trdn Song
Déc. Trong 18 via Thién Hau, qua quan sat,
chung t6i thay rang, diéu hanh nghi thuc té
1& cho ban quan tri va cong dong 1a 6ng hoi
pho, mot ngudi Hoa Triéu Chau 16n tudi.
Ngbn ngit ma ong st dung trong nghi 1&
cling nhu bai vin Té Thanh Mau déu duoc
doc bang tiéng Hoa. Viéc sir dung ngén
ngit riéng ctua cong dong trong nghi 18
truyén théng cho thay y thirc gitr gin ngon
ngi, vin hoa truyén thong cta ngudi Hoa
dia phuong. M rong hon nira, qua tim hiéu
ctia chiing t6i, viéc té 18 Thién Hau Thanh
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Mau ngay 23/3 am lich duoc ban quan tri
cung hoc hoi tryc tiép tir nghi thirc & Thién
Hau cung tai phuong 2, thanh phd Ca
Mau[5]. Hau nhu nhimg ngdi miéu tho
Thién Hau ¢ tinh Ca Mau déu c6 nhicu
diém gidng nhau trong viéc phdi thd
(Thanh Hoang Bon Canh, Phuéc Dic
Chinh Than, Hoéa Pic Nuwong Nuong,
Thién Soai H6 Gia...), thoi gian t6 chirc cac
1€ cung trong niam va ké ca kién truc, nghl
18, co ciu to chirc, than phu v6i ngdi miéu
Thién Hau tai thanh phd Ca Mau. Qua day
chimg to Thién Hau cung tai thanh phd Ca
Mau gitt mot vai trd quan trong trong hoat
dong tin ngudng Thién Hau Thanh Mau trén
toan tinh Ca Mau va diéu ndy con thé hién
tinh doan két, y thirc giir gin cac gia tri van
hoa truyén thong ciia cong dong ngudi Hoa.
Day cling 1a mot dac diém van hoa ndi bat
ctia cong ddng ngudi Hoa & Nam Bo.

Qua quan sat 1& hoi via Ba 23/3 am
lich, chting toi thay rang, hau nhu cac thanh
vién trong ban quén tri Thién Hau cung déu
tham gia day du. Nhimg ngay nay, ho tic
tryc tai miéu dé don dep, trung bay 18 vat,
40 méio cua Ba, xép dat ban ghé va to chiic
cong viéc nau nuéng, tiép khach. Phan
nhiéu cac thanh vién trong ban quan tri déu
cho biét viéc tham gia gitp cho 18 via thanh
cong la trach nhiém cua ho va quan niém
rang ddy 1a mot cong viéc mang lai nhiéu
phuéc dic, nhit 1a s& dugc Ba thuong
xuyén phu hg. Nét dac biét trong ban quan
tri nay la c6 mot thanh vién nguoi Viét
tham gia lam thu ky. Diéu nay cho thay
tinh linh hoat trong co cdu to chic ban
quan tri, mot biéu hién vé tinh hoi nhép van
héa cia toc ngudi Hoa vao bdi canh vin
hoa, x4 hoi cua cu dan Nam Bo.

Mot s6 thanh nién ngudi Hoa thudng
xuyén dén Thién Hau cung khén vai va
tham gia vao nhiing cong viéc chung cua
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miéu thong qua su huéng dan cia cac thanh
vién cao tudi trong ban quan tri, nhét 1a dip
18 via Ba, ngay Tét Nguyén dan. Ho xem d6
12 nhiém vu cua minh, sy ké tuc cong viéce
ctia nguoi di trude dé mai nay co thé ganh
véc trach nhiém té 18 caa miéu. Va nhu vay,
diéu nay da gop phan trao truyén cac gia tri
van hoa truyén thdng cua cong dong giira
cac thé hé ngudi Hoa dia phuong.
6. Két luan

Nét ddc dao cua tuc tho Thién Hau
Thanh Mau tai thi trdin Séng Ddc 1a gin
lién v6i nhu cau tam linh ctia ngu dan, mot
thanh phan chi dao va giit vai trd quan
trong trong doi séng kinh té - xi hoi dia
phuong. Thién Hau 1a vi than che chd, bao
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v€ ho cho nhiing chuyén ra khoi dugc binh
an, tranh dugc nhitng diéu khong may va
rti ro bat ngd 4p dén. Thién Hau cung 1a
mdt chd dya tinh than cua ngu dan khong
chi cua dia phuong ma con tir nhiéu tinh,
thanh khac dén day muu sinh. Trong sinh
hoat tin ngudng ¢ Thién Hau cung co thé
thdy vai trd cta ngu dan 13 rat 16n, nhit 1a
18 via 23/3 hang nam. O tai thi trin Song
Péc, gilt vai tro chinh cho hoat dong kinh
té dia phuong chinh 1a nganh dénh bat thuy
hai san xa bd, con mot sé nganh nghé khac
thi ¢6 vai tro phu trg. Ngudn thu cta nganh
danh bat thay hai san gia tang hay suy giam
s& anh huong rat 16n dén tinh hinh kinh té
dia phuong, doi sdng ctia ngudi dan.

STUDY OF THIEN HAU THANH MAU IN THE COMMUNITY
OF FISHING MEN IN SONG DOC
Nguyen Ngoc Tho — Duong Hoang Loc
ABTRACTS

The paper introduces the process and major function of the Thien Hau Thanh Mau
ceremony in Song Doc fishing men community (Ca Mau Province). The process of this
ceremony occurs during 22th and 23th of March lunar month, which attracts a lot of local
people to join. Especially, the owners of fishing boats are catching fish in Song Doc sea, which
forms the typical features in the ceremony. On the other hand, the ritual of Thien Hau Thanh
Mau here has another function to give the sake in people's psychology when they go out to the
sea for fishing as well as it also is the channel for preserving and transferring the traditional
cultural values of the local Chinese who is connecting with the other communities.
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