TAP CHf KHOA HQOC DAI HOC VAN LANG Piing Ngoc Lé

MOT VAI NHAN XET BUOC PAU
VE PHAT GIAO NAM TONG KHMER

FEW INITIAL REMARKS ON KHMER THERAVADA BUDDHISM
PANG NGOC LE®

TOM TAT: Phdt gido Nam téng du nhép vio Péng Nam A tir rat lau va qua thoi gian giir
mét vi tri quan trong trong doi song van héa tinh than va xd hdi & mét sé quoc gia nay.
Péi véi dong bao Khmer ¢ Nam B¢, cdc gid tri Phdt gido Nam téng c6 anh hwdng sdu
réng, gan chdt va hoa quyén véi déc trung van héa truyén thong cia dan téc Khmer.

Tir khéa: dong bao Khmer Nam Bé; Phdt gido Nam tong; Phdt gido Bdc téng.

ABSTRACT: Theravada Buddhism has long been introduced into Southeast Asia and held
an important position in the spiritual and social life in these countries. For the Khmer in the
South, the values of Theravada Buddhism have a profound influence, closely linked with the

traditional Khmer culture.
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1. PAT VAN DE

Phat giao ddi v6i ngudi Khmer Nam
Bo c6 mot vai tro va vi tri quan trong
khong chi trong doi séng tinh than ma con
nhiéu phuong dién khac cua cudc song.
Cudc doi cia mdi ngudi Khmer dudng nhu
lubn gan lién voi ngdi chua noi ho sinh
séng. Xuyén sudt lich sir, Phat giao da gop
phan gan két, on dinh va phat trién xa hoi
cong dong dan toc Khmer Nam Bo; day
vira la quan hé ton giao vua la quan hé toc
ngudi. Bai viét ndy nhim dwa ra mot sé
nhan xét budc dau vé mot sé wu diém va
han ché cua Phat gido Nam tong Khmer.

Trong nhitng nam gan day, mot sb ton
gido khac nhu Cong gido, Tin Lanh di cb
ging hoat dong truyén gido cho ngudi
Khmer va di c6 dugc mot sb luong tin dd
nhat dinh, nhung Phat gido Nam tong van

1a ton gido ctia hau hét nguoi Khmer. Phat
gido Nam tong van chiém vi tri va vai tro
quan trong trong doi sdng cua ngudi
Khmer. Pé phat huy dugc hét gia tri cua
mbi quan hé dan toc - ton gido nay, déng
thoi dé 6n dinh trat ty xa hoi trong cong
dong nguoi dan toc Khmer, can chu y
nhitng diém sau:

Can c6 mot cach nhin dang dan va toan
dién vé mbi quan hé giira ton gido va van
dé dan toc cua nguoi Khmer & Nam BJ.
Phat gido Nam tong 13 thanh phan cbt 16i
trong van hoa ctua dan toc Khmer, tao nén
nét dic sic cho van hoa Khmer Nam Bo.

Trong qué khir cling nhu trong hién tai,
Phat gido Nam tong di gop phan gan két on
dinh va phat trién x4 hoi cong doéng dan toc
Khmer. Pay vura 1a quan h¢ ton gido vura la
quan hé toc ngudi. Vi vdy, mudn lam tot
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cong tac quan ly tai dia phuong noi nguoi
Khmer sinh song thi khong thé xem nhe
yéu t6 Phat gido Nam tong.

V& mit td chtc, Phat gido Nam tong
Khmer nim trong td chirc Gido hoi Phat
gido Viét Nam. Mdi quan hé giira Phét gido
Nam t6ng Khmer v&i Phat gidao Bic tong
cua nguoi Viét, Hoa trén dia ban c6 dong
ngudi Khmer dién ra t6t dep. Bén canh do,
td6 chirc HOi Poan két su sdi ¢ cac dia
phuong c6 dong ngudi Khmer van c6 mot
vi tri nhat dinh. Pay 1a mot t6 chuc lién két
cac su sdi Khmer v6i nhau kha mat thiét.
Vi vdy, can quan tdm dén t chirc Hoi doan
két su sdi cua nguoi Khmer thudc cac tinh
ving Pong bang séng Ctru Long va méi
quan hé véi cac t6 chirc Phat gido hién tai.
2. NQI DUNG
2.1. Piém chung giita Phat gido Nam
tong va Bic tong

Tir tén goi Nam tong, Bic tong da cho
thdy sy khac biét rd nét cia hai tong phai
Phat gido 16n nhat tai Viét Nam. Tuy nhién,
di ¢ sy khac biét vé cach thirc tu tap, t6
chtc va ngay ca gido ly, nhung Nam tong
va Bic tong van cé sy twong dong co ban.
Piéu nay cho thdy, Phat gido cho du co
phan chia vé hinh thirc nhung vin chung
mot t6n chi, d6 13 su gidc ngd tuyét ddi dé
thoat khoi sy luan hoi, thoat khoi vong sinh
tir. Nhitng diém tuong dong ctia hai hé phai
c6 thé tom tat nhu sau:

Ca Nam tong va Béic tong déu nhin
nhan Ptrc Phat 12 Pao su, 1a ngudi thay dau
tién cua Phat gido. Dtrc Phat 1a nguoi khai
ngo tri tu¢ cho con nguoi, chi ra cho con
nguoi con duong gidc ngo, tr bo dugc san
si dé di dén giai thoat; Ptrc Phat 1a mot nha
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tu tuong chir khong phai 1a mot vi than c6
nhiéu quyén ning;

Ca hai tong phai déu phu nhan vé& mot
dang tdi cao sang tao va ngy tri thé gioi.
Diéu nay khac v6i nhidu ton giao hiru than
khac. Vi vdy, dd co nhiéu y kién cho ring
Phat gido 1a mot h¢ tu tudng triét hoc chu
khong phai 1a mot ton gido, hodc gia, do 1a
t6n gido vo than;

Nam t6ng hay Béc tong thi déu chép
nhan va hanh tri gido 1y T3 Thdnh Dé, Bdt
Chinh Dao, Duyén Khoi,...; déu chép nhan
tam phap an: Kho, Khong, V6 ngd; déu chap
nhén con duong tu tap Gioi, Pinh, Tué.

Sy twong dong gitra Nam tong va Bac
tong la nén moéng cin ban cia gido 1y nha
Phat, 13 co so tat yéu dé hai hé phéi ton tai
va phat trién. Nhung theo su phét trién cta
minh, hai hé phai v6i sy khac biét ma phan
16n vé bé noi, di boc 16 rd nhimng wu diém
cling nhu han ché ciia minh. Sau day ching
t6i chi trinh bay wu diém va han ché cua hé
phéi Nam tong.

2.2. Uu diém ciia Phat gizo Nam tong

Khi nhic dén Phat giao Nam tong,
thudng nguoi ta hay nhic t6i ca cum Nam
tong Khmer, vi trong tdm thirc ctiia nhiéu
ngudi tim hiéu dao Phat tai Viét Nam, Phat
giao Nam téng ludn gin lién véi dan toc
Khmer (ciing ¢c6 mot s6 it nguoi Viét theo
Phat gido Nam tong nhung bai viét nay
khong dé cap toi). Pidu nay co nghia 1a
nguoi Khmer ai cling theo Phat gido Nam
téng. Trong thuc té hién nay, diéu nay
khong hoan toan ding, s6 nguoi Khmer
theo Phat gido Nam tong van chiém con s6
dong dao va van hoda cua dan toc nay chiu
anh huong sau sic cta Phat gido. Pung tir
goc do t6n gido xa hoi hoc, co thé dé dang
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nhan thiy nhitng wu diém cia Phat gido
Nam tong trong doi sdng cua cong dong
nguoi Khmer.

Khéng han ché thoi gian tu tdp trong
chiia. Phat gido Nam tong Khmer khuyén
khich thanh thiéu nién xut gia, thoi gian tu
tap dai hay ngin tiy thudc vao sy phat
nguyén cia timg ngudi. Khi nguoi xuét gia
da tu du thoi gian minh mudn thi co thé
hoan tyc. Pay 1a mot wu diém rat 16n cua
Phat gido Nam tong Khmer, bdi vi khi con
ngudi ta mudn duoc tu tap theo gido 1y cia
nha Phat thi canh ctra chua mé rong don ho
vao, khi nguoi ta dd cam thdy c6 dugc cai
minh muén c6 thi canh cira chia ciing
khong khoa chit nhot ho bén trong. Nhu
vay, khi tro vé cudc séng thé tuc, nhing
nguoi di timg xuat gia s& trd thanh nhimg
Phat tir ho dao dic lyc nhat. Ho c6 thé tng
dung gido 1y nha Phat vao cudc song doi
thuong, dé doi va dao hoa cung lam mot.
Tuy than xac da khong con trong tu vién
nhung tdm tri ho luén huéng vé cira Phat,
moi hanh vi hoat dong ctia ho déu c6 su chi
phéi ciia Phat phap. Diéu nay trai ngugc
v6i Phat gido Bic tong, 1a nguoi nao di
xuat gia thi can phai xuét gia ca doi, néu
hoan tyc thi thuong bi ngudi doi coi thuong
rang “tu khong tr6t”. Chinh vi vy, nhiéu
nha su thudc Phat gido Béc tong bi coi la tu
gia, vi ho s¢ bi nguoi khac coi thuong nén
khong ddm hoan tuc, mac du ho khong con
mudn khoac 40 nguoi tu hanh nira. Tur do,
nay sinh tinh trang “d0 tu, hon tuc”, ma khi
mot ngudi da khong toan tdm toan y tu tap
thi s& c6 nhitng hanh vi khong chuan muc,
lam anh huong dén hinh anh déng kinh cta
tang nhan.
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S6 heong tu si déng. Chinh vi dic
diém vira néu trén, 12 khong han ché thoi
gian tu tap nén sd luong tu si trong chia
luén dong. Nguoi hom nay tu dugc la nho
ngudi di trude diu dit; cho nén trude khi
hoan tyc cac tu si luén giup do, ung hd
nhitng ngudi sip xuit gia, d6 1a mot cach
tra on Tam Bao. S6 luong tu si dong 1a
mot trong nhimng diéu kién dé duy tri va
phat trién Phat gido. Khi ma Viét Nam
hién nay c6 khoang 30.000 tu si thi riéng
Phat gido Nam tong Khmer di c6 gan
10.000, chiém 1/3 téng sb cua ca nudc, do
1a diéu dang né trong.

Thdt chdt moi quan hé dan téc - ton
giao. Theo phong tuc cua ngudi Khmer,
con trai khi dén 12-13 tudi bit budc phai
vao chua tu mot thoi gian véi mot hay
nhiéu ¥ nghia, tu dudng tri tué; bao hiéu
v6i 6ng ba, cha me; dé thyc hién tinh cam,
trach nhiém ddi véi dan toc; dé to long
thanh kinh vgi Btirc Phat [2],... COn trong
doi sdng ngay thudng, moi viéc 16n lao cua
do1 nguol nhu ma chay, cudi héi cia nguoi
Khmer luon phai c6 sy hi¢n dién cua céc
nha su. Nhu vay, Phat giao Nam tong da
tr& thanh nhén t6 quan trong nhat trong van
hoa dan tdc cua nguoi Khmer.

Tu si thdt sw la mot nguwoi thay. Khong
don thuan 1a nguoi day gido 1y nha Phat,
day vé phuong phép tu tap hay truyén ba tu
tuong triét hoc; cic nha su Nam tong
Khmer con day van hoa, day chit cho dan
chung. Vi vay, nguoi dan Khmer luén coi
nha su 1a ngudi thiy that sy cia minh; ho
lang nghe va kinh trong nha su. Piéu nay s&
gitip 6n dinh trat tu xa hoi, rit c6 loi cho
viéc quan 1y xa hoi. Pic diém nay it thiy
trong Phat gido Béc tong.
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Quan Iy tu st chat ché. Tu si cia Phat
gido Nam tong dugc quan ly chat ché dudi
sy giam sat cua chua va gido hgi. Vi vay,
khong c6 hién tugng gid danh tu si nhu
trong Phat gido Bac tong. Trong lich sir va
cho dén ca ngay nay, co rat nhiéu nguoi
luoi lao dong, ty ¥ mac 4o tu va dung am
cbc dé 6. Vi té nan nay ma Phat gido Viét
Nam da phai tradi qua hang tram ndm suy
tho&i. Phat gido Béic tong méi to chirc
phong trao chan hung Phat gido; thong nhat
t6 chic va lanh dao dé quan 1y tang ni, moi
loai trir dugc thanh phan khong thuc tu.
Trong khi Phat gido Nam tong Khmer
khong can chdn hung vi luén ding din
trong viéc quan 1y tu si va tin do.

Khong phdn logi chua. Chua trong
Phat giao Nam tong Khmer la ctia Phat, cia
chu ting; con chua trong Phat giao Bic
tong co thé chia lam ba loai: Mdt 1a chua
lang hay chua cong da duoc lap ra tur thoi
phong kién. Hai 14 chua tu, do tw nhan giau
c6 hay quan quyén thoi truéc dung tién
riéng cta ho dé xay dung chua. Ba Ia
nhitng ting ni xuit gia ciing mua dat, cit
chua. Véi ba loai chua nhu vay dua vao
sinh hoat Gido hoi thi chéc chan 13 phuc tap
[3]. Chinh vi vay, hién nay gido hoi Phat
gido Viét Nam chu truong thong nhat quan
1y bang cach hinh thanh mot loai chua nhu
chua Phat gido Nam tong Khmer. Diéu nay
phu hop véi loi ich lau dai, vi chua khong
thé thuéc quyén sé hitu cd nhan cta mot
ngudi hay mot nhém ngudi cu thé nao do,
ké ca 1a tu si. Tang ni khi 1én 1am tru tri chi
la 1am cong tadc cham nom, quén 1y tam thot
ma thoi.
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2.3. Han ché cia Phat gido Nam tong

Bén canh nhitng mit uu diém da néu &
phan trén, Phat gido Nam tong it nhiéu
cling ¢6 cac mat han ché khac.

Huy déng qud sitc nguoi din dé xdy
dung chua. Kinh phi xay dung chua chu
yéu 1a do su dong gép cua ngudi Khmer
trong cic phum séc. Nguoi Khmer phan
16n 1a nong dan nghéo nhung luén mong
mudn ngdi chia ciia soéc minh khang trang
dep de, khong thua kém gi chua cta nhiing
soc khac. Vi vy, nhiéu gia dinh Khmer
nghéo khé ciing c¢b ging dong gop that
nhiéu tién cua, cong stc cho viéc dung
chuia. Vi thé, nhiéu ving Khmer nghéo kho,
nha ¢ ténh toang don so nhung ngdi chua
that hoanh trang, 1ong 13y [1]. Diéu nay bt
ngudn tir quan niém cta nguoi Khmer 13
cudc song chi tam bo, vé v6i Phat méi 1a
vinh hang; chinh vi vdy, ho khong chi
trong phat trién diéu kién sdng cua minh,
diéu nay s& dan dén hau qua 1a nguoi
Khmer sé& bi tut hau so v&i nhitng dan tde
khac. Hon nita, néu khong chu trong vao
phat trién kinh té, nang cao doi séng vat
chat thi rat khé thoat nghéo cho nguoi dan,
va sdu xa hon thi cling khé phat trién ca
Phat gido Nam tong khi khong c6 mot co
so kinh té viing chic.

Kinh té ciia nguoi dan Khmer chi tdp
trung vao chia va mét sé chirc sdc. Ti
nhiing dac diém nhu vira néu trén, co thé
théy chua 1a trung tdm chi dao moi hoat
dong trong doi sdng tin ngudng cta ngudi
Khmer. Vi vay, viéc quan 1y ton gido tuong
dbi thuan loi vi co su tap trung thong qua
cac vi sur sdi 1a chu yéu. Kinh té ctia nguoi
Khmer chi tip trung vao chua va mot sb
chtc sic cua chua nén nhiéu nha su khong
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chinh tdm s& d& bi cudn nguoc vao vong
danh lg1i, chay theo churc tudc dé théa man
nhu cu cta ban than. Thuc té cho théy,
mot s6 phan tir mudn ndm quyén luc da giy
ra mau thuan noi bo trong Phat gido Nam
tong [4].

Khong cho phu nit vao chua tu hanh.
Phat gido Nam tong Khmer khong c6 ni co.
Day 1a su phan biét gidi rat rd nét thé hién sy
bat binh déng nam nit. Phu nit Khmer van c6
thé 1én chua tham gia cac sinh hoat Phat
gido, nghe cic su giang kinh thuyét phap
nhung ho khong dugc cong nhan la mot tin
d6 thuc thy. Pay 1a mot han ché rat dang
tiéc, vi Pao Phat von khoan dung, cong bang
v&1 moi sinh linh nhung ¢ day lai c6 sy phan
biét dbi xtr vé gidi tinh ctia con ngudi. Pay
la mét trong nhitng 1y do ma cac ton gido
khac khi mudn truyén gido vao trong cong
dong nguoi Khmer thuong 1y ra dé da kich
Phat gido Nam tong.

3. KET LUAN

Ton gido noi1 chung va Phat gidao Nam
tong Khmer néi riéng 1a mot trong nhitng
van dé& rat nhay cam trong tinh hinh dat

TAI LIEU THAM KHAO

nude ta hién nay. Nhidu thé lyc x4u trong
va ngoai nudc luon tim cach lgi dung ton
gido, thong qua ton gido dé du dd nguoi
Khmer, chéng ph4 chinh quyén Viét Nam.
Vi vy, phai hét sirc canh giac véi van dé
nay, vi hdu qua cia chung gay ra vo cung
nghiém trong va khong d& dang khic phuc
dugc nhanh chong.

Can cha trong viéc nang cao dan tri,
dao tao nhan luc va bdi dudng nhan tai cho
nguoi dan Khmer, tirng budc x6a doi giam
nghéo dé cudc sdng ciia nguoi dan toc duoc
cai thién. C6 nhu vay, van hoa truyén théng
va Phat gido Nam tong médi co thé phat
trién mot cach bén virng va lau dai.

Ttr nhitng diéu vira néu trén, viéc thuc
hién chinh sach ton gido ¢ vung néng thon
Khmer can ¢6 sy lién két véi viée thyc hién
chinh sach dan tdc ciia Pang va Nha nudc.
Chinh quyén va cac to chiic doan thé noi
chung va ngudi lam cong tac tuyén truyén
no6i riéng can c6 thai do binh ding, khong
phan biét Phat gido Nam tong cua nguoi
Khmer hay Phat gido Bic tong ciia ngudi
Viét, Hoa trong khu vuc.
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