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CHUA CANDARANSI TRONG DPOI SONG VAN HOA
CUA NGUOI KHMER O THANH PHO HO CHI MINH

Toém tit: Do hau hét nguoi Khmer o Nam B¢ déu theo Phat
gido, nén chua Khmer co mot vai tro, vi tri hét sirc dac biét
trong doi song van héa cia ho. Chia Candaranst la noi ma
nguwoi Khmer & Thanh phé Ho Chi Minh dén sinh hoat tén gido.
Ho dén chia khéng chi dé cau nguyén, tham viéng ma con tham
gia va trdi nghiém nhiing gid tri vin héa qua kién tric, nghi 16,
sinh hoat nghé thudt, am thuc thé hién nét truyén théng. Nguoi
Khmer ¢ Nam B néi chung va ¢ Thanh phé Ho Chi Minh néi
riéng déu xem chia la noi thiéng liéng, trang trong va la noi tdp
trung nhitng gi tinh tity nhat ciia céng dong. Do vdy, vai tro cia
chiia déi véi doi séng vain héa ciia ho dugc thé hién ca trong doi
song vt chat lan tinh than.

Tir khéa: Chiia Candaransi; ngwoi Khmer; Thanh pho Ho Chi
Minh, van hoa.

DAin nhap

Phat gido 1a mot ton gido 16n, c6 stc anh hudng rong rai, dac biét 1a
& cac nudc Chau A, trong d6 c6 Viét Nam. Véi triét Iy nhén sinh,
nham hudng con ngudi dén viéc giai thoat khoi cai kho, hudng dén
chan - thién - my, séng dum boc, hoa thudn va yéu thuong nhau, Phat
giao thuc su 1a chd dua tinh than cho mot bd phan déng dao quén
chung trong xa hoi.

Thanh phd HO Chi Minh da dugc xem 1a d6 thi 16n, mot trung tam
kinh té-x3 hoi cta ca nudc thu hat nhiéu cu dan di cu dén an cu lap
nghiép. Pdng thoi, ddy 14 noi hoi tu da sic mau vin hoa cua nhiéu toc
nguoi, trong d6 c6 ngudi Khmer theo Phat gido Nam tong. Tir nhiéu
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thé ky qua, Phat gido Nam tong Khmer di an sau, bam ré vao trong
tam thirc doi song tinh than ciia ngudi Khmer.

Thanh phé H6 Chi Minh c6 hai ngéi chiia Nam tong Khmer 14 chua
Candaranst ¢ phuong 7, quén 3 va chua Pothivong & phuong 10, quén
Tan Binh. Hai ng6i chua nay dugc xem la trung tam tin ngudng-ton
giao, van hoa-xa hoi cua nguoi Khmer tai day. Nhung chua
CandaransT thu hitt tin 6 nguoi Khmer dong nhat. Hau nhu tt ca cac
18 hoi dan gian, 1& hoi 16n nhé mang mau sic Phat giao déu duge to
chtrc & chuia. Mdi 18 hoi déu co6 nhiéu tin d6 nguoi Khmer tham gia va
ké ca nguoi Kinh, nguoi Hoa va ngudi Cham.

1. Chua Candaransi - trung tim sinh hoat tén gido cia cfng
dong Khmer tai Tp. HCM

Chuia Candarans 1a mot trong hai ngdi chiia Khmer ¢ Thanh phd
H6 Chi Minh. Tin d6 khong chi c¢6 nguoi Khmer sinh song & Thanh
phé HO Chi Minh va céac dia ban l1an can ma con cd nguoi Viét, nguoi
Hoa dén chua. Nguoi Khmer ¢ xung quanh chua di chiia khong chi
ngay 18 ma ngay thuong ho ciing tranh tha dén chua thap nhang trudc
va sau khi di 1am. Con mot s6 nguoi Khmer ¢ xa chi dén chua vao
ngay cudi tuan hay 1& hoi truyén théng. Bén canh d6, c6 nguoi Kinh,
ngudi Hoa van di chiia thudng khi ho muén di va ké ca ngay 1.

O Thanh phé HO Chi Minh, mic du ban ron cong viéc lam an,
nhung ho ciing danh thoi gian dén chua dy 18, nhim bay to 1ong thanh
kinh v6i Prc Phat, vira dé cau nguyén vua la dip dé moi nguoi vui
choi sau nhimg ngay thang lao dong vat va, va vira thim cung chu
Tang. Theo s6 liéu khao sat dinh luong cua chung ti cho thay, khi hoi
vé muc dich dén chua, c6 dén 96% tra 16i nham cing duong va cau
nguyén; ngoai ra con c¢é nhitng muyc dich khac nhu thim viéng canh
chua va chu Tang.

Viéc dén chua duoc xem 1a bon phédn cua tin d6 nguoi Khmer, do
boi thé hién niém tin ton gido cua ho va nham muc dich cau nguyén,
hoi hudng cho cha me cia ho'.

O Thanh phd H6 Chi Minh, tin d6 chu yéu 1a nguoi Khmer & céac
tinh thanh Nam B¢ 1én hoc tap, sinh séng va lap nghiép. DPbi voi
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ngudi Khmer dinh cu 1au ndm & Thanh phd, kinh té gia dinh tuong dbi
6n dinh thi ho van dén chua sinh hoat ton gido theo truyén thong cua
dan toc. Véi nhitng uvu tu trong cudc séng, ho déu dén chua thép
nhang cau nguyén, gip chu Tang trao d6i va nho chu Tang sach tan.

Sinh hoat ton gi4o 1 viéc bay t6 niém tin ton gido, thuc hanh gido
ly, gido luat, nghi 18 ton giao”. Sinh hoat ton gido cua ho dién ra vao
céc thoi diém: Ngay gidi, gdm: ngay 8, ngay ram, ngay 23, ngiy 30 va
cac ngay 1& hoi truyén thong. Nhat 1a vao nhiing ngay 1& hoi truyén
thong, tin 46 dén chua rat déng, co khi dén hang ngan nguoi khong
phan biét qudc gia hay déan tdc, trong d6 c6 ca ngudi Kinh, Hoa, Chim
va céac sinh vién Khmer, Lao, Campuchia. Theo két qua khao sat 100
phiéu ctia chung t6i, co dén 94% nguoi tra 101 thuong xuyén dén chua
vao nhing ngay 18 truyén thong.

Ho dén chua chu yéu vao budi trua, thuong cing duong tinh tai
(chiém 67% phiéu khao sat) dén chu Tang dé ndu com cung tai chua, it
¢6 tin d6 ndu com san dem 1én chiia nhu & céc tinh thanh khac. Ho ciing
mua hoa, nhang dén, trai cay (chiém 48% phiéu khao sit) cting Phat,
dang chu Tang va thinh chu Tang tung kinh cau an, cau siéu hdi hudng.

Ngoai ra, chiia Candaransi con t6 chirc cac budi thuyét phap mdi
thang hai 1dn vao cac ngay sam hdi va cac ngay 18 16n trong nam,
nham huéng din cho chu Tang va tin dd trong cach tu tip, cach sdng.
MJi budi thuyét giang c¢6 chii d&é khac nhau véi cac cha dé “ing dung
Phat phap vao cudc sdng” nhu 38 phap hanh phiic, phuong phap diét
kho, hanh phtc gia dinh, phai biét thuong minh, bay cai nhan dé tranh
khoi tai hoa, nguoi ta & dau roi s& vé dau, phap tu ciia ngudi cu si tai
gia, qua phudc cia 161 noi chan that, qua phudc cua tu bi, qua phudc
cta su hiéu thao, qua phudc cua viéc cing com, qua phudc cia su
nhan nai, sy an lanh. Cac cha dé trén duoc thuyét giang bdi vi tru tri
va mot s6 vi chu Tang khac luan phién nhau thuyét. Vi muc dich
hudéng dan chu Tang, tin d6 song t6t doi dep dao, sdng c6 ich cho xa
héi, tao moi truong gido duc cong déng lanh manh, khong phan bict
ton gido - dan tdc.

Pén chua voi tu cach tw nguyén, voi tim long thanh hudng vé Dic
Phat, trai long v&i Pac Phat vé nhiing uu tu trong cudc séng. Mdi
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ngudi cau nguyén khac nhau nham thoat khoi nhiing bt tric trong
cudc séng, nhu: cau nguyén vé sirc khoe (chiém 93% phiéu khao sat),
cho gia dinh duoc binh an (chiém 75% phiéu khao sat), cho cong viéc
thuan loi (chiém 20% phiéu khao sat), v.v...

Chuia ¢6 Thap cbt tap thé nam & phia trude chinh dién. Theo truyén
thong ciia nguoi Khmer: Sau khi nguoi than chét qua thiéu va ho guri
cdt vao chia dé mdi ngay than nhan ciia ho dwoc nghe chu Ting tung
kinh, gan giii voi Phat, Phap, Tang. Mdi dip tét Chol Chnam Thmay,
chuia t6 chuc 18 cau siéu tap thé & Thap cbt. Tin do gan xa dén ding ky
danh sach nhimng ngudi quéa c¢b dé ciu siéu, tin 6 ding ky rat dong va
c6 tac dong rat 1on v& mat tam linh cua tin do.

Tai chua Candaransi, hiang thang c6 dong tin d6 dén xin Gidi va
sam hoéi. Tin d6 tho ngii gidi va bat quan trai giGi 1a nguoi c¢6 tudi,
cudc séng gia dinh trong ddi 6n dinh. Mbi thang chua t6 chirc sam hoi
hai 1an vao ngdy 15 va ngay mung 1; ngay giéi mot thang bon lan 1a
ngay Ram, ngay 30, mung 8 va ngay 23. Mdi budi sam hdi thuong co
tir 50 -100 tin do tham dy khong phéan biét Itra tudi. Sam hoi két hop
vGi cac budi thuyét phap voi cac chi dé lién quan dén cudc song,
nham gitp ho van dung gia tri Phat gido vao doi sdng hang ngay. Khi
dén ngay gidi, ho dén chua thinh mot vi Ty khuu Tang truyén gidi va
ho tin rﬁng nhiing déu ho lam s& dem lai loi ich cho ban than trong
hién tai va vi lai.

Nhim tao duyén lanh, hdi hudng cong dirc dén ngudi qua cd nhan
dip dau nam méi chua t6 chirc 1& dat Bat hoi. Thuong 13 mot ndm ba
lan: Tét Nguyén dan, Tét Chol Chnam Thmay va 1& Polta. Mdi lan to
chuc dat bat, chua thinh chu Tang ¢ cac chua Nam tong trén dia ban
Thanh phd va tinh Binh Phudc tir 100 - 200 vi. Tin d6 dén du va
chuin bi cac vat thuc dat bat, nhu: banh, keo, kem, xa bong, mi...
dang cang dén chu Tang dé hoi huéng dén ngudi qua cd, cau an cho
ban than va gia dinh.

Céc 18 hoi, nhit 1a 12 Dolta, chua t6 chic 1am 18 cau an, cau siéu 15
ngay dém, budi tdi cing cau an, himg sang luc 5h va budi trua cing cau
siéu. Tin d6 dang ky cing theo nhom, gia dinh, ca nhan. Vat thuc cing
g0m gao nép, khoai, mia, trai cdy, nhang dén... 5h sang ho di vong
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chinh dién, bé nhing vat thuc ay vao khay, kém theo d6 14 tiéng trdng
két hop voi tiéng chiéng dé goi vong hon dén an. Tét ca dién ra trong
khong khi linh thiéng, ngudi séng tudng nhé ngudi da chét, ho doc kinh
cau nguyén cho vong hon thoat khoi canh doi khat va som dugc dau
thai vao mot kiép méi, tin ¢6 tham gia 1 nay tuong dbi dong.

L& Dang Y thuong tin d6 tham gia rat déng, thi chu chinh thirc
mudn Dang Y vio chiia ndo phai dang ky trudec mot nam. L& dién ra
mot ngay mot dém, thi cha khong chinh thie ¢ thé géi tir vat dung
ciing duong dén chu Tang sau ba thang An cu. Véi ¥ nghia hoi huéng
dén nguoi qua ¢d va cau an cho ban than & kiép nay va kiép sau.
Trude khi két thuc 18, tin 6 dang com dén chu Tang dé hoi hudng.
Ciing c6 nhiéu gia dinh khong doi téi dip 18 Dang Y méi cing Y,
khan, thudc, dau goi, tap, viét, ma cac dip 1& cau siéu, cdu an & chua
hay & nha ho déu ciing.

2. Chuia 12 noi sinh hoat viin héa ciia cong dong

Chuia Khmer thuong duoc xay dung & vi tri dep, nim vao trung tim
phum, sroc va ngudi Khmer hau nhu moi 1& hoi tir 18 hoi dan toc, 18
Phat gido déu gin bé véi chua®. L& hoi truyén théng cua ngudi Khmer
& Nam Bo no6i chung bat ngudn tir cudc séng lao dong vat va. Chiing
ra doi tir rit som, nhung do qué trinh phat trién va bién cd cua lich sir,
chung bi pha tap va anh hudng cta nhiéu yéu td, van hoa cua nhiéu
ton giao khac. Trong cac 18 hoi truyén théng ctia ngudi Khmer co ca
tan du cta Balamon gido dan xen Phét gido. Balamén gido dugc du
nhap vao xd hoi ngudi Khmer & ving Nam B0 tir rat sém’. DPang luu y
& day 1a cac 1& hoi 16n nho cta ngudi Khmer déu duoc to chire ¢ chua.
Chua Ia trung tAm sinh hoat cong dong, trung tdm vin hoa mang tinh
chat truyén théng cua nguoi Khmer tir xwa dén nay. O Thanh phé Ho
Chi Minh, chia Candaransi la trung tdm dién ra cac hoat dong vin
hoa, thé hién qua cac 1& hoi truyén thong, sinh hoat ton gido gan lién
v6i tde nguoi Khmer, nhu: sinh hoat van nghé déan gian, biéu dién dan
nhac ngii 4m va cac diéu maa cua dan toc. Khong khac nhiéu so véi
ngudi Khmer Nam Bo, nguoi Khmer ¢ Thanh phé HO Chi Minh noi
chung, nguoi Viét, ngudi Hoa néi riéng ciing tip trung lai chua t6
chtre tat ca cac 18 hoi theo truyén thong ciia dan toc minh.
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Da phan ngudi Khmer déu biét dén ngay 18 truyén thng ciia minh, vi
vay ho thudng chuin bi truéc mot tudn trude khi téi 18, Cach biéu dién
van héa truyén thong ciia dan toc rat da dang thong qua nhidu chuong
trinh, nhu: L& hdi Ook-Om-Bok ¢ nghi thac dat cdm dep, chuong trinh
van nghé, biéu dién trang phuc Khmer, banh gung, banh tét,... phuc vu
18 hoi. Trong nim, nguoi Khmer ¢ nhiéu 18 hoi truyén thong mang
dam nét dic trung cua dan toc, sau day 1a mot s6 18 hoi dang luu ¥ va
mang dam nét dic trung vin hoa cua cong dong ngudi Khmer Nam B
n6i chung va nguodi Khmer ¢ Thanh phd H6 Chi Minh ndi riéng.

Lé Miakha Béchia

L& duogc to chirc vao ngay 15 thang Meak Phat lich, nham ngay 15
thang Giéng Am lich. L& nay nham tuéng nhé dén ngay Dirc Phat kha
htra voi Ma vuong ba thang nita s€ nhép diét, cling 1a ngay hdi hop
thanh Tang dén 1.250 vi ma khong c6 sy triéu tép trudc. Bubi chiéu
ngay do tai chua Candaransi, cac tin do tap trung tai 1& dai cung thinh
chu Tang thuyét phap, tung kinh cau an va tung bai kinh ca ngoi cong
duc cua Dirc Phat. L& duoc dién ra trong sudt ngay va dém, sang ngay
16 sau khi tin dd dang com cho chu Tang xong thi két thuc.

Lé Chél Chnam Thmdy (tét ¢6 truyén)

L& Chol Chnam Thmay c6 nghia 1a “vao nim méi”, hay “Ié chiu
tudi”, 1a ngay 1& 16n nhét trong nam ciia ngudi Khmer. L& dugc didn ra
vao ngay 7,8,9,10 thang Chert Phat lich, nham ngay 7,8,9,10 thang 3
Am lich va nhim ngay 13,14,15,16 thang 4 Duong lich. L& Chol
Chnam Thmay 1a thoi diém giao mua: hét mia nang va bat dau mua
mua. Ngay dau 1a ngdy “Sangkran”, ngay giita 1a ngay “Wonbot”,
ngay thi ba 1a “Lon sak”. Trong sudt ngay 1&, moi cong viéc déu dimng
lai, nhitng ngudi & xa gia dinh déu quay vé sum hop véi gia dinh.

Tai Thanh phé H6 Chi Minh, hai ngéi chtia Khmer t chirc L& Chol
Chnam Thmay rat long trong, mdi ngay c6 rat dong tin do khong chi
c6 nguoi Khmer ma con ¢ nguoi Viét, Hoa, Chim dén chua cung 18
va vui choi hat miia vin nghé truyén thong dan gian. Hoat dong trong
cac ngay 1& ciia chia Candaransi va chua Pothiwong ciing dién ra
tuong tu nhu & phum sréc ctua ngudi Khmer & cac tinh Pong bang
song Ctu Long.
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Riéng chua Candaransi don Chu thién nim mdi khong to chirc
trong chinh dién ma dugc to chirc & ngoai sdn gan bén canh ngoi sala.
biac biét, tai day chinh 1a noi td chirc don vi thdn nim moi dién ra
ngay tai ban thd than Ka Bul Maha Brum, thé hién sy dung hoa giita
Phat giao va Balamén gido. Ngudi Khmer van xem than Ka Bul Maha
Brum 14 thin cua cac vi thin ndm moi.

Trong 1& Chol Chnam Thmay ciia nguoi Khmer & Thanh phd Ho
Chi Minh, it thiy cac loai banh tét, cac loai banh goi trong ngay tét,
nha ctra ciing khong dugc trang hoang 1ong 1ay nhu nguoi Khmer &
Pdng bang song Ciru Long. C6 thé, do ho khéng c6 nha riéng ma chi
& tro dé di lam thué, tir d6 van dén khong thuc hién dung phong tuc
tap quan cua toc ngudi; ké ca nhimg gia dinh ngudi Khmer & Thanh
phd HO Chi Minh c¢6 nha riéng (s nay khong nhiéu), tat ca nhiing
nghi 1& ctia ho ciing duoc to chirc & chiia. Ngoai ra, trong dip tét, chia
con td chirc dat Bat hoi, Phat tur ding xung quanh chinh dién chuan bi
san vat thuc va cung tai vat dang chu Tang di bat. Chu Tang lam 18
cau siéu, cac bai kinh tung déu thong nhat nhau, khong cé hinh thirc
nbi tAm vai trang vao hii ¢t nhu & cac tinh Nam Bo.

Lé Visak Béchia (Lé Phdt dan)

L& Phat dan ctia Phat gido Nam tong Khmer duoc té chirc vao ngay
15 thang Pisak tirc ngay 15 thang 4 Am lich. L& dugc t6 chirc nhdm 6n
lai ba sy kién trong dai cia Ptc Phat: Dan sanh - Thanh dao - Nhép
Niét Ban. Chua Candaransi t6 chuc 18 trang nghiém trong mot ngay
dém. Sang va trua ngay 15 tin 40 dén chua dang com cho chu Ting,
chiéu tdi tin do van tap trung tai 18 dai 1& bai Tam Bao, thinh chu Ting
thuyét phap, tung bai kinh twéng nhd dén an dirc ctia Ngai, sau d6 chu
Tang tung kinh cau an cho tin 6. Ciing nhan dip 1& nay, chua t6 chirc
tha dén Hoa ddng cau qudc thai dan an, mua thuan gié hoa, ching sinh
an lac. Subt dém éy, tin db ¢ lai cung chu Tang tiép tuc doc kinh cho tdi
sang, sau khi dang com cho chu Ting xong, 1& Phat dan mé&i hoan mén.

Bon Chél Vésssa (Lé Nhip ha)

L& nhdp ha duoc bt dau tir ngay 16 thang 6 dén ngay 15 thang 9
Am lich, tirc 1a vao thang Asat ciia ngudi Khmer. L& Nhap ha kéo dai
ba thang, ddy 1a thoi gian tin d0 Khmer bat ddu vao vy mua, nén cic
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Su phai tap trung lai trong chuia sudt ba thang dé khoi 1am ban ron dan
chung, anh huong dén san xuat ctia dong bao. Trong ba thang nhap ha,
cac vi chu Tang chu yéu sinh hoat & chua; chi khi nha tin do c6 lam 18
can dén céac vi tung niém, cac vi méi dugc ra khdi chua hodc truong
hop ba me dm, cac vi dugc vé nha.

Theo tap tuc ndy, tin d6 ngudi Khmer thudng rii nhau dén chua lam
18 mimg ngay nhap ha va dang Y tim mua, tr vat dung cho chu Ting
sir dung trong mua An cu. L& nhap ha trong Phat gido v&i y nghia 1a
thoi gian dé cac vi chu Tang tinh tam, trau ddi dao hanh va nhin lai
ban than trong céach tu tap tai chua.

Chua Candaransi to chirc 18 Nhap ha ciing giéng nhu cac chua
Khmer ¢ dong bang séng Ciru Long. Tin d6 tham du khong chi ¢o
ngudi Khmer ma con ¢ ngudi Viét, ngudi Hoa. Ho ri nhau dén chua
dang Y tim mua, tir vat dung dén chu Tang. Thuong chia tap trung an
cu tir 25 - 35 vi chu Tang. Theo gidi luat trong 3 thang an cu chu
Tang trong chua kiém tra cach tu tip 13n nhau, 15 ngay thi chu Ting
tung Ba d&é moc xoa mdt 1an, hiang ngay mdi budi sang, chiéu sau thoi
18 bai Tam Béo thi chu Tang lam 1& Phat 16 sam hoi.

Lé Sen Pélta (1é ciing ong ba)

Hing nam, ctr sau 1& nhap ha hai thang, hau hét nguoi Khmer &
ddng bang song Ctru Long t6 chuc 18 bao hiéu ong ba t6 tién va goi 1a
18 Sen Délta (18 ciing ong ba). L& Sen Polta dugc tién hanh trong vong
16 ngay ké tir ngay 16 dén ngay 30 thang Bhaddapada (Phit tik bot,
tuong tuong voi thang 8 AL). Tir ngay vao 1, ngudi Khmer ¢ céc
phum, sréc thuong dem nép, gao, vat thuc, trai cay,... dén dang cting
chuia. Budi t6i tin do dén chua cung thinh chu Tang tung kinh cau an,
cau siéu, nghe thuyét phap nham tao phan cong duc hoi hudng dén
linh hon nhitng nguoi da mét.

O Thanh phd H6 Chi Minh, hing niam, 18 Sen Délta duoc t6 chirc
trong thé tai chiia Candaransi. Vao luc 5 gio sang, hang trim tin d6
nguoi Khmer dd mang nhang, dén, trai cay, banh ngot, vat thuc... hoi
tu vé chua 1am 18 ciing 6ng ba. 5 gid sang, tinh tir ngay bat dau lam 18
Canh benh, cac su tap trung 1én chinh dién tung kinh cau siéu cho
nhitng nguoi quéa cd dang giri hai cdt trong chua. Sau 18 tung kinh, tin
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dd thép nhang, dbt nén. Ngoai com vét ra, con c¢6 banh ngot, mia,
chudi, nhan, ... va mot it tién dé trong mam. Trén mam co6 cam céc la
co do, tht ca cac mam duoc ddt xung quanh chinh dién va trudc thap
cot. Kém theo d6 1a tiéng tréng két hop vai tiéng chiéng dé goi vong
hoén dén an. Tat ca dién ra trong khong khi linh thiéng, ngudi séng
tuong vé nguoi di chét, ho doc kinh cau nguyén cho vong hon thoat
khoi canh déi khat va sém dugc dau thai vao mot kiép méi. Budi tdi,
phan dong nguodi Khmer, c6 ca ngudi Viét, ciing dén chua 18 Phat,
nghe chu Tang tung kinh va cliing dudng cau phude. Ngay thir Bay va
Chu nhat, tranh thu thoi diém nghi cudi tudn, nhiéu tin do dén chua to
chuc trai Tang, tic lam dam phudc, dé cau nguyén td tién ho duoc
siéu thoat va ban than nhan dugc nhiéu phudc bau hién tién.

Nhirng nim gan day, ngay két thic 1&, chia Candaransi to chirc 18
bat hdi vdoi sy tham du clia hang tram chu Tang tir nhiéu ngoi chua
theo truyén théng Nam tong. Trén 1.000 tin d6 tu hop dé dang 18 vat
ciing duong cho chu Tang tao nén mot khung canh trang nghiém. Lé
hdi Sen Dolta ¢ chuia Candaranst va chua Pothivong 1a mot nét van
hoa doc ddo cta toc ngudi Khmer ¢ Thanh phd, gop phan tao nén tinh
da dang vin hoa 1€ hoi, vin hoa Phat gido clia ngudi dan noi day.

Lé Ra ha (Bon Chénh Vossa)

L& két thuc ba thang nhap ha cua chu Tang Khmer, dugc to chire tur
chiéu ngay 14 thang 9 Am lich, dén trua ngay 15 méi cham dat. Sau
18 nay, cac vi chu Tang c6 thém mot tudi ha va dugc phép 101 khoi
chuia, vé tham gia dinh hodc ngi lai qua dém.

Chua Candaranst vao ngay 18, cac vi chu Tang hop lai doc kinh
sam hoi, c6 tin dd cing sam héi, sau d6 cac tin d6 dang cing 1& vat
dén chu Tang. Nham muc dich tao su thanh tinh noi ton nghiém trong
dip 18 khong to chirc sinh hoat van nghé. Trua ngay 15 sau khi ciing
trai Tang thi budi 18 két thuc.

Lé Ding Y (Bon Kathanh Tean)

L& bat dau sau khi két thiic mua an cu kiét ha, duoc td chirc trong
29 ngay tir ngdy 16/09 dén ngay 15/10 Am lich. Pay 1a 1& 16n cua
ngudi Khmer dé dang Y ca sa cho chu Tang trong chua an cu trong
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sudt ba thang ha. L& duoc Pic Phat ché dinh, vi xua kia c6 mot vai
mon dé cua Ngai sau ngay ra ha, di dat bat trén con dudong léy 161, Y
40 ca sa bi lAm bun nén ngai cho ho nhan Y sach do tin dd cung
dudng. L& kéo dai mot ngay mot dém. Buodi tdi thi cha dén chua chuan
bi b dai Y, tir vt dung roi cung thinh chu Tang tung kinh clu an,
thuyét phap.

Sang ngdy hom sau, tat ca cac 1& vat dang cung déu duoc dat
trong kiéu trang hoang ruc rd, trudc khi dem 1én chinh dién tin do di
nhidu ba vong chinh dién rdi méi vao bén trong lam 1&. Vao trong
chinh dién chu Tang va tin dd tiép tuc tung kinh. Tiép do, Su ca chon
mot vi chu Tang tu hanh dirc d ngdi vao giita dé tin ¢ dang Y ca sa
moi, chu Tang hanh Tang sy giao Y va tho Y. Ké d6, moi nguoi lai
tung kinh, dén trua sau khi ding com cho chu Ting xong, 1& dang Y
moi hoan man.

Chua Candaransi to chirc 18 dang Y khong quy dinh ngay cu thé.
M&i ndm mdi khac nhau, nhung chua to chirc 18 trong 29 ngay tir ngay
16/9 d&én ngay 15/10 Am lich. Thi cht ddng Y cho chu Ting mdi nim
mdi khac, ngoai ra con ¢6 cac phan hun ctia nhidu tin 6 khac. Chua to
chire 18 dang Y rat long trong va trang nghiém, c¢6 tir 500 - 1.000 tin
d6 tham dy. Trudc khi dem 1én chinh dién tin d6 di nhidu ba vong roi
méi vao bén trong 1am 18, tin @6 1am 1& bai Tam bao, tho ngii gidi.
Tiép d6, Su cad mdi chon mdt vi chu Tang tu hanh dac 46 ngéi vao
gilta dé tin d6 dang Y ca sa méi, chu Tang hanh Tang su giao Y va
tho Y. Chu Ting tung kinh phuc chuc, cing trai Tang, két thuic 18.

Lé ciing Trang (Lé Ook-Om-Bok - Puit com dep)

L& dién ra vao ngay 15/10 Am lich, nhim thang Phetorobot theo
Phat lich Khmer va dau thang 11 Duong lich. L& Ook-Om-Bok khong
chi nam trong pham vi cac tinh dong bang song Ciru Long, ma &
Thanh phd HO Chi Minh ciing dugc to chirc rat trang nghiém tai chua
Candaransi. Trudc khi dién ra 18 hoi Ook-Om-Bok, chu Tang va tin d6
trang tri chiia, chuan bi thuyén hoa ding, trung biay mé hinh thu nho
cua ghe ngo, chinh dién cling nhu chuén bj tit ca cac vat cung, nhu:
com dep, chubi, dura, bong, nhang, dén,...tbi ngay ram khi théy XUAt
hién trang tron thi Su ca thuc hién lai nghi thic cling 18, Su ca dut
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com dep cho tin dd, nguoi duge dut dau tién 1a Achar chua, sau do 1a
tré con, khi dut xong thi Su ca héi ngudi duogc dut udc nguyén dicu
gi? Tré con thi udc hoc gioi, 16n 1én lam bac si, k¥ su,... c6 nguoi
udc nguyén duoc nhiéu sirc khoe, lam an giau... Sau d6, chu Tang
phat mdi ngudi mot hop cdm dep va tung kinh phuc chuc cho tin d6.
Céac nghi thirc 1& dién ra trong khong khi trang nghiém, v6i sy tham
gia ciia dong dao tin d6, khong chi ngudi Khmer ma con c¢é ngudi
Kinh, nguoi Hoa, ngudi Cham va chi 18 khong ai khac ngoai cac vi
chu Tang.

Lé Cau an

L& Cau an khong quy dinh thoi gian cu thé. O dong bang séng Ciru
Long, sau mdi vy bdi thu khoang mot dén hai thang, con trong mua
kho, ngudi Khmer to chire 18 ciu an, cau xin cho phum sréc duoc yén
vui, cudc séng 4m no, dit nudce thanh binh, vu mua nim méi tét hon.
L& duoc to chirc & nhiéu noi trén dia ban vung dan toc Khmer, quy mo
td chirc 18 khong quy dinh cu thé, tuy theo diéu kién kinh té va su
dong gop cuia dong bao trong phum sréc do.

O Thanh phé H6 Chi Minh, ngudi Khmer séng khong tap trung
theo cum (phum hay sroc), ma ho sdng rai rac khip cac quan, huyén
trén dia ban Thanh phd. Ho lam 1& cau an bang cach dén chua trong
ngay Gidi hay ngay thuong khi cam thy trong tim c6 déu bét an thi
ho dén chua thinh chu Tang tung kinh cau an chuc phuc. Cac 18 vat
cling cau an rat don gian: bong va trai cay ngii qua, cac vi chu Tang
hudng dan va tung kinh cau an, cAu nguyén cho tai qua nan khoi, bénh
tat tiéu trir, thudn duyén trong cudc song.

Nhu vay, tat ca cac 1& hdi truyén thong ciia nguoi Khmer noi trén
dugce to chire tai chua CandaransT rat trang nghiém, nham thé hién lai
nét dep van héa cta dan toc Khmer. Tin d6 tham dy khong chi ngudi
Khmer ma con c6 nguoi Viét, Hoa, va cac em sinh vién Lao,
Campuchia dang theo hoc & cac truong dai hoc trén dia ban, nguoi
Khmer ¢ gan chia va ngudi Khmer di cu khi bi gii téa di sinh song &
chung cu Bau Cat, va da sb 1a nguoi Khmer ¢ céac tinh thanh nhu: Tra
Vinh, Soc Trang, Kién Giang, Bac li€u, An Giang, Tay Ninh tu cu g?m
cac khu cong nghiép ¢ Cu Chi, Binh Duong, Long An ho déu tap
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chung vé sinh hoat vin hoa 1& hoi & chua khi xa qué. Cac ngay 1& hoi
truyén théng mic du ban nhiéu céng viéc nhung ho van tranh thu dén
chuia dy 18, voi niém vui phan khéi va 1ong hoan hy khi dén chua sinh
hoat van hoa 1& hoi cta dan toc.

Thuong ho dén chua vao cac budi sang, trua va toi, ngudi di chua
ca nam 14n nir vin mic trang phuc truyén théng nhu 4o, quan va do
trang suc nhung hoi it. Vi trang phuc cua nguoi Khmer ¢ Viét Nam
chua ban phd bién & nhiéu cira hang, mubén mua phai qua Campuchia,
cach mac ciing hoi ruom ra, vi vay nén viéc st dung con han ché. Ho
dén chua ban ngay thudng cliing com, bdng, trai cdy, nhang, dén nghe
chu Tang tung kinh, thuyét phap, ban dém thi ho da s ciing tinh tai.

Sau cac nghi thirc chinh ciia 18 hoi 1a chuong trinh vin ngh¢ truyén
thong, bat dau tir 23 gid dén 2 gio sang, v6i sy tham gia cia cac ban
tré Khmer tir cac tinh thanh 1én hoc tép va sinh co lap nghi¢p ¢ Thanh
phé. Ho mua nhiéu diéu mua, nhu: Ldm Liéu, Robam, Tray dam,
Saravan... Ho tham gia rat dong vui, voi nét dac sdc cua toc nguoi.
Khi két thac budi van nghé c6 mot sb nguoi ho ra vé va mot sb nguoi
ho & lai chua dén khi troi sang ho méi vé.

Chua thuong nau cic mén an truyén théng ciia dan toc Khmer
trong cac dip 1& nhu Bun nudc 1éo, banh gimg, cdm dep, dé dai tin do
va khach vao cac ngay 18. L& hoi Ook-Om-Bok thudng td chirc hai
ngdy hai dém. Mdi dém c6 dong nguoi téi dy. Tét Chol Chnam
Thmay thudng duoc t6 chirc ba ngdy ba dém, mdi dém c6 déng nguoi
tham gia, c6 ca ngudi Khmer ¢ gan chua, ngudi Khmer & céc tinh
thanh 1én hoc tap, lam viéc va sinh séng 0 Thanh phé. Ho dén du 18
nghe chu Tang tung kinh, thuyét phap cung dudng tao phudc.

Ngoai viéc dén chua cing duong, ho con phu nhiéu viéc khac khi
dén chua. C6 ngudi ho xem ngdi chua 1a ngdi nha thir hai ciia ho.
Nhiing nam trude kia, dip 1& hoi ngoai chuong trinh thi vin nghé nhu
biéu dién trang phuc Khmer, mua, hat cac diéu mua truyén théng,
chuia con t6 chire nhiéu tro choi dan gian, nhu: kéo co, dap niéu, danh
bong chuyén... Hién nay do sin chiia chat hep nén chua khong to
chtrc, chi con van nghé.



Danh Hitu Lgi. Chua Candararisi trong doi séng van hoa... 99

Chua thanh 1ap d6i van nghé dugc 4 ndm do 6ng Soc Sa RE lam
truong doan, cung voi sy tham gia ciia cdc em hoc sinh, sinh vién la
ngudi Khmer dang theo hoc & Thanh phé, ¢6 hon 10 em tham gia.

Do6i vin nghé thanh lap nhim biéu dién phuc vu cho dong bao
Khmer vao cac dip 1& hoi, biéu dién khi chua t6 chirc hop mit Polta,
hop méat Chél Chnam Thmay va cac sy kién 16n nhd td chire & chua.
Ngoai ra, d6i van nghé¢ con phuc vu & phuong, quan, Thanh phé khi c6
nhu cau nhu dip chio mimg ngay qudc té phu nit, hop mit kiéu bao
ciia Thanh phd, chao mimg ngay thanh lap Poan, ngay bau ctr Hoi
déng nhan dan cua quan, ngay hoi van hoa cac dan tde thiéu sd Viét
Nam t6 chuc tai trung tam van hoéa quan 5, luan phién 3 ndm mat lan
di dién ngay hoi vin hoa Khmer Nam Bo.

Nét dic biét dang luu y 13, Poi thuong gin véi cac hinh thic vin
nghé truyén thong cua nguoi Khmer, tiéu biéu nhu san khau truyén
théng Du ké, R0 bam, mua dan gian nhu Sarikakeo, Saravan,
Romvong... Nhitng hinh thirc miia hat mang d¢am nét vin héa truyén
thong nay duoc cac nghé nhan chuyén nghiép hoic nghiép du biéu
dién ngay tai chiia. Thong qua nhitng budi sinh hoat t6n gido, vin hoa,
xa hoi, gop phan gan két cong dong ngudi Khmer.

Trong vai trd van hoéa, chua Khmer thé hién kha dam nét, rd sirc
bén viing, truyén thdng lau doi cua nguoi Khmer. Nguoi Khmer 13y
ngoi chua 1am biéu tugng ton gido, dong thoi 1am biéu tuong vin hoa
ctia minh, 13 noi tdp trung cao nhét sy két tinh vin héa cta ngudi
Khmer”.

3. Chua 1a noi lvu giir vin héa cong ddng ton gido

Trai qua nhitng thing tram cua lich sir, ngdi chua Khmer 1a noi luu
giit nhitng gia tri van hoa truyén théng cua cong dong. Nhung céc
cong trinh kién tric, cach trang tri chua, chua ¢, chua 16n 1a mét bao
tang hién vat vian hoa ciia nguoi Khmer. Tir kién trac dén trang tri va
tuong tho, cac co sd vit chit con luu lai trong chua chira dung kha
ning sang tao rat 16n ctia nguoi sang tac.

Quan hé giao tiép, cach t6 chuc 18 hoi va nhat 1a thong qua viée day
chir, day ngudi va day nghé trong chuia, di gitp cho chiing ta cé thé
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hinh dung dugc nghé thuat doc dao, nét dep van hoa truyén théng,
ngodn ngit phong phu cua dan toc duge thé hién trong thuc té cudc
sdng va luu truyén tir doi nay sang doi khac®. Didu do, thuong duge
minh ching cu thé trong linh vuc xay dung, trang tri, duc déo, hoi
hoa, diéu khic, dép tugng, tro choi, van nghé¢, sinh hoat, thuyét phap
va trong cac hoat dong cu thé khac duoc dién ra trong cac ngay 18 &
tung chua.

Ciing chinh nho nhu vy, ma trong s6 cac chua Khmer, trong d6 co
chua Candaransi, v6i 16i kién trac va cach bd tri trang nghiém, thé
hién sy linh thiéng, giup cho ching ta co thé khoi phuc lai, bao ton,
luu truyén va phat huy dugc nhiéu nét dep trong van hoa vat chat va
vin hoa tin than cua dan toc. Cac cong trinh xay dung trong chia,
tranh anh, tugng diéu khéc duoc bd tri trong khuon vién chua, chuyén
ké dan gian, birc hoa truyén thuyét vé cudc doi Pirc Phat trong chinh
dién, btc hoa ndi vé nga quy trong sala, cac truyén ké vé Balamon
giao, dugc thé hién trong chua déu duoc trinh bay mot cach séng
dong, bang nhitng duong nét sic sao va kiéu cach ddy tri tudong tuong
cua cong déng dén toc, thé hién su da dang trong cach thtc luu gitr va
trang tri®.

Chua Candaransi thanh 14p Chi hgi Van hoc Nghé thuit Khmer,
thudc Hoi Van hoc Nghé thuat cac dan toc thiéu s6 Thanh phé Hd Chi
Minh nam 1992 qua 5 nhiém ky, hién nay hdi c6 15 thanh vién. Chi
ho6i dai dién cho ngudi Khmer ¢ Thanh phé HO Chi Minh sinh hoat
giao luu véi cac dan toc anh em trén dia ban va cac tinh thanh. Chi hoi
luu gitr lai nhitng nét van hoa ctia dan toc minh trong d6 co6 cac diéu
mua Robam, Saravan, Sarikakeo cac md hinh thu nhé ctia chua, ghe
ngo, chinh dién, v.v...

Hang nam, cir dén ngay chao mimg cac sy kién 16n ciia Thanh phd,
su kién cua dan toc, Chi hoi phdi hop véi Hoi to chirc nhiéu sy kién
chao mung va hudng tng. Chi hdi chua Candaransi dang ky tham gia
nhiéu tiét muc nhu hat, mua Robam, mua Lamliu, Duké... Dic biét,
Chi hoi con dai dién cho Thanh phé tham gia ngay hoi vin hoéa Khmer
Nam Bo.
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Céc moén an truyén thdng cia nguoi Khmer nhu bin nuée 1éo
(Num Mchuk) duoc ndu tai chua, banh gimg (Num Knhay) thuong
nhd lam tir tinh Séc Triang, c¢ém dep (Om Bok) thudng mua tir
Campuchia hodc mua & Ha Tién, tinh Kién Giang roi chua tu tron,
banh tét (Num Chruk) va banh it (Num Tean) thuong nhd mua &
huyén An Bién, huyén Tan Hiép, tinh Kién Giang... Cac m6 hinh 16n
nhé nhu chinh dién, ghe ngo, 6 nudc, kinh 14 budéng, dan nhac ngii
am... duoc trung bay trién 1dm nham giéi thiéu ddc trung ciing nhu
bao t6n va phat huy gi tri van hoa ciia dan toc minh.

V6i nhiéu vai trd, chiia Candarans con 13 noi luu gitt, trong d6 co
mot s6 kinh 14 budng va Tam tang kinh dién gém 101 quyén, trong d6
Gioi luat 13 quyén, Luan 64 quyén, kinh Aphithom 24 quyén, duoc
xem la kho tang van hoa cua dan toc. Mdi khi c6 nhu ciu trong ddi
chiéu, hay tim hiéu vé giao ly nha Phat, phong tuc 18 hoi cua dan toc,
sach lién quan dén dai lich, thi nguoi ta thuong tim dén chua. Chua
luu gitr nhiéu sach kinh, kinh nhat tung, kinh luat luan, sach giang day
tiéng Khmer tur 16p 1 dén 16p 9, sach khoa hoc tu nhién, khoa hoc xa
hoi, bao gidc ngd, bao dan toc, ky yéu hoi thao, v.v... Ngoai ra, chia
con bién soan, dich nhitng phong tuc vin héa 1& hoi truyén thong ciia
toc ngudi Khmer sang tiéng Viét.

Ngoai ra, chia con luu giit dan nhac ngii 4m, tréng sy dam, trang
phuc truyén théng ctia ngudi Khmer. Dan nhac ngii 4m thuong dé biéu
dién ngay 18 hoi, hay tiép doan khach qudc té, dam tang, cau an, khanh
thanh. Trong sy dam thuong phuc vu 1& dang Y, 18 khanh thanh. Hién
nay, chiia con thiéu nhac cong nén dan nhac ngii 4m va trong sdy dam
khong dugce st dung thuong xuyén.

Trang phuc cta ngudi Khmer hién nay con luu gitt khong chi ¢
chtia ma & mot sd gia dinh ciing con nhung khong sir dung phd bién,
chi méac vao cac dip 18 & chua.

Trong nam, ngudi Khmer c¢6 nhiéu 1& 16n nho khac nhau, trong mdi 18
cac chua & dong bang séng Ciru Long néi chung va chua Candaransi
Thanh phé H6 Chi Minh néi riéng déu kién tao lai mo hinh gin lién véi
18 hoi do, cling nhu thuc hién lai nghi thuc cua 18 d6 cho khach moi, tin
d6 mai theo dao hay thé hé tré thay va hiéu dugc y nghia cta 18,
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Két luan

Ngbi chua Candaranst khong chi la noi sinh hoat ton gido, trung
tam sinh hoat vin hoa cong dong, ma con 1a noi luu giir van héa cong
ddng cua toc nguoi Khmer ¢ Thanh phd HO Chi Minh tir trude téi
nay. Chinh noi day, chu Tang va dong bao Khmer dugc vui choi giai
tri sau nhiing ngay hoc tap, lao dong vat va. Hon thé, chiia con nhu
mot biéu trung vin héa cua dan toc Khmer, voi nhimg phong cach
kién triic, diéu khic hét sirc doc dao, chira dung trong d6 nhing gia tri
my thuat. Chua bao gém cac khu vuc chinh, nhu: Chinh dién, sala,
Tang x4, li€u, phong hoc, nha bép, san chua, cot co, thap cbt,. ...
Khong chi gin bé véi chua tir lac sinh ra cho dén khi truéng thanh ma
ngay ca lac vé gia va khi chét di, moi budn vui cia cudc doi mdi
ngudi Khmer déu duge giri gdm & chua. Khong ¢ dau khéc, chua 1a
noi cat giit hai cbt nhitng nguoi da khuat. Véi tat ca nhiing gia tri do,
chiia Candaransi thyc sy tré thanh mot khong gian thiéng gan giii
trong tam thirc ciia nguoi Khmer ¢ Thanh phd Ho Chi Minh.

Ngoi chua con 1a bao tang vé phong tuc, tip quan, ton gido, tin
ngudng va bé day lich sir vin hoa ciia toc ngudi Khmer. Khong nhiing
thé, chua Candaransi con 1a sy két tinh cac gia tri dao duc, tham my va
nghé thuat, giit gin va phat huy cic gia tri van hoa truyén thdng cta
dan toc va chuia khong chi don thuan 13 noi sinh hoat ton gido ma con
1a noi dé nhiing con ngudi xa xir nuong tya, tim vé giita bon bé cude
séng muu sinh. /.
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Abstract

THE ROLE OF CANDARANSI BUDDHIST TEMPLE
IN THE KHMER’S CULTURAL LIFE IN HO CHI MINH CITY

Danh Huu Loi
Department of Religious Studies, GASS
The Khmer temples have a crucial role in the Khmer cultural life since
the majority of the Khmer in Nam Bo (South) are Buddhists. Candaranst
Buddhist temple where religious activities are organized to Khmer people
in Ho Chi Minh City. They do not only come to the pagoda to pray but
they also experience the cultural values through architecture, rituals, art
activities, traditional cuisine. Khmer people in Nam Bo in general and in
Ho Chi Minh City in particular consider the temple as a sacred place with
the quintessence of the community. Therefore, the role of the temple is
reflected in the material and spiritual life.

Keywords: Candaranst; Khmer; Ho Chi Minh City; culture.



