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CAC CHUA NGUYEN VOI TON GIAO
O NAM BQ (THE KY XVII - XVIII)

Tém tit: Qua trinh khai phd va chiém linh Nam B¢ ciia nguoi
Viét dién ra manh mé tir thé ky XVII trong khi Chéan Lap ngdy
cang suy yéu. Ciing trong qud trinh dy, qua viéc té chirc khai
hoang, bdo vé cuw dan, tham gia vao viéc gidi quyét moi qua hé
gitta Xiém - Chan Lap - Champa - Dang Trong va ho Mac ¢ Ha
Tién, cac chiia Nguyén da timg buée xdc ldp chii quyén trén dat
Nam B¢. La thé lyc dirng dau Pang Trong, cdc chia Nguyén
hiéu hon ai hét, muon thu phuc dwoc nhan tdm dé on dinh va
phat trién viing dat méi phai luén ddp iing doi séng tam linh cia
cac céng dong nguwoi noi ddy. Thuwc hién muc tiéu d6, van dé tén
gido dwoc nhing nguoi dimg dau Phi Chiia doi vmg mét cdch
linh hoat théng qua chinh sach di dan khai phd viing ddt méi véi
tinh than tw do va dong ton. Bén canh do, cdc chiia Nguyén da
chii trong hoang dwong Phdt gido Bdc téng, ding Phdt gido dé
hé quéc an dan.

Tir khéa: Ton gido, chiia Nguyén, Nam Bé.

1. Chinh quyén Pang Trong xic lip chii quyén trén ving dat
Nam B¢

Nam B9 thoi ¢d dai thudc 1anh thd cua Vuong quéc Phu Nam. Sau
nam 627 ving dat nay bi Chan Lap thau tom. Tuy nhién phan 1on dat
dai ¢ day con kha hoang vu. Véi truyén théng quen canh tic & cac
ving dat cao va sb luong nguoi con it 6i, ngudi Khmer chua c6 kha
nang to chirc khai thac trén quy mé 16n ving chau thé méi bdi dép.
Ho chi quan cu thanh timg x6m, thon trén cac gidong dat ven thém céc
con rach va hai bén séng Tién Giang, Hau Giang hodc ¢ xung quanh
khu Bay Nii. Dot bién tién (Holocene IV) dién ra tir thé ky VI dén thé

* Pai hoc Vian hoa Thanh phé H6 Chi Minh.
Ngay nhan bai: 21/5/2018; Ngay bién tap: / /2018; Ngay duyét dang: / /2018.



96 Nghién cltu Tén gido. S6'5 - 2018

ky XII, v61 muc nudc xam thuc trung binh khoang 0.8 m, lam ngép
hau hét cac ving triing thap doc hai bd Tién Giang va Hau Giang nhu
ving Ddéng Thap Mudi va T Giac Long Xuyén lai cang khién cho
ngudi Khmer khong thé khai thac dat Thay Chan Lap. Diéu nay lam
tang thém sy hoang vu cho ving Nam B§. Trung tdm chinh tri cua
Chan Lap luc bay gio 1a ving Tonle Sap (Bién Ho). Dan Khmer cu
ngu thua thét & Thay Chéan Lap va hau nhu khong chiu su rang budc
ctia lyc lugng nao. Phan 16n nhitng Oc Nha! & ving Nam B9 14 nhiing
quy toc ¢ quan hé than thudc v6i dan ban dia, tiép tuc duy tri nhiing
truyén théng van hoa Phu Nam. Két qua khao cd cho thay dau tich cua
van hoa Khmer ¢ vung Nam B kha thua thét. Canh tugng hoang vu
dugc Chu Pat Quan mo ta trong chuyén di st dén Chan Lap niam
1297: “Chung t6i di qua bién gidi Cén Lon va vao cira séng,... Tir chd
vao Chan Bb tr¢ di, phan 16n 1a rimg thap cdy ram, mdy leo um tim,
tiéng chim muoéng chen 14n nhau & d6”2. Trong hoi ky nay Chu Dat
Quan ghi lai nhiéu tinh, mdi tinh ¢6 quan chirc va trong mdi tinh
nguoi ta 1ap mot vong thanh vimg chic bang hang rao cdy. Du dan cu
khong méay dong dao, ho cling c6 mot vi quan goi la “mai tiét” (mai —
tsei). Nhung trong danh muc cac quan cai tri ghi: “41 tinh hang nhit, 7
tinh hang nhi, 5 tinh hang ba, 3 tinh hang tu cta toan quyén Cao Mién
xua, cliing khong thdy mot dia danh nao c6 lién quan it nhiéu dén Sai
Gon hay Prei Nokor hodc Prei Kor 3.

Bén canh d6, tir sau thé ky XII, Chan Lap va Champa luén xay ra
xung dot vai nhau. Ngoai ra, nira sau thé ky VIII, quan d6i Java lién
tuc tan cong vao cac qudc gia Pong Nam A luc dia. “Két qua 1a Thuy
Chan Lap bi quan Java chiém,... Cuc dién nay mai dén nim 802 méi
két thic™. Nguoi Chan Lap khong thé lam chi duge ving Nam Bo
ngay nay, budc phai “lang quén quéa khur huy hoang cua n6 va c6 cam
gidc nhu day 1a ving ddt méi hinh thanh™S. Khi dén ving nay vao thé
ky XVI, gido si Alexandre de Rhodes cam nhan diy 1a mot ving dat
“quanh hiu, hoang mac va khong c6 vat gi thudc vé sy song”®. Lé Quy
Pon xac nhan mot thue té: “O phu Gia Dinh, dit Pong Nai, tir ctra
bién Cén Gio, Lbi Lap, Ctra Dai, Cira Tiéu vao toan la rimg rAm hang
ngan dam””. Cac lyc luong dan cu, trong d6 c6 dan Viét dén trudc thé
ky XVII cing chua tu cu dong dao. Theo nhom nghién ctru Thach
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Phuong, Poan T thi “sé nguoi dinh cu trude thé ky XVIII chiém
3.6%; s6 nguoi dinh cu ¢ thé ky XVIII chiém 32.5%; s6 nguoi dinh
cu ¢ thé ky XIX chiém 63.9%”8. Trong cudc diéu tra vé gia pha ¢
Long An nam 1983 ciing cho thay: “trong 88 gia dinh dong ho: s gia
dinh dén Long An vao thé ky XVII chiém 4.5%; sb gia dinh dén Long
An vao thé ky XVIII chiém 29.5%”°. Nha nghién ctu Ly Thi Mai
khing dinh: “D4u 4n cua sy thua thot va non kém nay con dé lai cho
dén tan ngay nay. Vi dy, Bén Tre va Soc Tring nay la hai tinh kha 16n,
nhung lac bay gio chi 1a hai soc (Sork Trey Bén Tre) va Sork Tréang
- Soc Trang). La vung ria cua Chan Lap, Thiy Chéan Lap thuc chét chi
1a noi tri ngu cua phe that thé trong cudc tranh gianh quyén binh &
Chan Lap, tirc 1a twong ty nhu vi tri tdp két cua phe Pé nhi Vuong
(hay Pho Vuong)”'?. Lé Quy Don cho biét s6 lwong nhan khau Dang
Trong nam 1796: “Dinh Long Hd quan s chimg 12.000 ngudi. S6
thon 8 chau Dinh Vién 350 thon, s6 dan 7.000”"". Sach Dai Nam Nhdt
Thong Chi cho biét & An Giang dén nam 1881 chi c6 15.065 suit
dinh'2. Thyc té, vua Chéan Lap chua timg dit chi quyén tai ving dat
Nam B¢ ngay nay.

Tir thé ky XVI, sy thit bai ciia Chan Lap trudc Xiém La xuat phat
tir ndi luc suy yéu, ndi bo triéu dinh rdi ren da dan tdi cac cude chién
tranh quyén doat vi xay ra lién tuc. Chan Lap do d6 ngay cang suy
yéu, budc phai phu thudc vao bén ngoai dé tdn tai. Vua Chey Chettha
I1, 1én ngdi nam 1618, 1a vi vua dau tién ctia Chan Lap tim duong két
giao, dya vao Pang Trong dé chéng lai Xiém. Chinh bdi canh d6 da
tao diéu kién cho chiia Nguyén co diéu kién gay anh hudng ngay cang
sau vao chinh truong Chan Lap. Loi dung thoi co thuan lgi nay, nam
1620 chiia Nguyén Phiic Nguyén chu dong ga cong nit Ngoc Van cho
Chey Chatta II. Tiép d6, nim 1623 ong cho dit cham thu thué & Prey
Nokor (Sai Gon), Kas Krobey (Bén Nghé) va mét dinh dién & Mo
Xoai (Ba Ria) dé khai thac, ddng thoi bao vé sinh nghiép cta dan Viét
trén vung dat moi. Trén vung dat méi, nhu cau cong sinh budc Chan
Lap phai lya chon lam phién than cua Pang Trong. Nam 1658, chia
Nguyén Phiic Tan sai twuéng dem quin dén Chan Lap, bit vua Nic
Ong Chén phai cdng nap. Nam 1674, tuong Chan Lap Nic O Dai cau
clru vién binh Xiém cudp ngdi vua ciia Nac Non, chia Nguyén Phuc
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Tan dem quan danh bai O Pai, “phong cho Non lam Nhi qubc vuong.
O thanh Sai Cén, van phai sang tién céng nhu ¢i”13. Vua Chan Lap da
vai 1an mubn tuyén bd chi quyén ¢ noi ddy, nhung sy hién dién cua
chinh quyén Pang Trong tir thé ky XVII da gop phan lam cho Chan
Lap roi vao tinh trang “anh em ty tranh chap véi nhau, khong nho
dugc ta thi chay sang Tiém, khong nho duoc Tiém thi chay sang ta™!4.
Tur day cac chua Nguyén chuyén mbi quan hé bang giao binh ding
sang mdi quan hé phy thudc. Cung thoi gian nay (1679), bang viéc
“dat yén tiéc dai, an ui,... khién vao & dit bong Phé dé m& mang dat
ay”!5, chiia Nguyén Phiic Tan da “Viét hoa” hai nhém ngudi Hoa cua
Tran Thuong Xuyén va Duong Ngan Dich ¢ ving Pong Nam Bo.

D6i v6i ving Ha Tién, qua viéc phong tudc cho Mac Ciru'® nim
1708, Nguyén Phuc Tan di bién lanh thd nay thanh mot don vi hanh
chinh tryc thugc Pang Trong. Nam 1736 chua Nguyén Phuc Khoat
phong cho Mac Thién T lam Ha Tién Tran D6 dbc, “cho 3 thuyén long
bai, dugc mién thué¢”'’. Nam 1772, chia Nguyén Phic Thuan sai
Nguyén Ctru Dam tién quan “thu phuc cac pha Nam Vang, La Bich”!8,
bao vé vung Ha Tién. Ha Tién ting bude tré thanh mdt b phan khong
thé tach rdi ciia Pang Trong. Paul Bau Det rat dang khi nhan dinh: “Vi
su gitip do cia ngudi Tau ¢ Ha Tién, ngudi An Nam thdy minh 1a chu
nhan khong cai duoc cua ca mién Tay xir Nam Ky”'°.

T ndm 1698, phu Gia Dinh tro thanh mdt trung tdm chinh tri, mot
hau ctr chién luge dé cac chua Nguyén thuc hién khat vong Nam tién.
Niam 1705 Nguyén Ciru Van theo 1énh chia Nguyén dem quan danh
Chan Lap, dua vua Nic Yém trd lai La Bich (Phnom Penh), dong thoi
t6 chirc cho quan dan khai khin ruéng dat & Viing Gu (hay con goi la
Cu Uc, vam rach Chau Phé thudc ving Tan An, tinh Long An ngay
nay). Nam 1732, chinh quyén Dang Trong “sai tuéng di danh Cao
Mién, lay dat Sai Gon, lap dinh Long Ho chau Pinh Vién™. Thyc té
cho thay, quan doi cua chua Nguyén nhiéu lan dap tan cic cudc tin
cong xam lugc cua cac luc lugng thu dich trén viung chau thd Ciru
Long giang (vao cac nam 1620, 1658, 1674, 1705, 1732, 1737, 1755,
1757, 1772, 1783). Két qua d6 vira ddp tmg khat khao cua lwu dan
dang can mot sy bao ho, dong thoi gitp cac chiia Nguyén dat duoc
muyc tiéu mo rong lanh thé phuong Nam. Timg phin dit Tay Nam Bo
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lan luot thudc quyén quan 1y cua Pang Trong. Nim 1739, chua
Nguyén Phuc Khoat sai quan chinh phat ldy dat Trin Di va Tran
Giang (tirc ving Hau Giang, Can Tho va Bac Liéu ngiy nay). Nam
1755, Nguyén Cu Trinh dem quén chinh phat, 1dy dugc hai phii TAm
Bon va Loi Xap (chi yéu ving Long An va Tién Giang) lap lam chau
Pinh Vién quy thudc vao dinh Long Ho: “di danh nuéc Cao Mién qua
3 nam, chidu an dwoc din quy hang ngudi Cén Man trdn Thudn
Thanh. Vua cao Mién 1a Ong Nguyén chay di La Bich, ding dat hai
phit TAm Mon va Loi Xap. Cu Trinh nhan liy, cho quan déng gitr,
chia vach dia gi6i. Lai v& ban do dang 1én, méi lap lam chiu Pinh
Vién”2!. Hai nam sau, Nic Ton (Outey II) hién dang dat Tam Phong
Long? va 5 phu??, chia Nguyén Phiic Khoat sap nhap vung dt 4y vao
lanh thd Pang Trong. Qudc sir quan triéu Nguyén xac nhan: “Nic Tén
bén dang dat Tam Phong Long. Cu Trinh va Phuc Du tau xin doi dinh
Long H) dén xir TAm Bao. Lai dat dao Pong Khau & xtr Sa Déc, dao
Tan Chau ¢ Tién Giang, dao Chau Péc & Hau Giang, 1iy quan dinh
Long Hb dé tran ap. By gio Nac Tén lai cit nim phu Huong Uc, Can
Bot, Chan Sum, Sai Mat, Linh Quynh dé ta on Mac Thién T@. Thién
T cho tridu dinh. Chiia cho 1 nim phu iy vao quan hat Ha Tién”24,
Dinh Long HO thoi diém nay bao géom Tran Di (Bac Liéu), Tran
Giang (Can Tho), Mésa (My Tho), Loi Lap (con goi 1a Xoi Lap chi
ving GO Cong, Tién Giang ngay nay), Tam Bao (Longhor — Vinh
Long), Tam Boén (Tan An, Long An), Tra Vang (Tra Vinh va Bén
Tre), Ba Thic (S6c Trang), Tam Phong Long (phan 1én thudc ving
An Giang, Pong Thap). Nha st hoc Phan Huy Lé cho rang véi két qua
do, “cac chiia Nguyén da vé xong phan cudi dé hoan thanh toan bo
ban d6 lanh thé quéc gia”s. Pd Quynh Nga ciing khing dinh: “dén
nam 1757 duoc coi nhu da két thiic qua trinh md dit cua cac chua
Nguyén o Pang Trong”26. Theo tic gia, cong cudc mé cdi phuong
Nam 14 mot qua trinh hoat dong khai pha lau dai cua luu dan két hop
v6i su bao trg cua chinh quyén Pang Trong. Hon nita, khong dé& dang
trong vi¢c bao toan thanh qua nay. Vao thang 6 nam 1772, quan Xiém
xam lan lanh thd, chila Nguyén Phiic Thuan phai gip rat sai Nguyén
Ctru Pam tién quan bao vé ving Ha Tién, dong thoi 1énh cho Nguyén
Cu Trinh “thu phyc cic phu Nam Vang, La Bich, dua Nic Tén trd vé
nude™?’ thanh 1ap cac dao Pong Khiu ¢ Sa Péc, dao Tan Chau & Tién
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Giang, dao Chau Pbc & Hau Giang, Can Tho va An Giang. Viéc lap
céc dao cho thay t6 chirc hanh chinh va bd may quan ly cta cac chiia
Nguyén dbi voi dat nay con kha 1ong 1éo, don gian, ning tinh quan su,
dién hinh cho mot ving dat méi khai pha. Thyc t& sau nhitng su kién
Nic Tén dang cho chia Nguyén dat Tam Phong Long, chinh quyén
bang Trong mdi thuc sy lam chu ving Tay Nam B¢ ngay nay. Nhung
ngay ca khi d6, cac chiia Nguyén con phai dbi mat véi sy vo thira
nhan tir Chan Lap va Xiém La. Chinh quyén Pang Trong van phai ton
rat nhiu cong strc va binh lyc cho viéc khing dinh chu quyén va bao
vé lanh tho. Nam 1780, Nguyén Phiic Anh dbi tén dinh Hodng Trin
lam dinh Vinh Tran, roi ly s¢ vé Long Ho (Tp. Vinh Long, tinh Vinh
Long) dé quan 1y thém ving Chau D¢ méi budc dau duoc khai pha.
Thang 2 nam 1791, Nguyén Phuc Anh tién thém mét budc trong viée
xac 1ap chi quyén thong qua sic chi quy dinh vé thong thuong: “sic
cho dao Tan Chau rang tir nay c6 sit Chan Lap dén thi chi cho hai
chiéc thuyén chd Chanh phé sir di do séng Tién Giang tién vio, con
bao nhiéu luu hét ¢ thu s¢. Nhu c6 mudn sang budn ban thi cho phép
song Hau Giang & Chau Pc ma di, khong duogc trai vuot”28. Mic du
vy, nam 1757 vin 1a diu mdc quan trong ghi nhan thanh qua vi dai
ctia cac chua Nguyén trong viée xac 1ap chi quyén trén ving dat Nam
B0 ngay nay.

Song hanh véi bién phap vii lyc, cac chila Nguyén thyc hién di dan
mo réng cuong vuc. Tran Thi Thanh Thanh nhan dinh: “Lao dong
khai hoang 13p rudng ciia nguoi Viét trong cac thé ky XVII, XVIII di
bién vung dit Nam B¢ hau nhu con hoang vu sinh 1ay khi ho méi dat
chan t6i, thanh mot ving dat canh téc tdt,... Ho da thé hién vai tro chu
luc trong cong cudc khai pha va thuc sy tro thanh ngudi chu nhan
chinh cua vung déat nay”?°. Tao diéu kién cho di dan tu do khai hoang,
1ap 4p, trén co s& do dung chinh quyén quan ly va bao vé cu dan, tiép
theo 1a di dan c6 t6 chirc, khai pha trén quy mé 16n hon rdi tuyén bd
chi quyén lanh thd 1a duong 16i dugc cac chua Nguyén thyuc hién
trong subt tién trinh mé ci. Pudng 16i nay thé hién vai tro quan trong
co tinh quyét dinh cta chinh quyén Pang Trong & viéc bién qua trinh
khai hoang tu phat thanh ty giac, dong thoi tao dong luc cho su nghiép
khai pha va xac 1ap chu quyén. Cong cudc khai pha ldnh thd dudi su
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linh dao cua chinh quyén Pang Trong di lam cho ving dat hoang vu
thuc sy chuyén minh. Puong 16i “Luu dan di trudc — Nha nude theo
sau” dugc dung lam phuong cach chii yéu trong qua trinh Nam tién,
song ¢ day khong chi c6 cac luu dan tu phat di khai hoang ma con
duge “di trude” theo chu truong khuyén khich, t6 chirc va bao ho cua
chinh quyén Pang Trong. Vi vdy, ngay ca khi “luu dan di trudc” thi
vai tro cua chinh quyén Pang Trong di thé hién r6 qua diu an cia
nhitng don thu & nhiing noi xung yéu dé chdng giic, an dan, bao vé
cha quyén. Bang cac bién phap phul hop va lién tuc, chinh quyén Pang
Trong da xac 1ap duoc chil quyén trén ving Nam Bo ngiy nay.

2. Bite tranh ton gido & Nam B§ (thé ky XVII - XVIII)

Do nhitng mau thuan giita Pang Trong — Champa — Chan Lap di
dua dén sy di cu cia mot s6 ngudi Cham di xa hon vé phia Nam. Mic
du vay, ngudi Khmer van 1a mot luc luong cu tra dang ké. Hon nira,
vbn 13 cu dan dinh cu trudc, cong déng nguoi Khmer trén thyuc té co
nhitng dong gép khong nho trong qua trinh tao dung nén van hoa, ton
gido Nam Bo. Cho t6i thé ky XVI, ving Nam B6 van la mot “trung
tAm van hoa co qua khir huy hoang™°. Sinh sdng rai rac ¢ ving Ciru
Long giang, tuyét dai da sd ngudi Khmer tin theo Phat gido
Therevada3!. “Tur thé ky XII tr¢ di, dao Phat tiéu thura 1a chd duya tinh
than chu yéu cua ca cong dong nguoi Khmer, tir ¢ dé ra nhimng luat
dinh ton giao ma moi nguoi trong cong dong déu tuan thu32. Pdi véi
cu dan Khmer ving Nam B9, Phat gido da chiém vi thé doc ton trén
linh vuc chinh tri — xa hoi, van hoa. Doi séng tam linh gén chat vao
gi4o 1y nha Phat mang tinh truyén théng va khép kin “da chi phdi
manh mé& doi séng cta nguoi dn va tao nén nhitng dudng nét co ban
trong nén vin hoa cta ngudi Khmer”33. Phat gido ma dai biéu cua no
1a nhitng ngdi chua di dong vai tro trung tam d6i voi doi sdng van hoa
— x4 hoi nguodi Khmer. Ngudi Khmer tir lac sinh ra cho dén luc chét,
moi budn vui ciia cude doi déu gin bo véi ngdi chua. Pay khong chi
1a noi to chirc nhitng ngay 1& hoi Phat gido thuin tay ma con 14 trung
tam sinh hoat vin héa, xa hoi ctia mdi ngudi. Vi thé trong cudc sdng
thuong ngay, du su sdi & chua hay dan ching tai thé déu phai rén
luyén theo dao phap ciia Thich Ca. C6 nha nghién ctru cho rang: “Pic
diém cta dan toc Khmer 1a gfm lién v&i Phat gido khong tach ra dugc,



102 Nghién cru Tén gido. S6'5 - 2018

vi cac vi su dén chua tu déu la con em cua déng bao dan toc. Chua
Phat 13 noi tu hanh ctia cac vi su sii, 1a noi 1am 18 cua déng bao, 1a noi
gido duc, dao tao con em cua dong bao dén tdc, 1a trung tAm vin hoa,
dong thoi ciing 14 noi tho phuong nhitng ngudi than cia dong bao dan
toc khi an nghi cudi ciing” 34,

Su chuyén dong va thay doi da dién ra nhanh chéng tir khi nhiing
nhom luu dan Viét dén Pong bang séng Ciru Long. Pong hanh vai
luu déan trong cong cudc khai pha dat phuong Nam, vin hoa Viét du
nhap ngiy cang manh mé vao dat Nam Bo. Xuét than tir Pang Ngoai,
“y6n ton sung nhat l1a Nho giao thir dén 1a Phat gido, cudi cung la Lio
gi40”33, nguoi Viét coi Tam gido 1 nét vian hoa tim linh truyén thong.
Qua trinh cong cu, luu dan Viét da c¢b gang thau nhan vin hoa ban dia
dé phat trién. Luu dan Viét ngay cang quy tu dong ddo 1am cho vin
hoa Viét dan tré thanh dong chu luu trén ving dat méi khai pha.

Bén canh do, cac cudc di dan da dua ton gido cua nguoi Cham vao
phuong Nam. Ton gido tir Trung Hoa, Nhat Ban va Phuong Tay ciing
tran sang manh mé&. Cac st quan triéu Nguyén xac nhan: “thuyén budn
ctia nguoi Thanh va cac nudc Tay Duong, Nhat Ban, Cha Va di lai tip
nap, do d6 ma phong hoa Han thidm dan vao dat Pong Phd3¢. Trong
hoan canh nhu vay, nguoi dan Nam B¢ da thau nap tat ca trén tinh
than hén dung mot cach ty nhién. G. Condominas khi nghién ciru vé
dic trung van héa Pang Trong di nhan dinh: “Sy mé rong lanh thd vé
phia Nam theo chiéu dai ctia Viét Nam di lam cho ton gido ¢ day
thém da dang. Trudc hét 1a nhitng ngudi Cham sdng trén mot dai dong
bang duyén hai nho bé voi tin ngudng ton gido Ba la mén gido va Hoi
gido; sau do6 1a cac tin @6 Khmer theo Phat giao Theravada ¢ dong
bang song Mekong. Ba ton giao nay cing voi nhiing yéu t6 cta nén
vin héa Pong Duong thoi so khai két hop voi nhau tao thanh mot
thuyét hon dung chdng 1én nhau mot cach sau sic co 18 1a hon Tam
gido cua nguoi Viét Nam™’. Sy giao thoa trén linh vuc ton gido cang
dién ra manh m&. C6 thé néi, Nam B6 thé ky XVII - XVIII la diém tu
hoi va giao thoa vin hoa, ton giao. Nhiéu tén giao khac nhau nhu Nho
gido, Phat giao Béc tong, Pao gido, Islam, Cong gido lan toa theo
budc chén nhiing lua dan khai hoang trong khi cac ton giao, h¢ tu
tudng duoc coi la truyén théng nhu Balamon — An D6 gido, Phat giao
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Nam tong, tin ngudng dan gian van ton tai va bién doi. Thuc té di
dién ra cudc “va cham” giita cac nén vin minh trén ving dat méi. Pa
dan toc, da ton giao 1a nét dic trung ctia vian héa Nam Bo. O day nay
sinh mot nhu cau thong nhat trong sy tiép bién 1an nhau giita cac
ludng van hoéa. Trén tién trinh giao thoa dy, vin hoa, t6n gido cua
ngudi Viét dan trd thanh dong chu luu.

3. Chinh sach ton gido ciia cac chiia Nguyén & Nam B§

3.1. Vin dé ton gido dwoc thwe hién trén tinh than tw do va dong
ton

Tinh da dang va phirc tap cua van hoa Nam Bo chi phbi khong nho
dén chinh sach ton gido cua cac chua Nguyén. Trong giai doan dau thé
ky XVII, mdi quan tim 16n nhét ctia cac chiia Nguyén 1a danh diu su
hién dién ctia minh ¢ ving dat phan 16n 1a hoang héa nay. Do do,
nhing nguoi ding dau chinh quyén Pang Trong chua quan tim nhiéu
dén van d¢ ton gido. Bién phap dau tién 1a cac Chia thyc hién chinh
sach di dan dé khai hoang, m¢ rong lanh tho. Tét nhién, qua trinh di
dan ciing dong nghia v&i qua trinh di chuyén tén giao boi cac ton gido
ludn gan lién v6i nhitng nhom cu dan nhat dinh.

Chinh quyén chua Nguyén t6 chirc cac cudce di dan tir ving Ngii
Quang38, khuyén khich Nam tién, khai pha dat hoang, thanh 1ap céc
thon, 4p ciia ngudi Viét. Hai s& thu thé ¢ Sai Gon, Bén Nghé va mot
d6n binh & M6 Xoai thé hién 1d vai tro cta chinh quyén cic chua
Nguyén, dong thoi ciing cho thiy sy hién dién ngay cang dong dao
cia nguoi Viét. Khi nghién clru vé qua trinh khai pha dat Nam B9,
Paul Bau Det khing dinh: “Cung véi tit ca nhimg ké ngheo kho, vé ky
luat, khong co tén trong ndi tich, dao ngt, di theo con co nhing ke bi
XU an phong truc, va ca nhitng ngudi bi quan lai d6i xir ha khic hoac
mubn trén tranh nhitng thué ma qua sie ning né. Tat ca c6 doan ngudi
gom nhiing ké sdng ngoai vong phap luat dy 1a mot doi quan tién
phong... Dot hai la nhitng nguoi tu nguyén do chinh quyén to chirc™°.
Niam 1698, chiia Nguyén Phuc Chu cho 1ap phu Gia Pinh gdom 2 dinh
Tran Bién va Phién Tran, “md& rong dat thém duoc nghin dam, dugc
hon 4 van hg, beén chiéu mo nhiing dan xiéu dat tur B6 Chinh tro vé
Nam cho dén ¢ cho dong. Thiét 1ap xa thon phudng ap, chia cit gidi
phan, khai khin ruéng dat, dinh 1énh thué t6 dung, lam s dinh dién. Lai
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ldy nguoi Thanh dén budn ban ¢ Tran Bién 1ap lam xa Thanh Ha, &
Phién Tran, l4p xd Minh Huong. Tir d6 ngudi Thanh ¢ budn ban déu
thanh dan ho cua ta”¥. Lé Quy Pon di ghi lai hanh dong quyét tim
trong viéc chiém linh lanh thd phia nam cta cac chiia Nguyén: “Phii
Gia Pinh, dit Déng Nai, tir cac ctra bién Can Gid, Soai Lap, cua bai,
ctra Tiéu, toan 13 rimg rdm hang may nghin dim, ho Nguyén trudc danh
nhau v6i Cao Mién, ma lay dwoc, méi chiéu md nhitng dan co vat lyc &
xt Quang Nam céc phu Pién Ban, Quang Ngai, Quy Nhon cho doi téi
& ddy, phat chit mé mang, hét thay thanh bang phang, dit nuéc mau
md, cho dan tu chiém, trong cau va 1am nha cira. Lai thu con gai con
trai nguoi Moi & cac dau ngudn, dem ban 1am nd ti (nguoi den toc quin
1a nguoi Moi thyc, gia 20 quan, hoi tring, gia chi hon 10 quan), cho tyr
liy nhau, sinh dé nu6i ndng thanh ngudi, cay rudng lam nghé nghiép. ..
Ngudi gidu cé & cac dia phuong hodc 40. 50 nha, hodc 20, 30 nha, mdi
nha déu c¢6 nd hodc dén 50, 60 ngudi”*!. Tuy nhién, viéc cho phép mua
bét ngudi Moi 1am nd ti hodac ndng nd thién vé chinh sach x4 hoi. Chinh
sach nay khong noéi 1én sy phan biét, ky thi hay triét pha ton gido cua
nguoi Khmer cling nhu nguoi Cham & Nam Bo.

Song song véi viéc dua nguoi Viét vao dat phuong Nam, bang bién
phép tryc tiép va gian tiép, cac chia Nguyén da dua mot lyc lwong déng
ké nguoi Cham dén ving dat méi. Trong thé ky XVII da c¢6 3 dot di dan
16n ctia ngudi Cham dén Chan Lap, trong d6 dot nim 1692 c6 quy md
16n nhat. Bay gio vua Champa 1a Po Cheng Chan (Ba Tranh) phai tir bo
vuong tridu di dan theo 5.000 gia dinh tin d5 dao Bani sang Chan Lap
ty nan. Vua Chan Lap 1a Nic Thu tiép nhan va cho ¢ gan Lovek. Sau
d6, s6 nguoi Cham dan kéo sang dong hon. “Bién nién sir Campuchia
da ghi lai: Co khoang 5.000 gia dinh nguoi Cham dudi sy huéng dan
cia cac quan chirc cao cip thudc tridu dinh Champa da vuot diy
Truong Son dén Campuchia vao cac nam 1692 - 169342, Nam 1755,
chtia Nguyén sai Nguyén Cu Trinh dem quan chinh phat Chan Lap
d6ng thoi dua nhém cu dan nay vé chan nai Ba Dinh (ttrc nai Ba Pen ¢
Tay Ninh). Pai Nam Thuwc Luc ghi: “Nguyén Cu Trinh tirc thi dem 5
d6i tuy binh dén ciru. Quan Chén Lap phai lui. Nguyén Cu Trinh bén ho
vé hon 5.000 trai gai Con Man vé dong & chan nui Ba Dinh™*3. Véi
quyét sach nay, chinh quyén Dang Trong di tao diéu kién cho sy hdn
dung ton gido gitta cac nhom ngudi Viét - Cham - Khmer.
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Dic trung trong doi sdng ton gido ciia cu dan Khmer Nam B9 1a tinh
than doc 1ap va khép kin. Tam 1y lo so vong ban, dong hoa di khién
ngudi Khmer khong dé rang don nhan cai méi. Trinh Hoai Dic ghi lai
mét biéu hién cu thé & vung Pong Nam Bo: “Luc éy dia dau cua Gia
Pinh 1a M6 Xoai va Dong Nai, tai hai xr 4y di c6 dan ctia nudc ta dén
cung voi dan Cao Mién khai khin ruéng dit. Nguoi Cao Mién rat kham
phuc uy duc cua triéu dinh, ho dem nhuong dét 4y rdi kéo nhau tranh di
noi khac ching dam tranh chip diéu gi”**. Nhung vdi truyén thong van
héa clia minh, tiy theo timg mirc d6, ngudi Viét ludn sin sang thau
nhan ton gido khic. Chua thiy ngudn st liéu nao dé cap toi su xung dot
t6n gido giira nhitng nhom luu dan. Co thé khong hodc co rat it diéu do
xay ra. Bang con duong hoa binh, vin héa Viét nhu nhitng dong phu sa
ém & dan phu dap khip dat trén ving Nam B9.

Mot su kién dang chil ¥ vao nam 1692, cac chua Nguyén “da co y
mudn dong hoa dan Cham nén co 1énh bat ho phai mic quan 4o theo
16i nguoi Viét™. Hanh dong nay da khong mang lai két qua nhu
mong mudn, nguoc lai da khién cho nhiéu nguodi Cham phai bo sang
Chan Lap. Kinh nghiém tur thanh cong ctua chinh sach dung hoa ton
gido trén viing Ngii Quang ma trung tdm 1a kinh d6 Phi Xuén véi biéu
hién rd nhat qua ngdi chia Thién Mu da gitp chinh quyén Pang
Trong nhén ra rang: khong thé dung vii lyc dé tuyén chién véi ton
gi4o. Bién phap chu yéu duoc cac chiia Nguyén thyc thi 1a thira nhan
tu do tin ngudng, chap nhan sy dong ton cua nhidu tén gido. Nhitng
ngudi ding dau Phu Chua thé hién tinh than ton trong truyén thong
béng viéc thuc hién chinh sach bt bao dong voi tat ca cac ton giao, tin
ngudng. Trén nhitng ving dit c¢6 nhiéu cu dan Khmer quan cu (nhu
Tra Vinh, Soc Tring, Bac Liéu), chinh quyén cac chiia Nguyén di ap
dung ché do tu quan. Chéng han nam 1789, Nguyén Phiic Anh di ban
lénh cho phép “Oc nha Chich (ngudi Chén Lap) lam an phu Tra
Vinh™#, Hai nim sau, Nguyén Phtic Anh ban Iénh: “Cho phép hang
dan va nguoi Puong (Hoa kiéu) cii méi & dao Long Xuyén, ai mubn
lam ddn dién ma d6 lam rong khong du thi nha nude cho vay, mdi
nam thu thoc suu moi ngudi 8 hoc, thué than xem nhu quan hang, dao
dich déu mién. Ké nao khong mudn 1am don dién thi bat phai thu dich
tong chinh, dé rin ké choi boi ludi biéng. Nhimg ngudi Phién va
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ngudi Puong ¢ hai pha Ba Sic va Tra Vinh ciing cho khan dat lam
d6n dién mdi ndm thu théc suu mdi nguoi 5 hoc”¥. Hé qua tich cua
chinh sach nay dem lai da tao ra mgt moi trudng ton gido an hoa, dap
{mg nhu cau tdm linh cta nhiéu cong dong cu dan noi day. Poi song
van hoa - xi hoi ¢ trung tim cang thi 1on nhat ving dugc phan anh
trong Gia Pinh Thanh Théng Chi phan nao giup hinh dung ra birc
tranh ton gido & Nam B¢ thoi ky nay: “luu dan nguoi ta cung nguoi
Puong (Trung Qudc), nguoi Tdy Dwong, nguoi Cao Mién, nguoi DO
Ba (Indonesia) dén kiéu ngu dong chung 16n, ma y phuc khi dung déu
theo tuc tng nude™8,

3.2. Cdc chiia Nguyén h¢ tri Phit gido Bic truyén

La nhitng ngudi dung dau Pang Trong, cac chia Nguyén hiéu hon
ai hét, muén on dinh va phat trién ving dat mdi, dang va sé can tiép
tuc tp hop nhidu nhan lyc dé khai pha thi an dan 1a co s¢ quan trong.
Dé an déan phai dap tmg dwoc doi sdng tam linh ciia cac cong dong
ngudi, thu phuc dwoc nhan tim. Piéu nay phu thuéc mot phin vio
viéc dbi ung voi ton giao. Trén thuc té, khi d3 chiém linh duoc ving
lanh thé rong 10n nay, cac chiia Nguyén cd gang timg budc nim lay
linh hén cta than dan bang cach chd trong hoang dwong Phat gido,
dung Phat gido dé ho qudc an dan.

Xuit than tir nén tang Nho gido chinh théng, ra di tim dat ding
chan, ho Nguyén dé bi coi 1a “cat cir”, “tao phan”, boi quan niém
trung quén ai qudc truyén théng trong Nho gido. T budc thoat hiém
dau tién cho dén lic quyét tim tao lap su nghiép trén ving dat moi
Pang Trong, lam ddi trong voi Pang Ngoai, van dé tién quyét cia ho
Nguyén la phai timg budc dwa vao Phét gido dé khiang dinh dugc tinh
chit hop 1ong déan, thudn y Troi — Phat, lam tinh than chu dao trong
chién lwgc nhan tim cho chinh thé méi. Hon nira, trong budi hdong
hoang ctia Nam B9, khong phai cic chia Nguyén khong mudn phat
trién Nho giao ma Nho gido chua ¢ co s dé phat trién. Thyc té cho
thdy, mai dén nam 1715 chinh quyén Pang Trong méi dung duoc mot
Vin Miéu ¢ Tran Bién. Pao gido thi dugc nguoi dan tiép thu 1ong
ghép vao trong Nho va Phat. Nha nghién ctu Li Tana c6 co s¢ voi
ludn giai: “Khong thé sir dung Nho gido vi nhiing khing dinh co ban
ctia Khong gido tryc tiép mau thuan véi vi tri ciia ho Nguyén bi coi 1a
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mot ché do li khai va ndi loan véi triéu dinh. Tuy nhién, ho Nguyén lai
khong dam di qua xa va khong dam tim ra mdt giai phap hoan toan
khac biét v6i truyén thdng ctia ngudi Viét phia Bic. Trong hoan canh
ay, Phat gido dd cung cap mot giai phap dap ung nhu cau cua ho
Nguyén. Phat gido mdt mat déy manh ban sic dan tdc cua nguoi Viét,
mat khac 1am ling dong cac mbi lo au ciia nguoi di dan ma khong dat
lai van d& tinh hop phap cia nhitng nguoi cai tri” #°. Tac gia Tran
Thuén ciing khiang dinh: “Cac chia Nguyén danh cho Phat giao mot
sy vu ai va ho dén voi Phét gido biang ca sy sung tin cao do... Cac
chia Nguyén hudng vé dao Phat, mot ton giao mang tinh truyén
thdng, gin bo voi phong tuc va tin ngudng cua ngudi Viét Nam trong
sudt chiéu dai lich st dan toc”0. C6 thé noi, hoan canh thuc t& budc
nhitng nguoi ding dau chinh quyén Pang Trong phai lya chon mot hé
tu tudng, mot ton giao dai dién cho chinh quyén, dong thoi co thé thay
thé cho t6n gido ban dia. Cac chiia Nguyén dya vao Phat gido dé tri
nude hoan toan phu hop véi thuc tién ving dat Nam Bo.

Mit khéc, ¢ giai doan s thuy nay, Phat gido ¢ day chii yéu la Phat
gido binh dan. Nhu ciu phd bién cac gido 1y cao siéu ciing nhu vé t6
chirc tong phai ciing chwa burc thiét ddi v6i ngudi dan mo dat phuong
Nam. Céc su ting theo dong ngudi di khai khan ddng thoi 1a nhiing
ngudi di mo ¢di ciing don 1& an tu, tu lap thao am, giup dan chita
bénh, trir ta, ctru khd ctru nan ma it truyén ba gido 1y cao siéu. Thuc
hién nhitng chinh sach cu thé trong viéc két nap kinh phap, dung chua
moi, ban “sic tG”, “bién ngach”,... nhiing ngudi dimg dau phu Chaa
gop phan quan trong dua Phat gido binh dan cai thién vi thé. Pong
thoi bang nhitng bién phap nay, chinh quyén Dang Trong c6 thé vion
ban tay quyén luc ciia minh xuéng moi thon cting ngd hém. Céc chua
Nguyén “tily duyén” nim ldy thoi thé, tao diéu kién cho Phat gido trd
thanh “danh chinh ngon thuan” vé mat tinh than va ding nd dé cd két
nhén tam. Vi vy, nhiéu vi chua Nguyén té ra sung mo dao Phat, hét
long ho tri Phat giao.

Cac chua Nguyén nhan thac rat rd mot thuc té & Nam BO, nguoi
Viét 1a lyc luong chu dao trén con duong “Nam tién”, van hoa Viét trd
thanh dong chu luu & phuong Nam. Hau nhu ngudi Viét dén dau thi
Phat gido Bic truyén hién dién ¢ d6 (xem Bang 1). Luc lugng nay
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trung thanh va déng hanh cing cac chia Nguyén sudt cudc truong
chinh mo ¢6i, xac 1ap chi quyén. Déi v6i nguoi Viét, Phat giao von da
tré thanh mot nét van hoa truyén théng. Su hién dién cia nguoi Viét
dugc biéu hién rd nhét thong qua nhitng ngdi chiia, am moc trén ving
dat moi. Luu dan di trude, Nha nude theo sau, qué trinh giao thoa vin
hoa di dién ra trudc va dong hanh véi qua trinh xac 1ap quyén thdng
tri. Theo dién trinh d6 Phat giao ndi riéng, van hoa Viét ndi chung dan
chiém uu thé. Mat khac, thuc t& & dit Nam Bo giai doan nay, cong
d6ng nguoi 16n thi hai sau cu dan Viét 1a nhém ngudi Khmer rit sing
mo Phat gido Nam truyén. Giira tong phai ciia ngudi Khmer va ngudi
Viét (va cua ca nguoi Hoa kiéu) mac du khéac biét & mot s6 diém song
van c6 hang s6 chung trong gido ly va gido luat. Trén thuc té, & mirc
d6 khac nhau tuy timg nhém cong dong, giita hai tong phai nay di co
su tiép nhan 1in nhau & 18i tu tap ciing nhu kién tric cac ngdi chua.
Pay 1a co so dé cac cong dong cung gin bo, chung sdng hoa binh. Su
lwa chon ciia nhan déan 14 co s¢ dé nhiing nguoi dung dau chinh quyén
Dang Trong thuan theo nhan tim, xién duong Phat giio.

Van dé cta chinh quyén Dang Trong 1a chon Phét giao Bic truyén
hay Phat Nam truyén s& phut hop nhat cho duong 16i tao dung va phat
trién Nam B9.

Céc chua Nguyén khong chi trong phat trién Phat gido Nam tong
boi dong phai ndy von anh hudng rat siu sic trong cong dong nguoi
Khmer, trong khi Phat gido Bic tong dang 1a su lya chon cia da s6 luu
dan Viét - luc lugng dong dao va trung thanh nhat véi ho Nguyén.
Hon nita, thyc té cho thay Phat giao Nam tong - hé tu tudng ctia ngudi
Khmer trong giai doan nay da to ra bt luc trong nhiém vu lam b¢ do
tinh than, dam bao su ton tai ctia Chan Lap. Do do, thay vi ho tri Phat
gido ¢ phia Nam, mot so chua Nguyén da cha dong phai nguoi 1én
phia Bic moi cao ting, thinh kinh phéap, ban sic ttr. Dua vao Phat gido
Bic truyén, cac chia Nguyén c6 thé canh tan vin hoa ban dia, thay thé
dang tbi cao trong doi sdng tAm linh ctia moi thin dan noi day.

Mic du khong cha trong phat trién Phat gido Nam truyén, nhung
trén tinh than vién dung cua Phat gido, ton trong yéu t6 ban dia, cac
chta Nguyén van tao diéu kién dé cong dong Khmer tu do duy tri t6n
gido ctia minh. Két qua thong ké cua tac gia cho thay trong sd 33 ngdi
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chua ciia nguoi Khmer ton tai ¢ giai doan nay thi c6 dén 17 chua (hon
50%) dugc dyng moi.

Nhin quan chinh tri gitp cac chia Nguyén hiéu hon ai hét, trén
ving dat nay, nguodi dan Khmer bao doi dd quen voi mot thuc thé
chuyén chinh ma ¢ d6 vua c6 mot dia vi va tu cach duy nhat ca phan
tran tyc 1an tim linh cta moi ngudi dan qua sy két hop chit ché giira
vuong quyén va than quyén mang tinh ton gido. Su két hop giita
vuong quyén va thin quyén rat chit ché: Vua dugc dong nhat véi
Than - Phat. Theo mo hinh Nho giao ciia Trung Hoa, Hoang dé -
Thién tir 1a nguoi chiu ménh Troi, nghia la nguoi duoc chon dé “thay
Troi hanh dao”. Trong khi mé hinh Vua - Than (dnh hudng van minh
An D9): Than va Vua duoc hop nhét sau khi da trai qua nghi 18 huyén
bi va linh thiéng, cing la nguoi dugc chon nhung la sy chon lya vua
manh tinh mic dinh vira ¢6 diéu kién. O day c6 nhitng diém tuong
ddng véi Phat gido Dai Thura theo tu tudng luan hoi. Moi ngudi tin
réng, cac vi Than - Phat s& hoa than vao vi vua dé ban phat cho chiing
dan cudc séng an lanh. Bang chinh sach tryc tiép b tri su try tri hodc
ban “sic ti” (sdc trong sic chi), “bién ngach” (mot dang “bing cong
nhan”), chinh quyén Pang Trong da chuyén d6i hé chua thap nay trd
thanh chua cong, truc thudc phu Chua. Ngoi chua dau tién mang vai
tro do 1a chua Bao quéc (Sa"lc ta ho quéc) & Tan Van thudc Tran Bién.
C6 thé noi, cac chiia Nguyén di chu trwong lay Phat gido Béc truyén
dé ghi dAu sy hién dién coa minh trén con duong Nam tién. Déng thot,
day duoc xem nhu mot hanh dong ddy quyét tim nham thay thé dia vi
chi t6n trong tdm hon nguoi dan ban dia. Bén canh dé, quy y Tam
Béo, tu xung (hodc dugc dan ching ton xung) lam Sai, Phat hodc Bo
tat dé “thiéng héa” ban than, cac chia Nguyén c6 thé cung cb thém
niém tin va kinh phuc noi dan chung ving dat phuong Nam. Véi
dudng 16i nay, cac chiia Nguyén khong chi bao ton duoc ban sic cho
nguoi Viét trén lanh thd mé&i duoc xac lap, ma dbi véi nguoi ban dia,
hanh dong vong lai, hoc lai m6 hinh Vua - Phat - Thén, nhitng nguoi
ding dau Dang Trong con c6 thé “cam hoa” dugc cac ton giao khac,
dua dén sy dong thuan, cong sinh, gitp cac chiia Nguyén khang dinh
quyén ti thuong trén moi lang thon phum soc. Thay vi mdi cong
ddng nguoi tim cach bao vé ban sic cua minh theo ¥ thirc hoai cd,
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bang chinh sach phat trién Phat gido Bic truyén, ho Nguyén khién tat
ca than dan déu quy vé mot huong, qua do xac lap duoc vi tri tdi
thuong ca vé vuong quyén 1n than quyén ciia minh c6 tinh mic dinh.
Céc chiia Nguyén mudn cho tat ca thin dan hiéu rang ngudi ding dau
Pang Trong (ddng thoi ciing 1a Than — Phat) chinh 14 cha nhan duy
nhit & dit Nam Bo. Nhu vay, Phat gido d tré thanh phuong tién va
cong cu hiru hiéu cho viéc két hop than quyén va vuong quyén, trd
thanh biéu tuong cho long t6n kinh va c¢b két nhan tim, tao nén st
manh tinh than dé ctung c¢b va phat trién ving dat méi.

Xién dwong Phat gido 1a lya chon phu hop nhat cho chinh quyén
chia Nguyén ¢ Nam Bo. Thuyc té cho thiy, nhiéu chiia Nguyén da
thanh cong va kién tri tuan theo sinh 1§ nay. Tt sit mang trdn an dan
chung bubi diu mang tinh sach luoc, hodng dwong Phat gido dan tré
thanh duong 18i chién lugce cua chinh quyén Pang Trong. Puong 16i
nay tiép tuc duoc phat huy & Nam Bo. Bang chinh sach nay, cac chua
Nguyén di giai quyét kha 6n théa nhitng mau thuan ton tai trong moi
lién hé cong sinh giita cac cong dong ngudi noi ddy. Nhidu chua thap
dong phai Bic truyén dugc moc 1én khip dat phwong Nam dudi sy
bao ho cua phu Chiia. Chinh sach day manh Phat giao Bic truyén
khong ndm ngoai muc dich ddng hoa ton giao, thong tri ca phan linh
hon 1an thé xac cac cong dong nguoi ban dia, song nd ciing tao dicu
kién cho Phat gido dong hanh cung qua trinh md ¢di voi tinh than
nhap thé tich cuc, su thau hoa va ty tin dan toc duoc phat huy cao do
d3 tao ra burc tranh ton gido Nam B phong phu va day strc song.

Két luan

Nam B thé ky XVII - XVIII 1a diém tu hoi va giao thoa manh mé.
Thyc té da dién ra cudc “va cham” giita cac nén van minh trén ving
dat moi. Pa dan toc, da ton giao tr¢ thanh nét dac trung cua van hoa
Nam Bo.

Thyec tién doi héi cac chua Nguyén phai lya chon mot ton gido dai
dién cho chinh quyén, dong thoi co thé thay thé cho ton gido ban dia.
Nhimng nguoi ding dau phu Chua da dung Phat gido 1am bé d& tinh
than, thé hién su hién dién cua ho Nguyén dbi voi thin dan cia minh
trén ving dat méi dang can tiép tuc khai pha. Xién dwong Phat gido
Bic truyén 1a lya chon phi hop nhét cho chinh quyén chiia Nguyén &
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Nam Bo. Thyc té hon hai trim nim nim quyén, “doi doi tu hanh” 5,
cac chiia Nguyén rit chi trong phat trién Phat giao. Hé qua tich cuc
ctia duong 16i nay da dap umg duoc doi séng tdm linh cua dong dao
nguoi dan néi day, tao co s& cho Pang Trong 6n dinh va phat trién.
C6 thé néi, buc tranh tén giao phong phu, da dang va day sinh khi ¢
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Abstract

THE NGUYEN’S LORDS AND RELIGIONS
IN THE SOUTH OF VIETNAM (17th - 18th CENTURIES)

Le Ba Vuong
Ho Chi Minh City University of Culture

The process of reclaiming the South (Nam B9) of the Vietnamese
strongly took place in the seventeenth century while Chenla was
increasingly weakened. The Nguyen Lords gradually established
sovereignty in the Southern land through the organization of land
reclamation, protection of inhabitants, settlement the relationship
among Siam - Chanla - Champa - Cochinchina and Mac family in Ha
Tien. As the head of Cochinchina, the Nguyen Lords understood that
they needed to meet the spiritual life of the people to stabilize and
develop the new land. In pursuit of that goal, the religion affair was
dealt with flexibly through the migration and reclamation policy the
new land with the spirit of freedom and coexistence. In addition, the
Nguyen Lords focused on the spread of Mahayana Buddhism to
protect the land and people.

Keywords: Nguyen Lords, religion, South of Vietnam.



