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CHIEU KiCH TON GIAO TRONG THO CUNG TO TIEN CUA
NGUOI VIET NAM"

Mot déng gop quan trong cua nganh Nhan hoc véi st ménh truyén
gido 1a viéc chi ra nhitng khéac biét giita chiéu kich ton gido va chiéu
kich xa hoi cuia cac thiét ché van héa. Trude d6, nhiéu giao sy khong
biét dén nhiing khac biét rd rang nay nén da pham vao mot trong hai
sai 1am khi 1én an viéc tho cang to tién. DPoi khi, bi cudn hut boi tinh
tich cuc vé mat dao dirc, xa hoi cua viée thd cung to tién, cac gido sy
da khong nhan thiy diéu gi khong 6n trong sy thy cing ay. Nhung ho
thudng nhan ra nhimng yéu td ton gido trong su thd cliing d6 va 1én an
toan bo thiét ché. Thai d6 trude (bi cudn hit bai tinh tich cuc...) ¢o
nguy co lam Kitd gido trd nén hon tap (syncretistic Christianity). Thai
d6 sau (nhan ra yéu t6 ton gido trong thd cling to tién) déi lic dua t6i
két qua 1a ca Cong gido' va Tin Lanh déu bac bo khia canh vin hoa.
Hiéu biét mot cach cin k& viée thy cing niy s& giup ching ta dinh
hudng 16 rang céc thai cyc va hd trg viéc xac dinh thai do riéng/dang
dan cua Kitd gido vé van d& da gy tranh cdi trong gidi gido sy nhiing
thé ky qua’.

Chu dé ciia bai viét nay vé thd cing to tién theo truyén thong ciia
nguoi Viét Nam thuc su 1a mot bd phan khang khit ctia Hon linh giao,
mang ludi co ban cia ton gido Viét Nam’. Nghi thtc truyén thong cia
su thd cing cho thdy d6 1a mot ton gido, chinh vi thé ma khong tranh
khoi su dbi dau v6i Kinh Thanh Kitd gido. Diém mau cht dé hiéu su
thd cling nay 1a can phai hiéu niém tin ciia nguoi Viét Nam lién quan
t6i linh hon.

To6i khong thé khong thira nhan cac chirc ning xa hoi tich cyuc cua
viéc thd cung 6 tién. Vi vay, t6i da kéu goi cac gido sy va cac Kitd

" Bai viét nay di dugc ding trén Journal Missiology: An International Review.
Volumq I, Number 2, April 1975.
Nhan dé: The Religious Dimension of the Vietnamese Cult of the Ancestors



Gerinald E. Reimer. Chiéu kich tén gido trong tho cdng té tién... 21

hiru ngudi Viét Nam hiy Kit6 hoa chic ning d6 nhim bao ton nhiing
nhan t6 tich cuc. Néu lam duoc nhu vay, khong lau sau Kitd gido s€
khong con bi nhao bang 1a “dao bd 6ng, bé ba”. Tuy nhién, muyc dich
clia bai viét nay 1a chi ra chiéu kich ton gido ciia viéc thd cing to tién
xung dot véi duc tin Kitd gido. Bai viét cho rang ngudn gdc va y nghia
can ban cua thiét ché nay la dao durc tu nhién.

Phan tich viéc thd ctng t6 tién va dinh nghia vé linh hon 13 phirc
tap vi nhiéu yéu t6. Trudc tién, niém tin nay khong dugce cong nhan va
khong duogc td chitc mot cach hé théng. Maic du tho ciung to tién la
thiét ché théng nhat va phd quat nhat ciia Hon linh gido cta nguoi
Viét Nam (Vietnamese Animism), nhung niém tin cu thé vé sy thd
cung d6 khong hoan toan dugc chuin hoéa, thAm chi chi & mét dia
phuong nhit dinh. Niém tin ton gido dugc ca nhan héa tim mic cao.
Tht hai, sy phuc tap phat sinh tir xu huéng cta ngudi Viét Nam
huéng t6i chi nghia chiét trung va hdn dung ton gido (religious
eclecticism and syncretism) - kha nang khac thuong doé lam cho ho co
nhitng niém tin mau thuin nhau ciing mét luc. Khong c6 gi la khi thay
mot nguoi tuyén b theo chu nghia thé tuc khoa hoc hién dai va khong
thira nhan sy ton tai ctia linh hon nhung van giir tin ngudng truyén
théng. Cudc hoi thoai vé ton giao voi mot 6ng cu nguoi Viét Nam da
gy an tugng manh mé vai toi. Toi hoi: “Nguoi Viét Nam c6 tin rang
con ngudi co linh hon?”, éng cu tra 1oi: “Tin ngudng ton gido cua
chung t6i cho rang con nguoi ¢ linh hon. Khoa hoc lai néi 1a khong
¢6. Khoa hoc thi diing (ngap ngimg) nhung con ngudi thi ¢6 linh hon”.
Van dé thir ba toi gip khi phong van ngudi dan quan niém cta ho vé
linh hdn, t6i thuong nhan dugc cau tra 161 réng quan ni€m cua ho 1a
khong 16 rang, khong chic chin (mo ho hoic map md). Tuy nhién, khi
nghién ctru céc tai liéu sin c6 va lam viéc véi nhitng ngudi cung cap
thong tin vé thé gii ndi tim bi an ciia niém tin ton gido (beliefs), toi
tin ngudi ta co thé dua ra phan tich dung dan.

Tinh ton gido cia su tho cing t6 tién

1. Cw li€éu ngoén ngir

Tén gido truyén thong cua ngudi Viét Nam bao gdm niém tin ring
con nguoi ¢ linh hon hodc vong hon (soul or spirit). Piéu nay dugc
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dan ching tir nhimg tir ngit thong dung. Linh hon, hodc chiéu kich phi
vat chat cua con nguoi, duoc biéu thi dudi nhiéu thuat ngir khac nhau
nhu: linh hdn, tim linh, tim hdn, thin hdn, tAm thin®, v.v... Thanh t
phirc hop cila cac tir ndy bao gom céc tir trong tiéng Anh vdi nghia
nhu “linh hon” (soul), “tinh than” (spirit) and “tam” (heart). Trong
tiéng Viét, ciing nhu trong tiéng Anh, nhimng tir nay c6 thé dién ta
nguyén tac sinh hoc cua sy séng, bao gém: su hiéu biét, cam xiic Va su
nhay cam (understanding, emotion and sensibility) nhitng diéu ma con
ngudi c¢6 diém chung véi con vat; hodc nhitng tir c6 thé dién ta nguyén
tac cla cudc song duy Iy va bdt tr (rational and immortal life), bao
gom Iy tri, y tri va lirong tam (reason, will and conscience) nhing diéu
ma chi con ngudi mdi ¢ theo duc tin Kitd gido. Ciing gidong nhu
trong tiéng Anh, tir ngir chuyén biét duoc xic dinh boi vin canh sir
dung n6. Noi chung linh hdn 1a bét tir (bt diét). Khi chét, phach (the
animal soul) doi co thé, linh hon van ton tai va dugc goi la vong hon
hay vong linh.

Vong hon 1a tam diém trong tho cung t6 tién truyén thong, trd thanh
dbi tuong thd cliing va ton kinh. Sy “thd ciing” (worship), dang cing
linh hon t6 tién, duge dién dat boi nhiéu tir khac nhau nhu: cing gid,
ciing bdi, tho kinh, cing té, tho ciing, tho phwong, sing bdi, phung su,
sung phung, phung dwéng, v.v... Mbi tir ghép nay chuyén tai y nghia
cua tir “thd cung” (worship), “cting t&” (sacrifice) hodc ca hai. Thuat
nglt tho, phuong, phung va sung c6 nghia l1a “tho cing” hon nita nd
ham y “ton kinh” (honor) va “sung kinh” (veneration). Thuat nglr cuing
va té c¢6 nghia 1a “cling t&” (sacrifice). D6 1a nhiing thuat ngir phd bién
nhit duogc st dung dé mo ta su thd cling to tién, theo dung nguyén vin
1a “tho cting” (worship) va “cung t&” (sacrifice). Y nghia clia cac tir ngi
dugc miéu ta ¢ trén cho thay linh hon van tiép tuc sdng sau cai chét ciia
co thé. Sy tho clng, cing té khong don thuan 13 sy tuéng nho.

I3

Céc tir khdn va cdo duoc sit dung dé mo ta su bay té dac bi¢t danh
cho t6 tién trong ngay gid, cac Tiét theo am lich hodc tuy theo su viéc
can kip ctia mdi gia dinh. Khdn c6 nghia “cau nguyén” (pray) va cdo
c6 nghia “théng bao” (announce). Ca hai hanh dong cho thiy do
khong phai 1a sy tuong nhé ma d6 1a cach danh cho vi than.
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2. Cit liéu tir cac nghi 18 truyén thong

C6 nhiéu nghi 12 truyén thng lién quan téi cai chét, mai tang va
thd clng to tién dé gop thém bang ching vé niém tin vao su ton tai
cia linh hon va ban chat cia linh hon. Trude day, thay phu thiy
(sorcerer) d6i khi 1am cong viéc chiéu hdn (to raise the soul) ra khoi
co thé khi ai d6 chét. Dung tdm vai phu lén thi thé voi niém tin rang
lam nhu vay thi linh hon nguoi chét khong xam nhap lai co thé di chét.
Mot nghi 1& phé bién khac chuin bi cho viéc mai tang la bé mot s6 hat
ngd va hat gao nép vao trong miéng nguoi qua cb. Hanh dong nay
dugc giai thich 1a sy giup d& linh hon giai doan ban dau trén hanh
trinh t&i ¢di 4am (nether world). Mot nghi 18 khac d6i khi duge thuc
hién 1a dat con dao 1én trén bung tr thi dé ngin khong cho hon xau bat
hon ngudi méi chét.

Theo truyén thong, 18 tién dua thi thé tir nha dén noi chén cat (18
dua ma) dugc cham lo rat can than dé dam bao hanh trinh cua linh hon
khong gip can trd nao. Thi thé dugc boc ky trong quan tai dé no
khong bi xé dich va quan tai thuong duoc nang trén cao khi di chuyén.
Mot nghi 18 pho bién 13 viéc rai nhiing to tién vang hodc bac (vang ma
- HTBN) khi dam tang di qua nhim danh lac huéng céac linh hon xau
khong dé chiing 1am hai hoic lira gat hon nguoi chét.

Noi dit mé dugc thay phong thiy (geomancy) chon mét cach k¥
ludng. Vi tri va hudng dat mo phai hop (Hickey 1964:38-41), bdi nhu
thé linh hon c6 thé dén ding chd. Ba ngay sau 18 mai tang, mot nghi 18
duoc goi 1a “1é md ctra ma” (opening the door of the grave) vdi muc
dich moi linh hon ngudi chét doi thi thé va trd vé nha cu tri trén ban
the t6 tién noi danh cho linh hon. Tuy nhién, noi dit mo van duoc coi
12 linh thiéng. Ng6i m¢ duogc lam sach voi 18 don ma (cleaned ritually)
va quét voi tring it nhat mdi nam mot 1an. Theo truyén thdng, ngudi
Viét Nam tranh cac ngdi mo boi ho tin réng lam nhu vdy ng6i mo bi
quiy ray, tham chi v6 tinh, linh hon nguoi chét di tim tra thu nguoi
chiu trach nhi¢m cho chuyén do. Céac thay badi (soothsayers) doi khi
cling 1am phién cac ngdi mo to tién khi trong gia dinh c¢6 ngudi dm
dau hodc gip nhimg diéu khong may.
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Ciing c6 thé minh hoa niém tin véao linh hdn qua vi¢c thuc hanh cac
nghi 18 xung quanh ban tho t6 tién duoc lap tai nha danh cho nguoi
chét. Trong ngay gid, mot sd ngay 18 tiét theo Am lich va khi gia dinh
c6 cong viéc, ngudi ta dang do 18, tho cing thanh kinh linh hon nguoi
chét trén ban tho. Viéc mo ta ban tho to tién va cac nghi 1& xung
quanh n6 13 vuot ra ngoai pham vi bai viét nay nhung t6i mong mudn
dua ra mot sé minh ching 1am sang to niém tin vao linh hon. Ban tho
t6 tién 1am bang g co kich ¢ bang chiéc dan piano dugc tram khéc
hodc kham trai, va trén né dat mot chiéc bat duoc t6 vé dung dé cdm
huong. Ban tho t6 tién theo truyén thdng con co bai vi (ancestral
tablet). Bai vi thuong dugc giit trong mot chiéc hop mau do va chi
dugce dem ra khi 1am 1& cung t6 tién. Cac bai vi thuong lam bang gb
khoang 4 dén 10 inche. Trén d6 ghi tén nguoi chét, tudc hiéu, tudi tac,
ngay sinh, ngay mat. Trén bai vi ciing khac mét 16 nho hodc son mot
cham do, nguoi ta tin rang 16 d6 1a 16i ra vao cia linh hon.

Bai “van khan gid” (special ritual prayers) ciing to tién duoc ding
trong mot sd dip. Nhimng bai vian khan gid nay 1a nhiing 10i cau mong
linh hon nguoi chét trd vé ban thd nhan db dang cting. Nhitng 101 khan
chtg to rang chung thuc sy duoc tao ra dé cliing khan va khong chi 1a
tuong nhd. Nguoi khan doc mot cach can than ngay thang, noi anh ta
dang dung, bao gém: tén nudc, tinh, huyén, lang, thon. Su xac dinh
can than thoi gian, dia diém chimg to muc dich huéng dan cac linh
hén. Trong ngay Tét nguyén dan cé cac 1& dic biét nhu “18 rudc 6ng
ba” va “1& dua ong ba”. Do 1a cac nghi 1& danh cho linh hon to tién.

Céc nghi 18 tho cing to tién cho thiy dudng nhu ngudi Viét Nam tin
rang linh hon can nhimg thir trén thé gi¢i ma ngudi dang sdng can cho
cudc song. Vi du nhu thirc an thudong xuyén dugc dang 1én ban thd to
tién. Theo nghi 18 truyén thdng mot birc rém duoc treo trudce ban thd dé
céc linh hon c6 thé ding thirc an dang cing mot cach riéng tu (Toan
Anh, 1969: 78-79). Ké ca nhimng thir ma ngudi séng can nhu quén 4o,
noi tri 4n, phuong tién giao thong va sy vui choi giai tri ciing duoc
dang cho linh hon. Nguoi ta giri cho linh hon bang cach dbt nhitng do
dac mo phong lam bang gidy. Thuong bat gip nha gidy, quan 4o gidy,
bat dia gidy va gia suc gidy trén dudng van chuyén dén noi sira soan
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cho viéc dang cung. Gan day, tham chi t6i con nhin thiy mot chiéc xe
may Honda dugc 1am bang gidy ding nhu kich ¢& that tai Sai Gon.

Méi quan tim thuong xuyén téi viéc phung dudng (welfare) cac
linh hon ngudi chét 14 trach nhiém chung ctia cac thanh vién con sdng
trong gia dinh (Hickey, 1964: 88-91). Ngudn tai chinh dé thyc hién su
thd cung nay duoc ly tir dat huong hoa (inalienable family land). Mot
s6 nguoi, vi mot 1y do nao d6, khong c6 ngudi thy cung, ho co thé
chuin bi bang cach ddng moén qua hao tim cho dinh ling hodc chua.
Nhitng co s6 tho tw nhdn mén qua do6 s€ thuc hién viéc tho cung cho
linh hén sau nay.

Céac linh hén khong dugc cham soc sau khi chét duge cho 1a s& tro
nén doc ac. Cadiére (1974:17) da viét: “Ma, quy (demons, devils) hau
hét 1a do céc linh hon bi lang quén bién thanh”. Nhimg linh hon ciing
dé tr¢ thanh ma quy nhu cac linh hon budc phai doi co thé do bao luc
hodc chét bat dic ky t& nhu bi giét hai, chét dudi hodc tai nan giao
thong. Nguoi ta tin rang nhiing linh hon nay dang rinh & quanh noi
chét cho tim ngudi dé tra thi. Nhimng ban tho nho ven duong danh cho
nhitng linh hon chét tai nan van ton tai cho dén nay da ching minh
didu d6. Cac ngay dic biét, vi du nhu ngay 7 thang 7 Am lich 13 ngay
tat ca moi nguoi dang cing cac cd hon (orphaned souls).

Niém tin truyén théng vé linh hon

Mot van dé vé tho cing to tién gay lung tung cho sinh vién d6 1a
viéc “linh hon” c6 thé xuét hién tai cac noi khac nhau. Linh hdn duoc
t6n vinh trong nghi 18 trén ban thd cling nhu tai ngdi mo. Néu nhu linh
hén cu trd trén ban tho, dic biét 1a ban thd to tién, thi tai sao lai phai
moi linh hon trd vé nha ngay gid hodc Tét Nguyén dan? Hodc néu linh
hon cu tra trén ban tho, thi tai sao cac linh hon lai buc tac néu ngoi
mo bi quay ray? Nhiing van dé nay duoc giai quyét néu nguoi ta hiéu
khai niém da linh hon trong tin ngudng truyén théng cua ngudi Viét
Nam (Cadiére, 1974:17 va Hickey, 1964:76). Ngudi ta tin rang sy
séng ciia mot con ngudi duoc duy tri bai ba hdn va cac via - cai quan
trong hon dugc goi 1a hén (superior vital principles) va kém quan
trong duoc goi la via (lesser vital principles) - tuong ung voi tung
huyét trén co thé, nit c6 chin via, nam c6 bay via. Quan ni€m nay da
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dugc phat trién trong y hoc truyén thong ctia ngudi Viét Nam dé giai
thich co thé dm yéu hay khée manh tuy thudc vao su dén hoac di cua
cac linh hon. Cadiére giai thich ba loai linh hon d6 1a hdn thyuc vat
(vegetative soul), hon nhay cam (sensitive soul), hon tinh than
(spiritual soul). Nguoi ta tin rang cac linh hon va cac via sé ton tai sau
khi co thé da chét. Co ¥ kién cho rang linh hon di lang thang va viéc
d6 thuong dugc mo ta bang thuat ngir lui t6i (back and forth).

Linh muc Cadiére di chi ra rang: “Té tién chi 14 mot phan nho
trong d6i quéan linh hén dong dao” (Cadiére, 1974: 17). Khi n6i nhu
vy ong da khing dinh ring sy thd clng t6 tién 14 mot phan trong tin
ngudng hon linh ctia ngudi Viét Nam ndi chung (Vietnamese
animistic belief). Tuy chi 1a mot phan nhé nhung t6i tin rang linh hon
t6 tién 1a rat quan trong. Linh hon t6 tién can thiép vao doi song tran
thé théng qua soi day lién lac véi thé gidi tam linh bang cach diéu
khién van may hay rii ro trong cujc song. “Nguoi ta thd cung linh
hén t6 tién v6i hy vong rang to tién ciia ho s& thay mat con chau tac
dong t6i thé gidi tam linh” (Hun, 1974: 25). Sau nay cac linh hon t6
tién dugc gin véi tin ngudng vat linh. Du cho su thd cung to tién da
tré thanh mot thiét ché phat trién bac cao véi ¥ nghia quan trong vé
mit dao dirc va xa hoi nhung diéu trude tién va quan trong nhit no 1a
niém tin Hon linh gido (animistic religious belief).

Két luan nay dat ra cac cau hoi lién quan téi dong luc cua viée tho
cling to tién. Trong khi nhin chung ngudi ta nhin manh cac yéu t6 siéu
tran thé, chfmg han long hiéu thao ddi véi cha me duge xem 1a dong
luc cho viéc tho cing td tién, thi hién nhién tir nhiing niém tin va thuc
hanh dugc mo ta ¢ trén chung to su so hai hoac nhitng mong mudn ich
ky ciing c6 thé 1a dong lyc manh mé tuong duorng5 . Vi du, néu mot
linh hon khéng duoc chim séc, nd co thé tude di phuc lanh cua gia
dinh hodc dem dén diéu bit hanh. Pong lyc cia viéc tho cling cac ¢o
hdn (abandoned or orphaned souls) trudc tién 14 sy so hii nhiing linh
hon nay 1am hai nhitng nguoi dang séng néu khong duge tho cing. Su
kinh trong va tinh cam danh cho nhiing linh hon nay hau nhu khong co.

Nhin manh ban chit dao 1y cao ca cua tho cung td tién, mot sb
quan sat vién suy doan rang didu do 1a sy phat trién logic ciia Khong
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gi4o nhan manh long hiéu thao. Cé 1& chinh xac hon khi noi Khong
gido nhan manh long hiéu thao 14 thich hop véi viéc thd ctng t6 tién
va cung cap cho né mot nén tang triét hoc dé no trd nén sang sudt hon.
Mot sb6 hoc gia cho riang thd cing to tién ¢ Trung Qudc co trudc
Khong Tir (5572- 479 trude Cong nguyén). Chic chan voi Vit Nam
Khéng gido dugc truyén giang nhung van chua c6 anh huéng manh
cho dén tan dau thoi dai Kitd giao. Mot sb sinh vién Viét Nam viét vé
chu @& nay di trich tai liéu tham khao sy tho cing to tién tir truyén
thuyét thoi Hong Bang khoang nam 2879 trudc Cong nguyén (Van
Dung, 1974:13). Trong khi cht d& nay chua thé khao ciru trén tu liéu
thi sy that rd rang rang viéc tho cling t tién da phat trién tir Hon linh
gido nguyén thuy vao thoi ky tién sir ciia Viét Nam.

Phat gido ciing dé lai diu an trong niém tin ctia ngudi Viét Nam vé
linh hon. Khéi niém dau thai hay ludn hoi (reincarnation) dugc nguoi
Viét Nam hién dai hiéu mot cach mo hd. Lam thé nao khai niém dau
thai, luan hoi phi hop v6i niém tin truyén théng lién quan ti linh hon
la khong ro rang. Mot van dé duogc dit ra 1a tai sao van can thiét phai
tiép tuc tho' cung linh hon t6 tién cho dén nhiéu thé hé sau trong khi
linh hon d6 da duoc tai sinh trong co thé khac. Xu huéng manh mé
huéng téi chii nghia hon dung ton gido (religious syncretism) tao ra
kha ning cho ngudi Viét Nam dong thoi duy tri niém tin nay va ca
nhitng quan diém xung dot khac.

Giao lwu véi phwong Tay, Tw duy khoa hoc va Chién tranh

Du sau nhiéu nim giao luu v6i Phuong Tay va mot thé hé sinh ra
trong chién tranh da dan t6i cing thang nghiém trong cho x hdi truyén
théng ctia Viét Nam, va d3 xudt hién sy tan r3 vé mit vin hoa, nhung
t6i cho rang nhimg tin ngudng truyén théng dwoc luu giit lién tuc hon
nhiéu so voi nhimg gi cac quan sat vién nudc ngoai thudng nghi. Trong
khi do, hang nghin nguoi da dugc Kitd hoa va hang nghin nguoi khac
da thé tyc hoa, toi tin ring van c6 hang triéu nguoi thd cing to tién voi
¥ nghia ton gido. Trong d6 nhiing nguoi van giit vimg niém tin truyén
théng va thuc hanh nghi 18 chi chiém thiéu sd, mot bd phén khac coi su
tho cing d6 hoan toan mang ¥ nghia thé tyc nhu 1& ky niém (a secular
remembrance). Da s6 & gitta hai thai cuc trén, trude stc ép cua hién dai
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hoa va chién tranh, nhiéu thyc hanh nghi 1& truyén thong bi mat di
nhung khong c6 nghia 13 tir bo tat ca tin ngudng truyén thong.

Su that 12 30 ndm chién tranh tai Viét Nam di tan pha tin ngudng
thd clng t0 tién theo nhiéu cach khac nhau. Hang trim nghin nguoi
Viét Nam dé budc phai doi bo dét dai cia to tién, md ma, ban tho, sb
lan phai chay trén con nhiéu hon nhiing b quéan 4o trén lung cia ho.
Khong chi chién tranh ly tin nguoi Viét Nam khoi cac vat dung quan
trong cua sy thy cung ndy ma con lam chao dao dic tin cta ho vé kha
nang cac linh hon ciia t6 tién mang dén sy thinh vuong cho cudc séng
trén tran thé. Kinh nghiém cho thdy khoang tréng dirc tin ton gido
(religious vacuum) di dwa nguoi dan dén v6i Phuc am (the Gospel).
Tuy nhién, trong hau hét cac truong hop Phiic am khong phai 1a sy
thay thé kha thi cho dirc tin trudc ddy ciia ho. Cac nghién ciru nhan
hoc chi ra rang khoang trong tdm linh t6n gido s& khong con tréng
rong vo thoi han. Thuong thi cc niém tin cii s& quay tro lai. Toi da
duoc théy su tai hién dién cua cac ban tho to tién tai mot trai ti nan chi
vai tuan sau khi ngudi dan bi budc phai chay tron.

Pé cb gang kham pha su kién dinh ciia dirc tin truyén thng lién
quan t6i linh hon, t6i da phong van muoi nguoi Sai Gon vé chu dé nay.
Bay nguoi trong s6 ho khong phai 1a Kitd hitu; ho 1a ngudi ban hang,
noi trg, thy cat toc va mot ngudi hang xom. Mot ngudi 14 ting sy Phat
gido da cai dao theo Kitd gido vai nam trudc va hai thay boi tai mot
ngdi dén ndi tiéng cua dia phuong noi tho Lé Van Duyét. Trir nguoi
Kit6 hitu, tat ca déu ndi rﬁng ho van thuc hién su tho clng t6 tién, mic
du ho thd cliing & cac mirc d6 khac nhau. Ba ngudi noi rang ho thiy 18
gid ngudi da khuét vé co ban cé chirc nang xa hoi 1a doan tu gia dinh dé
tuong nhé vé t6 tién. Hai ngudi noéi rang ho nghi ngd su ton tai cia linh
hon bai diéu d6 chua duge chung minh. Tuy nhién, ho van duy tri viéc
tho cang t6 tién vi dai gia dinh ctia ho mudn lam nhu vay. Ho ciing udc
tinh rang c6 khoang 70 t6i 80 % ngudi Viét Nam tin vao sy ton tai linh
hén t6 tién du ho 13 ngudi duoc dio tao va c6 van hoa hay khong.

T6i hoi ngac nhién v6i sy bay t6 niém tin cta hai thdy béi. Trong
hai cudc phong vén riéng r&, ca hai déu néi rang khong phai tit ca moi
ngudi déu c6 linh hon. Hau hét moi nguoi chi dé lai danh tiéng sau khi
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chét va khong con gi hon. Ho tin rang nhin chung céc linh hon duoc
bao vé riéng, nhung trong mot s6 trudng hop dic biét linh hon ciing
dugc séng nhu ngudi dan thuong. Ca hai cho ring nhitng ngudi chét
do bao luc hodc chét oan thi linh hon cta ho tré thanh con yéu tinh
(malevolent spirits), d6 1a 1y do tai sao ngudi sdng s¢ cac linh hon nay.

Ca hai thay boi nay déu tdm su rang ho tho cing 6 tién tai nha véi
1y do chinh 1a “bao v&€”. Pugc hoi vé sy hiéu nghiém cua viéc tho
clng to tién ciia ho, mot ngudi ndi rang anh ta khong biét 1a viéc lam
d6 ¢6 hiéu qua hay khong, nhung khi thd cung to tién anh ta da duoc
bao vé. Nguoi thay boi thir hai noi rang trong cudc doi anh ta, anh da
don gian héa viéc thd cing t6 tién trong gia dinh cta minh bang cach
giam s ban tho tir nam xudng con mot. Mic du nguodi dan 6ng nay
thang thin thira nhan rang viéc hanh nghé ciia minh hoan toan 1a su
lira di va muc dich chi vi tién nhung 6ng c6 mot niém tin sau sic vao
su ton tai ciia con yéu tinh va cé hon (orphaned soul).

Mot ngudi ban hang trong khu budn ban sdm uét tw minh hoa tir
trai nghiém ctia minh vé viéc linh hon ngudi chét c6 anh huong thuc
su dén cudc séng tran thé. Vi du tht nhat, linh hon cta bd anh xuit
hién khién trach chi gai cua anh vi chi thyc hién hanh vi tu tir do cude
hén nhan khong hanh phuc. Linh hon da tat chi ta va yéu cau chi trg
vé nha cau cung t6 tién. Mot vi du khac, mot linh hon sdng trong ngdi
miéu nhé (small shrine) trong san nha hang xém cua minh ¢ Bic Viét
Nam bi cho 1a di giét chét bon dira con ciia gia dinh nay trudc khi
chung dugc mot tudi va tham chi da giét chét ca me cta chung. Nguoi
ban hang noi rang anh da nhin thay linh hon nay xuat hién trén mai
ctia ngdi miéu vai lan.

Bang chimg vé niém tin sy lién lac cta linh hon véi thé gidi tran
thé tham chi duoc xuét hién trén bao hang ngay. Dau nim 1974, bao
Sai Gon dang cau chuyén vé linh hon ctia mot nguoi vo bi giét quay
vé td cao chong minh. Mot nguoi linh & Gia Pinh da giét vg minh
nhiam muc dich chiém tai san thira ké cua c6 ta va da chon xac chét tai
ngoi lang nhé & ngoai 6 Sai Gon. Khong lau sau do, me cliia nguodi vo
bi giét tir qué ¢ dong bang song Mekong dén chinh quyén Gia Dinh t6
céo con ré vé toi giét nguoi. Ba thong bao rang bang chimg vé toi giét
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ngudi dugc thiy trén xac chét va chi cho nha chirc trach chinh xac noi
chon xéac chét. Mot cude diéu tra da ching minh 161 budc tdi cta ba 1a
dung. Ba da giai thich rang linh hon ciia con gai da tré vé va cung cap
thong tin chi tiét. Bat ké nguoi doc nghi gi, cdu chuyén kiéu thé nay
dugc dong ddo cong chung giita Sai Gon hién dai tin ciy va tat nhién
cling phu hop vai niém tin truyén thong vé linh hon.

T6i tin 13 an toan khi két luan rang khong phai tu tuéng khoa hoc,
gido duc hién dai ciing nhu chién tranh da pha hily niém tin truyén
thng vé linh hon nhu nhitng quan sat vién da nghi.

Tho cling t6 tién cé phai 1a mdt ton gizo?

Céc tac gia Viét Nam doi khi chi ra rang tho cung to tién khong phai
la mot ton gido. Nguyen Tan Long va Phan Canh (1970) da dua ra quan
diém rang tho cling t6 tién xuét phat tir dgo dirc hon 14 tin nguéng va do
d6 c6 thé khong coi d6 1a mot tén gido. Toan Anh (1969: 25) ndi rang
thd cing to tién khong du diéu kién 1a mot ton giao (khong phai 1a dao
hay tén gido) boi vi n6 khong co nguoi sang lap, van ban tin diéu hay tu
sy. Mot s6 nguoi khac lai cho rang no khong phai 1a mot ton gido vi rd
rang 1a n6 cung ton tai voi cac ton gido khac. Tai Viét Nam, tho cliing to
tién cling ton tai véi Phat gido va sy thd cing dy ciing 1a mot trong nim
hoc thuyét co ban cta dao Cao Dai, mét ton giao hdn dung méi xuat
hién nam 1926. Tho cling td tién cling dugc thyc hién voi mot hinh thie
don gian trong gido phai Hoa Hao va ciing 12 mot trong bay hoc thuyét
ctia dao Dira ky la (Coconut Religion), dao nay c6 ging tich hop Kitd
gido va Phat gido. Toan Anh ciling da noéi: thdm chi ngudi Cong gido
con duge phép thd cung to tién®.

Tuy nhién, tho cing to tién clng ton tai vdi nhimng ton gido khac vi
khuynh huéng hdn dung ton gido ciia ngudi Viét Nam. Tir quan diém
nhan hoc, tho cling t6 tién thuc su 1a mot ton giao. Phan tach viéc tho
cling to tién voi cac ton gido co lién quan ta thiy chirc ning riéng that
su ctia n6. Do 13, nhu Tillich phat biéu trong dinh nghia vé chirc ning
ctia 6ng (dan theo Yang 1961: 1),

... hé théng niém tin, thuc hanh nghi 1é va cdc moi quan hé co 16
chire duge thiét ké dé img phé véi cac van dé sau chét cia nhan sinh
nhu bi kich ciia cdi chét, dau khé vé Iy, that vong khé gidi thich, s
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thit dich khéng thé kiém soat, nhitng diéu dé de doa phd vé moi quan
hé ciia con nguoi va s minh chimg ciia nhitng tin diéu chong lai cdc
chung cir trai nguoc tue trai nghiém thyc té.

Su tho ctng t tién 15 rang 1a phi hop véi sy phan loai ¢ murc t6i
thiéu vé hanh vi t6n gido theo dinh nghia cia Anthony Wallace trong
cong trinh quan trong: Tén gido: Quan diém nhin hoc (1966)
[Religion: An Anthropological View]. Tho cung to tién bat dau véi
mot tién dé siéu nhién (niém tin vao linh hon), c6 mot dia diém trung
tdm cho su tho cing (ngdi nha cua con trai cd), mot tang 1 (cu 6ng
cao tudi nhat cua dai gia dinh hodc truong tdc), cac bai khén, dang 18
va cau clng, va cong dong - Congregation (gia dinh tu hop vao ngay
gid). Tho clng t6 tién theo truyén thdng tham chi c6 mot cudn sach
thiéng huéng dan gia dinh thd phung (gia pha-geneology book). Su
vinh ciru cua viée thy cing ndy duoc dam bao bang dat hwong hoa
(inalienable family land). Qua nhiéu thé ky, trong khi van may cta céc
ton gido ngoai nhap, nhu: Phat gido, Khéng gido, Pao gido, co luc 1én
lac xudng thi tho cling to tién van ton tai dé giai thich vé cudc song
hién tai va thé gidi bén kia. V& moi phuong dién, tho cling to tién 1a
mot ton gido (xem: Wallace 1966: 52-87).

Cin phai 1am gi khi Kitd gido tiép xiic v6i the cling t6 tién?

1. Nhirng van dé gip phai ciia nguoi the cing to tién trén qué
hwong ciaa hg

Mot xu hudng tu nhién ciia cac nha truyén gido Phuong Tay 1a day
cho nguoi dan thoat khoi sy mé tin di doan (superstition) cang sém
cang tdt, ndi cach khac 1a thé tuc hoa ho. Bt ky ai cling déu biét mot
vong hdn khéng tri ngu trong mot manh gd va cac linh hon khong
quay tré lai cudc song trén tran thé. Nhung hiy doi mot chit! Thé gisi
quan cua ngudi thy cing to tién gan v6i Kinh Thanh hon 13 thé tuc
hoa triét dé ho nhu mot sd giao sy da lam. Trong Tan Udc, chung ta
gip linh hon ma quy khip cac sach Phiic Am (Gospels) va cac sach
Cong vu Tong dd (Acts). “Thir bic va quyén thé” (Principalities and
powers) 1a mot phan khong thé tich roi ciia nén than hoc Thanh
Phaold trong cic Tin thu (Epistle). Khong may kha quan khi nha
truyén gido phai dién giai khai niém véi nhitng ngudi tho ciing to tién
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bang ngdn ngit tam 1y hoc hodc tin tudng su gido duc s& x6a bé mé tin
di doan, nhung nha truyén gido phai c6 kha ning chuyén tai voi nguoi
cai dao tiém ning dé gitp ho hiéu Pang Kitd c6 nghia 1a gi khi Ngai
no6i voi moén d¢ cua minh, “nay toi trao cho ban sttc manh (exousia) ...
trén tat ca cac strc manh (dunamis)” (Lk 10:19). Trong nhitng truong
hop “linh hon” ciia ngudi chét hién hinh cho nguoi dang song biét (rat
c¢6 thé d6 1a mot linh hdn 4c tir vuong qudc ciia quy Satan gia mao),
anh ta khong can phai tu van bac sy tdm than phan liét hodc cac chi
dan cua tu tuong khoa hoc, anh ta can sitc manh toan ning ciia Dang
Kitd. C6 ly dé tin rang cach tiép can dbi dién véi sirc manh nhu vay 1a
mot nhan t6 then chdt dua téi thanh cong cua cac nha truyén gido
Cong gido va Tin Lanh tai Viét Nam thoi ky dau®,

Qua trinh thoa hiép gitta Kitd gido va tho clng to tién khong hé dé
dang. Kitd gido s& “hoan toan thay thé” niém tin vao vat linh khi sy
cai dao thuc su dién ra (Kraemer 1947). Sy cai dao dugc mo ta nhu
mot su chuyén d6i tir bong tdi ra anh sang (Col 1:13, 14). Nhiing
ngudi di phuc vu “con ngudi chir khong phai Dang Tao Hoa” sé thiy
trong Phiic Am “sttc manh cua Pang Ctru R3i” (Rom 1:16). Mit ctia
ho s& dugc md, ho sé& tir bong tdi ra anh sang, tir sitc manh cua quy
Satan dén véi sitc manh ciia Pirc Chtia Troi” (St vu tong d6 26: 18).

2. Cung cép su giang day ding din - chdng lai sai 1Am bing su that

Ngay xua c6 mot nguoi dan ong dugc Chua Thanh Linh (Holy
Spirit) 1am cho nhén thirc thay vé t6i 16i ctia minh va anh ta nhan dugc
an sung cuu chudc cua Déng Kito; anh thyc sy tr¢ thanh mot nguoi
mdi (II Cor 5:17). Tuy nhién, khong thé dé anh ta dimg & ngudng cira
ctia cudc song mdi. Anh can duge day vé gido 1y va rira toi (Mt 28:
18-20). Piéu nay ciing ding voi nhimg ngudi thy cung t6 tién theo
cach truyén thong, nhitng ngudi da thé tuc héa hoan toan va véi phan
l6m nhiing ngudi ¢ gitta hai dang nguoi trén. Nguodi Viét Nam cd mot
truyén thong 1au doi vé tho clng 6 tién, ho s& can phai dugc day db
can than vé nhiing diéu lién quan t6i linh hon trong Kinh Thanh, ban
chat ctia linh hon va nhiing gi xay ra véi linh hon sau khi chét. C6 doi
khi t6i gdp phai nhitng khai niém la ngoai Kité gido vé thé gidi tim
linh ctia Kitd hitu nguoi Viét. Ly do don gian 1a thiéu su day dd.
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3. Xay dung gia tri Kito gido dwa trén nhirng gia tri tich cuc
ciia th' ciing td tién

Trong gidi gido sy c6 nhitg nguoi hiéu ngudn gde va ban chat cua
su thd clng to tién truyén thong nhan thiy viéc giang day Phiuc Am s&
dan t6i sy “ddi dau” va “thay thé” vi vay ho s& phai c¢6 thai do khiém
ton. Ho sé& nhén ra réng ton trong va hiéu thao v&i cha me cling 1a mot
diéu ran trong Kinh Thanh (Ex 20:12; Eph 6:1-3). Kinh Thanh c6 mot
chuong muc dep d€ ké vé sy cham soc diu dang ctia Thanh Joseph
danh cho cha cta minh (Gen 45-47). Chinh Pang Kito luc 1am chung
da danh sy cham so6c dac biét cho me ciia minh (Jn 19:26-27).

Tir nhing vi du trén, chung t6i luu ¥ méi quan tim cho ngudi dang
séng. Tuy nhién, ciing c6 mot dang danh tiéng doi doi duoc hira hen
cho nguoi c6 “hau dug¢” (Ps 37: 28, 37, 38). Hinh phat tdi té nhat 1a

“cit dut hau thé” ctia mot ngudi. Mot 1an nita nén luu ¥ ring cach dam
bao c6 hau dué va “sdng trén dat mai mai” (Ps 37: 27 - ND) la khong
thé ché trach (blameless) va chinh dang vé mit dao dirc (righteous) -
nhung hdy con co hoi khac cho gido ly Kitoé gido. Chan ly cua ban
chat nay phai dugc tim kiém, chu giai, phat trién dudi goc do than hoc
va chia s¢ v6i nguoi Viét Nam - nhiing ngudi ma khong nghi ngo gi
s& c6 y nghia dic biét va that 1a tuyét néu ho co thé dong gop diéu gi
d6 cho nén than hoc duoc danh gia cao cta ching ta véi nhing gi da
viét trong Kinh Thanh. /.

Hoang Thj Bich Ngoc dich.

CHU THICH:

1 Su bach hai bao luc chéng lai Cong giao bét du tir khi vua Minh Mang 1én ngoi
(1820) mot phan do sy xung dot vé ton gido. Séc 1énh ciia ong di budc i ngudi
Cong giao “lam hoai thuan phong my tuc...” (Gheddo 1970:2).

2 Tai Trung Quoc Cudc tranh ludn gay gat vé cac Nghi 1& (the great Rites
Controversy) dién ra trong sudt 180 nam. Gido sy n01 tleng cua Dong Tén (Jesuit),
Matteo Ricci, dugc ghi nhén 1a nguoi khéi dau cho vin dé d6 boi quan diém khoan
dung déi véi cac tin ngudng va thuc hanh tin ngudng ctia nguoi Trung Qudc, trong
d6 ¢ tin ngudng thd cling t6 tién (Xem: Latourette 1929:133-155 da thuat lai cudc
tranh cii). Chéc chin ring cac Hoi Truyén gido Cong gido tai Viét Nam, nim bén
canh Trung Quéc, da chiu nhiting anh hudng truc tiép. Chung t6i da dugce doc vé
Hoi nghi dac biét vé Annam (a special Council of Annam) dugc t6 chirc ndm 1682.
Hoi nghi do6 c6 su tham du cia hai gidm muc va hang tram linh muc truyén gido;
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trong cac vin dé khac nhau duoc thao luan cé vn dé tho ciing t6 tién. (xem bai tap
chi ctia Nhat Thanh v6i nhan dé “Tin Ngudng” trén tap chi Phirong Péng, S6 7,
thang 1 nam 1972). Gido hoi Cong gido di khép lai quan diém diéu chinh dé thich
nghi déi véi cac nghi 18 bang Séc 1énh Ex quo singulari ciia Gido hoang ban hanh
nam 1742. Trong khi d6 du6i goc d6 ca nhan cac gido s§ truyén gido, ho khong tin
d6 1a quan diém dung, Gido hoi dd khong thay doi lap truong chinh thirc ctia nd
cho dén tan Cong dong Vatican IL.

Xem: Chuong “Tén gido Viét Nam” trong Phong trao Tin Lanh tai Viét Nam,
luan van thac sy cia Reginald E. Reimer dugc luu trit tai Truong ctia Hoi Truyén
gido Thé gidi, Vién thin hoc Fuller, 1972. (cling xem Cadiére, 1974).

Céc tir nay bi bo déu trong vin ban gdc (tiéng Anh).

Piéu nay da dugc cac nha binh ludn nguoi Viét Nam cong nhén. Xem thém: Be
tai Sy tho cing (6 tién ciia ngweoi Viét Nam cia DS Van Diing, luan vin tét
nghiép Truong Thin hoc Bap-tit, Sai Gon, Viét Nam, 1974, tr. 11

V& viée tho cung 16 tién, Vatican Il da ra sdc 1énh “Ptng trude thi thé hoic bai
vi ghi tén, tudi ngudi qua cd, ngudi Cong gido dugc phép cui d4u va thé hién
nhitng cir chi kinh trong. Trich tir P& Vin Diing (1974: 24). Lam thé nao dé
ngudi Cong gido binh thuong va ngudi khong Kitd gido giai thich diéu nay bai
ho cho ring né khéng rd rang.

Thuét ngit Puong dau véi sicc manh (power encounter) di duwoc Tippett phat
trién (Tippett 1973: 88-91, 174-175)

Diéu nay da dwoc tranh ludn trong ludn vin Thac s§ cia t6i (xem chu thich sé 3)
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