Nghién ciru
Ton giao
SG6 02 (170), 2018, 68-90
DUONG THANH MUNG*

HOA THUQNG KHANH HOA VOI1 QUA TRINH XAY DUNG
NEN GIAO DUC TAN HQC PHAT GIAO VIET NAM

T6m tdt: Trong so cac nhan vat tiéu biéu, c6 nhiéu cong hién
quan trong déi Véi s trueng thanh va I6n manh cuia nén giéo duc
Phdt gido Viét Nam, c6 thé ké dén Hoa thwong Khanh Hoa.
Chinh Ngdi la nguoi da dat nén nhing hon dd tang dau tién cho
sir ra doi va phét trién cua nén giao duc tan hoc Phdt gido Viet
Nam. Khdng chi di tién phong trong linh vuc dao tao tang tai,
Ngai con 1a tim gwong sdng day mau muc cua mét tin do nha
Phdt ludn hét long vi Pao phap. DU phdi trai qua nhiéu gian lao,
gdp khéng it khé khan trén con dwong Vdn déng chan hung Phdt
gido, nhwng Ngai van ludn viing tin vao su trirong ton ciia Pao
phdp dé t6 diém thém nhitng nét dep trong bizc tranh lich siz Phat
gi4o Viét Nam. Trong khuon khé cua bai viét nay, ching toi xin
dwege di sau vao phan tich va trinh bay thém vé qua trinh xay
ding nén gido duc tan hoc Phdt gido Viét Nam cua Hoa thuong
Khénh Hoa. Qua dé, gép phan bé ciru nguon e liéu nham lam
Sang té hon vai tro va vi tri ciia Ngai trong tién trinh chdn hung
Phdt gido Viét Nam.

Tir khoa: Chdn hung, Nam Bg, Phdt gido, Viét Nam.

1. Sw hinh thanh nén gi4o duc tan hec Phat gi4o Viét Nam

Trude khi di sdu vao phén tich ndi dung, ching t6i dat vin dé “tan
hoc Phat gido” trong sy chuyén dong chung caa nén gido duc Viét
Nam nhiing thap nién dau thé ky 20.

Néu nhu nén gido duc truyén thong Nho hoc trude day duoc goi la
cuu hoc va nén gido duc duoc xay dung theo phong céch Phap - Viét
nhiing thap nién dau thé ky 20 Ia tn hoc thi nhiing tiéu chi dé xem
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xét, danh gia nén gi4o duc tan hoc Phat gido Viét Nam luc nay ciing
tuong tu nhu vay. Trude day, hinh thic gido duc truyén théng cua
Phat gido Viét Nam chii yéu dugc thuc hién thong qua cic mua an cu
kiét ha, cac dao trang, cac gi6i dan hodc noi tru X cua céc ting si co
nang luc vé linh vuc gido duc. Tai liéu giang day chu yéu Ia nhiing
kinh dién duoc ghi nhé, phién dich, chd giai va chiing nghiém,...; c6
nhitng bé mén thuyét giang hang thang, hang nim, tham chi vai nam
méi hét. Hoc ting ngoai viéc tiép thu cac ngudn tri thire duoc truyén
thu con phai hoc cach ghi nhé chit, dién nghia dé réi tim cach hién
thue hda ngudn kién thic vao trong thuc tién doi séng tu hanh (theo
Kiéu binh vin giang nghia). Hinh thirc gido duc theo kiéu néi ngdi nay
da phat huy dugc vai trd cia nd trong nhiéu tridu dai quan chu ma
dinh cao la thoi ky Ly - Tran. Tuy nhién, cang vé sau thi hinh thic
gido duc nay da boc 16 nhiéu han ché caa nd. Bai cach thic giang day
cling nhu phan 16n cac kién thie duoc truyén tai da tro nén han hep so
véi nhitng bién doi chung caa bdi canh xa hoi va thoi dai lic bay gio.
Thém vao dé, qua trinh tu luyén va giac ngo Phat phan 16n lai tly vao
kha nang ctia mdi Phat tir nén rat kho dé phan dinh trinh d6 hoc van.
Ciing nhu khong c6 mét tiéu chi cu thé nao cho viéc danh gia ning luc
thuc té cua cac tang ni sinh. Do vay, sy manh hay yéu cua Phat giéo
Viét Nam giai doan nay phu thudc rat 16n vao uy tin cta cac nha su &
timg dia phwong, ting khu vyc va tat nhién, né khéng mang tinh hé
théng, théng nhat trong tiing ving mién ciing nhu ca nudc. Thong
thudng, dbi véi nhitng ngdi chiia ¢ xuat phat diém tt hay néi khac
di, c6 danh su thi xuat cao dd, tiéng tim cta nguoi hoc ciing theo d6
ma duogc phét huy theo thoi gian. Dbi véi nhitng canh chiia con lai thi
budc phai chd trong nhiéu hon dén cac nghi 18 Phat sy dé ton tai hoic
néu khong sé& bi lu mo theo thoi gian. Két qua la Phat gio Viét Nam
ngay cang bi thiéu hyt doi ngil ting bao thuc hoc, thyc tu, ¢d kha ning
tham gia vao qua trinh dan dao va hudng dao. Hé luy co ban cia nd la
su khung hoang va suy yéu boc 16 ngay cang sau sic doi voi ton gido
nay. Bac biét 1a khi Phat gido Viét Nam budc vao qua trinh giao luu
va tiép bién véi cac gié tri van hoa, tu tuong Pong - Tay thi nhitng bat
cap von c6 cua tén gido nay lai duoc boc 16 15 nét hon.
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Xuéat phat tir nhu yéu xay dung mot tam thé phéat trién mai cho Phat
gido Viét Nam, tir dau thé ky 20, cac ting ni, Phat ta, cac nha tri thuc
mén mo Phat gido di dung ra van dong chin hung, cai cach Phat gido.
Qua trinh chan hung Pao phap da tao diéu kién cho nén gido duc tan
hoc Phat gido ra doi. Co thé ké dén cac ngoi truong theo 16i tan hoc
cua Phat gido Viét Nam giai doan ndy, nhu: Phat hoc duong Bang So,
Quan St, B Dé tai Mién Bic; Phat hoc duong Bao Quéc, Tay Thién,
Kim Son, Phd Pa, Long Khanh ¢ Mién Trung; Phat hoc dwong Linh
Son, Tuyén Linh, Ni trudng Vinh Biru & Mién Nam,.... Nhin chung,
nén gido duc tan hoc Phat gi4o do cac nha tri thirc va cac tang ni, Phat
ter Xy dung da duoc dinh hinh boi mot hé thdng trudng 16p, cap bac
(so dang, trung dang, cao dang) kha quy cu va di cing véi no 1a cac
chuong trinh dao tao twong @ng. Khdng nhiing thé, nham nang cao
chat lwong dao tao, cac nha gido duc Phat giao di to chuc ky thi sét
hach dau vao, dau ra & mdi cap ciing nhu trong ting cip, ting nim
hoc, ky hoc; hinh thiic giang day ciing c6 nhiéu d6i méi theo phong
cach su pham. Hoc ting ngoai viéc tiép thu nhiing kién thirc co ban vé
Phat hoc con duoc bd tro thém cac kién thic vé tu nhién, xa hoi, dia
ly, thién van,.... Py la nhitng diém hoan toan méi mé chua tirng co
trong lich sir gido duc Phat giao Viét Nam.

Vay dau la nhitng nhan t6 di mang dén lan gié mai cho nén giéo
duc tdn hoc Phat gido Viét Nam Idc nay? Theo ching téi, ngoai nhitng
yéu cau tir ndi dung cua cdng cudc chan hung, qua trinh hinh thanh
nén gido duc theo phong cach méi ciia Phat gido Viét Nam giai doan
nay con chiu su tac dong tir cac nhan t cha quan va khéach quan sau:

Thir nhdt, dé dao tao nén ddi ngii chic nghiép phuc vu cho cac
chuong trinh khai thac thudc dia ciing nhu cai tri quan ching nhan dan
ban xt, tir dau thé ky 20, chinh quyén thudc dia Phap da tién hanh
nhiéu bién phap nham cai t6 nén gido duc truyén thong Viét Nam.
Dang chu y 1a chuong trinh cai cich gido duc vao nam 1917 va viéc
béi bo ky thi Hoi, thi Binh vao nam 1919 da gf?ln nhu loai bo hoan toan
nén gido duc truyén théng Nho hoc va thay vao d6 1a nén gido duc
theo phong cach Phap - Viét. Sy hinh thanh nén gido duc méi nay
ngoai viéc dap tng cho nhitng toan tinh cia nguoi Phép thi vé khach
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quan, n6 da tac dong dén tam thic cua nhiéu giai ting khac nhau trong
x4 hoi (trong d6 c6 ca cac tang ni, Phat tir). Nhiéu tri thizc duong thoi
d nhan thiy duoc nhiing yéu té tién bo va sy can thiét cua nén giéo
duc tan hoc nay dé tir d6 dung ra thanh lap truong hoc, van dong quan
chdng nhan dan tiép can nhiing ngudn tri thec méi. Va day ciing chinh
la mot trong nhitng nguyén nhan su xa thuc day qua trinh cai cach
gido duc cua Phat gido Viét Nam IGc nay. Trong mot lan vao thiam
cach thuc giang day caa Hoi An Nam Phat hoc ¢ Hué, Hoa thuong Tri
Hai da c6 nhitng nhan xét nhu sau: “Cach day hoc rat c6 quy mo, trat
tu. Phuong phap day hoc tro rat dé hiéu. Khac han voi 16i binh van
giang nghia nhu xua, hoc du ca khoa hoc, triét hoc.... cling gdm dung
nhu quy cu cua cac truong hoc Phap - Viét hién thoi. Céc thi gio hoc
tap rat phan minh khong giéng quy ca cia cac truong hoc ha ngoai
Bic ti nao ca”™.

Ciing can phai dé cap thém rang, dé quan ly duoc x&t Pong Duong
- noi ma phan Ién cu dan déu tin ngudng Phat gi4o, chinh quyén thudc
dia Phap da to ra quan tam tgi ton gido nay. Bang ching la ngay tir
dau thé ky 20, chinh quyén thudc dia da cho suu tam va dich nhiéu
kinh sach Phat gido sang tiéng Phéap, thanh 1ap Vién Vién Péng Bdc co
(Ecole francaise d'Extréme - Orient, 1900), thanh Iap Truong So' cdp
Pali (1914) va sau d6 nang 1én thanh Truong Cao dang Pali (1922),
thanh 1ap Hoéi Nghién cizu ving Vién Péng (Société d’études
Orientales, 1921), Hgi Tri thizc nha Phgt (Les Amis du Bouddhisme,
1929)?, Vién Nghién cizu Phdt gido Tiéu thira ban xi¢ (Institut Indigéne
d'Etudes du Bouddhisme du Petit Véhicule, 1930)...3. Thong qua vai
tro cua cac co quan nay, cac hoc gia nguoi Phap nhu Silvain, Burnouf,
Chavannes, Jean Przyluski, Sylvain Levi, P. Pelliot,... va mot s6 hoc
gia nguoi Viét da tich cuc nghién ciu vé Phat gido. Két qua 1a nhiéu
cong trinh nghién ctu vé Phat gido da dugc cong bd trong giai doan
nay, nhu: La sagesse du Bouddha et la Science du Bonheur (Coi
ngudn tri tué va hanh phic cua Bac Phat), Esquisse des principales
sectes du Bouddhisme en Extréme - Orient (Lugc khao cac tong phai
chinh cua Phat gido ¢ Vién Péong) cta duogc si Isnard; Le Bouddhisme
en Annam des origines au Xlllé siécle (Phat gido Viét Nam tur khoi
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nguyén dén thé ky XI111) ciia Tran Vin Giap; Phdt gido Luwoc khao cua
Pham Quynh, (Nam Phong Tap chi, s6 40)*,.... Su hinh thanh céac co
quan nghién ctru vé Phat gi4o cuing nhirng thanh tyu dat dugc da tao
nén dong luc 16n cho qué trinh van dong chan hung Phat gi4o cua ting
ni, Phat tir. Trong d6, 2 co quan c6 nhiéu tic dong nhat 1a Vién Vién
Péng Bdc ¢é va Vién Nghién ciru Phdt gido Tiéu thira ban xir. Néu
nhu Vién Vién Dong Bac ¢ ¢6 vai trd trong viéc phuc dung va phat
huy cac gia tri van hoa Phat gido, tring tu cac ngdi chia co, bao trg
cho viéc phién dich kinh sach Phat gido thi Vién Nghién ciru Phat gido
Tiéu thira ban xu lai c6 vai trd trong viéc xay dung hinh mau vé Thu
vién Phat hoc va cac co s& gido duc theo phong cach Phuong Tay cho
cong cudc chan hung Phat gido Viét Nam®.

Thet hai, su chuyén bién cua doi séng kinh té, van héa, xi hoi, dic
biét 1a cac phong trao yéu nudc theo y thirc hé dan chu tu san ¢ Viét
Nam nhiing thap nién dau thé ky 20 da dat ra yéu cau cai cach, doi
méi ddi voi gido duc. Thoi gian nay, chung kién sy doi cua nhiéu mo
hinh gi4o duc theo 15i tan hoc tir Phong trao Duy Tan do bo ba Phan
Chau Trinh, Tran Quy Cép, Huynh Thic Khang khéi xuéng & Mién
Trung, Pong Kinh Nghia Thuc & Mién Bic hay phong trao xuat
duong cau hoc ciia Phan Boi Chau, Cuong Dé,.... Qué trinh xay dung
nén gi4o duc tan hoc ciia cac nha tri thic &i qudc duong thoi da tao
nén mot phong trao hoc tap sbi ndi va rong réi trong ca nudc. Tir nén
gido duc truyén théng Nho hoc, cu dan Viét Nam da dan tiép can,
thich ung véi nén gido duc méi, theo phong cach Phuong Tay. Va
cling chinh tir day, lich sir gido duc Viét Nam ndéi chung va lich st
gido duc Phat gido noi riéng budc vao mot thoi ky méi - thoi ky hoi
nhap véi van hoa, van minh duong dai dé phat trién.

Ther ba, su thic thoi caa cac tang ni, Phat tir cung cac nha tri thac
Nho hoc Idn Tay hoc. Truéc sy khung hoang va suy yéu caa Dao phap,
nhiéu ting ni, Phat tir & ca ba mién dat nuéc da chi dong dung ra kéu
goi, van dong chan hung, cai cach Phat gi4o. Bt dau tir viéc thanh lap
Phat gi4o hoi roi tién dén dao tao ting tai, xay dung thu vién tang trix
kinh sach, Viét hoa kinh dién Phat gido, chan chinh phuong thuc sinh
hoat tang gia,.... C6 thé ndi rang, cdng cudc chan hung Phat gido Viét
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Nam ndi chung va nén gido duc tdn hoc Phat gido noi riéng, s¢ di dat
duoc nhitng két qua kha quan 1a nho sy thire thoi caa cac chu ton thién
duc, nhu: Hoa thwong Thanh Hanh, sw TAm Lai, Tri Hai,... & Mién BAc;
Québc su Phuéc Hué, Hoa thuong Giac Tién, Giac Nhién,... ¢ Mién
Trung va & Mién Nam la Hoa thuogng Tur Phong, Hué Quang, Tri Thién,
Khanh Hoa, su Thién Chiéu,.... Thém vao d6 1a sy tham gia gilp stc
ctia doi ngil tri thiee, cu sT hitu ¢6ng - ho 1a nhitng nhan vat c6 dia vi vé
mat chinh tri hodc da vé tri si nhung van c6 danh vong trong xa hoi.
Chinh d6i ngli cu si nay da tao nén hanh lang phép ly cho cac hoat dong
cua phong trao chin hung Phat gido Viét Nam. Pon cir nhu & trong
Nam c6 Tran Nguyén Chan - Chéanh thira bién hang nhét tai Dinh D¢
ly Sai Gon; Tran Van Khué - Tri huyén tai Phong 6, Dinh Soéi phu
Nam Ky, Sai Gon; Lé Van Pho va Nguyén Vian Nhon - Thu ky tai Dinh
Déc ly Sai Gon; Pham Ngoc Vinh - Thu ky tai Ngan hang Dong Phap,
Sai Gon; Huynh Vian Quyén - Thong phan thuong hang tai Dinh Béc ly
Sai Gon; Nguyén Vin Can - Thura bién tai Dinh Bbc ly Sai Gon, hoi
huu pham tugce Tri huyén®. Tai Mién Trung c6 sy tham gia ciia Poan
Huy Hoang Thai hau - me cua vua Bao Pai, Tam minh Lé Pinh Tham -
Vién truong Vién Pasteur, Tham tri Bo hoc Nguyén Khoa Toan, cac
nha tri thirc Nho hoc, nhu: Hoang Xuan Ba, Lé Thanh Canh, Lé Quang
Phudc, Truong Xudng, Nit st Pam Phuong, hay hoang toc, nhu: Ung
Binh, Vién Dé (nha tu san ndi tiéng Mién Trung),.... Tai Mién Bic,
trong Danh séch cac Hgi vién sang ldp Hgi Phdt gido Bdc Ky ¢ toi 27
cu si gdm: Cung Dinh Binh va Nguyén Qudc Thanh - Tham ta So
Thuong chinh Ha Noi, Nguyén Van Canh, Tran Vin Giac, Van Quang
Thuy - Phén sy S¢ Thuong chinh, L& Du - Phién dich vién Phu Toan
quyén Pong Duong, Tran Van Giap va Nguyén Van T - Tham ta
Truong Vién Pong Béc cb, Bli Ky - Phé bang, gido su Truong Cao
dang Ha Noi, Pham Huy Luc - Nghi truéng Vién Dan biéu Ha Noi,
Nguyén Vian Minh - Phan su S& Thuong Chinh, L& Vin Phuc - Hoi
vién Hoi dong Tu nghi Ha Noi, Tran Van Phuc - Tham ta Phi Toan
guyén Ha Noi, Nguyén Ning Qudc - Hiép ta Pai hoc si, Téng dbc Tri si
Thai Ha 4p, L& Toai - Phan sy Toa Bbc ly, Nguyén Vin Vinh - chi béo
Annam Nouvean, Tai cha Bli Xuan Thanh, Dbc hoc Tran Trong Kim,
DPéc hoc Ha Pong Nguyén Van Ngoc, Phé bang Nguyén Can Méng,
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Kiém hoc Ha Noi Nguyén Quang Oanh, Giao hoc Nguyén Dinh Qué,
Luc sy huu tri Phan Dinh Tién, cir nhan Duong B4 Trac va cac T tai
Pham Manh Xtng, Nguyén B Muc, Nguyén Hitu Tién’. Nhin nhan
mot cach khach quan thi day chinh 1a doi ngii tri thirc cap tién trong x&
hoi IGc bay gio. Bén trong ho vira chita dung cac gid tri truyén thong
ctia dan toc, vira mang nhitng yéu té méi cua thoi dai. Do vay, khi nén
0i&o duc tan hoc Phat giao Viét Nam dugc hinh thanh, d6i ngii nay vira
dong vai trd 13 cac giang su, vira dong vai trd 14 nhitng nha cb van,
nhitng nha cai cach giao duc.

2. Péng gop cia Hoa thwong Khanh Hoa véi s hinh thanh nén
giao duc tan hoc Phat gido Viét Nam

Chung tdi thiét nghi, van dé hang diu ma Hoa thuong Khanh Hoa
quan tam trong qua trinh van dong chan hung Phat gido chinh la khac
phuc véan nan that hoc trong tang d6. Pé lam duoc didu nay, trudc tién
can phai xay dung dugc mot to chirc dé tir d6 tién dén nhat thé hoa
qué trinh tu hoc cua tang ni, Phat tir trong toan quéc. Do do, ngay tir
dau thap nién 20 cua thé ky 20, Hoa thugng Khanh Hoa da dung ra
van dong chu ton thién dic khap mién Tién Giang va Hau Giang quy
tu vé chua Long Hoa (Tra Vinh) dé tham gia hop ban chan hung Phat
gido®. Két qua 1a céc vi hoa thuong nhu Hué Quang, Tri Thién, Tir
Phong,... d3 du dinh cing nhau thanh 1ap Hoi Luc hoa Lién hiép dé tur
d6 tién toi thanh 1ap Phat gido Tong hoi trong toan qudc. Tuy vay,
Hoa thugng Kh&nh Hoa cung cac cong sy ctia minh da “khong thanh

lap dugc hoi nay™®.

Nam 1927, Hoa thugng Khanh Hoa dugc moi ra thinh giang tai
Truong ha Long Khanh (Quy Nhon). Truong ha ndy do Quéc su
Phudc Hué lam Chung minh, Hoa thwong Hué Quang (chua Long
Hoa, Tra Vinh) lam Thién cha, ba Lé Thi Ngoi (Bén Tre) 1am Pai thi
cha, Hoa thugng Thanh Pao lam Chéanh quan ching. Suét ba thang
giang day, Hoa thwong Khanh Hoa da tich cuc tim kiém ban ddng
mon cung chi huéng tham gia cai cach Phat gido. Tai day, y tuong
chan hung Phat gido cua Ngai da nhan duoc su dong tinh, ung ho cua
déng dao tang ni, Phat tir Mién Trung va nhat 1a cua Quédc su Phudc
Hu¢, Hoa thugng Bich Lién, Lién Ton (sau nay, Hoa thugng Khanh
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Hoa, Bich Lién, Lién Tén chinh & bd ba tiéu biéu trong cac hoat dong
chan hung Phat gi4o tai Mién Nam).

Cubi thang 5/1927, su Thién Chiéu tir Ha Noi vé mang theo mét s6
bao Hai Triéu Am (trong d6 c6 ding tai cac hoat dong chin hung Phat
gi4o ciia Thai Su Pai Hu ciing nhu ban diéu 18 va quy tic caa Hoi Phat
giao Trung Hoa) ghé qua Truong ha & Quy Nhon, dua cho Hoa thuong
Khanh Hoa xem va thic giuc Ngai phai nhanh chéng trién khai cong
viéc. Sau khi két thic khéa giang, Hoa thugng Khanh Hoa vé lai Sai
Gon da cung su Thién Chiéu tich cuc chuan bi cac cong tac cho cong
cudc chan hung Phat gido. Dé 6 chi phi hoat dong, Hoa thuong Khénh
Hoa da lan 16i dén céc tu vién & Nam Bo tuyén truyén, van dong, sau
d6, Ngai dép tau sang Phnom Penh (Campuchia) dé nghién ctu tinh
hinh Phat gidao va cach dao tao ting tai tai day. Trong chuyén di nay,
Ngai da nhan dugc sy tham gia gop stic cua cac chua, nhu: chua Tién
Linh (M& Cay) ung ho 30$, Phuée Son (M Cay) ung ho 30$, chiia
Van C6 (Vinh Long) 308, chua Long Hoa (Tiéu Can) 308, chuia Phudc
Long (Bén Tre) 30$, chia Long Khanh (Tra Vinh) 30$, chia Long
Phudc (Bac Liéu) 30$, chua Vién Giac (Bén Tre) 208, chiia Binh An
(Long Xuyén) 208, chua Phudc Thanh (Cai Be) 203, chua Long Phudc
(S6c Trang) 208, chua Khanh Hoa (Cao Mot ?) 20$, chua Long An (Sa
Péc) 208, chia An Phude (Sa Déc) 208, chua Lién Tri (Bén Tre) 108,
chua Bao Lam (Mi Tho) 10$, chua Phu Chau (Céai Bé) 10$, chua Kim
Tién (Cai LAy) 10$, chua Long Thién (Vinh Long) 10$. Bic biét c6 17
cu si ¢ Tra Vinh da ung ho 1.300$. Nhu vay, Hoa thuong Khanh Hoa
dd huy dong dugc 1.700$ dé chuan bi cho cong tac chan hung Phat
gido. Pay qua 1a mot s6 tién khong 16 so véi lic bay gio.

Sau khi da c6 duoc nguén kinh phi, ndam 1928, chu vi Hoa thuong
Khanh Hoa, Hué Quang, Tur Nhan, Lién Tri, Thién Niém dén chua
Linh Son (Sai Gon) cung su Thién Chiéu va mot sé Phat tir tré tudi
khéc thanh lap Hgi Nam Ky Phdt gi4o*. Muc dich hang d¢au ma Hoi
nay hudng dén 1a 1ap Phat hoc dudng dé gido duc ting d6 va xay dung
Phat hoc thu xa tang trir kinh sach. Thang 12/1928, Hoi da tao dung
dugc Phat hoc thu x3 va suu tam duoc 771 bo Pai Tang Kinh (Bo
kinh nay do Chu doan Viét cu si & Tra Vinh clng tang), cing mot sé
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sach, bao khac,... vé luu tri tai tai diy. Nam 1929, chu vi ndi trén da
cung Thuong toa Tri Thién tién hanh cai t6 Hoi Nam Ky Phat gido
thanh Ho6i Nam Ky Nghién cuau Phat hoc. Tén goi, muc dich, cach
thire t6 chire ciing nhu quyén han va nhiém vu caa cac thanh vién, cac
ban duoc néu rd trong ban Diéu & va Quy tic cua Hoi va da duoc céc
thanh vién sang lap théng qua vao ngay 28/12/1929. Theo Hoa thugng
Khanh Hoa, Ho6i Nam Ky Phat gido chinh Ia tién than caa Hoi Nam
Ky Nghién ciu Phat hoc vi hai hoi ciing déu duoc thanh lap tai chua
Linh Son (Sai Gon) va thanh phan tham gia sang 1ap hai hoi nay déu
la mot't. Tuy nhién, do khong xin duoc gidy phép cua chinh quyén s
tai nén ca hai t6 chtc nay da khong thé di vao hoat dong.

Khong thanh 1ap duoc hé théng to chirc, Hoa thuong Khanh Hoa
dung ra van dong chu tang ni, Phat tir Luc tinh Nam Ky xuat ban tap
san Phat hoc bang chit Qudc ngir 1y tén 1a Phap Am, sb dau tién ra
mat vao ngay 13/8/1929%2. Pay 1a to tap chi Phat gido bang chir Québc
ngit du tién ra doi & nudc ta. Mot diém can chi y 12 to bao nay duoc
bién tap va xuat ban tai Sai Gon nhung try so lai dat tam tai chiia Sac
te Linh Thtu (My Tho). Pay ciing 1a tru s& cia bdo Dan Cay, tiéng
néi cua nhimg ngudi lam cach mang ¢ dia phuong nay. Biét duoc
théng tin, thuc dan Phap cho quén luc soat chua Linh Thuu, vi Thu toa
bi truy nd, con Hoa thuong Khéanh Hoa phai mang kinh sach dén So
Mat tham giai trinh. Sau bién cb nay, to Phap Am khong ra duogc sb ké
tiép va nod trg thanh ky yéu cua cudc van dong chan hung Phat gido
ma ¢ d6 chung ta thdy cac bai viét rat c6 gia tri caa Hoa thugng
Khanh Hoa vé nhiing tran trd ciia Ngai khi Pao phap suy vi, ting d6
that hoc.

Giai thich cho su ra doi caa Phdt hoc dirong va Phdt hoc thu xa (2
muc dich chinh cia Hoi Nam Ky Phat gido va sau do 1a Hoi Nam Ky
Nghién ctu Phat hoc) cling nhu to Phap Am, Hoa thuong Khanh
Hoa viét: “Phat gido & Nam Ky ta hién thoi, trong thi ting d6 that
hoc, 1am sai phap luat, ngoai thi tin dd khdng hiéu dao, mé tin di
doan, bay gio minh hiép nhau lap thu vién thinh Tam Tang kinh, mot
mat thi lo nghién ctu va phién dich dé xuat ban, hoic tong tho hoic
tap chi dé luu thong trong thién ha khién moi ngudoi thong hiéu dugc
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cai gido ly cia dao, mgi mong trir tuyét nhitng didu mé tin kia. Mot
mat thi ra sirc gido hoa cho ting dd c6 tu cach, phong ganh vac Phat
su sau nay, c6 hoc méi biét duong ma tu, khéng thi ho cir muon chua
ra 1am nha riéng cua minh, ké trugc vay, ké sau vay, chic Phat gido
phai tiéu ma, nén tinh phai lap truong hoc dé dao tao nhan tai, dy la
cai trong trach cua ngudi xuit gia vay”'®. Ngai nhan manh thém
rang: “Néu Phat gido ma mudn c6 du nhén tai dé truéc kinh, hoic
dich luan, ma ngan d& cai chanh dao ¢ doi mat phap nay, tuong
ngoai truong hoc ra thi khong tim dau dugc. Va lai cac 6ng su ma
khdng hiéu lich st Phat, khong biét phap luat Phat, ciing bai céi hai
khong cé truong hoc ma ra, nén téi twong lo 1ap Phat hoc duong la
cai cap vy cua Phat gido vay”*4.

Vén 13 nguodi mang nang tm nguyén chan hung Pao phap, nhung
dung trude thyc trang nén gido duc Phat gido dang ngay cang tut doc
nhu vay, Hoa thuong Khanh Hoa da phai thét 1én rang: “Dén ndi ca
toan qudc khdng cd mot truong hoc Phat”!®. Phai lam cach nao, l1am
nhu thé nao dé khac phuc dugc van nan nay? Trong khi & Nam Bo Iic
nay “chi con d6i dng ban hoc rong hiéu xa, nhung lai rai ¢ noi Luc
chau (Luc tinh Nam Ky - DTM) chua biét c6 ai déng chi nhiét thanh
ma dé xudng that hanh cai phuong phap ay”2®.

Trong mot bai viét dang tai trén Phap Am, Ngai lai mot lan nita kéu
goi cac tang ni, Phat tur ¢6 10ng nhiét thanh vi dao cung chung tay xay
dung thu vién, lap truong hoc va phién dich kinh sach Phat gido sang
chir Quéc ngir cho tién tu hoc. Ngai viét: “Mudn truyén ba tu tuéng
thi cac nha hoc Phat nén hiép tac voi nhau, chung ciing tu phua cit nha
thu x4, thinh ba tang kinh déng tdm nghién cuu, roi dién dich ra chir
Qudc ngit, phd thdng trong thién ha khién cho mdi ngudi xem doc déu
hiéu dugc phap luat nha dao, ai lam tréi thi chira, ai 1am phai thi theo...
Con mot bén thi lap truong Phat hoc, cho hoc sinh tan nghiép luén
lubn. Hoc cho thong ngii gido tam thira, roi ra trach nhiém try tri, cho
kiém toan phuéc hugé, hau xién dwong diéu phép, thi méi trdng mong
tang gi¢i dwoc tinh tan”’. Qua that, nhitng tran tré ctia Ngai ciing
chinh 1a nhitng van d& vo cuing thiét yéu va cip thiét dat ra cho cac
tang ni, Phat tir Uc nay.
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C6 thé thay rang, ngoai nhitng nhan t6 khach quan bén ngoai, su
khing hoang va suy yéu cua Phat gido Viét Nam nhitng nam dau thé
ky 20 chu yéu bit nguon tir cac nguyén nhan nhu ting d6 that hoc,
tang gia suy vi, ting doan rdi rac,.... Do vay, 1ap hoi Phat gido 1a dé
kéu goi tinh than doan két cia Phat mén, vi doan két 12 sic manh, 1a
phuong tién dé Phat gido Viét Nam di dén théng nhét; Viét hoa kinh
sach Phat hoc 1a dé cho moi ngudi ¢6 thé hiéu sau hon giéo ly Phat, co
hiéu gido Iy nha Phat thi méi c6 thé tin Phat, c6 tin Phat thi méi c6 thé
ung ho cdng cudc chan hung Phat gido. Boi theo nhu Hoa thuong
Khanh Hoa miéu ta thi do “khong doc duoc kinh Phat, nén tin d6
khong hiéu giao ly Phat la gi. Bat dau tir 6 ho xa dan Phat gido. Phat
gido bat dau suy doi; 1ap Phat hoc dudng 1a dé dao tao ting tai. Pao
tao tang tai tac 14 chl trong dén van dé con ngudi. Con ngudi ¢ day
chinh 14 hang ngii Tang bao, d6i twong giir vai trd hang dau, truc tiép
dén su ton vong cua Pao phép. Sau nay, Hoa thuong Thich Thién
Minh ciing khang dinh rang: “Tang bao 1a hién than cu thé cho tinh
than vo thuong cua Phat gido. Tang bao con, Phat gido con; Tang bao
bi suy don thi Phat gido bai vong. D6 1a mot su hién nhién ma lich sir
da ching minh mét cach rd rang. Vi vay, noi nao c6 nhitng hang ting
bao co thyc tai, thuc duc thi noi 4y Phat gido duoc ton tai mot cach
xtmg dang v&i danh nghia ctia n6”!8, Va dung nhu nhan dinh ctia Puc
Tang thdng Thich Tinh Khiét: “Pao tao ting tai 1a trudc hét cac Phat
su”®®, Tir d6 cho thay rang, tir rat som, Hoa thuong Khanh Hoa da
nhan thay duoc tam quan trong cia cdng tac gido duc va dio tao ting
tai d6i vai sy ton vong ciia Pao phap. Mac du ¢ thoi diém nay, viéc
kéu goi xay dung nén gi4o duc tan hoc Phat gido cua Ngai chua thyc
su nhan dugc sy quan tAm tan tro cia nhiéu tang ni, Phat tir nhung né
da gop phan mo ra mot hudng di méi cho Phat gido Viét Nam, ting
budc dua tén giao nay thoat ra khoi nén giéo duc truyén thng, theo
kiéu néi ngdi ¢ ting t6 dinh, mai ha nhu trudc day.

Sau nhiéu lan dé trinh xin gidy phép hoat dong nhung khong thanh
cong, ngay 26/8/1931, Théng déc Nam Ky 1a Khrautheimer di phé
chuan Nghi dinh s 2062 chinh thic cong nhan tinh phap ly caa Hoi
Nam Ky Nghién ctu Phat hoc, dong thoi thong qua 19 diéu 1é va 51
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diéu quy tic®. Co ciu t6 chuc ban dau caa Hoi gdm: Ban Hoi vién
Danh du véi cac thanh vién nhu: Thong ddc Nam Ky - Hoi trudng
Danh du, Déc ly Thanh phé Sai Gon l1a Rivoal - Hoi phd, ba Karpegs -
Truong phong Khao ctru Phat gido Lao va Campuchia, d6ng Robert -
Dbéc hoc Dong Phap Trung Phap hoc duong va ba Lé Thi Ngoi; Ban
Tri sy do Hoa thugng Lé Khanh Hoa lam Hoi truong, Hoi pho la cu
Tran Nguyén Chan va Hoa thuong Nguyén Tri Thién; Cb van la Hoa
thuong Hué Quang, Tiur Phong; Thi quy 1a Nguyén Vian Nhon clng
ph6 12 Pham Ngoc Vinh va Thu ky Lé Vin Pho.

Muc dich 16n nhét caa viéc thanh Iap Hoi Nam Ky Nghién cau
Phat hoc ma Ngai hudng dén khong khac ngoai viéc 1a: “Lo su sling
thuong Phat gi4o tai chia Linh Son. Lo su tu bd va hanh dong cua
ngdi thap Bao Phuong, ngdi Duyét kinh that va mua kinh sach bang
chir Langsa (chtt Phdp - DTM) va chir Han trir trong thap Bao
Phuong. Lo su dich ra chit Quéc &m nhitng kinh sach chit Han,... dang
cho nguoi bén quéc dang tuong dao ly. Lo 1ap tai chua 4y mot ngoi
Thich hoc duong dé day tang d6 hoc dao va lo tu bo cach hanh dong
éy”21.

Thoi gian dau, cac thanh vién caa Hoi Nam Ky Nghién ctu Phat
hoc ciing da chi dong dé xuat cac chuong trinh ddo tao ting tai theo
huéng mai. Tiéu biéu nhu Hoa thugng Dao Té vai bai viét Con dwong
twong lai cua tang gia da chu truong la nén mé phong theo chuong
trinh ciia Thai Hu Pai su vé Chanh hoc loai, Tham hoc loai va Cuu
hoc loai trong gi4o duc ting tai. P4i véi phéi tai gia thi chuong trinh
dao tao nén ap dung theo md hinh cua hoi Phat gido Nhat Ban bét dau
tir viéc thanh 1ap Phdr gido doan tién t6i thanh Chanh tin hgi?2. Bén
canh d6, Hoi Nam Ky Nghién ctru Phat hoc con chu truong 1a 14p ra
cac kinh vién, Iy tién hoc phi day ting do dé xuat ban séch, béo, lam
sao ha gia xubng cho ré, lvu hanh cho nhiéu, ai ciing c6 thé mua va
xem dugc, ai ciing co thé tu tap duoc, ai ciing hiéu dwoc gido ly. Nhu
vay s& khong lo khdng c6 bac chan tu, khong c6 ngudi dung ra hoang
duong Phat phap.

Tuy nhién, khong lau sau d6 y nguyén lap Phdt hoc dwong Linh
Son dé dao tao tang tai cua Ngai khong duogc hién thuc hda. Nguyén
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nhan xut phét tir nhitng bat dong chinh kién trong noi bo cua Hoi
Nam Ky Nghién ctu Phat hoc ldc bdy gid. Gan nhu trong subt
khoang thoi gian ton tai caa minh, hoat dong cha yéu ma Hoi Nam
Ky Nghién ciu Phat hoc hudng dén khong phai 1a dao tao ting tai,
ma chu troong 1a dung bao chi thac day su nghiép hoang duong Phat
phap, phién dich kinh sach Phat hoc dé md mang kién thic cho ting
dd - va xem ddy 1a mot trong nhiing bién phap hitu hiéu nham khac
phuc tinh trang suy yéu cua Phat gido dwong thoi. Trong mot bai viét
dang tai trén Tap chi T Bi Am, tac gia Véan Son ciing di cho rang:
“Chd¢ 161 thdi mot doi ngdi Thich hoc duong, luu hoc nam ba muoi
tang do, thi c6 du gi dau, lai con so s& hoa ra mot dam nguoi vo chic
nghiép nira... Chi bang lay chit Qudc van ra ma lam mén phd thdng
Phat gido 1a mot diéu tién loi hon hét”?%. Khdng nhitng thé, cac hoat
dong ma Hai trién khai thyuc hién déu hudng dén viéc khuéch truong
danh du cho Hoi va thuong mang nang tinh thoi su hon 1a Phat su.
Nhu trong qué trinh hoat dong, Hoi di tham gia giup nhiéu hoi vién,
nhiéu chia, nhiéu Phat tir khoi mat dat, khoi su lan at caa phd hao
dia chii so tai,.... V6i quan diém la Hoi duy nhét thyc hanh dung theo
tinh than Phat phap trong phong trdo chan hung, Hoi Nam Ky
Nghién ctu Phat hoc hau nhu khong thira nhan tinh hop phap cua
cac hoi con lai. Vé&i Hoi Nam Ky Nghién cuu Phat hoc, Hoi Tinh do
Cuw si & Sai Gon tuy danh tiéng 1a “tinh d6” nhung lai lay “bua thuat
tri bénh” lam t6n chi va bau ngudi ngoai dao lam ton su,.... Muon
Phat lam danh dé phéa hoai Phat phap chir khong phai 1a hoi Phat hoc;
Héi Thién thai Thién gido tong ¢ Ba Ria thi nguoi ding dau hoi lai
xién duong céi ton chi “Nguy truyén chanh phap” dé lay tién, chu
khong thay lam diéu gi hitu ich cho Phat phap, s hanh nhu vay dau
phai 13 hoi cua Phat gido; Hgi Phdt hoc Kiém té & Rach Gia thi lay
tap chi Tién Hoa lam co quan ngdn luan ma nodi dung cot 18i 1a luan
thuyét duy vat va bai xich Phat gido. Cai hoi nhu thé dau phai 1a hoi
Phat giao; Con nhu Hgi Phdt hoc Luong Xuyén & Tra Vinh, trir Hoa
thugng Khanh Hoa ra khdng c6 mot nguoi ndo thdng hiéu Phat gido,
dbi voi Hoi Nam Ky Nghién ctiru Phat hoc va tap chi Tir Bi Am thi
ganh ghét ma dbi vai cac hoi va céc tap chi khong chinh dang khac,
nhu: Phap Am cta hoi Tinh d6 Cu si, Bac Nha Am cua Hoi Thién
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thai Thién gi4o tong va nhat 1a Tién Hoa caa Hoi Phat hoc Kiém Té
thi lai tan thanh lan nhau dé lam phe dang®*.

Su bat dong quan diém trong viéc trién khai cac hoat dong chan
hung Phat gido da lam cho Hoa thugng Khanh Hoa budc phai roi khoi
Hoi Nam Ky Nghién cau Phat hoc, roi khoi tap chi T Bi @am khi nd
vira tron sé 45.

Dé tiép tuc thuc hién chi nguyén xay dap nén giao duc maéi cho Phat
gido Viét Nam, nam 1933, Hoa thugong Khanh Hoa da cung véi cac chu
vi Hué Quang, Khanh An, Phép Hai,... dung ra thanh lap Lién doan Hoc
X4 tai chua Vién Giac (Bén Tre). Muc dich chinh cta Lién doan Hoc x4
la dao tao ting tai theo hinh thirc ctir mdi chiia s& ho trg chi phi trong
vong 3 thang lién tiép cho céc budi thuyét phép va day hoc. Chuong
trinh dugc bat dau tir thang 3 dén thang 6 tai chua Long Hoa (Vinh
Long), tiép theo 1 chuia Thién Phudc (Tra Vinh) va cudi cing la chia
Vién Giac (Bén Tre) thi tan rd. Nhiéu nha nghién ciu trudc dy cho
rang do thiéu ngudn kinh phi dé hoat dong nén Lién dodan Hoc x& budc
phai giai thé. Tuy nhién, theo ngudn tu liéu ma chiing t6i c¢6 duoc thi su
tan rd cua Lién doan Hoc x8 khong phai xuat phét tir nguyén nhan nay
ma chinh 1a sy ngén trd ciia cy Tran Nguyén Chan - Pho nhi Hoi trudng
Hoi Nam Ky Nghién ctu Phat hoc. Do khong tan thanh cach thac hoat
dong cua Lién doan nén cu Chan di co don phan &nh giri chinh quyén
duong thoi. Mic du thuc dan Phap van cho phép Lién doan Hoc X tiép
tuc hoat dong nhung cac chua da tham gia ky tén tan thanh trudc day
déu tir chdi vi cho rang: “Tén cua lo Phat su ma bi 6ng Chan dau cao
nay no,... thanh thir ntra ching phai giai tan”?°.

Sau sy tan rd cua Lién doan Hoc x&, Hoa thuong Khanh Hoa tiép
tuc ding ra van dong cac tang ni, Phat tir cing chung chi huéng chan
hung thanh 1ap mét t6 chie Phat gido méi ¢ Tra Vinh. Két qua la ngay
13/8/1934, Hoi Luwong Xuyén Phdt hoc (Association Bouddhique
Luong Xuyen) duogc dugc Théng ddc Nam Ky la Pagés phé chuan
Nghi dinh sé 2286, cho phép thanh lap tai chia Long Phudc. Co cu
t6 chtrc cua Hoi duoc chia lam 3 ban. Ban quan ly gdm Hoi truong l1a
Lé Van Xuyén (phap danh An Lac), Hoi ph6 la Pham Vin Liéu, Thu
quy 1a Thai Phudc, Thu ky 1a Pham Van Ludng, Phap su hoc duong la
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V& Khanh An, Béc hoc su 1a Lé Khanh Hoa, mét hay nhiéu Gido tho
(tiéu biéu Nguyén Vin An), 2 Kiém soét 1a Nguyén Vin Khoe, Son
Sau. Ban Chi huy gom Chéanh Téng Iy 1a Nguyén Hué Quang, Phd
Téng ly Lé Diéu Phap va Cb van hanh chinh caa Hoi 1a L& Tam
Quang. Ban Danh du gdm Hoéi truong la 6ng Robert Dufour - Chu tich
hat Tra Vinh; Hoi ph6 Danh du, va cac hang hoi vién nhu: sang 1ap,
truong tro, thi an, tan tro. Hoa thugng Tu Phong chua Giac Hai (Chg
Lén) duoc moi lam Ching minh Pao su. Dén ngay 5/7/1935, Toan
quyén Pong Duong 1a René Robin ky Nghi dinh s6 N604-S cho phép
Xuat ban tap chi Duy tdm Phdt hoc mdi thang ra 4 ky, s6 dau tién duoc
an hanh vao ngay 01/10/1935%. Chu nhiém tda soan la Hoa thuong
Hué Quang, Chu but 1a Hoa thugng Khanh Hoa va Quan ly 1a Nguyén
Vian Khoe.

Vi Hoi Luong Xuyén Phdat hoc, hoat dong dao tang tai luon la
nhiém vu hang ¢au ma Hoi huéng dén. Bang chiing 1a ngay trong muc
dich no6i vé su ra doi ciia Hoi, cac thanh vién sang lap da khang dinh
1a: “Mot mat lo dao tao nhan tai dé trang hung Phat phap, vé phuong
dién hoang phép loi sanh mot mat déng tu tap cho tinh tan doan thé
tang gia va nghién ctru nghia Iy mau nhiém trong kinh tang, phd dién
ra chir Quc am dé lam mon tam duoc ma cong hién cho nhan sinh”?’.
Hay trong ban Piéu 1é va Quy tic thanh lap, Hoi ciing da danh rat
nhiéu diéu khoan dé néi dén cac van dé vé giéo duc va dao tao ting
tai. Tiéu biéu nhu: diéu 1, chi thu nhan nhiing hoc trd tir 15 dén 25
tudi; nhitg ngudi Xut gia hay tai gia mudn vao truong hoc phai biét
chit Qudc ngir, chir Han va phai théng hiéu mot chat Kinh, Luat,
Luan. Phai 1am don trinh cho Ban Quan ly Giéo duc va ké du lai lich
ctia minh, tén cha me, nghé nghiép cua cha me va chd ¢ hién tai. Cac
hoc tang s€ chiu khao thi theo chuong trinh ctia Hoi. Hoc tang nao tu
cach tim thuong, khdng thé hoc ndi thi s& bi Hoi dong bét ra. Cac hoc
tang duoc thu nhan ma khéng giit dung thanh quy ciing s& b tan xuat.
Hoi sé cung cép cho céc tang ni sinh tai liéu hoc tap, chiu hoc phi méi
khoa 14 5 nam, dén khi thi d4u ra trudong phai ¢ lai gilp Hoi 5 nim,
sau d6 Hoi s& phan bd di hoang phap hoic 1am gido vién cac noi
khac... Biéu 3, s& 1ap mét trudng Phat hoc dé dao tao tang tai va et dé
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tuyén truyén chinh gido cua Phat gido. Piéu 4, Hoi s& chon cac vi
giang su c6 uy tin dé tham gia giang giai phan kinh luat...%.

Ngay 12/9/1935 (ngay 15/8 am lich), Hoi Luwong Xuyén Phdt hoc
chinh thic khai giang Phat hoc duong tai chua Long Phudc, don nhan
tang ni sinh theo hoc. Theo Hoa thugng Khanh Hoa, muc dich ma
Phat hoc duong Ludng Xuyén hudng dén 1a: “Tuy theo trinh do tién
hoa cta nhén loai ma cai cach cho phu hop véi thoi ky Phat phép
xudng minh, ct dé gido hda nhan tdm, pho tri mat véan cho ding “dao
tuy co cam, giao di thi hung, dao tao cho mét ngay kia c6 nguoi thanh
tai, dat duc”, nhan thiét nhi muc, Phat phap dong lwong, dé lam su bao
trong Phat gi4o?. Piéu kién dé theo hoc cua ting ni sinh 1a “phai tho
gidi, kiét ha ba thang dé hoc tap oai nghi, t& hanh, giéi luat cho biét
tanh tudong; chang dang an phi thoi va chang cé cac ching bénh nhu
lao, ghé, lat...”%,

Nham nang cao chat lugng dau vao, Ban Tri sy Hoi Ludng Xuyén
Phat hoc da tién hanh t6 chitc mot cudc khao thi ddi voi cac tang ni
sinh. Ban giam khao cudc thi ciing dd duoc thanh 1ap gom: Truong
ban 1a Béc hoc su Lé Khanh Hoa, Pho ban 1a Chanh Tong ly Hué
Quang, C6 van vién la Hoi truong An Lac, Uy vién la Hoa thuong
Bao L&m va Hoa thugng Vién Giac, Giam trudng la Phap su Khanh
An. Chuong trinh thi dugc chia 1am 2 budi: Budi sang, cac thi sinh dy
thi s& doc mot bai Han van va viét mot bai 4m ta va mot doan kinh vin
bang chit Han; budi chiéu, thi sinh s& viét mot bai &am ta bang chir
Qudc ngir, 1am mot bai luan véi cha dé: Bon phan caa mot ngudi hoc
sinh khi thi d roi thi phai lam nhu thé nao cho tron nghia vu ddi véi
Hoi Ludng Xuyén Phat hoc va d6i véi Phat phap®.

Trong s6 20 hoc ting dau tién tham gia dy ky thi, c6 8 ngudi du
diéu kién va két qua 1a ca 8 nguoi déu thi dd. Tuy nhién, do sé luong
qua it nén Ban Tri sy Hoi Ludng Xuyén Phat hoc di ndi long cac diéu
kién theo hoc cho céc ting ni sinh. Nam hoc 1935-1936, Phat hoc
duong Ludng Xuyén t6 chirc dao tao duoc 2 16p tang - ni, do tudi tir 9
dén 29, voi tong cong khoang 30 ngudi. Lop ting sinh dau tién voi
cac tén tudi nhu: Hanh Try, Huyén Quang, Thién Hoa, Thién Hoa,
Hién Khong... Lop ni dau tién gdm: Lé Tram Anh (Hué Chon), Lé
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Ngoc Trinh (Kim Vién), Vuong Thi Kién (Nhu Hué), Lé Thi Thanh
(Di€u Tam), Thai Thi Anh (Di¢u Kim), Thai Thi Nguyét (Di¢u Minh),
Vo Thi Lyu (Di€u Trude), Luu Thi Nhan (Di¢u Tanh), Truong Thi Ly
(Hué Hoa).... L6p Ni do Thich Minh Tinh dam nhiém (thoi gian sau
I6p Ni doi vé chiia Vinh Biru & Bén Tre).

Theo Tran Vin Giac, chuong trinh dao tao ting tai cua Hoi ludng
xuyén Phat hoc giai doan nay dugc xay dung dua theo chuong trinh
gido duc cua Hoi An Nam Phat hoc & Hué® (truéc do, Hoi Ludng
Xuyén Phat hoc da ctr hai hoi vién la Nguyén Van Tho va Nguyén Vin
Trong ra Hué hoc tap céch thirc t6 chirc va hoat dong cia Hoi An Nam
Phat hoc). B4i véi cap tiéu hoc, cac hoc ting s& trai qua 5 ndm véi cac
hoc phan twong Gng nhu: nim th nhat hoc Quéc ngir va hai budi
cong phu; nam tht hai hoc Su tich Phat Thich Ca, bén phép toan va
Phat hoc giao khoa thu; nam tht ba hoc Luat Sa di, V6 lugng tho
kinh, Pia Tang kinh thuy sam phap; nam tha tu hoc Sa di luat giai,
Thap luc quan kinh; nam th nam hoc Di Pa s& sao, Bao dan kinh.
Cép dai hoc cling gdm 5 nam: nam tht nhat hoc Kim Cang tryuc sg,
Tam kinh chu giai, Duy thirc phuong tién dam, Bat thirc quy ca tung
trang s&; nam tha hai hoc Lang Nghiém kinh, Vién Giac kinh, Nhan
minh luan; nam thr ba hoc Lang gia kinh, Khaoi kin luan, Pai thtra chi
quan luan; nam thir tw hoc Thanh duy thic luan, Phap Hoa kinh, Pham
Vong kinh; nim th nim hoc Pai bat Niét Ban kinh, Ta phan luat.
Péng thoi, nho sy giup d ciia cu si Ngb Trung Tin va Huynh Thai
Ctu, Phat hoc duong Ludng Xuyén cling dd mua dugc mdt b Dai
Tang Kinh v& trit tai truong dé 1am tai lidu hoc tap.

Budc sang nam 1936, Hoi Ludng Xuyén Phat hoc chinh thac cho
ra mat Ban Quan ly Phat hoc dudng gém: Hoa thugng Tir Phong lam
Pai dao su, Hoa thugng Lé Khanh Hoa va Vo Khanh An lam Dai
phap su, Hoa thuong Chanh Thién va Nguyén Biru Son 1am Giang su,
C6 van 1a Thich Phap An va L& Tam Quang, Kiém soat 1a L& Diéu
Phép va Thich Lidu Pan. Thinh thoang, Hoi c6 moi cac vi Mat Thé,
Nhu Y, Tri Thuyén, Nhat Lién tir Mién Trung vao day. Ciing trong
nim nay, dudi sy huéng dan cua Hoa thugng Khanh Hoa, Phat hoc
duong Ludng Xuyén di chon ra 2 ting sinh c6 thanh tich tu hoc tét
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nhat 12 Thich Thién Hoa va Thich Hién Khong ra Hué theo hoc tai
Phat hoc Vién Tay Thién. Sang nam 1937, Phat hoc duong Ludng
Xuyeén tiép tuc giri cAc hoc ting uu ti ciia truong ra Hué theo hoc nhur:
Thich Thién Hoa; Thich Huyén Quang; Thich Buru Ngoc; Thich Chi
Thién; Thich Chanh Quang; Thich Hién Thuy; Thich Hanh Tru; Thich
Quang Lién, Nguyén Téan Tai,....

Cung Vvéi viéc to chie truong 16p cho ting chung theo hoc, Hoa
thuong Khénh Hoa di truc tiép dung ra giang day cho céc ting ni sinh.
Trong quan diém nghién ctu va tu hoc ctia minh, Ngai ludn can dan cac
tang ni sinh rang: “Can phai dua trén cha nghia duy vat bién chimg dé
giai thich cho twong tan gdc ré cua moi van dé. Riéng ddi voi nhitng tin
d6 mai theo hoc thi can phai tham cau nhiing vi chan tu dé hoi cho ra
nhiing an vi huyén bi cua thé gidi quan, nhan sinh quan... Pa rd chd
phat nguyén rdi con phai hoi chd tu chimg cho tuong tan, gan hoi, tim
t0i cho tan ngudn gbc, vay méi hét nghi, hét nghi méi ngo, ngo roi tiy
theo can lyc cua minh ma tu tap”3. Pong thoi, da 14 mot ngudi hoc
Phat thi phai noi theo s& hanh nha Phat, 1am theo cong vu nha Phat,
chuyén tdm tu hanh, nhiéu ngay, nhiéu thang, nhiéu niam, 1am hoai, lam
hoai thi méi thay than cong két qua... Puoc nhu vy, thi ngudi ngudi
déu ham mo, ai ai cling hiép hoa, nao c6 lo chi nhan tim khéng thu
hudng, Phat gido chang trung hung®*.

T nam 1939, do sirc khoe co phan suy giam, Hoa thugng Khanh
Hoa da tam thoi lui vé chia Vinh Bau (Mo Cay, Bén Tre), dé tinh
dudng chuyén tu. Tai day, Ngai di cho md Ni truong Phat hoc dé
chuyén cht cho Ni gigi. Cung v6i viéc doi 16p ni sinh & Phat hoc
duong Ludng Xuyén vé day, Ni truong Vinh Biru di quy tu thém cac
ni su nhu: Nhu Hué, Tur Nguyén, Hai Hug, Phé Purc, Giac Nhin, Tinh
Dic, Diéu Minh, Diéu Bon, Diéu Phiic, Diéu Hanh...

DPén nam 1940, vi tudi cao, stc yéu nén Hoa thuong Khanh Hoa da
giao lai Ni truong nay cho su ba Nhu Hué, con Ngai trd vé chua
Tuyén Linh dé an dudng. Theo nhu dénh gia cua tac gia Nguyén Lang
trong Viét Nam Phdt gido sir ludn thi day 1a ngoi truong dau tién danh
riéng cho ni gidi tai Nam Bo.
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Sau nhiéu nim thang miét mai véi cong viéc chan hung Phat gido,
dao tao tang tai, nam 1947, Ngai an nhién vién tich tai chua Tuyén
Linh, huong tho 70 tudi doi va 40 tudi dao. Mot diéu dang cam dong
va tran trong hon 1a truge IGc tré vé voi cbi Phat, Ngai van khong
quén can dan cac dé tir caa minh la phai chuyén tam tu hoc, phai cham
lo dao tao tang tai. Trong ban di chac, Ngai viét: “Phat giao dang hoi
suy vi, nudc nha vao canh loan ly, ma t6i khong lam dugc viéc gi, nén
sau khi tich rdi, chi tam liém t6i v6i bd y hau vai thuong, khong nén
dung gim lya, dimg lam long vi son son thép vang, vi can phai tiét
kiém dé bd thi cho ngudi nghéo. Con ngdi chua tdi khai sang thi phai
giao cho thdy Ty kheo du tai dirc, giéi hanh tinh nghiém, tru tri ké
nghi€p. Bao nhiéu tai san cua chua, phai dem ra nudi chung ting tu
hoc, khong dugc danh 1am cua riéng. B¢ tor nao khong y theo 101 di
chuc, thi khéng phai 1a mon d6 cta Phat giao”®.

Két ludn

Nhu vay, trudc su khing hoang va suy yéu cia Phat gido Viét Nam
dau thé ky 20, cac tang ni, Phat tir véi nhitng phuong cach caa minh
da tich cuc chung vai, gop strc dé van dong chin hung, cai cach.
Trong d6, Hoa thugng Khanh Hoa chinh Ia mét trong nhitng ngudi
dau tién khai sang, hién thuc hoéa phong trao chan hung Phat gido Viét
Nam ciing nhu 14 linh hon chinh trong c&c hoat dong cai cach giao duc
Phat gido tai Nam B¢ thoi ky nay. Pa hon 80 nam tr6i qua, nhirng
thanh tyu ma Hoa thugng Khénh Hoa da tao dung duogc cho phong
trao chan hung Phat gido Viét Nam néi chung va hoat dong dao tao
tang tai noi riéng da dong gop rat 1on vao sy trudng thanh va 16n
manh cia nén gido duc Phat giao Viét Nam nhu hién nay. Ching toi
xin duoc vién dan 1oi phét biéu cia Hoa thuong Thich Quang Minh -
Hoi truong Hoi Phat hoc Nam Viét (1952 - 1955) dé 1am sang to hon
nira vai tro, vi tri caa Hoa thugng Khanh Hoa trong céng cudc dao tao
tang tai ciing nhu chan hung Phat gido tai Mién Nam ndi riéng va ca
nuéc ndi chung: “Hoa thugng (Khanh Hoa) 1a mot diém son ruc r&
trong quyén Lich str chin hung Phat hoc Nam Viét. Di tuong cua su
cu la mot sicc manh gitp Hoi ching ta ludt qua nhitng tré ngai gay go
dé hoan toan tén chi muc dich ctiia Hoi... Hoi ching t6i thd su cu Hoa
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thuong Tuyén Linh vi su cu la ngbi sao sdng cua Phat hoc, 1a mét buc
guong mau choi roi cho nhitng ngudi ho tri chanh phap, 13 nguoi tién
phong ding ra chan hung Phat gido Viét Nam trong khi moi nguoi rat
tho o 1anh dam vai Phat gido... Ngay nay, Hoi ching ta duoc thanh lap
va banh truéng dén dau 1a c6 da sé ngudi huéng tng, tham gia va
cang ngay cang dong dao ay chinh la nhd nhiing hat gidng cua su cu
da gieo tir trudc ma chlng ta chi 1a nguoi gat 1ay két qua ma thoi”38./.
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Abstract

CONTRIBUTIONS OF THE VENERABLE KHANH HOA TO
ESTABLISHMENT OF NEW BUDDHIST EDUCATION IN
VIETNAM

The Venerable Khanh Hoa, among the outstanding characters, had
many important contributions to the development of the Buddhist
education in Vietnam. He was the first founder of the new Buddhist
education in Vietham. He was not only a pioneer in the field of
training the monk, he was also an exemplary Buddhist who was
devoted to the Dharma. Despite many difficulties on the campaign to
revive Buddhism, he always believed in the permanence of the
Dharma to embellish the beauty of the Vietnam Buddhist painting. In
the context of this article, the author would like to analyze and to
present the process of building the new Buddhist education in
Vietnam of the Venerable Khanh Hoa. Thereby, this article would be
a useful addition to clarify his role and status in the process of
reviving Buddhism in Vietnam.

Keywords: Revive, South, Buddhism, Vietnam.



