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SUNG BAI VISHNU - MOT HIEN TUQNG TON GIAO PAC
BIET O CAMPUCHIA DUGI THOI VUA SURYAVARMAN II
(1113-1150)

Tém tit: Vishnu gido cé nguon goc tir An DG, von la mét nhdanh
cua Hindu gido ma theo do than Vishnu duwoc ton tho nhu vi
than chinh, la Vi than trung tam, ton tai tuyét doi, vuot lén ca
Brahma va Shiva. Tén gido ndy da phdt trién ¢ Péng Nam A
trong mét khodang thoi gian rdt dai, it nhdt la tiv nhitng thé ky
dau Céng nguyén dén tin thé ky 13-14. Trong lich sir
Campuchia, vi than Vishnu va Vishnu gido dwoc sing bdi va
phat trién nhat dudi thoi tri vi cua vua Suryavarman II (1113-
1150). Vi vua nay da cho xdy dung dén Angkor Vat va nhiéu
ngoi den khdc, dong thoi cho diic nhiéu pho twong dé tho than
Vishnu. Piéu dé cho thdy ddy la mét ong vua rdt sing bdi
Vishnu va la nguoi phuc hung Vishnu gido ¢ Campuchia.

Tir khéa: Than Vishnu, Vishnu gido, Suryavarman I,
Campuchia, Angkor Vat.

1. Vishnu gido - nguon gbc An P va sy anh hwéng dén Pong
Nam A

Vishnu gido vén 12 mot nhdnh, mot chi phéi cua Hindu gido, c6
ngudn gbc tir An 9. Hindu gido duge xem 1a tén gido 16n nhat, cb
xua nhét va ciing dic biét nhit cia An Do truyén thong, thu hiit s6
lugng tin d6 dong dao. Bang niém tin ton gido va tri tudng tuong
ménh liét cia minh, nhitng tin d6 Hindu gido d sdng tao ra nhiing
huyén thoai vé céc than linh, tao nén mot pha hé vé céc than vo clng
phong pht va chat ché. Tu mdt s6 vi than tugng trung cho cdc hi¢n
tugng tu nhién budi dau, dan dan da quy tu lai thanh ba vi than chu:

" Trudng Chinh tri tinh S6c Trang.
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Brahma - Vishnu - Shiva dai dién cho ba lyc luong phd bién trong vii
try (Sang tao - Bao tdn - Phd hoai), tugng trung cho ba maét vira dbi
lap vira hda dong trong chinh thé thong nhit va bién ching cua
nguyén ly sang tao vil try. Sau d6 vai trdo cia Brahma ngay cang mo
nhat di, trong khi vai trd ctia Vishnu va Shiva ngay cang dugc dé cao,
tao thanh nhiing phéi riéng biét: Shiva gido va Vishnu gido. Su khéac
nhau co ban gitra hai phdi nay la sy ton tho Shiva hay Vishnu 1a vi
than chinh yéu. Theo d6, Vishnu dugc nhitng nguoi theo Vishnu gido
ton thd nhu vi than chinh, 13 vi than trung tim, ton tai tuyét d6i. Ngoai
vi than chinh con ¢6 vo sé nhitng than linh khdc ma da sé déu c6 lién
quan dén Vishnu hodc thé hién cdc phuong dién khic nhau cua
Vishnu, nhu cic ngudi vo cia thﬁn, vat cu0i cua thﬁn, cac hoéa than
ctia than v&i nhitng hinh dang khic nhau, v.v.. Tat ca duoc dua vao
dién tho, dugc xay dén, didc tuong dé tho, duoc xdy dung mot hé
thdng gido 1y twong d6i chit ché ma tu tuong chu yéu ciia né duoc
todt ra tir nhimg bo sich thiéng cua ngudi An DO nhu céc tap Veda,
Upanishad, Purana, dac biét 1a hai bg sur thi ndi tiéng Ramayana va
Mahabharata. Tat ca nhitg yéu t& iy hop thanh mot dong ton gido
doc lap goi la Vishnu gido. Va nhiing nguoi sung bai Vishnu dugc goi
12 Visnuit dé phan biét véi nhimg ngudi Sivait ton tho Shiva.

Khong gidng véi nhitng vi than khac, Vishnu ludn hién than 12 mot
vi than c6 ban tinh nhén tlr, vi tha, d6 luong. Ngai lic nao ciing ding
ra bao v€ nhitng luat 1¢ t6t dep cua thé gian xtirng dang vai thién churc
ctia mot vi than Bao vé. Trai qua thoi gian, khi cdi dc ngay cang phat
trién trén thé gian, than bat dau xuat hién véi nhiéu bién tudng khic
nhau dé gidp d& moi nguoi, mang lai sy binh an cho thé gi6i cic than
va cho tran thé. Vi vay, than ludén dugc siing béi trong sy yéu thuong,
ton kinh va tan tdm. “Chinh tinh cich diu dang, 6n hoa cua than cong
v6i sitc manh du ching to rang Vishnu 1 vi than cao ca nhat. Véi tu
céch 12 vi than bao ton, Vishnu 1a ddi tuong cua su 4i m hon la sg
hai”!. Su sung bai Vishnu dAu tién chi xuit hién & mién Bic An P9 -
méanh dat ¢6 xua gin lién voi nhiing truyén thong cua nguoi Aryan,
ma ngay nay, ddy van la noi Vishnu gido c6 sy anh huéng rong rii
nhat. Tur déy sy ton stung Vishnu dan dan di chuyén xuéng phuong
Nam - noi sy ton kinh Shiva vin con dang chiém wu thé vi sy ra doi
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ctia n6 ¢6 mdi quan hé gan giii v6i nhitng tin ngudng dia phuong ciia
ngudi ban dia Dravida.

Ngay tir nhimg thé ky ddu Cong nguyén, thong qua hoat dong
thuwong mai va truyén gido, van héa va tén gidgo An D duge truyén ba
rong rdi dén Pong Nam A. Mic di ca hai phdi thd Shiva va Vishnu
ciing du nhap va song song ton tai trong doi séng ton gido ciia cu dan
& day, nhung ¢ ting noi va trong timg giai doan lich str nhat dinh, mdi
phdi s& chiém uu thé riéng. C6 noi thién vé phai thd Shiva nhung noi
khac lai ton tho Vishnu 1a pho bién. C6 khi ca Shiva gido va Vishnu
gido cling song song ton tai.

Cic bang chimg khao c¢d hoc cho thdy, rat nhiéu ngodi dén thap
dugce xay dyng dé tho than Vishnu va hang loat nhitng métip diéu
khic, trang tri kién trdc, nhitng chi dé cua nhitng mang phi diéu,
nhitng pho twong véi phong céch doc ddo dugc tim thdy phd bién &
cic nuéc Dong Nam A luc dia va véi mot mat d6 kha thuong xuyén,
déu dan. Mot sd lugng 16n cac tugng thin Vishnu dugc phat hién &
viing déng bang séng Ctru Long. Tai vuong qubc Champa c6 mic di
Vishnu khong dugc siing bai nhu Shiva va hiu nhu khong c¢6 tuong
tho nhung cdc biéu tuong lién quan dén vi than nay thi lai rat phd bién
tai cac di tich Champa; dac biét cac ky tich cua Vishnu trong sir thi
Ramayana duogc thé hién khé siu sic qua nhitng bttc cham khéc tai
thdanh dia My Son - Quang Nam. Hién nay, tai Bao tang Qudc gia
Phnom Pénh van dang trung bay rat nhidu twong Vishnu voi nhiéu
phong cich khic nhau ciing cic héa than cua vi than nay, hay trong
khu dén Angkor Vat hinh cua Vishnu dwoc khic khip noi. Hay, &
Chaiya - mot di chi khao c6 ndi tiéng cua tinh Suratthani thudc mién
Nam Thdi Lan, cdc nha nghién ctru con tim thay mot tuong Vishnu c6
nhat duoc biét dén & bong Nam A, vov. Thuc té d6 cho théy, Vishnu
gido da ting ton tai va phat trién & Péng Nam A trong mot khoang
thoi gian rat dai, it nhat 1a dén tan thé ky 13 - 14.

2. Ton tho Vishnu la than chi - mdt hién tweng ton gido dic
biét duéi triéu vua Suryavarman II

Suryavarman II (1113-1150) dugc xem la mot trong nhiing 6ng vua
vi dai nhét trong lich sit Campuchia. Ong dd dung vii trang dé tin
cong va ti€u di¢t vua Dharanindravarman I (1107-1113), em trai cta
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vua Jayavarman VI, dé “chiém lay vuong quyén, dong thoi hop nhit
lai vuong qudc” (bia Var Phu). Sau khi hop phép héa ngai vang bang
mot nghi 12 than bi do mdt vi té cao tudi 1a Divakarapandita tién hanh,
Suryavarman chinh thiic 1én ngéi vao ndm 1113. So v6i nhiing 6ng
vua khdc trong lich st Campuchia, Suryavarman duong nhu la 6ng
vua c6 tham vong 16n hon ca. Sau khi 1én ngéi, 6ng dd chi phi mot s6
ctia cai 16n cho cdc dén dai dé ky niém ding quang ma sd qua ting
ong ban phat cho cic dén dai da vuot xa qua ting cia cdc nha vua
trude ddy. Mot bia ky khong ro nién dai & dén Preah Vihear da ghi lai
mot cdch sinh dong: “Nha vua da to chiic cing 18 linh dinh va mang
cho céc vi tu si vong, quat, phét trAm, mii mién, dd trang suc, vong
nhin, cdc d0 dung trong nha, rudng dat, nd 18 va siic vat. Ngbi dén
Preah Vihear nhan dugc nhiéu d6 dac nhit. cdc d6 trang stc quy phu
kin mit ngoai ngdi dén thiéng lieng, con duong thiéng.... Ngbi dén
Vat Phu ciing nhan duoc rat nhiéu qua ting quy gid™>.

Duéi triéu dai Suryavarman II, nha nuéc quan chit Campuchia di
duogc cung cb va hoan thién hon céc giai doan trude. Khong con thiy
hién tugng céc tu si tham chinh, anh hudéng cua hg trong cung dinh
cling giam bét, mot s6 cdp quan lai duwoc dat thém. Quyén hanh tap
trung vao trong tay nha vua.

Khong nhitng 12 mot nha quan sy, Suryavarman II con c6 thé duoc
xem 12 mot nha cai cach ton gido. Cic vi vua Campuchia trudc 6ng
thuong ton thy Shiva nhu vi than chy, thdm chi ¢ thdi ky con xem
Shiva gido 1a qudc gido. Su phét trién cua ton gido niy gan nhu con
gan lién v6i su xuat hién va phat trién cta nghi 18 Devaraja (Than -
Vua). Devaraja von 1a san pham cta An Do gido tir thoi Gupta (thé ky
4 - 6), dugc biéu hién bang viéc than thdnh héa nha vua hay dong
nhdt vua vé6i than Shiva trong Hindu gido. Day 1a mot hinh thirc tén
gido nhudm mau sac chinh tri, 1a mot su két hop chit ché giita vuong
quyén véi than quyén dé tao ra mot cong cu thong tri day quyén luc,
hd trg tich cuc cho giai cap thong tri. Ciing voi sy anh huong ciia vin
minh An D6 & Pong Nam A thi t6n gido nay ciing khd pho bién &
nhitng qudc gia quin chu khic trong khu vyc, trong d6 dién hinh nhat
12 duéi vuong tridu cta nhimg 6ng vua Khmer. Toén gido nay chinh
thirc xuét hién & Campuchia dudi triéu vua J ayavarman II (nguoi md
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dau thoi dai Angkor). Khi 1én ngdi vao nam 802, lan diu tién trong
lich sir, 6ng da cho tién hanh nghi 18 Devaraja. Theo d6, dirc Vua
nhén tu tay vi Balamon chu 18 mot linh tuong Linga dé dua vao tho &
trong thap nam chinh giira hoang cung. Tir d6, linh tugng Linga nay
tugng trung cho vuong quyén con vua duge dong nhat voi than linh
va tro thanh ding toan ning. Thyc chit, “nghi 1 c6 tinh chat hinh thirc
va cau ky nay mot mat 1a dé than thanh héa ngdi vua, ciing nhu ban
than nha vua, mit khdc c6 1& 1a dé khflng dinh minh trong diéu kién
vua méi thong nhat lai dit nuéc va méi 1én ngéi”3 . Tiép tuc truyén
thdng nay, cic 6ng vua Khmer tir sau Jayavarman II déu cd ging duy
tri va phét huy nghi 18 Devaraja gan véi su ton thd Shiva dé cung cb
thém uy quyén ciia minh.

Tuy nhién, khéng gidng nhiing 6ng vua Khmer khac, vi thin ma
Suryavarman II siing bai 1a than Vishnu - vi than cta vuong quyén,
chinh chién va trimg phat’. Nam 1113, vua Suryavarman II da chinh
thirc 1én ngdi vua sau khi hop phép héa ngai vang bang mot nghi 1& than
bi do mot vi tu té cao tudi 1a Divakarapandita tién hanh. Ong da cai bién
nghi 1& Devaraja cho phit hop véi tinh hinh tén gido ctia dan toc.

Do rat sting bai Vishnu nén trong sudt thoi gian tri vi, Suryavarman
da 14y tuéc hiéu chinh thic 132 Paramavishnuloka nhu mot sy than
thanh héa, ty vi minh véi vi than Vishnu trong than thoai, cho théy
day 1a 6ng vua rat sing bai Vishnu va 12 ngudi phuc hung Vishnu gido
& Campuchia. Ong da cho xdy dung ngdi dén Angkor Vat nguy nga,
16ng 13y dé tho vi than nay va ciing 1a dé thd 6ng. Tuy nhién, giai doan
nay, Vishnu gido & Campuchia di dung nap va két hop voi mot s6 yéu
t6 ctia Shiva gido da ting phat trién ruc rd trude d6 dé tao ra nhiing
ngoi dén ndi tiéng khac, nhu Thommaman, Beng Melea, Chausey,
Bantay Samre, v.v..

Angkor Vat 1a loai hinh kién tric dén nidi duoc ra doi & Campuchia
gan vai sy xuat hién cua Devaraja tir dau thoi Angkor - thoi tri vi ciia
Jayavarman II. C4c vua Angkor tu coi minh 12 hién than cta than linh,
nén khi con séng mdi vi vua déu xdy cho minh mot ngdi dén va quan
niém rang sau khi chét s& héa thanh thin dé ngy trong ngdi dén dé.
Pén Angkor Vat 1a ngdi dén thd than Vishnu nhung thuc chét ciing 1a
dé tho qudc vuong Suryavarman II - ngudi ty phong minh 13 than
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Vishnu. Bia & Angkor Vat ghi rd rang vua Suryavarman II di ra 1énh
cho mot vi dai tudng c6 tén la Virendravarman chiu trdch nhiém xay
dung mot cong trinh tdn gido va phé chuin né nhu mot dao luét chinh
thirc. Bia ky nay dugc xem 1a mdt van ban chinh thuc cho su ra doi
ctia dén Angkor. Ngoi dién thd & giita thap chinh 13 noi dit tuong than
Vishnu dugc tac theo hinh ddng cta vua Suryavarman theo tin ngudng
Than-Vua. Vé sau, khi Phat gido phét trién, nguoi ta da doi tuong
Vishnu -Suryavarman II di noi khéc, thay vao d6 1a nhitng diéu khic
thé hién dirc Phat Thich Ca. Trén cc ddy hanh lang hay trong cdc gian
phong ciia ngdi dén Angkor Vat 13 nhiing tdc pham diéu khic vo ciing
tinh xao va dic sic. Hai hanh lang d4 cham phii diéu md ta nhiing
trich doan trong hai thién su thi Mahabharata va Ramayana cua An
Do, va nhimng sinh hoat cung dinh dudi vuong triéu Suryavarman II.
Gan 2.000 tuong phii diéu chim va ndi day nét goi cam ctia cdc thién
thin Apsara. Nhung nhin chung, “tit ca dé tai déu duoc rit ra tir cic
chuyén than thoai vé Than Vishnu™’ hay cdc chién tich cia Rama,
Krishna - héa than thr bdy va tht tdm ctia Vishnu, nhu: Vishnu nam
ngi trén minh rin Ananta, Laskmi dang 6m chén chong hay Vishnu
ngdi nhan 18 cta doan tién nit Apsara dé chic phiic cho cudc hén phdi
giita Vishnu va nir than sic dep Laskmi; than Krishna mang ngon nii
Maniparvata tré vé, vi thin cudi Garuada din diu doan quén chién
thing. Vi vdy, Angkor Vat ximg déng duoc xem 1a dinh cao ctia nghé
thuat diéu khiac c6 Khmer, 12 ky quan va dong thoi 1a mot trong nhiing
kién trdc tén gido 16n nhét trén thé giGi.

Pén Thommanon duoc xdy dyng gan nhu ciing thoi voi dén
Angkor Vat. Mic di con nhiéu ¥ kién khéc nhau vé thoi gian khoi
dung ctia ngdi dén nay, tuy nhién, dua vao nhiing dic diém diéu khic
clia né, c6 thé két luan rang né duoc xay dung dudi thoi Suryavarman
IT va gan nhu dugc xdy dung ciing lic v6i ngdi dén Angkor Vat va
Beng Mealea, hoac c6 thé dugc xdy dung tur cic triéu dai trudc va
hoan thanh duéi thoi vua Suryavarman II. Ngbi dén nam vé phia dong
cong Chién thing ctia dén Angkor Vat. Nhitng dong chit khic trén birc
tuong cua ngdi dén cho thay nién dai vao thé ky 12, dudi thoi tri vi
ctia vua Suryavarman II. Céc diéu khéc trong ngdi dén hau hét déu mo
ta nhitng than tich vé Vishnu va c6 cling phong cich véi dén Angkor
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Vat. Vi vdy, c6 thé khing dinh day 1a mot trong nhimng ngdi dén duoc
xdy dung dé tho than Vishnu - vi thin ma vua Suryavarman hét strc
sung kinh.

Pén Banteay Samre c¢6 nghia 1a “Thanh phd cia ngudi Samre”,
duogc xay vao khoang giita thé ky 12 dé thd than Vishnu. Ngudi Samre
theo twong truyén 12 mot toc ngudi “lai giita nguoi Nam Duong véi
ngudi Veddite (?), bi xua dudi trong cudc chiém déng ciia quan
Dravida va Aryan, di cu dén nidi Kulen. Hién thoi dan ching ¢ lang
Pradak tai ngd tu dua vao dén Banteay Srei 1a dong doi ciia gidng
nguoi Samre”. Ngbi dén nay gin véi mot truyén thuyét rat ly ky vé
“Ong Vua tréng dua ngot”, dwoc nguoi dan Campuchia truyén tung
dén ngay nay.

Vao ctra Pong 1a mdt con duong 16t da ong dai 200m, hai bén c6
tuong ran chin dau nhu dén Angkor Vat. Doc theo hai bén duong l1a
hai hd nudc voi céc bac tam cp gidng nhu Baray Pong va Baray Tay
ciia dén Angkor. Pén Banteay Samre gdm bdn ngdi thap: thdp Bic,
thap Nam, thdp Ty, thip Pong, déu xay theo kiéu hinh chit nhat bang
da ong va sa thach tuyét dep.

Nhitng hinh cham khic trén cdc lanh-td, cdc tAm mi tam gidc trong
dén Banteay Samre rat tuyét xao. Tai cong Nam cua ngdi dén, & mat
béc, 1a canh bay khi dang khuan d4 dip bd dé dé chuan bi cho cudc
tn cong dao Lanka. O tim mi cira bén canh c6 hinh than Vishnu dang
nam dau mot tén Chan. O mat Nam, hau vuong Hanuman dang khuén
dinh ndi Kailasa bi ran than Indrajit ddnh vé dem dén nho hoang tir
Rama va Lakshmana diing tién dugc han gan lai.

Trong ngdi cong phia Tay, mat TAy cham tran xdp 14 ca giita bay
khi va bon Chan, con trén mit dong 1a canh than Vishnu dang thu
phuc hai tén Chan; diéu khic trén lanh-t6 13 hinh d4nh mot todn than
dang cudi thu: Than Vishnu bdn tay cudi su tiu, Than chién tranh
Skanda c6 mudi tay va nhidu ddu chong 1én nhau cudi chim cong,
than chét Yama thi cudi trau.

O canh cong huéng Poéng, trén cidy may cira phia Nam 1 canh than
Krishna dang chién dau véi ran Kaliya; diéu khic trén lanh t6 1a canh
“Khuay bién sita” c¢6 than Vishnu chimg kién. O cira Bic 1a canh
Vishnu cudi chim than Garuda dang bay xudng dé chu tri “cudc phong
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than” sau khi cdc chu thin va quy di hoan thanh xong cong cudc Khudy
bién sita kéo dai hang nghin ndm dé chiét 1y than duoc trudng sinh;
bén canh d6 1a canh than Krishna dang ning ngon ndi Govardhana. O
mat Tdy 1a hinh anh Vishnu Trivikrama dang chinh phuc thé gidi bang
nhitng budc chan. Trong dién thd trung tim c6 4 cAdy miy ctra van con
nguyén ven, trén cdy may ¢ huéng Nam cham hinh than Vishnu nim
dau hai nguoi dé xudng, phia dudi la mit quy Kala.

O cong phia Béc, ¢6 canh mot doan tién nit Apsara nhay mda theo
tiéng dan tranh; than Shiva va vo 12 Uma cudi bd Nandi. Trong dién
thd & phia Bic c6 cham khic canh Vishnu Anantasy ké vé than thoai
Giéc ngu sang tao cua Vishnu: than Brahma nim trén hoa sen, cudn
hoa moc ra tir rén than Vishnu dang nam trén minh rén Shesa...

Vi nhitng chi tiét diéu khic phong phid va doc ddo nhu trén, dén
Banteay Samre dugc xem 1a mot trong nhitng ngdi dén tuyét dep cua
nghé thuat kién tric va diéu khic Campuchia. Pdng thoi, ndi dung cua
nhitng chi tiét diéu khic d6 cho thiy diy chinh 1a ngdi dén tho than
Vishnu.

C6 thé thay, “chua bao gio trong lich st Campuchia, vi than
Vishnu lai dugc ngudng md nhu thoi ciia vua Suryavarman e, Maic
du ton thd Vishnu, nhung khic véi cac giai doan trudc, hinh anh cta
vi than nay trong hinh thirc twong thd “dudng nhu khong tuong xtng
voi su ton thd d6”. Thay vao d6, nguoi ta thudng tac vi than nay va
cdc héa than trén khip cdc phu diéu ta canh chién tran tai céc ngdi dén
Angkor Vat, Banteay Samre hay Thommanon. D6 cling 1a hinh dnh
cua nha vua Suryavarman II - vi vua cua chién trén. Tuy nhién, mac
d khéng ky vi nhu kién tric va khong phong phii nhu loai hinh phi
diéu, nhung hinh twong Vishnu dudi hinh thirc tugng thd van chiém
s6 lugng dang ké va van mang day dii nhitng dic tinh tham my riéng
ctia n6, thé hién sinh dong dau 4n lich sir cua thoi dai, voi mot phong
cich tiéu biéu trong lich sir nghé thuat Campuchia - phong cich
Angkor Vat. Hau nhu khong c6 tu liéu dé cap dén mdi quan hé giita
nhitng tdc pham diéu khic trén véi vi vua Suryavarman II, nhung dya
vao nién dai ciia ching c6 thé xdc dinh dugc nhimng birc twong nay
duogc tao tic dudi thoi tri vi cia vi vua nay (nira dau thé ky 12). Tai
Bao tang Qudc gia Phnompenh ctia Campuchia hién nay con luu giit
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rt nhiéu nhiing tic pham diéu khic vé Vishnu va nhiing vi than lién
quan dén Vishnu nhu Laskmi vo ctia Vishnu hay chim Garuda vat
cudi ctia Vishnu. Trong d6 c6 rat nhiéu nhitng diéu khic c6 nién dai
trong khoang thoi gian tri vi cia vua Suryavarman II.

Nhin chung, nhitng pho twong Vishnu déu thé hién mot guong mit
ngéng cao ddy vé quyén uy ngao nghé, v6i than hinh vam v& cuong
trdng cing mil mién 1ong l1ay. N6 khong khéc gi hinh tuong vi hoang
dé Suryavarman II - vi vua cua chién tran, nguoi rit ton tho va tu
d6ng héa minh véi than Vishnu.

C6 thé thay, chua bao gid trong lich sir Campuchia, vi than Vishnu
lai duoc ngudng mo nhu trong thoi dai cia Suryavarman II. C6 nhiéu
nguyén nhan dan dén su phat trién cuc thinh cua Vishnu gido dudi
tridu dai nay. Tuy nhién, nguyén nhén chinh c6 18 déy la triéu dai tién
hanh nhiéu cudc chién tranh quy mo 16n, 12 thoi ky ma vuong qudc
Campuchia kiém sodt va cai tri dugc nhiéu viing dat ngoai lanh thd
cua minh nén da khoi phuc lai viéc ton tho Vishnu - mdt vi than cua
vuong quyén va chinh chién./.
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Abstract

THE CULT OF VISHNU - A SPECIALLY RELIGIOUS
PHENOMENON IN CAMBODIA DURING THE REIGN OF
SURYAVARMAN II (1113-1150)

Vishnuism is a branch of Hinduism in which Vishnu is worshiped
as the main deity, the supreme being, surpassing both Brahma and
Shiva. This religion has developed in Southeast Asia for a very long
time, at least from the first centuries BC to the 13th - 14th centuries.
In the history of Cambodia, Vishnu and Vishnuism were worshiped
especially during the reign of Suryavarman II (1113-1150). The king
built the Angkor Wat and many magnificent temples, and casted many
statues of divine virtues to worship Vishnu, all of which show that he
was a devotee to Vishnu and a Vishnu revivalist in Cambodia.

Keywords: Cambodia, Suryavarman II, Vishnu, Vishnuism.



