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CO SO HINH THANH VA PHAT TRIEN
CUA PAO CAO PAI TAI VIET NAM

Tém tit: Pao Cao Pai la tén gido ndi sinh, duoc hinh thanh ¢
Viét Nam vao dau thé ky 20. Tén gido nay ra doi gan lién véi
hoan canh kinh té, chinh tri, van hoa, xa hoi, tw twong dwong
thoi. Bai viét khdi qudt co sé hinh thanh va phat trién ciia dao
Cao Dai tai Viét Nam trén nam phuong dién: Béi canh chinh tri
xd hoi duong thoi; sy that bagi trong cdc cudc déu tranh giadi
phong dan toc cua nhdan dan Nam Bo; sw suy thodi cua cdc ton
gido, trao lwu tw twong dwong thoi va vai tro anh huong cua tw
twong “tam gido dong nguyén; sw hinh thanh phong trao co bt
tai Nam B¢, vai tro hoat dong cua nhitng nguoi sang ldp.

Tir khoa: Cao Pai, co so, hinh thanh, phat trién.

Dan nhip

Tir khoang ntra cudi thé ky 19, nhét 1a tir thap nién 90 cia thé ky 20
cho dén nay, cac hién tugng ton gido mai xuat hién ngay cang nhiéu,
nhu “ndm moc sau mua” & Viét Nam. Dac biét, tai Nam Bo, trong thoi
ky Phap thudc dén dau thé ky 20, nhiéu hién tuong t6n gido méi ra doi
trong phong trao dau tranh phan khang cua ting 16p néng dan vai thuc
dan Phap xam lugc va tridu dinh quan chi da phat trién thanh nhiing
ton giao ndi sinh, c6 sttc anh hudng sau rong & vung d4t Nam Bo. Pao
Cao Pai 1a mot trong nhing ton gido dugc hinh thanh va phat trién
trong bdi canh lich sir nhur vay.

Nghién ciru vé dao Cao Pai, ¢6 nha nghién ctru cho rang dao Cao
bai 1a mot cudc van dong xa hdi, vdi nhitng hoat dong chinh tri, kinh
té, xa hoi, hanh chinh'. Mot s nha nghién ciru khac cho rang dao Cao
Dai ra doi 1a sy hoi tu cia rat nhiéu yéu t6 vé dia ly, thién nhién; vé
van hoa va xi hoi cua ving dit Nam Ky2. That vdy, xét vé mat kinh
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té, chinh tri, dao Cao Pai mang it nhiéu tinh phan khang xa hoi duong
thoi. Xét v& mat van hoa, xa hoi, tinh “mé” va “dong”, khong chiu
rang budc boi cac huong udce, luat 1¢ trong két cdu lang, xi cua ving
dat Nam B6 ciing nhu sy cdi md, bao dung, san sang tiép thu cai méi
trong tdm 1y, tinh cach ctia ngudi dan khién cho dao Cao Dai d& dang
tham nhap va phat trién. V& mat tu tudong, do nam bat dugc tim Iy xa
héi ciia nguoi Nam B, dao Cao Pai da ra doi nhu mot phong trao ctru
thé dugm mau sic yéu nudc.

Chinh vi vdy, ngay tir budi dau sang lap, dao Cao Dai dd nhanh
chong thu hat dugc hang van nguoi dan Nam B¢ tham gia. Tinh dén
nam 1975, trong chua day nira thé ky ké tir khi xuat hién trén manh dat
Nam B6, dao Cao Pai di thu hat gan 3 triéu tin d0. Pén nay, dao Cao
Dai phat trién manh ca vé quy mé va sé lugng tin do, trd thanh mot
trong nhiing ton gido lon & Viét Nam. Theo Ban Tén gidao Chinh phu
Viét Nam, théng ké nam 2010 cta cac td chire Cao Pai, dao Cao Pai co
trén 1 van chirc sic, gﬁn 3 van chuc viéc, khoang 2.4 tri€u tin dd, voi
958 t6 chirc ho dao co s duge cong nhan ¢ 35/38 tinh, thanh phé cO tin
dd dao Cao Dai, thanh 1ap 65 Ban Pai dién, 1.290 co s¢ tho ty (hang
nam c6 khoang 4 ngan tin d6 méi gia nhap dao Cao Pai). Ngoai ra, co
khoang 30.000 tin d6 séng & Bic My (Hoa Ky va Canada), Chau Au va
Chau Uc. Theo trang thong tin va truyén gido Cao Dai hai ngoai, s tin
d6 Cao Dai trén toan thé giGi vao khoang 5 triéu nguoi’.

Ra doi trong hoan cénh thuc dan Phap thi hanh chinh sach khai
thac thudc dija lan tht hai, su ton tai cua dao Cao Dai khong thé khong
nhéc t6i hai yéu to quan trong, d6 1a: hoan canh kinh té, chinh tri, vin
hoa, xa hoi, tu twong dwong thoi va vai tro cua ngudi sang 1ap*. Chinh
xut phat tir sy bé tic va sy that bai trong cuéc diu tranh giai phong
dan tdc; su suy thoai cla cac ton gido, trao luu tu tuong duong thoi;
thém vao d6 1a sy hinh thanh phong trao co but dau thé ky 20 va vai
trd hoat dong cua nhimg ngudi sang lap da tao tién dé can thiét cho
dao Cao Dai ra doi moét cach thanh cong. Dudi day, ching t6i lan luot
trinh bay co so tién dé cho sy ra doi cua dao Cao Pai.

1. B6i canh chinh tri xi hoi Nam B§ dwong thoi

Sau Thé chién thir Nhat, Phap mic du 1a nudc thing trin nhung da
phai chiu ton that ning né trong chién tranh. Pé tra dugc nhitng mén
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no khong 16 ma Phap d vay tir nudc ngoai va khoéi phuc lai nén kinh
té, gianh lai vi tri siéu cuong qudc trong thé gidi tu ban chu nghia,
Phép ting cuong khai thac trén toan bo hé théng thudc dia & Pong
Duong. Trong d6, Viét Nam duoc coi la dia ban trong diém dé thuc
hién chinh sach nay. Trong ba mién Viét Nam, thuc dan Phap chon
Nam B¢ 1a noi ap dat bd may cai tri truc tiép.

Vé kinh té, so v6i cudc khai thac thudc dia 1an thir nhat, 1an nay
Phap tién hanh chinh sach khéc liét hon gap nhiéu lan. Véi s6 von 1on
dau tu cho khai thic noéng nghiép, Phap ra sic cudp doat rudng dat
ctia ngudi nong dan. Trén nhitng manh dét cudp doat duoc, Phap chi
yéu lap cac don dién trong lha va trong cac ciy cong nghiép, nhu che,
cao su, ca phé,...va hé luy tit yéu tir chinh sach nay cta Phép 1a co
dén 70% nong dan & Nam Bo khong c6 rudng dit trong cudc khai thac
thudc dia lan thire hai.

Cung véi viéc day manh chiém doat rudng dat, Phap con duy tri
chinh sach thué khoa vo cing ning né ddi véi ngudi nong dan. Hang
tram thir thué bit cong dwoc dit ra, khién cho doi séng cua ngudi
nong dan ngay cang tré nén cung cuc. Hai loai thué ma thuc dan Phap
ap dat & Viét Nam 13 thué tryc thu va thué gian thu. Thué truc thu la
thué than, thué rudng dat, thué phuong tién di lai, thué tai nguyén,thué
moén bai,... dugc thu véi mirc phi rat cao. Thué gian thu 1a cac loai
thué nhu thué rugu, thué mudi, thué thude phién,... va voi cac mait
hang nay nguoi dan budc phai mua voi gia cit co.

Bén canh thi doan thu thué thAm ddc va tan éc, Phap con duy tri
nhiéu hoat dong tai chinh dé tiép tuc vo vét nguoi dan nhu thiét lap hé
thong ngén hang dé cho vay ning lai; bat nguoi dan mua “cong trai”,
“qudc trai” dé ldy tién xay dung cac cong trinh cong cong phuc vu
quan sy;...

Chinh sach kinh té cua Phap mot mat da dem lai mén lgi nhuan
khong 16 cho ngan khé cua Phap, miat khac di ddy nguoi dan Nam B
vao tinh canh mat dat, mat tu liéu san xuat, trd thanh nhitng nguodi vo
san. Mot sd it tro thanh nhitng ngudi cong nhan lao dong trong céc
nha may, xi nghiép, ham mé va don dién cua Phap; s6 khéac try thanh
nhiing ta dién ban strc lao dong ré mat ngay trén chinh manh dat cia
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minh; con lai 14 nhitng ngudi that nghiép, sdng lang thang vat vuong.
Canh song doi kho, 1am than duong nhu bao trim 1én ngudi dan Nam
Bo nhu mét thi bénh dich khing khiép.

Vé chinh tri, chinh sach ctia Phap ddi vdi cac ting 10p xa hoi khac
nhau thé hién su phéan biét dang cp rd rang. Mic du van duy tri bo
méy gitp viéc ngudi Viét nhung trén thyc t& ngudi Viét chi 1a tay sai
cho chung, ho bi coi thudng mdt cach ré ram. Tuy rang so véi cong
nhén, nong dan nguoi Viét, gidi tri thic, cong chic nguodi Viét lam
viéc cho Phap co6 doi séng vét chat kha hon song vé dia vi chinh tri, ho
van bi d6i xir bat binh dang. Thu nhap ciia ho thap hon tir 30 dén 100
1an so v&i thu nhap ciia ngudi Phap. Do 1a chua ké, doi song va vi tri
ctia ngudi nong dan bi boc 16t nang né - luc lugng dong dao nhét trong
xa hoi thi con thap hon rat nhiéu.

Vé van héa, thuc dan Phap thyc hién chinh sach “ngu dan” dé dé bé
cai tri. Phap ban hanh quy ché gido duc, han ché mé truong hoc, bai
b6 day chit qudc ngit trong cac truong lang, chi tap trung day tai mot
s6 thanh phd 16n sam uét, nhu: Cho Lén, My Tho, Sai Gon,.... Thyc
hién ché do kiém duyét xuat ban git gao. Két qua 1a ngudi dan ngay
cang that hoc, bi ban cung hoa, doi kho. Tinh canh khén cung khién
ho cang dé sa ngd vao cac té nan xa hdi nhu ruou ché, cd bac,... va ty
bién minh thanh con no 16n cta dia chi, thuc dan.

Co thé th?iy, tinh trang ban cung hoa vé kinh té; dia vi chinh tri thép
kém; bién d6i vé vin hoa 1a nhitng nguyén nhéan cho sy ra doi ciia mot
t6n gidao co tac dung nhu “liéu thude tinh than” 1am xoa diu ndi dau va
canh séng khén kho cho ngudi dan tai Nam Bo.

2. Su thét bai trong cac cudc diu tranh giai phong dan toc cia
nhin dan Nam B§ tir cudi thé ky 19 dén dau thé ky 20

Trudce tinh hinh méu thuén giita cac giai cép trong xa hoi Viét Nam
v6i thye dan Phap ngdy cang gay gat, nhan dan Nam B¢ khong lui
bude, quyét tam dimg 1én chong Phép.

Cubi thé ky 19 dau thé ky 20, cic cudc khoi nghia vii trang chong
Phap ctia nhan dan Nam B dién ra hét strc s6i ndi, quyét liét, da tao
ra strc ép va sy uy hiép nhét dinh ddi voi thuc dan Phéap. Tiéu biéu nhu
phong trao dau tranh n6i ddy cua cac hoi kin (Nghia Hoa hoi, Ai Québc
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héi, Thién Pia hoi, Phuc Hung hdi,...) an dudi cac hoi tuong té, hoi
g6p von kinh doanh dé van dong quan ching nhan dan, tap hop nghia
quan chdng Phap.

Budc vao dau thé ky 20, dudi anh huong cta phong trao Duy Tan
dién ra manh mé& & Béc Bo va Trung B9, cac cudc d4u tranh kinh té,
chinh trj theo khuynh huéng tu san do giai cdp tu san, tiéu tu san truc
tiép dtmg ra khéi xudng va lanh dao phat trién kha ram ro tai Nam Bo.
Giai cdp tu san, tiéu tu san Viét Nam lic by gio 1a san phdm truc tiép
cua chinh sach boc 10t cua Phap, da s6 ho déu bi thé luc tu ban Phap
chén ép do d6 ho co tinh than yéu nudc chdng Phap. Trong dau tranh
kinh té, tu san Nam B da phat dong phong trao chin hung hang noi,
bai trir hang ngoai (nim 1919); phong trao chong ddc quyén xuat nhap
khiu gao (nim 1923); phong trio chdng doc quyén nudc mim (nim
1920 - nam 1926);.... Khong chi trén linh vuc kinh té, cac hoat dong
dau tranh chinh tri ciing n6 ra lién tiép. Giai cap tu san Nam B¢ da lién
minh véi dia chi, tiéu tu san thanh 14p nén cac dang phai chinh tri nhu
Pang Lap Hién (ndim 1923), Pang Thanh Nién (nim 1926), Pang
Thanh nién Cao Vong (ndm 1926),.... Sau khi thanh 1ap cac DPang phai
noi trén, giai cap tu san, tiéu tu san Nam Bo da to chirc cac cude dau
tranh mang tinh chét nghi truong nham tranh ctt vao hoi déng thudc dia,
hoi dong thanh phd va doi Phap ban hanh mot s6 cai cach vé quyén loi
kinh té, quyén tw do dan chu. Bén canh d6 1a cac cude dau tranh mang
ndi dung dan toc, dan chi, thu hit dong dao quén chung nhan dan tham
gia nhu phong trao doi tha cac chién sy ciach mang Phan Boi Chau,
Nguyén An Ninh; phong trio dam tang Phan Chau Trinh,....

Tuy nhién, tit ca cac hinh thirc dau tranh trén cudi ciing déu that bai
va bi chim trong bé mau. Nguyén nhan cha yéu 1a do han ché cua lich
str, nhét 13 han ché vé luc luong 1anh dao va duong 16i 1anh dao dé diu
dit giai cp vo san dimg 1én dau tranh tyr giai phong minh va giai phong
cac t?mg 16p khac trong xa hoi. Sy bét luc, bé tic trong cudc déu tranh
chdng thuc dan Phép cang thiic day s6 dong ngudi dan tim dén t6n gido
nhu tim dén sy v vé, an i cho hién thuc x3 hdi tim tbi cling nhu la tim
dén mot phuong thirc dé biéu hién su phan khang di v6i xa hoi duong
thoi. Trong sb cac ton gido liic bay gio, dao Cao Dai 14 ton gido thé hién
duoc tam 1y, hoai bdo ciia ngudi dan Nam B¢ khi séng trong dat nudc
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bi n6 dich - d6 1a khat vong duoc doc 1ap, tu do. Poc Thanh ngoén va
cac bai truyén dao luon toat 1én mong udc dan chi, tu do. Hon thé nita,
day lai la ton gido “mang tinh thuc hanh, luén trén cai doi thuong véi
cai siéu nhién, dé tim ra con duong giai thoat (rc ché cua cudc soéng
thuong ngay™. C6 1& ciing chinh vi nhiing Iy do d6 ma ngay tir budi
dau, dao Cao Pai da sdm duogc nguoi dan Nam B hudng ting.

3. Su suy thoadi ciia cic ton gido, trao luu tw twéng dwong thoi va
anh huwéng ciia tw twong “tam gizo dong nguyén” & Viét Nam

Dau thé ky 20 tai Nam B9, hau hét cac ton giao va trao luu tu
tuong duong thoi déu roi vao khing hoang, suy thoai. Khi dao Cao
Pai chua ra doi, da s6 nguoi dan theo Phat giao, Khong gido va mot
s6 it ngudi theo Cong gido. Tuy nhién, bude vao giai doan doi sdng xa
hoi ¢6 nhiéu bién chuyén, nhat 1a sau khi Phap tién hanh dot khai thac
thudc dia 1an thir hai, cac ton gido nay t6 ra mat dan uy tin va strc anh
huong vi cham thich nghi voi sy phat trién cua xa hoi ciing nhu hoan
canh sdng cuia ngudi dén.

Phat gido Nam truyén v&i phuong cham giai thoat “tu do, ty tha”
va cach thuc tu hanh han hep, chi giai thoat cho nhitng nguoi tu hanh
nén khé hoa nhap vai phong tuc tap quén, 16i song ciia ngudi dan Nam
B4. Phat gido Bic tmyén v6i tinh than nhép thé, gén bo voi dan toc
nén da thu hat duoc nhiéu nguoi dan tin theo, song dén thé ky 15, Phat
gi4o Béc truyén bét dau suy vi do tridu dinh nha Lé chon Khdng gido
1am chd dua tinh than cho viéc cai tri. Hon thé nita, nhiéu loai hinh
ton gido lay can gbc tir Phat gido Bic truyén nay sinh thanh nhiéu gido
phai méi véi sy xAm nhap cac yéu té mé tin di doan cua Pao gido, giy
mat 6n dinh an ninh trat ty x3 hoi, khién cho chinh quyén duong thoi
phai ban hanh 1énh cdm gét gao v&i cac loai hinh tén gido c6 ngudn
gdc tir Phat giao nay.

Khong gido, xét vé ban chat, khong phai 1a mot ton gido theo ding
nghia cua n6 ma la mdt hoc thuyét chinh tri xa hdi, phu hgp véi ché
d6 quan chu chuyén ché nong nghiép. Trude lan song x4m lwge manh
m¢é cua thuc dan Phap voi sy du nhap cta van minh Phuong Tay va
nén kinh té thi trudng, Khong gido t6 ra lac hau, 16i thoi, khong con
phit hop v&i nén kinh té, vin héa, xa hoi di hoan toan bi Au hoa cia
nguoi dan Nam BJ.
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Cong giao 1a t6n giao ngoai nhap c6 ngudn gde tir Chau Au, do do,
trong con mat ctia ngudi dan Nam B ndi riéng day 1a ton gido mang
mau sic chinh tri, ga"m lién véi cude xam luge cua thuc dan Phap va
canh nudc nha bi d ho, nhan dan d6i kho, 1am than. Mat khac, khi
mdi du nhdp vao Vi¢t Nam, Cong gido c6 xu hudng phu nhan céc gia
tri van hoa truyén théng cta dan toc Viét Nam. Do do, thai do cua
ngudi dan Nam B 1a kho tiép nhan, nghi ngd, tham chi 1 khinh ghét
dbi voi ton gido nay.

Chinh trong diéu kién cac t6n gido va trao luu tu tuong dwong thoi
sa sht, mat uy tin, da tao ra khoang tréng vé mit van hoa tam linh dé
dao Cao Pai ra doi va phat trién.

Mot nhan t6 quan trong nira tham gia tryc tiép vao viéc hinh thanh
dao Cao Dai 1a tu tuong “tam gido dong nguyén” von c6 truyén thong
lau doi & nude ta. Tam gido - Phat gido, Pao gido, Khong giao déu 1a
nhitng ton gido truyén vao Viét Nam tir kha sém. Tuy rang mdi ton
gido déu cé giao 1y, hoc thuyét riéng - Phat gido dé cao tinh than “vo
ngd, vi tha”, “tr bi, hy xa”, “ctu khé, ctru nan” va hudng téi “su giai
thoat”; Pao gido chu truong v6 vi (v cau, v tranh, vo doat, v chép);
Khéng giao dé cao duc tri (van tri - 18 tri - duc tri) - nhung ca ba ton
gido déu dé ra nhimng tu tuong 16n va chi phdi nhidu mat dén doi séng
cia cac nudc Phuong Pong, trong d6 c¢6 Viét Nam. Su hdon dung cua
ba loai hinh ton gido nay duogc biéu hién trong nhiéu khia canh nhu
doi séng van hoa xa hoi, doi sdng sinh hoat ton gido ctia nhan dan
Viét Nam.

Trong doi séng van hoa x3 hoi, cac triéu dai quén chu Viét Nam
qua céc thoi ky lich st nhu nha Ly, nha Tran, nha Hau Lé déu dd mo
nhirng khoa thi Tam gido dé tuyén chon nhén tai cho dat nuéc. Nhiéu
bac hién tai 1a cac vi cao tang, dai si, tri thirc Nho hoc nhu: Phap su
D Phap Thuén (915-990), Dai sw Ngo Chan Luu (933-1019), Thién
su Vién Chiéu (999-1090),... di duoc céc triéu dai triéu vao giup
vua trong cong viéc ddi ndi, d6i ngoai cua triéu dinh. Khong chi &
chdn cung dinh xa hoa, trang 1¢, noi lang qué thon da ciing thudong
bat gap hinh anh nhiing vi dao si, nho si, nha su cung nhau dam dao
vé viéc dao, viéc doi. Tiép do, Tam gido con di vao trong van hoc, c6
sttc anh huong kha dam nét ddi vai truyén thuyét, ca dao, co tich,
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dan ca Viét Nam, tiéu biéu nhu tuyén tap tho Pudng luat “Lam
Tuyén Ky Ngo”, truyén thuyét Ba Chtia Ba Chuia Huong, ...

Trong doi séng sinh hoat t6n gido xua va nay, sy dung hop Tam
gido ciing dugc bicu hién kha rd nét. Tir xa xua, trong tdm thic cua
ngudi dan Viét da hinh thanh nhitng ddi twong thd cung hét sirc phong
pht nhu than, thanh, tién, phat. Gan v6i nhitg ddi twong thd cing d6
la khong gian thiéng trong cac ngdi lang cua ngudi Viét nhu chua,
dinh, dén, miéu. TAt ca gop phﬁn tao nén mot “cum van hoa tin
ngudng lién hoan”¢, dugc duy tri va bao ton cho dén tan ngay nay.
Hién nay, trén thuc té, ching ta théy ré'mg hién tugng dan xen Tam
gido trong cac ngdi chua Phat gido da tro thanh mot hién tuong phd
bién: ngoai cic ban thd Phat con c¢é cac ban thd Than, thd Thanh. Hay
trong sinh hoat tin ngudng & cac dinh, dén, miéu hién van con duy tri
rat nhiu nghi thirc cting béi ciia Phat gido.

C6 thé noi, tu twong “Tam gido dong nguyén” da ton tai lau doi va
rong rii trong cong ddng ngudi Viét nhu mot biéu hién cia sy dan
xen, két hop trong van hoa ton gido ngudi Viét. Va ddy chinh 14 co s¢
hét sirc quan trong cho sy hinh thanh nhimg t6n giao méi nhu dao Cao
Dai boi ban chét cta cac hién tuong ton gido moéi la su lip ghép, pha
tron gido 1y ciia cac ton gido truyén théng cho phu hop véi tim 1y, tinh
cam, 161 séng, phong tuc tdp quan ctia ngudi dan. Va trén thuc té, khi
dao Cao Dai dugc thanh 1ap, nd 1a sy dung hop cua cac ton giao 16n,
trong d6 chu yéu la Tam giao - Phat, Pao, Khéng. bé 1a “su tiép nbi,
nhung md rong truyén thong cia ton giao Viét Nam tir trude dén nay:
chép nhan trén dién than cua ton giao cac than thanh thudc cac ton
gido khac nhau™’, 1a “sy hoa tron cac yéu t6 can thiét ciia cac ton giao
da duc nén mot ton gido™® dé thich Gmg véi nhu ciu tam 1y, tu tudng
ctia nguoi dan Nam B9 luc biy gio.

4. Sy hinh thanh phong trio co but sbi ndi tai Nam By diu thé
ky 20

Lich sir ra doi ctia dao Cao Pai gin lién véi sy phd bién ciia phong
trao co but tai Nam Bo dau thé ky 20. Co but dugce coi la nén tang can
ban cho moi yéu td ¢6 lién quan dén qua trinh hinh thanh va phat trién
ctia dao Cao Dai, tir thu nhan tin do, phong chirc sdc, ban hanh luat
dao, cac nghi thirc cling t& cho dén kinh dién, pham phuc va cach thiét
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ké céc co so thd ty®. Hai hinh thirc co but c¢6 anh huong 16n dén su ra
doi ctia dao Cao Pai 1a Thuét Chiéu hdn theo thuyét Thén Linh hoc c6
ngudn gdc tir Phwong Ty va sinh hoat cau co ctia phai Ngii Chi Minh
Pao dugc tham nhap tir Trung Quéc.

Thuat Chiéu hon (hay con goi 1a thuat goi hon ngudi chét quay vé)
dugc khoi 1én s6i ndi va ram 16 & cac nudc Phuong Ty, nhu My,
Anh, Phap, Puc,... voi quan niém r@ing con nguoi khi thé xac chét di,
khong phai 12 mat hét, ma con c6 linh hon ton tai va ¢ sy thong cong
giita con nguoi dang séng noi thé gii hiru hinh voi cac dang Thén,
Thanh, Tién, Phat trong thé gii vo hinh. Hinh thirc dé con nguoi tiép
xtic duoc véi thé gidi si€u hinh cua Thuat Chiéu hon duge thuc hién
bang viéc “xdy ban”. Mot nhém ngudi s& ngdi trong mot phong i,
quiy xung quanh mot chiéc ban, nim tay nhau, tip trung suy nghi va
dua ra cau hoi cho cac linh hdn. Khi d6, sirc manh siéu nhién s& nang
hodc nghiéng chiéc ban dé tao ra nhiing tiéng gb nhe. Cubi thé ky 19,
dau thé ky 20, Thuat Chiéu hon dugc truyén ba rong rdi ¢ cac nudc
Au - My voi hé théng giao thuyét va nghi 18 hét sirc huyén bi, thu hut
su quan tAm cua tin d0. Ho thuong xuyén to chirc cac hoi nghi qudc té
dé nang tam anh hudng va uy tin véi cac ton gido va gido phai khac
trén thé gioi.

Thuat Chiéu hon dugc du nhap viao Nam BO qua nguoi Phap va
nhitng ngudi Viét du hoc & Phap. Do c6 nhiéu diém twong dong véi
tuc cau hon, cau tién trong tin ngudng dan gian ctia ngudi Viét nén
Thuat Chiéu hon da dé dang dugc nguoi dan Nam B9, nhét 1a tang 16p
tri thirc, tu san, tiéu tu san dén nhan.

Cung véi Thuat Chiéu hdn, sinh hoat cau co ctia Ngii Chi Minh
Pao (gém Minh Su, Minh Ly, Minh Pudng, Minh Thién, Minh Tan)
c6 chung géc v6i Minh su dao - mot nhanh thudéc moén phai Phat
dudng cta Phat giao Thién Tong Trung Qudc ciing dwoc ngudi dan
Nam B6 nhiét tinh huéng tng. Tuy rang cach thic tién hanh cac nghi
18 ¢ khac so véi Thuat Chiéu hon cua Phuong T4y song sinh hoat cau
co ciing xuat phat tir quan niém cho rang con ngudi c6 hai phan: linh
hon va thé xac va khi con nguoi chét di thi linh hon van con ton tai.
Hinh thirc sinh hoat ciu co cua phai Ngii Chi Minh Pao dugc tién
hanh théng qua viéc 1ap mot dan co gdm co6 mot “phap dan” (nguoi
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chu té), hai “ddng tir” dé pho co, hai “dién ky” dé ghi co. Ngoai ra con
c6 “tir buu” (doc co, thic co, mung co, dua co), “hg dan”, “chung
dan”. Khi dan co dugc mao, cac déng tor 6m “Ngoc co” - dugc lam
bang mdt qua bau rdng rudt hodc chiéc gio tre, miéng rong 36 cm, gan
v6i can co dai 72 cm c6 cham long phugng, dau cin co gin cdy but tre
dai 12 cm - lac lu v& 1én mit ban nhiing con chit duoc coi la 161 nhén
nhil ciia ddng Thiéng Liéng, hay 16i nhan nhu cta linh hon nhiing
ngudi di khuat!©.

Nhu vay, “xdy ban” trong Thuat Chiéu hon ctia Phuong Tay khi
tham nhap vao Nam Bo da két hop véi “ciu co” cta phai Ngii Chi
Minh Pao gbc tir Trung Qudc lam day 1én trao luu “cau co, chap but”,
goi tat 1a “co bat” tai Nam B vao dau thé ky 20, nhét 1a tai cac khu
d6 thi 16n nhu Sai Gon, Chg Lén, Can Tho, My Tho,.... Pay 1a yéu tb
nén tang truc tiép dan toi sy ra doi ctia dao Cao Dai.

5. Vai tro hoat dong ciia nhirng nguoi sang lap

Khi nhic t&i sy ra doi ciia mot ton gido khong thé khong nhic t6i
vai tro quyét dinh ctia nhitng nguoi sang 1ap. Trong cac nhom dan co
phat trién s6i ndi tai Nam B vao dau thé ky 20, c6 hai nhom chinh
g6p phan hinh thanh dao Cao Dai. Nhom thtr nhit 1a nhém co but do
Ngo Vin Chiéu va Vuong Quan Ky ding dau, sach sir Cao Dai goi la
nhom Co but Chi€u - Ky. Nhom tht hai 1a nhom xay ban ciia Cao
Quynh Cu va Pham Céng Téc, sach sir Cao Pai goi 1a nhom X4y ban
Cao - Pham.

Nhom Co but Chiéu - Ky ra doi v6i vai tro sang 1ap hang dau cia
tri phi Ngdé Van Chiéu. Dén nay, trong cic sach viét vé lich sir dao
Cao Dai déu thdng nhét ghi nhan ong 14 nguoi co cong dau trong viée
sang lap nén dao Cao Dai. Ong 1a ngudi Tay hoc, lam cong chirc trong
chinh quyén thyc dan Phap. Mic du cé dia vi xd hoi nhung ong song
gian di, thanh liém, khong y quyén thé dé boc 16t dan chung. Ong chiu
nhiéu anh huéng ciia Minh Su dao, thudng xuyén st dung hinh thirc
co bt dé giao tiép v4i gidi than tién. Tir ndm 1921 dén nam 1924, ong
da nd lyc thong qua co bat d& phd bién nhitng phat hién cua minh vé
dang Cao Dai va truyén ba tdi cac nhom ban hiru lam cong chirc tai
Sai Gon, hinh thanh nén nhitng nhom tu tap nho, dat nén tang dau tién
cho su phat trién tin dd cia dao Cao Pai. Tham gia hoat dong co bt
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tich cuc véi 6ng con ¢ tri phit Vuong Quan Ky va mot sé ban hitu
khac, nhu: Nguyén Vin Hoai, Poan Vin Ban, Nguyén Hiru Pic,....
Nhom Co but Chiéu - Ky tap trung tuyén truyén vé Cao Pai Tién Ong
va viéc tho ciing Thién Nhan. Hinh thuc thd cing ma nhom nay thuc
hién 1a hinh thtiic “Ngoc co” ctia Ngii Chi Minh Pao nén da nhanh
chong thu hut dugc cac tin dd 1a cong chirc, tri thic, tu san, tiéu tu san
& ving Sai Gon timg theo Ngii Chi Minh Pao. Dén cudi naim 1924 va
dau nam 1925, s6 nguoi theo va tham gia cac budi cau co clia nhom
nay 1€n toi vai ba tram nguoi.

Ra doi cung thoi ky véi nhém Co But Chiéu - Ky 1a nhom Xay ban
Cao - Pham. Nhom nay do céc cong chirc gbc Tay Ninh lam viéc cho
chinh quyén thuc dan Phap & Sai Gon thanh 1ap, trong d6 nhiing ngudi
dong vai tro cha yéu 1a Cao Quynh Cu, Pham Cong Tic. Hai 6ng déu
la nhitng cong chuc tt, thang tién nhanh va dic biét déu chiu anh
hudng ciia Thuat Chiéu hon. Hai 6ng thuong xuyén to chirc cac budi
xdy ban cau co dé tiép xtc véi thé gidi siéu hinh. Vao khoang thang 7
nam 1925, hai 6ng cho rang da gap dugc vi Thuong dé qua danh hiéu
A A A (sau nay dugc 1y giai 1a Cao Pai Tién Ong). Ké tir ddy, nhom
da tich cyc t6 chiic cdu co nhung khong theo hinh thirc Xay ban cia
Thuét Chiéu hdn ma theo hinh thtrc Ngoc co cia Ngii Chi Minh Dao.
Nhém ciing bat dau xdy duyng gido 1y riéng va phat trién thém sb
luong ngudi tham gia vao nhém. Tuy nhién, trong cac budi cau co, ndi
dung hoat dong ctia nhom ciing con nhiéu han ché do tap trung nhiéu
dén xudng hoa thi phtt ma it ban dén thién co, quéc su.

Vi hoat dong tich cuc cia hai nhom trén, phong trao Co But ¢o
nhiéu budc tién trién quan trong nhung theo hinh thirc don 1¢, thiéu
tap trung, théng nhat. Va sy tham gia ctia ong Lé Vin Trung - mot nha
hoat dong chinh tri xa hoi ndi tiéng & Nam B9, da timg giit chirc Nghi
vién Hoi déng Quaén hat Nam Ky - 1a mét nhan t6 dic biét quan trong
gitip cho phong trao Co but hoi tu diy du cac diéu kién dé phat trién
thanh mot ton gido 16n, d6 la dao Cao Dai.

Ong Lé Van Trung sinh nim 1875, xuit than trong mot gia dinh
tiéu nong & Cho Lon. Ngay tir thoi nién thiéu, 6ng da rat thong minh,
chuyén can. Sau khi t5t nghiép thanh chung thoi Phap thudc, 6ng lam
thu ky cua Dinh Thong déc. Nhung sau 9 nim lam thu ky, do cam
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thdy cong viéc va luong bong khong phu hop nén ong di kién quyét
Xin tir chirc dé tham gia dau thau céc cong trinh xay dung 16n ¢ Sai
Gon. Véi nhiéu thanh cong 16n trén thuong truong, ong di dugc gidi
cam quyén biét dén va cho giir cdc chirc vu quan trong trong Hoi ddng
quan hat, Nghi vién Pong Duong, Hoi dong tu van. Pang trén dinh
cao cta danh vong thi dén giita nim 1925, do qua tham vong hao
nhoang, dam mé c¢ bac, thude phién va nir sac, cude doi ong Lé Van
Trung roi vao suy sup. Cong danh mat, tién cua khong con, thém vao
d6 1a bénh tat va nghién thudc phién. Trong con cung quin, ong da
tim dén nhom X4y ban Cao - Pham va quyét dinh tham gia nhom nay.
Sy tham gia ctia 6ng Lé Vin Trung vao nhém da danh mot dau méc
quan trong cho uy tin va anh huong ctia nhom ciing nhu 1a nhan t6
quyét dinh sy hop nhit ctia nhém nay véi nhom Co but Chiéu - Ky
vao thang 1 nam 1926.

Sau khi hop nhat, dudi sy dan dat ciia ong Ngé Van Chiéu, Pham
Cong Téc, Lé Vin Trung, hoat dong co but dién ra soi ndi, véi ndi
dung thiét thuc, hudng vao viéc dao, it han cac ndi dung ban vé vin
chuong, tho phi. Céc bai co chit yéu giang day vé gido thuyét Tam ky
phé d6, Tam gido quy nguyén, Ngii chi hop nhét; tuyén truyén vé Cao
Pai Tién Ong, vé Thién Nhan, vé nghi 18 tho cing va cach thic tu
tinh,... nhim hudng toi viée xuc tién thanh lap mot ton gido moi. Vé
mit to chirc, tuy rang chua c¢6 co ciu rd rang, nhung thong qua Co but
da lua chon duoc muoi hai dé tir dau tién co uy tin trong cac nhom
dan co dung ra c6 trach nhi€m trong viéc thanh lap dao Cao bai.
Trong do, 6ng Ngbé Van Chiéu la anh cd, muoi mot dé tir con lai la:
Vuong Quan Ky, Lé Vin Trung, Nguyén Vin Hoai, Doan Vin Ban,
Cao Hoai Sang, Ly Trong Quy, Lé Vian Giang, Nguyén Trung Hau,
Truong Hiru Pic, Pham Cong Tac, Cao Quynh Cu. Ké tir ddy, nén
tang giao 1y va co ciu to chirc ciia dao Cao Dai dugc hoan chinh dan.
Céac d¢ tu tich cuc dua trén uy tin ca nhan trién khai cac chuong trinh
phé do ¢ Sai Gon, Chg Lon dé thu nap thém tin d6. S6 luong tin d6
nhanh chong phat trién 1én t6i hang trim nguoi, rdi t6i hang ngan
ngudi. Trong nim 1926, cac dan co phd do da thu hat thém nhiéu
cong chirc, nghiép chu, dién chii co danh tiéng va nhiéu chuc sic co
uy tin trong Ngii Chi Minh Dao tham gia, nhu: Tri phu Nguyén Ngoc
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Tuong (1881-1939), Péc phu st Lé Ba Trang (1878-1936), nghiép
chi Nguyén Ngoc Tho (1873-1950), dién cha Lam Thi Thanh (1874-
1937), Thai Lao su chi Minh Su Tran Pao Quang (1870-1946),....

Vi su hoan thién dan vé gido 1y, nghi thirc thd clng; su thdng nhat
vé t6 chirc, nhan sy lanh dao va su gia tang lyc luong tin dd (thoi diém
nam 1926 la khoang hon mdt chuc ngan nguoi, trong dé c6 hon hai
tram nguoi la cong chirc, tri thic, tu séan, tiéu tu san, dia chu), nhiing
nguoi lanh dao Cao Pai quyét dinh da dén lic can phai cong khai hoa
hoat dong cua dao Cao Dai bﬁng viéc t6 chure 18 khai dao dién ra vao
ngdy 29 thang 9 nam 1926. Ong Lé Vin Trung 1a ngudi dugc giao
soan thao vin ban giri chinh quyén Phap xin khai dao. Vin ban vira
mang tinh chat mot ban thong cdo voi chinh quyén Phap vé viéc ra doi
cua dao Cao Pai lai vira mang tinh chat mot Ban Khai tich dao ma sau
nay tin d6 Cao Pai goi 1a Tuyén ngén cua dao Cao Dai.

Két luan

Su ra doi va phat trién ciia dao Cao Dai tai Viét Nam vao nhitng
nam dau cua thé ky 20 1a tong hop cia nhiéu nguyén nhan. D6 1a do
bdi canh chinh tri xa hoi duong thoi va su bé tic trong cugc séng cla
ngudi dan, su thit bai trong cudc du tranh chdng Phap do chwa c6 luc
luong lanh dao va dudng 16i 1anh dao ding dén, su suy thoai cua cac
ton gido duwong thoi va vai trd anh hudng cia tu tuong “tam gido dong
nguyén” ¢ Viét Nam. Thém vao d6 1a sy thdm nhédp cua Thuat Chiéu
hon két hop véi sinh hoat ciu co tao nén phong trao co but sbi ndi. Va
cudi cung 1a do nhitng dong goép mang y nghia quyét dinh cta gidi
cong chuec, tri thue, tu san, dia chu bat binh trudc su ky thi, boc 10t,
chén ép cuia thuc dan Phap dimg ra van dong, 1anh dao phong trao dan
to1 sy ra doi thanh cong cua dao Cao bai. Co thé théy, dao Cao Paira
doi gin lién voi phong trao yéu nudc, phong trao dan toc. Qua trinh
phat trién cia dao Cao Pai ludn di voi cach mang va dong hanh véi
dan toc. Chinh nhitng tac dong tir yéu t6 chinh tri, xa hoi trong lich sir
da hinh thanh & dao Cao Pai truyén thdng yéu nudc, gan bo véi dat
nudc. Ngay nay, cac hé phai Cao Dai déu nd luc khéng dinh vai tro, vi
tri cia minh trong 1ong dan tdc Viét Nam, dong gop tich cuc cho sy
phat trién va tién bd cua xd hoi theo duong hudng hanh dao “nudc
vinh, dao sang”./.
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Abstract

ESTABLISHMENT AND DEVELOPMENT
CAODAISM IN VIETNAM

Caodaism is an endogenous religion, formed in Vietnam in the
early 20" century. This religion was born in the context of
contemporary economic, political, cultural, and ideological. This
article outlines the foundations and development of Caodaism in
Vietnam on five dimensions: modern social and political contexts;
The failure of the struggle for national liberation; The decline of
religions, the present of thinking and the influence of the “three co-
existence religions”; The formation of ouija movement in the South;
The role of the founders.

Keywords: Caodaism, foundation, formation, development.



