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THE KY XIX - XX
(Phéan dau)

Tom tit: Gan 70 nam sau doc ldp, hang triéu nguoi thudc tang I6p
Dalit ¢ An D6 van dang phdi chiu dung finh trang phan biét doi xir
ning né va ha khdc. Chinh béi vdy, nguoi Dalit budc phdi im con
duwong thodt khoi tinh trang d6. Phan thir nhdt ciia nghién citu ndy, tdc
gid tdp trung trinh bay mét trong nhiing bién phdp dwoc nhiéu cong
dong ddng cdp thap tai An D6 lua chon trong thé ky XIX - XX, dé la
roi bé Hindu gido dé chuyén sang mot ton gido khdc hay con dwoc goi
la “phong trao cdi gido” ctia nhitng ngueoi thudc dang cap thap.

Tir khéa: An Dé, Dalit, cdi gido, Hindu gido, Islam gido, Kitd
gido, Phdt gido.

1. Pit van dé

La mot qudc gia theo thé ché dan cha nghi vién da dang vdi dién tich
xép thir 7 va dan s6 16n thir 2 trén thé gii v6i hon 1,271 ty nguoi (ndm
2015), chiém hon 1/6 dén s6 ctia toan thé gisi', An Do dugc chia thanh 29
bang va 6 viing lanh tho lién bang. Do dién tich rong 16n va dan s6 dong,
dia hinh phan héa da dang tir Bic xuéng Nam va tir Dong sang Tay nén An
Do 1a mot qudc gia phong phi vé tai nguyén thién nhién, da dang vé vin
héa, ngon ngir, toc nguoi. Chinh vi Iy do d6 ma ngay tir xa xura, tiéu luc dia
An D¢ da tro thanh dich dén cta nhiéu cong dong nguoi di cu.

Nén tang cua Hindu gido ngay nay hinh thanh tai An D6 ngay tir thoi
co dai, thdong qua cac bd kinh Veda, Ludt Manu, Smriti, Upanishads,...
da tao 1ap co so ban dau cho nhiéu hop phi”in cua cudc séng xa hoi.
Nhic téi Hindu gido, khong thé khong nhéc t6i hé thdng dang cap - mot
hé théng duoc s dung dé phan chia xi hoi thanh cdc ting 16p khac
nhau dua trén nghé nghiép va ngudn gdc. Qua lich sir phat trién hang
ngan nim, hé thdng nay ngay nay van duoc duy tri tai nhidu viing khdc
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nhau cia An D9, khong chi han ché trong cong ddng Hindu gido ma
con mé rong anh hudng sang céc ton gido khdc. Su phan ting theo
chiéu doc nay cing véi tu tuong bao luu md hinh truyén thdng von
thong qua hé thdng nodi hoén da dan t6i khoang cdch trén - dudi, cao -
thap ngay cang trd nén siu sic. Theo d6, nhitng ngudi & vi tri thap nhat
trong hé théng goi 12 “Untouchables” (Ngudi cung dinh, Ké khong
dugc dong cham t6i) hay “Dalit” cling twong duong véi vi tri thip nhat
trong x hoi. Su phan biét dbi xir ciia ding cap cao dbi voi ding cap
thap 12 mot trong nhitng mit tiéu cuc rd rang nhit dang dugc thyc hanh
phé bién cua tén gido nay.

Sau khi gianh doc lap nam 1947, An Do bén canh viéc cam két thyuc
hién Tuyén ngdn nhin quyén cta Lién Hop qudc cling dong thoi tuyén
bb 1a mot qudc gia theo chu nghia thé tuc, khong cong nhan bat cr ton
gido nao la ton gido chu luu. Pay la mét trong nhitng muc tiéu cua mo
hinh dan chi ma quéc gia dong dan nay dang c6 ging theo dudi. Mic du
nam 1950, Hién phip An Do dd quy dinh x6a bo thuyc hanh
“Untouchability” ciing v6i nhiéu dao luat, bién phap bao vé ciing nhu dua
ra cdc wu dai, hd tro khdc, nhung gan 70 nim sau doc lap van khong
mang lai két qua nhu mong muén khi hang tri¢u Dalit van phai chiu dung
su phan bi¢t dbi xur nang né va ha khic tai nhiéu noi trén ca nudc. Phat
biéu tai “Hoi nghi vé Bat binh ddng Pang cip va Xa hoi” & New Delhi
ngay 27/12/2006, Thi tuéng An Do Manmohan Singh di so sinh tinh
trang ciia cong dong Dalit v6i nhitng ngudi nd 1é da den & Nam Phi trong
ché d6 Apartheid: “Nhirng ngudi Dalit da phai d6i mat voi su phan biét
d6i xir doc nhat trong xa hoi cua ching ta, chi ¢ duy nhat mot hinh thirc
twong duong véi Untouchability chinh 1a Apartheid. Untouchability
khong chi 1a sy phan biét ddi xtr trong xa hoi ma con 12 mot vét nho cua
lich str nhan loai”?. Chinh bdi vay, Dalit bat budc phai tim ra con dudng
cho riéng minh dé thoét khoi tinh trang d6. Mt trong nhiing bién phap
dugc nhiéu cong dong ding cip thip tai An Do lya chon trong thé ky
XIX - XX 1a roi bo Hindu gido dé chuyén sang mot tén gido khic. Tuy
nhién, liéu cudc sdng ctia nhitng nhém ngudi thap kém trong xa hoi, dic
biét 12 tang 16p Dalit, c6 thuc sy thay d6i t6t hon sau khi tir bé Hindu
gido dé chuyén sang mot tén gido khac hay khong?

Hé théng dang cip 12 mot hé thong xa hoi tiéu biéu tai khu vuc Nam
A. Khong c6 nén vin héa nao trén thé giéi ma sy phan tang cao - thap
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trong xa hoi lai c6 anh hudng sau sdc t6i moi linh vuc cua doi séng, tdn
tai vimg chic va dugc cong nhan nhu hé théng nay. Su bit binh ding gay
git gifta cdc dang cip, ddc biét 1a viéc thuc hanh Untouchabality phd
bién, 1a mot trong nhitng mat ti€u cuc khéac biét cua van héa Hindu gido
so vdi cdc nén van héa khdc. Piéu nay da thu hdt sy chd ¥ cia nhiéu hoc
gia nghién ctru ciing nhu cic to chirc trong va ngoai An D9.

Giai doan thudc Anh chinh 1a giai doan m¢ dau cho nhiéu nghién ciru
ctia cdc hoc gia Phuong Ty vé An D¢ hoc néi chung va hé théng dang
cép ndi riéng. Cac nghién ctru tiéu biéu nhu cia William Jones, Thomas
Colebrooke, James Mill, Thomas R. Trautmann, Max Muller, Theordore
Goldstucker.... tdp trung vao van héa va ton gido Hindu mac du khong
thyc sy chinh x4c, mang ning tinh cht quan, tap trung nhan manh vai trd
ctia ngudi Anh va Kitd gido tai An Do nhung van dwoc coi 12 nhing
nguoi tién phong mang vin héa An D¢ t6i Chau Au. Ciing tir 46 ma hang
loat céc nghién ctru trén nhiéu linh vyc van héa, chinh tri, kinh té,... An
D6 dugc tién hanh. Dalit va cai gido 12 hai van dé da duoc nhiéu hoc gia
tim hiéu, tuy nhién diém khac biét trong bai nghién ctru nay Ia viéc tap
trung phan tich hién trang cta Dalit cling nhu phong trao cai gido sang 3
tén gido chinh 1a Phat gido, Islam gido va Kitd gido gidi han trong bbi
canh kinh té - xa hoi - chinh tri thé ky XIX - XX. Ddng thoi, téc gia cling
mudn 1am 15 12 sy thay ddi ctia Dalit ¢ cdc khia canh kinh té, gido duc, xa
hdi thong qua phong trao cdi gido trong giai doan XIX - XX.

2. Dalits la ai?

Dalit trong ngdn ngir Sanskrit c6 nghia 1a “dat”, “bi d& nén”, “bi giay
x€é0” hoac “tan vo”, 1a mot tir dugce st dung boi chinh nhitng cdng déng
dang céap thip dé chi vé tinh trang hién tai cia minh. Dalit 12 mot tap hop
nhiéu nhém xa hoi, néi nhitng ngdn ngir khac nhau va sinh séng phd bién
tai nhiéu khu vuc & Nam A. Dalit cling duoc biét dén vé6i nhiu tén goi
nhu Panchamas - ding cip tht 5, Untouchables - khong thé cham vao,
Harijan3 - da con cua than thdnh, Adi Dravida, Adi Karnataka, Adi
Andhra va Adi-Dharmi*... Trong Hién phdp nam 1950, Chinh phu An
Do st dung thuat ngit Scheduled Castes - Dfmg cfip duoc dinh danh va
Scheduled Tribes - Bo toc dugc dinh danh (SCs/STs) trong cdc tai li¢u,
van ban chinh thirc dé xdc dinh cdc nhém va bd tdc nay.

Dé c6 thé xdc dinh dugc hién trang cua Dalit ngly nay, truée hét, can
hiéu vé& hé thong dang cap tai An Po. Mic du di c6 nhiéu nghién ciru
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duoc thyc hién, tuy nhién rat khé dé c6 thé dua ra mot dinh nghia chinh
xdc cho hé thng nay.

Vé co ban hé thong dang cip An D9 bao gom ba dic diém chinh’:

Thir nhat, 1a sy phan chia nguoi trong xa hoi thanh cdc nhém (dang
cap) dya trén ngudn gbc, nghé nghiép va mang tinh ké thira tir doi nay
sang doi khac.

Thit hai, quyén loi co ban giita cdc dang cip khong binh ding va
mang tinh thir bac. Nhitng ngudi ding cap trén c6 nhiéu quyén loi nhat,
nhung thuc hién it nghia vu nhét, trong khi d6 nguoi thudc ding cap dudi
cling ¢6 nhiéu nghia vy nhét va khéng dugc huong quyén loi gi.

Thir ba, hé thong dwoc duy tri thdng qua viéc thuc hién nhimng hinh
phat (xa hoi va kinh té) ha khic khi c6 bat ky hanh dong nao di chéch ra
khéi luét dinh.

H¢ théng dang cip An Do hién nay nhin chung duoc danh gid nhu
mot hé théng thtr bac voi mot sé dic trung sau:

Thir nhdt, thanh vién trong mot dang cap duoc xdc dinh tir ngudn gdc
sinh ra.

Thir hai, mdi déng cap 12 mot don vi ndi hon.

Thir ba, thanh vién trong timg dang cap theo truyén thong lam cong
viéc rod rang.

Thir tu, dfing cfip duoc Xép loai theo mot thir bac cuc bo mang tinh dia
phuong.

Thir ndm, nhitng quan niém vé nho ban va trong sach kiém soat ban
chét va cdc mdi quan hé gitra cdc dang cip.

T6m lai, hé thong dang cip 12 su phéan khiic xa hoi thanh cdc nhém noi
hon va truyén tir doi nay qua doi khac. Cac nhém nay tao nén mot trat tu
trong d6 nhitng nguoi Brahmin xép & vi trf cao con Dalit xép & vi trf day®.

Hién nay, Dalit van chiém 1 sb luong 16n trong co cAu dan sé An D9.

Bing 1. Ty 1¢ phén trim dén s Dalit qua cac nim (%)

Nam théng Téng dan s6 Dan s6 SCs Phan tram SCs trong
ké (Triéu ngwei) (Triéu ngweoi) téng dan sé (%)
1961 439,92 64,4 14,7
1971 547,9 80,0 14,6
1981* 665,3 104,8 15,7
1991** 838,6 138,2 16,5
2001** 1028,6 166,6 16,2
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Ghi chi: * Tru bang Assam nam 1981, ** Tru bang Jammu and
Kashmir nam 1991, *** Trur tiéu khu Mao-Maram, Paomata va Purul cua
quén Senapati tai Manipur.

Nguén: Primary Census Abstract, Office of the Registar General, New
Delhi, India, 2001.

Bang s6 liéu trén thé hién ciing vé6i sy gia ting cia dan sé An Do thi
sO lugng Dalit ciing gia tang theo ty 1¢ thuan.

Bang 2. Nhimng khu vue c6 ty 1¢ Dalit cao nhit ciia An P

Khu vwc Ti lé cua Dalit
Mizoram 94,5
Lakshadweep 94,5
Nagaland 98,1
Meghalaya 85,9

(Ngudn: Primary Census Abstract, Office of the Registrar General,
New Delhi, India, 2001)

Lich st An Do da dién ra nhiéu phong trao cai cich va ddu tranh
chéng lai hé thong dang cap clia ca cd nhan va t6 chirc, nhu Gautama
Budha, Mahavira, cdc phong trao ciia Brahmo Samaj’, Arya Samaj®...
nhung cho ti nhimg nim 1930, Gandhi méi 14 ngudi ddu tién cong nhan
phong trao dau tranh ciia Dalit va chii ¥ t6i van d& nay. Tuy nhién, viéc
nhin nhan “van d& Dalit” ctia Gandhi chi dimg lai & mirc 12 mot vin dé xa
hoi don 1¢, trong khi d6 phong trao Dalit dwoc dan dit béi B. R.
Ambedkar vao cubi thé ky XIX ddu XX da tao ra nhiéu anh huéng manh
mé. Khéc véi quan diém ctia Gandhi, B. R. Ambekar coi Dalit con 12 mot
vAn d& kinh t& va chinh tri duoc tao ra béi dfmg cfip cao. Va khi
Ambedkar tr& thanh B9 truong Tu phdp dau tién thi chinh éng da tién
hanh nhiéu cai cich luat phdp va dua vao Hién phép.

3. Nguyén nhén thiic ddy phong trio cai gido thé ky XIX - XX

“Conversion - thay ddi” 1a mot khdi niém chung dé chi su chuyén dbi
suy nghi tir niém tin ndy sang niém tin khdc. Qu4 trinh thay déi bit dau
v6i ba nhan t4°:

(1) Mot khuynh huéng tim kiém céu tra 10i cho nhing diéu huyén b,
nhitng bi kich va nhitng tinh hudng ciia cudc song thong qua ton gido;

(2) Cam gidc vé su that vong kéo dai;

(3) Niém tin hién tai khong thé dap ung duogc long mong doi;
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Ba nhén t6 nay thic dy cd nhdn tré thanh nhitng ngudi di tim kiém
ton gido.

Viy, ¢6 thé hiéu rang, vé co ban cii gido la qu trinh thirc tinh vé nhan
thirc t6n gido trong mot con ngudi dan t6i sy chuyén ddi trong cich song va
suy nghi, d& cp t6i sy chdp nhan mot hé thong niém tin cia mot ton gido
dac biét va tir bd ton gido cii. Pinh nghia nay cling dugc st dung cho viéc
chuyén ddi tir chi phéi nay sang chi phéi khéc trong cing mét tén gido.

Cai gido khong phai 1a vin dé méi tai An Po. Ngay tir trudc Cong
nguyén da c6 su ra doi cua Phat gido va Jain gido (khoang thé ky VI
TCN) ciing hé thong gido 1y nam ngoai hé tu tudong Veda, kéu goi binh
dang, 1én 4n ché do dang cap,... Sy xuét hién cla hai tén gido nay dem
dén nhirng ludng gié tr twéng méi d4m tinh nhan van nén da thu hut
dugc rat nhiéu tin d6 cai gido. Ban thin vi sdng 1ap Phat gido va Jain gido
(tu si Mahavira) von thudc dang cip Kshastriya, nhung déu quyét dinh tir
b6 Hindu gido dé thanh 14p mot gido phdi méi. Tuy nhién, van dé cai gido
duoc chu y nhiéu hon duoc ddnh du béi sy xuit hién cua Islam gido tai
An D6 vao thé ky VII theo con duong thwong mai cia cic thuong gia
Arab, dic biét dudi su cai trj ctia && ché Mughal khoang dau thé ky XVI
t6i gitra thé ky XIX. Giai doan dang chd y nhét 1a 49 nim cam quyén cua
vua Aurangzeb'® voi tu tudng truyén bé Islam gido va cai gido cho nguoi
An D0, 6ng da dua ra nhiéu chinh sich trong d6 c6 chinh sach thué ha
khic danh vao nhitng ngudi khong theo Islam gido. Chinh boi vay, rat
nhiu nguoi thude cdc ton gido khdc da cai sang Islam gido dé tranh cdc
khoan thué va huéng thém wu dai tir chinh quyén. Bén canh d6, Kitd
gido, Sikh gido, Hoa gido... ciing 1 nhiing dich dén trong nhiéu phong
trao cai gido. Nhitng ngudi cai gido ¢ thé tdi tir nhiéu ding cap xa hoi
khéc nhau, tuy nhién trong bai nghién ctru nay, t6i chi tap trung vao phan
tich cong dong Dalit trong phong trao cai gido thé ky XIX - XX.

Vay du 12 Iy do giai thich cho viéc nhitng ngudi Dalit sin sang tir bo ton
gido truyén théng clia minh dé chuyén sang mot ton gido khac, mot hé tu
twdng moi, tham chi dén tir ngoai 1anh thd dén toc. S& rat khé c6 thé hiéu
duoc van dé nay néu khong tim hiéu bdi canh lich str, chinh tri va xa hoi ma
¢ d6 hién tuong nay dién ra. Viéc cai gido trén dién nho (ting c4 nhan) s&
khong giy nhiéu chd y, tuy nhién cai gido trén dién rong (tip trung, sb lugng
16n) thudng tro thanh mot van dé giy nhiéu tranh cai. Cai gido khong chi
12 don thudn 1a sy thay doi ton gido ma con dugc coi nhu mét thich thic
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d6i v6i niém tin va truyén thdng cua xa hoi dang ton tai. Cai gido trén quy
md 16n gy xdo dong su cin bang cia xa hoi boi né thudng dan t6i bién
chuyén co ban trong quan diém ton gido ciing nhu chinh tri, dao dirc, va
do6i khi con gin lién voi bao luc va ndi loan. Chinh boi vay, cai gido
thuong bi coi 1a mbi de doa nghiém trong t&i su thdng nhét qudc gia.

3.1. Cii cdch xd hji thé ky XIX - XX

Véi sy anh huong cua yéu t6 Phuong Téy, nhitng xung dot giita nén
vin héa truyén thong véi hién dai, nhitng twong tc trong céc hé tu tuong
dic biét manh mé dudi giai doan thudc Anh, thé ky XIX - XX tai An Do
da chimg kién su nd ro ciia hang loat cdc cai cich ton gido, xa hoi. Pay
chinh 12 mdt trong nhitng nhén 6 quan trong tao ra sy thay ddi cin ban
trong cdu tric ciing nhu nhén thirc xa hoi, tao tién dé thic dy sy phat
trién cho cdc phong trao dau tranh gianh binh dang, ké ca trong linh vuc
ton gido. Charles H. Heimsath'' da chi ra dong luc co ban thic diy céc
cai cach xa hoi An Do hién dai dén tir hai ngudn: thi nhdt, chinh 1a sy
xuét hién cua nén gido duc theo md hinh Anh qudc ciing véi sy truyén tai
tri thire va kinh nghiém Phuong Tay; thur hai, 1a hoat dong cta cic doan
truyén gido Kitd gido.

Phong trdo cai cdch xa hoi dau tién trong giai doan nay do Raja
Rammohan Roy (1772 - 1833) khéi xudng. V6i hoc van uyén béc, ong
da cd ging két hop cdc gid tri truyén théng Hindu véi nhitng nhan t6
duy 1y cta truyén thong Kitd gido va Islam gido. Thanh cong 16n nhat
trong linh vyc cdi cich tén gido ctia 6ng chinh la viéc thanh 14p Bramo
Samaj nam 1828. Pay 1a mot t6 chirc cai cich ton gido véi myc tiéu lam
trong sach Hindu gido bang céch x6a bé hinh anh cia Hindu gido gin
v6i thd twong va cdc nghi 1& vo nghia, mé tin. T6 chirc ndy dwoc mo
rong cho tit ca moi ngudi khong phan biét mau da, dang cip, nguon goc
va tén gido, nhan manh gid tri con ngudi. Raja Rammohan Roy khong
chi 1a mQt nha cai c4ch ton gido ma con 1a mdt nha cdi cdch xa hoi ti€u
biéu v6i nhiéu nd luc 1én 4n sy khic nghiét cua ché d6 dang cap, ung ho
két hon giira cdc ddng cip, kéu goi x6a bo tuc da thé, tao hon dic biét 1a
nhitng déng gép cho phong trao gianh quyén binh ding cho phu ni,
khuyén khich géa phu tai hon, gido duc va c6 quyén sé hitu tai san...
ma déng gép 16n nhét chinh 12 hai dao luat dugc Chinh quyén thudc dia
Anh ban hanh: Luét T4i hon cho géa phy nam 1856, Luat bai bd Sati
nam 1929. Tiép nbi Raja Rammohan Roy, Debendra Nath Tagore (1817
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- 1905), sau d6 t61 Keshub Chandra Sen (1838 - 1884) da lanh dao
Bramo Samaj thanh phong trao cai cdch xa hoi dya trén nguyén tic tu
do cd nhan, théng nhat dan toc, doan két, hop tic va dan chu. Mic di
anh huéng ctia Brahmo Samaj van con han ché, chu yéu tic dong t6i
cdc nhém ngudi duge gido duc nhung da dé lai ddu 4n trong cudc song
chinh tri, xa hoi dac biét tai Bengal.

Phong trao cdi cidch thtr hai la Arya Samaj do Swami Dayanand
Saraswati (1824 - 1883) khéi xudng vao ndm 1875 tai Bombay. Phong
trao nay tap trung phan ddi viéc tho cing twong, da than, viéc nhiing
nguoi Brahmin bao trg cho cdc nghi 1€ tdn gido va thuc hanh mé tin; chu
truong ning cao binh ding xi hoi cho phy nir, 1én 4n thyc hanh
Untouchability va sy ha khic cta ché do dang cip, nhan manh vai tro
gido duc. Dayanand ciing 12 ngudi dau tién tan thanh khdi niém

“Swaraj”'? va dwa khau ra khau hiéu chinh tri “An D6 vi nguoi An Do”.

Bén canh Brahmo Samaj va Arya Samaj, con c6 hang loat cic phong
trao cai cach xi hoi khac dién ra tai nhiéu bang khac nhau trén khiap An
D0 nhu: Prathana Samaj tai Bombay, Ramakrishna Mission tai tru sé tai
West Bengal,Young Bengal Movement tai Calcutta, Adi-Dravida tai
Tamil Nadu'... hay phong trio cai cach trong Do Thdi gido Rahanumai
Mazdayasanan Sabha ndm 1851, phong trao Wahabi, Aligard, va
Deoband cuaa Islam gido, phong trao Satnami trong Sikh gido... Cung
v6i cdc phong trao cai cdch ciia cic to chiic, ca nhan, chinh quyén Anh
trong giai doan nay ciing thuc hién nhiéu bién phdp mang lai nhiéu tc
dong tich cuc ma quan trong nhét chinh 13 hé théng gido duc Anh quéc
v6i khoang 140 truong dai hoc, cao dang. Tir khi cdc trudng hoc theo
md hinh Anh qudc ddu tién duoc thanh 14p vao khoang nam 1820, sb
lugng ngudi An PO huong nén gido duc Anh ting 1én nhanh chéng.
Nam 1880, khoang 8 ngan ngudi hoan thanh gido duc pho thong va 500
ngan hoan thanh gido dyc trung hoc. Hé thdng nay ban dau duoc Cong
ty Pong An hd tro tai chinh, sau d6 1a chinh quyén Anh qudc va chi dp
dung cho céc truong theo md hinh gido dyc Anh. Bén canh d6, nguoi
An ciing thiét 1ap cdc trudng cao ding Hindu, st dung chuong trinh
gido duc tiéng Anh cling vé&i cdc mon hoc khdc nhu todn, khoa hoc tu
nhién, triét hoc Phuong Tay'!. Su phat trién gido duc trong giai doan
nay da tao ra mot doi ngii ngudi An chiu anh hudng siu sic cua van héa
Phuong Tay.
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Ciing trong khoang thoi gian tir nhitng nim 30 cua thé ky XIX dén
nhitng nam 30 cta thé ky XX, v6i nd lyc thay dbi cdc thé ché xa hoi va
Tay héa An D¢, chinh quyén Anh ciing tién hanh gidm thiéu nan pha
thai, tuc hoa thiéu géa phu (1829), tdo hoén (1929), cic 18 hién sinh trong
tén gido, dong thoi hop phép héa tai hoén cho géa phu (1856), cho phép
nguoi Hindu gido duge cai sang Kitd gido, timg budc ban hanh hé thong
luat hinh su (chinh thitc nam 1861) dua trén luat cia Anh nhén manh
binh dang xa hoi,... Cung véi cdc chinh séch ctia nha cam quyén, sy hoat
dong manh mé cua cdc doan truyén gido (chu yéu 1a Kitd gido) dén tir
Chau Au ciing mang ti nhitng ludng tu tuéng méi, tao ra nhidu tic dong
dac biét t6i nhitng ngudi thude dang cap thap.

Tuy nhién, trong cac phong trao cai cich xa hoéi, dac biét 1a phong
trao ddu tranh cho quyén loi cta Dalit thi khong thé khong nhéc téi
nhiing déng gép to 16n cua Mahatma Gandhi va Bhimrao Ramji
Ambedkar. Xuét phat tir hai déng cap khdc nhau, Gandhi va Ambedkar
¢6 su khéc biét trong hudng tiép can van dé Untouchability. Mahatma
Gandhi xuat than tir dang cap Vaishya nén ong nhin nhan van dé tur
quan diém cia mot nguoi thudc ding cdp trén mudn xéa bo
Untouchability bang con dudng cai cich, trong khi B. R. Ambedkar
thudc dang cap Dalit, lai cho rdng van dé chinh 12 mot phan cta Hindu
gido. Mic dui chua thyc sy mang lai nhiéu két qua nhung Gandhi di cé
nhiéu déng gép cho phong trao gianh quyén binh ding cho Dalit bang
cich goi nhitng nguoi dang cap thap 1a Harijan - “nhiing dira con ciia
than thanh”, va khdi xuéng Phong traio M¢ cira Dén (Entry Temple
Movement)'>... Phong trao ctia Gandhi tip trung chu yéu vao viéc
nham thay ddi suy nghi cta bd phan tri thic thudc dang cip cao trong
khi B. R. Ambedkar lai tip trung hudng céc cong dong Dalit trén khap
ca nudc téi myc tidu nang cao nhan thic, dong thoi dau tranh cho céc
quyén con ngudi co ban nhu kinh té, x4 hoi, ton gido, cho téi gido duc,
nghé nghiép... Dé thay doi nhan thic, Ambedkar c6 ging giai thich
ngudn gbc cua ché do dang cap, ban chat cua Hindu gido va gin Dalit
vao mot lich sir huy hoang nhu “nhirng nguoi con cia dit me” nham
gitip ho c6 mot dic diém khac khong dwa trén dang cp, gianh lai sy ton
trong va vugt qua nhiing rao can phan chia. B. R. Ambedkar ciing 1a
ngudi gép cong 16n trong viéc thanh 1ap Bahish Hitakarini Sabha (BHS)
- mdt co quan trung tim cua Dalit theo nguyén tic “Gido duc, DAu tranh
va T chirc” véi muc tiéu chinh la:
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(1) Thic day gido duc trong cong ddng dang cip thip bang cich mé
céc ky tic x4 gid ré cho hoc sinh, sinh vién, cong nhan,...

(2) Thiic day lan rong vin héa trong cong dong ding cap thap bang
céch md céc thu vién, trung tdm xa hdi, cac 16p hodc nhém hoc.

(3) Phit trién diéu kién kinh té cua dang cap thip bang thong qua viéc
thanh 1ap cac truong nong nghiép, cong nghiép.

(4) Pai dién cho tiéng néi ciia nhirg nguoi thude ding cap thap.

S¢ di phong trao dau tranh va cai cdch xd hoi cia Ambedkar mang
lai nhiéu tdc dong to 16n vi hoat dong co ban cua cdc phong trao trude
d6 khong vuot ra khoi quy dao dang cép cao véi muyc tiéu tdi cau tric
xa hoi, khoi dau tir phia trén xudng chir khong phai tir dudi day'®.
Ambedkar cling 12 nguoi tién phong mé ra mot con dudong mdi thoat
khoi sé phan Untouchability. Trong bai phét biéu tai hoi nghi cua cic
ddng cap thap hop tai Yeola, bang Maharastra nim 1935, éng kéu goi
dang cap thap tir bo Hindu gido dé cai sang mot ton gido khac mang lai
cho ho gid tri, su binh ding va sy tu do khi tuyén bd: “Nhiing bit cong
ma ching ta phai trai qua va nhitng nhuc nha chiing ta phai chiu dung la
két qua cua viéc ching ta 1a thanh vién cta cong ddng Hindu gido. S&
t6t hon khong néu ching ta roi bo cong ddng nay va di theo mot niém
tin méi cho ching ta vi tri binh ddng, an toan va dugc dbi xur chinh
dang. Nhung, dé 1am vay, chiing ta can than trong trong viéc chon lya
niém tin méi ma & d6 su binh ding vé vi tri va co hoi dugc bao dam...
Khoéng may man khi toi duoc sinh ra 1a mot Hindu Untouchable. Viéc
ngan chin diéu niy vuot ra ngoai kha nang cta tdi, nhung tbi tuyén bd
rang t0i ¢6 kha ning dé tir chdi sdng trong nhimg diéu kién thip hen,
nhuc nha. Téi chi mudn khing dinh ring t6i s& khong chét nhu mot
nguoi Hindu”'”. B6 chinh 1a sy khdc biét ma Ambedkar da lam duoc
khi mang lai nhan thitc co ban cho Dalit vé van dé duoc gitp do va tu
gilp do.

Nhu vay, myc tiéu ctiia cac phong trao cai cach xa hdi trong giai doan
nay tap trung vao viéc thay dbi cau tric xi hoi, dau tranh x6a bo cic hu
tuc,... D6 khong chi con 1a cude d4u tranh riéng 1¢ ma da trd thanh mét
phong trao manh mé&, khong khoan nhuong, ¢6 té chirc, duong 161, muc
tiéu rd rang, trong do cai gido xudt hién nhu mét Iya chon méi.
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3.2. Nhén té chinh tri

Nam 1858, sau khi cudc khoi nghia ctia binh linh that bai, An Do
chinh thic tré thanh thudc dia ciia Anh. Trong sudt giai doan kiém sodt
dat nude nay, ngudi Anh da sir dung chinh séch “chia dé tri” nhu mot
cong cu dé duy tri nén cai tri chuyén ché. Chinh sich nay vé co ban Ia sy
phan chia xa hoi theo sic tdc va ton gido. Chinh vi vay di tao ra nhiing
bat ddng gay git gitra cdc nhém xa hoi. Mic dii chinh quyén Anh duy tri
chinh sach khong can thiép vao céc hoat dong tén gido ctia nguoi An D9,
nhung sy m& duong cho Kitd gido tu do truyén gido ciing véi sy lo s¢
ctia cong ddng An Do vé mot An Do Kitd gido ciing gdy ra nhidu xung
dot. Y dinh ctia ngudi Anh khi dua ra chinh sach hd trg gido duc kiéu
Anh khong chi nhim nang cao nhan thuec, trinh d6 ma con dé tao ra mot
d6i ngii voi “than thé An Do va tu tuong thude Anh”. Nhan thirc dwoc su
phat trién nhanh chéng cua luc lugng nay, ngay 28/12/1885, chinh quyén
Anh tng ho viéc thanh 1ap Pang Quéc dai An Do nhu mot kénh ddi thoai
nham muc dich kiém sodt tang 16p tri thirc hoc Anh. Tuy nhién, tréi
ngugc voi dy tinh ban dau, Péng Quéc dai tré thanh mot dang chinh tri
dai dién cho ngudi An P9 va déng vai trd then chdt trong phong trao dau
tranh gianh ddc 1ap dan tde.

Mic dix c6 sy tiép can nhimng ludng tu tuéng méi va hé thong cai tri
Phuong T4y, nhung ché d déng cép trong giai doan nay khong hé giam di
ma tham chi con tré nén gay gat hon. Ngudi Anh lo sg vé sy can thiép vao
ché 46 déng cip s& tao ra nhiéu bt 6n va xung dot trong xa hoi vi “hé thong
dang cap khong chi 1a mot hé thong xa hoi... ma con déng vai trd 1a chit két
dinh, vira 12 Iyc hit ciing dong thoi 1 luc day, tic dong va hinh thanh moi
mdi quan hé séng, két ndi hang triéu ngudi trong xa hdi An Do. Dé phé huy
hé théng nay s& can nhiéu hon ca mot cude cdch mang, s& gidng nhu viée it
b6 nhén t6 quan trong nhu trong lyc. Trat ty nay bién mét thi sy hdn loan s&
thong tri”'®. Chinh béi vdy, thay vao viéc x6a bo hoan toan ding cip thi
chinh quyén Anh thuc hién hé thong héa, phéan loai héa trong diéu tra din
s0, tién hanh mot s6 bién phap nham xoa diu dang cap thap nhu dao giéng
riéng, xay truong riéng, han ngach giit chd,... Nhitng chinh sach nudc doi
nay khong nhing khong nang dugc diéu kién séng cua Dalit ma con gép
phén gia ting sy phan biét dang cap trong xa hdi.

Trong khi d6, Pang Qudc dai (da phan thanh vién thuoc ding cip
cao), voi h¢ tu tudng dan toc chu nghia, nd luc duy tri trat tu vbn c6 cua
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xa hoi. Giai doan cudi thé ky XIX dau thé ky XX chimng kién su bat dong
manh mé gitta Pang Quéc dai - dai dién la Mahatma Gandhi va
Jawaharlal Nehru, trong viéc dé cao phong trao ddu tranh gianh doc lap
dan toc voi dai dién ctia phong trao Dalit B. R. Ambedkar xoay quanh
van d& binh déng cho Dalit va hé thong ddng cap. Vén xudt phat tir hai
diém nhin khéic nhau tr trén xuéng va tir dudi 1én, nén da tao nén hai
quan diém trdi nguoc. Gandhi va Nehru chu trerong bao luu gid tri Hindu
dén toc, coi Untouchability gidng nhu mot van dé xa hoi can thay doi
bang céch thuc hién nhiéu bién phdp mang lai diéu kién sdng tét hon cho
Dalit. Nguoc lai, Ambedkar lai coi Untouchability khong chi 1a mot van
dé xa hoi don thudn ma nam trong chinh Hindu gido. Chinh béi vy, 6ng
¢6 xu hudng nghiéng vé phia chinh quyén Anh vi tin ring ngudi Anh c6
thé mang lai cho Dalit nhiéu hon 12 mét dang bi thong trj boi da sé dang
cap cao. Bit ddng leo thang giita hai bén khi Ambedkar d& xuit vé viéc
trao quyén chinh tri cho Dalit bang céch dua ra han ngach gitt chd va khu
bau cir riéng cho ding cip thap. Piéu nay vap phai sy phan ddi ciia Pang
Qudc dai khi khong mudn tich cong dong Dalit ra khoi hé thdng Hindu
gido, tuy nhién, thoa thuan cudi cling ciing dugc dua ra véi y kién dong y
vé han ngach duy tri ghé cho Dalit trong Hi€p udc Poona (1932). Mac du
bat dong trong nhiéu van dé nhung sau khi doc 14p, Ambedkar quyét dinh
tham gia va giir vai trd quan trong trong chinh quyén lién bang. Véi tu
cich ding dau Uy ban soan thao Hién phdp, Ambedkar dd gép phan
mang lai nhiéu quyén loi cho Dalit thong qua céc diéu luat trong Hién
phap. Bén canh d6, viéc ndm giir vi tri cao trong chinh phi d4 tao nhiéu
diéu kién cho Ambedkar dua cong dong Dalit tham gia vao chinh tri quéc
gia théng qua ¥ tudng vé& chinh sich duy tri ghé trong qubc hoi, cic co
quan cip bang va lién bang ciing nhu trong cdc khu vuc nha nuéc.

Cung v6i nhitng déng gép ciia Ambedkar thi trong giai doan trude va
sau doc lap ciing ching kién sy xung dot gay gat giira hai cong dong ton
gido 16n tai An P 1a Hindu gido va Islam gido ma hé luy tiéu biéu chinh
la sy phan tich thanh hai qudc gia riéng biét An P (Hindu gido) va
Pakistan (Islam gido). Sy kién nay ciing gay ra tdc dong 16n tdi phong
trao cai gido.

D tuyén b 12 mot quéc gia theo chu nghia thé tuc véi quyén binh
dang cho moi ton gido nhung voi dan sé déng va hon 80% lai 1a ngudi
Hindu gido thi viéc duy tri su cin bang khé c6 thé dat dugc mong
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mudn, dic biét 1a vao giai doan cubi thé ky XX khi Pang Bharatiya
Janata (BJP) véi hé tu tudng chi nghia dan toc Hindu gido dugc thanh
lap va ngdy cang lén manh, nim quyén kiém sodt ¢ nhiéu bang tré
thanh d6i thu canh tranh 16n véi con dudng “thé tuc” cua Pang Quéc
dai. BJP voi sy hd trg cua cdc td chirc nhu Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh (RSS), Bajrang va Vishva Hindu Parishad (VHP) - goi tat 1a
nhém Parivar - chu truong Hindu gido héa toan bd An Do thong qua
nhiéu hoat dong nhdm truyén b4 tu twong Hindutva da c6 tac dong 16n
t6i nhitng cong dong “thiéu s6” khic (dic biét 1a Kitd gido va Islam
gido ciing nhu cong ddng Dalit cai sang hai ton gido nay). Tai cic bang
do BJP nim quyén, hoat dong cua cdc doan truyén gido bi han ché va
cang thing ciing leo thang gitta nhitng cong dong “thiéu s6” véi cic
nhém Hindu gido cyc doan (tiéu biéu 12 xung dot Islam gido va Hindu
gido). Giai doan nhitng nam 1990 chimg kién sy xung dot gay git giita
cac doan truyén gido Kit6 gido va Parivar, dac biét tai cac khu vuc sinh
song cua cdc bo tdc xung quanh van dé cai gido va tdi cai gido. D phan
g v&i cdc hd tro gido duc, y té ma cdc nhém Kitd gido dwa ra, nhém
Parivar ciling bt dau xay dung trudng hoc va cdc dich vy xa hoi khéc
tai khu vyc. Bén canh d6, cdc nhom Hindu gido cuc doan ciling tién
hanh cdc cudc tin cong bao luc nham vao gido doan Kitd gido. Dép tra
lai, cong dong Kitd gido to chirc cic cudc biéu tinh quy md 16n va cho
in 4n nhiéu thong cdo nhdm ning cao nhan thic, thu hit sy ung ho tir
cong ching. Thang 10/1999, trudc dién bién ngay cang leo thang, Thu
tuéng An Do Atal Bihari Vajpayee (dong thoi 1a lanh dao cta dang
BJP) phai kéu goi mot cude thao luan qudc gia vé van dé cai gido. Cic
nhém Parivar budc toi chién dich cai gido cua Kitd gido gy ra nhiing
bao lyc trong khu vuc, 1am x6i mon vin héa va tén gidgo Hindu, dong
thoi yéu cau chinh phu phai tién hanh cdc bién phdp cing rin nhu: ban
hanh 1énh cAm toan bo viéc cai gido, biao dam nhirng ngudi d cai gido
c6 thé quay tro lai Hindu gido, thu hoi cic quyén lgi thugc STs khoi
nhitng bo toc da cai gido, cAm ngudn hd tro tir nudc ngoai ciia cdc doan
truyén gido Kitd tai An Do va dé trinh mot didu luat Hién phdp ngan
chan cai gido. Loi kéu goi cua Thu tudng vé mot cudc thao luan quéc
gia nhin chung khéng nhan duoc sy ung ho tir phia cong dong Kitd gido
- nhitng ngudi coi d6 12 mot chién lugc cta Parivar dé thay doi quyén ty
do ton gido co ban trong Hién phap 1950. Gido hoi cho rang, van dé
khong nam & viéc cai gido boi vi khong hé c¢6 bang ching nao ching
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minh cac doan truyén gido thyc hién cai gido “bat budc” tai khu vuc cac
bo toc sinh sdng ma nguyén nhin cua van dé chinh 1a hudéng tiép cén
cuc doan cua Parivar huéng t6i cdc nhém thiéu sé trong xa hoi. Cho t6i
nay, nhitng bat dong, xung dot giita cdc nhém Hindu gido ning dong
v6i cdc nhém ton gido khdc van tiép tuc dién ra, gdy anh huong khong
nho t6i cdc chinh siach hudng téi van dé ton gido trong ca chinh phu
ciing nhu phong trao cai gido cua cong ddng ding cap thip tai An Do.

3.3. Nhén t6 lgi ich

Cho dit An D6 hién tai c6 nhimng thanh tyu vuot bac vé kinh t& va
khoa hoc cong nghé cling nhitng cam két qudc té vé quyén con ngudi, cic
diéu luat binh dang... thi tinh trang Dalit qua nhiéu thé ky van chua dugc
cai thién ddng ké. Nhirng con ngudi 4y van dang tiép tuc nd lyc tim con
dudng thoat khoi vi trf ddy cung cua xa hoi. Nhu Ambedkar da phan tich,
dang cdp va Untouchability ndm trong chinh ban chét ciia Hindu gido,
boi vay mudn thoét khoi didu d6, con duong duy nhét 12 chuyén sang mot
ton gido khdc dé cao gid tri nhan vin va con ngudi. Véi hé tu tuong dé
cao binh ding giita nguoi v6i nguoi va khong cé dang cap thi Phat gido,
Kitd gido va Islam gido 1a ba ton gido dugc lua chon dé cai sang nhiéu
nhét trong cong dong Dalit. V& mat 1y thuyét, viéc roi bo Hindu gido
sang ton gido khéc c6 nghia 1a Dalit khong con bi rang budc béi hé thng
dang cip, ddng thoi ciing c6 nghia khong con phai chiu sy phan biét ddi
xir d6i v6i nguoi dang cap thap. D6 chinh 1a myc tiéu du tién ma nhing
nhém Dalit cdi gido hudng toi.

Ciing véi d6, viéc cai gido cling mang lai nhiéu tic dong tich cuc cho
cudc song cua Dalit - von 1a cong dong c6 ty 1é ngheo d6i cao nhét.
Nhiéu ngudi theo chii nghia dan toc Hindu gido cho rang viéc Dalit cai
sang ton gido khac, dic biét 1a Kitd gido, khong phai vi niém tin ma vi 1gi
ich vat chét do cdc doan truyén gido mang téi. Trai nguoc véi ¥ kién do,
Ambedkar trong bai phdt biéu tai phién hop & Dadar (Bombay) ngay
31/5/1936, khang dinh “Tén gido sinh ra vi con ngudi chir khéng phai
con ngudi vi ton gido”!”. Ong cho ring, cdc doan truyén gido (dic biét 1a
Kit6 gido) da dat trong tdm vao viéc nang cao gid tri nhan van cia cudc
sdng con ngudi trai nguoc voi Hindu gido va Untouchability. Khi nhirng
doan truyén gido Kitd gido dau tién téi An P9, nhiéu Dalit chip nhan
niém tin méi vi Kitd gido truyén giang rang, tit ca moi ngudi déu binh
dang truéc Chiia va 1an dau tién mang t6i cho Dalit cam nhan vé long tur
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trong. Pdi voi Dalit, Kitd gido 12 mot ton gido ddy stc hip dan va cic
doan truyén gido tai An D6 ludn tap trung hd trg cho nhitng ngudi ngheo
thong qua cdc chuong trinh tich cuc cho xa hdi nhu xay dung truong hoc,
bénh vién, thu vién, cung cfip viéc lam, quy hd trg, hoc béng,... theo
cdch ma Hindu gido khong thé 1am duoc.

Vi duy, trong subt giai doan dién ra nan d6i 16n nam 1876, doan truyén
gido ctia John Clough da c6 nhiéu hd trg vé tai chinh, thudc chéng dich
ta, dac biét 1a thuc hién hop dong dao mot phan kénh dio Buckingham
dai 3,5 dam. Trong d6, Clough dd bo nhiém mot nha thuyét gido Dalit
lam dbc cong, boi vay c6 thé thué mot s6 lugng 16n lao dong ngudi Dalit
- nhitng ngudi nhan ra rang, ho s& duoc ddi xtr tot hon tir nhitng ngudi
cing thugc Dalit so véi ngudi thude dang cip cao diéu hanh néu nhu
cung du 4n*’. Gidng nhu Kito gido, Islam gido ciing bao dam lwong thuc,
noi &, gido duc, hd trg y té cho tat ca moi ngudi ké ca nhiing ngudi
ngheo, thit nghiép,... nhu Dalit théng qua cdc quy tir Zakah va Sadagah.

Vé mat 1y thuyét, khi tir bo Hindu gido cai sang cic ton gido khic,
Dalit khong nhirng sé& thodt khoi nhitng hé luy cia déng cip ma con c6
thé c6 dugc nhiéu loi ich vat chit khic nang cao chét lugng doi séng.
Trong giai doan thé ky XIX - XX, véi su tdc dong cua cic yéu td xa hoi,
kinh té, chinh tri, phong trao cai gido cua Dalit c6 nhiéu thay doi khong
chi vé quy md. Nhiéu td chtrc Dalit dugc thanh 1ap, nhu Lién minh Péng
cap thip (Scheduled Castes Federation) nim 1942 (tién than Pang Lao
dong dugc thanh 13p boi Ambedkar. SCF sau nay phat trién thanh DPang
Cong hoa An Do); Poan két Dalit (Dalit Solidarity, nam 2000); Lién
minh Qudc gia céc T6 chtc Dalit (National Confederation of Dalit
Organizations, nam 2001); Nhitng con bdo Dalit An bo (The Dalit
Panthers of India, ndm 2005)... da chimg t6 sy phdt trién cia phong trao
d4u tranh gianh binh dang cho Dalit khong chi con 1a nhitng hoat dong
nho 1é ma da trg thanh cudc dau tranh c6 quy mo 16n trén tat ca moi khia
canh cua cudc séng.

(Ky sau dang tiép)

CHU THICH:

1 Population Growth (Annual %), World Bank, Retrieved 20 January, 2015.
2 The Indian Express, December 27, 2006.



D6 Thu Ha. "Dalit" va phong trao céi gido... 53

Harijan nghia la “dira con cta than thanh” 1a tir dwoc Mohandas Karamchand
Gandhi st dyng dé chi nhitng ngudi Dalit.

“Adi Dravida”, “Adi Karnataka”, “Adi Andhra” va “Adi-Dharmi” 1a nhitng tir
lan luot duoc sit dung ¢ bang Tamil Nadu, Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh and
Punjab trong céc vin ban chinh thic. Tién t6 Adi dugc thém vao c6 nghia 1a “cac
cu dan & ngodi viing dat”.

International Dalit Solidarity Network, 2006 [2]

Akshayakumar Ramanlal Desai (2005), Social Background of Indian
Nationalism, Popular Prakashan, Mumbai: 214.

Brahmo Samaj trong ngdn ngit Sanskrit nghia 12 “cong ddng thd than Brahman”
la mot trong nhitng phong trao cai cich tén gido c6 anh huong nhét tai An Do,
duogc bit diu vao thiang 8 nim 1828 bai Raja Ram Mohan Roy. Trong linh virc
xa hoi, phong trao nay tap trung x6a bé hé thong ding cip, giai phéng phu nit va
thiic ddy gido duc.

Arya Samaj la mét phong trao cdi cdch Hindu gido duogc sdng lap boi Swami
Dayananda vao ngay 7 thiang 4 nim 1875. Nguyén tic ctia Arya Samaj ciing
phan dbi thyc hanh da than, thy anh twong, hién sinh déng vat, hanh hwong, hé
théng déng cap, untouchability va tio hén.

Henry Newton Malony (1998), “The Psychology of Religious Conversion”,
International Coalition for Religious Freedom Conference on “Religious
Freedom and the New Millenium”, Tokyo, Japan, May, 23 - 25.

10 Muhi ud-din Muhammad Aurangzeb Bahadur Alamgir I, duoc biét phd bién hon

11

véi tén goi Aurangzeb (1618 - 1707) 1a vi Hoang dé Mughall thr 6, tri vi tu
nim 1658 dén khi qua doi 1707. Ong 1a Hoang dé Mughall thtr hai c6 thoi gian
tri vi lau dai nhét, sau Akbar. Dudi thdi Aurangzeb, dé quéc Mughall ¢6 ldnh thd
rong 16n va ché do quén chu An Do dat t6i dinh cao.

Charles H. Heimsath (1964), Indian Nationalism and Hindu Social Reform,
Oxford University Press.

12 Swaraj - “t tri” 12 tir dwgc Gandhi sir dung trong phong trao d4u tranh gianh doc

13

1ap dén toc ctia ngudi An tir tay thyc dan Anh.

Prarthana Samaj do Mahadev Gobin Ranade va Atmaram Pandurang thanh lap
nam 1867, 1a phong trao cai cdch xa hoi vdi chu truong tin vao tinh thuong yéu
ctia than thanh d6i véi tit ca moi ngudi khong phan biét ton gido. Ramakrishna
Mission do Swami Vivekananda thanh 1ap nam 1896, chu yéu thuc hién cac
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Abstract

“DALIT” AND CONVERSION MOVEMENT IN INDIA
IN THE 19" AND 20" CENTURIES

After approximately 70 years of the Independence, million people
belonging to “Dalit” caste have been suffering from the extreme
discrimination. Therefore, Dalit people had to find the way to escape
from this situation. In the first part of this research, the author mentioned
the measures which were chosen by the low caste communities in India
in the 19" and 20™ centuries in order to abandon Hinduism and convert to
the other religious belief. This movement was also called “conversion
movement” of the low caste people.

Keywords: India, Dalit, conversion, Hinduism, Islam, Christianity,
Buddhism.



