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LAI CHI-TIM"

SU CHUYEN DICH MO THU'C NGHIEN CUU KHOA HQC
XA HQI VE TON GIAO!

Tém tit: Bai viét nay khdo sat mé thire chung trong nghién ciiu
khoa hoc xd héi vé tén gido. Bai viét ban vé su doi ldp gitta ton
gido va khoa hoc xd hoi theo hinh thirc ¢é dién khong nhitng cé thé
dan t6i sw khdc biét thé gidi quan gifta van héa truyén thong va
van héa hién dai ma diéu quan trong hon ca la phwong phdp ciia
cdc nha nghién ciru khoa hoc xa héi roi vao cdi bdy ciia chii nghia
khoa hoc theo mé hinh cua khoa hoc tw nhién.
Thodt khéi su doi lap nay, Dién dich hoc trong khoa hoc xa hoi ae
xudt sw chuyén doéi mé thirc trong viéc nghién ciru ¥ nghia hanh
dong ciia con nguoi, trong o cé tén gido. Phwong phdp ndy déi
Ip véi ¥ nghia hanh dong trong boi canh lich sir, van héa bi gidn
luwoc danh cho cac hoat dong hop phap; khong chi la khoa hoc
khach quan tur viéc quan sat va sy giai thich dién dich la doi tuwong
ciia cudc diéu tra. Hon nita, 1y gidi hanh déng ciia con ngieoi trén
co s6 thuc tién xd héi, y nghia ciia cdi goi la chii thé twong tac
danh cho chii thé trong mét tinh huong.
Tir quan diém ciia Dién dich hoc, bai viét nay dé xudt nghién ciiu
khoa hoc xd héi vé ton gido nén bac bo muc tiéu thuc chirng ma
bang cdch ndy hay cdch khéc sé gian hegc tinh phirc tap cia tén
gido nhie trwong hop cia Iy thuyét khich quan hay quy pham
chung trong khoa hoc xa hgi. Hon nita, tié'p cdn cua Dién dich hoc
bdt dau tir dinh d@é rdang ¥ nghia cia tén gido mét phan tao thanh
16i song ciia con ngueoi va trong tiong lai ¢ mot mire dé nao dé ton
gido can phdi dwoc gidi thich, dién gidi, lam sdng t6 va cé thé sir
dung trong dién thuyét cong khai.
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1. Van dé thao luin

Ké tir khi xuét hién céc 1y thuyét khoa hoc xa hoi ciia K. Marx, Sigmund
Freud, v.v... vao cudi thé ky XIX tr¢ di, khoa hoc x4 hoi va ton gido luén
ton tai mot dang quan hé “déi 1ap” (opposite)'. Tir cac 1y thuyét cua khoa
hoc x4 hdi vé ton gido, ¢o thé khai quat sy ddi 1ap d6 ¢ hai diém sau:

Trude hét, rit nhiéu 1y thuyét khoa hoc xi hoi so ky coi ton gido vé
mit ban chat 1a thudc vé hién twong “hu a0” (false), nhung thuc chat 1a
su phan anh chan thuc cua xa hoi, van hoa va tam ly. Vi vdy, ban than
t6n gido khong c6 duge y nghia chan thuc doc 1ap”. Thir hai, do chiu anh
hudng cua tién bo khoa hoc, céac nghién ctru khoa hoc xa hdi vé ton gido
chit yéu van dung 1ap truong phé phan, nhin manh rang niém tin ton gido
mé tin (superstious) di nguoc v6i sy phat trién cta vin minh 1y tri hién
dai. Ly thuyét xa hoi hoc cdp tién tham chi da phé phan nhitng cai xau
cua tén giao khién cho con nguoi khong thé nhén thirc chinh x4c cac vin
dé va thyc trang ciia ban than va xa hoi hién thuc. K. Marx d3 noi ring
ton gido 1a “thudc phién cta nhan dan” (opium of the people)’. Cac nha
xa hdi hoc 6n hoa, nhu Emile Durkheim va Peter Berger, thi cho réng,
ton gido trong xa hoi hién dai hoa da mét di chirc nang mang tinh cong
ddng (public) vbn co6 trong xa hoi truyén théng; Ton gido néu khong bi
dao thai bdi van hoa hién dai thi ciing chi léng lai & su lua chon cua ca
nhan mudn tim kiém sy an 0i tdm linh ma thoi*.

Tuy nhién, nhirng 1y thuyét xa hoi hoc phé phan t6n gido & cudi thé ky
XIX di khong thé cung cip cho gi6i hoc thuat ngay nay nhitng bién
ching va giai thich du stc thuyét phuc. Nhung ddi v6i ngudi viét bai
ndy, nhitng van dé ddi 1ap giita t6n gido va khoa hoc nhu vay thuc ra
khong nhirng ndy sinh & sy phan ré vé gia tri quan lich sir va triét hoc cia
hai phia, ma con lién quan dén cac van dé vé phuong phap nghién ciru
cling nhu ban chét va muc dich cua tri thirc cua khoa hoc xa hoi. Nhirng
vin d& vé phuong phap va muc dich nay van dang anh hudng dén
phuong huéng nghién ciru ciia khoa hoc xa hoi ngay nay ddi voi hanh vi
ctia con ngudi (bao gdm hanh vi tén gido).

Mot mat, cac nha Iy ludn xa hoi hoc ¢6 dién nhu Feuerbach, Marx,
Freud, Comte phé phan ton gido voi muc dich tiép ndi thanh cong cia
khoa hoc tu nhién khi phé phan ton gido. D6i v6i ho, ton gido khong
nhitng giai thich sai 1dm vé thé gi6i vii try tu nhién, ma con mang dén
cho dao dtrc, tinh cach ca nhan xa hoi va van hoa nhirng y nghia gia tri
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tiéu cuc, bdi vi n6 da can tr¢ su phat trién cua doi séng va lich str ¢ cac
phuong dién stc khoe, ly tri va tién bo. Mat khac, ngoai su phan 1& vé gia
tri quan triét hoc va lich str, & phuong dién phuong phap luan, muc dich
khoa hoc xa hoi nghién ctu vé su xuat hién, ban chat va chuc nang cua
ton gido ciing chinh 1a nham chirng minh tinh hitu hiéu cua Iy ludn va
phuong phap nghién ctu “khach quan” ma né mé phong khoa hoc tu
nhién. Tir goc do cong dong ton gido ma nodi, co s& va tinh chuan xac cia
ngdn ngit, hanh vi va gido 1y t6n gido von déu duogc xéc lap trén gid tri va
quyén uy siéu viét (transcendent) ma n6 chu truong. Nguoc lai, khoa hoc
xd hoi giai thich vé ton gido bang cach ung dung cac ly thuyét, khai
niém, ngdn nglr phan tich dugc xac 1ap bdi Xa hoi hoc, Tam 1y hoc va
Nhan hoc, rdi thuyét minh réng trong cac hién tuong ton giao phirc hop
kia thuc ra bao gém ca cai chan thyc (real) nhung lai thude vé nhiing td
hop va chirc ning mang tinh thé tyc.

Vi du, Freud st dung 1y thuyét cdt 16i cua trudng phai phan tich tim
Iy hoc “ham mudn tiém thirc bi dé nén” dé giai thich ban chat tim Iy cia
ton gido, chi rd t6n gido ching qua 1a két qua tinh than cua sy thay thé,
thang hoa va khic xa ciia ham muén tiém thirc bi dé nén’. Ngoai ra,
Durkheim giai thich ring d6i tugng duoc ton thd trong cac nghi 18 ton
gi4o c6 tinh thiéng (sacredness), ching qua ciing 1 két qua cia tac dung
phan xa tinh x hoi (sociality) dén tir su két ndi cong dong.

Boi vay, xudt phat diém cho bai viét nay 1a su ddi lap giira khoa hoc
xa hdi va ton gido, nguyén nhan cua nd cé 1€ khong chi béi vi khoa hoc
xa hoi chdi bo cac ngdn tir va dinh hudng phi 1y tinh (non-rational), phi
khoa hoc (non-scientific) va phi kinh nghiém (non-empirical)’, ma ciing
1a xudt phat tir muc dich, gia thiét va phuong phap khoa hoc ma khoa
hoc xa hoi da van dung khi nghién ctru ton giao. N6i mdt cach don gian,
do n6 md phong khoa hoc ty nhién, dem 1y thuyét (theory) va thuc té
(fact) nhi phan hoa, thiét 1ap thanh 1y luan va ung dung rong rai thanh
muc tiéu cudi cung cua khoa hoc xa hoi, Kkét qua la tinh doc dao va tinh
phong phtl cua ban than hién tugng chua dugc ly gidi, hon nira, tu li¢u
ton gido ciing chi 1a nham ching minh cho tinh hitu hidu va tinh phd
bién cua Iy thuyét.

No6i cach khac, do khoa hoc xa héi mé phong phuong phap khoa hoc
tur nhién - tim kiém tir trong thé gii vat chit mdi quan hé va dinh luat
nhin qua giira sy ton tai khach quan v&i tinh phi chii quan, bai vay no hy
vong co thé thong qua quan sat, miéu ta va tong hop ddi véi su thuc va
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hanh vi phtic tap ctia con ngudi, nham thuyét minh va giai thich nhirng
quy tic, két cau, nhan td cau thanh, bién ddi va quy luat phat trién noi tai
cua hién tugng duoc quan sat d6. Nhu thé, muc dich cua ly thuyét khoa
hoc xi hoi thong thudng chinh 14 tién hanh quy nap (induction) dé thiét
1ap nén tri thirc khoa hoc ¢ hé thdng, quy luat va du bao.

Nhung nghién ctru khoa hoc xa hdi theo moé thirc phuong phap khoa
hoc tu nhién, dac bi¢t 1a nghién ctru ton gido, khong nhiing bi hoc gia ton
gido phan d6i’, ma ngay cang bi chinh gi6i khoa hoc xa hoi hoai nghi®.
Van dé co ban 1, mudn Iy giai hanh vi ¢6 ¥ nghia da tang cta con nguoi,
vi du nhu ton gido, phai ching c6 thé ap dung phwong phap giéng nhu
khoa hoc ty nhién da timg ap dung dé nghién ctru cac hién twong vat 1y
phi y chi kia?’

Trén thuc té, nha khoa hoc xa hoi dd c¢6 y thirc thoat khoi anh hudng
cia phuong phap khoa hoc tu nhién, tiéu biéu c6 Wilhelm Dilthey.
Dilthey cho rang nghién ctru cua khoa hoc x3 hoi vé& con ngudi khac véi
nghién ctru cua khoa hoc ty nhién veé su Vat. Ong chu truong muc dich
ctia khoa hoc xa hoi 1a tim kiém két cau noi tai (y thirc) duoc chuyén tai
trong hanh vi cua con nguoi; can tim hiéu (understand) mbi quan h¢ nhan
qua gitra y thirc voi ¥ thire 4n sau hanh vi'®. Tuy nhién, Dilthey dem ddi
tuong nghién ctru (¥ thirc ndi tai 4n sau hanh vi) va phuong phap (tim
hiéu/ understanding) ctia khoa hoc xa hoi tach biét v6i dbi tuong nghién
ctru (su vat ngoai tai) va phuong phap (thuyét minh/ explanation) cia
khoa hoc tu nhién, nhung muc tiéu ctia 6ng van 1a hy vong thiét 1ap mot
tri thirc khach quan va Iy thuyét phd bién. Pidu nay khong nhiing gidng
voi muc dich ctia khoa hoc tu nhién, hon nita, gia thiét phuong phéap khoa
hoc xi hoi cua Dilthey dé tiép nhdn mdi quan hé nhi phan hoa giita 1y
thuyét véi d6i twong nghién ctru (tw liéu nghién ciru)'.

Khac véi khoa hoc x3 hoi théng thuong theo dudi Iy thuyét va phuong
phép khach quan khong chiu anh hudng boi gia tri chi quan cia ca nhan,
Max Weber (1864 - 1920) c6 thé n6i la da chap nhan phan doan gia tri
(value-judgments) ciia ban than ngudi nghién ciru, dong thoi ciing ting hod
su lya chon van dé nghién ctru va thiét 1ap 1y thuyét ciia ngudi nghién
ctru'?. Trong bai “Objectivity” in Social Science (“Tinh khdich quan” ciia
Khoa hoc xd hoi), ong khao st lai van dé phuong phap ma cac nha khoa
hoc x@ hoi thuong tdch bach “phan dodn gia tri” v&i “tri thirc kinh
nghiém” (empirical knowledge). Két qua, d6i voi Weber, néu nha khoa
hoc xa hoi tin rang thiét lap 1y thuyét khach quan ma khong bi anh huong
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boi phan doan gia tri ctia ngudi nghién ctru, theo d6 cho rang co thé giai
thich dwgc quy luat phd bién cia ddi twong nghién ctru, roi nhan rong
thanh tri thirc khoa hoc chung, thi déy chi la rat ra tu sy ngdy tho (naive)
ciia ho'. C)ng noi: Tién hanh phan tich khoa hoc ddi v&i van hoa, hodc
gid co thé noi duoc tuong ddi chiat ché, nhung vé co ban khong dat duoc
muc dich cua ching ta, nghia 1a phan tich khoa hoc vé hién tuong xa hoi
thi tuyét ddi khong c6 chuyén “khach quan” ma lai khong mang quan
diém dic thu hodc phién dién. Boi vi chung cling dugc luya chon, phan
tich va t6 chirc nén boi muyc dich rd rang, cin ctr theo quan diém dic thu
va phién dién mot cach c6 ¥ thirc hodc vo ¥ thirc'.

Tuy Weber khiang dinh viéc phan doan chi quan ciia ngudi nghién
ctru anh huong dén qua trinh nghién ctru khoa hoc xa hoi 1a khong thé
tranh khoi, nhung vé quan hé anh huéng 13n nhau giira nguoi nghién ciru
voi ddi twong nghién ctru, Weber chwa cha ¥ dén mdi quan hé nay khong
nhiing c6 tic dung & su lya chon, phan doan vain dé nghién ciru ciing nhu
qua trinh phan tich cua nguoi nghién ctru, ma ky thuc 1a con anh hudng
co ban dén viéc nghién ctru khoa hoc xa hoéi rét cuc di kién tao nén tri
thirc nhu thé nao.

Do Weber chua khdo sat ki mdi quan hé twong hd gitra ngudi nghién
ctru v6i d6i tugng nghién ctru rét cuc anh hudng ra sao véi viée gidi thich
hanh vi con ngudi, vi vy 6ng van tin réng muc ti€u cua khoa hoc xa hdi
trong viéc 1y giai thé gidi kinh nghiém chinh 14 phai thiét 1ap méi quan hé
nhin qua (causal relationship) 6n dinh, c6 thé ton tai gitra cac hanh vi
hodc céac hién tugng xa hdi, quan h¢ nhan qua nay cé thé goi la “quy luat”
(rules)". Tuy nhién, “quan hé nhan qua” va “quy luat” ma Weber n6i dén
hoan toan khong giéng v6i dinh ludt vat 1y cua khoa hoc ty nhién 1a phai
dem su xuét hién, bién d6i va van hanh cua thé gi6i kinh nghiém ¢ dinh
trong trat ty quy luat. Nhung 6ng van gia thiét sy “co thé Iy giai” (the
possibility of understanding) v& hanh vi con ngudi va tinh “khach quan”
(the “Objectivity” of knowledge) 1a dugc thiét 1ap day du trong mdi quan
hé nhan qua giita “bd phan” véi “tong thé”, va do do, Iy giai cua khoa
hoc x3 hoi vé hanh vi ca thé méi dat dugc ¥ nghia lich st, vin hoa va xa
hoi rong rai (vi da vuot khoi ca thé).

N6i chung, bat ké 1a md phong phwong phap nghién ctru khoa hoc tur
nhién, giai thich quy nap hanh vi con ngudi thanh quy luat khach quan phd
bién, hay 1a tuong tu nhu Weber, chép nhan anh huéng cua phan doan cha
quan khi 1y gidi hanh vi con nguoi, thir dem tri thue “khach quan” cia
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khoa hoc xa hoi va “quy ludt nhan qua” cua hanh vi con nguoi thoat ly
khoi khuon khé phuwong phép ciia khoa hoc tu nhién. Nhung van dé cua ly
luéin khoa hoc x3 hoi so ky vAn & chd cho rang hanh vi ctia con ngudi c6
thé “bi hoan vi” (transposed) (néu nhu khong thé néi 1a bi gian lwgc/
reduced) vao trong mot khai niém, 1y luan va quan h¢ quy luét c6 tinh phi
ngilt canh (context-free) khac, do d6 dat dugc y nghia c6 lién quan.

Dbi voi van dé phuong phap luan trong nghién ciru khoa hoc xa hoi,
ddc biét 1a cic van dé nhu: 1y giai nhu thé nao vé hanh vi con ngudi, hoic
1a tranh luan giita “tinh khach quan” va “tinh thyc tién” trong khoa hoc
x4 hoéi, hay l1a muc dich ctia nghién ctru khoa hoc xa hdi va quan h¢ gitra
khoa hoc x3 hoi véi ton gido, bai viét nay van dung quan diém vé phuong
phdp nghién ctru khoa hoc xa hdi cua Hans-Georg Gadamer va Paul
Ricoeur'®, chi ra khoa hoc x3 hoi néu tiép thu Dién dich hoc
(Hermeneutics) va chuyén dich mé thic 1y giai (interpretation), nhu vay
s& mang dén sy chuyén dich mé thirc vé mat phuong phap luan khi Iy
giai khoa hoc v& hanh vi con ngudi. Cubi cung, boi vi sy chuyén dich
phuong phap ly giai, bai viét s& chi ra nhirng thay d6i mang tinh xay
dung trong nghién ctru khoa hoc xa hoi vé t6n gido va trong mdi quan hé
gitra khoa hoc xa hoi va ton gido.

2. Sw chuyén dich mé thirc phwong phap luin nghién ciru hanh vi
con ngudi cia khoa hoc xa hoi

4 2

Khai niém “chuyén dich mé thirc” (paradigm shift) cua phuong phap
nghién ctru khoa hoc xa hdi ma bai viét nay st dung la tham khao mot
phan tir khai niém “mé thirc” (paradigm) ciia Thomas Kuhn. Kuhn cho
rang khai niém va y nghia ctia “mo thirc” thudng da dang va da nghia, bai
nay duya theo gi6i thuyét vé khai niém nay trong phan cudi cuén sach The
Structure of Science Revolution (Két cdu cia cach mang khoa hoc), theo
d6: “mo thirc” 1a chi mot chinh thé bao gém niém tin, gia tri va phuong
phép nghién ctru dugc moi thanh vién trong mot cong déng nghién ctru
tiép thu cong nhan.”"’

Con “chuyén dich mé thirc” c6 nghia 1a gi, cling c6 nhiéu cach noi
khéc nhau'®, bai viét nay khong rap khudn hoan toan theo Kuhn, tic 1a:
tur “khoa hoc binh thudong” (normal science) dén su XuAt hién “di thuong”
(anormaly), “nguy co” (crisis), cho dén khi dién ra tranh luan giita cac
mo thire, cudi ciing chdp nhan va xac nhin mot mé thirc méi. Trong bai

viét ndy, “dich chuyén mé thirc” 1a chi phuwong phap nghién ctru khoa hoc
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xd hoi vé& hanh vi con ngudi tir chd moé phong quan diém, phuong phap
va gia tri cta khoa hoc ty nhién chuyén dich thanh mén Dién dich hoc va
co so “ly thuyét Iy giai” ciia né6 ma Hans-Georg Gadamer va Paul
Ricoeur 1a dai biéu, rdi gi6i dinh thanh “Ly giai khoa hoc xi hoi”
(interpretive social science)'’.

Nhu trinh bay & trén, khoa hoc xa hdi tir chd md phong khoa hoc tur
nhién, ky vong c6 thé quy nap moi tu liéu vé hanh vi con nguoi, dong
thoi lai gia thiét rang giita chung cling c6 thé quy nap va giai thich,
nhung can thong qua xay dung cac khai niém “phi ngir canh” vira c6 tinh
phé bién, thuyét minh mdi quan hé nhan qua ton tai giita cac tu lidu.
Nhung cach gian wdc hoa tai lidu (ddi twong nghién ctru) ¢6 ¥ nghia cu
thé thanh nhimg trudng hop ca biét ¢ tinh quy luat phd bién va phi ngit
canh nhu vay, chinh 14 sai 1dm co ban ctia khoa hoc x3 hdi trong nghién
ctru hanh vi con ngudi ma Dién dich hoc ciia Gadamer va Ricoeur d3 chi
ra. Cac cong trinh Phwong phap va chan ly (Truth and Method) cia
Gadamer va Dién dich hoc va Khoa hoc nhdn van (Hermeneutics and the
Human Science) cua Ricoeur chinh 1a phé phan can ban viéc khoa hoc xa
hoi trong qua khtr da tach biét hai nguyén té co ban cdu thanh hanh vi
con nguodi phan tach la tach bach gitta sy kién (event) voi y nghia
(meaning). Nguoc lai, Ly giai khoa hoc x4 hoi chinh 1a két hop mdi quan
h¢ qua lai gitra su kién va y nghia, trén co s¢ do thiét 1ap lai mot mo thirc
méi nham 1y giai vé& hanh vi ctia con ngudi®®.

Trudc hét, Dién dich khoa hoc x3 hoi giéng nhu Gadamer d3 nhin
manh, khong dong ¥ v6i 1y thuyét cho riang khi giai thich vé& hanh vi con
ngudi thi ¢6 thé thoat ly khoi lich sir va bdi canh xung quanh nha
nghién ctru, nhu ngdn ngit, gia tri va truyén thong®'. Tuy nhién, Weber
trude day ciing da noi rd phan doan chu quan ciia ngudi nghién ctu it
s& anh huong dén cach chon vin dé va phwong hudéng nghién ciru cua
anh ta’2. Nhung ong khong gidng v6i Gadamer 1a suy nghi t&i viéc phan
doan chu quan cua ngudi nghién ctru rét cuc nay sinh tac dung gi trong
qué trinh 1y giai van d&. Ly giai khoa hoc xa hoi chi ra rang, diéu kién
lich sir cia nha nghién ctru khong nhitng xuat hién khi bat dau qué trinh
nghién ctru, ma con cdu thanh diéu kién tit yéu (necessary condition)
trong sudt qué trinh nghién ciru ctia anh ta. Theo cach noéi cia Gadamer,
“thién kién” ctia nguoi giai thich (interpreter) khong nhitng 1a ngit canh
(context) cuia qué trinh giai thich, ma ciing 1a dong lyc thuc day kha
nang ly giai®’.
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N6i cach khac, 1y giai ctia ngudi nghién ciru vé hanh vi ¢6 ¥ nghia cia
con ngudi thi khong thé nay sinh tir thé gidi riéng biét noi ma chang hé
nhan dugc dnh hudng gia tri ciia anh ta. Trong qua trinh ly gidi, ¥ nghia
ctia hanh vi con ngudi khong thé don thudn dugce chuyén doi thanh khai
niém khong lién quan gi dén su lya chon gia tri cia mot ) ngudi nghién
ctru (hodc thude vé mot cong doéng nghién ctru). Cho nén, nguoc lai véi
khoa hoc x3 hoi mudn gdy anh huéng dén céc tri thire va quy luat khach
quan, Ly giai khoa hoc xd hoi tin rang “y nghia” cta “hanh vi duoc 1y
giai” khong nén 1a loai y nghia dugc cho 1a ton tai khach quan bén trong
nhitng tu lidu, hodc ciing khong nén 1a nhiing tri thire 1y thuyét phu hop
voi quy luat phd bién. Nguoce lai, “y nghia” dugc 1y giai 1a ¥ nghia van
hanh theo “dién dich tuan hoan” (Hermeneutics circle) nhu cach néi cia
Gadamer: 13 ¥ nghia cta cai goi 1a “chu thé twong tic” (inter - subjective)
duogc tao nén boi sy twong tdc va nhan biét 13n nhau gitta nguoi quan sat
(the observer) va ddi tuong dwoc quan sat (the observed). N6i 16 hon 13,
tri thirc ctia khoa hoc xa hoi khong nhing 1a y nghia ban thé lién quan
dén d6i trong dugc quan sat, ciing khong thé 1a thién kién dwgc phan anh
boi riéng ngudi nghién ciru, ma 1a thude vé mot loai tri thirc c6 tinh
khoang dat va co tinh thyc tién lién quan dén moi ¥ nghia ciia con ngudi
(bao gém bdi canh lich st ban than ngudi nghién ctru) san sinh trong qua
trinh quan sat hanh vi con nguoi.

Thir hai, Ly giai khoa hoc xa hdi cho réng néu muc dich cta khoa hoc
xa hoi khi Iy giai vé hanh vi con nguoi vAn ndim & chd mé rong tri thirc
(tu 1y giai) ciia chung ta vé moi y nghia ciia con nguoi, nhu thé thi mé
thie tu duy ctua khoa hoc xa hdi mdt mat s€ khong thiét lap trén co so
cong cu ly tinh (technological reason), ciing tirc 14 s& khong tiép nhan
phuong phap khdo sat cua khoa hoc xa hdi so ky: quy nap moi thu cta
con nguoi vao pham tru co thé thao tung va quan ly; mat khac, khoa hoc
xa hdi s€ khong nén tuan theo logic Iy tri (theoretical/ logical reason),
ciing tirc 1a s& khong chip nhén rang ¥ nghia hanh vi ctia con ngudi chi 1a
quyét dinh boi mot s6 két cau logic va quy luat dong nhat. Nguoc lai, Ly
giai khoa hoc xa hoi da gidi dinh mo6 thuc tu tuong cua minh la thiét lap
trén co s¢ “thyc tién 1y tinh” (practical reason)*.

Cai goi 1a “thuc tién Iy tinh” 1a chi mot dang 1y tinh nhu sau: n6 c6 thé
khién con nguoi biét rd 1am thé nao tir trong thuc tién doi séng c6 duogc
mot loai tri thirc cin bang giita cai “phd bién” (universal) va “ca biét”
(particular)®. Ly giai khoa hoc xa hoi khang dinh tri thirc v& hanh vi con
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nguoi do khoa hoc xa hoi 1y giai va thiét 1ap nén 1a c6 ¥ nghia vé mat
thye tién déi v6i x3 hoi ma con nguoi dang ton tai, didu nay cling bao
gbm viéc soi xét ludn Iy trong doi sdng thuc tién, quan tim thé nao 1a doi
séng xa hoi “thién” va “chuin muc”, cling nhu mo rong tam hiéu biét cua
chiing ta ddi voi ban than va thé gi¢i xung quanh®. Vi vy, tri thirc khoa
hoc xa hoi mot mat khong 18 thude vao tri thirc 1y thuyét chiu anh huong
ctia khoa hoc ty nhién ma lai khong lién quan truc tiép thuc té cua con
nguoi; mat khac, no lai khong gidng hoan toan vai tri thirc khoa hoc nhin
van c6 tinh quy pham, bai vi tri thirc mang tinh thuc tién ciia né duoc
Xuét phat tir nhitng phan tich vé thuc tai x3 hoi cua con nguoi, déng thoi
ciing khong phai 1a dem “tinh x4c thyc” ciia nd gan cho mét nén tang gia
tri quyén uy khac nim ngoai thé gi6i kinh nghiém (thyc tién)*’.

Thir ba, néu Ly giai khoa hoc xa hoi tiép thu viéc 1y giai vé y nghia
ctia hanh vi con ngudi khong phai 1 su xac 1ap trén Iy thuyét co tinh quy
ludt va théng nhét “phi ngit canh”, ma 1a mot qua trinh 1y giai bao gdm
“hiéu ing v thuc lich st (effective historical consciousness) cia nguodi
nghién clru trong d6, hon nita muc dich cua no 1a nham thiét 1ap mat loai
tri thirc co tinh chi dan ddi v6i doi sdng thyc tidén. Nhu vay, moi ly giai
vé mot chudi hién tugng hanh vi déu khong bat budc phai theo mot 1y
thuyét ¢ dinh phé bién, nguoc lai, cung lic co thé tOn tai rit nhiéu két
qua khac nhau nhung lai thich hop véi dbi twong dugc Iy giai. Noi cach
khac, d6i véi Ly giai khoa hoc xa hoi ma néi thi khong cé phuong phap
hoic trinh ty khach quan phd bién co thé do dém va phan doan day du
duogc cai gi 1a “that”, “gia” giita cac két qua Iy giai khac nhau®®. Ngay ca
thuyét “phan ching” (falsification) ma Karl R. Popper (1902 -1994) dua
ra ciing khong hoan toan 1a phuong phép khach quan nham kiém nghiém
cac két qua ly giai cia khoa hoc xa hdi. B&1i vi, sy phan biét gitra 1y gidi 1
va 1y giai 2 khong phai & chd sy khac nhau vé d6 chinh xac (degree of
precision) dua ra khi ly giai vé thue thé dugc quan sat. Sy khac nhau gitra
chang c6 1& giéng nhu Jacques Derrida di noi, biéu hién & két qua trong
qué trinh giai thich khac nhau, két qua trd choi (play) khac nhau cia cac
chii thé trong qua trinh 1y giai®.

Tuy vay, dién dich khoa hoc xa hoi lai khong dimg trén lap trudong
thuyét sir ludn (historicism) hay thuyét twong ddi (relativism) phd bién
hién nay®’. Thuyét st luan vao thé ky XIX tin twong rang viéc Iy giai co
thé coi 1a “x4c thuc” thi cdn phai quay vé bdi canh lich sir dwong thoi ciia
ban than tu liéu, dé tranh xen 1an chi quan. Suy rong ra, su ly giai vé bat
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ctr sy kién lich st ndo ciing chi c6 thé tién hanh dudi diéu kién tuong
d6i*'. Dién dich khoa hoc xa hoi khong dam sa vao cai kho cua chil nghia
lich str, 1a bai vi nguyén do anh huong ciia Dién dich Triét hoc. Mot mit,
no tiép nhan tién dé “giai thich tuan hoan” ma Gadamer dua ra, sy ly giai
c6 kha ning khong phai chi bit dau sau khi thoat khoi han ché lich st cua
ban than nguoi 1y giai, ma 1a mot loai ¥ nghia chu thé dugc két tinh boi
qua trinh thong qua sy tuong tac va tham dy 1an nhau gira ngudi quan
sat va doi tuong duoc quan sat. Loai y nghia c6 théng qua giai thich nay
c¢6 y nghia hodc c6 “chin Iy (truth) 1 béi vi nd duoc kién tao trén mot
loai tri thirc ¢6 tinh chi dn d6i v6i doi séng thuc tién cia ngudi thuc
hién ly giai.

Ngoai ra, Ly giai khoa hoc xa hoi nhiéu lac bi phé phan 1a dé sa vao
két qua cua thuyét trong ddi. Loai phé phan nay van Ia tir 1ap trudng cia
khoa hoc tw nhién, né cha yéu nham vao viéc ly giai khoa hoc xa hoi da
bo qua phuong phép ly gidi khach quan ma chu nghia khoa hoc trude kia
timg theo dudi. Nhung nhu chiing t6i da néi, Ly giai khoa hoc xa hoi
chip nhan sy phdn r& va khac biét gitra cac loai Iy giai, d6 hoan toan
khong phai do gitra chung tdn tai su khac biét vé do chuin xac, ma 1a su
thuc va két qua tat yéu ctia “cudc choi”. Néu 1a nhu thé, Ly giai khoa hoc
x3 hoi khong nhét thiét phai chii trong dau hiéu cia thuyét twong dbi ma
nd mang theo.

Trén thuc té, Dién dich khoa hoc x3 hoi tuy bo qua nhirng ti€u chuén
khach quan cua khoa hoc ty nhién, nhung nhu thé khong c6 nghia 1 1y
gidi cia nod nhat dinh thé hién y kién cua cha quan. Mot mat, Weber tirng
thir thiét 1ap tinh khach quan cua khoa hoc xa hoi theo cach khac, tuc la
cai thudc vé mdi quan hé nhan qua nay sinh giita cdc hanh vi co ¥
nghia*’. Cho di Weber dua ra lap trudng nham cai chinh nén tang tinh
khach quan khoa hoc xi hoi, nhung & phuwong dién khac, d6i v6i Ly giai
khoa hoc xa hdi ma noi, sy cai chinh nay chéng qua la du am cua khoa
hoc ty nhién. Nhung ngoai phé phan Weber, Dién dich khoa hoc xa hoi
lai khac v6i thuyét twong ddi. Ddi voi sy khac biét gitta cac 1y giai vé
hanh vi (co y nghia) ciia con ngudi, Dién dich khoa hoc xa hdi khong cho
rang tinh hinh nay s& khong tiép dién mai mai trong mot bdi canh nhat
dinh nao dé. B&i vi, khoa hoc xa hoi coi thuc tai cua thé gidi1 kinh nghiém
1a xudt phat diém, cac loai Iy giai c6 thé duoc cac cong dong nghién ctru
tiép thu hay khong, thi can phai xem luén chiing (argument) cta ho c6 du
tinh thuyét phuc va tinh chén thyc hay khong™.
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Con nita, ddi v&i van dé lua chon gilta cac luan chirng, Kuhn da chira,
su canh tranh, tiép nhan va dao thai gitra cac ludn ching khac nhau trén
thyc té 1a ¢6 lién quan dén viéc chung c6 duoc da sb trong cac nhom hodc
cong ddng nghién ciru ddng thuan (consensus) hay khong. Kién giai cua
Kuhn hoan toan khong giy tré ngai cho 1ap truong cua Dién dich khoa
hoc xa hoi dbi voi nhu cau luan ching. Boi vi, Dién dich hoc di chip
nhan trong qua trinh ly giai ndy sinh nhitng phan dodn gia tri theo luya
chon chii quan, day ciing 14 diéu kién tat yéu cu thanh sy 1y giai. Vi vay,
két qua loai luan ching nao dé phai ching cudi cung duoc tiép nhan thi
c6 strc thuyét phuc cang 16n, tuy nd van phai chiju anh hudng cua nhan tb
kiéu chinh tri d6 1a “sy dong y cua da s6”, nhung nhén td nay ciing khong
thé tro thanh 1y do cho rang khoa hoc xi hoi phai ching s& sa vao thuyét
chii quan hay thuyét twong dbi.

Cudi cung, d6i voi Dién dich khoa hoc xi hoi ma néi, co sé dé 1y giai
n6 c6 “tinh khach quan” hay khong van 1a & chd:

a, Tri thirc mang tinh thuc tién cta nd duoc xac lap tir sy nghién cuu
va ly giai ddi véi hanh vi trai nghiém hién thuc cu thé, muc dich cia no
12 mo rong su ty hidu biét cua ching ta vé thé gidi kinh nghiém, vi vay,
no6 khac vai khoa hoc nhan van.

b, Ly tri thuc tién ma Dién dich khoa hoc x3 hoi dé xudng 1a mot loai
tri thirc ¢6 tac dung chi din dao dirc trong doi sng thirc té dwoc xac 1ap
tir s bat budc théng qua qué trinh ty phé binh va bién ching cong khai**.

3. Nhin lai phwong phap, ly ludn nghién ctru ton gido cua khoa
hoc xa hdi trueée ddy va nhirng van dé ton tai ciia né

Phan trinh bay trén day chi yéu 1a lam rd mdi quan hé giira khoa hoc
xa hoi va khoa hoc tu nhién, muc dich nhdm néu 1én viéc phuong phap
khoa hoc xa hoi trudc kia da chiu anh hudéng cua “chu nghia khoa hoc”
(scientism) nhu thé nao, ddng thoi chi ra gin ddy c6 mot s6 nha khoa hoc
xa hoi do tiép thu Dién dich hoc da ly giai lai viéc “ly giai”, tir d6 thu
thong qua phuong thirc chuyén dich mé thirc, dé xuat phuong huéng méi
cho nghién ctru Dién dich khoa hoc xa hoi. Trén thuc té, chung ta trude
hét can phai truy nguoc vé anh huéng cua “chi nghia khoa hoc” trong
khoa hoc xa hoi, thi méi cang nhan thirc dugc nhitng vin dé vé phuong
phép va ly luan cua khoa hoc xa hdi trude day khi nghién ctru vé hanh vi
ton gido clia con nguoi, tir d6 di sdu nhan thirc 16 sy ndm bat va 1y giai
phién dién va khong hoan thién ciia khoa hoc xa héi v& hanh vi ton gio.
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Khoa hoc xa hoi hién dai coi hanh vi ton gido 1a ddi tuong nghién curu
khach quan, xuat phat diém co ban nhat ctia n6 trude tién la phu nhan ton
gido co y chi, dau hiéu va muc dich chan thuc cua “cai thi€ng” hoac “cai
siéu viét”; nguoc lai coi ton gido 1a mot loai phan ung cta doi séng xa
hoéi ma con ngudi ty tao ra trong thé giéi tw nhién. Nhu Ludwig
Feuerbach da noi: “chéng qua su dua dam tinh cam cua con nguoi da tao
ra mot vi than”. Xuit phat tir gia thiét thuc té “hu a0” (illusory) d6 cua
t6n gido, cac khoa hoc xi hoi di dung 1y luan va ngdn ngit ciia mdi nganh
khoa hoc (discipline) dé giai thich mot cach 1y tri vé ton gido xem ra 1a
phi Iy tri kia, bao gdm ban chét, sy ra doi, phat trién va chirc ning cia ton
giao. Két qua, diém chung vé mit 1y luadn cua cac khoa hoc xa hoi vé ton
gido 1a ky vong dem “thyc t& hu 40” d6 giai thich thanh nhitng thuc té
ctia tm 1y, xd hoi hodc sinh 1y c6 thé hiéu duoc (intelligible), roi tién toi
cho ring ¢ tang dién chirc nang (functional) n6 bao gdm ca céc tac dung
c6 gia tri xa hdi hodc tam sinh Iy mot cach tich cuc hodc tiéu cuec.

Tt hai phuong di¢n phuong phap va muc dich ma noi, giai thich cua
khoa hoc x4 hoi vé ton gido van la ké thura nhiing sai 14m cua khoa hoc xi
hoi khi m6 phong khoa hoc tu nhién di Iy gidi nhitng hanh vi ¢6 y nghia
ctiia con nguoi. Bit dau tir do, khoa hoc x3 hoi giai thich ton gido la thuc
té tam ly, xa hoi hodc sinh ly cua con ngudi, muc dich 1a mubn chung
minh tinh chinh xac va phd bién vé mat ly ludn khach quan cua mdi
nganh khoa hoc vé hanh vi con nguoi. Hon nita, chinh 1a dem hanh vi ton
gido quy nap thanh dan ching c4 biét cho 1y luan khach quan cua ban
than nganh khoa hoc d6 ma thoi.

Vi dy, Phan tdm hoc cua Freud da muon mo thirc va van hanh dong
Iuc hoc vat Iy von phd bién & thé ky XIX dé giai thich thé gidi tinh than
ctia con ngudi. Ong chi ra thé gidi tinh than cua chung ta ton tai hai loai
dong luc tinh than (psychological forces) xung d6t 1dn nhau. No6i don
gian tirc 1a nguyén tic thuc t& cia ham muén tinh duc vo thirc va trong
thé gioi y thirc. Cac loai hanh vi ctia con ngudi xem ra 1a vo thic, phi Iy
tinh va khong thé 1y giai, vi du: gidc mo, tinh than phan liét, nghi 1& ton
gi4o, v.v... trong 1y luan phan tim hoc cua Freud déu duoc giai thich 1a
su biéu dat tiém an (disguised expression) va su thuc hién (fulfillment)
ctia ham muén tinh duc vé thirc bi tc ché (repressed). Boi vay, vi du
hanh vi mang tinh tip quan trong nghi 1& ton gido dugc giai thich thanh
nhu mot sé hanh vi mang tinh tdp quan va mang tinh cudng bic
(obsessive actions) ctia ngurdi bénh tim than, ¥ nghia chan thyuc nhung lai
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an tang ctia n6 chinh 1a mot mat thé hién phuong phéap thuc hién ciia ham
mudn tinh duc v thirc bi e ché, nhung dong thoi trén thuc chat lai phan
anh sy xung dot gitra hai lyc luong tinh thin 12 ham muén tinh duc v
thirc va nguyén tac hién thuc®. Theo Freud, y nghia chéan thyc ctia hanh
vi ton gido (bao gdm kinh nghiém) chi 14 twong trung cho mot chudi hoat
dong tinh than chan thyc khac, trong d6 an chira qua trinh tiém thirc cia
thé gi6i tinh than cua con ngudi.

Giai thich cuia khoa hoc xd hoi vé ton gido vé co ban 1a dem ¥ nghia
ctia hanh vi ton gido dit vao hé thong 1y thuyét ciia ban than phan nganh
khoa hoc nao d6 cia nd dé Iy giai, két qua chi la thuyét minh cho 1y
thuyét quy luat ma nganh khoa hoc xa hoi nao d6 ngoai “ton gido™ da xac
1ap nén khi nghién ctru vé hanh vi con ngudi ma thoi. Giai thich ton gido
theo md thirc ndy, vé mit phuong phép ching qua 13 tiép ndi nhitng van
dé ma khoa hoc xa hoi trudc kia ¢ mo phong khoa hoc ty nhién dé Iy
giai hanh vi con nguoi, hon nita da sai 1am khi dem nhitng hanh vi ton
gido thudc vé mot lac, mot noi, mot cong déng c6 y nghia bdi canh thuc
té gian udc thanh mot loai chirmg minh hodc mg dung mé rong cho 1y
thuyét hodc quy luat cua mot khoa hoc nao do.

Mot cach 1y giai khac cua khoa hoc xd hoi vé ton gido hoan toan
khong bat dau voi cau hoi “ban chit cia ton gido 1a gi” (what is the
nature of religion), thir && nguyén dién mao nguyén so cua ton gido va
chi bat dau tir anh huong cua ton gido dén su phat trién cua xa hoi, vin
hoa va nhan cach con ngudi, thuyét minh chirc ning tac dung cua ton
gi4o. Vi du, B. Malinowski va E. Durkheim déu 1a dai biéu cua truong
phai chirc nang ton gido.

Chu thuyét chuc nang van hoa (cultural functionalism) cua
Malinowski chi ra rang trong cac hinh thirc vin hoa ton tai trong cic xa
hdi lich st khiac nhau, déu mang mot $6 muc dich co6 y nghia cua cong
ddng van hoa d6. Pbi v6i nhitng hanh vi “phi 1y tinh” cta dan toc nguyén
thiy ma noi, tuy ddi v6i nguoi hién dai duong nhu 1a phi Iy tinh va
khong thé 1y giai, nhung muyc dich va tac dung ctia ban than hanh vi d6
d6i v6i chu thé hoat dong 1a c¢6 thé hiéu va hitu hiéu, déu 1a nham dap
g nhu cau tm 1y va vét chat (needs-satisfying) ctia c4 nhan hodc cong
déng. Vi dy, chirc nang cua ton gido va ma thuat, ddi vai con nguoi séng
& thoi dai tién khoa hoc chinh 1a cung cap cho ho mét loai phuong phap
thuc dung va hiru hi¢u nam ngoai pham vi ky thuat va tri thirc duong thoi
khi ddi dién véi sy uy hiép thién tai hodc van ménh bét kha tri®.
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Tuong ty nhu vy, thuyét chirc ning xa hoi (social functionalism) cuia
Durkheim chinh 1a giai thich ton gido di phat huy chtc nang nhu thé nao
d6i voi “chinh thé xa hoi” (social solidarity) trong hai loai x hoi truyén
théng va hién dai. Theo Durkheim, t6 hop x4 hoi co ban cua xi hoi
truyén thong chinh 14 x4y dung trén co s& moi nguoi tudn thi cac quy
pham gia tri tap thé, vi viy nhitng biéu trung c6 tinh quyén uy s& duy tri
va tiép ndi nhitng gié trj tdp thé mot cach hitu hidu nhit. Vi du, ton gido
(bao gdm gido 1y, nghi 1& va té chirc) chinh 13 trung gian hiru hiéu nhat
cung cap gia tri tip thé va duy tri én dinh trat ty x3 hoi truyén thdng.
Nhung tir xa hoi truyén thong quéa do6 1én xa hoi hién dai, do két cau cua
x3 hoi hién dai 1a két qua cua su phan cong chit chd va chuyén nghiép
hoa, r0i trén co s¢ do phu thudc va ¢6 két 13n nhau, boi vay, quy pham va
su tuan thu gia tri mang tinh tap thé trude kia déu di nguoc chiéu v6i cac
quan ni€m gia tri theo sy phan cong cua xa hoi hién dai. Nhu vay, gia tri
tap thé truyén thong ciia cac ton giao khong thé tiép tuc phat huy chirc
ning cua nd d6i véi chinh thé xa hoi. Tir nhitng diém phan tich nay,
Durkheim di sdu cho ring ton gido truyén théng s& dan bién mat trong
qua trinh phat trién khong nhitng ctia xa hoi hién dai, hoac sé€ xuét hién
hinh thai méi dé thich tmg voi xa hoi hién dai®’.

Giai thich vé ton gido ciia trudng phai chirc ning nhu néu trén tuy
khong quy két ton gido 1a “hu 40”, chi néu ra tac dung gia tri cia ton giao
d6i v6i van hoa xa hoi trude ddy, nhung vé mat phuong phéap va 1y ludn,
giai thich ctia n6 vé ton gio van 1 chiu anh hudng va han ché cua thuyét
tién bo trong khoa hoc ty nhién. Bgi vi y nghia cua hanh vi t6n gido chi
c6 thé thuyét minh dwa vao ung dung hoic mé rong Iy thuyét ban than
phan nganh khoa hoc xa hi nao do.

Mot mat, vai trd chirc ning nio cta tén gido dugc nhin nhan 1y thuyét
khoa hoc x3 hdi phan tich nhu thé nao vé& d6i twong nghién ctru vén o cua
nganh khoa hoc d6 va ca su phat trién bién ddi cua né trong qua khir. Vai
trd chirc nang clia ton gido chi 1a mot bién s trong qua trinh phan tich ciia
mdt s6 1y thuyét khoa hoc xa hoi. Khong nhiing vay, cac vai trd chirc ning
hodc tich cuc hodc ti€u cuc ctua ton gido thi lai hét stc phu thuée vao
nhitng 1y thuyét d6 phan doan nhu thé nao nhu cau va gia tri trong twong
lai ctia ton gido d6i v6i ddi twong nghién ciru von co cua nganh d6. Nhu
thé, ¥ nghia ctia hanh vi ton gido khong chi bi bé budc vio trong mét loai
suy nghi coi trong “gia tri sir dung”, hon nita bi quyét dinh trong vin dé
nghién ctru va khung phan tich ma ly thuyét khoa hoc xa hoi da lua chon.
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Mit khéc, diéu quan trong la, ly thuyét khoa hoc xa hoi, bao gé)m
truong phai chirc ning khi giai thich vé ton gido thuong 4n diu mot loai
gia thiét gia tri van hoa ciia chu thuyét khoa hoc 1y tinh. Mot sb nha
khoa hoc xa hdi tu giac hoac khong tu giac tin réng tri thirc hién dai cua
khoa hoc xd hoi 1y tinh khién cho ton gido truyén théng mat di nhiing
tac dung ma né gay dung theo gia tri cua con nguoi trong qua khir, ton
giao s€ tu nhién bién mét. Trén thuc té, c6 hoc gia chi ra mot sb nha
tam 1y hoc hién dai nhu Jean Piaget (1896 - 1980), Lawrence Kohlberg
(1927 - 1987) va Erik Erikson (1902 - 1994) di dua ra ly thuyét vé su
truong thanh nhan cach theo kiéu giai doan cua sy “chin chin” va “sirc
khoé”, da vugt qua dugc thtr bac goi 1a mé ta khach quan, c6 vai tro
cung cép va bién hd cho xa hdi hién dai mdt loai 1y tudng gia tri van
hoa theo chu nghia ca nhan®®. Ngoai ra, mdt sb nha khoa hoc xa hoi
truéc diy cling dd dwa ra 1y thuyét ton gido “thé tuc hoéa”
(secularization), qua trinh chan thuc nay, nhu chu thuyét nay néi l1a
thoat ra khoi quy dao cac nha khoa hoc xa hoi mé ta khach quan vé thé
gioi thiéng ton gido va xi hoi thé tuc hién dai, dd phan anh va cing ¢
niém tin cua con ngudi hién dai dbi v6i xa hoi 1y tinh, tic 13 khing dinh
va theo dudi mot “xa hoi ly tinh” (rational society) dugc xay dung trén
nguyén tic Iy tinh ma moi nguoi ciing tudn th.

Tom lai, giai thich ctia khoa hoc xa hoi trudc day vé ban chit va chuc
ning cua ton giao, phuong phap nghién ciru va két luan co ban ctia nganh
khoa hoc nay van chiu anh huong vé muc dich, phuong phap va gia tri
cua khoa hoc ty nhi€n ma ngay tu dau né 1é thude, vi vay hanh vi ton
gi4o bao ham ca thé gidi ¥ nghia da ting, néu khong phai bi gian udc
thanh vi du ing dung dé khoa hoc xa hoi di chirng minh ly thuyét khach
quan cua no, thi cting bi chinh chu thuyét 1y tinh cua khoa hoc xa hoi loai
trir hodc phu nhan. Hodc gia, khoa hoc xa hoi cho rang cé thé tiép ndi
thanh cong ctia khoa hoc tu nhién trudc kia, dung ngoén ngit khoa hoc
moi di thay thé tac dung gia tri Iy twong ma ton gido timg tao dung cho
xa hoi trudce kia.

4. Tir géc do Dién dich hgc, xem xét muc dich ciia nghién ciru
khoa hoc xa hdi vé ton gizo: mdi quan tAm ciia cong chiing

Céng hién ctia Dién dich hoc ma Gadamer dé xuéng ddi véi mé thire
Iy luén khoa hoc xa hoi 1a d3 chi ra bt cir loai quan sat va mé ta vé hanh
vi con ngudi ciing at da bao ham mot két cAu “Iy giai” (interpretation).
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Mot mit, tu liéu vé hanh vi duoc quan sat da khong thé duoc chip
nhan 1a su thyuc thuan tuy, nguoc lai da bao ham y nghia sau khi da dugc
Iy giai qua, trong d6 bao gdm muc dich va ¥ nghia mang tinh Iya chon da
dugc chuyén tai ngay trong bdi canh ban dau cua no, cing véi y nghia
ctia viéc Iya chon va tai giai thich co tinh thién kién chu quan ciia ngudi
duoc quan sat.

Mit khéc, bat ctr viée trinh bay lai ndo vé& hanh vi clia con ngudi ciing
can phai thong qua mot hé thdng ngdn ngir dé biéu dat va tai hién. Nhung
theo 1y giai ciia Dién dich hoc vé ngdn ngit, ban than ngdn ngit khong
don thudn 13 mot loai cong cu giao tiép trung 1ap, ma con chira day
truyén thong va bdi canh ting trai ctia van hoa, lich str, xa hoi ca biét. Vi
vay, néu khoa hoc x3 hdi ky vong co thé xac 1ap mét loai ngoén nghr 1y
luén c6 tinh phi ngir canh va phi lich sir, ma lai c¢6 thé giai thich mot cach
hé théng va khach quan vé hanh vi con nguoi, thi muc ti€u nay ngay tu
khi bat dau da bi that bai*’. Robert Bellah d3 noi o rﬁng: “Khoa hoc xa
hoi khong phai 1a mdt loai hoat dong nhén thirc thoat ly khoéi hién thuc”
(“Social science is not a disembodie cognitive enterprise”)*.

Nhu rét nhiéu hoc gia cong nhan sau khi suy nghi vé phuong phap khoa
hoc x3 hdi cua Dién dich hoc, mo thic tu duy cua khoa hoc xa hoi khong
nén lai dua vao phuong phdp mang tinh phi nglt canh cta khoa hoc tu
nhién, ma nén thiét lap trén mot loai “ly tinh thuc tién”. Néi cach khac,
khoa hoc xa hdi khong nén lai dugc coi 1a mot loai khoa hoc khach quan
khong hé lién quan t6i bdi canh xa hoi, nguoc lai, ban than né 1a mot hoat
dong cua thuc tién xa hoi (social practice), thong qua 1y giai vé hanh vi con
ngudi dang sdng trong mot bdi canh cy thé thude qua khir va hién tai, ciing
v6i sy tu 1y giai ciia ¢4 nhan hodc cong dong dbi véi nhitng van dé cua
chinh bdi canh sé tai, thém vao d6 1a sy phan doan va lya chon cua ho ddi
voi hién thuc mang gia tri Iy tuong trong tuong lai - bao gdm thé nao méi
14 mdt nhan cach “tdt” hodc mét hién thuc xa hoi “t6t”. Vi vy, v6i mo
thirc “Iy tinh thue tién” d6, Robert Bellah cho rang ngudi nghién ciru khoa
hoc x3 hoi phai gan nhu 14 mot “triét gia cong ching” (public philosopher),
cong viée cia anh ta chinh 14 théng qua viée 1am r3, bién chimg, 1y giai vé
tinh hinh cu thé cta con nguoi va xa hdi, tim ra tur bdi canh d6 mét loai suy
tu dao dirc (moral reflection) mang tinh ty phé phan™'.

Néu sy phat trién ctia khoa hoc xa hoi di theo phuong hudng néi trén,
thoat khoi khudn khé khoa hoc ty nhién va gi6i dinh lai vi thé, phuong
phép va muc dich khoa hoc cho ban than, thi Iy giai cia khoa hoc xa hi
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vé ¥ nghia hanh vi ton gido va mdi quan hé ddi 1ap giira khoa hoc xa hoi
véi ton gido s€ co su chuyén dich vé& mat mo thirc.

Trén thuc té, trai nghiém ton gido va thé giéi ¥ nghia ludén mang tinh
quy pham (normative) va tinh ti hau (ultimate), va ciing phai thong qua
ngdn ngit dé biéu dat. Nhung ngon ngit ton gido khac véi cac loai ngdn
ngit dién dat khac, nhu ngdn ngir cia doi séng, khoa hoc va van hoc,
chinh 13 vi nd chi nay sinh ¥ nghia ddc thu dbi véi cong dong dirc tin
(community of faith) ctia nd va tré thanh than phan dac thu cta chinh ho.
Hon nita, nhu 1y giai vé ngdn ngit ton gido cta Ricoeur: n6 1a mot loai
dién ngon (discourse) hét strc dic thu lién quan dén su phan doan vé thé
gidi nay, chinh la vi né co thé vach ra sy ton tai va chan ly theo mdt
chiéu kich khac ngoai thé gidi ngén ngit hién thuc (new dimensions of
reality and truth)*®. Puong nhién, dbi v6i ngudi nghe khong thude cong
ddng ctia n6 ma ndi, giébng nhu 10i cia Freud: t6n gido gan nhu giéng voi
hanh vi tinh thdn phan liét, boi vi ca hai dudng nhu déu 1a vo y nghia
(senseless) va tham chi 1a ngu mudi (stupid)™®.

Ngon ngir ton gido bao ham dic tinh mau thun do, chinh la diéu ma
Iy luén cua khoa hoc x3 hoi vé ton gido dd bo qua hodc khong thé 1y giai
thich dang. Két qua, khoa hoc xa hoi thuong dung ngon ngit, phuong
phap va tiéu chuin khoa hoc c6 logic 1y tinh di phan doan vé y nghia cua
t6n gido. Sw dbi 1ap cua ca hai biéu hién trong khoa hoc xa hi 1a néu nhu
khong phai 1a dem t6n gido gian luoc hoa thanh thyc thé va chirc ning
ctia tam 1y, x3 hoi va sinh 1y, thi ciing két luan mot cach sai 1Am tén gido
la hu ao.

Phan két luan cia bai viét nay, chung t6i tin ring khoa hoc xd hoi
néu c6 thé xac 1ap duogc trén co s& Dién dich hoc va 1y tinh thuc tién,
nhu vay thi sy chuyén dich vé& phuong phap sé& c6 thé thay ddi duoc sy
ludn quén va sai 1am trong phuong phédp va két luan cua chu thuyét
khoa hoc khi 1y giai vé ton gido, tir d6 ¢6 thé dwa ra nhirng nghién ctru
c6 tinh tong thé (integrative) va cé su quan sat ddi véi hanh vi ton gido
ctia con nguoi.

Chung to61 nhin manh, muc dich cua Dién dich khoa hoc xa hoi 1a mé
rong su ly gidi cua chiing ta vé thé gi6i kinh nghiém, tinh thuc tién va tri
thirc clia n6 c6 thé chi dan cho chung ta trong doi sdng thuc té. Theo do,
nghién ctru ctia Dién dich khoa hoc x3 hoi vé ton gido nén bao gébm hai
bd phan twong hd nhu sau:
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Trudc hét, ¥ nghia va chan 1y can phai co bdi canh lich sir ban dau cua
no (Sitz im Leben). Vi vay, ting bac y nghia biéu hién ra tir trong lich st
tuy van la biéu dat bang ngdn ngit biéu trung, nhung 1a mot hinh thai y
thirc (ideology) hodc 1y tudng (utopia). Trén thuc té, né lién quan dén cac
hoat dong lich st xa hoi va y nghia gia tri van hoa cu thé. Tac dung lich
sir ctia n6 day co thé 1a sy thach thirc, phé phan hodc hop 1y hoa, bép méo
dbi véi thue tai*!. Vi vay, nghién ctru t6n gido dudi goc do khoa hoc xa
hoi trude tién can khao sat tang dién y nghia lich sir ban dau cua loai
hanh vi ton gido nao d6. Trén thyc té, ting dién y nghia lich s du tién
nay c6 thé 1a mot loai tri thirc thyc tin, c6 thé 1a sy tham khao va chi dan
cho chuing ta trong doi sdng thuc té.

Tht hai, nhu Ricoeur thuong nhan manh, tinh doc dao cua ngon ngir
ton gido 1a n6 co thé thoat khoi ting dién lich sir (historical reference)
ban dau cua no, tir d6 bao ham dugc sy tuyén xung chan 1y ¢6 hinh thirc
tuyét dbi hodc ¥ nghia than hoc c6 tinh chinh thé ¢ tang dién thir cap®.
Din 10i ctia Ricoeur, y nghia cua tang dién thir cip nay 1a qua trinh tir 1y
giai thong qua doc hiéu va su ty 1y giai méi mé co duoc tir xtc dong boi
van ban*®. Vi vay, néu ngudi nghién ciru khoa hoc xa hoi déu gidng nhu
Robert Bellah noi 1a dam nhan vai tro triét gia cong ching, thi tri thirc
khoa hoc x3 hdi mang tinh thyc tién d6 s& co thé dan dat vé mat dao duc
cho doi séng thue té. Nhu vay, nha khoa hoc xa hdi khi nghién ctru ton
gi4o can phai thuc hién d6i thoai voi su tuyén xung vé gia tri tuyét dbi
clia ton gido trong thé gioi hién thuc, xem xét c6 phé phan cac y nghia
than hoc 1am thé nao dé co thé mo rong sy tu 1y giai cia chung ta ddi véi
thé gioi hién thuc, gitp cho 1y luan khoa hoc xa hoi co thé di sau nghién
clru va suy tu vé cac gia tri xa hoi tét dep (good society) va nhan cach tdt
dep (good personality)./.

Tran Anh Dio dich.
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Abstract

PARADIGM SHIFT OF THE STUDY OF RELIGION
AND THE SOCIAL SCIENCES

This article examines the general paradigm of the social scientific
study of religion. It is argued that the opposition between religion and the
social sciences in their classical form may not only be due to the
difference of world-views between traditional and modern culture, but,
more importantly, the social scientist’s methodologically falling into the
trap of scientism modeled upon the natural sciences.

Quite the contrary, hermeneutical social science, vis-a-vis an agreed-
upon social science, suggests a paradigmatic shift to study the meanings
of human action, including religion. It is against meaningful action in the
historical, cultural context to be reduced to a lawful operation; nor purely
objective science of observation and deductive explanation is the object
of investigation. Rather, interpretation of human action is undertaken
tobe a social practice that forms an inter-subjective meaning for a subject
in a situation.

Flowing from this hermeneutical position, this article further suggests
that the social scientific study of religion should refute the positivist goal
that one will somehow reduce the complex world of religion just to be an
instance of an objective theory or universal law in the social sciences.
Rather, the hermeneutical approach begins from the postulate that the
web of religious meaning partially constitutes human existence and
future to such an extent that it needs tobe explicated, clarified,
interpreted, and made accessible to public discourse.

Key words: Model, research, religion, shift, social science.



