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QUAN HE XA HOI TOC NGUOT TAO LAP BOTNGON NG
TRONG TRUYEN KE DIA DANH CUA NGUO'1 THAI O VIET NAM

Nguyén Thi Mai Quyén
Vién Han lam Khoa hoc xa hgi Viét Nam

Tém tdt: Dia danh Vdi twr cach la mét hién twong ciia ngdn ngat hoc dong thei 1a hinh thire
thé hién van héa cira mét cong dong, mét téc nguwoi da/dang hién dién trong ving 1anh thé
ma dia danh ton tai. Nghién citu nay quan tam dén cdc dia danh va nhiing cau chuyén hinh
thanh xung quanh dia danh Thai tgc. Boi thé chling toi tién hanh xem xét cac méi quan hé
x& hgi tée nguoi tir gée dé ngdn ngir thdng qua viéc liét ké, phan logi hé théng dia danh
dong thoi chi ra cdc déc diém, quy tdc hinh thanh nén céc dia danh d6. Nhitng quy tdc nay
chinh 1a cach thize tur duy ciia tée ngueoi, cach ho nhin/quy dinh thé gisi va xac ldp quan hé
cia minh véi thé gidi. Viéc phan tich cac méi quan hé ngdn ngit duoc xdc ldp truéc hét
thong qua hé théng dia danh cho thay ngén ngir ciing la mét trong nhiing phicong tién hitu
hiéu dé céng dong nguoi Thai khang dinh chi quyén doi véi ddt dai, séng niti. Bang cach
gieo nhiing « hat giong ngén tir » - dia danh, téc nguwoi da béc 16 Y thire khang dinh céi toi,
khang dinh sw ton tai ciia minh triede cdc déng dong khéc tir dé ngay cang cing co ving
chdc dia vi ciia minh.

Tir khoa: Quan hé xa héi téc nguoi, ngdbn ngir, truyén ké.

Nhan bai ngay 14.10.2020; gui phan bién, chinh sua va duyét dang ngay 26.10.2020
Lién hé tac gia: Nguyén Thi Mai Quyén; Email: maiquyenmc@gmail.com

1. DAT VAN DE

Ngudi Thai — mot trong nhitng dan toc it ngudi co dan sé dong ¢ Viét Nam. Néu voi
c4c toc ngudi Tay Nguyén, ring gan bo véi doi sdng cu dan, ring nudi sdng ho va rirng am
anh ho, “rimng phu kin phan 16n khu vuc séng ctia cu dan ban dia, chiém vi tri trung tam cua
ving dat nay. Rung co mat khip noi trong lang, ngoai ray (...) Rung khdng chi 1a lanh dia
cua cac loai thao moc va mudng thi dang ngai day con 1a noi cu tru ddc biét cua cac Yang
cling nhu cdy cbi va hdt, thi nguoi Thai lai gan b6 voi nuéc va mang sac manh, su uyén
chuyén, bién hoa khén ludng cia nudc. Sic manh iy duoc Georges Coedes vi voi “con lut”,
va khi “con lut Thai” tran dén d4u thi nhitng hat mam vin hoa toc nguoi cling duoc gieo toi

! Jacques Dournes (Nguyén ngoc dich) (2013), Ring, Pan ba, Dién loan, NXB Ho6i Nha vin, tr.11.
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d6. Mot trong nhirng hat mam 4y chinh 1a dia danh bang tiéng Thai.

Dja danh Thai xuét hién véi tu cach 1a mot don vi tir vung, mot danh tir riéng, khéng hé
mang tinh ngiu nhién ma ham chira trong né nhiing via ting van hoéa, lich st, ngdn ngi,
nhitng quan niém cia con ngudi va dic diém vung dat. Cung véi sy xuat hién caa dia danh
la nhitng truyén ké dan gian véi tu cach 1a nhitng séng tao cia ngudi dan duoc truyén tir doi
nay sang doi khac. Y nghia caa dia danh trong truyén ké vi thé khong chi la dau chi cho mét
vung dat, mot ban lang hay con séng ngon sudi, dja danh con lai cting ndm thang quan trong
boi c&i duyén cé ma né duoc sinh ra, nhitng trai nghiém gan b6 véi cong ddng van hoa, ngdn
ngit di cung no ton tai da dugc tuong twong, xau chudi thanh nhitng cau truyén ké.

Sau qua trinh diéu tra dién d& két hop véi suu tap trong cic cong trinh da xuat ban, dén
thoi diém hién tai chung t6i di xuat ban mot cong trinh bao gom 119 truyén ké dia danh caa
ngudi Théi & Viét Nam?. Bay déu la nhiing truyén ké ¢ yéu té gidi thich tén goi cuia cac sir
Vat tw nhién ( doi, nli, doc, déo, séng, ho, go, dam,...) va nhitng diém dan cw ( mwong,
ban,...) hogc nhizng cong trinh lién quan tryc tiép dén doi séng, san xudt cua nhan dan (
muong, phai, mé, rugng,...) Ma t&n goi da dirgc xdc dinh trén cac ving lanh thé Viét Nam
6 dan cu Thdi sinh song va ciing 13 d6i twong chi yéu duoc khao sét trong nghién cau nay.
Bang cach phan tich cac ca liéu ngdn ngi, diéu ma ching t6i mudn hudng téi 1a hinh dung
ra mot trong sé nhiing céch thirc ma ngudi Thai két ndi cac nhan té x& hoi dé hinh thanh nén

cai ma G.Condominas goi la “khong gian xa hoi’2.

Dja danh véi tu cach 1a mot hién twong cia ngdn ngir hoc dong thoi 1a hinh thic thé
hién vin hoa cuia mot cong dong, mot toc ngudi di/dang hién dién trong vang lanh thé ma
nd ton tai. Nghién ctru nay quan tdm dén cac dia danh va nhiing cau chuyén hinh thanh xung
quanh dia danh Thai toc. Boi thé chiing tdi tién hanh xem xét cac mdi quan hé xa hoi toc
ngudi tir goc do ngdn ngir thdng qua viéc liét ké, phan loai hé thdng dia danh dong thoi chi
ra cac dic diém, quy tic hinh thanh nén cac dia danh d6. Nhiing quy tic nay chinh la cach
thirc tu duy cta toc nguoi, cach ho nhin/quy dinh thé gisi va xéac 1ap quan hé cia minh véi
thé gioi.

2. NOI DUNG
2.1. Truyén ké dia danh ciia ngwoi Thai & Viét Nam va cac méi quan hé xa hi toc nguoi
tao l1ap béi ngdn ngir

Dja danh duoc sinh ra, phét trién cting vin ho4, va ciing 1a mot hién twong vin héa boi
vi ngdn ngir 1 san pham/thanh phan caa vin héa. Véi tu cach 1a cong cu cua tu duy, ngon
ngit ciia mdi toc ngudi phan anh tu duy thuc tai doi séng cua chinh ho. Cling mét s vat,

2 Xin xem Nguy&n Thi Mai Quyén (2018), Hugi pi n@m muong (Truyén ké dia danh cta ngudi Thai & Viét
Nam), Nxb Van hoc. Ha Noi.

3 Khai niém khong gian xa hoi ma chang t6i st dung dugc dé xuat bai G. Condominas trong cong trinh Khong
gian xa hgi viing Pong Nam A. Theo dng thi: “khong gian xa hgi la cai khong gian dwgc xac dinh boi tap
hop hé théng quan hé dic trung cho mot nhom ngudi nao d6” [Georges Condominas, (Ngoc Ha, Thanh
Hang dich) (1997), Khong gian x4 hoi ving Pong Nam A, NXB Vin hoa, H, tr 16].
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hién trong nhung mdi toc nguodi ding nhitng biéu twong khac nhau dé goi tén. Bing céch
nay, ho tao lap dugc mdi quan hé vo hinh véi thé gidi tu nhién va véi xa hoi ma trude hét 1a
véi nhitmg nguoi dong toc. Thdng qua cong cu ngdn ngit, cac quy tic tng xir xa hoi duoc
hinh thanh, truyén ba va cang cé theo thoi gian. Mit khac, ngdn ngir 1a chu quan, nghia cua
ngdn ngit ndm trong tu duy cia con ngudi chir khdng nim & ngdn tir. Mot dia danh duogc
phét am theo tiéng Thai khi dugc hanh chinh héa s& 1a tai san chung cua ca cong dong bao
gom nhiéu toc nguoi. Trong sé 119 truyén ké dia danh thugc pham vi khao sét, ching toi
théng ké duoc 218 dia danh trong d6 tat ca cac dia danh déu duoc tac gia dan gian ly giai coi
ngudn, duyén cé hinh thanh.

Trudc hét, xét vé cau tao cua dia danh, qua khao séat chiing toi nhan thiy 218 dia danh
duoc ciu tao boi 3 phuong thire: 1/ Pia danh dugc ciu tao hoan toan bang tiéng Thai; 2/ Pia
danh Viét — Thai; 3/ Pia danh c6 cau tao hoan toan bang tiéng Viét.

Trong s6 d6, chiing toi luu ¥y ¢6 6 dia danh (chiém 2,7%) duogc cau tao bang cac tir tiéng
Viét (Hon Pa Thé, Hon P4 Voi, Khe May, Khe O) hodc c6 mét trong c4c tir cau tao nén dia
danh Ia tir tiéng Viét (Hon Béng, HOn Mung Tu). S& di ching toi van xép céc truyén chira
dia danh nay vao truyén ké dia danh Thai, boi ban than cau chuyén xay ra trong bdi canh van
hoa Thai va duoc ngudi Théi ké lai. Trong truyén, dia danh duoc goi theo am tiéng Viét, kho
c6 thé pha nhan mot phan nguyén do 1a trong qua trinh suu tam truyén ké, ngudi suu tim da
tu dong “dich” cac dja danh nay sang tiéng Viét. Con s trén cho thdy mic du khéng phd
bién nhung cac dia danh ciu tao tir tiéng Viét minh ching cho hién tuong giao thoa vin hoa
dang dién ra dong thoi 12 biéu hién tryc tiép cta qua trinh giao luu, tiép bién vin hoa giira
cac toc nguoi (¢ day 1a ngudi Thai va ngudi Kinh), bat ké 1a ho (ngudi Théi/chu thé vin hoa
san sinh ra truyén k&) c6 mudn hay khong. Ngoai trir 6 truong hop ké trén, 212/218 dia danh
duoc cu tao hoan toan tir cac tir tiéng Thai. Sy hinh thanh cia cac dia danh nay déu cé
nguyén do va duoc |y giai rd trong truyén. Can cr vao su ly giai truc tiép vé ¥ nghia cua dia
danh thong qua phuong thirc dich nghia (vi du: Nam Xia — subi Nuéc Mat; Pu Nang Non:
NGi Nang Nam; ban Na Toong: ban Nang Toong; tham Nang Han: hang Nang Han,...) va
su ly giai cua tac gia dan gian Théi trong truyén ké, ching toi thir tién hanh xéac dinh “hé ly
do” hinh thanh nén 218 dija danh, ttc 1a xac dinh nhitng dau hiéu dugc chon 1am co sé dé
ngudi Thai dinh danh céac dia diém cu thé.

Bang 1: Thong ké ciin cir hinh thanh dia danh

Loai ly do Sélwong | %
1. Su ton tai/ hanh d6ng cua than linh hoic vat/con vat thiéng 26/218 | 11,93
2. Su ton tai/ hanh dong cua con nguoi 89/218 40,82
3. Sy ton tai/ hanh dong cua dong vat 31/218 14,23
4.Sy ton tai cua thyc vat 9/218 4,12
5.Sy ton tai cua cac su vat gan lién véi doi song 29/218 13,3
6. Dic diém cua sy vt (mau sic, hinh dang, kich thudc, nhiétdo...) | 34/218 15,6

Can ctr vao y nghia cling nhu duyén c¢é hinh thanh nén dia danh, ching t6i rat ra duoc
6 loai ddu hiéu. Pay thuc chat 1a nhitng nhém dau hiéu ma thong qua d6 co thé thay duogc
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cach thic nguoi Thai lya chon co so dinh danh cho cac sy vat, dia diém. Trén co sé cac
nhom diu hiéu nay, da sb (214/218) dja danh déu duoc cau tao theo mé hinh:

Déi tuong duoc dinh danh + co sd dinh danh

Trong sé cac dia danh duoc giai thich, chi co 4 dia danh bao gém Chi Lééng, Léong
Xap, Xam Mun, Xam Bia 1a dja danh chi bao gdm co sé¢ dinh danh (1 dic diém cua dia
danh) con ddi tuong dugc dinh danh bi vang mat. Vé6i 214 dia danh con lai, c6 thé thay
nhitng vi du vé cdng thic ciu tao nhu sau :

- Déi tuwong duwoc dinh danh + Si ton tai/ hanh ddng cua than linh hogc vdt/con vat
thiéng. Thi du : Choong Ning, Pt Tan, P4 Than, Hudi Ping, PG4 Ludng, P4 Hin Kinh, Tham
Ja Neo, Hat Ai, Na Tang Nang Ludng,... Trong d6 cac yéu té choong (chau), pa (ndi), hudi
(sudi), tham (hang)... 1a dbi twong duge dinh danh con bo phan phia sau 12 sy bo sung co so
dinh danh.

- Poi twong dwoc dinh danh + Sy ton tai/ hanh dong ciia con nguwoi. Thi dyu: Pu Nang
Non (NGi Nang Nam), Pu Tao Non (NGi Chang Nam), Pom Loi (P6i Uat Han), Pom Ca (Poi
Mai Tang), Nam b6 Nang Han (M6 nuéc Nang Han).

- Déi twong duwoc dinh danh + Sy ton tai/ hanh dong ciia déng vat. Thi du: Khoong Ma
Hao (Khe Ché Chét Rét): Tham Quai (Hang Trau); Ban Cip Chang (Ban Voi Ket), Mudng
Quai (Muong Trau).

- Poi twong duwoc dinh danh + S ton tai cua thuc vat. Thi du: Ta Bo Bua (Bén Sen),
Tham Da (Hang Cay Thuéc), Ban Quin (Ban Cay Quan), Ban Na Nga (Ban Tre Vang), Ban
Tau Pung (Ban Qua Bau).

- Béi twong dwoc dinh danh + Sy ton tai cia cac sie vat khac. Thi du : Tang Liim (Canh
Pdng Gi6), Hoong Cum (Ranh Cim - Cim: Mot dung cu dung kim chi hoac do trang suc
phu n&r), Hoong Khoong (Rénh Cua).

- Déi twong dwoc dinh danh + Ddc diém cua sw vat (Mau sdc, hinh déng, kich thide...).
Thi du: Na Noi (Ruong Nho), Pu Ban Banh (Nti Ba Do), thanh Xam Mun (thanh Ba Van),
Hin Bat (P4 Sut).

Néu coi tat ca nhimg dia danh trén Ia nhitng don vi ngdn ngit hoan chinh thi c6 thé thay
ching hoan toan chéng lai “tinh vo doan”. Noi cach khéc, cac don vi ngon ngir ay déu co ly
do. D6 ¢o thé 1a ly do khach quan, nam trong ban than ddi tugng/khach thé duoc dinh danh
(chang han mau séc, kich thudc,...) nhung da s6 12 nhiing ly do chii quan, duoc quyét dinh
bai chii thé dinh danh - ngudi Théi. Bang méi vu tién Iya chon khac nhau véi nhiing Iy do/
co s& dinh danh, ngudi Thai da tu boc 16 dic trung van hoa — dan toc. Diéu nay c6 quan hé
truc tiép voi viéc ciu thanh khong gian xa hoi toc ngudi, bai 18 chinh thdng qua viéc lua
chon co s& dinh danh ma méi day quan hé giira chu thé va khach thé dinh danh duoc hinh
thanh. Trong 6 nhom 1y do dé goi tén dia danh, Thai toc va gin dia danh véi sy ton tai hay
hanh dong cta con ngudi (hon 40 % dia diém duoc goi tén dya trén co sé nay). Piéu d6 cho
thiy, dong thoi véi viéc danh dau khong gian dia 1y, moi trudng song, toc ngudi ¢6 Y thic



TAP CHI KHOA HOC — SO 45/2020 | 29

khang dinh “cha quyén” cia minh. Pia diém ay, khong gian iy, manh ruong, ngon doi noi
ho trong cdy, lay ming, dao cu 4y 1a cai “cua tdi”. Mot trong nhiing bang cir dugc dua ra la
nhitng hanh dong tac dong dén ddi twong (khai pha, chim nom, st dung,...) déu 1a hanh
dong cua chinh cong dong ho.

O day, thong qua dja danh — mot yéu té cua ngon ngit, ngudi Thai tan dung tbi da nhung
uy quyén cia ngdn ngit trong viéc xac 1ap cha quyén trén cac vang lanh thd caa minh. Bang
viéc sang tao ra nhiing “don vi mang vin héa”, ngudi Thai thanh cong hon nhiéu toc ngudi
khi théng qua cac don vi ay dé truyén di cac hién tuong van héa cia toc minh, vuot qua
nhitng giGi han caa khong gian va thoi gian. Va néu nhu khéng gian xa hoi caa mot toc ngudi
duoc tao nén bai mot tap hop cac hé thdng quan hé thi “ngdn ngir (cai giup vao viéc thiét 1ap
va thuc ddy cac mdi quan hé dé) co vi tri rat rd rang, hién nhién trong khéng gian (...) né tu
khang dinh trong cac quan hé cua minh véi nhitng ngudi khac, phan dinh ranh giéi giira
nhitng cai “chiing ta” d6i vai nhitng cai “ctia nguoi ta™. Ban than cac truyén ké va sy hinh
thanh day dic cac dia danh — biéu hién ctia ngén ngir toc nguoi 1a su tu khang dinh cai “t6i”
trong quan hé ciia ngudi Thai vai nhitng ngudi khac. Chit “chii quyén” duoc boc 16 gian tiép
qua cac dia danh thudc hé théng ngén ngit toc nguoi ddng thoi noi dung truyén ké (bdi canh
hinh thanh dia danh) ciing la cach ghi lai lich su, giup toc nguoi ghi nhé nhing chién cong,
la su khang dinh quan trong nhét vi thé cuia toc minh truéc cac toc khac. Bén canh viéc lua
chon co so dinh danh, ban than cac ddi tuong duoc chon dé dinh danh ciing cho thay vai tro
quan trong cta ngdn ngir trong khéng gian x& hoi toc ngudi. Mot dia danh thyc sy khong thé
t6n tai ma khéng gan lién vai mot su vat, mot dia diém, mot khong gian cu thé. Nhu vay, di
chi 1a yéu té caa ngdn ngir nhung dia danh bao ham trong d6 mot nhan I8i thuc té, mét lich
sir, mot truyeén thong van héa. Vén di “con nguoi hinh thanh nén cai nhin caa minh vé thé
gidi, hoic bic tranh thé gigi cua minh, khong phai tu than, ma théng qua ngén ngir. Ngon
ngit gop phan vao su hinh thanh nén cach nhin dac biét vé thé gigi. Bac tranh thé gisi ay
khéc véi nhiing birc tranh twong tw duoc hinh thanh ¢ ngdn ngit khac®. Va nhu thé, dia danh
Thai — yéu t cua ngdn ngit - gop phan vao viéc hinh thanh nén buc tranh vé thé gisi cua
ngudi Théi trong su khac biét véi toc ngudi khéc, tao ra birc twong bao vé v hinh khiang
dinh va bao vé thé gii cua ho.

Théng ké cho thay c6 tat ca 39 dbi twong duoc lya chon dé dinh danh. Ngén ngit hoc
chi ra rang, trong dién ngén hang ngay, ngudi ta khdng thé cing mot luc goi tén tat ca cac
su Vat, hién twong cua thé giéi khach quan ma budc phai chia nhé hién thuc trong loi noi.
“Chinh sy bét budc chia nho hién thuc trong 161 néi da tao ra mot sé lwong kha lon thude
tinh cua su vat duoc khach quan hda mét cach nhan tao va duong nhu ton tai tach biét, don
lap, nhung trong thyc té, cac su vat dy khong hé ton tai don biét nhu vay. C6 thé tim duoc
vo sb sy kién chiing to rang thé lién tuc cua thé gigi khach quan trong céc ngdn ngit duoc

* G.Condominas, sdd, tr 44 o
5 Nguyén buc Ton (2002), Tim hiéu dic trung vin hoa ctia ngbn ngit va tu duy & ngudi Viét (trong su so sanh
véi nhitng dan toc khac, Nxb PHQG Ha Noi, H, tr 30,31
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phan cit theo kiéu khac nhau va duoc biéu hién mot cach khéac nhau bang ngdn ngi”®. O
day, trong khong gian xa hoi vai nhiéu quan hé chang chéo, dan cai, mdi quan hé ngén ngir
gitta Théi toc va thé gisi xung quanh ho duoc xéc 1ap thdng qua viéc phan cat, chia nho “thé
lién tuc cua thé gisi”, trong d6 c6 nhitng su vt duoc “t6 ddm” bang cach goi tén nhiéu lan.
Theo thir tu, c6 thé thay bac tranh ngén ngit Thai toc quan tAm trude hét dén cac dbi twong
nhu ban (dwoc dinh danh 36 1an); pa (ndi: 26 1an); mwong (18 1an); na (rudng:13 1an); noong
(a0: 14 1an); ta/ta (bén nudce: 8 1an); hudi (sudi: 8 1an); hat (thac: 6 1an),...

Ngugc dong thoi gian tré vé véi thud xa xua khi nhimg nguoi Thai dau tién xudi theo
cac dong séng ngon subi di tim dat co thé hinh dung phan nao nguyén do ma ho lya chon
d6i tugng dé dinh danh. Nhu trén chung t6i ting dan loi Cam Trong, “Mudng Mudi ban dau
khong phai 1a chau Mudng Mudi, ciing khong phai 1a huyén Thuan Chau ngay nay. N6 chi
la mot thung liing dai bat dau tir thugng ngudn sudi Nam Mudi goi 1a Hua Nga va dit diém
& ving ha luu sudi goi 12 La Tham. (...) Muong La (...) cho dén nay vét tich cia mudng dau
tién ndgm gon trong thung liing trung tim cta subi Nam La”’. C thé tim dugc vo van nhiing
dan ching nhu vay vé cach ma ngudi Thai tim dat duyng mudng. Didu d6 cho thay, véi ho
viéc tim dat séng gan lién véi nhiing yéu té tu nhién, dic biét 1a nai va nude, dong thoi qua
trinh 6n dinh noi &, dyng ban Iap muong chang hé dé dang, boi thé ho c6 nhu cau ghi nhé
nhitng noi timg di qua, nhitng dong nuéc da cho minh sy séng, nhitng ban lang minh kho
nhoc dung xay ma viéc dinh danh cho dbi twong 1a mét trong nhiing céch thic. Viéc lya
chon ddi twong dinh danh nhu trén cho thay, thugc vé phan trung tam trong bic tranh thé
gidi ma ngudi Théi tao 1ap qua ngdn ngir chinh 13 mudng ban, rudng dong, ndi non, sudi
thac,... trai rong ra 1a tit ca cac yéu tb ty nhién nhu rimg, déo doc, khe ndi, eo ranh, tham
chi la tirng tang da. Thong qua viéc lam nay, toc nguoi da khéo 1éo van dung ngbn ngir nhu
1a mot phuong thirc, mot cau ndi, gop phan hinh thanh nén mot phuong dién cua khong gian
x& hoi bén canh nhiéu phuong dién khéc.

3. KET LUAN

Theo G.Condominas, cac khia canh cia khong gian xa hoi toc ngudi bao gom nhiing
méi lién hé vai khdng gian va thoi gian, nhitng quan hé véi méi trudng, nhitng quan hé vé
trao ddi cua cai, nhitng mdi quan hé vé giao tiép: ngdn ngit va chit viét, nhitng quan hé ho
hang va xém giéng. Bai viét nay chi xem xét mot khia canh trong hé théng cac moi quan hé
chang chéo va phuc tap d6. Voi tu cach 1a nhiing truyén ké vé cac dbi twong tu nhién duoc
dinh danh nhu dat dai, lang ban, séng sudi,... truyén ké dia danh ctua ngudi Théi ¢ Viét Nam
thé hién vai trd tao 1ap quan hé xa hoi toc nguoi théng qua viéc phan dinh cac khong gian,
danh ddu lanh dia cu tra cia toc nguoi, thong qua dia danh va nhitng cau chuyén ké. Viéc
phan chia thé gisi bang ngdn ngit, ca biét hoa cac khdng gian cu thé trong dia vue cu tri cia
toc ngudi chinh 12 mot trong nhiing cach thirc ma “con Iyt Thai” khéc ghi ddu 4n van hoa

¢ Nguyén Dirc Ton, sdd, tr 28,29 ,
7 Cam Trong (1978), Ngudi Thai ¢ Tay Bac Viét Nam, Nxb Khoa hoc x4 hoi, H, 301
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caa minh lam nén mot khdng gian xa hoi mang dic trung riéng ma nhirng ngudi lam cha
lubn ty hao la “Phu Tay”.

SOCIAL RELATIONS FROM LINGUISTIC PERSPECTIVE
IN THE STORY OF PLACE NAMES OF THAI ETHNIC

Abstract: Place name as a phenomenon of linguistics is also a form of cultural expression
of a community, a group of people who were/are present in the territory where the place
exists. This study concerns place names and stories that form around place names of Thai
ethnic. Therefore, we conducted a review of the ethnic social relations from linguistic
perspective through the listing and classification of the place names system and showing
the characteristics and rules that form them. These rules are the way of thinking of the
people, how they see/regulate the world and establish their relationships with the world.
The analysis of linguistic relationships that was first established through the place name
system shows that language is also an effective means for the Thai community to assert
sovereignty over their land. By sowing «seed of words» - place names, the ethnic has
revealed their sense of affirmation of themselves, affirming their existence before other
communities since then to strengthen their position.

Keywords: Ethnic social relations, languages, stories.



