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TO CHUC HOAT PONG VA CUQC SONG CUA CAC BA
TRONG NOI CUNG NHA NGUYEN

Leé Thi An Hoa"

Loi din

Duéi triéu Nguyén, doi séng cta cac cung phi chu yéu dién ra trong Tir Cdm
Thanh. B¢ diéu hanh moi hoat dong lién quan dén viéc quan 1y, day do cac cung phi
va gilr gin cac d6 vat tir quy gia dén binh thuong trong Noi cung, tricu Nguyén phai
dit ra cac chire tude va cir nit quan dé cham soc. Cac hoat dong ¢ chdn hau cung gop
phan quyét dinh cho viéc ké thira ngai vang ctia nha Nguyén va trong mot chirg muc
nhat dinh nao d6 ciing gop phan khong nho dén sy binh 6n chinh tri ctia dat nude vao
thoi diém bay gio.

1. Ngudn goc va than phan cac ba trong Ndi cung nha Nguyén

Nhitng nguoi phu nir duoc dua vao cung dé hau ha va phuc dich cho ding quan
vuong phan 16n 14 con ctia cac quan, hodc nguoi dep nghiéng nude nghiéng thanh hay
1a nhitng ngudi ¢6 tai ndng mua vui cho vua va dam dang viéc nu nudng tro giup cac
cong viéc Noi cung. Nhitng ngudi sinh dugc con cho hoang dé s& duoc nang 1én cac
vi tri cao hon trong Noi cung. Tuy nhién, dé c6 thé budc chan duogc vao trong “ndi”®
thi lai 1a ca mot qua trinh gian nan va kho khan ma khong phai chi ¢6 sac dep 1 tat ca.

Theo I¢ thuong, chi c6 cac quan dai than méi duoc dua con gai tién cung. Su hau
thuin cia gia toc ciing chinh 14 mot trong nhitng nguyén nhan dé cac ba trong cung
Nguyén nhan duoc sy sing ai clia cac bac dé vuong. Tty theo phdm trat ciia ngudi cha
ma cd con gai duoc tuyén vao cp bic cao hay thap. Con ciia mot 6ng Thong ché trat
Chanh Nhi phém chi dugc so tuyén lam Tai nhan ma thoi. Nhung con cac quan Nhat
pham c6 nhiéu cong trang voi triéu dai thi duoc tuyén ngay vao lam Ti¢p du va thang
cap ciing rat mau. Tréi lai, co nhu’ng ngudi dugc tuyén lau ngay, da timg sinh dugc
hoang nam hoang nir, cling chi ¢ cap bac My nhan hodac Quy nhan la cung. Ba Pham
Thi H:?mg, con quan dai than Pham bang Hung, méi vao cung da dugc lam Tan; nam
thr sau duoc phong lam Hoang Quy phi (Nghi Thién Chuong Hoang hau).

biéu nay, thé hién d6 1a vinh du cho mot ong quan c6 dugc mdt ¢o con gai vao
Noi cung. Hau nhu tit ca cung phi cung tan déu 1a con gai cua cac quan. Trong nhiing
budi n6i chuyén than mat véi J.B. Chaigneau, vua Gla Long ké lai rang “Chang han,
méi ddy ¢6 mot vi da dé nghl ta con gdi cua ong dy, va di véi tuéi tac cia ta day, ta
ciing khong thé choi tir: néu tir choi, ta cé thé sé gdy mdt long éng ta nghiém trong. O

) Trung tam Bao tdn Di tich C6 d6 Hué.
™M Noi cung nha Nguyén (& trong cung cdm, trong T CAm Thanh).
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xuw nay, dwoc dwa con gai vao cung la mot vinh du, viea la mot loi thé cho méi vi. Ve
phan ta thi lai ¢6 thém sy dam bao vé long trung qudn ciia vi dé. Ta phdi xir sw sao cho
vira long moi nguoi, nhat la cdc ba, vi cac ba con dang so hon ca phia céc éng. Néu
nhu ta bé bé mét trong cdc quy phi, thi tire khdc nguoi nay sé than thé véi cha minh.
Ldo nay, néu khéng réu rao xiic pham ta mot khi ta da tuéi tac thi ciing khéng bo 16
co hdi don thoi thdt khéo 1éo véi canh dong nghiép dé béu xdu ta trude mudn dan.”

Nhitng cudc hon nhan nay ciing chinh 13 sy can bang quyén luc giita cac thé luc
trong triéu, nham 6n dinh tinh hinh chinh tri ctia qudc gia. Cho dit muc dich phia sau
cua nhiing cudc hon nhan nay la g1 thi hau hét nhung c0 gai nay da danh do6i tu6i thanh
xudn va nudc mat ctia ho dé do6i lay mot cudc song hodc la quyen cao chu:c trong, me
vinh hién nho con, hodc 1a ¢6 don, phong khong gbi chiéc cho dén cudi cudc doi.

Con thuong dan dugce tuyén vao cung 1a truong hop dic biét, nhung phai 1a sic
nude huong troi. Tuy nhién, nhitng ¢6 gai ndy méi duge tuyén chua duoc xép chinh
thirc vao hang Ctru giai, ma chi dugc goi 1a “Tai nhan vi nhdp lwu” tic 1a nhitng nguoi
dang cho doi dugc tuyén vao 1am Tai nhan.

Ké tir khi duoc tuyén hay tién cung, cac phi tin khong dugc phép gap gd ngudi
than du la cha me. Ciing c6 truong hop ngoai 1¢ vua cho phép gdp mait, nhung chi
ngudi me méi duge néi chuyén cling con qua mdt birc man séo che, va chi nghe thay
tiéng ma khong nhin thdy mit nhau. Con cha thi ding & ngoai san nhin vao. Cho nén
& Hué c6 cau “dua con vo ndi” ¢ y nghia nhu mét con ludn. Tir khi vao Tir CAm
Thanh, cung phi khong duoc phép vé tham cha me va anh em, ba con than thudc. Buc
tuong Tir Cam Thanh ngan cach cung phi véi nhitng gi ¢ thé giGi bén ngoai. Nhiing
ngudi con gai mot khi da budc chan vao cung cam thi chi c6 di ma khong thé tro lai.
Ca cudc doi, ca sb phan, du hanh phuc hay bat hanh, du quyén cao chuc trong hay co
don chiéc bong, 40 ndo u budn. Va duong nhién, cic phi tan nay sau khi duoc tuyén
chon s& bi nghiém cdm quan hé tinh cam v&i bat ky ai khac ngoai hoang dé. Hau hét
moi ctr chi ciia ho déu bi giam sat boi cac hoan quan, nhitng ngudi nam giir quyén luc
rat 16n trong chén Noi cung.

2. Co céu to chirc va hoat dong ciia cac ty trong Noi cung nha Nguyén

Triéu Nguyén di dit ra Luc thwong dé diéu hanh moi viéc lién quan dén day do
cac cung phi va giit gin do vat trong Noi cung va cir cac nir quan gitp viéc. Nit quan
thuong 1a cac ba trong Noi cung dugc vua tin tuong do ¢ qua trinh lam viée cén trong
hay do triéu dinh tuyén vao de sap xép moi viéc lién quan dén t6 chirc doi séng tinh
than va vat chét trong cung cAm.

Cong vi¢c trong cung cam chia lam 6 linh vuc, mdi linh vuc do mot ty dam
nhan, tat ca ¢ 6 ty nén goi la Luc thuong 75 & (Thuong nghia 1a coi soc, quan 1y).

M Phan vién Van hoa Nghé thuat Quéc gia Viét Nam tai Hué (2016). Kinh thanh Hué déu thé ky
XIX qua héi trc ctia Michel Birc Chaigneau. Ban dich Lé Dirc Quang - Tran Dinh Hang. Nxb
Thuan Hoéa. Hué. Tr. 199.



Tap chi Nghién ctru va Phat trién, s 9 (163) . 2020 145

Nim Minh Mang thir 17 (1386) dat Luc thuong, quy dinh rd cong viéc phai lam gom
c6: Thuong nghi, Thuong tran, Thuong khi, Thuong phuc, Thuong thuc, Thuong vy,
cam dau mdi ty 1a mot Quan sy

Nam Thi¢u Tri thir 3 (1844) vua dinh r0 chure phéan trong Luc thugng nhu sau:

Ty Thwong nghi (i1%): Coi vé nghi 1&, s6 sach gidy to trong cung, do Chudng
nghi (£1%), Chuong 18 (£18) dimg dau, cap dudi co Tu huong (8] &), Tu chuong (5]
), Pién su (BL5) va cac ddu muc, cung nd.

Ty Thuong tran (i5¥): giit cia quy, cac thtr chau ngoc, do Chuong chau (£
Ek), Chuong ngoc (2 E) dung dau, cap dudi co cac chirc Tu kim (8 &), Tu ngan (7]
#R), Dién hoan (#§8), Dién man (BL48).

Ty Thuong khi (i588): sau goi 1a Thuong thang (18 %%), giit cua cai dd dac, do
Chuong tran (£32), Chuong ngoan (EHT) dung dau, cip dudi co cac chirc Tu thang
(A1 %), Tu khi (5] 28), Dién cam (82$8), Dién thai (L3R).

Ty Thuong phuc (75 fR): giit chin ném, man giuong, lua 13, do Chuong duy (£
), Chuong vi (E18) ding dau, cip dudi cé Chuong thuong (%), Chudng d6i (B
#), bién kham (B25%), Dién nhyc (E1%5).

Ty Thwong thue (I 8): sau goi 1a Thuong dién (5 ££), lo d6 an thirc udng, do
Chuong dién (B ££), Chuong yén (BE) ding dau, cip dudi c¢6 cac chirc Tu tra (5]
ZX), Tu thién (7] BE), Dién soan (H{#), Dién giai (ELEB).

Ty Thuwong y (i57%): gitt 40 quan, gidy, khan... do Chudng bao (E#), Chuong
ciru (B 3) dung dau, cap dudi c¢6 cac chie Tu 'y (8)4%), Tu phi ()4F), Dién nhu (8
&), Dién chan (#12).

Pong thoi cling ndm 4y vua Minh Mang lai chia dt nit quan 1am Luc dang® dé
gitip viée. Trong Pai Nam thiee luc d ghi chép rat cu thé: “Luc thuwong quadn sie ciing
véi Tue nghi va Tu trdn déu la thi dang (hang dau). Luc thieong thong sw cing véi Tu
heong va Tw khi déu la thir ddng (hang thir hai). Luc thiwong thira sw cing véi Ty va
T thang déu la trung dang (hang trung). Luc thwong tiy sw cung véi cde ban qudn
ban déu la d dang (hang thit). Luc thwong tong sir ciing véi cdc ban lanh ban déu la
ha ddng (hang duwdi). Chire muc cdc ban va dau muc cung né deu la mat dang (hang
cudéi). Ban ¢6 8: ban Thiéu quang, ban Thuy nhdt, ban Kim hoa, ban Hiwong cam, ban
Twong loan, ban Nghi phwong, ban Tién qué va ban Ngoc mai”.®

M Qudc St Quan tridu Nguyén. (2003). Pai Nam thuc luc. Tap 4. Ban dich cta Vién S hoc.
Nxb Giao duc. Ha Nbi. Tr. 865.

@ Lyc dadng: sau hang.

®  Québc Str Quan triéu Nguyén. (2003). Pai Nam thuc luc. Tap 4. Ban dich cla Vién S hoc.
Nxb Gido duc. Ha Noi. Tr. 866.
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Luc vién (75F%): sau vién nam trong Ttr CAm Thanh danh 1am chd & cho cac phi
tan, cung nit va nit nhan phuc dich khac. Cac vién ay la: Poan Trang, Poan Huy, Poan
Hoa, Poan Thuan, Poan Tuong va Thuan Huy.V

Triéu dinh quy dinh chuc tudc cho quan lai thi c6 quan giai va dugc phan thanh
9 bac, goi 1a Ciru pham. Trong cung cam thi co Cung giai, cting gom 9 bac, goi la Ctru
giai. Du6i1 thoi vua Gia Long (1802-1819) cap bac trong cung gom co:

- Ba bac Phi (Tam phi =32): Quy phi (B42), Minh phi (RRSR), Kinh phi (8152);

- Ba bac Tu (Tam tu =1&): Tu nghi (1&1%) Tu dung (fEE), Tu vién (1E18);

- Chin bac Tan (Ciru tan JUIK): Quy tan (B1K), Hien tan (BIR), Trang tan (,IE
1&), Dirc tan (1Z18), Thuc tan GRIE), Hué tan (BIB), Lé tin (BBIE), An tin (&
18), Hoa tan (FA1B);

- Ba bac Chiéu (Tam chiéu =FB): Chiéu nghi (FBI&), Chiéu dung (BBE), Chiéu
vién (RREE).

- Ba bac Sung (Tam sung =3t): Sung nghi (Fe&), Sung dung (XH), Sung
vién (FE48).

- Séu chtic (Luc chircc 758%): Tiép du (B€¥F), Dung hoa (18 EE), Nghi nhin (B
N), Tai nhan (F N), Linh nhan (BN), Lvong nhan (B N).

Triéu Nguyen ton tai 143 nam (1802- 1945) trai qua 13 doi vua, trong do chi co
vua Gia Long dau triéu va vua Bao Dai cubi cung 1a c6 1ap Hoang hdu, con cac doi
vua khéc thi theo 1& Ngii bt 1ap (Khéng ldp Hoang hdu; Khéng ldp Thai tir; Khong
lgp Té twomg; Khong ldp Trang nguyén; Khéng phong tuéc Vwong) va quy dinh Ctru
giai do vua Minh Mang 1ap ra vao nam 1836 nén khong c6 ngo6i vi Hoang hau. Chi du
nim Minh Mang thtt 17 (1836) d3 dinh lai thir bac & Noi cung: “Nay theo gurong cé
nhan, dat chin bdc phi td‘n & Néi cung, khién cho chon khué mén trdt tw phan minh,
phong hoa ton nghzem noéi dén muédn doi. Trén hang Nhdt giai cé dat Hoang Quy phl
dé gitip Hoang hdu von la ngéi ‘Chii quy trung cung’® (E8EH'S), cai qudn mau
muc Luc vién, giup viéc ni tri, gitt nghiém ngi chinh”.® Hoang Quy phi 1a Chanh
cung Hoang hau trude kia. Tir d6, céc triéu déu thiét 1ap hang muic Cung giai ¢b dinh,
dudi dat ra cac bac:

Ba Nhét giai Phi: Quy phi (BH2), Hién phi (B42), Than phi (R42).
Ba Nhi giai Phi: Gia phi (FB32), Thuc phi GRE2), Hué phi (BH1L).
Ba Tam giai Tan: Quy tan (B1&), Hién tan (BI), Trang tan (FE1B).

™ Québc St Quan triéu Nguyén. (1993). Kham dinh Dai Nam hoi dién s lé. Tap 13. Ban dich
cua Vién St hoc. Nxb Thuan Hoéa. Hué. Tr. 13, 23- 24, 37- 38, 41- 43.

@ Cha quy: chi ngudi vo, cé nhiém vu trdng nom viéc an udng & trong nha.

®  Qubc Str Quan triéu Nguyén. (2003). Pai Nam thuc luc. Tap 4. Ban dich cla Vién S hoc.
Nxb Gido duc. Ha Néi. Tr. 86.
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Ba T giai Tan: Pic tan (TB18), Thuc tan GRIE), Hué tan (B1B).

Ba Ngii giai Tan: Lé tan (BBIR), An tan (RI8), Hoa tan (FIE).

Luc giai Tiép du (75 FEEELF).

That giai Quy nhan (EBEEA).

Bt giai My nhan (J\PEEA).

Ciru giai Tai nhan (JUBE A A).

Niam Minh Mang thir 19 (1838) lai c6 sy thay d6i vé Ctru giai nhu sau: Nhi giai
Duc phi duge doi lam Nhi giai Gia phi; trong Ngii giai L¢ tan, An tan, Hoa tan, thir tu
duoc sap lai 1a An tan, Hoa tan r61 moi dén L¢ tan. Sau d6 danh xung cua Cuu giai,
trong 5 bac dau duogc dinh lai nhu sau:

Nhét giai: Quy phi (B32), Poan phi (i#32), Lénh phi (ZH2).

Nhi giai: Thanh phi (FRIT), Trinh phi (BH2), Thuc phi GFUIT).

Tam giai: Quy tan (B1&), Luwong tan (R1&), Pirc tin (E1).

T giai: Huy tan (B38), Y tan (3538), Nhu tan (R1B).

Ngii giai: Nhan tan (38%8), Nha tan (HELB), Thudn tan (IELE).

Tir Luc giai trd xudng khong c6 gi thay d6i. Thuc té cho thay cac doi vua Thiéu
Tri, Ty Dtic, Pong Khanh... tuy c6 tuan tha Ctru giai nhung khong nhat thiét theo
ding danh hi¢u trong khudn kho trinh bay ¢ trén. Nam Ty Duc thir 3 (1850) vua dinh
lai thtr bac va tudc vi trong cung: “Binh ro thém thir bac o Noi cung. Du rang: Pao
virong gia trudce ¢ siwa dgo nha, thé cho nén o thién Chu quan' thi hanh phép tac,
tat lay y nghia cia tho Quan thu, @ Lan chi® lam goc, vi Ié nghi chinh sw & trong

cung cam la nén tang ciia vieong héa vdy. Thanh Té Nhan Hodng dé ta, tham xét dién
1¢ doi xuwea, chudn dinh thir bdc & trong cung, thiee la phép hay ciia muén doi.

Tram nghi: Chinh tri ciia veong gia tat tir sika tri trong nha triede, thir bdc o
trong cung, ciing nén dinh ré cdp bdc vé Hoang Quy phi tré lén, da c6 1é san, tir phi
tan tré xuong, thi chuan cho dat>.®

Trude hét 1a Hoang Quy phi, Chudng quén luc vién;
Nhat giai Phi: Thudn phi (IB42), Thién phi (BI2), Nhad phi (HELR).
Nhi giai Phi: Cung phi (F$32), Can phi (B142), Chiéu phi (RBIT).

() Chu quan: tén mot thién trong Kinh Thur, néi vé cach dét quan chire gitk cong viéc ctia nha Chu.

@ Quan thw- tén mét bai tho trong Kinh Thi, khen ba Thai Ty cé thanh durc l4y vua Van Vwong
nha Chu cling c6 thanh dlrc, lam nén giao héa tot & trong cung.

®)  Lan chi: ttn mot bai tho & Kinh Thi, khen Van Vuwong va Hau phi (ttrc ba Thai Ty) tw minh
stra dirc, nén con chau ho hang déu la ngwdi nhan hau ca.

@ Qudc St Quan triéu Nguyén. (2007). Pai Nam thuc luc. Tap 7. Ban dich cta Vién S hoc.
Nxb Gido duc. Ha N6i. Tr. 164.
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Tam giai Tan: Khiém tan (FE38), Than tan (1B&), Nhan tan (1IZ38), Thdi tan (3R1B).

Tw giai Tan: Khoan tan (BI&), Giai tan ({&18), Tué tan (EI8), Gian tan (F1B).

Ngii giai Tan: Tinh tan (8848), Can tan (F2I&), Tin tan (1518), Uyén tan (JE1E).

Luc giai Tiép du (75 FEEELF).

That giai Quy nhan (EFEEAN).

Bat giai My nhan (J\BEZEA).

Ciru giai Tai nhan (JLBE A A).

Quy dinh nay khong nhét dinh lac nao ciing Vay, vua Tu Ptic ¢6 cac ba vo la
Trung ph1 (me nudi cua vua Duc Duc), Bang phi (chét sém), Hoc phi (me nudi cua
vua Kién Phuc) 1a nhitng danh hiéu khong thdy trong nhing thang bac Ctru giai néu
trén. Tuong tu nam 1917, khi cudi ba Ho Thi Chi, con gai cua Thugng thu Bo Hoc HO
Dic Trung, vua Khai Dinh di phong ba lam Nhit giai An Phi, trong khi danh hiéu nay
khong thiy ghi trong thang bac nao ca.

Chanh cung Hoang hau hay Hoang Quy phi thi ¢ tai cung Khon Thai. Hang Nhat
giai Phi thi ¢ tai dién Trinh Minh. Cac hang Tan va Ti¢p & tai cac vién Thuan Huy,
Doan Tuong, Poan Thuan, Poan Hoa.

Céc cung nhan va cung nga chua dugc phong (vi nhap giai), thi nir hau ha, thai
giam, chia nhau ¢ tai hai vi¢n Poan Trang va Poan Huy.

Trong cung cam tir bac Luc giai trd 1én méi dugce goi bang “ba”, dudi do 1a
“chi”. V&1 quy dinh cua Cuu giai, cac ba cling dugc 1én chic dan dan theo thoi gian,
va khi c6 101 cling bi khién phat, y nhu bén hé thong quan lai.

Vua Tu Ptic tuy vo sinh nhung trong hau cung van c6 nhiéu ba véi day du cap
béc 16n nho cta cung giai theo dung cung cach ctia mot hoang dé, trong d6 c6 nhidu
ba phi str sach con nhic lai, chang han ba Bang phi (ba phi ndy chét sém, vua c6 tinh
cam sdu ning voi ba va khi mat ¢ lam bai tho Nom Khdc Bang phi ndi vé tinh cam
ctia nha vua d6i véi ba), Hoc phi Nguyén Thi Huong (me nudi vua Kién Phuc), Thién
phi Nguyén Thi Cadm (me nudi vua Dong Khanh)... Dic biét c6 ba Trung phi Vii Thi
Duyén la lao dao. Ba 13 con quan dai thin Dong Cac Dai hoc si Vii Xuan Can, duoc
tuyén vao hau vua Ty Plc nam 1843, khi con tiém dé. Ba hau ha chu d4o Thai hau
Tu Dii (me vua Ty Dtic) nén rat duoc vua yéu thich. Nam 1848, vua Tu Puc l1én ngdi
phong ba lam Cung tan. Nam 1850, thing 1én Can phi; nim 1860 tin phong Thuin
phi, nim 1861 cai lam Trung phi. Nam 1870 ba duoc tan phong tudc vi cao nhat 1a
Hoang Quy phi (Chanh cung Hoang hau) va chuéng quan 6 vién (Luc vi¢n) trong NOi
cung. Pén thang 12 nim Nham Ngo (1883) ba bi gidng lam Trung phi vi dang luc vua
khong duogc khoe, phai ding thude, ba vi cong viéc bé bon nén sai cung nhan dang
bita com chiéu hoi muon. Tuy nhién ba van con giit duoc giai bac cii nhung khong
duogc trong coi ca 6 vién. Co 1€ lac bénh hoan, nguoi khong khoe, sinh ra buc bdi nén
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vua da phat giang chirc ba nhung trong 1ong van rat yéu thuong, vi vy trudc khi bang
ha, vua dé di chiéu 1ap ba 1am Hoang hau. Tuan theo di chiéu, vua Hiép Hoa (em vua
Tu Duc) va triéu dinh ton phong ba lam Khiém Hoang hau, dén khi ba mat, dugc ton
miéu hiéu 1a Lé Thién Anh Hoang Hau, hiép tho voi Duc Tong Anh Hoang bé (Tu
buc) tai Thé Miéu trong Pai Noi.

Vua Pong Khanh 1én ngdi ndm 1885, sau khi phong tudc vi cho cac ba vo, qua
mua xuin nim 1887, khong rd trong Noi cung xay ra nhitng x4o tron nhu thé nao
khién vua buc minh “Xudng du qué trdch cdc phi tan trong néi dinh va gidng xudng
6 thir bdc (Quan phi la Tran Dang thi ndi ndng tuc tan, gidng lam Tiy tan; Chinh tan
la Ho Van thi khong nghi dén viéc cong, gidng lam My nhdn; Nghi tan la Lé thi, dir
ton, tham lam, do ky, ghép toi nang, giang lam Tai nhan; Tai nhan o Cuu giai la Trinh
thi, Nguyén Hiru thi, tinh quen doi trd, khmh nhon, déu giang lam Cung nhéan. Hoang
Quy phi khong blet sika minh, qudn sudt moi viéc, dé trong néi dinh khong theo phép
tic, cling qué mdng ngdt hon”. "

Vua Khai Dinh (1916-1925) khi dang con 1a Hoang tir (Phung Hoa Cong) da liy
ba Hoang Thi Cuc (sau nay la Poan Huy Hoang Thai hau ttrc 1a ba Ttr Cung) va co
con trai la vua Bao Dai. Sau khi Ién ng6i, vua Khai Pinh da phong cho ba lam Tam
giai Hué tn ndm 1917; rdi thing 1én Nhj giai Hitu phi ndm 1918; nim 1933, vua Bao
Pai moi tan ton ba 1am Poan Huy Hoang Théi hau.

Nha vua quy dinh chinh sach thudéng kém theo khi phong tude cho cac ba co
cong to chire diéu hanh trong Noi cung. Ba nao duoc phong tude Hoang Quy phi la
nhan sach phong bang vang (Kim sach), Nhat va Nhi giai Phi dugc ban sach phong
bang bac ma vang (nhung ciing goi 1a Kim sach).

Vo cua vua ciing duoc hudng luong bong nhu quan lai. Dudi thoi vua Minh Mang
(1836), quy dinh lvong chi phi hang nam va hang thang cua céc tang bac khac nhau:

“Hoang Quy phi dwoc lanh méi nam 1000 quan tién va 300 phwong gao.

Nhdt giai: 500 quan, 250 phirong gao/ndm.

Nhi giai: 450 quan tién, 200 phirong gao/nam.

Tam giai: 400 quan tién, 180 phwong gao/ndm.

Ti giai: 350 quan tién, 140 phwong gao/nam.

Ngii giai: 320 quan tién, 100 phirong gao/ndm.

Luc giai: 300 quan tién, 100 phwong gao/ndm.

Thdt giai: 280 quan tién, 84 phwong gao/nam.

Bt giai: 240 quan tién, 60 phwong gao/ndam.

Citu giai: 180 quan tién, 48 phirong gao/nam.

™M Qudc St Quan triéu Nguyén. (2003). Pai Nam thuc luc. Tap 9. Ban dich cta Vién S hoc.
Nxb Gido duc. Ha Néi. Tr. 311- 312.
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Thii dang: méi thang 6 quan tzen 3 phuong gao; T it dang: moi thang 5 quan
tién, 2 phwong gao; Trung dang: moz thang 4 quan tzen 2 phuong gao, A ddng: moi
thang 3 quan tién, 1 phuwong gao trang; Ha dang moi thing 2 quan tién, 1 phwong
gao trang, Mat ding: méi thang 1 quan 5 tién, 1 phieong gao trdang. Pong thoi, quy
chudn dinh 1é “ban phong Hoang Quy phi la diing sach vang. Sau phi® dimg sach bac
ma vang. Chin tan® cing véi cdac Tiép dir, Quy nhdn, My nhdn, Tai nhdn: ding sdach
bac. Tai nhén khéng vao ban thir ndo la ding thai truc.® Nit quan, tir thii dang dén ha
ddang la ding long tién truc. ) Mat dang: do b truyén sdc ding gidy hoi”.®

Duéi triéu Nguyén, chinh sach d6i véi cac phi tan khi mét ciing rat chat ché va
quy dinh thanh dién ché. Tat ca Cung giai trong tri€u tur phi tan cho dén thi nir khong
may qua doi, trir nhitng ngudi duge déc cach hau cap, con lai thi dinh cép tién quan
tuat nhu sau: “Dur vao bdc nhdt va nhz (cac phz) Thuoc tzen triéu cap 900 quan, hién
triéu cdp 1000 quan (cung lkng tién do quan val véc tam liém, lam than chi, hom
qudch, bia dd, tw khi, tién céng va vat liéu xdy cdat mg phan cing cdc khoan phu tong
tang, thuyén xe, linh trang ciing o trong so tién nay. Cdac bdc khdc o sau ciing chi tiéu
twong tw nhu vay).

- Béc ba, tw va nam (cdc Tan): Thugc tién triéu 700 quan, hién trieu 800 quan.

- Béc sdu, bay (Tiép dw, Quy nhdn): Thudc tién triéu 600 quan, hién trieu 700 quan.

- Béc tam, chin (My nhan, Tai nhén): thuje tién triéu 500 quan, hién triéu 600 quan.

- Tai nhén chwa nhdp giai: Thude tién triéu 400 quan, hién triéu 500 quan.

- Cung nhdn, cung nga: Thugc tién triéu 300 quan, hién triéu 400 quan.

- Thi nit: Thudc tién triéu 200 quan, hién triéu 300 quan”.©®

C6 thé thiy rang, co cdu to chirc quan 1y trong Noi cung triéu Nguyén dugc quy
dinh rat chat ché va nghiém ngét, c6 thuong phat rat rd rang. Nhitng quy dinh do thé
hién 1o tinh nhan van rat cao.

3. Cudc séng ciia cac ba trong cung Nguyén

Véi 143 nam ton tai (1802-1945), hau cung triéu Nguyén voi rat nhiéu ciu
chuyén tham cung bi sir hau nhu khong dugc str sach ghi chép nhung lai dugc biét
dén bang nhiing cau chuyén than mat cua J.B. Chaigneau v6i vua Gia Long trong
Souvenirs de Hué. Cudc sdng cua Hoang Quy phi 1a cao nhat trong cic vuong phi.

M S&u phi: Quy phi, Hién phi, Than phi, Gia phi, Thuc phi, Hué phi.

@ Chin tén: Quy tan, Hién tan, Trang tan, Blrc tAn, Thuc tAn, Hué tan, An tin, Hoa tan, Lé tan.

@ Théi truc: séc phong bang lua mau, cé truc (nhw kiéu tranh béi ctia Trung Quéc xwa).

@ Long tién truc: séc phong bang gidy vé rong, cé truc.

®  Qubc St Quan tridu Nguyén. (2003). Pai Nam thuc luc. Tap 4. Ban dich cta Vién S hoc.
Nxb Giao duc. Ha Nbi. Tr. 866.

® Qubc St Quan tridu Nguyén. (2007). Khdm dinh Pai Nam héi dién s 1é tuc bién. Tap .
Quyén 1. Ban dich cta Vién S hoc va Trung tam BTDTCD Hué. Nxb KHXH. Ha Nbi. Tr.93.
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Cung Khoén Thai 1a noi ¢ cia Hoang Quy phi. Cung nay dugc Michel Buc Chaigeau
miéu ta khi 6ng con nho nhan dip vao bé kién Hoang hau (vo vua Gia Long) mot cach
kha sinh dong: “Gian phong ciia Hoang hdu ciing lon twong tw nhuw gian phong trudc
d6, khd dep mdt vé ca trang tri va do néi that: khdp noi déu ruc sang 1én sw giau sang
va ngdn ndp sach sé; khéng khi ta hit thé nhuw co' hwong thom ngot pha tron mui dan
hirong, hoa trdi va khéi thuée hut logi chmc tam hwong ciia mét lodi hoa goi la hoa
ngau. Dii bén ngodi troi da sup 16i, mot s6 birc manh da dwoc kéo lén, ta vin cé thé
nhdn ra tat ca moi dé vit trong gian phong diu ngot thom nuet nay. Mot cai sap khong
cao véi dwong diém cham tré trén nén son son, duoc dat truoc mot khung cua rong
16m nhin ra san. B6 la sdp gu duy nhdt dé ngéi: la noi ngoz choi hay nam nghi cua chu
nhan cung nay Nhitng quy ba dwoc cho phep dién kién phdi ngoi truoc mat Hoang
hdu & tam thap hon tren nhitng chiéc chiéu. Hoang hdu mdc do théu lua vang, twa nhe
nguoi vao mot chiéc goi vuéng boc lua to mau vang c6 théu chi vang, chung quanh cé
rdt nhiéu quy ba c6 ham rang den, méc do dai lua dii mau sdc, nguoi thi khian dong,
nguweoi thi dau tran: nhitng phy nit nay dimg do, chan tran, véi tw thé cung kinh. Toan
bé cdanh twong nhir goi lén cho t6i mét cam gide than ky va bé the”. )

Trong khi do ciing la cudc song cua cac cung phi khac ciing dugc Michel D
Chalgneau ghi lai rat cu thé: “Song riét ¢ trong nha ca ngay, ngu"m phu nit chang mady
khi thay dnh mdt troi. Nam nira nguoi trén nhing chiéc goi chat dong trén nhu’ng
chiéc chiéu hay tham, phu nit xir nay chuyén tro, choi bdi, ca hdt, hiit thuéc va uong
tra. Chi mét so rat it biét doc va biét théu thiia may vd.

Phu nit xir nay it khi qua lai tham nhau. Khi can di, ho dung kiéu va di kem theo
la mét doan thiéu nit mdc hai I6p do khdc mau, mau sdc thi thwong la chéi chang. Céc
thiéu nit theo hau chay theo kiéu, mang theo dii thir cho ba chii: giay vé, hép trau cau,
thuée la va ld hwong. Kiéu long do trai trang khiéng che, dac biét long thi chi nhitng
phu nit quyén quy méi dwoc c6”.?

Hoang Quy phi la dugc vua sung ai nhit, con cac nit cung thi co cach biét rat
rd rang thé hién ¢ cac bac cua cung nir va cudc song cuia cac ba phi tan sung tac hay
khong ciing phu thudc vao cap bac dugce phong. Hoang Quy phi 1a ngudi ding dau
trong cac ba phi 1a vg chinh cua vua dugc hudng nhiéu quyén loi hon ca. Hoang Quy
phi ¢ cung Khon Thai sau lung dién Can Thanh 1a noi & cua vua. Cac ba phi khac ¢
dién Trinh Minh. Hoang Quy phi dugc vua thién vi nhat, nhung cong viéc ciing ning
né nhat vi phai lo dén ddc cong viéc hang ngay trong cung. Cong viéc hang ngay cia
Hoang Quy phi c6 thé dugc lip di lip lai theo quy trinh nhu sau: Budi sang thuc day,
vé sinh c4 nhén, trang diém, xong di kiém tra cac moén an budi sang trude khi dang 1én
cho vua ngy thién. Khi chudn bi xong s& ciing véi cac cung nit va thai gidm dem mon
an dén dién Can Thanh dé dang vua. Sau d6 roi cung vua di xem xét, kiém tra cong
viéc budi sang tai cac vién vao khoang 5 gio sang. Khoang 6 gid sang vé cung Khon

™ Kinh thanh Hué déu thé ky XIX qua héi trc cia Michel Birc Chaigneau. Sdd, tr.192.
@  Kinh thanh Hué dau thé ky XIX qua hbi trc cuia Michel Pirc Chaigneau. Sdd, tr.197.
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Théi dung diém tam riéng roi dén cung Dién Tho thinh an va chic an lanh Hoang
Thai hau va nghe 161 hudn du ri tré lai cung riéng. Khoang 7 gior sang, dén chinh dién
nhan 1€ thinh an ciia cac hoang tir, cong chiia, phi tan va cac thai giam, nir cung. Tiép
theo khoang 8 gid sang, nghe cac Quan giam tau trinh cong viéc dém qua, tinh hinh
tién hanh cong viéc dau ngay, qua trinh thu, chi va cic cong viéc hang ngay trong Noi
cung. Vao luc 9 gio sang duyét don thua kién ciia cac phi tan, my nit, tham khao ¥
kién cac thai giam, y kién nhan chtng roi phan xir phai trai, nghi hoa, nghi phat. Tam
11 giod di tham cac hoang tir, cong chua, cin din bao mau cham soc con chu ddo, trang
diém qua, don Hoang dé bai triéu hdi cung dé bao cdo cong viéc da lam va linh y chi
ctia Hoang dé vé cong viée. Vo lic 12 gio thi kiém tra lai cic mén an cia Hoang dé,
sau d6 vé cung Khon Thai an ubng nghi ngoi. Khoang 14 gio thire ddy, tim rira, trang
diém, stra soan mon an nhe, banh trai cho Hoang dé dén tham. Luc 16 gid thi choi dua
v6i con nhé, dén cung Dién Tho tham Hoang Thai hau, di kiém tra cac cong viéc trong
Noi cung. Tiép theo vao luc 18 gio kiém tra mén an budi tdi ciia Hoang dé va vé cung
Khon Thai dung bira toi. Hop cac thai gidm va nghe bao céo cong viéc trong ngay,
xt 1y va dan do cac viéc can thiét. Sau d6 cung vai cung nit dén Khuong Ninh Cac
dé thip huong cung Phat, cau cho Hoang Thai hau, Hoang dé, Hoang gia duoc binh
an, dat nudc duoc thai binh, thinh vuong. Vao khoang 20 gid, vé thu phong doc sach
xong, vao luc 21 gid vui choi voi céc con, kiém tra mot s6 noi va xem lai viéc chuan
bi mén dn dém cua Hoang dé va chiic Hoang dé ngii ngon, sau d6 méi vé cung tap thé
duc, tam rira, dung bita an nhe budi tdi va nghi ngoi vao tam 23 gio.

Cudc séng cua cac vuong phi nhan ha, no di. Tuy nhién, do mudn vuon 1én ¢
nhiing dia vi cao sang hon, nhét 13 chiém duoc tinh cam cta vua nén su ghen tuong,
d6 ky xay ra 1a chuyén binh thuong. Vua Gia Long ciing nhu vua Minh Mang nhiéu
lac kho tdm vi cac ba ghen ghét, 6 ky nhau, phan xtr lai kho nén vua Gia Long ¢
1an cham biém goi cac cung phi ctia minh 1 “doan quy cai”. Cudc séng riéng tu cua
cac cung phi muén duoc vua yéu chudng 1a nhd vao tai an noi ciia cac thai giam gan
canh vua dé tau bay, chi dinh cung phi va sip xép moi viéc lién quan dén hudng lac
ctia vua. Trudc khi Hoang dé dén hau cung cta ho, cac phi tan s& phai tim rira that
sach s& va phai dugc Thai y kiém tra tong quat moi duoc cho dién kién nha vua. Cac
phi tin hau hét déu c6 noi ¢ riéng, va mot ngay ciia ho s& dugc lap diy boi cac hoat
dong nhu trang diém, may v4, lam nghé thuat hay giao tiép voi cac phi tan khac. Nhiéu
ngudi trong s6 cac phi tan danh ca cudc doi minh trong No6i cung ma khong mot lan
nao duogc nhin thdy khudn mat ciia Hoang dé.

Vua Minh Mang 12 ngudi ¢6 s6 lugng vo va con nhiéu nhét trong sb cac vi vua
triéu Nguyén (43 ba phi, sinh 162 ngudi con duge ghi chép & Nguyén Phiic téc thé
pha), nhung dudi thoi Minh Mang vao giai doan cao diém, nit nhan chén hau cung,
ké ca nit quan va cung nir, ciing khong qua 200 nguoi. Lich sir da timg ghi nhan hai
tran thién tai 16n (han han va lut bao) xay ra ¢ kinh do6 Hué dudi thoi vua Minh Mang,
da 1am anh hudng dén sb luong nit nhan chén hau cung. Vao nim Minh Mang tht 6
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(1825), khi han han xay ra, nha vua cho rang day 1a do 4m khi uat tic nén di ra chi du:
“Tha cung nit ra. Vua thdy dai han ldy lam lo, bao Thwong bdo khanh Hodng Quynh
rang: Hai ba nam nay dai han luén, tram nghi chiea 16 vi ¢é gi. Hay vi con gdi bi
giam ham trong cung nhiéu, nén dm khi udt tac ma dén thé chang? Nay dan ba con
@di trong cung ciing khéng nhiéu lam, song tam lwa cho ra 100 nguwoi, may ra tai bién
bot chang”. ) Pén nam Minh Mang tht 9 (1828), lut 16n xay ra o kinh d6, am khi u
uat ciing lai trd thanh nguyén nhan lo lang ctia nha vua: “Kinh ky lut to, mat dat sdu
hon 10 thuéc, nha cira cia dan bi tréi nhiéu chét dudi hon 60 nguwoi.... Vua nhdn bdo
B§ Lé rang: Tir truée dén nay lut mua thu, chia bao gio ghé nhw thé. Nude la twong
dam, hodc gia am khi u udt ma thanh ra thé chang? Hién nay cung nhan cé danh vi
chi ¢6 16, 17 nguoi. Tdt ca cac ban chwa qud 100 nguoi, dit dé sai khién trong cung
ma théi. Troi bdo tai nhw thé, c6 phdi la sw ngau nhién dau? Tram niva dém thirc ddy,
quanh givong bang hodang, tw trach 16i minh mong sao cho héi dwoc long troi ma khoi
tai bién.”® Than phan cla cac cung phi, budc vao Noi cung 13 nhitng thiéu nit thanh
Xuan, tudi tré, thién lwong con bd ngd trudc cude doi. Tuy nhién, cudc song day am
muu tha doan ctia chon cung cAm da bién nhimng thiéu nit thanh thuan tré thanh nhing
nguoi 13m muu, nhiéu ké. Tham chi 1a méot cude séng ¢6 don, budn ba, danh mat ca
tudi thanh xuan vi khong dugc an sting ciia nha vua...

Theo thuong 1&, vua Minh Mang mdi dém chdm cho thai giam goi ndm ba vao
hau, mdi canh mot ba. Thai giam phai chuyén danh sach nim ba 4y cho Ton Nhon
Phu, phu nay lai chuyén mot danh sach khac cho Quéc Str Quén, lam nhu vay dé sau
nay c6 mot ba nao méin nguyét khai hoa, xem thir tir ngay vua voi dén ky sinh né co
ding ngay dung thang khong.

Ban ngay, khi vua ngy ngoi, cling thudng c6 nim ba hau ha; mot ba phe phay
chiéc quat, mot ba dam bop cho vua, mot ba hat nhé nhe cho vua yén gidc, mot ba Van
thudc tém trau san dé d6, mot ba chyc khi vua thire ddy, can dung cai gi thi phai san
sang lam ngay.

Khi vua ngu thién (ttrc 1a n com) thi chi c6 thi vé ding quat hau bang nhitng ciy
quat 16ng. Bao gio vua ciing chi ngy thién mot minh chir khong c6 ba vo nao, ngay ca
Hoang Quy phi ciing khong duoc ngdi ciing mam véi vua. Chi 6 ba Mai Thi Vang
(vo vua Duy Tén), 1 dugc ngdi an chung mot mam véi vua. Ba 1a con ctia Tuan vii
Quang Tri Mai Khéc Pon, thay day hoc ciia vua. Bay gio vua Duy Tan con nho nén
chi & 1au Du Ctru (lau nay sau pha di dé 1am dién Kién Trung) chir khong ¢ dién Can
Thanh vi qua rdng.

Tuy vua c6 nhi€u phi tan, nhung khong phai ba nao cling dep, cé ba lai con kém
ve nhan sac la khac, phan nhiéu la con cac 6ng quan vo. Ba nao nho c6 sac dep hoac

™ Québc Str Quan triéu Nguyén. (2004). Bai Nam thuc luc. Tap 2. Ban dich cla Vién S hoc.
Nxb Gido duc. Ha Nai. Tr. 768.
@ Qubc St Quan triéu Nguyén. (2004). Bai Nam thuc luc. Tap 2. Sdd, tr. 768.
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khéo chiéu chuong vua thi duge hau nhiéu lan hon cic ba khac. Dén ngay dong chi,
tat ca ltra trong Tir CAm Thanh déu phai tat hét. Chi tai dién Can Thanh nhen mot 10
lira that 16n, ding vao lac ntra dém ca tam cung lyc vién méi mang 1ong ap dén dién
Can Thanh dé vua ban cho mét it lra, ngu ¥ rang vua ban hoi 4m cho moi nguoi.
Doi séng trong Noi cung ¢6 nhiéu cai phtc tap va khac hin voi doi sdng bén ngoai.
O day khong ai dugc phép noi mot chir gi x4u, go, hodc thd nhu dau, bénh, chét, dui
qué, cam, diéc... TAt ca nhiing chit dung vé vua ciing khac véi ngudi thuong: ching
han vua dau thi néi 13 Nedi se, Ngai siét hodc vi dang, vi hoa... Vua ngt 1a ngw ngoi,
vua thure day la tanh, vua di choi la ngw dao, vua bai tiét 1a canh y... Phai lam ca mot
quyén tu dién méi ghi hét nhitng chir dung riéng nay. Lai con vo sb chit hiy phai
kiéng, ai pham phai, néu 1a nhe thi bi khién trach, néu 1a ning thi bi danh don hoic
giam cam. C6 trong huy va khinh hay. Mot diéu kho hiéu hon nita 1a cho dén thir bac
cling kiéng. Ong hoang thtr hai, néu con séng thi goi 1a Hoang Hai, nhung néu da chét
thi phai goi 1a Hoang Hoi. Chin thi goi 1a Chéi. Vi vay, cac ba méi vao noi, it nhat 13
ba thang dau, khong ai dam ho ring néi mot diéu gi ca.

Ngoai ra, quy dinh trong nghi 1 ctia cac bac phi tan rat rd rang. Cac phi, tan trd
xuéng dén Tai nhan vao hau Hoang Quy phi & vi¢n, s&, cac phi, tan thi 1& vai 2 vai
truéc; Hoang Quy phi dimg day déap 18 1 vai; Tiép du cho dén Tai nhan, déu lam 18 3
vai, Hoang Quy phi khong vai dap 18, rdi moi dén chd ngdi, déu chiéu thir bac cao thap
ma ngdi, khong dugc ngéi cung chiéu véi Hoang Quy phi. Khi khoan tiép noi chuyén
xong, xin cao tu lui ve, cling theo phep nay. Hoang Quy phi nhan ¢ viéc dén cac so
Cung glal viéc vai dap va chd ngdi cing theo nhu vay ma lam. Con nhu céc phi, cac
tan tiép kién nhau va Tiép du tré xudng dén Tai nhan tiép kién nhau, thi khl mo1 gap
va khi tir gid ra vé& déu 1am 18 vai chao 1 vai, dap 18 1 véi. Tiép du tré xuéng dén Tai
nhan yét kién cac phi tan, khi méi yét kién va cdo tir ra vé, déu lam 18 vai 2 vai; cac
phi tan d6i vi Tiép dur chi dép 1 vai, con tir Quy nhan trg xuong déu khong vai dép
€. ‘Hodc cac phi tan c6 t1ep k1en Tiép dur tro xudng dén Tai nhan, nghi 1 vai dap déu
gidng nhu trén. Con chd ngdi ciing déu cho theo thir bac cao thap ma ng01 Chua du
hang giai tr¢ xuong dén thi nit va nir quan, trir hang thuc nhan ra, nhu c6 dén hau céac
phi tan, cac vi nhap giai tré xudng thi lay cac phi; cung nhan tré xubng thi lay cac tan,
déu lam 1€ lay 1 lay, roi déu chiéu thtr bic chia ra dimg hau hai bén ta hitu, khong dugc
ng01 cho ngdi méi duge ngdi ¢ chiéu dudi. Cac cap bac trén day déu co trén dudi;

“neu ngum trén hoi dén thi ké duwdi déu “a’a "va “bam”; tra loi ké dudi thi nguoi trén
nén vang trong khi xung hé: cdc phi tan thi xung la phongphl mé, phong tan mo
Tiep dir dén vi nhdp giai, Tai nhdn thi xung phong mé ho mo, Cung nhén tré xuong
dén Thi nik thi xung thj mao, con cdc bdc nir quan thi bdc thw tro xuong déu “da” béc
dau; bdc trung tro xuéng déu “da” bdc thir; bdc dudi, bdc cudi deu “da’ cdc béc
gitta tré 1én. Xung hé thi déu tiyy theo quan ham, nhir ¢é yét kién nhau déu lam 1é vdi
[ vai, ke dwoi vai truoce, nguoi trén dap lai, duy bdc dau, bdc thir doi véi bac duoi,
bdc cudi thi mién vai ddp 1é. Ché ngéi ciing déu chiéu theo thir bic trén dwdi, khéng
dige trdi phép vieot bdc. Lai nhw khi di ciing gap, cdc phi tré xuong gap Hoang Quy
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phi, déu phai tranh ditng ra bén dwong, cho Hoang Quy phi di khoi r6i méi di, con cdc
giai traxuong dén nu" quan, déu cé thir béc tén ty, nhuw ¢é gdp nhau, ciing theo nhuw thé
ma lam, déu theo cdp bdc ma té ra cé 1é phép”

Vé viéc gitta vua va cac ba thi co thai giam va cac nit quan. Dudi triéu Tu DPuc,
thai giam c6 70 ngudi, mot sé phan 1én ¢ cac lang, mdi lang ching ba nguoi, con lai
thi phuc dich & Pai Noi. Thai gidm c6 nam dang: Thi dang, Thir dang, Trung dang,
A dang va Ha dang. Cac nit quan 1am viéc dudi quyén cia thai giam. Sau nay, ty do
hon, nén thi vé cling duoc giao thi¢p voi cac ba, thi vé gém cO nam déng, tor Ngii
dang dén Nhat dang. Vao khoang cudi triéu Nguyén, thi vé gdm c6 65 ngudi, dat dudi
quyén diéu khién cia mot Thong quan va mot Quan lanh. Hai chirc nay ngang hang
v6i Thuong thu va dugce goi la Thi vé dai than.

Nha Nguyén ciing dit ra cac quy dinh cham séc stc khoe cho cac cung nit.
Trong phép chita bénh Pong y c6 vong, van, vén, thiét. Thé ma diy vong la xem bé
ngoai con bénh ra sao cling khong, van la nghe giong noéi con bénh ra sao cling khong,
van 14 hoi xem con bénh nghe trong minh dau nhu thé nao ciing khong ndt, ta thay cac
ba trong Noi cung ngay xwa hay mat som thi ciing khong la gi. Nhu ai ciing biét, mot
khi da vao noi thi khong ai con dugce tiép xtic v6i dan ong nira. Kho ndi cac ba song
t0 ting trong cung, lai thuong hay dau 6m ma thay thudc chi c6 cac quan Ngu y, toan
la dan 6ng ca mac dau ho da ding tudi. Dudi tricu Khai Dinh, mdi khi c6 mot ba dau
thi ba y clr nAm trong mung, ngoai mung con ¢ mot birc man nita. Bén ngoai ngudi
ta dé mot cai ghé dau cho ba 4y tho tay ra va dé 1én. Mot quan Ngu y ¢6 tudi, khan ao
chinh t&, dén chan mach, mot bén c6 mot thai giam, bén kia c6 mot ba Quén sy dimg
chung kién. Nhung so quan Ngu 'y dung dén tay bénh nhan thi hai lan da s& cham vao
nhau, nen nguoi ta da can than lay mot manh lya méng de quan vao cuom tay nguol
bénh, rdi quan Ngu y méi 4n may ngon tay vao manh lya 4y dé bat mach. Khi dau yéu,
bénh tat, ho phai ra khoi hoang cung dé dudng bénh tai Binh An Dudng.

Than phén cac ba phi khi gia thi khong duoc & trong Noi cung, mot sb 1én ¢ lang
tho phung, huong khoi hodac mét s6 tré vé qué, khi mét cac ba duoc tho tai d6 hodc &
nha tho riéng.

Mau Ngo, Ty Puc nam tht 11 [1858], c6 quy dinh va ciing 1a tinh nguyén
ctia cac phi tan, “fir cdc phi cho dén cung nga, thi nir, hodc ngueoi cé con ma con chét
truée, cing la nguoi khéng cé con, néu xin tinh nguyén & lai chdu triee & dién tho,
ma sau chét di, thi dwoc tho & dd'y, cdp cho do tho, xudn thu té 2 lan, nhw 1é moi dén
tho khdc”.@ Sau khi mat, cac ba dugc tho riéng hodc thd chung tai mot s6 dén tho. Vi
du ba Buc phi Lé thi, tirc 1a ba B¢ tam cung, me ctia Quang Oai cong va Thuong Tin
Quan vuong, dugc tho & dén Puc Phi, tai x3 Pha Xuan huyén Huong Tra; ba Hién
phi Ngé thi dugc thd tai dén Hién Phi, ciing tai x4 Phti Xuan; ba Gia phi Pham thi, me
ctia Tho Xuan Vuong, dugc tho tai dén Gia Phi, & Pong Tri Thuong 4p ngoai Kinh
™ Québc St Quan triéu Nguyén. (2003). Pai Nam thuc luc. Tap 7. Sdd, tr. 1224-1225.

@ Quédc St Quan triéu Nguyén. (2003). Bai Nam thuc luc. Tap 7. Sdd, tr. 551.
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Thanh. Sb dong céac ba khac tur bac Tan, Ti¢p du xuéng My nhan, Tai nhan dugc tho
tai cac dén Y Thuc & vuon Thu Xuan, phia tay Kinh Thanh va L¢ Thuc & vuon Thanh
Phuong ndm ¢ bo phia tay song HO Thanh, trong Kinh Thanh...

4. Cac quy dinh vé tang ché va phan md khi qua doi

Dién ché xay dung ling mo cua vua, quan, hoang hiu va cac cung phi duoc quy
dinh cu thé 1o rang va chat ché€ theo tirng cap bac. Viéc quy dinh lang md§ céc phi tan
duoc ghi lai trong cac nguon thu tich.

Minh Ménh nam thur 19 [1838], nha vua da “dinh cdc thirc nha tho o lang va
mé cdc phi tan tré xuéng (cdc phi: nha tho ¢ lang, trong xdy, twong gach cao 4 thude
1 tc, chiéu dai 2 trwong 7 thuée, chiéu ngang rong 2 trieong 7 tdc, ngodi xdy tuong
gach cao 4 thiede 5 tac, dai 5 trwvong 4 thiede, ngang rong 4 treong 5 thude, mdt trudce
chinh giira xdy mot cua, cua dimg goAN son do, phz’a trong cua, trudc binh phong dung
bla da khac nhitng chit: “mé phi mé thi chi tam®”. Trude cira xdy thém Sdn aelé 3
cap, moi cdp rong 6 thuGe, mdt truée va ta hitu xdy lan can cao 1 thuéce 8 tic, chung
quanh gidi han cam déu cach 20 truong, ché gidp gidi xdy cét gach dé nhé gidi han.
Cdc tan: nha tho ¢ lang, trong xdy twong gach cao 3 thude 6 tac, dai 2 trwvong 3 thude,
réng 2 trwong 3 tdc, ngoai xdy twong gach cao 4 thide 1 tdc, rong 4 triweong 5 thude,
chiéu ngang 3 triwong 6 thude, phia trude bén trong cira & trude binh phong, ¢é bia
dd, khdc chiv: “mé tan mé thi chi tam”, chung quanh giéi cam déu 12 trieong”.® Bac
Tiép du tré xudng quy dinh cac mo trong xay tudng gach cao 3 thude 2 tic, dai 2
truong 1 thude, chiéu ngang 1 truong 8 thudc, bén ngoai tudng gach cao 4 thudc, dai
3 trugng 6 thude, chiéu ngang 3 trugng 2 thude, cira mit trude & trude binh phong co
bia da khéc chir: “Tiép dw hodc Quy nhan, My nhén, Tai nhén, mé thi chi mé”. Chung
quanh gi6i han déu 8 trugng. Cac han 18 gidi cém néu gip dan cu va rudng sau khe
cu thi ctr chd tiép glap, xay cot gach khong ctr sb truong, giao cho bién binh canh gitr
trong cdy co hoa, cbt dugc xanh tbt, cac Kinh dodn, Kinh huyén thoi thuong tuan tra
nghiém cim dén sé tai khong duoc chon trom phan mo & trong gidi han va tha trau dé
gidy xé0 vao cay co 1én hoa, ké nao pham phép thi bat toi. Cho x4y dung tir bén do dén
cac s& nha tho & lang va lang mé ciing dip dudng di, dé tién viéce di lai tham viéng.

Ty Buc nam thu 6 [1853], nha vua lai quy dinh vé “dinh 1¢ lang tam cua phi tan
(tir nay vé sau, pham khi dinh lam ldng tam nén tim noi dat khéng khodng, néu cé mo
réng vao mé cii bat phdi doi di chén ché khdc, thi chi cho doi dén 10 ngédi la ciing,
khéng dwoc nhiéu qud, lam luy cho ddn”.®

Nam 1858, vua Tu Ptic uu tién cho cac phi tin phung truc ¢ Hiéu Lang va
Xuong Lang “méi noi 1 cdi nha riéng ¢ ngodi gidi han dat cam. Pham cdc phi tan,
cho dén cung nga, thi nit, hodc ngwoi cé con ma con chét truwde, cung la nguoi khong

" TAm mé cla phi nao, ho 13 gi.
@  Québc St Quan tridu Nguyén. (2003). Pai Nam thuc luc. Tap 5. Sdd, tr. 327-328.
®  Qudc St Quan triéu Nguyén. (2007). Bai Nam thuc luc. Tap 7. Sdd, tr. 278.



Tap chi Nghién ctru va Phat trién, s 9 (163) . 2020 157

co con, néu xin tinh nguyén o lai chau truc o dién tho, ma sau chet di, thi duoc tho o
day, cap cho do tho, xudn thu te 2 lan, nhw lé moi dén tho khac ™.

Dén ndm Ty Duc thir 24 [1871] nha vua da quy dinh ca viéc xay dung tam mo cho
céc cung nhan, cung nga 1a nhimg béc thap nhit trong Noi cung: “Mdi dinh cdch thire
phan mé ciia cde cung nhan, cung nga, thi nit. Nam Minh Ménh thir 19, tir phi tan cho
dén tai nhan chwa vao bdc, thé 1é da dwoc chuan dinh, tir cung nhan tro xué'ng chuwa
ban dén. Pén nay méi dinh cach thirc phan mé cung nhan cho dén thi nit. Mé cung
nhdn: Thanh twong than cao 3 thude, day 1 thuéce 2 tdc, dai 2 trwvong 8 thude, dwong
kinh réng 2 trweong 2 thude. Vé mdt triede, phia trong canh cira, & trude binh phong,
dung 1 tam bia da, khdc chit mé cia cung nhan ho mo... Gidi han dat cam, xung
quanh déu 6 triong. Chi cho gach xdy 1.000 vién, dé niii 1 dong va 8 phan dong, véi
5.000 cén, mdt xau 100 cdn, gidy boi 600 to, canh cira 2 tdm, dé trdng 5 tam, dan phu
50 tén, tién céng 150 quan, gao 40 phwong.

M6 cung nga: Thanh twong thin cao 2 thude 8 tac, day 1 thiede 1 tac, dai 2 triwong
5 thuée, dwong kinh réng 2 triweong, vé mdt trude, phia trong canh cira, & trude binh
phong, dung 1 tam bia da, khdc chit mé ciia cung nga ho mé... Gidi han dat cam, xung
quanh déu 5 trong. Chi cho gach xdy 1.000 vién, da niii 1 déng va 6 phan déng, véi
4.000 can, mat xdu 90 can, giéy béi 500 to, cénh cira 2 tam, da lrcfng 5 tam, déan
phu 40 tén, tién céng 120 quan, gao 32 phiong.

M9 cuia thi nit: Thanh tiong than cao 2 thuée 5 tac, day 1 thude, dai 2 trieong
2 thiede, dwong kinh réng 1 truong 8 thuée. Vé mat trude, phia trong canh cira, ¢
trmfc binh phong, du’ng I tdm bia da khdc chit mg cia thi nit ho mé... Gidi han dat
cam xung quanh déu 4 trugng, chi cho gach xdy 1.000 vien, da mot dong va 4 phan
dong, voi 3.000 can, mat xdu 80 can, gidy boi 400 to, canh cira 2 tam, dd trang 5
tam, dan phu 30 tén, tién cong 90 quan, gao 24 phwong”.®

Dudi thoi vua Dong Khanh [1 886], tridu dinh lai c6 sy thay d6i va quy mo xay
dung lang mo va chiéu theo thir bac dé co quy dinh rd rang va cong bang: “Chudn
cho phan mé tir cung giai den thi nit, tir nay chiéu theo cap bac cap tién botdi. Lé ci,
vit liéu do Nha nwde mua cdp, nhdan cong thi chiét cap tién gao, cdc phi tan tién 400
quan, gao 120 phwong; bdc tiép du, quy nhdn, tién 300 quan, gao 80 phwong, bdc
my nhan, tai nhan, tien 240 quan, gao 64 phuwong, bdc tai nhan, vi nhap giai va cung
nhén, tién 150 quan, gao 40 phiong, bdc cung nga, tién 120 quan, gao 32 phwong;
bdc thi nit, tien 90 quan, gao 24 phirong. Pén nay cdp bot di, phi tan 200 quan; tiép
du, quy nhan 150 quan; my nhan, tai nhan 120 quan, tai nhan, vi nhdp giai va cung
nhan, cung nga 100 quan, thi nit 80 quan. Nhw co nguwoi giit viéc tho cung va than
nhan, thi dwoc chiéu linh dem vé chiéu 1é xdy ding; khéng cé nguoi giir viéc tho ciing
va than nhan, thi do phu Thira Thién thué nguoi lam.®?

™ Québc St Quan triéu Nguyén. (2007). Bai Nam thuc luc. Tap 7. Sdd, tr. 551.

@  Québc St Quan tridu Nguyén. (2007). Pai Nam thuc luc. Tap 7. Sdd, tr. 1276-1277.

®  Qubc St Quan triéu Nguyén. (2003). Bai Nam thuc luc. Tap 9. Ban dich cia Vién S hoc.
Nxb Gido duc. Ha Nai. Tr. 254-255.
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Cudc sdng trong chon Noi cung nhiéu luc phire tap, vua Gia Long tung ndi voi
mot dai than ngudi Phap ctiia minh 1 J.B. Chaigneau vé chén hau cung nhu sau: “Nay,
lat nita ddy, ta sé bi vay quanh béi mét dam yéu nir sé hét vao tai diéc ca tai (ngdi gid
giong va cir chi ciia ngwoi phu nit dang dién tiét 1én): "Mudn tau bé ha, xin bé ha xét
xik cong minh cho, con muy no da chivi than thiép; hay la, ngweoi ta da doi xir té véi ha
than; muén tau bé ha, xin phan minh cho ha than!". R6i mét té véu nit khac lai dén kéu
than bén 16 tai: “Mudn tdu bé ha, bé ha khdong con sung di than thiép, bé ha da chiéu
6 ké khdc, mudn tau bé ha... xin dén luot than thiép .V Cudc séng & chén hau cung
rat phirc tap, dé yén 6n cong viéc triéu chinh, triéu dinh rat sang sudt dé ra nhiéu chinh
sach, cling nhu quy ché khong khac gi ddi véi quan van va quan v, c6 chinh sach
thuong phat nghiém minh va dén ca hau sy khi cac ba qua doi cling phan bo theo trat
tu thir bac tir thap 1én cao. Ché do nay da dugc quy dinh thanh dién ché va day ciing
la dung cu sdc bén dé cai tri dat nude trong moi hoan canh.

Thay l1oi két

Chén hau cung 1a mot x4 hoi thu nho, 13 mot thé gisi phu nit dé thuc hién cac
cong viée phuc vu cho vua va duy tri noi giéng. Pé diéu hanh toan bd chdn Noi cung,
triéu Nguyén di 1ap ra cac ty dé quan Iy chat ché va co ché do thudong phat rat rd rang.
Ngoai ra, triéu dinh con c6 nhiing ché d6 vu dai cho nhirng nguoi vé gia va khi vé thé
gidi bén kia mot cach hau hi, tir noi 4n, chon 6, noi thd cing, yén nghi. Chinh vi vay,
di Noi cung nha Nguyén c6 nhiéu chuyén thadm cung bi str nhung khong c¢é nhiing
vu viéc ndi dinh ndi dam, va tat ca déu tudn theo dién ché cua triéu dinh. Dudi triéu
Nguyén, cudc song Noi cung phan nao cling yén 6n, khong nhu chén Noi cung cua
Trung Hoa. Nho cach t6 chuc va phan cap quan ly rd rang minh bach ma m01 hoat
dong trong chén Noi cung von phie tap, “vua Gia Long thwong néi viéc tri quoc doi
Véi ngai dé hon va it nhoc cong hon la viée cai quan cung cam”® lai trd nén yén on.
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