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HUYEN THOAI TRAN MU U
Vo Huong An*

Thap nién 1960, Nhat Ban c6 mot cuén phim den tring rat néi tiéng, phim
Rashomon (La Sinh M6n). Phim néi tiéng khong vi tai ti xudt sic, tiéng tdm
gao cdi, ciing khong vi hinh dnh dep, dan dung cong phu té6n kém, ma vi cot
chuyén tham thdy. Du6i cong Rashomon mot chiéu mua tam td, may ngudi tra
mua cung ké vé mot vu 4n mang nhung khong ai giong ai, vay thi su that & chd
nao? Thé méi biét bat dung su that khong phai dé, huéng ho 1a su that lich su,
nhiing viéc khi ching ta néi t6i da cach ching ta bién biét cd hang chuc, hang
tram hay hang ngan nam. Tam sao that ban, néu cé, ciing la chuyén thuong,
nhat 1a khi nguoi ké, nguoi viét khong nam bat duge di kién, lai phéng chiéu
cau chuyén bay béng theo tri tuéng tugng ctia van chuong. To6i nhé dén nhiing
hon bi mu u thoi tho 4u va tran gidc mu u lang dang may khéi trong khong
khi ¢d tich.

Lan dau tién dugc thoat khéi su canh chitng clia mé ngoai dé theo 1 ban
hang x6m méc quan xa 16n, quet miii ngang, chay rong tif xém T4 Tam trong
Thanh N¢i (Hué) 1én Cau Pat, ra duong Ngo Moén (nay la dudng 23 théng 8),
dudng Cot C (Ong Ich Khiém), luom trai mu u vé lam bi d€ danh bi mo, danh
ddo, qua la mot cudc phiéu luu tuyét voi. Con nit, dda nao lai khong thich danh
bi, nhung tién dau dé mua bi thay tinh nhu tui con nha giau? Nhiing trdi mu
u chin vang, rung xudéng cé, lau ngay mua ning lam cho 16p v6 ngoai tréc di,
con lai cai hot tron c¢é vé ciing, con nha ngheéo lugm vé lam bi, tuy khong dep
nhu bi thiy tinh nhung choi ciing hét y nhu ai. Khi tdi vd vao hai cdi tai 4o c6
kiéng ddy mu u dé khoe thanh tich phiéu luu v6i mé ngoai, ba binh luan ngay:

- Hbi xua, may 6ng tuéng cia minh ding mu u ni dé danh tran véi Tay
dé. Giét Tay chét nhu ra.

Nghe chuyén la, t6i héi ngay:

- Bo may ong dung mu u lam dan dé bin Tay ha mé?

- Khong, nghe ké 1a m4y quan tuéng ctia minh thay Tay khong c6 dau goi
(?!), khi di, hai chun ct thang bang nhu cdt tre, néu nga té chic chidn khong
ding day dugc. Béi ria, may quan tuéng sic dan nap mu u, rdéi sai quan rai ra
day duong. Tay di gidy, dap nhim mu u, trugt té, nidm thang cdng. Quan minh
phuc sdn, tha ho d6 ra danh giét, Tay thua.

Lén 1én, ciing c6 lic nghe mot ddi ngudi cao giong ké vé thanh tich tran
mu u danh T4y, nhung khi héi d6 la trdn nao, xay ra ¢ dau, thi khong nguoi
nao néi cho ra vach. Poc trong sti, ciing khong thay c6 ché nao nhic dén vu mu
u, long ¢t van vo thic méc, chuyén ddanh gidc gitt nuéc ma nghe nhu dua. May
man, vé sau chuyén nay lai dugc hoc gid Th4i Van Kiém nhic dén trong cudn
Cé6 dé Hué rat noi tiéng cta ong.

* San Jose, California, Hoa Ky
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Hoa va trai mu u (Nguén: internet)

“Ngay nay trong vin chuong binh dan con truyén lai ciu ca dao:

Vin Thdnh trong thong

V6 Thdanh trong bang

Ngé v6 Xa Tdc: hai hang mu u

Cau nay nhic lai mot chién cong dudi thoi vua Tu Pic. Khi quan Phép d6
b 1én ctra Thuén An, kéo binh vao thanh Iqué', quan ta mai phuc hai bén duong
vao dan Xa Té4c, ben 18y trai mu u d6 ra day duong. Quan Phap di giay da, dap
lén mu u, nhao té ddo dién. Quan ta thita thé nhay ra ddnh 4p 14 ca lam cho
quan Phéap phai chay tan loan. Vi vy méi goi la tran gidc mu u. Ngay nay,
hai bén duong Xa Tac, con hai hang mu u (Calophyllum) cao ngét nghéu thinh
thodng rung trai trén vai nguoi di duong, nhu dé nhic nhé mot trang sit oanh liét.”
(Thai Van Kiém, sdd, tr.3)

ba goi 1a “trang st oanh liét” thi ngudi dan nao lai khong 14y lam hanh
dién vé su nghiép gitf nudc cha t6 tién minh, hudng chi d6i vdi toi, la ngudi dia
phuong, noi dién ra chién tich d6. Phai tim hiéu thi hanh dién méi c6 cén cd.
Nhung... n6i vdy ma khong phai vay!

Thoi Tu DPic, Phap danh Hué may lan?

_ Nu6c Phép lién minh v6i Tay Ban Nha, md diu cudc xam lang Viét Nam
lan dau tién vao ngay 1/9/1858 tai Pa Nang, dudi thoi vua Ty Duc (tri vi: 1847-
1883). Nam 1862, sau khi mat ba tinh mién Pong Nam Ky (Bién Hoa, Gia Dinh,
Dinh Tudng), trieu dinh Hué phai ky Hoa udc Nham Tuat, nhuong ba tinh da
mat cho Phap. Tu d6 cho dén khi bang ha vao ndm 1883, vua Ty Duc con ky
thém mot hoa u6c nita, ddnh dau thém mot bude thut 1ui cia nén doc lap. bé la
Hoa udc Giap Tudt ky ndm 1874, sau khi that thi thanh Ha Noi lan thd nhat
vao nam 1873, tuéng tha thanh 1a Nguyén Tri Phuong bi thuong, bi bat nhung
da can truong nhin déi chiu dau ma chét; thém vao d6 lai mat thém mAay tinh
mién trung du.

Lich st cho thay trong suét thoi gian vua Tu Die tri vi, quan Phap
chua bao gio tan céong Hué - ngay ci tan cong ctia Thuin An, céng ngd vao
Hué, ciing chua, néi chi t6i viéc quan Phap vo trong Kinh Thanh, roi tién 1én
dan Xa T4c gitta hai hang mu u dé€ réi bi phuc binh cia ta danh giét!
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Ngay nay, cay mu u chi con rai rac doc dudng Ong ich Khiém
truGc Dai Noi Hué (Anh tu liéu tdoa soan, thang 4/2008)

Nha Nguyén lap ra dan Nam Giao dé t& Troi (Hiéu Thién Thuong Dé),
lap ra dan Xa Tac dé t& than Pat (Hai chif xd tdc ciing chi vé dat nuéc, son ha
xd tdc). Vi vay, thud xa xua bén Tau, hé chiém dugc dan x4 tic cha nude nao cé
nghia 1a lam chi duge nude d6, nhung dén thoi TAy qua xam ling Viét Nam thi
dau c6 can lam vay. Tay khong can chiém dan Xa Téc hay dan Nam Giao, lai
con tng ho viée t& dan Nam Giao, dan X4 Téc, ma Viét Nam van bi mat nué6c
non cd tram niam! Pan Xa Tac chua bao gio 14 mot muc tiéu quan su trong sudt
qué trinh xdm liang cta Phap ¢ Viét Nam.

C6 hay khong tran mu u? Mot chiit lich su

Vay thi khong c6 tran mu u?

Cé6 chi. Nhung khong phai nhu Huong Giang Thai Van Kiém da dan. N6
thudc vé mot bién co khac, khong ¢ dudi thoi vua Tu Pidc, ma ciing khong dinh
liu g dén dan X& T&c. N6 1a mot phan nhé trong bién cd that tha kinh dé ndm
At Dau, 1885, thoi vua Ham Nghi (1884-1885). Tb6i xin trich cia Tran Trong
Kim mot doan st sau day dé& ban doc c6 chit ¥ niém vé bién co:

“ [1884] Nhung & cac noi, nhiitng quan cii ta con chéng nhau v6i quan
Phép, ma ¢ Hué thi Nguyén Van Tudng va Ton That Thuyét chuyén ché dd moi
duong. Thang 9 ndm Gidp Than (1884), hai 6ng 4y dem 6ng Duc Dtc [than phu
vua Thanh Thai] giam vao nha téi, khong cho an uéng dé chét déi, d6 toi cho la
thong muu véi gidc. Hai 6ng 4y lai md quan tap linh va lap don Tan Sé 6 gan
Cam Lo thudc tinh Quang Tri, dem dd bau ngoc vang bac ra ddy, phong khi cé
viéc gi thi dem quan ra d6 dé chéng nhau véi quan Phap. Ciing vi cic 6ng ay
c6 y muon khang cu, cho nén quan Phap da chiém gitt Mang C4 ¢ thanh Hué
va lai bat b6 sting dai béac ¢ trén thanh di.

Ngay 18 thang 4 nam At Dau (1885), thong tuéng De Courcy sang tdi
Béc Ky. Bay gio su hoa uéc v6i Tau da xong, béi vay thong tuéng méi dinh vao
Hué bt triéu dinh ta phai chiu quyén bdo ho. Thong tuéng dén Ha Noi da néi
chuyén véi cac nguoi Phdp va nhitng ngudi Nam ra lam quan véi Phéap, da biét
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tinh hinh & trong Hué 1a thé nao. Pén ngay 19 thiang 5 thi théng tuéng dem
non 500 quan di tau vao Hué. Triéu dinh ct hai quan dai than theo vién Kham
st Phap 12 6ng De Champeaux ra dén thong tuéng & ctia Thuan An. Sdng hom
sau, thong tuéng cho doi hai quan phu chinh sang bén Kham st d€ dinh viéc
vao yét kién vua Ham Nghi.

Hai 6ng 4y luc bdy gid con dang lung 13y, viéc triéu chinh § trong tay minh
cd, ma thay thong tuéng lam su duong dot nhu thé, ciing da tdc gian 1dm... Ong
Tudng thi 14 mot tay giao thiép gidi, lai c6 nhiéu muu co va tai nghé Gng bién,
cho nén lic 4y chi c6 mot minh 6ng Tudng sang ra mat quan thong tuéng De
Courcy ma thoi, con ong Thuyét thi cdo bénh khong sang. Thong tuéng thaiy
vay, bdo dau ciing phai khiéng sang. Ton That Thuyét thay quan Phép ra oai
nhu thé, phan thi tic gian, phan thi sg, lai nhan lic bay gio méi c6 diém dong
dat, méi nghi bung rang ddy 1a diém troi xui khién bén quyét ¥ stia soan dé
danh nhau.

Théong tuéng De Courcy dinh dén hom vao dién yét kién vua Ham Nghi,
thi phdi mé ctia chinh, khong nhiing chi d€ quan nuéc Phap di ma théi, nhung
lai phdi d€ ci quan linh cung di vao cta 4y. Triéu dinh thay diéu 4y trai véi
quoc 1&, xin dé thong tuéng di clia gitia, theo nhu st Tau ngay trude, con quan
linh thi xin di ctia hai bén, théng tuéng nhat dinh khong chiu.

... Trua hom 22 cac quan ¢ Co Mat Vién sang Kham si xin vao ban dinh
cho xong viéc di ctrta chinh, ctra bén, nhung théng tuéng De Courcy khong tiép.
Ba Tur Du Thai Hau sai quan dem do 1& vat sang téng thong tuéng, thong tuéng
ciing khudc di khong nhan. Cac quan thdy thong tuéng lam dit doi nhu vay, déu
ngo ngac khong hiéu ra y t gi ma khinh man triéu dinh dén nhu thé. Tén That
Thuyét cang thay thé cang 14y lam tic gian, thoi thi song chét ciing lieu mot
tran, hoa may troi c6 giup ké yéu hén gi chang? Ay la ldc tuéng si luc bay gio
ai ciing tuéng nhu thé, cho nén méi dinh dén nita dém khdéi su phat sing ban
sang Kham st va danh trai linh ctia Phap ¢ Mang C4 [VHA nhan manh].

Chiéu hom 4y thong tuéng lam tiéc dai cdc quan Phap. Tiéc viia tan xong,
thi sing & trong thanh né ra dung dung, rdi nhitng nha 6 chung quanh dinh
Kham st chay, ltra d6 ruc troi. Quan Phap thay bat thinh linh nita dém quan ta
danh pha nhu vay, chua biét ra thé nao, chi yén ling ma chong giti. Pén sang
ngay 23 [5/7/1885] méi tién 1én danh, thi quan ta thua chay.”

Quan Phép phan cong bing hai mii. Mii thi nhat, phat xuat tir Mang C4;
miii thi hai tir Toa Kham, bang qua song Huong. C4 hai miii déu nhdm Pai Noi
lam muc tiéu. Khoang 7 gi¢ rudi sang, vua Ham Nghi va tam cung luc vién thoat
ra Pai Noi bang clia Chuong Dic & phia tay, roi sau d6 ra khéi Kinh Thanh bang
Ctia Hitu, b4t dau mot cudc hanh trinh day gian nan. TAm gio sidng, quan Phép
treo co trén Ky Dai truéec Ngo Moén, ho hoan toan lam cha kinh d6 va ho khong
dung gi dén dan Xa TAc.

Nhan chiing hi€m hoi ctia trdn mu u

St ghi vdn t4t vé bién ¢6 At DAu, thi 1am sao bi&t duge mu u da duge su
dung ¢ dau va khi nao? Ngay nay, khé ai tra 16i duge cau héi nay néu tac gia
L6 Giang tiéu st da khong chiu khé ghi lai d6i dong cho con chdu trong nha.
L6 Giang tiéu su 1a hdi ky cta cu Thuong thu huu tri Nguyén Vin Mai, hiéu
Tiéu Cao, viét bang chit Nho, da dugc con trai 1a 6ng Nguyén Hy Xuéc dich ra
Viét ngli nam 1947, in ronéo, luu hanh noi b gia dinh. Mot vai than hiiu cua
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gia dinh may m#n dugc doc hoi ky nay, dd nhan ra ring ngoai chuyén cii cia
c4 nhan va gia dinh dugc ghi lai, L6 Giang tiéu st con 1a mot ngudn s liéu hitu
ich vi chida dung nhiéu chi tiét lién quan t6i lich st Viet Nam vao cudi thé ky
XIX va dau thé ky XX; vi vay, ban phéng anh Lé Giang tiéu st ciing dugc luu
hanh gitta mot s6 ngudi nghién cdu si xudt than tit Hué. Cu Tiéu Cao d6 Phé
bang khoa thi Héi nam At DAu (1885). Ngay 15 thang Nam (4dm lich) vao thi
Dinh, dang cho két qua thi xdy ra bién co that tha kinh d6 vao sang ngay 23
thang Nam, At Dau (5/7/1885).

Ngay ti ngay 22 thang 5, cong si Nguyén Vin Mai da ghi nhan ring:

“Lic dé, ta vao thi Dinh xong, cing véi anh Tran Dao Tiém dén Bo Lé& dé
cho két qua ky thi, thi thdy trong thanh [Kinh Thanh], tit Tran Binh Pai [Mang
Ca] cho dén Luc B9, hai bén dudng déu dao hao, linh céc trai déu mang guom
sing sin sang, trudc cac trai linh déu chat day nhiing thiung chia cot chudi dé
phong bi. Hai bén dudng tit Tran Binh Dai ma ra chiat day nhitng déng
trai bang va mu u (VHA nh4n manh) (tr. 35).

“..7 giod dém hom 4y, truée khi giao chién thi Ton That Thuyét mat phai
mot todn quan dén vay Toa Sd, con quan linh trong thanh déu chd luc vé mét
bac Tran Binh Dai, va d€ lai trai khong. Dén gio biat dau giao chién, quan ta
ban truéc ma quan Phap chi ban trd ma théi.. Trong thanh, quan ta bén tiép vao
Tran Binh Pai tir 8 gio dém cho t6i 1 gid sdng, nghe trong dai it bin ra, quan
ta 4p vao va la to: da 4p vao Tran Binh Dai roi. Tiéng la nhu sdm. Khong ngo
khi quan ta bén thi quan Phap déu nip xuéng ham dé doi, chi thinh thodng bén
tra it thoi. Pén 3 gio sdng quan Phap nghe chiing quan ta ban sua ra va sip
4p vao Tran Binh Dai thi ho ving diy bin cd mot loat, quan ta thudc dan it,
khong dich néi, dua nhau ma chay, quan Phap dudi theo va ban chi thién.”

“Quan ta nghe tiéng sing khong biét nga nao, dap nhau ma chét trong
hao hoéic gitta duong, ngudi trudec bude trén mu u té nga, nguoi sau dap
l1én ma chét hang ngan. Truéc kia dao hao, rai mu u lén dudng, chu
y la dé€ hai quan Phap, ma héa ra lam hai quan ta. Tai cdc cta thanh,
trai gai gia tré, ngudi mang cua, ké bé con, tranh nhau ma ra, nguoi trudc nga,
nguoi sau dap lén, thay liet day duong..” (tr. 35-36).

Nhiing dong van tat cta Tiéu Cao da lam sang t6 nhiing diém sau:

Qua that c6 tran mi u xay ra vao dém 22 rang ngay 23/5 At Dau, 1885;

- Noi chién tran xdy ra 1a quang duong tir Mang Ca dén Pai Noi (duong
Dinh Tién Hoang ngay nay) doan gan Mang C4. Khong dinh gi dén Xa Tic.

- Trong tran nay, quan Viét khong nhiing dung mu u ma con dung ca trai
bang nhu mot phuong tién hd trg hanh quan chién dau dé hai quan Phép.

Mu u va trai bang khong hai duge quan Phap ma chi lam hai quan Viét vi
linh Phép di giay dinh, dap nat mu u va trdi bang dé dang, con quan dan Viét
thi di chan dat, dap nham mu u va trai bang, té nga, bi ddm dap ma chét, chua
noéi chi t6i tén bay dan lac. T4t ca ngoai du liéu cia cdc quan tuéng. RO rang la
khong c6 mot chién thing vinh quang nao nhu da dugc ké lai theo truyén thuyét.

“Ng6 vo Xa Tdc hai hang mu u” nghia la sao?

Khi biét su that nhu da trinh bay thi c6 thé thay dugc rang gidi thich vé
¥ nghia cua cau hat dan gian Ngé vé Xa Tdc hai hang mu u nhu Huong Giang
Théi Van Kiém da viét 1a néng phan tuéng tuong hon thuc t& da dién ra.
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Pudng vao ban é T4c, rpét trudc (trai) va mat séu (phai),
nay da “khéng con mu u” (Anh tu liéu tda soan, thang 4/2008)

Vay thi toan bd cau hat chi 1a nhiing cau ta canh thoi sao? Rat c6 thé.

Van Thanh tic Vin Miéu, xay dung vao nam Gia Long thi 7 (1808), tho
Khéng Tl va cac danh Nho. Khuén vién trong day thong.

V6 Thanh tiec Vo Miéu, xdy dung nim Minh Mang tha 16 (1835), tho
Khuong Tt Nha va cac danh tuéng Trung Hoa va Viét Nam. Trong khuén vién
miéu nay ngudi ta trong cay bang. C4 hai mi&u déu nim vé ta ngan song Huong,
cach chtia Thién Mu vé phia tay khong bao xa.

Trong khi d6, dan Xa T#c lai dit trong Kinh Thanh, bén phia tay phai
ctia Pai Noi, trén dudng Tran Nguyén Han. Pan nay lap ra ndm Gia Long tha
5 (1806) dé tho cac than cha vé dat dai (Thdi Xa@ Thén) va mua mang (Thdi
Tdc Than). Trong modt nude 14y nong nghiép lam goc thi dat dai va mua mang
l1a su séng con cta quoc gia. Trong khuon vién Xa Téc nguvi ta trong ba thi
cdy, 1a thong, xoai va mu u. Con dudng di vao Xa Téc cling trong miu u nén méi
c6 cau hat trén.

Ta hiy xem nguoi xua danh gid ba loai cAy nay nhu thé nao. Pai Nam
nhdt théng chi chép:

- Tung (thong): Ban Thdo néi rang tung la dan anh trong cac loai moc,
cho nén viét theo chit cong, lai néi tung gia thi du khi k&t thanh phuc linh mot
nghin ndm thi nhua né ké&t thanh hé phach. Nay é dan Nam Giao, c4c son liang,
ndi Ngu Binh cac noi thong moc thanh riung... (Tr.352).

- Cay mu u: Nam mai, hoa nhu hoa mai tréng, qua tron nhu ngén chan c4i,
ép dau, tri vét dao thuong, thip den kién gian khong an. Cay cong queo bén
chic, nha nuéc hay trong dé€ dung lam tay cong va banh 14i & thuyén. (Tr.360).

- Cay bang: Son phong, than cay cao 16n, canh 14 moc thanh tang, hinh vong
tron nhu hinh tan long; sau tiét suong gidng 14 bién thanh sic d8, nhu 14 cay
phong, nén goi 1a son phong. Nay trong nhiéu & cac cung dién, pha, thu (Tr.365).

* Cay mu u, con cé tén cong hay hé dong, tén khoa hoc: Calophyllum inophyllum L. , thudc ho Mang
cut (Clusiaceae). Theo V3 Van Chi, Cdy thudc An Giang, UBKHKT An Giang xuét Ban, 1991. BBT.
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B Bl T e R

Khu vuc nén dan Xa Téc dang dudgc trung tu dé kip phuc vu Festival Hu& 2008
(Anh tu liéu toa soan, thang 4/2008)

Khi nghe cau hat:
Van Thdnh trong théong,
V6 Thdanh trong bang,
Ngé v6 Xa Tdc hai hang mu u

T6i c6 hoi thay t6i, tic bo t0i: tai sao lai trong may thit cdy d6 ma khong
trong thi khac? Ong cu ding dinh tra 1vi:

- Pén miéu, cung dién hay chua chién phdi trong cay va phai lya tha
thich hop dé trong thi cdnh quan méi dep dé trang nghiém. O day, cdc cu xua
lai muén choi chit. Van Miéu 1a noi van hoc thi phai tinh thong nghia ly vin
chuong sach vé, nén trong thong dé ngu y nhic nhé ngudi di hoc. Con Vo Miéu
l1a noi tugng trung cho viéc dung binh thi phéi ludn ban ké& hoach cho chu déo
nén tréong bang. Riéng Xa Tac la noi giao tiép véi dat troi, ma thién dia mit
mi nén mugn mu u dé tuong trung.

To6i phai cAm on thay toi, da gidi thich diéu nay, it nhiéu ciing c6 ly, va
khong lam méo moé lich str. Pung hay sai, tuy ban doc thdm dinh, va néu dugc
nghe mot kién gidi khéc hop 1y hon, y nghia hon, thi that 14 quy bau vo cling.
Riéng t6i, thay trong huéng giai thich nay néi rd cai phong vi Hué trong viéc choi
chit. Ngudi Hué phat am khong chuidn nhu ngudi Bic. Khong phan biét cdc am
héi, nga (vi du: nghi ngoi va nghi ngoi); khong phan biét cdc Aam cudi c6 g hay
khong g, vi vy méi dam “ca gan” cho “luan ban” nghe khong khac “cay bang”!

Con tai sao ngudi ta trong xoai cing véi thong va mu u trong khu Xa Tac?
Khi theo ban bé “tham hiém”, t6i khong thdy cay xoai, c6 1& da chét tieu dau
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mat, vi 12 cAy &n qud nén dé bi hai. Béi vay to6i khong biét dé dem ra hoéi thay
toi. Khi 16n 1én, doc Pai Nam nhdt thong chi, mé6i biét dan Xa Téc cé trong xoai
nhu mot loai cay chinh thic, thi khong biét héi ai nita. Lic ranh, ri ra doc lai
DNNTC, muc Thé sédn, méi thay ly do tai sao céc cu xua lai chon cay xoai dé
trong noi nay. Sach nay xé'p qua xoai la mot “phé{m quy 6 phuong Nam”. Va ghi
nhéan: “Van dai loai ngit cia Lé Quy Pon chép rang Tuc truyen nam nao xoai
sai qua thi ngii coc mat mua, xoai it qua thi ngii cdc duge mua. Ung v6i thoi tiét
cling c6 nghiém.” (Tr.301). Hen gi! Xa Téc 1a noi thd than cha vé dat dai mua
mang. Mudn biét vé miia mang trong nidm dugc hay mat ma dem ra héi than
ciing khé, chi bang trong cay xoai, c trong qua nhiéu qua it thi biét. Cay xoai
tré thanh khi cu du bdo mua mang cda triéu dinh!

VHA

(Nguén: www.khoahoc.net)
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TOM TAT

Trong cudn C& dé Hué, tac gia Thai Van Kiém ké réng, dudi thdi Ty Duc, quan Phap dé bo vao clia
Thuan An réi kéo binh vao Kinh Thanh Hué. Quan triéu dinh mai phuc & dudng Xa Téc, dung ké dé trai
mu u day dudng khi€n quan Phap trugt nga rdi xéng ra tap kich khién quan Phap chay tan loan. Ngudi
Hué truyén tung cau chuyén nay va goi la tran giic mu u. Nhung su that lich sii thi knéng phai nhu vay.

Cé&n ct vao sl liéu, nhat 1a cudn L6 Giang tiéu s cla Tiéu Cao Nguyén Van Mai, tac gia bai viét
cho biét tran mu u xay ra trong bién c6 thét thd kinh d6 Hué ngay 23 thang 5 nam At Dau (5/7/1885),
nhung ngudi ganh chiu hau qué lai chinh 1a quan va dan Viét, khi phai thao chay hén loan trudc stc
phan kich clia quan Phap. Khéng cé mét chién thng vinh quang nao gén véi trai mu u nhu dan gian
da truyén tung.

ABSTRACT
THE LEGEND OF “MU U” BATTLE

In the book “The Former Capital of Hue”, the author, Thai Van Kiém, says that in the time of King
Tu Buc’s reign, the French navy landed at Thuan An estuary and from here sent its force to the Emperial
Citadel in Hué&.The royal army planned an ambush at Xa T4c street, scattering the fruit of the tree “mu
u” [These fruits are hard and round, roughly as big as a toe] all over the place. This made the French
troops slip, giving the Vietnamese an opportunity to launch a surprising attack,routing the enemy.The
Hue people often relate this story and refer to this as the “Mu u” battle. However, it is not a true story.

Historical documents, above all the book “A History of L6 Giang” by Tiéu Cao Nguyén Van Mai,
reveals that the above battle took place in the downfall of the Emperial Citadel on 23 May of the Year of
the Rooster (5/7/1885), and the victims of the plan were the Vietnamese troops themselves after they
were routed by the French counter attack. Indeed, there was no victory for the Vietnamese forces in
connection with the “mu u” fruit.



