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BUGC PAUBUGC PAU KHAO SAT VAN BAN
CAC SAC THAN O VIET NAM

Tran Viin Chanh*

I. So luge tuc tho than & Viét Nam

O Viét Nam, theo truyén théng, mbi lang xa "
16n nhé déu c6 ngdi dinh tho than Thanh hoang A ,
va céc Phic than. Thanh hoang 1a vi than cai quan ul | R
trong khu vuc khung thanh (¢hanh 1a thanh quéch, - ST WM
thanh liy, hoang 1a hao liy), con Phic than la 7 & A & »
nhiing nhan than, ldc sinh tién 14 moét danh nhan 4, w A S
c6 cong v6i dan toc hodc mot dia phuong. A A4 M E &

Phiic than chia ra lam: P 2 d

- Thuong ddng thdn, 6 thé la nhimg vi than # 41 4 &
¢6 nhiéu su linh tng nhu Liéu Hanh, Pha Péng i i # 8
Thién Vuong... hoac nhiing nhan than c6 cong gitt #) &% A @

nuéc nhu Ly Thuong Kiét, Tran Hung Dao... " +* ~ R B
- Trung ddng than, do dan lang tho tirlau doi, 4§ P A A
biét tén ho nhung khéng rd cong trang, chic tude, /8 T
hoéc nhiing vi tiing dugc tin ngudng qua nhiing dip . e 2 4
cau ddo (nhu cAu mua, cAu cham dit dich bénh). J{‘ .‘.L = I:L
- Ha ddng than, do dan tho cing tir 1au, dugc g = ;, Sy

triéu dinh ban sic theo y dan dao dat 1én nhung X 3 {,
ly lich thuong chua ro. e 5
Z A 5 Z A Sac than xa Lo Ha, huyén Nam
. Thugng dang than va Trung dang than duge Xuong, Ha Noi, \4m 1889
ghi vao Tu dién cua trieu dinh, phai cing té theo
quy ché& an dinh. N6i nhu cu Phan Ké& Binh trong
sach Viét Nam phong tuc thi “dan Viét Nam tin
rang dat c6 Tho cong, song c6 Ha b4, canh thé nao phai ¢c6 Thanh hoang 4y,
vay phai tho dé than Gng ho cho dan, vi thé mdi ngay viéc su than mot thinh”.
DPinh than 1& biéu tuong co ban ctia vin héa lang xa Viét Nam, dong thoi
ciing 1a co s6 tin nguéng c6 tinh chat dan gian truyén thong, da ton tai va phat
trién maéi cho t6i ngay nay. Ngoai y nghia thudc vé tin ngudng, dinh con dugc
coi 1a ngdi nha cong cong cda lang, 1a noi hoi hop, 18 lat va vui choi ctia cong
ching. Nhiéu nguoi di tha phuong cau thuc, hang nam néu cé diéu kién ciing cd
vé tham qué trong dip 1 cting dinh, béi ho khé quén dugc cai hinh danh “giéng
nuéc, dinh lang” ¢ noi choén nhau cit run.
II. Séc than

Sdc # 1a v&n ban ctia vua chia phong thuéng cho than dan hoic bach than.
Viéc than Thanh hoang dugce vua phong sic c¢6 y nghia rat quan trong, vi dé la
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* Thanh phé H6 Chi Minh.
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sy cong nhan chinh thic cia ngudi ding ddu nha nuéc phong kién vé su hop
phap cua lang. Thong thuong thi viéc lap dinh va tho cung dugc thuc hién trudc
roi sic méi dén sau mot thoi gian kha lau, do dé nghi cia dan lén céc quan dia
phuong dé nhiing vi nay dao dat 1én triéu dinh. Trong thoi gian chua dugc ban sic,
dan ching van cing té, goi 1a “thd vong”, theo nghia sic sém muodn gi ciing dén.

Séc than cia vua ban dugc coi 12 mot bdo vat nén thuong phai c¢6 chd cat
riéng dé bao quan cho chic chin, tranh nan mat cap hosc pha phach. Sic thudng
dé & nha viéc, noi dugc canh gdc cdn than hodc giao cho mot ngudi co uy tin
gitt (nhu vi Huong ca trong lang) cing c¢6 khi c rleng mot vi Thi sic dé gif.
C6 noi sic dugc dé trong miéu, con goi 1a nghe. Pén ngay té& 18, thuong vao dip
Ky yén (trong thang Giéng am lich), dan ching trong lang té chic long trong
18 ruéc sac than dé dua sic ti noi cat gitt vé dinh ¢t hanh té& 18, goi 1a 1é thinh
sdc. Sac than dugc dé tai dinh trong sudt ba ngay té 1&, dén chiéu ngay thd ba
méi dua sic trd lai noi cat giit, goi 1a hoi sdc.

III. Hinh thic va néi dung sic than

A. Hinh thicc va néi dung téng quat cua sdc than

T4t cd cac sdc than déu dugc viét bing chit Nho, thé chit chan phuong ro
va dep trén tdm lua hinh chit nhat khé khodng 6tac x 12tac c6 thép vang va
trang tri hoa vén hinh rong, may biéu tugng cho thién tu.

Bén phai to sic 1a phan noi dung chinh cta sic than, dai khodng 70 dén
100 chit; thinh thodng méi c6 nhiing t& sic dai hon 100 chii, do phai liét ké
nhiéu tén than va cac danh hiéu truy ting.

Khéi dau bai sic ludon 1a chit Sde # (c6 nghia 12 ménh 1énh, chiéu thu
hay chi du ctia hoang dé), roéi dén tén tinh, huyén, x4, thon noi cé tho than. K&
tiép 1a thira nhan vi than dang néi (trong bai sic) tir 1au da timng té rd linh tGng
nhUng chLIa dugc phong tdng, nay mdi phong rd cho than my hiéu la than gi,
dang cap ra sao va cho dan sé tai dugc tiép tuc thd tu nhu cii d€ than phu ho
cho dan cta nha vua.

Tyu trung, séc than la van bén chinh thic cla vua ban dé thita nhan va
phong tédng hoac truy ting thém danh hiéu cho mot hay nhiéu vi than duge dan
ching dia phuong dang tho phugng va tin ngudng.

_Cudi nji dung bai sic luon ludn c6 hai chit Kham tai #X% (Kinh vay thay!),
roi dén nién hiéu, ngay thang phong sic; cac sd ghi ngay thang luén ludon dugc
viét theo 16i chit kép, nhu Thdp nhdt nguyét, thap bdt nhdt thi viét 1a #55 H 44
#lH (cht khong ghi theo 16i chit don thong thuong: +—H+/\ H).

Chd dong chit ghi nién hiéu, ngay thang, c6 déng de 1én mot con dau son
vudng 16n.

Noi cudi cing, bén trai, thinh thodng c6 to sic c6 ghi thém noi sao luc nhu
Bdc Ky Kinh lugc nha phung luc, Hd Nam tinh phung sao v.v... Trén nhiing
dong d6 ciing c6 déng con dau vudng cla co quan da sao luc.

B. Phan tich van ban sdc than

Séc than ¢ Viét Nam con tim dugc phan 16n 1a do cac vua triéu Nguyén
phong ban (hoa ho#n 1dm méi thay c6 nhiing sic than vao cudi triéu Lé). Chi
tinh riéng trong nidm Tu Duc thi 5 (1852), nha vua da ban cidp mot loat dén
13.069 séc than cho ca nudc.
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Kh3o sat trén 150 sic thiAn ma hién ching t6i da suu tAm va gitf dugc (phan
16n ctia cac tinh mién Béc), cho thdy vin ban cac bai sic déu c6 mot dinh thic
tuong doi thong nhat vé hanh vén, cau chit va cach dung tir. Nhin chung, cac
sic than ciing hoi giong nhu tAm bang danh du ma Nha nuéc téng cho nhiing
ngudi c¢6 cong, khac nhau chii yéu & tén cac dia phuong va tén than, phan con
lai 14 nhiing cau chif viét theo dinh thiic cta 16i cong van thoi xua ma viéc phan
tich nhiing cau chif nay sé giip ching ta ngay nay doc hiéu va dich ding cac
sdc than, trén co sé d6 hiéu tuong tan hon tuc thd than, cling nhu quan diém
clia cdc vua chida phong kién va clia nhan dan d6i véi tuc 1é tho phugng truyén
thong rat quan trong nay.

Dé tién viéc phan tich, chiing t6i xin ghi ra ndi dung mot ban sic than tiéu
biéu, tuong d6i ngin gon, do vua Thanh Thai (1889-1907) ban cho xa L& Ha,
huyén Nam Xuong, tinh Ha Noi trong nién hiéu Thanh Thai nguyén nién (1889).

Phién am

Sdc Ha Noi tinh, Nam Xuong huyén, L6 Ha xa phung su Trang Chinh
Tinh Duc Thanh Hoang Trang Hién chi than hé quéc ti dan nhdm tri linh ting,
huéng lai vi hitu du phong. Tt kim phi thiia cdnh ménh mién niém than huu,
trit phong vi Poan Tic Duc Bdo Trung Hung chi than, chudn y cuu phung su.
Than ky tuong huu bdo ngd lé dan. Kham tai.

Thanh Thdi nguyén nién, thap nhdt nguyét, thdp bdt nhdt.

Bdc Ky Kinh lugc nha phung luc.

Ha Nam tinh phung sao.

Dua vao van ban cu thé trén day, ching ta loc ra va tim hiéu y nghia cta
mot s6 tif va cum ti ma hau nhu vén ban sic than nao ciing lip di lép lai.

1. Sdc # : Nguyén c6 nghia la ménh lénh, chi du hay chiéu thu cia hoang
dé. O day duge dung nhu dong tir v6i nghia “sic cho, sdc phong cho, 1énh cho...”.

2. Phung su %% : Tho, tho phuong.

3. Trang Chinh Tinh Duc Thanh Hoang Trang Hién chi than A IE §F f&
b P o % 2 # : Than Thanh hoang Trang Hién vé6i cdc m§y hiéu Trang Chinh,
Tinh Bic.

4. H6 quéc ti dan nhédm tru linh ung 7% B i [ S # % & . Giap nude pho
dan tu lau da toé ro linh dng.

5. Huéng lai vi hitu du phong In] %€ K 7H # : Tru6e nay chua ting dugc
phong.

6. Tu kim phi thua cdnh ménh mién niém thdan huu:

- Tt kim phi thua cdnh ménh B4 A 7K B fir : VAy nay vang theo ménh
sang (y néi la thién ti duoc 1én ngoi thay troi tri dan; chit phi A& 1a mot trg
tu vO nghia).

- Mién niém thdan huu 4 7 ##Jif : Trién mién nghi dén su t6t lanh cia than
(nghia 13, luén nghi dén on than).

7. Tri phong vi Poan Tic Duc Bdo Trung Hung chi than # ¥ % b #ff ¥
fk tf B ¥ : Phong rd lam (¥ néi chinh thic phong) than Poan Tice Duc Bao
Trung Hung (day 1a cdc m§ hiéu cta than).
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8. Chudn y cuu phung sy ¥ 1k #5 %% : Cho phép tho phugng nhu ci.

9. Thén ky tuong huu bdo nga lé dan # H #1 1 {& & 22 & : Than hay phu
ho va bao vé cho dan den cda ta (chit £y H: 14 mot trg ti biéu thi y khuyén 1énh,
cau khién).

10. Kham tai $% & : Kinh vay thay!

11. Thanh Thdi nguyén nién, thap nhdt nguyét, thap bdt nhdt i % JC i
¥ % H 44 # H : Nién hiéu Thanh Thai ndm dAu, thdng 11, ngay 18.

Mudi mot tif va cum tif néu trén cé thé xem 1a nhiing cau chit ¢6 tinh chat
dinh thdc cla moi sic than. Tuy nhién, ciing v6i nhiing ¥ tuong tu, tiing sic
than cu thé c6 thé c6 nhiing cau chit hoi khéc, néi chung dai dong tiéu di. D&
thay dugc diéu nay, ching ta hiy so sanh theo bang duéi day.

Bang so sanh d6i chd di biét trong cau chif cia cac sic than

1. Sac Séc chi

2. Phung su Tong tién phung su, nguyén tang (Trudc day tho
phugng, nguyén da tang cho danh hiéu la...)

3. Hudbng lai vi hdiu du phong - Huéng lai vi méng ban cap sdc van Trudc nay chua

tling dugc ban c&p séc van...)
- Tiét méng ban cap sdc phong chuén hiia phung su.
- Tiét kinh ban cdp sdc phong chudn ky phung su.
- Tiét méng ban cép tang sdc luu ty (Theo thi bac
dugc ban cép tang sac dé giii lai tho).

4. Td kim phi thua cdnh ménh - TU kim phi dng cdnh ménh.
- Kim phi tng canh ménh.
- TG kim chinh tri trdm t0 tudn dai khdnh kiét, kinh ban
bédo chiéu dam an 1€ long déang trat (c6 khi la “kham
phung bdo chigu” thay cho “kinh ban bao chiéu’; ca
doan c6 nghia la: Vay nay nham dip I& mung tho td
tudn cla trAm, ban chiéu I& dam an cho thang trat
trong thé).

5. Trd phong vi - Tang vi (Tang cho lam...)
- Kha gia tang (Bang tang thém...)
- Tru gia tang (Chinh thuc tang thém).

6. Chudn y cuu phung su - Dac chudn (y cuu) phung su.
- Nhung chudn (cai xa) y cuu phung su (Van cho xa
8y tha phung nhu ci).
- Pdc chudn phung su, dung chi quéc khanh nhi than
tu dién (D&c biét cho phép phung thd, dé ghi nhé
ngay quéc khanh va ghi vao dién tho).

7. Than ky tuong huu bdo nga 1é dan Thi co than ky tuong huu bdo nga Ié dan (Hy vong
than sé phu hé va béo vé cho dan den cla ta).

Nho phan tich va hiéu dugc ¥ nghia cla tiing cau chit co ban trén co sé so
sanh, d6i chiéu hang trdm vin ban khéc nhau, ching ta méi c6 thé doc hiéu
mot cach chinh xdc nhiing sac than con nguyén ven, va c¢6 kha nang doan doc
dugc cd mot so chit bi rach mat trén cdc sic than khéc da qud cii nat.

Do thiéu tu liéu nghién ciu nén ciing dé xay ra nhiing truong hgp cham,
ph4y khong ding loai van ban vén khong dung ddu ngét cau nhu sic than, va
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do d6 dan téi viéc doc sai, hiéu sai nhu truong hop 6 quyén Pinh Nam Bé - Tin
nguong va nghi &% cta céc tac gid Huynh Ngoc Trang, Truong Ngoc Tudng va
Hb Tudng. Trai lai, mot su phan tich ti mi dé hiéu ding tiing ciu chif trong cac
sic than con gitp ta nidm viing thém mot sé ddc diém vé hanh vin va cach s
dung tU ngti cia Han van Viét Nam.
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TOM TAT

S4c than hay sic phong than Ia v&n ban chinh thiic clia vua ban dé thiia nhan va phong ting
hoac truy ting thém danh hi@u cho mét hay nhiéu vi than duge dan ching dia phuong thd phugng va
tin ngudng. Dua vao k&t qua khao sat trén 150 ban séc than da suu tdm dudc, tac gia bai viét nhan
thdy cac bai sdc déu c6 mét dinh thiic tuang déi théng nhat vé hanh van, cau chii va cach dung tir. Nhg
phan tich va hiéu dudc y nghia cda tiing cau chif co ban trén co s so sanh, ddi chiéu hang tram van
ban khac nhau, ching ta méi cé thé doc hiéu mot cach chinh xac nhiing sc than con nguyén ven, va
¢6 kha nang doan doc dudc cd mot sé chii bi rach mat trén cac sic than da quéa cii nat.

ABSTRACT

A PRELIMINARY STUDY ON THE ROYAL-RECOGNITION CERTIFICATES
FOR DEITIES IN VIETNAM

Royal-recognition certificates for deities are the king’s official decrees to recognize meri-
torious deities,or grant titles to deities that are revered and worshipped by people. On the
basis of a survey on 150 royal certificates he succeeds to collect, the author realizes that
all the texts on the certificates follow a relatively universal principle for their style, syntax
and vocabulary. Only by means of analysis and understanding of every word and sentence
through comparison of each texts to numerous others can we exactly comprehend the royal-
recognition certificates which are still intact and deduct the missing words on those found in
battered conditions.

* Trong cudn séach nay, & phan Phu luc (tr. 269-274), cac tac gia cé phiém am va dich nghfa 5 sic than
clia cac dinh thdn Nam Bé. Doan cau “Tu kim...” thudng bi ngét bang ddu chdm sau chi Ti: cum tu
“y cuu phung sy’ |& ra dut cau réi méi t6i doan “thdn ky tuong huu bdo ngd Ié dan’ nhung cac tac gia
da doc Iam thanh “y cuu phung su thén. Ky tuong huu bdo nga 1é dan” (dé ddu chdm sau chii “than” vi
khéng rd mach van). Trong sach c6 vai chd dich sai nhu:

- Tu kim phi ung canh ménh, dich la: Nay ta it dic Ianh s mang I6n (trong cum tu nay khéng cé chii
nao co6 nghia la “it duc”).

- Hudng lai vi méng ky cép sdc van (trang 272), phai doc 1a Hudng lai vi méng ban cdp sdc van méi
dung. Cau nay con bi dich sai la: Huéng vé tuong lai trAm cép sic van ghi an (trang 273); 1& ra phai
dich la: Trudc nay chua tiing dugc ban cép sic van (“Hudng lai” trong cau nay la mét trang ngii, ¢6
nghia la “td tridc dén nay”). TVC



