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TU LIEU

NUGC NHAT CON GOI LA XU PHU TANG

Lé Anh Minh*

Nu6c Nhat c6 nhiéu tén nhu: Wa & (Nuy), Wa #1 (Hoa), Yamato K #
(Pai Hoa), Nihon H A< (Nhat Ban), Nippon H7ZA (Nhat Ban), Fuso #: % (Phu
Tang). Trong Nhat ngit hién nay, chit 6 # (bang: nuéc, quoc gia) duge hiéu 1a
Nhat, thi du: 26bun # X (bang vin: chit Nhat, tiéng Nhat); hégo ¥ i (bang ngi:
tiéng Nhat); héji 7 5 (bang tu: chit Nhat); héga /B H (bang hoa: tranh Nhat
ho#c phim Nhat); hogaku # % (bang nhac: nhac c6 truyén Nhat Ban); hoka
# (bang hoéa: tién Nhat, tic dong Yen). Duéi day sé xét riéng y nghia ctia Phu
Tang va Nhéat Ban.

1. Phu tang la cay dam but

Tai Trung Qudc, phu tang £ 5 1a tén loai hoa dam but, con c6 cdc tén 1a
chu can & ## phat can i # dai hong hoa K 41 f¢; tén khoa hoc 1a Hibiscus
rosa sinensis; than, 14, hoa c6 thé dung lam thudc lgi tiéu, gidi doc, diéu kinh.
Bdn thdo cuong muc caa Ly Thoi Tran (doi Minh) giai thich: “Phu tang sdn nam
phuong, ndi moc can biét ching; ky chi kha nhu nhuoc, diép tham luc, vi sap nhu
tang; ky hoa hitu hong hoang bach tam sdc, hong gid vuu quy, hé vi chu can.” (Phu
tang moc & phuong nam, 12 mot loai dam but, than canh mém, 14 xanh dam, tho
giong nhu 1a dau; hoa c6 mau doé, hodc vang, hoidc trang; hoa dé 14 quy nhat cé6
tén la chu can).

2. Phu tang trong than thoai Trung Quéc

a. Phu tang la loai cay than thoai, moc & huéng dong

Phu tang #: 5% (cling viét # 3%, con c6 tén 1a phu moc £ A) 1a mot loai cay
than thoai, moc & huéng dong, 12 chd mudi mat troi tim goi. Tu phu tang co le
xuat hién sém nhat trong quyén Son hdi kinh .

(tdc gid khong rd, sach xuat hién cach nay it
nhat 1a 2000 ném). Son hdi kinh (Hai ngoai
Dong kinh) giang phu tang 12 mot loai cay than: |
“Duong Céc thwong hiiu phu tang, thap nhat sé
duc tai Hdc Xi bde.” (Trén Duong Coc ¢6 cAy phu
tang, 14 chd muoi mét troi dén tadm goi, 6 phia
bac clia nuéec Hic Xi). Quach Phéc chi gidi: “Phu
tang la mot loai cay.”

Theo sach Hoai Nam tiz (doi Han), mat troi
xuat hién tit Duong Coc: “Nhdt xudt vu Duong
Céc, duc vu Ham Tri, phdt vu Phu Tang thi vi
than minh.” Maspero dich la: “Mat troi ra khoi
Duong Céc, tAm noi ao Ham. Khi mat troi cham
dén Phu Tang, 4y la lac rang dong.” (Le soleil
sort de Yang-kou et se baigne a l’étang Hien.

Hoa dam but

* Thanh ph6 H6 Chi Minh.



Tap chi Nghién ctru va Phat trién, s6 2 (67). 2008 131

Quand il touche au fou-sang, c’est 'aube) (Henri Maspero, Legendes Mytho-
logiques dans le Chou King, in trong Journal Asiatique CCIV, Janvier-Mars,
Paris, 1924, p. 17).

Vay trong than thoai Trung Quéc, cay than phu tang lién quan dén mét troi.

b. Phu Tang la ving ddt huyén thoai 6 huéng déng

Trong cdc kinh vén thoi Luc Triéu (Nguy, Tan, Tong, Té, Luong, Tran),
Phu Tang duge xem 14 ving dat than thoai § huéng déng va vi than cai quan
noi day la Pong Hoa D& Quan (xem: K. M. Schipper, L’Empereur Wou des Han
dans la légende taoiste, Paris, 1965, tr. 69, 81).

Theo Dao gido, vi than cai quan vung dit nay la Phu Tang DPai D& Quan.
Trong 101 tua cia Huynh dinh noi cdnh kinh doi Tan (265-420), nha cha gidi Vu
Thanh T viét: “Phu Tang Dai P& Quan ménh Duong Céc Than Tién Vuong,
truyén Nguy phu nhén.” (Phu Tang Pai P& Quan ra lénh cho Duong Céc Than
Tién Vuong truyén [Huynh dinh noi cdnh kinh] cho Nguy phu nhéan).

3. Phu Tang trong siach st Trung Quéc

Luong thu (St doi Luong, 502-557, do Diéu Tu Liém soan ndm 635) dé cap
mot s6 nuéc nhé xung quanh Nhat Ban nhu Vin Than quéc (nuéc xdm minh),
Hic Xi quéc (nude rang den), Pai Han quoc (nuée Han 16n), Phu Tang quéc v.v...

Theo Luong thu, ndm 458 (tidc nam Pai Minh thi hai doi Luu Tong, triéu
vua Hiéu Vii D€ tic Luu Tuan) c6 ndm nha su tir nuc K& Tan (Kabul) di duong
bién dén xd Phu Tang dé truyén Phat phap: “Phu Tang tai Pai Hdn quéc déng,
nhi van du ly, dia tai Trung Quéc chi déng. [...] Ky tuc cuu vé Phat phdp, Téng
Dai Minh nhi nién, Ké Tan quédc thuong hiu ty khdu ngii nhdn du hanh chi
ky quéc, luu théng Phat phdp, kinh tuong, gido lénh xudt gia, phong tuc toai
cdi.” (Xt Phu Tang & huéng dong ctia Trung Quéc cach nuéc Pai Han 20 ngan
ly (khodng 1.500km) vé huéng dong. [...] Phong tuc cii cla xi nay khong cé
Phat phdp; ndm Pai Minh thi hai doi Téng, ¢6 ndm nha su tit nuéc K& Tan di
dén nudc nay, truyén ba Phat phép, kinh siach va tuong tho, day dan xuit gia,
phong tuc xi nay bén thay d6i). Mot so tai liéu ghi sai 12 nadm 467, béi vi 467
1a nam Thai Thiy thd ba doi Luu Téng, triéu vua Minh D& (tte Luu Uc), khéc
v6i Luong thu chép.

Cing theo Luong thu, mot nha su tén la Hué Tham, nam 499 (tdc nam
Vinh Nguyén thd nhat doi Té, triéu vua Pong Hon Hau) da dén xd Phu Tang;
khi tré vé dén Kinh Chau thi gidi thich vé tén goi Phu Tang nhu sau:

“Ky thé da phu tang moc, cé di vi danh. Phu tang diép tu déng, nhi so sinh
nhu dudn, quéc nhén thuc chi, thuc nhu lé nhi xich, tich ky bi vi b6 di vi y, diéc
di vi mién. Tdc bdn 6c. Vo6 thanh qudch. Hiu van tu, di phu tang bi vi chi.” (Xd&
s8 nay c6 nhiéu cay phu tang, nén 14y d6 lam tén xd. L4 phu tang giong 14 ngo
dong; cay mé6i moc thi giong mut méng, ngudi dan #n né; qua gidng qua lé mau
dé; vé cay danh lam sgi dé 1am vai va y phuc hodc lam bong gon; dan lam nha
bang than cay phu tang; xi nay khong c6 tudng thanh; dan cé chir viét, 14y vo
cay phu tang lam gidy).

4. Su lién hé giita Phu Tang va Nhat Ban

Theo truyén thong, ngudi Trung Qudc xem xi& Phu Tang néi trong Luong
thu la nuéc Nhat hién nay. Cd nhu Luong thu néi thi Phat gido du nhap xd



132 Tap chi Nghién ctru va Phat trién, s6 2 (67). 2008

Phu Tang vao thé ky 5 Cong nguyén, nhung theo lich st Phat gido Nhat Ban
thi Phat gido tit Trung Qudc du nhap vao Nhat theo nga Triéu Tién khodng thé
ky 6 Cong nguyén.
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Sau khi hap thu chit Han va nho d6 sang ché ra nén vian tu ctia minh, Nhat
Ban ghi chép lich st biang hai bd sach: Kojiki (C6 su ky 7 % i) khodng nim
712, va Nihonshoki (Nhat Ban thu ky HAX 3 #c, con goi 1a Nihongi) khodng ndm
720. Hai bd sach c6 nay khong cé tinh cach bién nién, chi ghi chép lai nhiing than
thoai, than thuyét vé hoang gia va cdc dong hao toc dugc truyén khau truée do.
Tuy nhién hai bd sach nay khong nhic dén cii tén Phu Tang; do d6 Phu Tang
chi 12 tén cha ngudi Trung Quoc dung dé chi nuée Nhat.

Vi sao c6 su lién hé nay? Ly do c6 thé la:

- Cay phu tang lién quan vé6i miét troi trong than thoai Trung Qudc, tic 1a
cay moc ¢ huéng dong, 14 chd mudi mét troi tam goi.

- Khoang céach dugc néu trong Luong thu gitta xit Phit Tang v6i Trung Quoc
c6 18 dan dén két luan xid Phu Tang 12 Nhat Ban.

- Truyén thuyét dan Nhat 1a con chdu clia nif than Mat Troi. Nt than Mt
Troi duge goi 12 Thién Chiéu Pai Than K 8 kK # (amaterasu omikami), phéi dda
chdu clia minh xudng tran thé dé binh thién ha, dit ra thién diéu (divine rules)
ma cai tri. Nguoi chdu nay tidc 1a Jimmu-tenno tré thanh Thién Hoang thi nhat
Mikado (nam 660 TCN).

Tuy nhién, ti théi quen goi tén nay cla nguvi Trung Quoc ma nguvi Nhat
vé sau ciing nhan cai tén Phu Tang dé chi Nhat Ban (cac ti dién Nhat hién nay
déu ghi nhan nhu vay). Chéng han nha su Koen (Hoang Vién, mat nam 1169) cta
Thién Thai tong da viét Phu Tang luoc ky +: 55 B% i (Fusod-ryakki), mot quyén
luge st nuée Nhat bao quat tif Jimmu-tennd (Than Vii Thién hoang ## il X 2)
truyén thuyét dén Horikawa-tennd (Quat Ha Thién hoang i 7 KX £, cai tri
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1086-1107), nhung chi trong vé Phat gido Nhat Ban (tiéu truyén céc cao ting,
lich s cac chua, giai thoai Phat gido).

Tuy nhién tir thé ky 18 cdc hoc gid phuong T4y lai phi nhan diéu d6. Theo
ho, Phui Tang 1a xtt Mexico. Khéi dau 1a nha Han hoc Phap Joseph de Guignes
viét bai Recherches sur les Navigations des Chinois du Cote de 'Amérique (Khao
vé cac chuyén hai hanh cta ngudi Trung Quéc dén by bién chau M¥) in trong
Mémoires de 'Académie des Inscriptions et Belles Letires, Vol. 38, nam 1761.
Ung ho thuyét nay c6 Charles G. Leland, ndm 1875 viét quyén Fusang - The
Discovery of America by Chinese Buddhist Priests in the Fifth Century (Phu
Tang - Su ph4at hién chau M§ bdi cdc nha su Phat gido thé ky 5). Leland tu
nhan minh theo thuyét cia nha Hén hoc Pic Karl Frederick Neumann. Nam
1953, Henriette Mertz xuit ban quyén Pale Ink (Muc phai) d€ chiing minh
ngudi Trung Quoc kham pha chau My truéec Columbus mot ngan nidm va nuée
Phu Tang chinh 1a Mexico. Nam 1979, Stan Steiner viét quyén Fusang: The
Chinese Who Built America (Phu Tang: ngudi Trung Quoc da thanh 14p chau
My). Tuy nhién, ndm 1992 Robert F. Marx va Jenifer G. Marx viét quyén In
Quest of the Great White Gods (Tim cédc dai than linh da tréng) lai cho ring
Phui Tang khong phai Mexico, ma & bd bién tay bic Thai Binh Duong, 1a noi ma
nay gan Oregon va Washington. C4c hoc gia trén déu can cd vao Son hdi kinh
va Luong thu, nhung néu viéc nidm nha su dén Phu Tang truyén gido 1a ding
va Phu Tang 1a Mexico thi diéu d6 c6 nghia Phat gido xuat hién tai Mexico ti
nam 458. Nhung diéu nay thi lich st Phat gido khong ghi nhan. Do dé thuyét
Phu Tang 12 Mexico da gay nhiéu tranh luan va dén nay van chua nga ngi.

5. Viéc d6i tén nuée tir Nuy sang Nhat Ban

Tén xua cua nudc Nhat 1a Nuy hay Nuy N6, Cuu Puong thu (St doi Puong,
Luu Ha soan nam 945) quyén 199 gidi thich: “Nuy quéc gid, c6 Nuy N6 qudc da;
khi kinh su nhdt van tu thién ly, tai Tan La dong nam dai hdi trung.” (Nué6e
Nuy tén xua la nuéc Nuy No; cach kinh d6 mudi bon ngan ly, trong bién 16n
phia dong nam cia nuéc Tan La).

Trong cdc chinh st (nhu Hdu Han thu, Tam Qudc chi, Tén thu, Téng thu,
Nam Té thu, Luong thu, Nam si, Bdc su, Tuy thu) déu thong nhat dung tén
Nuy Quéc dé chi nuée Nhat.

Danh tit Nhat Ban (nghia 1a “gbc cua mat troi”) duge dung trong cac chinh
stt vé sau (nhu Cyu Puong thu, Tan Puong thu, Toéng sii, Nguyén su, Tan Nguyén
s, Minh s, Thanh st cdo).

Cuu Puong thu chép: “Nhdt Bdn quéc gid, Nuy quoéc chi biét ching da; di
ky quéc tai nhdt bién, c6 di Nhat Bdn vi danh. Hodc viét: Nuy qudc tu 6 ky danh
bdt nha, cdi vi Nhdt Bdn.” (Nuéec Nhat Ban 1a mot tén riéng cta nude Nuy; vi
nudc nay ¢ bién gi6i chd mat troi moc, nén 14y Nhat Ban 1am tén. C6 nguoi noéi: Nuée
Nuy ghét cai tén Nuy [ngudi lim] vi né khong tao nh, nén d6i tén 1a Nhat Ban).

Sach Puong hoi yéu (Vuong Phé doi Tong soan nam 961) quyén 99 cho rang
chinh V6 T#c Thién da d6i tén tir Nuy sang Nhat Ban nhan dip st gid nuéc Nuy
sang triéu cong: “Ham Hanh nguyén nién tam nguyét, khién si ha binh Cao Ly.
Nhi hdu ké lai triéu cong. Tde Thién thoi, tu ngoén ky qudc cdn nhdt sé xudt, cé
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hiéu Nhdat Bdn qudc; cdi 6 ky danh bdt nha nhi cdi chi.” (Thang ba nidm Ham
Hanh thd nhat, [nuée Nuy] sai st chic ming Trung Quoc da binh dinh Cao Ly;
roi dén triéu cong. Bay gio Vii Tac Thién néi nuée 4y gan chd mit troi moc, nén
ban cho tén hiéu 1a Nhat Ban, béi vi ghét tén cii khong tao nha nén thay déi né).

Tén Puong thu (St doi Puong, Au Duong Tu soan nidm 1061) quyén 220
noi chinh s gia tu xung tén nuéc minh la Nhat Ban: “Ham Hanh nguyén nién,
khién st ha binh Cao Ly, hdu sdo tap Ha ém, 6 Nuy danh, canh hiéu Nhat
Bdn. Su gid tu ngoén qudc cdn nhdt sé xudt, di vi danh.” (Ndm Ham Hanh tha
nh4t, [nuéc Nuy] sai st chic mitng Trung Quéc da binh dinh Cao Ly. [Nguoi
Nuy] hoi quen véi giong Hoa Ha nén ghét cai tén Nuy [c6 nghia la nguoi lun]
nén do6i tén 1a Nhat Ban. St gid tu néi béi vi nuéec ndm gan chd mit trdi moc,
nén 14y d6 lam tén). Nam Ham Hanh tht nhat tic ndm 670, doi Puong Cao
Tong (628-683), nhim nam thi 9 cia Nhat hoang Tenji-tenné (Thién Tri Thién
hoang X & X £).

Theo d6, du tén Nhat Ban do Vo Téc Thién d#t cho hodc do nguvi Nuy tu
xung thi cdi tén Nhat Ban bat dau dung tir doi Puong. Trong hai bo sach xua cta
Nhat ciing c6 tén goi phan biét: Kojiki (C6 su ky, soan ndm 712 Cong nguyén)
dung danh tit Nuy quéc, nhung Nihonshoki (NhGt Bdn thu ky, soan nam 720)
dung danh tu Nhat Ban.

o, LAM
TOM TAT

Phu Tang la tén cla nguai Trung Quéc diing dé chi nuéc Nhat Ban, vi cay phu tang trong than
thoai Trung Hoa cé lién quan dén \mét trdi. Su viéc nay dugc ghi chép trong Luong thu, do Djéu Tu
Liém soan n,ém 635. Nguéi Nhat vé sau cling thia nhan cach goi tén nay clia ngudi Trung Québc. Tuy
nhién, ti thé ky 1,8, nhi€u hoc gia phuong Tay Ia,i cho rang Phq Tang la xi Mexico, gé,n lién in thuyét
ngudi Trung Qudc phat hién ra chau My. Thuyét nay gay nhiéu tranh luan va cho dén nay van chua
nga ngl. Riéng tén goi Nhat Ban dudc dung nhiéu trong céc bd chinh sii clia Trung Quéc, bat dau tu
th&i nha Budng.

ABSTRACT
JAPAN IS ALSO REFERRED TO AS “FUSANG”

“Fusang” is the name the Chinese use to refer to Japan, which literally indicates a legendary
tree in the Chinese mythology related to the sun. This fact is noted down in the book Luong thu written
by Diéu Tu Liém in the year 635. The Japanese later on accepted this name. However, since the 18™
century, a lot of Western scholars believe that Phu Tang indicates Mexico, and the birth of the name
is in connection with the discovery of America. This is a controversial hypothesis and has not been
generally agreed on. The name «Japan» is often used in the Chinese official books of history since the
Pudng Dynasty.



