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GHE BAU MIEN TRUNG
Nguyén Thanh Loi*

1. Ngudn goc tén goi

Mot s6 nha nghién ciu cho riang, ghe bau 14 bién 4m cta hai tir Ma Lai-Nam
Pao: “gay” va “prau”. “Gay” c¢6 nghia 1a ghe thuyén va “prau” 1a thuyén budém Ma
Lai.” Gay dong thoi c6 thé 1a bién Am clia ghe va prau bién Am thanh bau.

Thuyén prao dugc tir dién Le petit Larousse ghi nhan mot cich gidn lugc:
“Nhiing chiéc thuyén cé cdu tric phéng theo thuyén prao ciia Ma Lai.”®

Ghe bau trén kénh Tau Ha (Sai Gon)

Con thuyén prau cia Ma Lai dugc ti dién Encyclopedia Britanica mb ta
nhu sau: “T'rong tiéng Ma Lai, tw prao hay prau la thudt ngit chung dung dé chi
tdt cd cdc loai thuyén lén, ti thuyén tam bdn hodc xubéng dén mot loai thuyén
budm vuéng. Tuy nhién, theo ngon ng phuong Tay, tw prao hay prau duge dung
dé chi mét loai thuyén cheéo téc do ma nhwng tén cudp bién tai An Pp Duong da
thuong xuyeén st dung. Pdc diém chinh cta logi thuyén nay la trong khi man
doén gié ctia con thuyén cé dang tron thi man khudt gié cia né lai bding phdng
6 hai duéi thuyén, cd hai dudi cé hinh dang hoan toan giéng nhau, va vi thé
c6 mot than thuyén nhé cé hinh ddng tuong tu treo lo ling bén man cia than
thuyén chinh nhiing mdi cheo. Than thuyén nhd trén cé chiic ndng nhu cdi méc
cheo va ngdn khong cho thuyén bi nghiéng. Trén thdan thuyén chinh cé buém,
cot buom, ddy thung va mot cdi buém hinh tam gidc”.®

* Thanh phd H6 Chi Minh.
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John Barrow trong tac pham A voyage to Cochinchina in the years 1792 and
1793 da mod ta vé ghe thuyén trong ving Pa Néng, trong d6 c6 mot loai ghe rat
giong ghe bau: “Nhiéu kiéu: phan nhiéu gidng nhu cdc sampan ctia nguoi Hoa cé
phén phii... cé cdi giong nhu cdc proas théng thuong cia nguoi Ma Lai, vé than
ghe ldn chéng néo cdac cot buom”.®

William Dampier (1652-1715) mot nha du hanh nguoi Anh, trong cudn du
ky néi tiéng cta minh Mot chuyén du hanh dén Pang Ngoai ndm 1688, lic vugt
qua M4 Lai dé dén Pang Ngoai, dng da mo ta vé mot loai ghe goi 1a Proes (rat
giong voi ghe prao): “Ho cé nhiing kiéu ghe goi la Proes duoc cham tré rét cong
phu va that la gon gang. Chiing toi goi do6 la nhiing chiéc ghe ban nguyét vi hai
dau nho cao lén mdt nudc trong giong mot cung bdan nguyét ma hai sung quay lén
phia trén. Chiung duoc giit gin rdt cdn thdn, di buém rdt tot va duoc dung nhiéu
trong chién tranh”.®

Huynh Tinh Cta chép vé ghe bau: “Ghe bau bung, vdc miii, chinh la ghe di
bién”.® Genibrel cha: “Ghe bdu la loai ghe bién rdt l6n”.” Con Vuong Hong Sén
thi gidi thich thém: “Ghe di bién cia nguoi xii Hué; bon ghe bdu, hiéu la nguoi
mién Trung”.® Dia chi Long An cho ta nhiing thong tin chi tiét hon vé ghe bau:
“Loai ghe c6 tdi trong lén, chay budém, c6 nhiéu cheo dé di séng va di bién dai
ngay. Truée day, nhitng nha buén lén thuong dung ghe bau ché gao théc ti mién
Trung va mua vdi véc, hang héa, lam tho sdn ti mién Trung dua vao Nam Bo”.®

Nhu vay, c6 thé hiéu ghe bau 1a loai ghe di bién chay bing buém, cht yéu
dung dé van chuyén hang héa. Pay la loai ghe cia cu dan mién Trung, ra doi tir
gitta thé ky XVI, ¢6 ngudn goc tuong dong véi loai thuyén prao (hay prau) cta
Ma Lai.

2. Dic diém loai hinh
* Cau tao

Tén goi ghe bau xuit phat ti cai dang bung bau tron va con mit trén dau
thuyén, bung phinh ra rit to dé chia duge nhiéu hang héa. Lai va miii déu co
dong dé dang. Ghe c6 ba cot v6i canh budom 16n don gidn, cudn lai ho#c givong
lén déu dé.

Vé dic diém hinh dang va cu tric, ghe bau thudc thuyén cé hai vé6 dau nhon,
16 14i va 16 mii cong, dai, nhat 1a 16 miii. C6 long c6t ho#c ddy bing nan, trén 1a
van be ghép v6i nhau biang chot va mong. Xam bing xo tre tron dau rai... Buom
hinh ti gidc, c6 canh sau gap 3-4 1an canh truéc va budm tam gidc, cd hai cham
bang 14 dém khong c6 nep gd chay ngang nhu kiéu buém Trung Hoa. Ghe bau
st dung 14i 16i, banh 14i cong theo 16 14i, sau dudi long cot, c6 truc banh 14i trugt
trong 16 1ai khoét ranh bang chot sit. Long ghe duge phan thanh ting khoang
dé chita hang. Bén trén khoang c6 mui day, 1am thanh tiing tAm bing tre dan.?

Tuy c6 nhiéu kiéu kh4c nhau, nhung cian ban day la loai thuyén hai d4y, vé
nhon, c¢6 miii va lai cong, cao hoic truc mii va truc lai thang, dai khac thudong.
Thuyén c¢6 mui lam bang soi dan. Piém dic biét 1a banh 1ai dit & khoang ké& dudi
thuyén.

Ghe bau Quéng Ngii gom 3 khoang: khoang doc, khoang long, khoang mii.
M&bi ghe c6 3 cot dé dung buém. Cao nhat 1a cot long (12m), thap hon 1a cot mii,
cot 1ai. Cac day ching budém lam bing day may to bang cén rua, c6 nhiéu § mién
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tay Quang Ngai. Méi ghe c6 1 chéo 14i, 1 banh lai, 1 banh miii, 4 chéo ngang,
1 cay ganh 14n gi6 (dat ngang, dai 12 thué6c ta, dé can bang ghe), 12 trai giang
(mdi trai nang 12-15kg), dugc dit 1én thanh gifing dé can biang. Mdi ghe kéo
theo 1 xudng, 1 thing.1?

Ghe bau ddo Ly Son (Quang Ngii) cidu tao gom 3 khoang: khoang doc,
khoang long va khoang miii. Mdi ghe ¢6 mot cot giita goi 1a cot long cao 22 thudc
ta (9m), dung dé€ cot budm va mot cot miii cao 18 thuée ta (7m), cling dung dé
cot budm. Ngoai ra con c6 mot cheéo 14i, bén cheo ngang, mot banh 14i dé cheo
lai ghe, mot banh mii dé dé ghe cho khéi tat nghiéng mot bén.®

Ghe bau Hoai Nhon (Binh Pinh) chay bang 3 buém ngang va to. Giita la
budém 16n (budm long), phia truéc gdn mii 14 budm miii, phia sau lai bén hong
12 mot budém phu-budém ung. Hai cot budom (mii va long) déu c6 day ching tu
dau cot xudng dén hai be ghe, bang may song 1éo doi, cot miii chi c6 hai day.
Than ghe bau déng bing van (be) chong cao hai hoic ba 16p (goi 1a be doi, be
ba), gitta ghe la don ganh, c6 tru gitta khong dua t6i dua lui duge. Pon ganh la
tAm van day, dai gdp doi chiéu ngang cta ghe, c6 day chiang tir dau cot budém
long xudng, gitta hai dau don ganh. Dudi be c6 mot phan nim tron duéi nuéc
1a mé ghe, du’(jc dan bing nan cat tre day va 16n ban, trét dau rai. Hai dau ghe
bau 1a hai 56 16n, ding nguyén than mu u, ¢6 chiéu hoi cong, dugc khoét réng
dé tra lai ong (so lai) va tra xa bac (s6 mui). ¥

O Binh Thuan thi ngu dan lai dung ghe bau ddy nan, dugc thiét k& thanh
hai phan. Phan trén 1a luon van, hai 1ong doc ngang véi nhLIng cay cheéo, dam
16n nhé lam bang gb sao, chiu dU()’c nuéc mén. Phan du6i chi gdom mbi déy dai
va hep, dan bing nan tre réi son truéc khi trét 16p dau chai dic biét. Pay la
chd dung ca danh bat dugc, giit cho c4 tuoi cho dén khi vao bo.

Khi can st dung ghe bau, ngudi ta déng noc trén bai bién gac xa ngang roi
dung day nhg treo phan trén cta chiéc ghe 1én trude. Sau d6 14y phan day chiéc
ghe ra, ké va rap ngay ngan miéng day vao khép da danh sin, cot siét lai that chit
bang nho gai. Phia trén ngu dan tha vai tdm van lén may bac thang ngang déng
s&n dé lam chd nam nghi. T4i trong ctia ghe bau day nan thudng tir 2-14 tan.1%

Qua nhing tai liéu hién c6 va khdo sat thuc té, ching t6i thay ghe bau
mién Trung phan bé tU Quang Binh vao dén Binh Thuén, trong dé céc tinh
Quang Tri va Khanh Hoa 1a khong c6 nghé déng ghe bau. Mot diéu dang luu
v 1a hién nay, nguoi Cham khong con stt dung ghe bau, méic dau trong lich s,
ho rat giéi vé hang hai.

* Ky thuat dong ghe

Ghe bau va thuyén prau cia Ma Lai c6 nhiing chi tiét giong nhau kha co
ban. Piéu dé chtIng t6 anh huéng dam nét ctia prau lén ghe bau, ké ca tén goi 1an
hinh dang va cau trac. Bén canh yeu t6 Ma Lai-Nam Do, ghe bau x(f Quang con
ti€p thu mot s6 chi tiét ky thuat cua thuyen buém dong Bla Trung Ha1 tay An
Do Duong va nam Trung Hoa. Trong dé yéu t6 Trung Hoa thé hién yé&u hon. So
v6i hinh adnh chiéc thuyén Champa trén phu diéu Angco va thap B6 & di tich My
Son, ta thay c6 nhiéu diém trung véi dia ban cu tra cia ngudsi Cham trude day.
Két hop véi cac tu liéu folklore vé nghé dong ghe bau, nhiéu nha nghién ctu cho
riang ghe bau la két qua truc tiép clia qua trinh giao luu kinh t&, van héa Viét-
Cham, cta k¥ thuat déng ghe c6 truyén Viét va ky thuat déng thuyén Champa.®®
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Ghe bau xt Quang dugc déng bing gb kién kién, sao, cho, lim, gié khai
théc ti rung phia tdy Quang Nam va do nhiing trai déng ghe bau & Tra Quan,
Tra Nhiéu, Kim Bong thuc hién. Pay 1a nhiing lang nghé moc thi cong néi
tiéng nam bén canh phé ¢6 Hoi An. Nhiing thuyén chién néi tiéng cha thuay
quan chia Nguyén dugc déng tai day, noi c¢6 nguyén liéu doi dao tir rimng (gb tot,
song, may, tre, dau rai) va doi ngi tho cé tay nghé cao.

Ghe bau st dung cheéo lam tir gb bang lang. Cot budm dung loai gb long
tia, re xanh, thoi ba, gié, tau... dé ché tao."”

Pham vi hanh nghé cha thg déng ghe bau Hoi An kha rong, bao gom
hau hét cac dia phuong Pang Trong va mot s6 noi ¢ Pang Ngoai. Phuong thic
hanh nghé chi yéu la 1ap thanh céc kip thg tir 10-20 nguoi di déng ghe thué.
Doi khi ¢6 nhitng kip ding ra lap thanh trai ghe ¢6 dinh. 0 Hoi An vao nhiing
nam 1920-1930, c6 3 trai déng ghe bau, ngoai ra con mot so trai déng cac loai
ghe khac."®

Trén cu lao Ré (huyén Ly Son, Quang Ngai) ti 1du da hinh thanh lang
nghé truyén thong chuyén déng méi va siia chia cdc loai ghe bau tai Bén Da
(Ly Vinh). Nam 1947, thuc dan Phap cdm lang nghé hoat dong, tiéu hiy céc
phuong tién nghe bau ¢ Ly Son. Tho déng ghe phai phiéu dat vao d4t lién, dén
Phi Tho (x4 Nghia Hoa, huyén Tu Nghia), Tinh Ky (huyén Son Tinh), Sa Huynh
(huyén Dic Phé), Tam Ky (Quiang Nam) dé tiép tuc hanh nghé. Nghé déng ghe
bau & Ly Son dan dan bi that truyén. Hién nay trong nha 6ng Vo Diém (90
tudi), mot tho con (thg phu déng ghe bau) cho cha minh 14 ngudi Hué - ngudvi
chuyén déng ghe bau § Bén P4, xa Ly Vinh van con ban tho t6 nghé véi mo
hinh mot chiéc ghe bau.

Péng méi mot chiéc ghe bau trung binh can khodng 300 cong lao dong.
Ghe déng xong, dugc trét dau rdi tron véi cay chai mam (xdc mau) dé chong
th4m nude. Ml cdy chai mdm con dudc 6p vao cdc chét ném bang gb dé chot
chit khong cho thadm nuée.?

Xé6m Trudng 6 Quy Nhon (Binh Dinh) 12 phudng thi cong déng thuyén
chuyén nghiép tir thoi Tay Son. Duéi thoi Nguyén, doi ngii déng thuyén & day
1én t6i vai tram nguoi. Nguyén liéu chinh la tre, mua & cac vung Kién My, Phu
An, Nhon Tho... G6 khai thac ¢ vung ring mién tay. Tre dugc dan thanh cac
mé ghe, roi chuyén cho céc phudng thuyén dé be ghe véi cac dung cu nhu nai,
chéo, da... d&€ uon thanh céc kiéu dang thuyén tuy theo kich thuéc va mau ma
ctia kh4ch hang. Nguoi ta dung phan trau trat 1én mé ghe vai 16p roi dung cui
dira nhing diu rai danh manh lén ghe dé chong thadm nudc va ro ri. Con lam
be gb va déng thuyén gb doi héi ngudi tho phai cé ki thuat cao. Vao dau thé ky
XX, ghe bau Quy Nhon dugc ddanh gid rat cao: “Quy Nhon cé nhiéu ghe bdu déng
bdng gb cé suc chia lon, do bén cao, cé thé di lai nhiéu ngay trén bién cd”.2”

Lang Dong Téc (nay thudc thi tran Pha Lam, thanh pho Tuy Hoa, Pha Yén),
nam bén clia song Pa Ring, ngay xua ciing c¢6 nghé déng ghe bau. Nay noi nay
da chuyén sang déng tau danh c4 ngi dai duong.®

Ghe bau Phan Rang (Ninh Thuan) c6 thé dat ti trong 16n va chuyén ché
dugc 60 tan hang héa. San ghe duge che phi béi cach dong san cé dién cac phen
b6 tri theo séng trau.®?
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Trong k§ thuat déng ghe bau, cdc thg xdm ghe va thg moc cha Mii Né
(Phan Thiét) néi tiéng déng khéo va cé trach nhiém. Ghe bau ctia ho 1a khuén
mau cho thg déng ghe ¢ Hoi An (Quang Nam) va Pho An (huyén DPtc Phé, Quang
Ngii). Cung v6i ghe manh clia Quing Binh va ghe ctta Phi Quéc, ghe bau Miii
Né c6 san mang dic trung kiéu Viét. Vé ghe bau & ddy v6i mot chd phang nhe
dé dé dang vao bo. Ghe bau Miii Né c6 tai trong 120 tan, dai 30m, chiéu ngang
c6 thé 1én dén 6m, chiéu sau 4m. Tir 80 nidm nay, mot vai ghe bau da dat va
vuogt 300 tan. Ghe bau trong tai 16n ngay nay khong con niia.®

Mot nguyén liéu rat quan trong trong viéc déng ghe bau la dau rai. Dau
rai dugc khai théac tir cac khu riing ddu ngudn & phia tay Pai Loc, Qué Son. Tu
day, hang tram thung dau rai dugc dua vé Hoi An, Pa Néng roi dem di tiéu
thu & cac noi. Dau rai dugc dung dé trét thuyén manh, ghe bau va ca thuyén
thing, thuyén nan. Pay 1a mot ngudn loi 1am san dang ké cta Quang Nam ti
thé ky XIX vé truéc.

* Ky thuat van hanh

Ghe bau Ly Son (Quang Ngii) méi chiéc c6 8 ngudi (ké ca cht va ban) cing
di trén ghe, kem theo mot chiéc xudng (d6i v6i ghe budn ban) hodc mot chiéc
thing (d6i v6i ghe danh c4).2Y Ghe bau Quang Nam c6 16 ngudi, trong dé cé 1
tong lai, 1 téng thuong va 1 tong khau (t6ng miii).?»

Ghe bau Binh Pinh mbi chiéc thudng c6 6-7 lao dong, gom lai ghe, 14i phu,
tong thuong, tong khau va ban ngang. Lai ghe 1a 6ng cht ghe bau c6 nhiém vu
giit tién bac va phu trach viéc mua ban hang héa. Lai phu 1a tai cong, cam lai
chay ghe, diéu dong dan ban, xem nhu “hoa tiéu”, ngudi thong thao céc luong
lach, thoi tiét nhat. Pay 1a ngudi thudc nhiéu nhat bai ve cac lai. Tong thuong
trong coi viéc tat nudc, bit cac 16 ro ri cia ghe. Téng khau lo viéc hau cdn. Ban
ngang lo cudn, loi, b6 budm, ngdi ganh, dit neo, kéo neo theo 1énh cia lai phu.

Khi troi thuan gié, tir Phan Thiét vao Viing Tau, ghe bau chay chi mat
mot ngay dém, trung binh 18km/gis. Gap mua gié ngugce, khoang duong dé6 di
mat ba ngay dém. Méi thang ghe di vé dugc ba chuyén, mdi chuyén bay ngay.
Mbi chiéc ghe bau 16n thuong do mot thuyén truéng diéu khién va giit tay lai
duogc goi la “lai phu”, cung 13 lao dong dugc chu ghe tra luong c6 dinh. Mot
“tong khau” lo viéc &n udng, tiép t& hang ngay, s6 con lai chia thanh 6 phién,
mdi phién hai ngudi lam di moi viéc dé ghe luén luén xudi budom thuin gi6.2o

Ghe bau di chuyén bing budém nhg stc gié. Nhiing lic thiéu gié hay gié hoi
nguoc ho c6 ky thuat chay “vat” hay chay “ganh” rat doc ddo. Tidc la ghe bau
chay ngugc gi6é bing cich kéo xién xién canh buém, néu ghe nghiéng thi ganh
dugce dua hét bén trong, tuy theo do nghiéng ma nguoi ban trong ghe chay ra
ngoi trén don ganh, néu ghe nghiéng nhiéu hon thi cung ldc hai, ba, bon nguvi
chay ra.®”

Khi troi thanh bé ling, thuyén dong cd ba budém ré séng ma chay. Khi
bién dong thi cap bén tri 4n. Ngay xua, tham gia vao nhiing chuyén hai trinh
dai ngay trén bién la rat nguy hiém, ranh gi6i giita c4i song va céi chét nhiéu
khi chi trong gang téc.

Do day ghe dugc dan bing nan tre, siic va cham kém, ghe thinh thodng
van bi chim. Mot “ké thi” clia ghe bau 1a loai chudt gdm nham, v6i ham rang sic
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nhon c6 thé cidn thing ghe nhu choi. Nén dan céc 14i thuong kiéng cif, chi ddm
goi ching la “ty”.

3. Vai tro cua ghe bau

* Trong lich si

Tir thé ky XVII-XVIII, ghe bau da gép phan trong viéc dua nhiing luu dan
ngudi Viét vao khai ph4 dat Gia Pinh ma Lé Quy Pon da nhic dén trong Phi
bién tap luc.

Ghe Bau mién Trung

M hinh ghe bau mién Trung

Nhiéu ngudi da khéi dau hanh trinh mé dat bang chiéc ghe bau. Trén
chiéc ghe bau nhé bé clia minh, ho mang theo nhiing thi thiét yéu nhu gao,
mAm mudi, cdng cu... rdi ci thé men theo bd bién ma di vao phia nam. Luu dan
tif Quang Nam, Quang Ngai di thang vao My Tho, Bén Tre bing ghe bau ma
khong can phai ghé qua Ba Ria, Péng Nai nhu trudng hop di trén dudng bo.
Né&u can tré vé tham qué thi ho ciing di bang dudng bién. Pi bing phuong thc
nay via nhanh vita an toan hon so v6i dudng bo.

Vao thoi chia Nguyén, triéu dinh da cho 14p nhiing doi ghe Truong da (ghe
bau loai 16n) ché hang héa, luong thuc cho quan ddi. Pén nam 1865, vua Tu Dic
ra lénh thanh lap doan thuyén van tai cd hai mién Bic Nam. Trong doan phia
Béc, doan thuyén Quang Binh c6 50 chiéc, mbi chiéc c6 15 nguvi; doan Nghé
An c6 30 chiéc, mbi chiéc 20 nguvi.

Theo quy dinh cia nha nuéc, mdi chiéc thuyén phai ché trén 3.000 phuong
gao trg 1én. Hai lang Canh Duong va Ly Hoa la hai lang c6 truyén thong vé
nghé hang hai dugc tuyén chon lam mot doan, 18y tén 14 doan Duong Hoa.?®

Ghe bau da tiing 1a thanh phan c6t can cia thiy quan Tay Son vao ntia sau
thé& ky XVIII. Chiéc ghe bau da tré thanh loai thuyén tiéu biéu nhat trong ham
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doi ctia hai quan Tay Son trong chién cudc v6i Nguyén Anh va Xiém La tai Rach
GAam-Xoai Mut (tinh Dinh Tuong) (29)

Trong luc lugng thuy quén cta Nguyén Anh, c6 hdn mot loai thiy binh ghe
bau véi 1.600 quan day la luc lugng van tai quan luong caa chaa.®”

Theo bién nién nha Nguyen tir 1778 dén 1819, Nguyén Anh da déng
235 ghe bau (kiéu prau), 460 sai thuyén (thuyén cheo loal 16n hon), 490 chién
thuyén (thuyén buén nhé khong mui), 77 dai chién thuyén, 60 thuyén 16n nhé
kiéu phuong Tay hay thuyén buém doc, 100 & thuyén (thuyén son den) va 60
1é thuyén (thuyén cham vé trén ca dau va dudi) trong téng s6 1.482 chiéc.®V

Vao thé& ky XIX, mdéi nidm hai 1an vao tiét Tiéu man va DPai thd, nha
Nguyén huy dong hon 200 thuyén ché gao théc, tién thué (loai tién dic bing
doéng), thué san vat ché vé kinh. Riéng tinh Binh Thuan phéai danh 3 chiéc ghe
bau ché nuéec mam va hai san kho.

Triéu dinh con dung ghe bau chd hang ban ra nudc ngoai réi mua vé vii
khi, sing dan dé phong thii dat nudc chdng ngoai xam, nhat 1a khi Phép ruc
rich xuat hién.

Trong 9 ndm khang chién chong Phap, cdc chii ghe bau § Phan Thiét tham
gia van chuyén can b, vii khi, thuc ph4dm tir chién khu Lé Hong Phong di Ham
Tan v6i tram dat ¢ Ta Lam.®?

* Trong kinh té&

Thoi cdc chia Nguyén, nhan thay nganh van tai bién 1a ngudn 1gi 161, nén
nha nu6c da tién hanh thu thué trén don vi thuyén theo tai trong: “Doc theo
cdc cia bién tit chdu Nam B6 Chinh dén Gia Dinh, Pong Nai cdc nha buén va
cdc ldi, ban thuyén, bdn dinh, cai thudc, cai xd, phdn ai cé phdn tu, ghe tu déu
bién vao s6 nha nudc, theo trong long thuyén rong mdy thuéc ma dinh lén nhé,
phdi nép tién chuyén vin rong 11 thude nop 11 quan, 9 thudc nép 9 quan, xudng
dén 4 thudc nép 4 quan...”®?

Cac ghe thuyén déu dugc trung dung dé van chuyén hang héa cho nha nuéc
v6i nhitng quy dinh rd rang: “Thuyén nao dén luot phdi ché thi duoc mién tién
(thué) chuyén vin ma phdt cho tién kién tri (sia chita nhé) 15 quan, thuyén méi
thi chi phdt cho 10 quan dé sta chita, phdt tién lé cau gié 10 quan...”??

Dén thoi Nguyén, viéc giao luu budn ban giffa cdc ving mién trong nudc va
nudc ngoai cht yéu bing ghe thuyén, lubng budén ban trén dudng bién Bic-Nam
phat trién manh, gép phan hinh thanh nén nhiéu bén cdng, trung tam budn
ban, phd chg ndm ven séng, can bién. P4 hinh thanh han mot nghé goi 1a nghé
budn ghe bau. Tang 16p thuong gia va dai thuong gia nay la cac 1ai. Ho 1a cha
cdc thuyén budén tuyén Bic Nam, c6 nhiéu kinh nghiém, chi phéi nhiéu ludong
bubn va mat hang trén thi truong. Ho canh tranh véi thuong nhan ngudi Hoa
bang manh khée va cac thi doan nghé nghiép cia ho. 0] Vao dla vi 6ng chua, cac
14i budn thué muén ngudi gitp viéc, khuan vac, ganh gong, méi 14i, mai blen
thu ky hoac git chan sao (thay tha).

Dan ghe bau ¢ Hué mang thing r6, nia sang, gau tat dia vao ban trong
Nam. 0 Quéng Nam, trong s6 cac 1l4i khong hiém nhiing ngudi 1a chii nhan cta
vai ba chiéc ghe bau chuyén budn ban duong dai ven bién. Tai hdi quan ngudi
Hoa ¢ Quy Nhon van con mot bia d4 ghi lai mé6i quan hé budn ban giita Hoi An
va Quy Nhon bing ghe bau.®® Tai Hoi An da hinh thanh nén nhiing lang nghé
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buon ghe bau ¢ Thanh Chau, Cdm Pho, Kim Bong, Thanh Ha...®® Ho di buén
ban khap cac cang trong ca nudc. Hang nam, theo gi6 mua, nhiing chuyén ghe
bau tif mién ngoai ché dau chai, cdnh kién va dugc liéu vao Nam. Cu Nguyén
Boi Lién (nay da mat), mot nha nghién ctu vé Hoi An, thoi trai tré da tung di
ghe bau tit Hoi An vao Phan Thiét, chd cdc mit hang nhu dudng mia, to lua, do
sanh si... vao Phan Thiét, r6i mua gao ché vé Hoi An.

San ph4dm gém Thanh Ha & Hué xua kia dugc dem ban khip noi bing ghe
bau, ra tdn Quang Binh, Quang Tri, va vao Quang Nam, Quang Ngéi vao céc
ngay cho phién cta dia phuong.®” Gém Nam Diéu, Thanh Ha con theo chan
cac doan ghe bau xudt sang nuéc ngoai.

Trén ddo Ly Son (Quang Ngii), ghe bau dugc st dung vao viéc danh bit
h&i san. Pay la nhiing ghe nhé c6 chiéu dai khoang 25 thuéc ta (11m), rong 5
thuéce ta (2,2m), duge déng ¢ Ly Son vao nhiing ndm dau cia thé ky truée, chi
yéu dung dé danh bat ca chudn. Pic biét nhitng chiéc ghe bau cé chiéu dai 35
thué6c ta (16m) tré 1én dugc dung dé trao d6i hang héa véi cac noi khac. T Ly
Son, ghe bau chd di d4 voi, mi cay chai m&m (cdy xdc mau) va mua gao tif noi
khéc vé. Mot s6 van ghe ché mudi ¢ Sa Huynh va Tinh Hoa (huyén Son Tinh)
vao ban trong Nam, dong thoi chd d4 va sit vé ban cho thuong nhan ngudi Hoa
¢ Tam Ky (Quang Nam). Hay mang céc loai lui dan bang nho 18y tir vé cay gai
dem ban § cdc cira Sa Can, Sa Ky, ctia Ba1 (Quang Ngal) ctia Thanh Khé, Hiép
Hoa (Quang Nam). O xa Ly Vinh, mot s6 toc ho song bing nghé ché ghe bau,
nhu ho V6, ho Pang, ho Pham... 9)

O Cé Luy, TrUGng Bmh My Khé (xa Tinh Khé, huyén Son Tinh, Quang
Ngii) xua c6 mot s6 nguvi sim ghe bau dé di budn dUO’ng bién, nguvi cha phuong
quen goi 1a buodn cdc ldi. Budn cac lai phat trién hon budn nui, buén nong san
rat nhiéu, ca vé s6 lugng nguoi budn 14n khéi lugng hang héa. Hanh trinh di
budn thuong la vao Nam B6 mua gao, dia ché ra Nam Binh ban. Hoéc ¢6 khi
chi dén Tam Quan (Binh DPinh) mua céac loai vat liéu phuc vu cho nghé ca vé
ban cho ngu dan & C6 Liiy nhu day dia (dé kéo lu6i), cAy cam xe (dé€ lam chot
ghe), soi gai (dan lu6i), 14 dém (d€ dém budm), dau rai (trét thuyén thing, ghe
bau...). Pi xa hon thi ghe bau vao dén Phan Rang, Phan Ri mua c4 moi ra ban
cho Nghé Tinh.®?

Cac lai 6 Hoai Nhon (Binh Binh) cit vao sau 1&é Thugng Nguyén (15/1 Am
lich) cho &n hang & dia phuong roi xuit bén. Néu di ra phia bac nhu Hué, ctia
Viét, ctia Tung (Quang Tri) thi mang theo dau dua, day dita, mudi, dau rai va
dira trai (dugc béc vé) va thuong di theo nhiing dgt gié ndém thdi manh. Néu vao
phia nam thi mang theo cht yéu 1a day dita. Vao dén Go Cong (Tién Giang) thi
hang mang vé chd yéu la gao va rugu hi. Néu di chuyén ké tiép vao khoang
théang 5-6 am lich thi chi dén dugc Ninh Thuan hay xa hon 1a Binh Thuén, dé
thu mua c4 m&m mang vé. Vao cac thang bién dong, ghe bau chuyén c4 mam
l1én c4c ngd ngudn dé cac thuyén nguon chuyén tiép cho ving cao.“?

Bén Go Boi (nay thudc thon Tung Giang, xa Phude Hoa, huyén Tuy Phuéc,
Binh Dinh), tir cudi thé ky XVIII, ghe bau da dén day dé trao d6i hang héa

Thoi tho du cta nha tho Xuan Diéu da gin bé v6i qué me noi van Go Boi,
dugc Tinh Ha ghi lai v6i nhiing chi tiét kha séng dong: “Van Go Béi lic bdy gio
nhiing ndm 30 toi bdt ddu khoéon lén da thdy nhiing chiéc ghe bau to lén tit xa
dén cdt nuéc mam hodc trao doi cdc ddc sdn dia phuong cho cdc chi vua nhu lu,
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khap, mat ong, chiéu béong & Qudang Nam; duong phoéi, duong thé néi tiéng &
Qudng Ngai hogc lanh lua Ngdn Son ciua Phu Yén...

Nhiing chiéc ghe bdu cé treo vong, cé trung ti dung, trai ban mébi ghe do
vai chuc nguoi. Mudn lén bo van va xudng ghe, chii bdc mot cdy cdu gb chdc
chdn”. v

Phan Thiét 1a dia ban tap trung ghe bau dong nhat dé van chuyén nuéc
mam néi tiéng mot thoi. HAu hét cdc chd ham ho (hd lam nuéc médm) & day déu
sdm ghe bau d€ van chuyén nudc mam. TruGc ndm 1945, Cong ty Lién Thanh
c6 ba chiéc ghe bau 16n mang tén Vi Thuyén, Phan Thuyén, Hai Thuyén tri gia
mobi chiéc hang tram nghin dong. Ghe bau Phan Thiét mdi chiéc ché duge “mudn
mé6t”, “mudn hai” tin nuéc madm (mdi mudn bang 10.000 tin). Mdi tin sanh chia
3,7 lit, tinh ca vé rudt khodng 5kg. P6i khi nuéc mém duge van chuyén bing xe
ltta vao Sai Gon, nhung chi phi cao hon so v6i van chuyén bing ghe bau. Méi
toa doi (wagon double) xe ltta chi ché dugc 2.000 tin nuéc m&m, bing 1/10 stic
ché clia mot ghe bau, ma lai dé bi x6c bé doc duong. Khi tir Sai Gon tré vé, ghe
bau ché theo gao, dudng, vai va céac thi hang héa khac. Ciing c6 chuyén buon
thang ra cdc tinh mién Trung. Mdi chuyén di ctia ho kéo dai hang 2-3 théang,
ra tan Pha Yén, Binh Dinh, Pa Ning.

Ghe bau khong chi 1a phuong tién dung dé giao luu hang héa trong nuéc
ma con tién hanh mua ban vé6i nuéc ngoai. Trudc khi Phap xam luge nudc ta,
nhiing doan ghe bau da thuc hién nhiing chuyén di dai dén Trung Hoa, Singa-
pore, Xiém La. Viét Nam da tung 1a nha cung ting 16n vé mudi cho Trung Hoa.
Hang d6i luu tré lai 1a to lua, vii khi, thude Bic...“? C6 ngudi ¢ Thanh Héa di
ghe bau budon ban sang tdn Nam Vang, Xiém La, Mién Dién...

Thoi ky Phap thudc, ghe bau van cé vai trdo quan trong trong viéc van
chuyén hang héa. Doc theo b bién tit Bic xuéng Nam, tir Sai Gon, Nam Vang,
Luc tinh, Hai Phong, Hué€, Pa Néng... khong noi nao 1a khong c6 d4u chan cua
dan ghe budon dau dia, day dua, tham dia Tam Quan, mot san pham doc déo
cua dia phuong.“*®

Dan mién Trung di ghe bau vao dinh cu § C4i Tau Ha (Pong Théap) lap lang
rén, ngudi dia phuong goi 1a “tho ghe bau”. Ban dau ho san xuat cong cu nong
nghiép, d6 dung gia dinh bing sit véi kiéu ddng mién ngoai. Sau qua trinh tiép
can thuc t€, ho san xuat chd y&u mit hang liém, chiém linh thi trudng Nam Bo,
mién Trung va qua ca bén Campuchia.

* Trong van héa

Ghe bau khong chi 1a phuong tién budon ban, van chuyén ma né con chuyén
tai theo d6 nhitng hanh trang van héa gitia cdc ving mién. D6 1a gach noi, 1a
moi giao luu gitta cdc mién Bic, Trung, Nam trén y nghia vat chat va tinh than.

Trong kho tang ca dao c6 kha nhiéu cau phan anh thuc t& hoat dong cta
cac lai, nhiing taAm tu tinh cdm cda ho ciing dugc gii gdm vao d6 thong qua hinh
anh chiéc ghe bau. Nhiing lan diéu ho khoan trén nhiing chuyén héi trinh xa
da giap cho ho voi di ndéi nhé nha:

Ghe bau don dep kéo neo
Mdéy chu ban chao bdt cai ho khoan

Hay ndi niém cia nhiing c6 gai da trét yéu nhilng anh chang ban ghe,

phai dé lai me gia:
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Ghe bau tré ldi vée déng
Con gdi theo chéng bé me ai nuobi
Ghe bau con 1a phuong tién chuyén ché thong diép tinh yéu:
Chim quyén ddu ldi ghe bdu
Miéng kéu b6 Bdy xuéng ldu trao tho
C6 mot chit so sanh gitta viéc 14y Hoa kiéu v6i nhiing anh di ghe bau chan
chat ma ngheo:
Léy khdch Qudng DPong dn héng véi tdo
Léy ban ghe bdu dn chdo gao luong
Khi quay trd lai bén cii thi ciing chinh chiéc ghe 4y 1a 10i t6 tinh dé thuong
cia chang trai Ngii Quang chan chat ma hao sang, dem “1& vat” bién di cau hon
ngudi minh yéu thuong. D6 12 cudc tinh duyén min ma di dém, hon hau cia
nguoi dan xi bién:
Co kia boi téc canh tién
Ghe bau di cuéi mot thién cd moi
Chdng tin gid thi ra coi
Rau ram & dudi ca moi & trén
Va khi néi dén ghe bau thi khong thé khong nhic dén Ve Cdc ldi hay Ve
Thity trinh, Ve Nhdt trinh. Cac lang chai ven bién Nam Trung B van con luu
hanh nhiing bai vé nay véi nhiing di ban khdc nhau. Pay thuc chat 14 mot ban
hai trinh don gidn, do nhiing ngudi lam nghé van chuyén ghe bau Bic Nam
sang tdc, dic két du6i hinh thic van veé, miéu ta day da cdc dia danh vé6i nhiing
miii, hon, ct lao, ran d4 ngdm ho#c san ho cung nhiing viing, ndi, bén cang, ctia
song, phd x4 trén dat lién va cad nhiing noi hiém tré thuong gay tai nan cho
thuyén be qua lai. Cé thé néi, day 1a mot cAm nang clia dan di buén dudng bién.
Ghe bdu cdc ldi di budn
Dém khuya ngoi bubn, ké chuyén ngdm nga
Bdt ddu Gia Pinh ké ra
Anh em thudn hoa ngodai Hué ké v6™
Dua vao céc dia danh xua, nhiing tif ngit ¢6, nhiilng hién tuong sinh hoat,
giao luu, budn ban dugc thé hién qua noi dung bai ve, ching ta c6 thé doan
dinh bai ve nay ra doi vao khodng diu thé& ky XIX, 1a sing tac tap thé va lién
tuc dudc b sung hoan chinh dan dan sau d6. Pay ciing 1a giai doan kinh té&
phat trién, viéc van chuyén hang héa giita kinh d6 Hué véi Gia Dinh dién ra
kh4 tap nap. Ve Cdc ldi c6 nhiéu di bdn dugc luu truyén & cdc dia phuong véi
hai bai Ve Ldi v va Ve Ldi ra. Mdi bai c6 gan 200 cau, cach dién dat c6 phan
ném na, chan chat, thiéu su trau chudt tir ngit nhung lai gan giii v6i moi truong
“séng gi6” cta cu dan bién.
Dan ghe bau c6 nhiéu tuc kiéng khem khong khac nao ngu dan, trén dudng
di ho thuong ghé vao cdc miéu tho dudgc coi la linh thiéng dé cau cing, dic biét
lién quan dén tin ngudng phon thuc.“?
Tai C4&m Nam (Hoi An), nay van con miéu tho cac van ghe bau. Ghe bau §

A K

Phan Thiét ciing t6 chic hoi cac 14i dé tuong trg nhau va cé 1é “ciing clia” (ctia lach)
vao gitia thang 5 am lich, cau mong cho mot nam lam &n may mén, an toan.“®
O dinh Ly Nhon hay dinh Nam Tién (170 Bén Van DPén, quan 4, TP Ho6 Chi

Minh) c6 mot to sac ctia vua Minh Mang phong cho Nam Hdi Cu Téc Ngoc Lin
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chi than (than C4 Voi). Pay 1a ban goc cap cho doi Truong Pa tic doi thiy quan
thoi Nguyen chuyén van chuyén bing ghe bau 16n.“?

o) doéng bang song Ctu Long, thinh thodng c6 mot x6m Hué nidm lot thém
trong nhiing cong dong dan cu dia phuong. Nhiing x6m Hué& nay phan dong cu
dan 1a ngudi mién ngoai nhu Hué, Quiang Nam, Quang Ngii, Binh DPinh, Phu
Yén... Nguoi ta goi “nhitng ngudi Hué” nay la may ong ghe bau. Sau khi ho ban
hét hang héa ché tir ngoai vao, ho quan tu lai tai mot bén nuée cho cé ban, roi
lén bo lam thué 1am muén doi mua gié ngugc lai. Chuyén tré ra, ho mang theo
nhiing san vat cia dat dong bang. Pay ciing 12 mot hinh thic giao luu véan héa
hiéu qua vao c4i thoi thiéu thén thong tin ngay xua. Cé nhitng 6ng thay do &
lai m¢ 16p day chir Hén, coi ngay, boc thuoe. Pay 1a nhing Nho sinh dé dang
hay trong thé& phai tha phuong cau thuc. Thong qua day, von chit nghia thanh
hién va ca nhac cung dinh Hué da theo dong chdy nay ma vao dén Nam Bd. 0
Can Tho ¢6 cau Trudng Tién (& chg My Khénh), cho Phong Pién (x4 Nhon Ai)
14 nhitng ching tich ctia moi giao luu dé.

Dan ghe bau Binh DPinh vao Nam ban tin, d6 st, hang vai, trau cau... c6
nhiéu nguovi tinh thong vo nghé. Cé thé nhitng ngén vo c6 truyén ti mién ngoai
da dugc luu truyén vao Nam thong qua con dudng nay. Dan thuong hé di budn
duong song & dong bang song Ctiu Long cling 14 nhiing tay cé vé nghé cao cuong,
dén bon cuép phai kiéng de khi dung tran.

Thoi trude, trong nhitng chuyén budn cia ghe bau tir Chg Lén sang Quang
bong (Trung Hoa) va ngudc lai, ngoai viéc trao d6i hang héa, cac thuong lai
con nhap sach chit Han va cdc ban in khic gb chit Han dugc dat hang bén day.

Ghe bau mién Trung con dugc 1én hinh trén gidy bac nuéc ta. Truéc nam
1975, trén to gidy bac 10.000 dong cta Sai Gon, mit truée 1a hinh cu gia va
dén Trung Liét & vuon Bach Thao Sai Gon, miét sau 1a hinh phu nit mién Nam
va ghe bau di bién mién Trung.
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TOM TAT

Ghe bau mién Trung c6 nhiéu nét tuong déng vdi thuyén prao (hay prau) clia M3 Lai, tu tén goi
dén hinh dang va céu tric. Ngoai ra, né con ti€p thu mot s6 chi tiét ky thuat clia thuyén budm déng bia
Trung Hai, tay An bo Duong va nam Trung Hoa Do la két qua truc ti€p cla qua trinh giao Iuu kinh t&,
van héa Viét-Cham, cla ky thuat déng ghe cd truyén Viét va ky thuat déng thuyén Cham.

Trong lich sl, ghe bau déng vai tro rdt quan trong ca vé quan su, kinh t& va van héa. Trong kinh
t€, né 1a phuong tién giao thugng chi yéu gilia cac ving mién trong ca nudc va sang tan nudc ngoai,
hinh thanh nén nghé budn can duyén. Ghe bau con la phuang tién gép phan vao viéc chuyén tai nhiing
gia tri van hoa gilia cac vung mién trong ca nuéc. Qua day, ta thdy c6 ca mét “dong van héa ghe bau’
dich chuyén tii Trung Bo vao d&én Nam B trong dong chay lich st van héa Viét Nam trén ca hai phuong
dién, van hoa vat thé va van héa phi vat thé. Day 1a mot hién tugng van héa-lich s déc dao, rat can
dudc quan tam nghién ctiu theo hudng ti€p can da dién va chuyén sau.

ABSTRACT
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“GHE BAU” [WOODEN BARGE] IN CENTRAL VIETNAM

The wooden barge “ghe bau” used by the people in Central Vietnam is similar to the boat called
prao (or prau) of Malaysia as regards their names, shape and structure. Besides, “ghe bau” also as-
similates technical details of the sailing boats used in the eastern Mediterranean Sea, western Indian
Sea and South China Sea, of which Chinese influence are vaguer than the other traits. This is the direct
result of Viet-Champa economic and cultural exchanges. To put it more concretely, it came from the
mixture of the Vietnamese and the Cham techniques for boat building.

In history, “ghe bau” played an important part in all military, economic and cultural activities of the
nation: As to economy the boat was the key means of transport for the commerce between the different
parts of the country, which helped build up the coastal commercial activities, as well as between the
nation and the other foreign lands. “Ghe bau” also contributed to the disemination of cultural values to
every part of the nation. We can say “ghe bau” symbolizes a current of culture, “the culture of ghe bau’
which extended from Central Vietnam to the South in the historic southward movement of the national
culture - This is to be said of both tangible and intangible aspects - This is a distinctive cultural and

historical phenomenon which definitely needs to be studied through multi-field and profound research.



