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VAN HOA - LICH SU

VE “NHUNG TR UYEN CO TiCH VIET NAM”
DO A. LANDES CONG BO TRONG CAC NAM 1884-1887

Quéang Minh*

“Nguoi Viet Nam séng bing lua gao va truyén thuyét”. Nhan dinh lau doi
d6 (c6 18 tir thé ky 17) vAn con nguyén gia tri qua nhiing thi thach cua thoi gian.

Mot trong nhiing cuén sach dau tién viét bang chit Nho con lai cho dén
ngay nay la Viét dién u linh (tap). Sach nay c6 thé da khdi thao tir thoi nha Ly
(1009-1225). Sach Viéet dién u linh gom 28 truyén than tich.

Sach dau tién viét bang quéc ngil va xuit ban & Sai Gon ciing 12 mot tap
truyén cd tich, d6 1a cuén Chuyén doi xua nhén ldy nhitng chuyén hay va cé
ich, do Truong Vinh Ky viét. Cudén Chuyén doi xua... ny xuat ban lan dau tién
nam 1866, c6 73 truyén, sau dé dugc tai ban nhiéu l1an vao cic nam 1888, 1909,
1924, 1992 va 1993.%

Tuy nhién khong tim thay truyén vé lda gao, trau bo, binh véi... trong
nhiing t4p truyén dan gian nhung do cdc nha Nho thdm nhuan gido ly Khéong
Manh nhuén séc. Truyén TAm Cam la mot trong nhiing truyén c6 tich phd bién
nh4t ngay nay (va ciing c6 thé it nhat tir thé ky thi 10) nhung ciing khong thay
c6 trong nhiing tap trén.

Anthony Landes (1850-1893) da b6 sung cho nhiing thiéu sét trién mién d6
qua tap “Nhiing truyén cé tich Viet Nam” (Contes et légendes annamites) in tit
nim 1884 dén nam 1886 trén tap chi Excursions et Reconnaissances (Du lam
va quan sat). Nam sau, nam 1887, tap chi trén lai in di bdn T4m C4m va nhiéu
truyén khéc ctia nguoi Cham, ciing do A. Landes suu tam va dich.

Tt d6 vé sau, khong mot 4n ban nao bang tiéng Phap vé truyén c6 tich
Viét Nam c6 thé sanh dugc v6i nhitng cong trinh cia A. Landes.

Ban dau A. Landes la “quan dau tinh” § Chg Lén, sau d6 chuyén sang lam

“quan tréng coi viéc [clia dan] ban xt” & Nam Ky, dong thoi 1a hoi vien Hoi A
chiu ¢ Paris. Theo A. Cabaton, hoi vién Héi trén thi “Landes hoan toan théng
thao tiéng Viét, thdy minh gdn bé véi folklore bdn xu; doi véi Landes thi nén
folklore nay thé hién mét cich hon nhién va y nghia nhdt nén vdan minh cia
nhiing dén téc ma 6ng dang séng véi ho.”® L. Finot, luc d6 1a Giam doc Vién
Vién Pong Bac Cé Phdp, ciing tdn thanh nhan dinh trén nén da trich din toan
bo doan trén vao bai viét cla 6ng vé “Nhiing gidy to ctia Landes” (BEFEO, 1903,
bo III, s6 4, tr. 657-660).

Gop ca truyén co tich Viet Nam véi truyén c6 tich Cham thi tat ca c6 168
truyén, trong d6 c6 146 truyén c6 tich, 22 truyén tiéu lam, cing nhiéu déng dao,
ban sach din (day 37 trang) va danh sach céc tdc gid da dan. Tap nay gom tat
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cd cac thé loai ¢6 tich: giai thoai da st nhu truyén Nguyén Trai, truyén Hb Xuan
Huong; truyén thuyét nhu truyén ba chda Liéu [Hanh] va hai con, trang Quinh
(sic) va trang Trinh, Than ndi Tan Vién; truyén vé ngudn goc van vat nhu Géoc
gac con trau, Hat gao; truyén cé gido ly dao Phat nhu Nha su héa kiép thanh
binh voi, Su 6ng tu thiéu; truyén tiéu 1am nhu Li &n tham, Bay bom nhau...

Phan 16n nhiing truyén trén dugc suu tdm ¢ mién Nam va, trich nguyén
van 10i cha A. Landes: “t6i da@ cé dich chinh xdc nhdt loi nguoi ké, ding nhu
ho dé doc cho déng huong ctia ho ghi lai, nhitng dong huong nay la trung gian
giita ho va t6i.”® Nhung cling ¢6 mot so6 14y tir sach chit Nho, nhat 1a tu tap
Truyén ky man luc cia Nguyén Dit (thé ky 16).

Hau bén thé ky 19, ngudi Phép theo xu huéng dang thinh hanh  chau Au,
tich cuc suu tam nhiing truyén cé tich ky la & cac nudc xa x6i. Ho da in 1an dau
tién nhing truyén cé tich Viéet Nam, truyén c6 tich Cambodge...¥ Va Anthony
Landes da chiém vi tri danh du trong nhiing ngudi Au tién phong d6.®

Landes troi hon nhiing nguoi khac, nguoi Viét cing nhu nguti nude ngoai,
ké ca nguoi Phéap & chd, ong c¢6 phuong phdp khoa hoc (suu tam truc tiép tiu
nguoi dia phuong, dich trung thanh ti nhitng ban géc... sé luong truyén nhiéu
(chua bao gio nhiing tdc gida khac ¢6 duge hon tram truyén), xudt bdan truée moi
nguol (tif nam 1884, it nhat cling sém hon nhiing ngudi khac dén cad mot thap
nién), dién suu tdm réng (6 mién Nam Viét Nam)...

Chinh vi vay, tir khi xuat bdn dén nay, “Nhiing truyén cé tich Viét Nam”
clia Landes da 12 nguén tham khdo chinh, kinh dién cho nhiing cong trinh t6ng
hop (néi cach khac, 1a cong trinh cap hai) cia nhiing t4dc gid hién dai vé vin
hoc dan gian. C6 thé néu mot vai vi nhu Vit Ngoc Phan (1955), Nguyén DPong
Chi (1957), P6 Van Ly (1959), A.C. Crawford (1966), M. Durand va Nguyén
Tran Huan (1969)...

Nhiing y kién sau day ctia Vii Ngoc Phan va Nguyén Pdng Chi khang dinh
gid tri hién nhién tdc ph4m cta Landes.

Say sua sau chién thing Dién Bién Phd, Vit Ngoc Phan ké: “Lic 4y [khodng
1955] anh Nguyén DPéng Chi va anh Hoa Bing (tic Hoang Thic Tram) dugc
giao nhiém vu dén tiép quan Thu vién Truong Vién Pong Bac C6. Hai anh tim
th4y nhiing truyén c6 dan gian Viét Nam do bon quan cai tri Phép bién soan:
nhiing sach cua Sabatier, Chivas Baron, Landes, Baniafcy®v.v.. Bon nay dén
dia phuong nao thi bit cac hao ly ké lai ho#c ghi chép lai nhitng truyén c6 dan
gian cung cdc giai thoai, bon thong phan, ky luc § toa si ¢6 nhiém vu dich so
lugc ra tiéng Phap dé ching viét lai. Truyén do ching viét c¢6 nhiéu cai sai, can
phai stia va b6 sung. Du sao ciing 14 nhiing tu liéu can gin git.””

Tham nhuan y thic hé marxiste trong nhiing nam 50-70 cta thé ky truéc &
Viét Nam, dau vay Nguyén DPong Chi ciing phai x4c nhan: “Truyén c6 Viéet Nam
con dugc gép nhit 1an lugt va tdn man trong nhiing quyén sach ho#c tap san viét
bang chit Phap, va trong cdc béo chi can dai. Trong s6 nay phai ké dén mot it
cong trinh suu tAm tuong déi trung thuc va kha phong phd nhu cia A. Landes
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trong tap san Du lam va quan
sat (Excursions et Reconnais-
sances) nadm 1885-1886...”®
Chung ta thdy, Landes la téac
gia nguoi Phap duy nhat dugc
néu tén.

A. Landes néi tiéng la
thong thao tiéng Viét nhung
trong hoan canh ngén nga
tiéng Viét vao cudi thé ky
19 6 mién Nam. T4t nhién
ong khong phai la nguoi Viét
chinh géc. D6 1a 1y do vi sao
day do trong tdc phdm cta ong F
con c6 nhiing hat san, déi khi v <7 e [OE MR 1
khé tho thién; d6 1 tir ban NN =S ATAWA E W S
ning sac toc.?

Maéc du nhiing truyén do ANTONY LAN.D.ES

Landes tuyén chon va dich cé

thé c6 diém nay diém khac CONTES
ET

cAn hoan thién nhung néi
chung nhiing truyén d6 van ' 1
duge coi nhu danh dau buée G ' E S
ngoat trong van hoc dan gian LE E N D
nuide ta, 7 ANNAMITES
Tuy nhién, tac pham cua
Landes vadn dang niam du6i
nhiéu 16p bui trong nhiing kho
sach quy hiém § vai thu vién o . e
lon rén the gidi Cong chang 10908 o Gt ot geres amanis
no1 tiéng Phap thuc sy khong dang trén mang www.shopping.msn.com
ti€p can dugc. Pdc gia noi
tiéng Viét thi khong biét 12 ¢6 nhiing sach d6 trén doi. Trach nhiém cta chiung
ta - nhitng nguoi trung thuc, nghiém tac va khong thién vi, néi tiéng Phép ciing
nhu tiéng Viét - 1a tra lai cho Cesar nhiing gi cia Cesar.
Ching toi dé nghi:
1. In lai toan bd va duéi hinh thic sao chup ban goc “Nhiing truyén c6 tich Viét
Nam” (1884-1886) va “Nhiing truyén c6 tich Cham” (1887) clia Anthony Landes.
2. Dich trung thuc nhiing ban d6 sang tiéng Viét. Trudc nhiing tai liéu trén s&
c6 mot bai gi6i thiéu c6 phé phan, bang hai thi tiéng nham tra Landes cing nhiing
diém manh va di€ém yéu cia 6ng, vé vi tri clia dng trong lich st vén hoc dan gian Viét
Nam. Khi lam viéc dé, sé c6 tham khao nhiing ban thao chua cong bé ciia Landes dé
& Thu vien Hoi A chau, duong Hong y Lemoine, quan 5, Paris, Phép.
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Nhing thé hé tuong lai néi tiéng Phap va tiéng Viét sé phan doan nhiing
viéc lam, du c6 hoi mudn cua ta. Nhung, chdm con hon khong!
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TOM TAT

Téac pham “Nhing truyén cé tich Viét Nam” cla Anthony Landes dugc dang tai trén tap chi Ex-
cursions et Reconnaissances tii nam 1884-1887. So véi cac cong trinh suu khao vé van hoc dan gian
khac, tac phdm clia A. Landes c6 nhiéu uu diém: bién soan cé phuong phap khoa hoc, s& lugng truyén
nhiéu, dién suu tdm rong va nhat la dugc xuat ban ti rat sém. Dang tiéc 1a, cho dén nay, cac tac pham
cla A. Landes van dang ndm dudi nhiéu I6p bui trong nhiing kho sach quy hiém & vai thu vién I6n trén
thé gidi, ngudi quan tam thi rat kho tiép can, sé dong khac han Ia khong biét c6 nhiing tac phdm dé
trén doi. Tac gia bai viét dé nghi nén in lai toan bd ban géc va dich ra tiéng Viét cac tac phdm clia A.
Landes, du héi muén, nhung cham coén hon khong.

ABSTRACT

THE WORK “THE OLD TALES OF VIETNAM” PUBLISHED BY A. LANDES IN 1884-1887

The above work was printed in the magazine Excursions et Reconnaissances in the period 1884-
1887. Compared to other similar folklore research works, A.Landes’s work achieves greater merits thanks
to his scientific methodology, bigger number of tales covering a large field,and above all because it was
compiled since very early time. It is a pity that so far his works are still left unnoticed in the storage of
rare books in several great libraries in the world. Consequently, those who are interested do not have
many opportunities to read them, while a large part of readers do not even know its existence. The au-
thor suggests that the original texts of A. Landes’s works be reissued and translated into Vietnamese.
This is quite late, but better late than never.



