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Thu Thira hién nay 1a huyén thudc tinh Long An, c6 dién tich 29.901 ha,
dan s6 86.500 ngudi (2004),” nim & phia tay béc thi xd Tan An, la ving dém
gitta thi x4 va mién Ha véi mién Thugng Long An (tic ving Pong Thap Muoi).
Di kém vé6i vi tri quan trong d6, Tha Thira tiép gidp vé6i quoc 16 1, nam gitta hai
con sdng Vam Co6 Pong va Vam Co Tay, c6 tuyén giao thong duong thiay huyét
mach Sai Gon - mién T4y di qua: kinh Thd Thira. Chinh vi thé& c6 mot khong
hai d6 khién Thi Thita c6 vai tro dic biét va la noi ghi dau timg budc phat trién
clia cd dong bing sdéng Clu Long.
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Sd do trung tam khang chi€n Déng Thap Mudi
(Tu lieu clia Nguyé&n Hiu Higu)

1. Thoi vang son

Sach Dai Nam nhdt théng chi chép: “Nam Canh Tudt (1790) ddp svia quan 16
phia hitu, khéi ti ciia Ton Thudn [cha thanh Gia Pinh] ré qua chua Kim Chuong,
qua phd Sai Gon [nay la Chg Lén] dén cdu Binh An, qua go chua Pong Tuyén [Go
Den, huyén Bén Lic, tinh Long An] dén bén do Thi. Poan séng Ciiu An [Vam Co

* Phéan vién Nghién ctu Van héa-Théng tin tai Thanh phé H6 Chi Minh.
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bongl, qua séng Hung Hoa
[Vam Co6 Tay] trdi go Trén
Dinh [thi trdn Tan Hiép,
huyén Chau Thanh, tinh Tién
Giang]..”®, Nhu vay, vam Tha
Poan (ma sau d6 1a Thu Thua)
nim trén dudng Thién 1y tir
khu vuc td ngan song Tién dén
thanh Gia Pinh.

Vam Thu Poan la cua
kinh Tra (Ta) Ca, d&én dau thé : x :
ky XIX dugc Trinh Hoai Dic Ban thd 6ng Mai Ty Thuia
miéu ta: “nudc chdy quanh
queo, cGy c6i hai bén bo vdt ngang trén mdt song”,® giao thong bat tién. Do
d6, nam 1829 Téng tran Gia Pinh thanh Lé Vin Duyét cho dao theo ngoi ci,
ndi thong véi song Vam Co Pong, dai 1.220 trugng (tuong duong 5km, cong véi
khoang 5km cta vam Thi Poan c6 sdn 1a 10km chiéu dai), rong 9 trugng (tuong
duong 30m), sau 1 trugng (tuong duong 3,3m). Vua thay kinh chay thong, bén
dat tén 1a Loi T€.®

Vi kinh Tht Poan néi song Vam Cé Pong véi song Vam Co6 Tay nén khodng
gitta c6 chd giap nudc,® ghe thuong ho tu tap lau ngay thanh noi sAm uat. Diéu
dac biét hon nita 1a chd giap nuéc nay lai la nga tu gitta kinh Thi DPoan véi
kinh Bo Bo va rach Cay Gdo. Ong Mai Tu Thita von 1a luu dan tit mién Trung
dén 1ap nghiép, béen dung mot ngoi cho tai day.

Do c6 cong lap lang Binh Thanh va ngoi chg nén 6ng Mai Tu Thiuia duoc
cti 1am Thi ngu,® ding dau tram thu thué dudng song, goi 1a 6ng Thi Thira. Do
dé6, ngdi chg dugc 14y tén chg Thia Thira, con kinh Thii Poan dan dan dugc ngudi
dan goi 12 kinh Tht Thira dé ghi nhé cong lao ctia ngudi khai co 1ap nghiép cho
manh dat nay.

N#m 1833, Lé Van Khoi néi day chiém thanh Phién An, 6ng dugc triéu tap
vé dé trg gitp chong lai triéu dinh. Sau d6, triéu dinh ha dugc thanh Phién An
va Mai Tu Thita mat tich trong dam loan quan.

Vi viéc nay ma triéu dinh ghép Mai Tu Thiia vao tdi phan nghich, tich
bién gia sdn. Vg con phdi bi tu day, sau d6 dugc an x4, vé sdng tai chg Cai
Tai (nay thugc xa Qué My Thanh, huyén Tan Truy, tinh Long An). Lang Binh
Thanh do Mai Ty Thita sdng 1ap bi d6i thanh lang Vinh Phong va dinh lang
bi phéa bé.

Néam 1886, dinh Vinh Phong (trude d6 la dinh Binh Thanh) dugce tai lap,
tho bai vi Tién hién Mai Tu Thiia, chi thi. Ké tir d6, hang nam dén ngay 10/10
am lich, 1& gi6 6ng dugc t6 chic long trong tai dinh nay dé ghi nhé ngay ong
1én duong thuc hién chuyén di dinh ménh nim xua.

Cung v6i kinh Ba Beéo va séong Bén Liic, kinh Tha Thita ndm trén tuyén
giao thong duong thiy huyét mach tit mién Tién Giang, Hau Giang 1én Sai Gon.
Ghe xudng tir Tién Giang theo kinh Ba Béo dén song Vam C6 Tay, sau d6 theo
kinh Tha Thita d&n séong Vam Cé Pong roéi theo song Bén Liic (ciing goi 1a song
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Chg Pém) dén song Rach Cat, nhap vao rach Bén Nghé. Bai Ve duong séng luc
tinh c6 miéu td hanh trinh duong thay ti Sai Gon xuéng Thia Thita nhu sau:
Ké tw Lo Gém di ra,
Kia la Doi Léo, no la Dong Tranh.
Anh em con mdt cho lanh,
Thédy no thi néi khiic quanh kia la.
Thuyén ra viia khéi Céy Da,
Thuyén x6 banh ldi bdt qua rach Lao.
Hai bén nha & lao xao,
Di ra Rach Cdt nudc trao chin ghé.
Hai bén ban moc sum sué,
Nuéc Len™ vam &y dua ké nga tu.
Cho Bém qudn & kheo khu,
Nga ba Ong Gam thdy bo hep song.
Ba Cum nudc chdy doéi dong,
Kia vam Rach Rit, no déng Cay Trém.
Bén Luc ta hay trinh don,®
Thdng léen Giang Cu b6 buém qua kinh.
Hiu hiu gié thudn buém thinh,
Thi Thua cho no nhon tinh yéu thuong..®

Bai vé nay ra doi kha sém, khi tram thué Lat Giang é vam song Bén Liic
van con (tram nay dit vao nam Minh Mang tha 17, dén thoi Tu Duc thi bai
b6) va Cho Pém chua phat trién buén ban nhon nhip (van con “kheo khu”, tic
vang vé, hiu quanh). Vay ma khi d6 cho Tha Thita da phat trién thanh noi do
hoi “nhon tinh yéu thuong”, @i biét hoat dong budn ban & day phat trién sé6m
dén muc nao.

Tha Thita vi thé ngay cang tré nén sam uat, dan cu dong dic & doc theo
hai bo kinh nén cling goi la rach Giang Cd (nghia la nuong theo song/rach).
Chinh diéu kién thuan lgi nay da thu hat luc lugng ngudi Hoa vé day sinh song
va hoat dong mua ban. Pén nhiing ndm 1940, nguvi Hoa tai Thi Thita ¢6 dén
gan 60 ho véi khodng 400 nguoi. Mot thi trAn nhé ma s6 lugng ngudi Hoa dong
nhu thé da biét hoat dong mua ban & day cé stc thu hiat dén mde nao. Va gan
lién v6i cong dong ngudi Hoa, miéu Ba Thién Hau ¢ Tha Thia duge dung 1én
tif ndm 1880, nim trén bd kinh Tha Thira, sat chg Thi Thita, dén nay van con.

Nhu vay, ti day vung dat Tha Thira chinh 1a giao diém giita hai tuyén giao
thong dudng thiy va dudng bo quan trong s6 mot tit mién T4y 1én Sai Gon.

Do uu thé€ cua giao thong dudng thiy ma dén khi thuc dan Phap chiém ba
tinh mién Tay, giao thong duong bd van rat kém phat trién. De Bascher (tinh
truéng Chg Lén) nhan xét: “Xem dia dé tinh Cho Lén, ta con thdy nhiéu con 1o
dé la duong chién lugc néi cdc don trai véi nhau. Mot s6 con duong ddp lén budi
dau dy dung lam duong giao théng dia phuong. Mot sé khdc it quan trong hon
dan dan chi con la nhiing con duong mon.”'® D& phuc vu muc tiéu quan su va
chiém déng, thuc dan bat dau cho xay dung tuyén dudng bdo Sai Gon - My Tho
vao nam 1866, mat duong rai d4 xanh nhung rat hep, chi vira da cho hai xe tranh
nhau. Pén ndm 1885, khanh thanh tuyén dudng sit Sai Gon - My Tho nhung van
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khong canh tranh néi
v6i duong thuy nén da
duge sang nhugng dén
3 14n va cudi cung chinh
thdc ngung hoat dong
vao nam 1958.41V

Bu6c sang dau thé
ky XX, thuc dan Phap
cho nao vét va dao nhiéu
kinh rach dé théng
thuong tir mién Tay 1én
Sai Gon ma kinh Thu
Thua la tuyén dudng Migu Ba Thién Hau
thdy thuin tién nhat. ,
12 Chinh vi vAy ma trén kinh Tha Thita ghe thuyén cang thém tap nap: “O
kinh Thu Thia méi ngay cé khodng 1.000 chuyén ghe chai ché lia di qua.”®
Nguyén Vian Tran trong hoi ky Cho Pém qué téi miéu ta:

“Ban dém.

Md@ly cdi cho 6 ven séng. Ghe ddu. Ruc ré dnh sdng den - den léong, den
chai - lam cho khiic song Cho Pém, Thiu Thua nhu ddi Ngdn ha. Sao giang.”*

Do dé, Tha Thita cang tré thanh noi thi tt sam uit, dan cu x6m lang tru mat:

Cho déng dén s6 mdt tru,
Cai Tai, Qudn Tdp, Taém Vu, Thi Thia.">

Dic biét, hai bén bo kinh Tha Thita moc 1én nhiéu trai cua, xuéng déng
thuyén, phia b bic kinh hinh thanh x6m Nha Dai, 1a noi tdp trung nhiéu
nha hao phu, phong luu.

Phia b6 nam kinh Thd Thiura 1a chg Thi Thiua va bén canh (x4 Nhi
Thanh) 1a “kinh d6” ctia nghé rén, cung cdp noéng cu cho cong cudc khan
hoang Pong Thap Muoi.

Dic biét, véi vai tro 1a tram trung chuyén hang héa tit mién Tay 1én Sai
Gon, nhiéu vua hang moc 1én tai day nhu vua gao, vua dém, vua bot mi, vua
cd.. va nhiéu tiém chap-
pho (tap héa cua nguoi
Hoa) cung c4p nhing
mit hang thiét yéu cho
cac ghe buon.

bén nhitng ndm trude
1945, Nguyén Hién Lé
di du khdo Pong Thap
Muoi va da ghi nhén:
“Qudn Thu Thua khd to
l6n, c6 du nha thuong,
sd buu dién, nha viéc
va c¢6 ddc diém la ghe
xubng qua lai suét déem,
dia thé quan trong hon

Chg Thl Thua
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dia thé chdu thanh Téan An. Cé lan nguoi ta da tinh doi chdu thanh Téan An
vé Thi Thia va lam théem mét quing duong xe lita noi hai noi dé véi nhau.”®
DPic biét, cdnh ghe xudng tap nap trén kinh Thi Thira da gieo vao long 6ng mot
an tugng khé phai: “Héi lam viéc tai Thu Thia, téi nhitng gio doi con nudc,
toi thuong ra bo rach ngdm cdnh ghe xuéng cung nho sao, di vé hai ngd, chiéc
trude chiéc sau, chiéc lén chiéc nhé, ddy mdt rach trén mét khodng dai. Cing
vui nhu ngdm cdc chuyén xe xudi nguoc & ga Hang Cé [Ha Noi] vdy. Nhdt la
nhiing budi chiéu ruc ré, dnh hong cia mdt troi chiéu vao nhiing chiéc buom
vang hodc trdang, ngon gié hdy hdy phdt phdt chiéc do cia cdc co6 cheo ghe, cdnh
cuc linh déng..”"

i
Ngatu kinh Thi Thira

Chinh cudc séng thuong hé bénh bong tréi néi dé6 khién Tha Thia cé diéu
ho Tra Cd nghe dat diu man mac nhu dong nuéc chay:
- O hé... Nhé nude dau long con qudc khéc nao nao...
Khéi tinh chung mang ndng noi long dau...
- bén bita com qua dom ba chén, dia hai doi
Do dn du vat, huong thdp mot cay, dén chong mét ngon
Vong bdi linh hén em cé vui choi noi didt Kinh Chdu hdi ngoai hay Bién
Hb lai ldng, vé day tho lanh gidy tién vang bac ddng vé noi qué kiéng sdm vang
deo choi!"®
Hién nay, tai thi trdn Tha Thita van cdon ngoi chg Tha Thira (lap tir nam
1929) réu phong va nhiéu hiéu buén ¢6 kinh nhu Thuan Lgi, Kim Anh.., 1a dau
tich cta giai doan phat trién thuong mai manh mé 6 day.
2. Mat vi thé
Dén nhiing nam 1955, 1956, quéc 16 4 (nay 1a quoc 16 1A) duge dai tu, 1am
lai hau hét céc cau va mét duong. Tuy mit duong khong rong hon thoi thudce dia
bao nhiéu nhung luu thong kha thong suét. Pén nam 1965, khi quan doi My da
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thuc su tham chién ¢ mién Nam, duong quéc 1§ 4 duge dai tu 1an thd hai nho
nguodn vién trg 16n, mit duong dugec mé rong hon va rai nhua tot, nhiéu cau 1én
dugc xay dung kién c6 hon." Quéc 16 4 khong 1am theo duong Thién ly xua ma
cach thi tran Tha Thira dén 4km nén Tha Thira dan dan mat di vi thé. Cung lic
do6, nhiéu loai xe co gidi ciing dugc nhap khiu sang Viét Nam khién giao thong
dudng bo phat trién nhanh chéng. Diéu nay ciing 1am cho giao thong dudng
thiy bi suy thoai va Thi Thita nhanh chéng mat vi thé ctta ngd quan trong ctia
minh. Tuy vay, dan sé ¢ day van con kha dong. Theo s6 liéu thong ké cia HES
(vao thang 12/1970) cong bo trén ban doé tinh Long An do Nha Pia du Quéc gia
an hanh nam 1971 thi dan s6 quan Tha Thita kha cao (60.745 nguoi), chi thap
hon quan Can Giudc va Binh Phué6c (nay 1a huyén Chau Thanh) 1a noi duge luu
dan khai ph4 ti rdt sém do & gin cilia song.

Sau ndm 1975, quéc 16 1A tiép tuc duge tu bé nhiéu 14n trong khi nhiéu
dap thuy loi duge x4y dung da lam can trd giao thong dudng thiay nhu dap
Rach Chanh trén kinh Nguyén Vin Tiép, dap Bic Pong trén kinh Bic Pong
va hang loat con dap khdac moc 1én tai cac vam rach nhé. Do d6, giao thong
dudng thiy qua Tha Thira bi tri tré hin xuéng trong khi giao thong dudng
b6 qua Thi Thita khong phét trién bao nhiéu vi khong ndm trén tuyén giao
théng duong bé chu luc.

Dén cudi the ky XX, cong cude khai khan Pong Thap Muoi di vao giai doan
hoan thanh va cd nuéc bt diu co gidi héa nén nhu cau néng cu thi cong truyén
thong di xudng va nghé rén ¢ Tha Thira cling mai mot dan. Tha Thira tir vi thé
sam uat, trén bén dudi thuyén tré thanh mot huyén vung sau, trai duong giao
thong va hoat dong mua ban ngay cang xudng doc. Hinh dnh Thd Thia ghe
xuong tap nap, chg bia nhon nhip, tiéng baa 16 rén vang doi khong con nita.

3. Nhirng hy vong méi

Theo du 4n phét trién cong trinh giao thong dong biang séong Ciu Long
dén niam 2010 ctia Bo Giao thong Van tai thi ngoai duong bo ra, sé thanh lap 4
tuyén dudng thiy chi yéu, trong dé c6 tuyén Thanh phs H6 Chi Minh - Ha Tién
qua Dong Thap Muoi.?” Theo ké& hoach d6 thi kinh Ba Beo dang dugc nao vét va
dap Rach Chanh sé bi ph4 bé dé tau 16n cé thé luu thong. Riéng ¢ Thanh pho
H6 Chi Minh, tif nam 2003, khi k& hoach mé dai 16 Pong - Tay Sai Gon dudgc
xtc tién thi doc theo né 1a tuyén kinh Bén Nghé va Tau Hu ciing duge nao vét
dé tré thanh “dai 16 Pong - Tay” thi hai. Pong thoi tai nga ba song Chg Pém
- Rach Cat (phuong 16, quan 8) ciing khdi cong xay dung cang song Pha DPinh
v6i quy md 16n nhat thanh phé. Theo du 4n, day sé 1a noi trung chuyén nguyén
vat lieu va hang héa gitta thanh pho va mién T4y bang duong thiy. Nhu vay,
dudng giao thong thiy qua kinh Tha Thira chic chin sé phat trién tré lai va hy
vong Thu Thira sé 14y lai vi thé ctta ngd quan trong cia minh.

Cung lac d6, tuyén dudng cao toc tir Chg Pém (huyén Binh Chanh, TPHCM)
di Trung Luong (TP M§ Tho, tinh Tién Giang) khéi cong tir thang 12/2004, chay
ngang thi tran Tha Thia cling thém tia hy vong méi cho thi tran nay. Pong thoi,
ciu bé tong bac qua kinh Tha Thia tai bén Vam Thu ciing da dugc khéi cong tiu
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thang 6/2008 dé thay thé cau treo von ci ky va nho hep. Chiéc cau nay sé két noi
khu vuc phia bic huyén Thi Thira vé6i thi tran va khu vuc phla nam cta huyén.

Toém lai, dat Thu Thia da qua nhiéu buéc thang tram gan lién véi tung
budc phat trlen cia dong bang song Cuu Long. Va hién tai, ving dat nay co
nhleu co hoi d€ hoi sinh, trd lai vi thé ban dau: 1a giao diém cua hai tuyén giao
thong duong thiy va du’dng bd quan trong s& 1 tif mién Tay lén Sai Gon.
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TOM TAT
Ving dat Thi Thua nay thudc tinh Long An, ndm & vi tri giao diém giiita hai tuyén giao théng
dudng thly va dudng bd huyét mach néi Sai Gon véi cac tinh déng bang séng Cliu Long. Vi tri dac dia
&y da gitp cho Thi Thua sém trd thanh mot nGi dd hoi mua ban sam uat, tdp nap trén bé&n dudi thuyén.
DPé&n cudi thé ky 20, do nhiing diéu kién thuan Igi vé mat giao thong khong con, Thi Thiia mat dan vi
thé phat trién kinh t&, trd thanh mot huyén viing sau cdia tinh Long An. Theo du &n phat trién cong trinh
giao thong déng bang séng Cliu Long dén nam 2010, vung dat Tha Thiia ¢6 nhiéu cg hdi héi sinh, trd
lai vi thé ban dau, la giao diém cla hai tuyé&n giao thong dudng thlly va dudng bd quan trong s& mot
néi mién Tay Nam B6 véi Thanh phd H6 Chi Minh.
ABSTRACT
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THU THUA REGION, IN THE PAST AND PRESENT TIME

Tha Thua, now part of Long An, was located at the intersection of the most important traffic routes
by road and by river which link Saigon to the provinces in the Mekong Delta. Such a favourable location
helped turn Saigon into a bustling and hustling center of commerce and entertainment. Towards the
20™ century, since it lost the above advantageous position in the local traffic system, Th Thua could
not retain its economic development and became a mere remote district. According to the plan for the
development of the traffic system in the Mekong Delta until 2010, Th Thuia has a lot of chance to be
revived, regaining its original position as the intersection of the two most important traffic routes by road
and by river which link the Western South to H6 Chi Minh City.



