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cO VAT VIET NAM
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TIM HIEU CO VAT PONG BANG CUU LONG (Tiép theo)

Pham Hy Tung Bach*
LTS: Nén vin héa Oc Eo gan lién véi lich sii phat trién ving dong bing chau thé
ha luu séng Mékéng vao nhiing thé ky dau Céng nguyén. Nhiing di tich cta nén
vin héa nay dugc biét dén tir sau cuéc khai quat ciia nha khao ¢ hoc ngudi Phap
L. Malleret vao nam 1944 tai canh déng Oc Eo (xa Vong Thé, huyén Thoai San, tinh
An Giang). T d6 dén nay, nén vén héa Oc Eo va vudng quéc Phu Nam dugc nhiéu
hoc gia trong lan ngoai nuéc quan tdm nghién cuu, tuy vy van cén nhiéu van dé
tranh cai, nhiéu luan diém trai chiéu chua nga ngii. D€ gép thém mat cach nhin,
ti s6 2 (67). 2008, tap chi Nghién cuu va Phat trién khéi ding loat bai cla tac gia
Pham Hy Tung Béach, dudi tiéu dé chung “Tim hiéu cé vat dong bidng Cuu Long”.

PHAN I: GOM CO OC EO - VAI VAN PE CAN NHIN LAI
Bai 3: VE LOAI HINH “AM CO VOI”

Nhin chung, cac cudc khai quat & dong bang Citiu Long da thu thap dugc
rat nhiéu do6 gom va dién mao ctia ching da dugc cac nha khao c¢6 hoc trong
va ngoai nudc chi ra nhu sau (xin trich dan 4 y kién phat biéu theo thi tu
trudce sau):

. Nhiing diém gén glii gitta gom Oc Eo vé6i gdm Pong Nam A khong
hé xé6a d1 ban sac rleng ctia d6 gom Oc Eo... xét vé téng thé thi gom Oc Eo
la mot phUC hgp gom riéng biét, c6 tinh dia phu’dng ro rét. So sanh gom Oc
Eo vdi gobm Pong Nam A qua céc tai lieu khéo ¢ ‘hoc da cong b6 ciing nhu
qua cac suu tap gom trong mot s6 bdo tang chau Au ma toi c6 dip tru’c tiép
khao sdt, toi thay rang gom Oc Eo khong giong bat ky phiic hdp gbébm nao §
Bong Nam A. Pac diém ndi bat cta gom Oc Eo la su phd bién cua nhiing d6
gdm c6 c6 va miéng hep, nhiing chiéc dm cé voi (xin nhan manh - PHTB)
va hoa van khéc vach bing bit nhiéu réng.”®

- “..N6i bat nhat trong thoi ki vin héa Oc Eo 1a viéc xudt hién mot s
loai hinh d6 dung lam bing dat sét gan loc ky, nung ¢ nhiét do cao (c6 thé
nung trong 160?) gdom binh, binh c6 voi, lo dung huong liéu, ly c¢6 chan... trong
d6, binh c6 voi (nhdn manh - PHTB) nhu la mot biéu tugng déc trung duogc
phat hién gan nhu déu khép trong céc di tich Oc Eo tir khodng thé ky thid I
dén thé ky thi VIII sau cong nguyén..”®

- “.. Hinh vat gobm mdi thuc su tao nén dic trung riéng cia gom Phu
Nam. Nguoi ta da 1am di cac d6 dung ddp Gng nhu cau doi song hang ngay
nhu dm cé voi cao, dd tran nude ra ngoai. Pau voi gdn mot vanh dia nhs,
det, 1am kiéu cach cho dep, hay dé phai r6t ma khong thé ngadm vao miéng
dé tu ma nhiéu téc gid goi 1a “voi c6 nhdn”.. Do tat ca cac dic diém d6, gdbm

* Thanh ph& H6 Chi Minh.
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Phiu Nam khéc hédn gdm cac ving xung quanh, mit khac cac ving xung quanh
con chua c6, con xa méi t6i gan duge trinh do san xuat gom nhu Phit Nam.”®

- S4ch ctia mot tac gid nudc ngoai viet bing Anh ngit c6 doan “...Céc
vat dung gém bao gom lo (binh) nip vung, chan den va dm cé voi. Nhiing
4m nay tim thdy ¢ nhiéu di chi Oc Eo, nién dai tir thé ky I dén thé ky VIII.
Vi du ¢6 10 4m kich ¢& khac nhau véi chiéu cao tit 16,2cm dén 27cm dugc
tim thay trong tinh trang gan nhu nguyén ven. Cac kiéu voi da dang ciing
dugc ghi nhan. Su da dang vé kich thuéc va hinh dang cho phép suy dién
da tung c6 nhu cau 16n d6i véi cac vat dung nay ciing nhu su da dang 1a dé
thich nghi véi nhiéu nhu cau khong giong nhau..”®

Pham d6 dung dugc goi 1a dm thi déu c6 voi. Nhung cdc nha nghién
ctu cht ¥ ghi “6m c6 voi” c¢6 18 nhic nhé moi ngudi tap trung su chd y vao
kiéu dang céc loai voi cta loai hinh gém c6 nay. Do d6 ngudi viét xin trinh
bay y kién riéng duéi day.

1. Nhitng hién vat tiéu biéu

a. Cac kiéu dang va hoa vin

Anh 1 (a,b,c) duéi day 1a 3 chiéc 4m (ngudi ban néi 1a ho mua dugc &
Tién Giang, An Giang) véi 3 loai voi kiéu dang khac nhau chit khong phai
chi ¢6 2 loai nhu mot s6 tai liéu da noi.

b’

Anh 1 (a,b,c): Ba loai &m vdi ba kiéu voi khac nhau.

- Hién vt la: Ao gdm mau tring vang, 4m c6 vai, than voi dai, dau
voi hoi cong xudng, dung tich khoang 4 lit, ddy 4m c6 chan dé, tiét dién day
nhé hon vanh miéng 4m, nién dai c6 18 khoang thé ky VI-VII. Loai voi dai
va cong nay kha phd bién.

- Hién vdt 1b: Ao g6m mau dé hong, “voi c6 nhdn” gan dau miéng rot,
than voi vuon thang, tron 4m 18i chém cau. O phan chan voi gin vé6i than
am c6 3 tang hoa vin bao quanh. Tang trén va du6i cach nhau hon 2cm la
vach kh&c tao béi “but 3 rang”. Tang hoa vén giffa cling vé6i “but 3 rang” vach
khéc tao nén séng hinh sin. Tl ngang lung 4m xuéng gan phan ddy la nhiing
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hoa vin vach khic tao bang but nhiéu rang chai xién. Nién dai hién vat uéc
khodng thé& ky VI tré vé truée. Am “voi c6 nhén” xust hién kh4 phé bién.

Hién vt Ic: Ao gom mau d6 nhat, ddy 16i chém cAu, mot bén than &m,
gan day c6 mau 40 gom den nhat, dién tich hon nia ban tay. Ngay dudi chan
voi 1a 3 tang hoa van bao quanh than 4m. Tang trén, dudi 1a nhing dudng
tron vach khic tao béi “bit 2 réng” cach nhau gan 2cm. Tang hoa vin giita
ciing “but 2 rang” tao thanh séng hinh sin but phap phéng ting nén dinh
va day séong hoi nhon. Am ¢ dung tich c& 5 lit nhlmg voi nhé va ngan bat
binh thudng. Nién dai hién vat c6 1& s6ém hon so v6i 2 &m trén. Loai voi nho,
ngin nay véi 40 gom mau dé nhat tua nhu 16p phan rat hiém gip.

Xem thém anh 2 1a mot s6 voi dai cong va mot sé “voi c6 nhén”.

Anh 2: Mot s6 voi dai cong va “voi cé nhan’

b. Vai nhdn xét chung

- Néu tham khao cac loai &m c6 voi clia cdc dong gom si khac c6 thé
thay viéc tao dang voi déu bdo ddm yéu t6 tién nghi st dung. Vi du loai Kendi
(thudng goi 1a bdu vi) thi chiéu dai cta bau voi tuong duong véi dudng kinh
phan than hién vat va dudc gan hoi xién chéch so v6i méit ddy nén khi vira
ngung rét thi chat 16ng khong rét vao than 4m. Véi cdc loai 4m (dun, dung
nu6c hay pha tra) phan nhiéu miéng voi dugc udn cong roi cit vat, mit vat
clia miéng voi luén huéng lén trén nén khi rét, dong nuéc dé “vot can cau”
nén co6 tién nghi tuong tu.

- Véi loai &m Oc Eo c6 voi dai thi phan than voi gn nhu thing ding,
dau voi hoi cong xuéng va rat dic biét 1a hau hét miéng voi hoi phinh ra
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chiit it trong tua nhu voi voi, mdt vdt ctia miéng voi hodc gdn vudng géc voi
mdt ddt hodc chii xuéng.

- Hién vat 1b va 1c phan than voi lai cang gdn nhu thang ding, dau voi
khong duge uén cong, miéng voi cit thing ngang, khong vat nén khi ngung
ré6t chic chin chat 16ng roi r6t vao than am.

Nhu vay vé loai 4m 1b “voi c6 nhdn”, c6 thé khang dinh véi dung tich
4-5 1it nuée thi ngudi khée méi c6 thé bung 1én cao, ngudi gia, con tré thao
tac rat kho khan, nhung du c6 thé nang lén dé ngtia ¢6 ma... tu thi chic chin
nudc tif miéng 4m sé trao lén dau 1én mat. N6i chung cd 3 loai 4m cé voi nay
chua chdc da cé ndp, ma néu cé di nita thi cang nguy hiém néu st dung nhu
trén. Vi thé qua két ludn vira néu sé thdy y kién ctia Gido su Luong Ninh
cho ring loai 4m véi “voi c¢6 nhdn” 1a do dugc “.. lam kiéu cdch cho dep..” 1a
hitu ly. Con néu ai d6 cho ring tao “voi c6 nhdn” vi muc dich “.. dé phdi rét,
khéng thé ngam miéng ma tu..” (do bi vanh nhan chin miéng) 1a khong dung.

T6m lai 3 loai voi ctia hién vat néi trén duge tao dang nhu vay cé 1é do
cha ¥y nao dé cia nghé nhan.

2. Vé hai chiéc 4m la

M

Anh 3 (a, b): Hai chiéc &m dudc tao dang va hoa van khic vach khac la
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Anh 3 (a,b) 1a 2 4m c¢6 voi chua th4y tai liéu nao néi t6i (ngudi ban ra
cho biét ho mua duge 6 Séc Triang). Xin md ta nhu sau.

a. Tao dang

- Am 3a c6 vai, chan dé thap, tiét dién d& nhé hon so v6i tiét dién vanh
miéng, dau voi “c6 nhén” than voi ph1nh to dan, qua c¢& gin trén vai &m, go
noi chay quanh vai va chan A&m. Ao gdm mau d6 nhat, hoi vang. Dung tich
am khoang 4 1it, nién dai c6 1& thé ky VII.

_ Am 3b than hinh khéi cau, chan dé va c6 thap. R4t ddc biét la voi
dai cong nhung thén voi gan gudc duoc gdn ngay trén chdn dé dm. Cang
gan miéng voi thi su “nd nang” cang thdy ré tréng tua nhu ddu voi voi va
mdt cdt miéng voi vuéng goéc véi vanh miéng va ddy dm. Pinh voi c¢6 y cao
hon miéng dm, do gém mau dé cam hoi béng va dé day khdc thuong nhung
khong phdi do trang men. Nién dai khoang trudec thé ky V.

b. Hoa van

- Vanh miéng 4m 3a rong ban 2,5cm, phia trong c6 go néi cao 0,5cm,
day 0,5cm. Trén vanh dugc khic hai dudng tron dong tAm, cach nhau hon
lcm tao thanh khodng trong & gitia. Trén khodng trong 4y 1a vach khic “chit
chi”. Phan trén clia vai &m la nhitng hoa vén lugn séng tao thanh nhiing con
mdt cé nhdn cdu. Pém duge 7 con méit cid thdy. Ngay phia dudi g& ndi cua
vai 4m ciing 14 hoa van khéc vach tao thanh hinh chim dang bay néi duéi
nhau, nguge chiéu kim déng hd. Pém dugc 9 con chim. Duéi hang chim lai
14 vach khéc chay quanh than 4m.

Anh 4: Vanh miéng &m la da giac 9 canh, dau voi khic hoa con mét thii ba clia than Shiva

- 0 ngang than 4m 3b ¢6 2 tAng hoa vin duge “quy hoach” can d6i béi
3 dudng vach khéc, mdi dudng cach nhau 3cm, tao thanh 2 khodng trong.
Gitia khodng trong trén c6 vach khic tao béi “but 2 rang” ké bing tay cho
ra dudng séng hinh sin nhon dau véi 9 budc séng. Gitta khodng trong dudi
14 7 hoa van hinh chit S nam ngang cach déu nhau tao béi “buit 1 rang”. Anh
4 cho thay vanh miéng la da gidc 9 canh, trén dau voi la nét vach khic 2
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hinh thoi to, nhé dong dang ndm chong 1én nhau va hinh tugng nay thuong
thdy khic hoa trén tran cac tugng than Shiva tuong trung cho con mdt thi
ba cua ngai.

c. Nhan xét chung

Hindu gido von coi con mét thd ba cia than Shiva biéu thi quyén luc
tiéu diét siic manh cta su 4c doc. Mit khéc, biéu tuong chinh ciia than Shiva
1a Linga tic hinh tugng duong vat cho nén c6 thé két luan: voi clia chiéc 4m
3b chinh 1a ngdu tuwong Linga do hinh thé ctia né dugc nghé nhan c¢6 y cho
“moc ra” tif chAn 4m, than voi cuong cing vuon dai nén dau voi nhinh hon
h&n nh&m ta thuc trang thai cia quy dau roi dén ca con mat thi ba ctia than
Shiva 1a diém nhan cia viéc tao tdc nén hinh tuong. Tu day c6 thé dua ra
cac nhan dinh nia la:

- C4c voi dai, cong ¢ 4nh 1a, 4nh 2 ciing la nhiing ngdu tuong Linga
nhung ching dugc tao dang don gian hon béi nghé nhan chi ¢6 y thé hién
hai chi tiét: ddu voi hoi 16n hon chit it so véi than va miéng voi duge cit
nhu da néi ¢ phan 1b.

- “Voi ¢6 nhén” cia 4m 3a ciing 1a ngdu tuong Linga do than 4m cing
dugc trang tri (nhiing) con mdt ¢ chan voi béi 18 ngay dau voi da bi vuéng
“nhan”. Va néu cong nhan loai vdi nay dung la ngdu tuong Linga ta c6 thé
suy doan: phan diu voi &m thun nhé, lai thém “nhan” (deo) dé “lam kiéu
cdch cho dep..” (Luong Ninh, sdd) chinh 14 nghé nhan dung y thé hién da
quy dau cta duong vat ¢ trang thai binh thudng. Néu doc tai liéu gidi phiu
sinh 1y c6 thé nhan ra hinh vé bo phan sinh duc nam ma céc nha khoa hoc
thuc hién ciing c6 “.. mét vanh dia nhé, det..” nhu kiéu voi 4m nay ma thoi.
Nhung voi 4&m 3a véi than voi phinh to qué ¢d phdi ching nghé nhan dung
¥ biéu thi tiém ning cuong khi ctia chi dé& minh thuc hién?

- Néu hai noi dung trén 1a hitu ly thi voi ctia chiéc 4&m 1c (rdt hiém
gip) ciing 1a ngdu tuong Linga. Nghé nhan xua c¢6 ¥ 1am voi &m nhé, ngén
bat binh thudng, rat mat can déi hin 14 muén biéu thi duong vat tré nhd
nhung lai dugc gan trén 4m véi dung tich 16n, chic 1a véi y d6 thé hién sinh
luc doi dao 4n chida bén trong? )

Tir nhiing quan sat ké trén c6 thé dua ra nhan dinh téng quat: Am (thi
ludén) c6 voi va tat nhién 1a loai hinh vat dung dé dung nuéc phuc vu sinh
hoat thudng ngay. Cu dan nong nghiép dong bing Ciiu Long xua thuc hanh
tin nguong phoén thuc nén da ché tac ra loai 4m dung nuéc (vat dung thiét
thuc cho cudc séng) cé voi la ngdu tuong Linga. Pay c6 1& 1a nhu cau duy
nh4t lién quan dén van dé tin nguéng, cho nén su da dang cta loai hinh 4m
c6 voi 1a minh ching vé su thing hoa nghé thuat tao ddng do cu dan ban
dia thoi bay gio chit khong phéi “.. dé thich nghi véi nhiéu nhu cdu khong
giéng nhau..” nhu y kién cta hoc gia nude ngoai da trich dan ¢ trén. Ngoai
ra chinh vi phuc vu cho tin ngudng phon thuc, cAu mong su sinh s6i ndy né
vo tan cho nén rdt cé thé nguoi xua khéng lam ndp ddy cho &m, vi néu cb -
xét vé y nghia biéu tugng - vo hinh trung 1a su giéi han uéc nguyén néi trén.
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3. Vian héa An DP$ - Vian héa Pong Son

Xin nhic lai, 5 chiéc 4m c6 voi vita khéo sat (1a, 1b, 1c, 3a, 3b) la nhiing
sdn phdm dac trung cia van héa gom Oc Eo va phan trén da ching minh
voi clia ching 1a nhiing ngdu tuong Linga do cu dan déng bing Ctu Long
lam ra d€ phuc vu cho ¢in nguong phon thuc. Ngudi ta da ching minh dugc
rang ti xa xua tin ngudng nay khong chi xuat hién & An D6 ma con & khép
DPong Nam A, trong d6 c6 Van Lang- -Au Lac qua nhiing c¢6 vat dong, dat nung
hay gom Pong Son. Nhu vay riéng cac hién vat la, 1b, lc, thi tinh ban dia
- dong bing Ctiu Long - cha ching 1a diéu khong thé chéi cai. Nhung riéng
hién vat 3a, 3b dd mang dén cho nguvi quan tAm nhiing thong tin bat ngo.

a. Vé con sé “7” va “9”

Trong day s6 tu nhién 1, 2, 3, 4.. 10 thi mdi dan toc trén thé gidi ua
thich nhiing con sé khac nhau tuy theo tin nguéng ctia ho. C6 thé dua ra
may vi du:

- Nguoi Trung Hoa ua nhat con sé 8, bang chiing thoi su 1a gidy, phuit,
gid, ngay, thang, ndm khai mac Olympic Bic Kinh niam 2008.

- Tin d6 Hindu gido ngudi An Po khong coi “7” va “9” 1a nhiing con s6
c6 y nghia biéu tuong truyén thong (sé néi ré trong bai viét ké tiép - PHTB).

- Nguoi Viét c6 lai rat luu tam dén van dé “nam thdt n@ ciu” va quan
niém c6 truyén nay lién quan, tham chi 1a ing dung vao tin ngudng phon
thuc giap cho “an toan” phong the, lam sinh s6i nay ng.®

Tré lai hién vat 3a cé voi 1a ngdu tuong Linga béi kiéu déang ctia né va
trang tri khic vach con méit thd ba cia than Shiva nham nhan manh “chi
dé tu tuéng” voi &m. Nhung s6 lugng mét than lai 1a “77, 80 ) hinh chim 1a “9”
han 12 biéu dat quan niém ké trén cta nguoi Viét co. O chi€c 4m 3b nhu da
néi - dugc chii y tao ddng ddc biét, nhung van bdo dam cip d6i nam ni tuy
c6 khac chat it. Nhin lai hién vat sé thdy dinh voi cuong ciing né to va duoc
khéc vach con mat thd ba cia Shiva 1a biéu tugng duong vat (nam), vanh
miéng 4m 1a da gidc 9 canh (ni), phan trén than 4m 9 budc séng hinh sin
(ni¥), phia duéi hang hoa van 7 chit S nim ngang (nam).

b. Vé hoa vin hinh chim

Cudc khai quat khéo ¢6 hoc ciia L. Malleret truge day tai Oc Eo thu
dugc huy chuong (?) bing vang dic néi hinh hoang d& Antonius, M. Aurelius,
den dong cta xi Ba Tu (Iran) hay guong dong thoi Hau Han v.v... chi minh
ching cho su giao luu kinh t& cia cu dan dong bing Ctu Long xua 1a phon
thinh va rong khép tit Pong sang Tay. Nhung chiéc 4m 3a phat hién & Séc
Trang (?) v6i hinh chim khic hoa trén than da cung cap cho ta mot tu liéu
quy gia. P6 la hinh dang chim va huéng bay cta ching tuong tu nhu trén
miit cic trong dong Pong Son c6 nién dai sém hon, va déc biét lai rdt gidng
v6i hinh chim khéc hoa trén thap dong Pao Thinh hién dugc Bao tang Lich
st Viet Nam & Ha Noi luu git.® DPay 1a ching ct khong thé chéi cai duge
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rang mudn nhat vao thé ky V-VII (theo du dodn niép dai &m 3a, 3b) cu dan
dong bang Cutu Long tuy chiu anh huong van héa An Do nhLIng dong thoi
lai ti€p nhan ca tin nguéng Viét ¢ va van héa Pong Son nén mdi tao ra hai
ky vat mang dam sdc théi cia hai nén vin héa An-Viét.

*

ES *

Sinh thoi, Gido su Pham Huy Thong (1916 1988) co viét: “..0c Eo, mot
do hoi. Khong thé choi tw minh ching dé cia khdo c6 hoc... Oc Eo khong
noi tiéng ddc biét ma con nhu thé. Long ddt tu Qudng Nam-Pa Ndng dén
Tay Ninh va Ca Mdu... khong chlmg con cét gidu chua bidt bao nhiéu Oc Eo
nia.. va nghién ciu van minh va lich st Phu Nam... quan hé dan xen chdng
chéo gitia nhiing nguoi Phu Nam xua véi nguoi Kho Me co, nguoi Cham co,
nguoi Vieét co, nguoi Thdi c6, hdn dén ddt moi nguoi ké thia di sdn chung
1500-2000 ndam trudc @y.."

Khac biét véi cac dong gom khéc ¢ Pong Nam A phuc hop gom Oc Eo”
c6 dac trung riéng 1a “.. su phé bién cia nhwng dob gém c6 cé va mzeng hep,
nhiing chiéc dm cé véz va hoa van khde vach bing but nhiéu rdang..” (Ha Van
Tan, sach da din) va nay
dién mao cuda dic trung
ay lai dugc trang diém ruc
r& hon béi su kién rat c6
y nghia dién ra cich nay
gan 2000 nam: Qua 1a da
c6 moi “.. quan hé dan xen
chdng chéo gita nhing
nguoi Phu Nam xua vdi...
nguoi Viét ¢6..” nén da dé
lai d4u 4n dam nét trén 2
c6 vat troi noi 3a, 3b - &m
c6 voi. P6 1a nhitng bing
ching lich st xdc thuc
nhat, pho bay y nghia ké
trén. Thé nhung mot van
dé khdc dit ra - 16p do : ) ) ‘
mau boi bén ngoai hién Anh 5:Higom c6 co va miéng hep, day I0i chdm cau trén
vat ¢6 mau dé cam khac than c6 bdi mau den xam
la, bong m¢ va kha day la
nguyén liéu ngoal nhap tu An Do, Ba Tu, Roma, Trung Hoa... hay la nguyén
liéu tai chd cta dong bang Ciu Long, noi ¢6 moi truong sinh thai dac biét
tao nén nhiing tham thuc vat dam lay nhiét do’l khéac biét so véi toan vung
Bong Nam A va quy trinh ché& tao mau boi 4y dién ra nhu thé nao?

Xin nhic lai, tir hién vat 3b ndy sinh thém c4u héi néi trén 1a vi, sinh
ra cung thoi véi né c6 khong nhiéu mén dé gdém duge bdi mau 1én 16p 4o bén
ngoai va da phdn trong sé dé 1a nhitng vét mau den xam, nhd nho. Hién
nay vai bao tang ¢ cac tinh phia Nam nhu Bao tang Lich s Viét Nam tai
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TP H6 Chi Minh, Bdo tang Long An, M§ Tho dang luu giit mot s6 manh v&
thuoc loai nay, giong chiéc hii v6i ¢6 va miéng hep 6 4nh 5. Nhiing vét mau
den ¢ lung than hi han 12 dugc quét tir trén xudng vi duéi nét vé c6 dong
“muc” tao cho hién vat mot vé dep riéng.
Thang 872008
PHTB
(Ky sau: Vé mot loai “tién Phu Nam” va ménh gia ctia né)
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TOM TAT

Mot s6 nha khao c8 hoc Viét Nam va mot hoc gla nugc ngoal dua ra nhan dinh: phtc
hop gém Oc Eo c6 nhiéu diém khac biét véi dé gom cac vung khac 6 Dong Nam A. Tiéu biéu
nhat la loai hinh &m du’ng nugc co voi dai cong va voi thang c6 “nhan” & gan dau voi. Tac gia
bai viét chiing minh &m gém c8 Oc Eo c6 3 kiéu dang voi khac nhau va chiing déu la nhiing
ngau tugng L/nga phuc vu cho tin ngudng phén thuc cha cu dan déng bang Cliu Long xua.
Ngoai ra tac gla con dua ra hai chiéc am khac c6 hoa van kh&c vach vira mang d&u &n tin
ngudng dan gian cda ngu’dl Viét c6 lai thém c& nhiing hinh chim dang bay thudng gap trén
nhiing c6 vat b&dng déng clia nén van héa Béng Son. Qua dé dua ra két luan mudn nhat vao
thé ky V-VII cu dan déng bang Cliu Long ciing da ti€p nhan van hoéa Viét.

ABSTRACT
CLAY KETTLE WITH SPOUT OF OC EO CULTURE

Vietnamese archiologists and several foreign scholars assert that the Oc Eo ceramics
are different from those made in other regions in Southeast Asia. The most typical sample
of Oc Eo ceramics just mentioned is the clay kettle with a long, curving or straight spout,
decorated by a “ring” near its end. The author proves that the ancient Oc Eo clay kettles were
made with three different types of spouts and all were the Linga religious symbol in the belief
of fertility of the early Mekong River Delta inhabitants. Besides, he also refers to two other
samples of clay kettles whose designs with lines on its surface bear both the religious imprint
of the ancient Vietnamese society as well as the pattern of flying birds often seen on the
antique bronze articles of the Bong Son Culture. Consequently we can say that at the latest,
the ancient inhabitants of the Mekong River Delta must have assimilated the Vietnamese
culture round 5"- 7" century.



