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GOP PHAN NGHIEN CUU BAN SAC VAN HOA CAO DAI -

SUY NGHI VA PINH HUONG TIEP CAN
Dii Lan Lé Anh Diing’

Vin héa la moét khai niém khong dé dinh nghia

Van héa 1a ti rdt quen thuodc, thudng dugc nghe, duge thay, duge nhic
t6i trong doi séng. Nhung nguoi ta van hay quan niém vin héa rat mo ho,
ho#c rat khac nhau.’? Chang han, nghe néi dén cum tir “van héa doéi truy”
mot s6 nguoi khong dong ¥, vi ho hiéu vian X 1a vé dep, 1a céi chat thién
my, con héa £ 1a bién d6i nén, thanh thi vin héa tu than né da ham ngu
mot ¥ nghia (ciing 12 mot yéu ciu) 1a 1am cho tré thanh tot dep, thién héo.
Vay, pham da 12 van héa thi khong thé di kéem vé6i doi truy; ma da 1a doi
truy thi nhat dinh khong thé goi 1a van héa.

Mot thi du khac, ¢6 nguoi khong tan thanh cach goi “trinh dé van héa”
trong cdc miu ly lich c4 nhan. Theo ho, 18 ra nén ghi 1a trinh d6 hoc van.
Bédi 1& nhiéu 6ng ba chan qué, it hoc, tham chi 12 mu chift, nhung ho séng
v6i con chdu, lang nuéc rat c6 van héa; trai lai mot s tri thice khoa bang,
nhung lai séng thiéu vin héa.

N6i té6m lai, véin héa hoan toan khong dé dinh nghia. Cha trach trong
tdc phdm Culture: a critical review of concepts and definitions (1952), hai
nha nhan ching hoc nguoi My 1a Alfred Louis Kroeber (1876-1960) va Clyde
Kluckhohn (1905-1960) da din ra dén 164 dinh nghia vé vin héa, nhung
hoc gi6i van cit chdng hai long, phan nan ring nhilng dinh nghia hay khai
niém nay vé vin héa déu cé chd bat tic, tic 1a khiém khuyét.?

Cai gi thuoc vé vin héa?

Dinh nghia van héa da kh6 ma xdc dinh pham vi caa lanh vuc van héa
cing chidng dé. Cai gi thuoc vé van héa? Cai gi khong thuoc vé van héa?
Nhiéu ngudi quen gén vin héa véi sach vé, kién thic, hoc vAn. Tuy nhién,
Dic Gido tong Vo vi Pai dao Tam ky Pho do Ly Thai Bach day:

“Pung nén han hep hai tiéng van héa trong khuén kho vdan chuong chit
nghia hay mot s6 moén hoc dao dicc, ma phdi quan niém cho that rong, dung
nghia cia né.”®

Loi day trén cho thiy ring van héa cé pham vi rat rong 16n, bao gom
nhiéu lanh vuc. Do d6, nghién ciu vdan héa doi héi phdi nghién ciu lién
nganh (interdisciplinary research). Néu thé&, nhitng nganh, nhitng lanh vuc
gi s& ndm trong tAm ngim cda ngudi nghién cdu van héa? Cau tra 16i c6 thé

* Thanh ph& H6 Chi Minh.
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sé dugc goi ¥ qua dinh nghia cia nha nhin ching hoc nguti Anh 1a Edward
Burnett Tylor (1832-1917).

Pinh nghia nay dugc Tylor dua ra lan dau tién vao ndm 1871. Ong dung
tir véin héa (culture) dé néi dén “toan b6 mét phiic hop bao gom tri thiic, tin
nguong, nghé thuat, ludt lé, phong tuc va bat ky nhiing khd ndng, tiém ndng
bdm sinh va tdp qudn ma con nguoi xa héi cé duoge.”®

C6 mot nén van héa Cao Pai

American heritage talking dictionary (CD-ROM) dinh nghia van héa
la: “Nhitng kiéu méu, cdc ddc trung va sdn phdm duoc coi la su biéu thi cho
mét thoi ky, tang lép, cong dong hay cu dan cu thé.”™® Do d6, khi da c6 cong
dong ton gido Cao Pai thi c6 mot nén vian héa Cao DPai. Can ci theo dinh
nghia néi trén, néu chia nhé ra, ta con c6 thé néi t6i van héa Cao Pai & ting
thoi ky, tung khu vuc dan cu, v.v... Thi du:

- Xét vé thoi ky, ta c6 thé nghién ciu van héa Cao Dai theo thoi gian,
tic 1a theo lich st hinh thanh va phat trién cia dao Cao Pai. Chang han:
van héa Cao Dai thoi ky khai DPao, thoi ky phat trién, thoi ky phan hoéa,
thoi ky van dong thong nhat, thoi ky sau chién tranh, v.v...

- Xét vé cong déng hay cu dan cu thé, ta c6 thé nghién ctu van héa Cao
Dai theo khong gian, tic 1a theo su phan bé dia 1y clia cdc cong dong tin do
Cao Pai. Ching han: vian héa Cao Pai ¢ khu vuc thanh thi, § khu vuc ndng
thon, ¢ trong nude, ¢ ngoai nude, v.v...

Nghién ciu vin hoéa Cao Dai can chit y néu ré cdi gi?

Pinh huéng nghién ciu van héa Cao Pai, Puc Gidao tong Vo vi Pai dao
Tam ky Phé do Ly Thai Bach day:

“.. phdi noi lén duoc su lién hé giita van héa ddn tdoc véi van hoéa dao
duc; noi lén duoc su lién hé giita ddn toc Viéet Nam va cde ddn toc khdc trén
thé gidi; noi len su lién hé doc ddao gitia dao Cao Pai néi tdt, Pai dao Tam
ky Pho do néi nguyén vdn, véi cdc tén gido khdc trén hoan cdu.” ©

Pinh huéng nay rat quan trong. Ba 1an DPuc Gido tong néi téi su lién
hé (relation). Ta hiéu ring khong thé nghién ciu vin héa Cao Pai nhu mot
doi tuong biét lap (isolated), trdi lai phai rat chd y nghién ctu vén héa Cao
DPai trong nhiéu méi tuong quan khdc nhau. P& dat dugc yéu cAu nay, ngudvi
nghién ciu can phdi 4p dung nhiéu phuong phéap nhu so sdnh (d6i chiéw),
phén tich va téng hop... Ngoai ra, chinh 10i day cta DPic Gido tong nhu dan
trén con goi md cho ta tim cach nhdn dién bdn sdc vdan héa Cao Pai.

RO rang cong viéc nay qua 16n, theo Pic Ly Gido tong, né “doi héi khad
ndng vé nhdn su, trinh do hoc thiic, can bdn dao ly, va phuong tién khong
it... Do dé, nguoi phu trdch muén hinh hién dugc trong muén mét, ngan
mét, tram mot hay chuc mét cia y nghia cao cd Gy, phdi tdp trung rit nhiéu
thi gio, tam tu vao viéc. Chi mot viéc la van héa dy thoi, cing la cd mot vén
dé khé khdn réi ...”™
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Khi chua c6 thé quan xuyén bao quét tat ci theo tAm mic vi mé nhu Dic
Gido tong vach ra thi trong nghién ciu vi moé dé gép phan cho dinh huéng
vi mé néi trén, ngudi nghién cidu van héa Cao Pai can chi ¥ néu rd céi gi?

C6 mot khai niém vin héa da dudce cong dong quoc t& chdp nhan tai Hoi
nghi lién chinh pht vé cdc chinh sach van héa hop ndm 1970 tai Venice, ma
Federico Mayor, Téng Giam doc UNESCO, nhé&c lai nhu sau: “...vdn héa bao
gom tat cd nhiing gi lam cho dén toc nay khdc véi dan toc khdc, tiw nhiing
sdn phdm tinh vi hién dai nhdt cho dén tin ngudng, phong tuc tdp qudn, 16i
séng va lao déng.”®

MaAy chit “lam cho khdc véi...” trong cAu néi Ay tic 12 muén 4m chi dén
bdn sdc cia tung nén vin héa. Do dé, khi nghién ctu van héa Cao DPai, néu
chua c6 thé bao quat toan bd mot cach c6 hé thong, du chi méi tam ban dén
mot géc canh nao d6, thi ciing nhat thiét phai chi ra, phai xdc dinh xem cai
gi 1a bdn sdc van héa Cao Dai.

Buéc dau nghi vé ban sdc vin héa Cao Dai

Ban sic 1a gi? Khoang nidm 1931 Pao Duy Anh dinh nghia ban sic la
chan tuéng.® Pén nam 1999 Tran Vian Chanh dinh nghia ban sic 1a mau
sic nguyén.'® Phai rat mudn, dudng nhu dén gan cudi thé ky 20, nguoi Viét
Nam méi dung tir identité (Phap), identity (Anh) dé dich tir ban séc.

Nguoi phuong Tay hiéu ban sic (identité, identity) tidc 1a tap hop mot
loat cdc dic trung ma nho d6 mot su vat c6 thé duge nhan dién, nhan biét
mot cach ro rang, chinh xdc.'” Nhu vay suy ra, muén nhan dién ding chan
tuéng cai gi, phai biét dugc ban sic cta né.

Cén cd theo goc tu Han, bdn sdc la cdi mau sdc nguyén thiy, ban dédu.
Hay tam nhin van héa Cao Pai nhu mot phic hop da dang, mudn vé, van
sic - nghia 1a c6 nhiéu tang 16p xép chong lén nhau, dan xen nhau; thé thi
phai ching chi khi nao ta c6 thé “béc” dan hét cac 16p phi chong nhau dé di
t6i “16p mau” trong cung, thi bay gio méi hién ra bdn sdc vdn héa Cao Pai?

Cao Dai la mot ton gido két tinh kim ¢6, dung hoa Pong Tay. Nguoi
chua hiéu Cao Pai c6 khi vui miéng néi ring Cao Pai ching cé gi hét, ci
gbép mot chat ctia ton gido A, modt chat cta ton gido B, C, v.v..., muon mdi
gido mot chut, vay 1a c6 Cao Pai (sic). Chi khi nao trinh bay r6 cai gi 1a ban
sic van héa Cao Dai bay gid méi khong con cach phat biéu dé dai nhu thé.

Tré lai v6i 161 day cha Puc Gigo tong Vo vi Pai dao Tam ky Phé do Ly
Thai Bach vé nghién ciu vian héa Cao Dai:

“..phdi néi lén duoc su lién hé giita van héa ddn toc vdi van héa dao
duc; noi lén duoc su lién hé gitta ddn toc Viét Nam va cdc ddn toc khdc trén
thé gidi; néi len su lién hé doc dao gitia dao Cao Pai néi tdt, Pai dao Tam
ky Ph6 do néi nguyén vdn, véi cdc ton gido khdc trén hoan cdu.”® Loi day
nay goi y cho ta thay ring bdn sdc vdn héa Cao Pai gom c6 hai phan chung
va riéng.
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a. Chung

Van héa Cao Pai khong
thé dot nhién ma cé, bdong
chéc ma nén. Vin héa Cao
Dai hinh thanh va phat trién
trong long dan toc Viét Nam,
ti manh dat sdn sinh ra dan
toc Viéet Nam cho nén tat
nhién phai chiu anh hudng
ctia van héa Viet Nam va tat
c4 nhitng nén vin héa ngoai
lai dd du nhéap, giao luu va
dé lai dau 4n trong van héa
Viét Nam. Nhu vay, xét vé
phan chung, ban sic van héa
Cao Dai gdbm nhiing gi:

(1) hoa quyén véi vdn
héa ddn téc (van héa bdn
dia), ddy 1a tinh truyén
théng cua van hoa Cao Dai;

(2) hoa quyén véi van
hoéa dao dic cia cd nhan loai
(tuong dong véi uu diém cia
cac nén van héa khdc), day
1a tlnh\phé bién cua van hoa L4 cG dao Cao Pai c6 3 mau (tU dudi lén: db tugng trung Nho
Cao Dai; gido; xanh, L&o gido; vang, Phat gido) cho thay tinh ké thira

(3) ké’ thira mf)t phﬁn van hoéa Tam gido phudng Bong. (Anh TL).
vdn héa cdc tén gido khdc
ma Tam gido phuong Pong c6 noi dung chii dao cung v6i phan déng gép cia
Gia T6 gido, day la tinh ké thia TG gido cua van hoa Cao Pai.®

b. Rieng

DPao Cao Pai ra doi khong phai dé lam ton gido thd ngan 18 mot trén
hanh tinh nay. Ciing y nhu thé, vin héa Cao Dai khong phai chi 1a su dung
hoa, tdng hop cla tat cd cac nén vin héa da va dang c6. Hai chit “déc ddo” ™
trong 16i day dan trén ctia Pdc Gido tong vi vay can dugc hét sic luu ¥y, vi
chinh hai chit nay chi r6 rang trong bdn sdc van héa Cao Pai nhdt dinh phdi
c6 phan riéng ciia Cao Pai.

Suy nghi vé cach tiép can ban sic vian héa Cao Pai

Tré lai véi dinh nghia cia Edward Burnett Tylor, tir ggi y phong phu
cia o6ng, khi nghién ciu vian héa Cao Dai ta c6 thé chid ¥ tim hiéu: kién tric
Cao Pai (thi du: Pén thanh T4y Ninh), 1& via Dic Chi ton (mung 9 thang
Giéng am lich), tang 1& Cao DPai, Tan luat Cao Pai, v.v... Nhung nhu vay da
ding nghia la nghién ctu van héa Cao Pai chua?
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Néu cong viéc nghién ctu nay tap trung qua midc 6 phan miéu ta chi
tiét, trinh bay lich sl ra doi, gidi thich danh tir, din gidi kinh ké, v.v... thi
phai ching day cling chi méi 14 quan quanh trong pham vi hinh thic cta
kién truc, 1& hoi, phong tuc, luat phép... chit chua di vao c6t 161 bén trong vi
chua 16t ta dugc ban sic van héa Cao DPai 4n tang trong d6?

- Van hoéa Cao DPai ban chat 1a vdn héa dao diic. Pic Ly Gido tong day:

“Vdan héa dao dic gom cé nhiing gi tot dep sdu sdc trong lanh vuc triét
hoc, dao ly, thdn linh hoc, ti nhén sinh quan dén vd tru quan, su lién hé
gita Troi va con nguoi, su lién hé gitta Troi va van vdt, su lién hé gitta con
nguoi va con nguoi, su lién hé gita con nguoi va van vdt.”*®

Loi day cia Duic Gido tong cho thay van héa Cao Dai ¢6 tdc dung gido
duc (va day chinh 1a cin nghia cla ti t6 hda trong tit van héa). Néi cach
khéc, van héa Cao Pai nham huéng dan con ngudvi biét cach thing hoa cudc
song vé ca hai mét nhan sinh va tam linh.

(1) Vé nhan sinh, xay dung mot nhan sinh quan dé con ngudi song hai
hoa v6i con nguoi va véi moi truong chung quanh (d6 l1a su lién hé gita con
nguoil va con nguoi, su lién hé gitia con nguoi va van vdt).

(2) Vé tam linh, xay dung mot vii tru quan dé con nguvi hiéu biét minh
trong su lién hé gida Troi va con nguoi, su lién hé gida Troi va van vdt.

Thi 14y riéng ra mét kién tric. Néu bdo rang kién tric Pén thanh Tay
Ninh 14 doc d4o, 1a ruc rd huy hoang, 1a to tat, v.v... thi trén thé giéi xua nay
ciing khong thiéu nhiing cong trinh kién tric that su to tat, hoanh trang, doc
ddo. Do dé, chic chin khong bao gid nén dem so sanh kién tric Pén thanh
v6i bat ky mot kién tric nao khac theo cach “hiiu co” véi tat cd nhing sic
tuéng, hinh khéi, chat liéu, v.v... cia mdi cong trinh. So sdnh nhu thé 1a so
le, khong mang lai mot tac dung gido duc nao, trong lic tac dung gido duc
nay nhat thiét khong thé t4dch lia moi gia tri vén hoéa.

Trai lai, néu nghién ciu kién tric Pén thanh Tay Ninh, tif nhitng nét
dic trung tiéu biéu nhat ma chi ra duge dau 1a nhitng phan anh rd nét vé (1)
nhan sinh quan Cao Pai; (2) vii tru quan Cao Pai; (3) cdc mdéi lién hé Troi-
ngudi, Troi-van vat, ngudi-ngudi, ngudi-van vat, v.v... thi ddy méi chinh la
chi r6 ban sic van héa Cao Dai trong kién tric.

Nhu thé c6 1& sé khong doi héi nguoi nghién ctu phai dd trinh do hiéu
biét chuyén moén ciia mot kién tric su; va nguge lai néu mot ngudi chi hiéu
biét vé nghé kién tric thi e cling chua di dé néu bat ban sic van héa Cao
bai trong kién truc.

Néu nguvi nghién ctu via c6 tri thic chuyén mén cta nghé kién tric,
vita am hiéu triét gido phuong Pong, vita thi dic duge can bén gido 1y Cao
Pai, thi su nghién ctu sé cang tham sau va ly 1é cang vig chic. O day ro
rang kha niang hiéu biét lién nganh (interdisciplinary knowledge) sé phat
huy tac dung.
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- Van héa Cao DPai ciing gin lién vé6i van héa dan toc. Pdc Ly Gido tong
day: “Vdn héa dan téc néi lén duogc tdt cd nhiing cdi gi cao quy tot dep cia
moét dan téc tw vdan hoc, triét hoc, nghé thudt, phong tuc tdp qudn dén qudc
hon quéc tuy cia dén téc dy.”®

Trong chiéu huéng nghién ctu van héa Cao Pai va lam nédi bat truyén
thong van héa dan toc c6 18 can nén luu ¥ ring van héa Cao Pai khong chi
don thuan néi tiép, phat huy truyén thong van héa dan toc, trai lai van héa
Cao DPai con phuc héi dé bao tén va phat huy nhitng gi ma do hoan canh,
mot sd gid tri tot dep da bi lang quén hay mai mot.

Van héa Cao Dai gop phan phuc hoi vin héa truyén thong dan toc

N6i phuc hoi nhu trén 1a cé co s6, ta tam néu bon bing ching:

1. Thir 14y truong hop nghién ctu vin héa Cao Pai vé mit tang 18. O
day chéc chin muc dich khong phai 1a miéu ta toan bd nghi thic 1& tang
Cao Pai nhu mot phong tuc gép mét véi rat nhiéu phong tuc ma chay da
va dang c¢6 trong x4 hoi Viét Nam. Tr4i lai, qua cédc nghi thic tang 1€ Cao
Dai phdi lam sao néu bat dugc tinh than tuong trg tuong 4i vo vi loi cda
cong déong Cao Pai.

 Hesebas b Y B oS
Nhac 1& Cao Dai ké thira nhac I& truyén théng Tan long va dan bat bliu Cao Dai cho thdy tinh
Viét Nam (Anh TL). ké thira truyén thong nghi 1€ dan toc Viét Nam.

Trong thoi budi “kinh t& thi trudng”, khi ma ngay ca cai phan rat thiéng
lieng 14 viéc 1am dam va cau siéu cho ngudvi chét ciing tré thanh mot dich vu
c6 tra tién (bi thuong mai héa) thi nét dep vian héa trong tang 1& Cao Dai
qua that rat y nghia.

That vay, méi khi trong ho dao Cao Pai c6 tin dd qua doi, thanh that
sé ding ra lo tron phan tang 1& rat chu ddo ké tir lic kham liém cho t6i khi
man tang. Tat cd déu do déng dao tu nguyén va nhiét thanh xdm lai lam.
Luat Pao tuyét doi khong cho phép tang chii dong tién hay biéu qua cép goi 1a
“b6i dudng” ho#c ta on cac chic sic, chic viéc. Nghia 14 hoan toan mién phi.

O day chua néi téi nhiing ¥ nghia huyén nhiém siéu hinh trong méi
lién hé Troi - ngudi qua cac phép bi tich (phép xéc), lam 1& cau siéu cho vong
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nhan..., riéng su hop quan tu nguyén ciia dong dao dén lam dam mot cach
thanh kinh, chan tinh d€ phu giip tang gia, diéu nay chinh 14 nét vén héa
c6 truyén cta nguoi Viét. Nét dep van héa truyén thong nay da sém cé ti
doi Hong Bang, nhu st sdch xua cta t6 tién nguoi Viét con ghi chép: “..nha
c6 nguoi chét thi gid gao dé cho hang xém nghe ma chay dén cuu giup...” "

2. Ho#c néi vé trang phuc phai nam. Lan séng Au héa da ddy lui chiéc
khdn déng va tdm do dai nho nha truyén théng cia dan toc di vao mai
mot. P4 mot thoi khin déng va do dai bi coi 1a “co 16 si”. Cao DPai khong
nhiing phuc héi trang phuc dan tdc ma con nang lén thanh dao phuc, tic
14 18 phuc, nhu vay ciing 14 1am cho trang phuc riéng ctia dan tgc tré thanh
truong ctiu. Khi dao Cao Dai cang dugc truyén ba rong ra ngoai bién cuong
bo ¢6i, thi cang 1am cho hinh 4nh t4m 4o dai va chiéc khan déng cua dan
toc duge quang ba.

3. Luu dan md dat phuong Nam da dé lai cho ngudi dan Nam Ky luc
tinh ngay truéc tap quan rat dao ly: méi khi &n com thi trudc tién biét kinh
can nang chén com lén ngang tran l1am ram khan vai, ta on troi dat da ban
cho minh vat thuc nuéi than. Dan dan nét dep vién héa nay bi mai mot.
Tham chi, mot s6 ké con phung phi miéng 4n & chén cao lau, tiu diém xa
xi. Kinh Cao Dai day con nguoi trudec khi dn com phdi biét ta on, d6 ciing 1a
phuc héi mot truyén thong dao ly.

Chang han, trong Dao nhut thuong hanh, Pic Gido tong Ly Thai Bach
da ban cho bai Kinh cdu khi dn com sau day, dé doc ta on tru6c mdi bifa an:
Céng Thé dia duéng sanh thdo moc,

On Thén Nong ngt coc chudng trong.
Nubi nguoi than manh khoe long,
Khi dan xung tung diuc cong Cao Dai."®

Ciing vay, trong Hoi thanh Cao Dai Tay Ninh, khi bt dau bita com,
tin do doc bai Kinh vao dn com nhu sau:

Gitla van v4t con nguoi mot giong,

Phdi ubng dn nuéi séng thday pham,

Twu bi ngu coéc da ban,

Duong nuéi con tré chdu toan mdnh than.
Cong Than Nong héa dén budi trudc,

Day khon ngoan hoc chuéce canh dién,

Nhé on bdo mang Huyén Thién,

Con mong muon xdc doat quyén vinh sanh.

Khi &n com xong, tin d6 doc bai Kinh khi dn com réi nhu sau:

Nguyén nhé on néng canh nhédn nhoc,
Nguyén on nguoi lua théc gid xay,
Ngdm com on ngdm hédng ngay,

Nén nguoi con nguyén ra tai loi sanh.
Con cdu xin mdnh hinh tring kién,
Giup neén coéng xay chuyén co doi,
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Trén theo phdp ludt dao Troi
Du6i thuong sanh chiung moét Lot dinh ninh.?

4. C6 mot thoi gian nhiéu ndm, sinh hoat cung dinh bi coi la “tan du”
cua... phong kién! Nhiéu dinh bi bo phé, hoac st dung vao muc dich khac.
bén kh1 van héa dan toc duge dé cao, dinh duge phuc hdi, thi nhiéu dinh
khong con kha nang lap lai ban nhac 18 cing nhu nghi thu’c cang dinh...
Trong truong hgp do, da co nhiéu dinh tim dén thanh that Cao Pai, nhd
ban nhac 1& Cao Dai tr(_)’ giap.

Cudi cung, nghién ctu ban sic van héa Cao Dai ciing can cha y dén tinh
hé thong, nhat quan dé trinh bay vén héa Cao Dai nhu mot dong chdy lién
tuc, thdm nhap va xuyén sudt cac mat cua doi song cong dong Cao DPai, phan
anh mic do cao vé chan, thién, m§ c6 duge do két qua tu dudng va ren luyen
lau ngay trong moi tru’o’ng dao dc. Nhu‘ng phac thao trong bai nay chi mdi
1a mot ¢6 gdng suy nghi, thir dinh hu’dng t1ep can cho viéc nghlen ctiu ban séc
van héa Cao Dai. Tam coi nhu 10i goi mé dé cung chia sé va trao d6i them
sau nay.

Di Lan LAD

CHU THICH

(1) Ay la chua néi dén cac ti van minh SCH(civilization), van vat SC¥i, van hién SCEk va gan
day la hai khai niém méi cia UNESCO: van hda vét thé (tangible culture) va van héa phi
vat thé (intangible culture), tc 1a van héa hiiu hinh va van héa vé hinh (c6 vé chang khac
may so vGi khai niém van vt va van hién cta Viét Nam).

(2) “In Culture a critical review of concepts and definitions (1952), U.S. anthropologists A.L.
Kroeber and Clyde Kluckhohn cited 164 definitions of culture (...). These conceptions
have defects or shortcomings.” The new encyclopaedia Britannica, U.S. ed, 1998, p. 874.

(8) Ca quan Phé théng Giao ly, 15/01 Tan Hgi (10/02/1971).

(4) “The concept of culture was first explicitly defined in 1871 by the British anthropologist
Edward B. Tylor. He used the term to refer to ‘that complex whole which includes
knowledge, belief, art, morals, law, custom, and any other capabilities and habits acquired
by man as a member of society.” Grolier Dictionary 1999 (CD-ROM).

Theo American heritage talking dictionary (CD-ROM), tU capabilities viia cé nghia khd nang
(abilities), viia c6 nghia tiém nang bam sinh (innate potential for grouth, development, or
accomplishment). Khi dich, t6i chon ca hai nghia.

(5) “These patterns, traits, and products considered as the expression of a particular period,

class, community, or population.”

) Co quan Phé théng Gido ly, 15/01 Tan Hgi (10/02/1971).

) Co quan Phé théng Gido ly, 15/01 Tan Hgi (10/02/1971).

(8) Hué Khai, D4t Nam Ky tién dé van héa mé dao Cao Pai, Nxb Tén gido, 2008, tr. 11.

) Dao Duy Anh, Han-Viét tu dién gian yéu. Sai Gon, Nxb Trudng thi, 1957, tr. 36.

(10)Tran Van Chanh, Tu dién Han-Viét Han ng ¢6 dai va hién dai. Nxb Tré, 1999, tr. 1033.

(11) American heritage talking dictionary (CD-ROM) gi&ng indentity nhu sau: “The collective
aspect of the set of characteristics by which a thing is definitively recognizable or known.”

(12)Cad quan Phé théng Gido Iy, 15/01 Tan Hgi (10/02/1971).

(13)Sau nay, néu dao Cao Dai truyén sang cac khu viic ma cac tén giao khac haon TG gido
c6 &nh hudng manh mé thi ban séc van hoa Cao Dai chic chén sé& c6 thém yéu té clia
dao &y... Khi do, thay vi néi Tam gido phuong Déng nhu trén day ta sé ndi téi Tam gido
dao véi y nghia bao quat van giao.
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(14)Dodc dao (unique) tic la vo song (unparalleled), khéong thé sanh, cé mét khéng hai.

(15)Ca quan Phé théng Giao Iy, 15/01 Tan Hgi (10/02/1971).

(16)Ca quan Phé théng Giao ly, 15/01 Tan Hgi (10/02/1971).

(17)“Truyén Hong Bang” trong: Tran Thé Phap, Linh Nam chich quéi. L& Hiu Muyc dich. Sai
Gon, Nxb Khai tri, 1961, tr. 45.

(18) Thénh dtic chon kinh. Quyén thi ba. Sai Gon, Nha in Céng Ly, 1965, tr. 141. Ho&c xem:
Hué Khai, Luat nhdn qua theo gido ly Cao Dai. Ha Noi, Nxb Ton gido, 2008, tr. 112.

(19)Toa thanh Tay Ninh, Kinh thién dao va thé dao, 1992, tr. 102.

TOM TAT

Nghién ctu van héa Cao Dai doi hdi nghién ctu lién nganh. C6 thé nghién ctu van héa
Cao Dai & tiing thai ky (thdi ky khai Dao, phat trién, phan héa, van dong théng nhat, sau chién
tranh...), hay G ting khu vuc dan cu (thanh thi, néng thén, trong nudc, ngoai nudc..), v.v...

Can cho thdy cac maéi lién hé gitia van héa dan toc véi van héa dao dic, gilia dan téc
Viét Nam va céac dan téc khac trén thé gidi, gitia dao Cao Dai vdi cac ton gido khac.

Can nhéan dién ban sdc van hda Cao Pai. Ban sdc nay gém cdé phan chung va
phan riéng.

Phén chung c6 ba thudc tinh: (1) Truyén thdng, |a hai hda véi van héa dén téc; (2) Phd
bién, 1a hai hoa vGi van héa dao diic cla ca nhan loai; (3) K& thua, 1a chét loc mét phan van
hoa cac tén giao khac.

Phan riéng gébm nhiing nét doc dao chi cé & Cao Dai.

Can trinh bay van hoa Cao Dai nhu mot dong chay lién tuc, thAm nhéap va xuyén sudt
cac mat cha ddi séng cong déng Cao Dai, phan anh mdc dé cao vé chan, thién, my c6 dudc
do két qua tu dudng va rén luyén lau ngay cla ngudi tin do.

ABSTRACT

A CONTRIBUTION TO THE RESEARCH ON THE INDENTITY OF THE CAODAI CULTURE
SOME OPINIONS AND SUGGESTED APPROACHES
Research on the Caodai culture should be an interdisciplinary one. It is possible to
research the Caodai culture in terms of periods, for example, its beginnings, development,
disunity, reunion movement, post-war period, etc. or in terms of population areas, for example,
urban, rural, domestic, foreign ones, etc.

It is necessary to point out various relations, for instance, between the Vietnamese
culture and the moral one, between the Vietnamese and other peoples, between Caodaism
and other religions.

It is essential to identify the identity of the Caodai culture which includes both general
and specific aspects.

Its general aspect has three attributes: (1) Tradition, i.e., the Caodai culture harmonises
with the national one; (2) Popularity, i.e., it harmonises with the mankind’s culture and morality.
(8) Continuity, i.e., it selects the choicest parts from the cultures of other religions.

Its specific aspect is comprised of unique characteristics of Caodaism.

The Caodai culture should be described as a continuous flow which permeates all
aspects of the Caodai community’s life, reflecting a high level of truth, goodness, and beauty
resulting from its followers’ long spiritual cultivation.



