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PHAT GIAO HOA HAO:
MOT GOC NHIN TU NGUOI PAO CAO PAI

Hué Khai*

Pao Cao Pai ra doi ¢ Phu Quoc va Sai Gon vao
ntia dau thap nién 20 cta thé ky trusc. Pao Hoa
Hao ra doi vao nam 1939 tai lang Hoa Hao, quan
Tan Chau, tinh Chau Péc (nay thudc thi tran
Phu My, huyén Phu Tén, tinh An Giang). Ca hai
déu la ton gido noi sinh (endogenous), hay bdn
dia (indigenous), thé nén mang day da ban sic
vin héa dan toc. Do cdi ndi ctia hai nén dao 1a
Nam Ky Luc Tinh (tide Luc Chau) nén kinh dién
chan truyén phan 16n déu dung tho vén qudc ngit
nhuan nhuy ctia dan toc 1a luc bat va song that
luc bat, va tir ngit trong kinh dién hai dao déu
mang dam tinh phuong ngit Nam Bg.

Hai nén dao Hoa Hao va Cao Pai déu khai sinh
va phat trién trong hoan canh nuéc mat nha tan,
Buc Gido chi Huynh Phi 88 thye dan Phép giay xéo khdp cung non song T8
Ngu6n:(:v3vzv(v).-v1v?/3;;dia. org. Quoc. Thé nén, trong dong gido ly siéu thoat dé
giac mé khai ngo cho doi caa hai dao nay khong
thé& nao thi€u nhiing 16i 18 yéu nude thuong noi. Va vi vay, ngay ti budi dau
cia hai dao, dan Nam Ky un un bdo nhau tu theo hai ton gido rat dic biét
nay, tao nén mot lan séng tam linh 16n rong ¢6 mot khong hai trong lich
st dat nu6e. Ciing chinh vi vay, cd hai dao Hoa Hao va Cao Dai da s6m tré
thanh muc tiéu dan 4p manh mé cda thuc dan Phép lién ti€p qua may muoi
niam dai dang dang.

I. C6 nhiéu diém tuong dong trong gido Iy Hoa Hao va Cao DPai

1. Trong bd Sédm gidng thi vdn (ndm quyén) ma Pic Huynh Gido Chua
da day vao cac nam Ky Mao (1939) tai lang Hoa Hao, va nam Téan Ty (1941)
tai Chg Quén, rat dé thay la c6 nhiéu diém tuong dong, néu khong néi 1a
rat giong, véi ngon ti trong thanh gido Cao Dai.

Gido chi dao Cao Pai la Cao Pai Tién Ong. Do d6, dao Cao Pai la dao
Tién. Trong thanh gido Cao Pai van goi mon dé 1a “hoc tro Tién”. Pon ci,
trong mot thanh gido day tai Cao Pai Hoi Thanh (Duong Pong, Phu Qudc)
ngay 24/4/1967, Piac Cao Pai khuyén dé tu:

Thanh ph& H6 Chi Minh.
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- Canh khuya thé thé ddn con hién,
Dao ly moét ngudn ché chdng riéng,
Hiép suic chung tédm hanh chdnh dao,
Sao cho xiing ddang hoc tro Tién.

Vi la dao Tién nén trong thanh gidao Cao Pai nhiing ti ngli nhu cé:
Tién, dang [duong] Tién, Tién cdnh, Tién dai, non Bong, Bong Lai.. di
nhién xuat hién rat nhiéu, rat quen thudc. Chang han:

- Ngay Tién thdang Phdt rong dai,
Moét ndm & thé, mot ngay coi Tien.
(Pdc Cao Triéu Truc, Thién Ly Pan, ngay 17/9/1965)
- Chon ly la dén roi l6i di,
La thang bdc dén cdnh Diéu Tri,
La nguén vinh vién noi Tién cdnh
Loi dan Me Gia tré gdng ghi.
(Ptc Diéu Tri Kim MAu, Chon Ly Dan, ngay 12/12/1965)

- DPao doi cong qud cho vién man,
Nuéc nhuoc non Bong nhe budc chén.
(bic Gido Tong Pai Pao, Ngoc Minh Pai, ngay 26/11/1966)

- Con 6i nhé Béong Lai thué no,
Canh thién nhién hoa cé xinh tuot,
Lai qua 161 Phat duong Troi,
Nuong mdy coi hac thdanh thoi thdng ngay.
(Pt Diéu Tri Kim Mau, Huon Cung DPan, ngay 28/4/1961)

Trong gido ly dao Hoa Hao (goi day du la Phat gido Hoa Hio), DPic
Thay ciing nhic nhiéu dén céi Tién, dang [duong] Tién, Tién cdnh, Tién
dai, non Béng, Bong Lai... Thi du:

- Phdt Troi chdng ludn ngheéo giau,
Ai nhiéu phuéc dic duoc vao coi Tién.
Hitu phdn thi ciing hitu duyén,
Stta tam hién dic coi Tién cing gan.
Ta mang minh thit xdc trén,
Ra tay ddt chiung duoc gan Bong Lai.
(Sdm gidng, quyén 3, 1939)
- Chat tu khéng phdi 15i theé,
Ma khéng nhé dén ddng ké Tién bang.
(Khuyén nguoi doi tu niém, 1939)
- Hiéu trung long ché voi quen,
Séng lo tron Dao, thdc lén Tién dai.
(Khuyén thién, 1941)
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- Lot lanh mdt ldp tai ngo,
Dua theo vdt chdt hdng ho dang Tién.
(Khuyén thién, 1941)

- Phuéc nhiéu Tién cdnh léen ray,
Téi nhiéu sa doa nhiéu ngay tham the.
(Khuyén thién, 1941)

2. Tinh than cia Pic Huynh Gido Chu 14 Tién Phat mot nha. Thé nén
thi van gido 1y clia Pic Thay luon luén nhic t6i Phat téi Troi, va Pic Ngoc
Hoang Thuong D& trong gido ly Hoa Hao ciing 1a ngdi vi thiéng liéng toi
thuong nhu trong dao Cao Pai. Thi du:

- Ké tw nay Tién, Phdt, Thanh, Thdn,
Lo day dé duong tran chdng xiét.
Duc Thuong Pé ngu dén Ngoc Khuyét,
Nhin duong gian ciing luéng thé dai.
Thdy chung sanh trau tria mdt may,
Ché6 chdng chiu trau tdm tria tdanh.
(Giac me tam ké, 1939)

- Loi chon chanh tran hay bé liép [lip?],
Mai lo lam hing hiép nguoi hién.
Ma lam cho Ngoc Dé thdm phién,
Muén tring tri trén gian thdm thiét.
Duc Phdat To tam Ngai nhit quyét,
Téu Ngoc Hoang dé Phdt day tran.
(Gide me tam ké, 1939)

3. Trong dao Cao DPai c6 néi dén Hoi Cong Pong gom cac Dang Phat
Tién, Thanh Than trén thuong gidi tung duéi quyén ctia Pic Ngoc Hoang
Thuong Dé. Kinh Pai Thiia chon gido (ban in 2011, tr. 239) c6 161 Pic Cao
Pai day nhu sau:

“O vao thoi by ha nguon ndy, chinh minh Thdy lanh phén thong chudng
quyén hanh cia Tam Gido la Phat, Thdnh, Tiéen gitia Hoi Cong Dong.”

Thi trong Ké ddn ciia Nguoi Khung (nam 1939), Pic Huynh Gido Chua
ciing day vé Hoi Cong Pong nhu sau:

- Cdc chu Thén tuén vang ndam canh,
Vé Thuong Gidi [Gi6i] tau qua Thuong DE.
Sé toi de thi v6 sb ke,
Con lam nhon thi qud it oi.
Hoi Cong Dong xem xét hdn hoi,
Sai chu tuéng xuéng rdn tran thé.

Pao Hoa Hao va dao Cao Pai déu dugc hoc gid phuong Tay goi la
millenarian religions, vi hai téon gido nay déu néi t6i mot thoi hoang kim
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(millennium: tic la golden age) cho nhan loai sau khi Hoi Long Hoa da
tuyén chon xong nhiing cong dan xing dang cho dvi thuong nguon thanh
dic (nhu doi Nghiéu Thuédn trong huyén st Trung Hoa c6 dai).

Trong Dai Thiia chon gido (ban in 2011, tr. 134), Pic Cao Dai day:

- Nay da deén thoi ky Phat Thdanh Tién ldp vi,
Hoi Long Hoa la ngay phdn dodn, ai muu ta chuée quy phdi bi doa day.

Trong Sdm gidng (quyén 3, 1939), BPic Huynh Gido Chu day tuong tu:

- Lép réi cdi Hoi Long Hoa,
Ddng coi hién duc duoc la bao nhiéu.
Hoac, trong Pai Thua chon gido (tr. 251), Pic Cao Pai day:

- Ké hitu can hitu phudc cung suy can nghi, khd ldp chi lo tu luyén cho
kip hou ky,
Long Hoa vén la truong thi dé chon trang tu mi dao cao dic cd.
Trong Ké dan ciia Nguoi Khing (1939), 16i day cha Dic Thay khong khéc:

- Ho6i Long Hoa chon ké tu mi,
Nguoi hién duc ddang pho chon Chia.

4. C4 hai dao Hoa Hao va Cao DPai déu dat trong tam gido héa con
ngudi biét tu nhan tich dic, 1am lanh lanh dd.

D€ cdnh tinh nguoi doi sai 14am hay vuéng vao té nan mua than ban
thanh, Kinh Sdm hoi (cAu 17-21) trong dao Cao Pai day nhu sau:

- Khi védn théi lung ldng chdng ké,
Lic suy vi bay lé khdn cdu.
Sao bing & phdi buéi dau,
Théan minh chdnh truc cé ddu tu vi.

Trong Khuyén nguoi doi tu niém (1939), Pic Huynh Gido Cha khuyén
nhi cing mot 1y Ay:
- Cu lo lam viéc ta tay,
Bdt nguu bdt cay ddng chiing lam dn.
Chung dau niém Phdt lang xdng,
Phdt ddu ching kip long nguoi dc gian.

Tém lai, nhiing tuong dong vé hoan canh lich si, vé thi vén gido ly, vé
thuat ngit kinh dién, va vé mot s6 cht dé gido hudn nhu da tam luge dan
trén day, tuy chi méi 1a nhitng phéc thdo so sai, cling c6 thé cho phép ching
ta thay ro hai dao Hoa Hao va Cao DPai gan giii nhau vo cung.

Nhiing nha nghién ctiu dao hoc néu c¢é dip di sau hon nita vao kho tang
thi van gido 1y rat phong phu cta hai ton gido Hoa Hao va Cao Dai, thi sé
tim thdy thém rat nhiéu diéu tuong dong tha vi khac.
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IL Doc lai bai the Tinh yéu ciia Pic Huynh Gido Chu
1. Vén con mét nhén thitc phién dién

DPao Hoa Hao do hoan cdnh lich st dd c6 mot thoi gian khong han 1a
ngin tiing bi phé phan 14 mot thuc thé “di nguodc lai loi ich cha dan toc”.
Phic thay, su danh gid, nhan dinh sau nay da khac di. Nguoi tin dé6 Hoa
Hao ngay nay hén vui nhiéu khi thdy Pidc Huynh Gido Chu dugc xem la
mot “nha 4i qudc”, mot “ngudi cé long yéu nudce”, va Phat gido Hoa Hao la
mot “phuong tién dé tap hop luc luong” chd co hoi danh dudi ngoai xam v.v...
Nguoi dao Cao Dai ciing dong chung cdnh ngo nay!

Thuc ra, néi Pic Huynh Gido Chu la nguoi ¢6 long yéu nude, dé 1a mot
nhan thic phién dién. N6i Phat gido Hoa Hao (hay dao Cao DPai) 1a phuong
tién dé tap hop luc lugng yéu nuéc ciing phién dién nét.

Cai hé qua bat lgi cia nhan thic phién dién nay 1a dao Hoa Hao (hay
dao Cao bai) khong dugc nhin dung thuc chat 14 mot ton gido ma van bi nhin
nhu mot gido phai tic 12 mot phong trao mang mau sic chinh tri (political
movement) hay mot phong trao chinh tri-xa hoi (socio-political movement).
Vi gigo cht trong hoan cdnh nhu thé sé bi “kéo xuéng” dé dong héa véi mot
lanh tu chinh tri chit khong phdi 1a Pang “tién tri” (prophet) hay Pang ctu
thé& (saviour). Ti nhitng ngd nhan d6 ma sinh hoat tu hoc, hanh dao cta ton
gido sé bi coi nhu sinh hoat cia mot hoi doan (association)!

2. Tai sao la nhan thive phién dién?

Theo gido ly Cao Pai, mot gido chu la vi c6 st mang thiéng liéng tu
Thugng P& dén tran gian dé ctu kho ban vui cho ching sinh. Khi tir céi
thién thuong di vao tran thé duong nhién phai mugn xdc pham bing cach
sinh vao mot dat nudc trong mot thoi ky lich st nhat dinh, va do d6 ngai
budc phdi mang mot quoc tich, mot can cude. Nhung khong vi han ché cua
phuong tién xdc pham va han ché ctia hoan canh dia ly, lich st ma d6i tuong
ctiiu dd chia vi gido chu 4y bi han ché theo. Péi tugng ctia gido chi van la
ching sinh trén c6i dia cau chit khong riéng mot dan toc nao, mot ching
toc nao.

Nguoi lanh dao mot dat nude c6 thé vi nhiét thanh yéu dat nuéc minh,
yéu dan toc minh ma s&n sang tim moi cach dé tang truéng quyén lgi cho
dat nudc va dan tdc minh. Do d6 nguoi 4y dé dang di dén nhiing chinh sich
¢6 1gi cho nuéc minh, lgi cho dan toc minh nhung lai gay hai cho dan toc
khéc, 1am ton hai nude khac. Lich sit thé giéi xua nay da khong thiéu nhitng
bang ching cho diéu 4y. Thé cho nén, lam sao tranh khéi mot vi anh hiung
dan toc cha qudc gia W, duge nhan dan nude X ton sung thi ciing c6 thé 1a
nguoi bi nhan dan cac quéc gia Y, Z... két an.

Tré lai truong hop Pic Huynh Gido Chi. Ngai khong thé chi 1a nguoi
“yéu nuéc” theo cai nghia thong thuong. Ngai chinh 1a nguti yéu ca ching
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sinh, yéu toan nhéan loai. Ma chinh Ngai da tung boc 10 tinh yéu nay mot
cach rat lang man.
3. Mot bai tho lang man
O mién Pong Nam Bo hdi nam 1946, c6 mot thiéu nif qua yéu Ngai bing
c4i tinh nhi nit doi thudng, va da khong din duge ndi long nén danh chi dong
boc bach tinh yéu. Nhan co hoi 4y, Pidc Huynh Gido Chu da xuat khau thanh
tho, sang tac luon mot bai thi ba khé vita dé khuéce tir, vira dé cam héa co géi,
va cling qua d6 bay t6 tinh yéu bao khap ching sinh clia Ngai.
Bai tho 4y nhu sau:
Tinh yéu
Ta c6 tinh yéu rdt duom nong
Yeéu doi yéu ladn cd non song
Tinh yéu chan chua trén hoan vi
Khong thé yéu riéeng khdch md hong

Néu khdch md héng mudn duoc yéu
Thi trong taém chi hdy xoay chiéu
Huéng vé phung su_cho nhon loai
Sé gdp tinh ta trong khéi yéu

Ta da da mang mét khoi tinh
Duong nhu thé hdi véi son minh
Tinh yéu ma chdng riéng ai cd
Yéu khdp_muén loai ldn ching sinh
Mién DPong, nim 1946
Huynh Phd S§

Gach du6i bon cau tho trén (Tinh yéu chan chia trén hoan vi; Huéng
vé phung su cho nhon loai; Tinh yéu ma chdng riéng ai cd; Yéu khdp muén
loai lén chiing sinh) 1a d& x4ac dinh mot 1an niia rang dang Gido chd, bac
Thanh nhan khong c6 thuong riéng va yéu riéng.

No6i tém lai, khong nhin thdy tinh béc ai, long tir bi d6i véi van loai,
ma chi nhdn manh § tinh yéu nuéc, yéu dan toc ¢ Pdc Huynh Gido Chu la
van con phién dién. That vay, khong ai c6 thé phii nhan hoat dong ctu dan
thoi loan ctia Pic Huynh Gido Chd, nhung ctu dan chi méi 14 mot phan
riéng trong cdi chung ctia Ngai 1a ctu doi, ctu thé hiéu theo nghia rong cia
hai chit ching sinh.

4. Phuong phap luan cia bai hoc tinh yéu qua hai chit Hiéu-Hoa
Dic Lao Ta (Pao duc kinh, Chuong 64) c6 mot phuong phap luan rat hay:

Cay to mot 6m sinh ra tir géc nhé xiu.
Dai cao chin tang phat khéi tir mo dat.
Cudc vién hanh ngan dam bat dau ti dudi chan.
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FWZAR, ERhER.
gz =, Bit¥t.
THZIT, BRAET.
(Hop bdo chi méc, sinh u hao mat.
Ctu tang chi dai, khéi u lay tho.
Thién ly chi hanh thuy u tic ha.)

N6i gon lai 1a di xa thi budc tir noi gan, tréo cao thi leo tir chd thap. Do
do, trudc khi day cho con nguoi tinh yéu nhan loai bat ngat ménh mong (qua
stic con ngudi von dé c6 long ich ky) thi Thanh nhan phai “giéi han chuong
trinh” bang cach néi dén tinh yéu dan toc, dong bao, yéu nuéc yéu non.

Nhung yéu nuéc, yéu déong bao hay con rong qua, Thanh nhan lai phai
tiép tuc “diéu tiét” bang cich day con ngudi yéu nha minh, yéu gia dinh
minh (bdi 1& con ngudi von dé vi ky).

Phuong phép nay ciing rat thuc t&€. Mot ké da khong biét yéu thuong
chinh cha me da sinh thanh ra hén thi ai dam tin ring hin c6 thé thanh
thuc yéu thuong dugc cdi cong dong nguoi von khong hé day mo ré m4 gi
v6i hén!

Sau khi da day cai khéi diém cda tinh yéu thuong & chd gan (gia dinh,
than thich) thi Thanh nhan méi tap cho con ngudi phat trién, mé rong tinh
thuong 4y ra xa hon va cao hon la dat nuéc, déng bao dan toc. Cudi cung
s& huéng con nguoi di tir 4i quoc tién téi vién dich 1a 4i vat, 4i nhan, yéu
thuong ching sinh van loai (bac ai, tu bi).

Phuong phap ludn caa bai hoc thue hanh tinh yéu nhu néi trén dugc
Phat gido Hoa Hdo thau tém trong hai chit Hiéu - Hoa:

Hiéu la quan hé vi mo, 14y gia dinh lam dia ban, va 6ng ba cha me 1a
doi tugng.

Hba la quan hé vi mé, 18y cong dong lam dia ban va dong loai 1a doi
tuong. Trong quan hé vi moé nay, dia ban va doi tuong cé ba bude phat trién:

a. Lang giéng va xa hoi chung quanh.

b. P4t nuéc véi déong bao, dan toc.

c. Thé gidi, thé gian véi nhan loai, ching sinh.

Nhu da trinh bay 6 trén, truée khi day ddc Hoa thi can ban la hay tap
hanh Hiéu. Tir chd biét Hiéu r6i thi mé rong dan ra téi chung quanh dé lan
1an phét trién cho tron ven dic Hoa (budc a, b va c).

Hiéu - Hoa 14 gidi phap dé gidi quyét modt quan hé vi moé bing cach
thiét 1ap mot quan hé vi mo6. Hai mé6i quan hé nay tac dong qua lai, do do,
mot ddu gach néi cho ca hai chit Hiéu - Hoa 1a diéu hét sic hop 1é.

Phuong phéap luan thuc hanh bai hoc tinh yéu nhu néi trén cling la
duong huéng Me Teresa (1910-1997) da huéng dan cu thé:
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“Thé thi hay mé réng tinh thuong ctia minh & moi not minh di qua;
trudce tién la trong chinh mdi dm cia minh. Hay thuong yéu con cdi minh,
vo hay chéng minh, nguoi ldng giéng ciia minh.”

(So, spread your love everywhere you go; first of all in your own home.
Give love to your children, to your wife or husband, to a next-door neighbour.)

Tré lai v6i Phat gido Hoa H4o, tin dé con duge day thuc hanh Td An
(b6n moi 4an 16n) 1a 1) On t6 tién, cha me; 2) On dat nuéc; 3) On Tam bao;
va 4) On dong bao, nhan loai.

Phai nhé on Tam bao (Phat, Phap, Tang) vi nho ¢6 Tam bao nén méi
c6 ngudi thanh diic noi truyén viéc gido héa cho minh biét con dudng tu hoc
ngd hiu hoan thién héa ban than. Con lai, on (1) tuong Ung véi chit Hiéu;
on (2) va (4) tuong Gng vdi ba budc a, b, ¢ trong quan hé chit Hoa. Vay, thuc
hién TG An ciing chinh 1a thuc hanh Hiéu - Hoa.

Trong hién trang xa hoi ngay nay, gitta dién ddo nhan tam bAat tric,
tit quan hé vi moé cho t6i quan hé vi mé phai ching Hiéu - Hoa van la giai
phap ly tuéng dé on dinh xa hoi, xay dung hoa binh thé gi6i?

) HK
TOM TAT

Ra doi 6 Nam Ky Luc Tinh trong thai thudc dia, dao Hoa Hao va dao Cao Dai déu la ton
giao nodi sinh hay ban dia, da bi thuc dan Phap dan ap manh mé& may mudi nam. Hai dao nay
déu dugc hoc gid phuong Tay goi la millenarian religions, vi cung néi téi mot thdi hoang kim
(millennium: tic 1a golden age) cho tuong lai nhan loai. Ngoai ra, trong gido ly Hoa H&o (van van)
¢6 nhiéu thuat ngli va chi dé tuang dong véi gido ly Cao Dai (van van va van xudi).

Ciing nhu dao Cao Dai, dao Hoa Hao tiing bi xem la mét phong trao chinh tri hay chinh
tri - xa hoi. Do ngd nhan dé ma sinh hoat tu hoc, hanh dao clia dao Héa Hao bi coi nhu sinh hoat
clia mét hoi doan, va Giao chl dao Hoa Hao bi dong hoa véi mét 1anh tu chinh tri.

La ngudi dao Cao Dai, tac gia bai viét nay lap luan réng hoat dong &i quéc cla Giao chl
dao Hoa Hao chiing td ngai cé long yéu dan tdoc, nhung that ra ngai con cé mot tinh yéu 16n hon
nia la tinh yéu nhan loai cia Dang cuu thé. Lap luan cla tac gia chd yéu can ci vao bai thg lang
man 12 cau, nhan dé la Tinh yéu, ma Giéo chl dao Hoa Hao ting khdu ndm 1946 & mién Déng
Nam B6.

ABSTRACT
HOA HAO BUDDHISM IN THE EYES OF A CAO PAI FOLLOWER

Founded in Cochinchina under the French colonialism, and regarded as endogenous or
indigenous religions, both Hoa Hao and Cao Dai were cruelly suppressed for several years by the
French aggressors. Western scholars name them millenarian religions because their teachings
deal with a future golden age or millennium for humanity on earth. Besides, Hoa H&o teaching in
verse includes lots of terms and themes which are the same as those found in Cao Dai teaching
(verse and prose).

Like Cao Dai, Hoa Hao was once called a political or socio-political movement. Due to this
mistake, its religious activities were regarded as only those of an association. In this case, its
Founder was assimilated to a political leader.

As a Cao Dai follower, the author of this article asserts that the Hoa Hao Founder’s patriotic
activities prove his patriotism, but in fact he had something much greater than that, namely the
saviour’s love for mankind. The author’'s argument is mainly based on a romantic 12-lined poem
titled Love, which the Founder extemporized in Southeastern Vietnam in 1946.



