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PAT NUGC - NHAN VAT

PIA DANH CHAU THANH
Nguyén Thanh Lgi*
Dia danh Chau Thanh hién nay dugc d:it tén cho nhiéu huyén, thi tran
G cdc tinh Nam B9. Trong lich st, n6 duge dung dit tén dia danh kha sém
(1867). Hién nay, con ton tai nhiéu cdach hiéu vé khai niém “chau thanh”.
Bai viét nay gép phan vao viéc tim hiéu cdc dia danh Chau Thanh trong lich
su cing nhu hién nay dudi géc do ngon ngi.
1. Pia danh Chau Thanh trong van hoc dan gian
Trong vin hoc dan gian ¢ Nam Bo c¢6 kh4 nhiéu cAu st dung tir “chdu
thanh”, mic du trong vin ban dugc viét hoa, nhung “chdu thanh” & day duogc
dung nhu 12 mot danh tir chung, chi noi phé x4 dong dic, van minh:
Buéc xuéng bdc My Tho thdy séng xo6, nudc ddy
Buéc lén bo Rach Miéu thdy nuéc chdy, cdy xanh
Anh biét chdc noi ddy la dét Chdu Thanh
Sao tim hoai khong thdy trong ddm bo hanh béng em.
Hoéac:
- D4t chéu thanh® nam thanh ni tu,
Trong vuon thu du cdc thi chim.
- Nudc rong bé bai bay ganh
Béu dem duyén di bdn, ddt chdau thanh déu hay.®
Cau ca dao duéi day cho ching ta biét “chau thanh” da xuit hién tu
truéc nam 1859, khi Phdap ddanh chiém Gia Dinh:
Gidc Lang-sa ddanh téi Chdu Thanh,
Du ai ngdan qua don lai, da ciing khong danh bé em.
Trong 2 cu ca dao sau, Chau Thanh dugc si dung nhu mot dia danh,
n6 xudt hién véi tu cdch 12 mot don vi hanh chinh dué6i thoi thuéc Phép:

- D4t Chdu Thanh® anh 6,
Xu Cén Tho em tré lon veé.
- Chiéc tau Nam Vang dau den mii dé,
Ong khoi dé dé chi: Chdu Thanh.
2. Pia danh Chiu Thanh trong lich s
Sau khi chiém nét 3 tinh mién Tay Nam Ky, ngay 5/6/1867, thuc dan Phap
ra nghi dinh chia 6 tinh Nam Ky ra 24 hat tham bién (arrondissement). ¥

" Thanh ph& H6 Chi Minh.
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Vién cai tri hat 1a tham bién (inspecteur, sau d6i la administrateur). Ly s&
cua hat goi la “chdu thanh”, c6 chic nang nhu mot “trung tdm hanh chinh”

ctia hat. C4c hat ctia Nam Ky lic nay bao gom:

- Tinh Sai Gon c¢6: chau thanh Sai Gon, chdu thanh Chg Lén, chau
thanh Can Giudc (Phudc Loc), chau thanh Go Céng, chau thanh Binh Lap
(Tan An), chdu thanh T4y Ninh, chdu thanh Trang Bang (Quang Héa).

- Tinh My Tho: chiu thanh My Tho, chau thanh Cho Gao (Kién Hoa),
chau thanh Can L6 (Kién Phong), chau thanh Cai Lay (Kién DPang).

- Tinh Bién Hoa: chau thanh Bién Hoa, chau thanh Ba Ria, chau thanh
Tha Dau Mot (Binh An), chau thanh Long Thanh, chau thanh Thi DPic (Ngai

An).

- Tinh Vinh Long: chau thanh Vinh Long, chdu thanh Tra Vinh, chau

thanh Bén Tre.

- Tinh Chau Déc: chau thanh Chau Péc, chau thanh Sa Péc, chau thanh
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Quan Chau Thanh, tinh Tay Ninh

Séc Trang.

- Tinh Ha Tién: chau thanh
Ha Tién, chau thanh Rach
Gia.®

B4t dau tir nam 1912, dia
danh Chau Thanh chinh
thic dugc ddat tén cho
nhiéu don vi hanh chinh
cap quan ¢ Nam Ky: quan
Chau Thanh thugc tinh My
Tho (22/3/1912), quan Chau
Thanh tinh Can Tho (1913),
quan Chau Thanh tinh Sa Péc
(1/4/1916), quan Chau Thanh
tinh S6c Trang (30/8/1916),
quidn Chau Thanh tinh
Vinh Long (19/12/1917),
quan Chdu Thanh tinh
Long Xuyén (1917), quan
Chau Thanh tinh Tra Vinh
(1917), quan Chau Thanh
tinh Chau DPéc (19/5/1919),
quan Chdu Thanh tinh
Rach Gid (20/5/1920),
quidn Chdau Thanh tinh
Tan An (14/2/1922), quan
Chau Thanh tinh Ha Tién
(29/5/1924), qudn Chau
Thanh tinh Thd Dau Mot
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quan Chdu Thanh tinh
Bén Tre (1/1/1927), quan
Chau Thanh tinh Bién
Hoa (1/1/1928), quan Chéau
Thanh tinh Tdy Ninh
(1942), quan Chau Thanh
tinh Ba Ria (12/6/1943),®
quan Chau Thanh tinh Tan
Binh (19/9/1944)," quan
Chau Thanh tinh Go Cong
(2/4/1955),® huyén Chéau
Thanh DPong, huyén Chau

Thanh Tay tinh Ciu Long
(sau 1975), huyén Chau

TiNH SOC TRANG OUVAYNAS Thanh tinh Minh Hai (sau
£ | 19750
<
gf 3. Pia danh Chau Thanh
hién nay

Quéan Chau Thanh, tinh Tra Vinh , » . ;
' Tinh dén nam 2008, dia

danh Chau Thanh dugc dat
tén cho 10 don vi hanh chinh cdp huyén cta 9 tinh ¢ khu vuc Tay Nam Bo
va Tay Ninh (Pong Nam B9): huyén Chau Thanh tinh Long An, huyén Chau
Thanh tinh Tién Giang, huyén Chau Thanh tinh Bén Tre, huyén Chau Thanh
tinh Tra Vinh, huyén Chau Thanh, huyén Chau Thanh A tinh Hau Giang,
huyén Chau Thanh tinh Kién Giang, huyén Chau Thanh tinh An Giang, huyén
Chau Thanh tinh Pong Thap, huyén Chau Thanh tinh Tay Ninh.1?

Cac tinh ¢ Nam Ky du6i thoi Phap thudc c¢6 dia danh quan Chau Thanh,
vé sau do nhiing bién d6i vé dia danh dia giéi hanh chinh qua céc thoi ky,
nén ngay nay khong con dung dé€ dit tén don vi hanh chinh nhu: quan Chau
Thanh tinh Tha Dau Mot, quan Chau Thanh tinh Bién Hoa, quan Chau
Thanh tinh Ba Ria, quan Chau Thanh tinh Tan Binh, quan Chau Thanh
tinh Go Cong, quan Chau Thanh tinh Can Tho, quan Chau Thanh tinh Séc
Trang, quan Chau Thanh tinh Vinh Long, quan Chau Thanh tinh Ha Tién.

Ngoai ra, 6 cap thi tran, hién c6 3 dia danh lién quan dén dia danh
Chau Thanh nhu sau: thi tran Chau Thanh thudc huyén Chau Thanh tinh
Bén Tre, thi trdn Chau Thanh huyén Chau Thanh tinh Tra Vinh, thi tran
Chau Thanh huyén Chau Thanh tinh T4y Ninh.®V

4. Khai niém “chau thanh” trong ti dién
“Chau thanh” 1a mot tit Han Viét, st dung kha phé bién 6 Nam Bo. N6
dugc céc tir dién ghi nhan véi nhiéu nghia khéc nhau:

- Chau thanh: mot khu dat rong da 1ap ra pho phuong, dan cu dong duc:
Hdi Phong la noi chdu thanh moéi mé (Hoi Khai Tri Tién Duc, Viét Nam tu
dién (1931), Mac Lam xuat ban, Sai Gon, 1968, tr 117).
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- Chau thanh: thanh thi (ville) (Pao Duy Anh, Hdn Viét ti dién (1932),
Nxb Khoa hoc xa hoi, Ha No¢i, 1992, tr 157).

- Chau thanh: thanh thi. Chdu thanh Ha Néi (Pao Van Tap, Tu dién
Viet Nam pho thong, A-C, Nha siach Vinh Bao, Sai Gon, 1951, tr 92).

- Chau thanh: khu d4t da 1ap thanh phé phuong, ¢6 dan cu dong duc
(Thanh Nghi, Viét Nam tan tu dién, Nxb Thoi Thé, Sai Gon, 1952, tr 253).

- Chau thanh: ville, toute la ville; ngoai chau thanh: zone suburbaine
(Eugeéne Gouin, Dictionnaire Vietnamien Chinois Francais, Impimerie
d’Extréme-Orient, Saigon, 1957, p 250).

- Chau thanh: thanh thi, thanh phé: nha & Can Tho, ngay tai chdu thanh
(Pao Pang V¥, Viéet Nam bdch khoa tit dién, quyén 3, Sai Gon, 1961, tr 161).

- Chau thanh: thanh thi, khu vuc chinh mot x& hay mot tinh, noi nguoi
ding dau xd hay tinh truéng cai tri, thudng dan cu déng dic, mua ban thinh
vugng (Lé Van Buc, Viét Nam tu dién, tap 1, Nha sdch Khai Tri, Sai Gon,
1970, tr 275).12

- Chau thanh: khu dat da lap thanh pho phuong, ¢6 dan cu dong duc:

0} ddy gié bui chdu thanh/Mong vang mot gidc tan tinh phdn son (Ban Tu
thu Khai Tri, Ty dién Viét Nam, Nha sach Khai Tri, Sai Gon, 1971, tr 187).

- Chau thanh: thanh pho. Chdu thanh Sai Gon (Hoang Phé chu bién,
T dién tieng Vieét pho thong, tap 1, A-C, Nxb Khoa hoc xa hoi, Ha Noi,
1975, tr 198).

- Chéu thanh: thanh phé; thudc pham vi thanh phé. Chdu thanh Sai
Gon. Huyén Chdu Thanh tinh Bén Tre (Nguyén Van Ai chi bién, S6 tay
phuong ngit Nam B6, Nxb Ctu Long, 1987, tr 97 va Tu dién phwo’ng ngit
Nam Bo, Nxb TPHCM, 1994, tr 146-147).

- Chau thanh: thanh phé. Chdu thanh Sai-gon (Van Tan chi bién, Tu
dién tiéng Viét, In 1an thi ba, Vian Tan, Nguyén Van Pam chinh 1y va b6
sung, Nxb Khoa hoc xa hoi, Ha No6i, 1994, tr 155).

- Chau thanh: 12 mot tén chung dé goi “ly s6” hay 1a “thi phi” clia tinh.
Sau bién thanh tén riéng cta ca loat “ly s6” hay la “thi phi” clia nhiéu tinh
& Nam Ky (Nhiéu tac gid, T dién bdch khoa Viét Nam, tap 1, A-D, Trung
tam Bién soan Tir dién B4ch khoa Viét Nam, Ha Noi, 1995, tr 426).

- Chau thanh: thanh pho (Hoang Phé chi bién, T dién tiéng Viét, Nxb
Pa Néng-Trung tam tiu dién hoc, 2004, tr 145).

- Chau thanh: 1) ving d4t bao xung quanh, ¢ canh thanh phd, thi x4,
la don vi hanh chinh c4p huyén. 2) Vung phu c4n, ving ven thudc pham vi
thanh phd, thi xa. 3) Chi ving dat Sai Gon-Chg Lén trudc kia. (Huynh Cong
Tin, Tw dién tw ngit Nam B6, Nxb Khoa hoc x4 hoi, Ha Noi, 2007, tr 312).

- Chau thanh: tén goi chung chi “ly s6” hay “th( phd” cta tinh. Vé sau
bién thanh tén riéng cia mot loat “ly sé” hay “tht ph(” ctia nhiéu tinh &
Nam Ky (T dién mé tiéng Viet Wiktionary).
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Tong hop cdc dinh nghia trén, ching ta c6 dugc mot s6 nghia khai quat
nhu sau vé khai niém “chau thanh”:

- Phé phuong, thanh thi, noi dan cu dong duc.

- Khu vuc chinh m6t x& hay mot tinh.

- Vung d4t bao quanh, ¢ canh thanh phd, thi x4, don vi hanh chinh
cap huyén.

- Vung Sai Gon-Chg Lén.

5. Nhan xét

- Khai niém “chdu thanh” trong cac ti dién thuong dugc dung dé chi
cac thanh pho, thi xa, noi dan cu dong dac, chéon phon hoa, do hoi. Nghia
nay dugc nhiéu tir dién phan anh, ciing gian véi cach hiéu cia dan gian.®

- V6i nghia “tén goi chung chi ly sé hay thu phua caa tinh”, “khu vuc
chinh mot xit hay mot tinh, noi nguvi ding dau xi hay tinh truéng cai tri,
thuong dan cu déong dic, mua ban thinh vugng” rat phu hop véi thuc té lich
sti. Trong s6 cac dia danh Chau Thanh dugce diat vao nam 1867, da c6 nhiéu
dia danh sau nay tré thanh “tht phu” cia cdc don vi hanh chinh c4p tinh
duéi thoi Phap thudc (giai doan 1888-1944) nhu: Sai Gon, Go Cong, Tan An,
Tay Ninh, My Tho, Bién Hoa, Ba Ria, Thi Dau Mét, Vinh Long, Tra Vinh,
Bén Tre, Chau Déc, Sa Déc, Séc Triang, Rach Gia.

- Chau thanh con chi “ving d4t bao quanh, & canh thanh pho, thi x4,
don vi hanh chinh c4p huyén”. Vi tri dia ly hién nay cta cdc huyén Chau
Thanh déu nidm & “ctia ngd” vao cac tinh ly, chang han nhu & céc tinh Long
An, Tién Giang, Bén Tre, Vinh Long, Tra Vinh, An Giang, Kién Giang, Tay
Ninh. Diéu nay c6 nguyén do lich st ctia né. Ban dau, “chdu thanh” chi cac
trung tAm hanh chinh, noi c6 cho bua, cdc co quan cua hat tham bién tra
déng. Sau khi thanh 14p céc thi xa véi chic ning “tinh ly”, né chiém mot
phan dién tich cia “chau thanh”, phin dién tich con lai van giif tén cii 1a
quan Chau Thanh va sau nay 1a huyén Chau Thanh. C6 thé thdy qua mot
s0 vi du: quan Chau Thanh thudc tinh Rach Gia thanh 14p ndm 1920, thi xa
Rach Gid dén ngay 18/12/1939 méi thanh l4ap; tuong tu quan Chau Thanh
tinh My Tho lap 1912, thi x4 My Tho lap ngay 1/1/1939; quan Chau Thanh
tinh Sa Péc 1ap 1916, thi xa Sa DPéc lap 1975; quan Chau Thanh tinh Tay
Ninh lap 1942, thi xa Tay Ninh lap 1975; quan Chau Thanh tinh Tha Dau
Mot 1lap ngay 30/7/1926, thi xa Thia Dau Mot 1ap 1975...

- Riéng ¥y kién cho ring dia danh Chau Thanh chi khu vue Sai Gon-
Chog Lén 1a mot nhan xét khong chinh xac vi trong lich st ciing da c6 cach
goi chau thanh Sai Gon, chdu thanh Chg Lén nhu bao chiu thanh khac cha
khong phai riéng chi Sai Gon hay Cho Lén.** Nguoi Nam B thuong néi:
Di “chdu thanh”, tac 1a di 1én tinh ly vay.

- Xu4t hién kh4 sém trong mot so tir dién tiéng Viét (Viet Nam tu dién
(1931), Hdn Viet ti dién (1932), nhung khai niém “chdu thanh” lai hau nhu
khong dugc st dung ¢ Bac Bo va Trung Bo. Trong khi d6, § Nam Bo khai
niém nay kha phé bién va tit mot danh tir chung né chuyén sang dia danh.
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- Khéi niém “chdu thanh” véi tu ciach 1a mot don vi hanh chinh xuat
hién sém nhat trong cdc vin ban hanh chinh 1a vao nim 1867, dén niam
1931 méi duge ghi nhan 1an dau trong Viét Nam tu dién cta Hoi Khai Tri
Tién DPuc. Nhung truéc d6, vao khoang 1859, trong ngon ngit binh dan, “chau
thanh” duéi dang 1a mot danh ti chung da xuat hién.

Tom lai, “chdu thanh” la mot danh ti chung (tir Han Viét), c6 mat trong
ngbdn ngit Nam Ky vao cudi thé ky XIX, véi nghia 1a “noi dan cu dong duc,
chon phon hoa, d6 hoi, véin minh”. Pén ndm 1867, Chau Thanh bit dau xuat
hién véi tu cach 12 mot don vi hanh chinh c4p hat tham bién (arrondissement)
va cap quan tif nam 1912. Va ti day c6 su “chuyén nghia” sang chi “vung
phu can, ving ven thudc pham vi thanh phd, thi x4” v6i mot loat cac quan
mang tén Chéu Thanh dugc dat tu 1912 dén 1944 dudi thoi Phap thude va
ca dudi thoi chinh quyen Sai Gon. Trong cach dét dia danh nay, nguti Phap
da ké& thiua truyén thong cach dinh danh cta ngudi Viét khi thiét lap céc
don vi hanh chinh. Viéc ton tai nhiéu dia danh Chau Thanh nhu hién nay
da phan anh viéc bdo luu nhiing gia tri van héa cia mot thoi doan lich su
¢ vung dat Nam Bo.

NTL
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TOM TAT

Dia danh Chau Thanh hién nay dugc dat tén cho nhiéu huyén, thi trdn & cac tinh Nam
B&. Trong lich sti, né dugc dung dat tén dia danh kha s6m (1867). Hién nay, con ton tai nhiéu
cach hiéu vé khai niém “chau thanh”. Bai viét gép phan tim hiéu cac dia danh Chau Thanh
trong lich st cling nhu hién nay dugi géc dd ngén ngd.

Chau thanh la mét danh tu chung (tu Han Viét), cé mat trong ngdn ngii Nam Ky vao
cudi thé ky XIX, v6i nghia la “ngi dan cu déng duc, chén phon hoa, dé hoi, van minh”. Dén
nam 1867, Chau Thanh bat du xuat hién véi tu cach la mdt don vi hanh chinh c&p hat tham
bién (arrondissement) va cdp quan ti ndm 1912. Va ti day cé sy “chuyén nghia” sang chi
“viing phu céan, vang ven thuéc pham vi thanh phé, thi xa” véi moét loat cac quan mang tén
Chau Thanh dugc dat ti 1912-1944 duéi thai Phap thudc va ca dudi thgi chinh quyén Sai
Gon. Trong cach dat dia danh nay, ngudi Phap da ké thia truyén théng cach dinh danh cla
ngudi Viét khi thi€t 1ap cac dan vi hanh chinh. Viéc ton tai nhiéu dia danh Chau Thanh nhu
hién nay da phan anh viéc bao luu nhiing gia tri van héa clia mét thGi doan lich s & vung
dat Nam Bé.

ABSTRACT

THE GEOGRAPHICAL NAME CHAU THANH

At present the name Chau Thanh is used to refer to many districts and towns in the South.
The word was used as a geographical names quite early (1867). Up to the present the name
has been understood in different ways. This article contributes to an effort to understand the
name Chau Thanh of the old days as well as of the present, time in terms of linguistics

Ché4u thanhis a Chino-Viethamese common noun existing in the local language of the
South since the end of the 19" century. The word meant “a place of crowded population”, “a
place of wealth, luxury and civilization”. From the year 1867, the word “chau thanh” assumed
the meaning indicating a sub-province geographical unit and then from 1912 it indicated a
district. Afterwards its meaning was changed to denote “the surroundings or suburbs of a
town or a city”. This led to the formation of a great number of districts bearing the same name
Chéu Thanh in the period 1912-1944 under the French colonialist government as well as
under the Sai Gon regime. In their choice of the name the French somehow inherited the
Vietnamese way of naming new geographical units. The fact that many places now bear the
same name Chau Thanh reflects people’s tendency to preserve the cultural values of an old
historical period of the South.



