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TU AN CONG DONG VA DINH THAN
PEN TIENG TRONG PANG VAN

Lé& Nguyén Luu®

Triéu Dudng chi an

Vua Quang Trung da cho t6 chiic mot bd may hanh chinh kha day da
tir trén xuéng duéi, tir trung uong dén dia phuong. T4t cid da dan dan di vao
hoat dong c6 quy cu chd khong tuy tién nhu giai doan quan quan trude doé.
Co quan, vién chic nao cling c6 4n chuong riéng dé xac tin van thu. Vua Gia
Long nha Nguyén sau khi khoi phuc Phi Xuan va chiém duge Bic Ha, sai
thu hoi hét an chuong cta “nguy triéu” roi cat vao kho, vé sau thay khong
dung dé lam gi, méi dem thiéu hay tat cd. Mot s6 khac that lac trong dan
gian, ngay nay céc nha suu tam con giif dudc. Vi vay, phan 16n ching ta chi
biét dugc 4n chuong thoi TAy Son qua nhiing ddu déng trén vin ban Han
Nom con lai ma thoi. Mot trong s6 d6 1a d4u 4n cuia triéu dinh.

R4t hoa ho#n, ching toi chi
mdi thay mot van ban duy
nhét cia xa Hong An (ciing
c6 tén Hong Phic, nay la
lang Thanh Phudc, thuf)c xa
Huong Phong, huyén Huong
Tra, tinh Thita Thién Hué)
c6 déng ddu 4n nay. Dé
la mot t6 “thdn” gom 3 to
gidy kho 16n, mbi to gdp doi
thanh hai trang, trang dau
ghi noi dung bon dong, xin
cdc quan triéu dudng “chi
gido” cach x&p loai hang
mot s6 binh linh dé quan
cap rudng dat va may dong
ké danh sach (chdce danh va
: - don vi phia trén, quan phé
Hinh ddu Triéu Duong chi &n trén to than nam Canh Thinh loai hang phia dudi, déu c6
4 (1796). Nguén: Hom bo lang Thanh Phudc, x& Huong déng 4n kiém hinh bau duc
Phong, tinh Thira Thién Hué. (Anh LNL). ¢ 2,9x4,2cm, khic chit nét
rat manh, dai, gdp khic nhiéu lan, khé doc, nhung ciing nhan ra bon chit
Triéu Puong chi dn chia hai dong, dong hai chif), c4c trang tiép theo (2,3,4)
ciing thé; cudi trang thi tu va dau trang thd nam, cé 16i phé cha quan;
gitta trang thd ndm dé nién dai #EENH I E  Cdnh Thinh tié nién

* Nha Bao tang thanh phé Hué.
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luc nguyét thdp bdt nhdt” (ngay 18 thang Sau nam Canh Thinh thu 4, tic
la ngay 22/7/1796), bén phai la hai dong phé chit 16n nhung nguéch ngoac
khé doc cua quan, bén trai ghi tén ba vién chidc xa (trum, xa chinh, xa si)
in dau tay, roi tiép tuc mot sd ngudi nita § trang thi sau. Mot dau 4n 16n
déng & dong nién dai, mép trén trum lén dau chit “PU t”, pha cd phan trén
hai dong phé. Mt an khé 11x1lcm, dudng go vién day lem, chit trién hai
dong, dong hai chit: %2 ) Triéu Puong chi dn. Nét chit day 0,2cm, trong
dé, chit “~ chi” khac han cac 4n khéc: nét sd giita ciing dinh lién véi nét
ngang ddy, nhung nét chit U rat hep, vuon 1én ngang véi nét s6 gitta (tan
dau chif), bé vuéng géc ra hai bén rdi ngoit xuéng, uén thude thg ba lan,
dau cudi cting chia ra ngoai. N¢i dung don xin triéu dinh chi gido vé viéc
quan cap rudng (luong dién): H 2% BAEA 4 I 1 IR E0& 7 TN AL A & B
% BERN SR AR AT R T 4 B B A AR 2 1 B IR ﬁn?%fiﬁ”ﬁ,ﬁﬁ'ﬁ?ﬁ? ;AR 7 AR 8
MBI L F. Do tu ngu xa hitu qudn cdp dién thé tinh huong dm cdc
vu, phd noi xa hitu cdc vé, hiéu tham da, nan tri tién hdu ha thu can phdn,
nan © quén cdp. Phuc khdt triéu duong quan chiéu phé hiia mé vién cdc
thuc ky tién hdu can phdn di hién thu tu, tién ngu xa thila ci qudn cdp di
mién tranh” (Nay, xa chiung to6i dén ky quan cap rudng dat va viéc huong
am, trong x& c6 rat nhiéu nguvi & cdc vé, hiéu, khé biét nén x&p thi tu truse
sau nhu thé nao dé chia quan cdp. Cui xin quan triéu duong chiéu phé cho
mdi vién “4n” phan trudc sau thi tu ra sao dé xa ching t6i dua vao dé6 ma
chia quan cap dé khéi gianh nhau). Pay 1a mot thic mac rat thong thuong,
rat vun vit, chi can nho chinh quyén cap trén truc tiép (tong, huyén) giai
dap la da (viéc xép hang dan dinh da tién hanh nhiéu nim roi, chéng phai
mdéi mé gi), thé ma xa dan géi don “thén” thang dén “triéu duang xin chi
gido, ching t6 mot 1a cAp phd huyén hinh nhu khong c6 nhiém vu gi trong
cac viéc dién thé, dan dinh cda lang x4 trong pham vi minh trong coi, hai la
trung uong khong “tham nghiém”, khong “cdch xa” qua d6i v6i quan ching,
sin sang gidi quyét nhitng khé khan hang ngay trong xa hoi. Hon niia, nha
Tay Son da duge thanh 1ap it ra tdm nim, thé ma lang xa con chua “thong
ché& do quan dién, chiing t6 ché& dd van chua dugc 4n dinh rdé rang nhu triéu
Nguyén vé sau.

Trong dip nghién ctiu vé Nguyén Thiép, Hoang Xuan Han ciing da phat
hién dugc mot s6 vian ban cé déong dau Triéu Puong chi dn nay, so liéu kich
¢ do Nguyén Cong Viét cung cap la 11,3x11,3cm, chénh léch véi s6 ligu ctia
ching t6i chit it, chic chi vi cach thic, dung cu do dac va chat liéu gidy (co
dan). Vin ban thd nhat 1a to “truyén” khoang 100 chit, d& S¢rp fi4EE P A+
' H Quang Trung ngi nién nhudn tu nguyét thdp ti nhdt (ngay 14 thang
Tu nhuian nam Quang Trung thd nam, tic ngay 13/6/1792), néi dung trach
La Son Phu T ¢ Vién Sung Chinh dich sach khong kip tién d9. Vin ban
thtt hai ciing 1a to “truyén™® dé e HAEN A#IEEH Quang Trung ngi nién
luc nguyét so tu nhdt (ngdy mong 4 thang Sau nam Quang Trung thd nim,
tic ngay 22/7/1792), noi dung vé viéc giuc Vién truéng Vién Sung Chinh
Nguyén Khai Xuyén (tic La Son Phu T Nguyén Thiép) va cdc vién Han
Lam Nguyén Cong, Nguyén Thién, Phan T6 DPinh va Bui Duong Lich (déu
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la nhitng nha Nho xi& Nghé) dich va giai ba bd kinh Thi, Thu va Dich trong
ba thang phai xong. Hai vian ban nay c6 déng d4u kiém vudng nhé khic
hai chit trién “/NE tiéu dn” (van ban cha chung to6i khong c¢6 ddu 4n nay,
nhung c6 ddu 4n kiém hinh bau duc tuong d6i 16n). Nhan dau Triéu Puong
chi dn nay, Nguyén Coéng Viét viét: “Bdn “truyén” da cho ta thdy duoc to
chic chinh quyén thoi Quang Trung, chi yéu la nhiing vdn quan tai gidi
thay mdt vua gidi quyét nhiing vin dé heé trong, ra mét s van bdn chi dinh.
Té chiic nay gidng nhu to chic Dinh than (hay Céng déng) & thoi Nguyén
so sau nay. Quang Trung da thu phuc va st dung dugc nhiéu van than tai
gioil nhu Ngo Thi Nhdm, Phan H uy Ich... ho da thay mdt Quang Trung gLaL
quyét nhzeu viéc quan trong vé doz noi cung nhu déi ngoai. An déu Triéu
duong chi én ciing khéng phdi la n ddu ctia mét to chiic, mot co quan riéng
biét nao trong chinh quyén Quang Trung va phdi chdng mé hinh dn ddu
Dinh thén chi dn, Cong déng chi dn véi chic ndng tuong tu ¢ thoi Nguyén
so sau nay cé nhiéu diém tuong déng”.® Ping 1a “c6 nhiéu diém tuong dong”
gitta Triéu Duong chi dn v6i Cong Pong chi én va Pinh Thén chi én, nhung
thuc ra, ddy khong phai 1a mot sang tao rieng cua vua Quang Trung trong
chinh tri-hanh chanh, béi vi Triéu Du(mg cua vua Quang Trung ra doi nam
1789, trong ldc Cong Pong cia Nguyén Phic Anh duge thanh 1ap ngay khi
ong mdéi chiém dugc Gia Pinh nam 1787, truéc khi Nguyen Hué 1én ngoi
nhiing hai nam.

Coéng Dong chi an

Nguyén khi vira khoi phuc duge dat Gia
Dinh, Nguyén Phtc Anh bat dau lap mot
triéu dmh don gidn, gdm sau bod va vai co
quan khéc, dén thang Ta4m ndm Pinh Mui
(1787), ong “ddat thu Céng Pong lam noi
cdc quan vdn vé hoi nghi. Pham theo chi
vua ma truyén thi va sai phdi déu xung la
Céng Dong (6n khdc bon chi “Thiém ngén
doan hiép” in bdng muc”.® Thiém ngon
doan hiép %7 R nghia 1a “18i ban thém
déu hop nhau”. An nay hién khong con
d4au tich, vi gidy to trong thoi gian 4y chi
luu hénh ¢ Nam B9, ma trong thoi chinh
chién, tinh mang con nguvi con chua chic
da gitt dugec huong ho gié’y to. Khi c6 van
dé I6n ngoai khuon kho cta cac bd, thi cdc
dai than hop lai ban bac, két qua la mot
nghl quyét”, mot van ban dé thi hanh.
) ) o ~ Ché& do “Cong dong hoi nghi” thoi loan trd
Hinh dau Céng D6ng chi an va dau kiém  thanh ché d6 “Triéu dinh hoi nghi” thoi
Dong dan hiép cung trén an ban Dien binh. Thang Tu nam Quy Hgi Gi&i Long
ché quan cdp 18 nam Gia Long 3 (1804). : 3 LA 3

Nguén: Hom b lang Xuan Hoa, nay thudc 2 (1803), vua ban chiéu cho quan thani
phudng Huang Long, Tp Hué. (Anh LNL).  “Nuéc nha mdéi dinh yén, cong viéc con bé
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bon, ta mot ngay muodn viéc, so khéng thé chu tat duoc cd. Bon khanh déu la
nguoi gan gii, nén sdng sudt gang lam dé cé ich cho chinh tri. T nay, quan
vo tu thong ché, phé dé thong ché va phé tudng tré lén, quan vdn tu tham
tri tré lén, moi thdng ct bén ngay mong 1, méng 8, 15, 23 thi hop ban ¢ T4
Vu, pham nhiing viéc ma cdc ty khéng gidi quyét duoc, thi phdi ban nhau
ma xt dinh. Dén nhu su thé quan trong thi ciing chudc luong ban bac truée,
roi sau tdu xin quyét dinh”.¥ Thang Hai ndm Giap Ty (1804), vua Gia Long
lai “Péi dinh lé trieu dinh héi nghi. Quan vé ti phé tudng, phé do thong
ché, thong ché tré lén, quan vdn ti tham tri tré lén, hang thdng boén ngay
2,9, 16, 24 hop ban & Céong Thu Vo (sau la viéen Ta Pai Ldu). Pham viéc
quan trong cia cdc nha ma cdc quan phu trach khéng gidi quyét duoc, cdc
dn kién tung & cdc dia phuong xi chua ré lé, cung qudn dén cé oan khudt
kéu len thi héi dong xit dodn, roi sau tdu lén dé xin quyét dinh. Ngay héi
khi giot dong hé xuéng 12 khdc thi lui. Nguoi nao vdng mdt ma khéng cdo
thi cho hdc”.” Giong nhu mot thd quoc hoi thoi phong kién. K& ra dé ciing
1a mot thé ché “dan chd” trong hang quan lai! Tuy c¢6 quy dinh Cong Pong
chi hop mbi thang bén ngay, nhung néu gip nhiing vu viéc quan trong dot
xuat, vua c6 thé cho hop bat thudong.

Cong Thuy v, vua Minh Mang d6i goi 1a T4 Triéu Puong, dé doi véi
Hitu Triéu Puong 1a Cong Thu Van. Pén nam 1832, 6ng néi: “Tw trude dén
nay, triéu dinh ban viéc 6 Td Triéu Puong, ma nhan dan dén kién cdo &
kinh ciing nép don & ddy, ma Bé Hinh triung phat nhiing nguoi can pham
cing & ngay ddy. Nhu thé chdng la hén tap ldm u? Vay triéu duong la ché
trdm quan vao triéu va ban hop, cdc khanh nén ké ciu, tham khdo dién le,
cham chuéc sia lai, cho cé phan biét, méi hop thé thong trieu dinh”.® Dinh
than dé nghi déi hai nha T4 Hiu Triéu Pudng lam vién Ta Hitu Pai Lau, 18y
Ta Pai Lau lam noi hop ban cac viéc thuong ngay, con cac viéc co mat thi
hop ban ¢ T4 Hitu Vu dién Can Chinh. Pdng thoi, ba nha cia Hinh Bo, Do
Sat Vién va Pai Ly Tu goi riéeng 1a Tam Phap Ty, roi tim dit 1am dinh thu
¢ goc dong nam trong Kinh thanh (mo6t toa nha 3 gian 2 chai, méat ta, mat
hitu va mét sau déu xay tudong xung quanh) c6 tAm bién dé la “Cong Chinh
Duong”, ding tru6c nha nay vé bén ta, treo 1 cai trong goi 1a trong ding
van. Puac 4n bang bac (khic bén chit trién “Tam Phap Ty an”) ddu kiém
bang nga (khic ba chit trién “Tam Phap Ty”).

“Triéu dinh hoi nghi” (dinh nghi) thoi Gia Long khong rd t6 chic va
tién hanh cu thé& nhu thé& nao. Theo quan ché thoi c6, triéu dinh c6 mot vi
ding dau gidp vua diéu khién bach quan, goi 1a té tuéng, dén nha Nguyén
thi khong con nifa, nhiéu nguvi cho ring vi nha Nguyén dit ra 1& “td bat”
(bon khong),® trong dé c6 “B4t thiét té tuéng” (khong dit chic té tudng),
nhung ngay tir thoi Hau Lé, chic nay da bai bé.® Du vay, “Triéu dinh hoi
nghi” chic cling ¢6 chi toa 12 mot 6ng quan vira nhiéu tudi vira chic to1?
duge moi ngudi suy ton (nhu Pham Ping Hung, Poan Vian Trudng, Nguyén
Dinh Dic thoi Gia Long; Vit Xuan Can, Nguyén Cong Trid thoi Minh Mang;
Phan Thanh Gidn, Truong Pang Qué thoi Tu Duc), cédc ty vién, thu ky, va c6
an riéeng dé déng duéi cac van kién “nghi quyét” cia minh, d6 1a an Thiém
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ngén dodn hiép dic ndm 1787. Sau khi nhat thong son ha, cudoc dinh nghi
16n dau tién c6 anh hudng sudt ca triéu Nguyén la cudc hop ban vé thué
1& va sau d6 hop ban vé quan dién, két qua 12 hai tap 4n ban 2 &5 {7
Dién t6 sai du thué lé (Lé vé thué ruong dat va thué than) ban hanh ngay
11 théang 2 ndm Gia Long thi 2 (4/3/1803), 7 to (14 trang ké ca bia) va Hiil
Y4540 Dién ché qudn cdp lé (1é vé ché do rudng dat va an chia binh quan)
ban hanh ngay mong 7 thiang 4 ndm Gia Long thd 3 (15/5/1804), day 15 to
(30 trang, ké ca bia). Hién nay, mot s6 lang xa ¢ Thita Thién Hué con giir
dugce du hai tap 4y (Xuan Hoa, Quy Lai, Puc Buu...).

e e o = MQdi tap, loai gidy d6 dong biang
! | | 1 ‘ | "t khd rong gap doi thanh hai
i | .T,{E‘ 4 | trangcd 19,5 x 31,5cm, ¢6 dong
| RN S s B % 8o | khung va l\{é 0 doc phan 7 dong,
I e e :‘;'rf[ o . & % % i+ Kkhung vién hai dudng ngoai
:'I o O e g 5:-;,-!_. I wy |4 @ .= = dam trong ménh, chii khdc
. ' G Frgee 5 & E :-H_'. ché}p phgo‘ng o rang. Trang
i % N T w | = 12 | cudl dé nién dai, dong dau son
% b 1 L F&* T hinh vudng, mép trén sat dudi

Al a0 B8 TUE :%E i | chit “nguyét”, ¢ 9,6 x 9,6cm,

K it b N oA . z

| & |57 1L dLIo’n~g g0 vien dgy 1,2cm, khac
| Y x 4 chit trién 2 [/ 2 ) Cong Dong

| i chi én, chia hai dong, dong hai

chii, nét dam 0,3cm, don gian,

35 dé nhan nhung manh mé, chic
'.ﬁ* chin (hai nhanh vudng cta chit

“chi” xuat phat hoi chénh nhau,

nhéanh bén phai cao hon nhanh
bén trai mot chat). Nhu vay, day
12 4n méi, dugc duac tir thang Ba
nam Nham Tuat (1802), khi vira
khoi phuc kinh d6 Hué, chua dat
nién hiéu. Sach Thuc luc chép
rd 1a “duc lai 4n Céng Pong”,
chtt khong phai ddc lan dau
tien,™ khac véi an ct Thiéem

- - ngon dodan hiép va khic rdo bon
Mot trang &n ban Dién ché quén cap I nam Gia Long chit Cong Déng chi én, c6 1& dé
3 (1?04). Nguén: Hom ‘bé Iéng XuAé,m Hoa, nay thuéc “chinh danh”. Nhiing van ban
phudng Huong Long, thanh phd Hué. nay con c6 mot dau vudng nhd
khac bon chit trién R 1#4s Déng ddan hiép cung (hay % hiep thdi?). Pong
dan la nhiing nguoi cing lam quan véi nhau."? Pay 1a hai vin ban quan trong
chi phoi ché do rudng dat va quan lai sudt triéu Nguyén.

Trong xa hoi 14y néong nghiép lam nén kinh t& co ban thi hai vin kién
nay vo cung quan trong, do vua Gia Long chi dao, nhung thanh tuu la do tri
thic tap thé, vi vay ching chida dung mot gia tri rat cao trong ché do quan
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T3 cha khong chi vé chinh tri,
kinh t€, ma con vé nhan
dao, van hoéa nita. Cach lam
viéc cia Cong Pong nhu thé
nay qua la “uu viét” trong
khuoén kho ché& do quan chd,
méc du cudi cung hoang dé
van nim quyén “phi quyét”,
nhung su that, vua chi “phu
quyét” hay “diéu chinh” mot
vai chi tiét khong dang ké
truéc khi ra van ban tuyén

| . b6.'® Vi thé&, t6 chic nay
h}fﬁ’; et van duge duy tri suét trieu
S S Nguyén, chi thay doi tén goi
Td chting chi clia Ngd Kim Lan ngay mong 9 thang 11 ndm  va dau 4n. Pén gan cudi thoi
Miph Mang thi 16 £28/12/‘1 835). ’Nglqén: Ho Ngé 7Ié1ng Thé Minh Mang, dau Céng Bang
Lai Thugng, nay thudc phudng Phu Hiép, Tp Hué. (Anh LNL) chi én van con duoc SU dung,
nhu trén to ching chi cia Ngo Kim Lan. To ching chi nay ciing viét trén
gidy do6 tot, kich thuée 58x41,5cm nhu nhiing t& chiéu khéc cia 6ng, phan
chinh vin 7 dong, chit tuong d6i 16n, dé doc; dong thd tu chd hai chit “ct
hién” déng mot dau kiém vudng c¢d 3x3cm, dudng go vién day 0,1cm, khic
bon chit trién nét manh [ i#4s Pong ddn hiép cung (cung lam quan véi
nhau thi déu c¢é su hoa hop kinh trong nhau), chia hai dong, dong hai chi;
du6i chit cudi cuing dong thi 7 ciing déng dau 4y. Lac khodn ghi B} #4 b 4E
s H#IEAH Minh Mang thdp luc nién thdp nhdt nguyét so ciiu nhdt (ngay
moéng 9 thang 11 ndm Minh Mang thid 16, duong lich 28/12/1835), déng dau
AR Z B Cong DPong chi dn, mép trén de sat dudi chit “4F nien”. D6 1a quy
cach déng 4n do vua Minh Mang dinh ra.®¥

Pinh Than chi an

Nam 1836, nhan dip khéanh tiét, vua lai ban du ra on cho Ngé Kim
Lan, d6i gidang hai cdp thanh chi gidang mot cdp va dinh than lai viét to
bang, dé BlmAEE T H#EEH Minh Mang thdap thdt nién ngii nguyét so ti
nhdt (ngdy mong 4 thang Nam nam Minh Mang thi 17 (15/6/1836), nhung
bay gio da déng khuon dau khéc, kich ¢ nhu cii, bon chit trién khéc trén
mét 12 £ F 2 B Dinh Thén chi dn, chia hai dong, dong 2 chit, nét day 0,2cm,
trong chinh van van dung ddu kiém ct Pong dan hiép cung. Nguyén vao
thang Chap mua dong nam At Mui (1835, nhung da an sang 1836),” nhan
dip sai khic quéa 4n ngoc Hoang dé chi ti, vua Minh Mang sai ddc ludon qua
Dinh Thén chi dn, kém chi du: “T'w trude dén nay, cdc viéc dinh nghi déu
dung dn Cong Dong, nghi hai chit Cong DPong cdc nha ciing cé thé thong
dung duogc, nhung vdn nghia dé xem ra chua duoc phéan biét cho ldm, nay
chudn doi lam dn DPinh Thén. Nha hiu ty chiéu ngay kiéu mdu, chon ngay
tot dic lai. Poi dén ndm sau ngay khai dn bdt dau st dung, pham cé dinh
than nghi tdu va thi hanh cdc viéc thi ldy ma dung, con én Céng Pong trude
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day thi héi déong dé tieu hiy”.® Piung l1a danh xung “Cong Péng” dugc dat
khi co d6 su nghiép chua cé gi, chi mét nhim quan lai § Gia Dinh ching
kh4c may v6i mot nha mon khi cad nude thong nhat, dén bay gio (thoi Minh
Mang) né khong phan 4nh ding quy md méi nita, nén can bé di, thay bang
danh xung “Pinh Than” va ddc ludn an méi, dé “nhitng khi dinh thén cé
nghi tdu thi hanh céng viéc thi dung”.'” Tiu day vé sau, bé han dau Cong
Dong chi ¢n.™®

Chiéc trong dang vin

Nhan day ciing xin nhéc lai cau chuyén ba Nguyén Thi Tén véi tiéng
trong diang van. Trong 16i du thanh 14p “Triéu dinh hoi nghi” cha vua Gia
Long nam 1804 da dan c6 cau: “Cdc dn kién tung & cdc dia phuong xi chua
ro le, cung qudn dan cé oan khudt kéu lén thi hoi dong xi dodn, roi sau
tdu lén dé xin quyét dinh”. Vé sau, vua Minh Mang e rang ngudi dan “thap
c6 bé miéng”, 1am sao kéu oan thau triéu dinh dugc, nén cho thiét k& mot
chiéc trong 16n, dem treo 1én & Tam Phédp Ty va xudng chiéu ai c¢6 diéu oan
khuat thi dén danh lén, vua sé& cho triéu dinh nghi x{, néu xét ra ding thi
dugc minh oan, néu khong thi tri toi, d& tranh chuyén kéu oan bia bai lam
mat thi gio. Chiéc trong 4y dugc goi la “trong dang van” (danh 1én dé moi
ngudi nghe thay), treo 6 Cong Chinh Puong.

Vao thoi Tu Buc, Bui Hiiu Nghia (1807-1872), trude tén la Bui Quang
Nghia, hiéu Nghi Chi, ngudi thon Long Tuyén, pht Vinh Binh, tran Vinh
Thanh (nay 14 Can Tho), xuat than trong mot gia dinh ngu dan. Thoi tré,
ong hoc v6i cu D6 Hoanh ¢ Bién Hba, néi_tiéng “hay chi”, thi Huong d6
ngay giai nguyén truong Gia DPinh khoa At Mui, Minh Mang 16 (1835),
duong thoi goi 1a “tha khoa Nghia”, nhung lai héng thi Hoi. Tuy vay, 6ng
ciing ra lam quan, dén chic Tri phti Phuéec Long, nhung réi bi giang Tri
huyén Tra Vinh (tinh Long Hd). Vi tinh cuong truc, dam déi dau véi ké
quyén thé&, nén quan trén khong ua, thuong tim cdch ham hai. Cé 1an, nong
dan kién mot tén cudong hao tham lam, cung véi tén Hoa thuong bao chiém
hét ruéong dat, ong xti cho dan thing cudc, tén 4y nho c6 Hoa thuong 14m
tién cda, “di clta sau” 1én cac quan phi, ho lién vu cdo 6ng xui dan néi loan,
bat giam vao nguc va xti 4n chém, lam céng vén tu vé triéu xin phé chuén.
Ba Bui, tén Nguyén Thi Ton 1a mot ngudi vo hién ding muc, theo ghe bau
14n 16i ra kinh, tim dén tu dinh Lai Bo Thugng thu Phan Thanh Gién trinh
bay su thé. Phan khuyén ba nén danh trong ding vin kéu oan cho chong.
Vua Tu Bic giao cho triéu dinh nghi x{. Truong hgp ba Ton vi 1a ngudi qué
ngoai clia vua, nén céc quan phai lam viéc chu ddo va cé phan uu 4i. Ba ké
rd chuyén quan dia phuong che chd cho bon cuong hao va li Hoa thuong bic
hiép dan, viéc chong minh bi ching tu thit vu cdo. K&t qua, triéu dinh xét an
x4, nhung Bui phai “tién quan hiéu luc” d6i sang ngach vd, di coi don Vinh
Thong. Thai hau ho Pham® ciing qué Nam B9, nghe c6 nguvi dong huong
dam chiu vt v4 minh oan cho chong, rdt cdm thuong, sai goi dua ba vao
ndi cung an i, réi ban cho tdm bién cham bén chit Liét phu khd gia (ngudi
vo diing cdm dang khen). Ba Bui lai theo ghe bau xudi nam, ntia duong, vi
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hanh trinh lao nhoc, bi bénh mat, thi hai ché vé qué. Bui Hitu Nghia phai
thi hanh 4n, dang & noi “hiéu luc” khong thé truc tiép lo viéc ma chay, cdm
kich thuong x6t, khéc vo bing mot cau doi Nom va mot cau doi Han. Cau
Nom rang:

Dé@t chdng phdi chong, dem géi thit xuong sao ddng!
Troi ma mdt v, thi xem gan ruét man rang?@®

Cau do6i Han nhu sau:

Tz 2N RE M B R 2 S 0 68 A N5 A RIS L R N 2 fe

W28 AT Z SE AT ZEIL 1 FER TR AR

Phién am:

Ngad chi ban khanh ndng déc trg, ngd chi oan khanh ndng déc minh,
trieu qudan céng xung khanh thi phu;

Khanh chi benh nga bat ddc dudng, khanh chi ti nga bt ddc tding,
glang son ung tiéu ngd phi phu!

Tam dich:
Khi t6 ngheéo minh riéng gidp d&, khi t6 toi minh riéng kéu oan, triéu
quan déu khen minh dang vo;

Lic minh bénh té ching chidm nom, lic minh di t6 ching chéon cat,
giang son cuoi ché té ma chong!®@V

Ngoai ra, bai van t&€ vg clia 6ng cling c6 cau nhic lai viéc nay:

Noi kinh quéc mdy hoi trong dong, bién bach nay oan no tc, ding hién
luong mdt thdy thdy dau long;

Chén tinh duong mét tiéng hét vang, hdn hoi lé chinh loi nghiém, li
bing ddng tai nghe déu mdt via.

Bui Hitu Nghia chdn cdnh lam quan, xin tif chic, lui vé nha day hoc
¢ Binh Thuy, cung nha Nho Phan Van Tri xuéng hoa. Nam 1868, 6ng c¢6
tham gia phong trao chéng Phdp (1am tham muu cho nghia quin) va mat
nam 1872. Ngoai mot so tho va vin té&, ong c6 soan vé tuong Kim Thach ky
duyén rat noi tiéng.

O Hué ciing ¢6 chuyén dénh trong kéu oan nhu thé. Theo tap truyén
clia ngudi Hoa kiéu & pho Gia Hoi, thi nam 1851, nhiing nguoi Hoa kiéu tai
day va Quang Nam ru nhau xin phép vé thim qué nha bén Trung Qudc, két
hop ché hang budon ban. Khong ngo quan quan tuan bién ching héi han gi,
chin lai giét ngudi cudp cla, lai con tau lén triéu dinh dé xin thuéng cong
tri giac. Mot tén trong s6 ho nha gan pho Gia Hoi, khi vé nghi, nhan &n
nhau cing ban be, khong tién tra, cAm chiéc nhan cho chi quan. Chang
may cho hin, v¢ mot nguoi mat tich nhan ra (vi méit nhin c6 khic tén
chong ba), ben vao thanh d4nh trong kéu oan. Vua Tu Dic sai tra xét, tén
ay phai nhan toi va khai ra hét su tinh. Vu 4n nay, sach Dai Nam thuc luc
c6 chép ro rang, chi tiét.
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Nguyén mua he nidm Tu BPudc 4 (1851), Chuéng vé Pham Xich, Lang
trung Ton That Thiéu quan suit thuyén Bing Poan di tuan bién, tau trinh
gip ba chiéc thuyén giéc ¢ hai phan Quang Nam - Quang Ngii, ho bén ban
chim mot chiéc, mot chiéc chay tron vé dong, con mot chiéc hu hai ning;
quan quan 4p sat giét hét do6 dang khoang 70-80 tén, dua thuyén vé dao
Chiém Dit neo lai, xin triéu dinh ban thuéng. Vua Tu DPic xem td tau, thay
gidc nhiéu thé sao lai khdng cu yéu 6t, dé dang bi tiéu diét, sinh nghi hoic,
sai quan Bo Binh di kham xét. Vién doi truéng trong vé Tuyén Phong la
Tran Huyu thd nhén rang ngay 18 thiang 5 ndm Tan Hoi (17/6/1851), thuyén
quan dau & clta bién Thi Nai, dugc tin c¢6 ba chiéc thuyén la ngoai hai phan
ddo Thanh Dit. Pham Xich chéng héi 4t giap gi, dudi theo bén, khong gép su
khéng cu nao; ching chi mdt muc bé chay vé huéng dong. Khi Xich 4p gan
mot chiéc, bin mot phat, thi thuyén 4y cudn budm, 33 ngudi téi thuyén quan
trinh thé, néi 1a nha budén & phé Thira Thién xin vé tham qué (Trung Qudc)
va da dugc cdp phép, lai c6 quen biét véi Ton That Thiéu. Nhung Thiéu lai
sai bat chém hét; Xich cling sai bon sudt doi Duong Cu dem 76 ngudi con
lai trén thuyén giét ludn, ném xdc xudng bién. Quan B Binh cho ring bon
Xich giét can dé cudp cua, lai mao xung cong lao, tdu vua giao cho Tam Phap
Ty tra xét. An thanh, Th1eu 1a cht muu, bi déi theo ho me (Péng), cung Xich
déu xt toi lang tri, vg con phai phat ph01 Duong Cu xU tdi trdm quyét, Tran
Huu biét tha, dlIQ’C tha. Vua Tu Dtec tic gian, phé chuidn ngay ban an.

Ba Ton ciing nhu vg ngudi Hoa kiéu d4nh trong ding vén 6 Tam Phap
Ty. Xua phédp dinh, § ta ciing nhu 6 Tau, ké cd nha mon pht huyén, déu treo
mot chiéc trong “da dung” (tap trung linh 1é, c4p bdo tai hoa...), ngudi dan
c6 oan khuat muén kéu thi ct dén danh, d6 1a chuyén rat binh thudng, pho
bién, xem cac bo phim Bao Cong x{ 4n thi biét. Khi nghe tiéng trong, chua
linh truc gdc phdi chay ra, chu’a biét phai trai thé nao, cling quat cho nguvi
danh tréng may roi “thi uy”, r6i méi dan vao trinh quan. Quan thdm van
giai quyet ngay; néu viéc quan trong qué stc minh thi lam to chuyén noi vu
1én c4p trén, cho dén tan triéu dinh. Cé khi vuot cdp, ké kéu oan 1én thang
Tam Phép Ty danh trong (nhung chdng may khi xay ra, vi dau phai 1a viéc
dé dang). Vua sai Tam Phap Ty hoi véi dinh than tra xét nghi x{, roi tau
lén vua quyét dinh. Qu4 trinh xét xt binh thudng cta toa nay dugc quy dinh
rat chit ché ké tir thoi Minh Mang:

“Pham thdan déan & trong kinh va ngoai cdc tinh ai c¢6 oan khudt thi
dua don (don kéu oan phdi cé6 1 bdan chinh va 1 bdn phu, duy khi té cdo bi
mdt vé viéc phdn nghich quan trong va nhiing viéc cé quan hé deén loi hai
thi mdi cho lam mét ban tdu phong kin lai). Hoi dong nhdn don cu chiéu ly
ban xu, réi héi ham lam thanh tdp tdu déng lén. Sau khi duoc chi, viéc nao
quan hé dén nha nao, thi chép dua cho nha @y lam theo. Khi tiép duoc to tadu
phong kin, thi ldp tiuc ddang trinh, khong duoc tu tién phdt di. Con nhing
ngay khdc, méi noi cdt mot thubc vien déu thay phién thuong truc, néu co
nguoi than ddn nao cé to tdu phong kin té viéc bi mdt hodc su viéc thdt can
kip khdn thiét khong thé doi dén nhat ky nhdn don thi cho bdt ky lic nao
ciing duoc ddnh tréng ddng vdn, dua don kéu. Nguoi thuong truc nhdn ldy
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don dy, mot mat dem nguoi kéu dy giao cho linh thii ho coi git, mot mdt
trinh léen Cong Chinh Duong. Con to trang phong kin dy cing lap tic duoc
déang trinh. Cdc don khdc thi truée hét tom tdt lai chép thanh phién dé tdu
biét, roi phdi theo ly ban ky doi chi sé xi tri nghiém ngdt (...). Lai nita, ti
nay pham viéc dn nao nén do trieu dinh xét héi, thi dinh than téi nha Cong
Chinh Puong dy hoi lai xét héi...”.??

Theo Ton That Binh, Tam Phap Ty 1a “Tam toa ci, hién la co quan
tinh 1y, & phia déng Pai noi, gan ciia Thuong Tu”.?® That ra khong phai.
Sudt thoi gian triéu Nguyén tir nam 1840 dén cudc phan cong chong Phép
nim 1885, vi tri 4y 1a noi toa lac ciia chua Gidec Hoang.?* Mot s6 bac ky cuu
thi cho rang Tam Phap Ty déng & chd bay gio 1a Truong Poan Thi Piém
ciing chua chinh xdc. Sach Thuc luc da cho biét Cong Chinh Pudng & géc
déong nam trong Kinh thanh, nhung khong phai “Tam Toa”,?® ¢6 1& trén
vung dat Trudng Tran Quoc Todn hién nay hay xa hon vé phia dong chit
it. Con dia danh “Tam Toa” xudt hién mudn, sau khi chuia Gidc Hoang bi
triet ha, thay bang Vién Co Mat, co quan lam viéc cha sdu bd va nha Bao
tang Kinh t€. Cau “trong rung Tam Toa” trong bai ca dao Hué sau day vi
vay khong phai 1a céi trong ctia Tam Phép Ty, vi ldc nay da c6 cau Truong
Tién, nhung Tam Phap Ty da mat:

Dét Thia Thién dén hién canh lich,

Non xanh nudc bich, dién ngoc dén rong.

Thdp bdy tung, Thdanh miéu, chua Ong,

Chuoéng khua Diéu Pé, trong rung Tam Toa.

Cau Truong Tién sdu nhip bdc qua,

Td Thanh Long, httu Bach Hé6 doi khdch Gu ca thdi binh.

Nhu vay, trong diang van khong phai 1a cdi trong binh thudng, ma la
cdi trong dic biét cta vua danh cho dan kéu oan. Cong Chinh Puong tiép
nhan va dinh than nghi x{ theo chi vua, khéac véi trong cha cac phap dinh
binh thuong. Sdng kién dat ra trong 4y 1a mot sdng kién hay, ching t6 su
quan tam cha cdp trén ddi véi than phan “sau kién” cia tang 16p dué6i. Thoi
hién dai khong can dén loai trong 4y nita, ai c6 oan tc thi “d6i don” di khiéu
kién khép cac cdp, tir tinh dén trung uong, c6 khi dén hang chuc nam troi
(vi “clta” no dun sang ctia kia), van dé 1a & chd dugc quan tAm gidi quyét hay
khong ma thoi!

LNL
CHU THICH

(1) T truyén nay chuyén kém t& chiéu clia vua Quang Trung mang cung ndi dung dé ngay
moéng 1 thang Sau nam Quang Trung thi 5 (19/7/1792), khong lau truée khi vua bang. Xem
Hoang Xuén Han, La, Son Phu Td, Minh Tan, Paris, 1952 , tr. 150-154.

(2) Nguyén Cong Viét. An chuong Viét Nam tu thé ky XV dén cudi thé ky XIX, Nxb Khoa hoc xa
hoi, Ha Noi, 2005, tr. 255-256.

(3) Quéc St Quan triéu Nguyén. DBai Nam thuc luc, ban dich, Vién S hoc, Nxb Gido duc (tai
ban), 2004, tap 1, tr. 235.

(4) Quéc SU Quan triéu Nguyén. ONTL, sdd, tap 1, tr. 559-560.

(5) Quéc St Quan triéu Nguyén. ANTL, sdd, tap 1, tr. 627.
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(12)
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(14)

(15)
(16)

(17)
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Quéc SU Quan triéu Nguyén. ONTL, sdd, tap 3, tr. 334.

Pinh than nha Nguyén c6 may cudc hop: 1) Hop dai triéu (mi thang hai 1an, vao ngay méng 1
va 15 am lich, tai dién Thai Hoa; vua ngu trén ngai, hoang tl va hoang than ciing du, bé quan
x&p hang dang biéu chic muing (ha bidu)). 2) Hop thudng triéu (mbi thang bén 1an, vao cac
ngay 5, 12, 20, 25, tai dién Can Chanh; vua ngu trén ngai, hoang tl, hoang than ciing du, cac
quan van ti ngil phdm, quan v& tii ti pham trd 1én, sau khi dang ha biéu, lan lugt dang ban tau
hay trinh bay céng viéc, vua nghe ky rdi ban quyét dinh. 3) Hop ban céng viéc thudng ngay (ba
quan déu du, tai vien Ta Dai Lau). 4) Hop ban coéng viéc cd mat (tai Ta va Hiiu Vu dién Céan
Chanh, chi mot s6 quan tham dy). Hoi nghi cong déng hay dinh than binh thudng ciing hop tai
vién T4 Dai Lau, con khi can tham gia xét xU cac vu an thi hop tai Céng Chinh Budéng.

TU bat: B4t 1ap hoang hau, bat phong déng cung, bat thiét té tudng, bat th( trang nguyén;
ngha la khéng lap ngdi hoang hau, khéng phong thai tli, khéng dat chic té tuéng, khong Iy
d6 trang nguyén.

Xem bai “V& I& “t& bat” cla triéu dinh nha Nguyé&n”, Tap chi Nghién ctiu va Phét trién, s& 3
nam 2006.

Vua Gia Long dung nghiép triéu Nguyén, thiét 1ap hé théng quan chtic, vua Minh Mang hoan
thién dan, cling phan I6n noi theo ddi Hong Dic (1470-1497), van vb déu chia lam chin béc,
ti thap 1&n cao (ctiu phdm - nhat phdm), méi bac cé hai I6p chanh va tong. Thdi Gia Long,
trén nhat phdm c6 céac chiic Téng Nhan pht Téng Nhan Iénh, Thai su, Thai pho, Thai bao
(van ciing nhu v8), chanh nhat pham cé cac chiic Tong Nhan phd ta hiiu téng chinh, Thi&u
su, Thi€u pho, Thi€u bao (van cling nhu vd), Chudng quan chudng phd sy, Chudng tugng
chinh, Thi trung dé théng ché&, Chudng dinh. Th&i Minh Mang, x6a bac trén nhat pham,
con chanh nhat phém, bén van c6 Can Chinh dién dai hoc si, Van Minh dién dai hoc si, Vo
Hién dién dai hoc si, Dong Céc dién dai hoc si; bén vé c6 Ngii quan dé théng phi dé théng
chudng phl su (5 quan: Trung, Tién, Hau, Ta, Hiiu). Nhung chdng qua dé la nhiing chiic
ham, khéng c6 nhiém vu va quyén han cu thé.

Quéc SU Quan triéu Nguyén. ONTL, sdd, tap 1, tr. 486.

Ban dich ODNTL ghi “Déng di”, chi “& di” khac chii “& dan” & phan trén; xem ddu &n trong
van ban thi rd rang la chii “dan”.

Nhu thang Sau ndm BDinh Hgi (1827), dat thém nhan vién cla cac huyén déng dan nhiéu
ruéng, vua Minh Mang “sai dinh than chon ngudi dé bé. Dén lic t& tau dang 1én, vua bao
Van Thu Phong: “Binh than la chan tay tai mat cua trdm, da dy cho tuyén ct, néu lai chuyén
git viée dinh doat thi héa ra doc dodan a?” Péu theo nhu tau” (DNTL, sdd, tap 2, tr. 637). Cai
khéo la dinh than luén do biét y clia vua, nén khong may khi di “chéch hudng”.

Thang Ba nam Nham Ngo (1822), vua Minh Mang b&o cac quan: “Pham déng &n tin la dé
dé phong gian déi, ngan cdm su thay déi. Xua nay, bat luan quéc bdo hay &n tin, phan nhiéu
déu déng ra bén canh la ngu y tén quan. Trdm nghf quéc bdo da déng & chii ndm nao, thi &n
tin cdc nha mén I6n nhé cho phép dudc ddng 1én chii thang nao, thé cing di phén biét tén
ti ma cé thé phong duoc céi té tdy x6a’. Nhan do, éng sai dinh than ban dinh diéu 1& dé thi
hanh: "Pham &n chuong quan phong va dé ky do quan cap thi déng lén chi thang nao cla
nién hiéu. Nhu viéc do hai ba nha hdi ban lam tép tdu thi ciing theo thu bédc trén dudi cla
cdc nha ma dong & bén ta hiu chid thang nao. Viéc riéng van ban hay riéng vé ban nghi tdu
thi déng &n quan phong vao noi ky tén & cudi gidy, réi dung &n Céng Béng ma doéng lén chir
thang nao ctda nién hiéu, theo nhu Ié dinh nghi’ (Quéc St Quan triéu Nguyén, ONTL, sdd, tap
2, tr. 194). Céach ghi nién dai cling dugc diéu chinh. Sach Thuc luc chép: Nam Nham Ngo,
Minh Ménh thi 2 (1822), mua déng, thang 11, “vua thdy tu truéc dén nay, cac sdc chuong
sd van thu cdc nha, chr nam thang ngay & ché nién hiéu déu dung chi don, sdc tu nay phai
dung kép (nhu chi nhat — phai viét &, chi nhi —. phai viét i) dé phong su thay dér (Quéc
St Quan triéu Nguyén, ODNTL, sdd, tap 2, tr. 245).

Cu thé la thang Chap nam At Mui nham ti ngay 30/12/1835 dén 28/1/1836.

No&i Céac triéu Nguyén. Khdm dinh Pai Nam héi dién su 18, ban dich, Vién St hoc, Nxb Thuan
Hoa, Hué, 1994, tap 6, tr. 308.

Quéc SU Quéan triéu Nguyén. ONTL, sdd, tap 4, tr. 822.

Nguyén Cong Viét giai thich Céng Déng chi &n 1a “&4n clia S Cong Dong. Phia dudi d&u
Céng Béng thudng c6 mét loat Quan phong nhé dai dién cho mdi bd hodc mot ca quan, binh
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chiing dugc di du hop” (sdd, tr. 368). Thuc ra khéng co cai goi la S6 Céng BPéng, ma cé thy
Cong Bong khi Nguyén Anh con & Gia Binh, dén sau khi vé Pha Xuan thi khéng con c6 thy
Coéng Déng niia, cac quan hop ngay tai Céng Thy V8, sau déi lam vién Ta Dai Lau. Thanh
phan hoi nghi cling chang c6 dai dién cac bd, cac co quan, ma gém chung céc dai than cao
cép trong triéu. Mi ban quyét dinh cla ca hoi nghi cling chi déng ddu Céng Déng chi &n
va d&u kiém Déng dan hiép cung, chung téi khdng thdy cé ddu quan phong hay dau céc co
quan kém theo, trii viéc vua giao riéng cho mot s8 ngudi lam, rdi chuyén van ban cho Céng
Dong duyét lai.

(19) Tuc ba Pham Thj Hang, con clia Buic quéc cong Pham Dang Hung, géc ngudi Go Cong, nay
thudc Tién Giang. Ba la ngudi phu nii sic sdo, théng minh va cé dtic do.

(20) Trong céac sach giai thoai van hoc, cau déi nay dugc ké lién quan dén Pham Nguyén Du
(1740-1786).

(21) Diban: Nga ban khanh nang tro, ngd oan khanh nang minh, triéu da giai xung khanh thi phu;
Khanh bénh ngd bét dubng, khanh tf nga bat tang, giang son ung tiéu nga phi phu (dich: TS
nghéo minh lo gilp, t6 oan minh lo kéu, chdom x6m déu khen minh dang vg; Minh dau té
chang thudc, minh chét t6 chang tang, non song then phan té lam chéng).

(22) Quéc SU Quan triéu Nguyén, ANTL, sdd, tap 3, tr. 334-335.

(23) Ton Thét Binh, “Minh oan cho chéng...”, bao Tin Hué, s 33, ngay 1-10/3/1987.

(24) Chua toa lac bén trong clia Béng Nam Kinh thanh (thudng goi la clia Thugng Tu) thubce
phudng Doan Hoa cii, do vua Minh Mang xay dung. Khu vuc nay xua la phl chinh - dé thanh
thai chua Nguyén Phuc Khoat (theo Bai Nam nhé&t théng chi), vua Gia Long I8y lam cung
danh cho ba Thuan Thién Cao Hoang hau va hoang tii Nguy&n Phiac BDam &; sau khi 1&n
ngdi vua Minh Mang vao cung Thanh Hoa, ban lai cho em la Thiéu Hoéa quan vuong Nguyén
Phuc Ché&n; ndm 1840 d&i chd d&t khac cho con trai Chén la cong ti Thién Khué dé dung
chuia Giac Hoang. Quy mé chuia kha I6n, cé dién Dai Hung (truéc), dién Dai B4o (sau), mbi
tda 3 gian 2 chai, Thién Budng (ta), Tinh Trai (hiiu), 1au H6 Phéap, nha tang, nha bép day da.
Vua Thiéu Tri x€p vao Than kinh nhj thdp cénh va c6 tha vinh Gidc Hoang phan ngd. Nam
1885, chua bi “cai dung” (vi giic Phap dong & dé 1am cho 6 ué va hu hdng) nén Phat tugng
va phéap khi chuyén ra chuia Diéu D&. D&n thdi Thanh Thai, triéu dinh triét giai hét cac kién
trdc cii, xay dung lai ba toa nha mdi, gitia lam vién Co Mat, tdoa bén ta dung cho nhan vién
cac bd lam viéc, toa bén hiiu dung lam Béo tang Kinh t&; ti d6 dan gian mdi goi 1a Tam Toa.

(25) Goila Tam Phap Ty, nhung ciing chi cé mot toa Cong Chinh Budng. Cé 1€ do do, dan gian
goi ndi xU an la “Ba tda quan I6n”.

TOM TAT

Dudi triéu Tay Son va triéu Nguyén, nha vua déu cho t6 chuic cac hoi déng bao gém céc
dai than than tin dé gilp triéu dinh giai quyét nhiing van dé quan trong vé déi noi cling nhu déi
ngoai. Cac hoi déng nay c6 cac con déu riéng dé dong vao cac van ban lién quan. Thai Tay Son

la d&u Triéu Puong chi &n, thdi Nguyén 1a ddu Céng Péng chi &n (sau d6i la Pinh Than chi &n).

Dac biét duéi thai Nguyén, ngoai viéc giai quyét cac van dé quan trong clia dat nudc, hoi déng

dai than con gilip nha vua xét xU cac vu kién tung kéo dai, cac vu an oan khuat khién ngusi dan

phéi dén kinh dé Hué danh trong kéu oan.

ABSTRACT
FROM THE SEALS OF THE COURT TO THE DRUMBEAT OF CLAIMING INNOCENCE

Under the Tay Son and Nguyén dynasties, kings often held councils including trustworthy
high-ranking mandarins to assist them in dometics and foreign affairs. These councils had their
own official seals for documents. Those types of seals were named Triéu dudng chi 4n (Seal of
the Courtroom) under the Tay Son dynasty and Céng déng chi dn (Seal of the Council), then
renamed Dinh than chi 4n (Seal of the Courtiers) during the Nguyén dynasty.

Especially under the Nguyén dynasty, in addition to solving important problems of the
country, the council also helped the king to judge prolonged litigations, or unjustly cases that
victims of the injustice went to the capital of Hué to beat drum of claiming innocence.



