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TRAO POI

MOT TRAM NAM CAI LUONG LA NAM NAQ?

Tran Nhat Vy*

Thang 12/1966, Truong Qubc gia Am nhac Sai Gon di t6 chirc Ky niém 50
nam thanh 1ap nghé thuét cai luong. Tai budi 1& ky niém nay, mot dién gia di khang
dinh chéc rang, cai luong ra doi nim 1916! Cudi ndm do, tap chi Tin van do nha
vin Nguyén Ngoc Lurong but danh Nguyén Nguyén ra sb dic biét, sé 13, dé “Ky
niém nira thé ky san khau cai lvong”! Vay cai luvong ra doi nim 1916?

Khong! Nha nghién ctru Vuong Hong Sén tung noi quy Vi mdc tinh mudn
ddt nam sanh cia cdi lwong vao ndm nao tiry y méi nguoi” (Vuong Hong Sén,
50 nam cai lwong, Ti sach Nam Chi Sai Gon, 1968, trang 18). Con nha nghién
ctru Nguyén Tuan Khanh lai trich Vuong Hong Sén thanh “Cdi lwong la dira con
khéng cha nén manh ai muén khai tén cha me va khai nam sanh thang dé lam sao
ciing dwoc” (Nguyén Tuan Khanh, Budc dweong ciia cdi rong, Vién Viét hoc USA,
2014, trang 5).

Va dé nghién ctru sdu thém véi didu kién méi, nam 1997, nhac si Kiéu Tan
trong luan an 1am tai Berlin, Ptc “Cay dan ghita phim 16m” di qua quyét “Pén
nam 1918, nghé thuat san khdu cdi lwong dwoc chinh thuc ra doi tai My Tho boi
gdnh hét thay Nam Tii cia Chdu Van Tii véi ve Kim Van Kiéu dau tién cia Truong
Duy Toan tw Manh Tu” (Kiéu Tén, “Cay dan ghita phim 16m”, Berlin, 1997, trang
29). R6i t6i naim 2007, Tudn Giang trong tac pham Lich sir cdi lirong phd bién trén
mang internet, to ra chic chin rang “Sw ra doi san khdu cai lirong, s6 déng cdc nha
nghién civu thong nhdt vao ngay 15-11-1918, hodc nam 1918 la ndm ra doi san
khau cdi lwong. C6 hai ¥ kién cho rang sdn khdu cdi eong ra doi nam 1919, sau
khi so sanh nhiéu nguén tw liéu téi dong tinh véi nhdn dinh ciia cdc nha nghién ciru
va gidi bdo chi Sai Gon ldy nam 1918 xudt hién nghé thudt cdi hrong. Ngweoi dau
tién triwong bién hiéu “hdt cdi eong” 1a ban ca kich cia éng Chéau Vin Ti, ong
luyén tip hai vo: Kiéu Nguyet Nga va Kim Van Kiéu, nhwng khi céng dién chon
vé Kim Vién Kiéu. Nguoi ddu tién, phdt minh ra tro dién carabé la ¢6 Ba Pdc. Téc
gza ddu tién ciia tro dién carabé c6 tinh cdi lu’O’ng la ong pho Muoi Hai."V Tac gza
ddu tién c6 vé dién cai lwong dién tron tic pham Kim Vin Kiéu, ba dém méi hét
la ong Truong Duy Toan™. (http.://vanchuongviet.org/index.php?comp=tacpham&
action=detail&id=16404).

Gan day nhét, trén bao Thanh nién, dao dién Hong Dung, con gai cia NSND
Nam Chau, Pho Chu tich thuong truc Hoi San khau Thanh phé H6 Chi Minh,

*  Thanh phd H6 Chi Minh.
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giang vién Truong Cao dang Vin hoa Nghé thuat Thanh phd HO Chi Minh, ciing
khang dinh: “Riéng téi biét thi Kim Van Kiéu ciia éng Triwong Duy Todn méi la vor
cdi lwong dau tién. Lic d6 dang thinh hanh ca ra b, éng Truwong Duy Todn viét
nhiéu 16p riéng 1é cho nghé si ca, roi sau 6ng ghép cdc 16p lai véi nhau, bé cuc
lai chdt ché, thanh ra mot tuong”. (https://thanhnien.vn/van-hoa/cai-luong-qua-1-
the-ky-buoi-dau-cai-cach-hat-ca-theo-tien-bo-948148.html).

Du rang hai 6ng Kiéu Tan va Tuén Giang khong c6 chimg minh nao cho su
khang dinh cta minh nhung thoi diém, tudng, tac gia nhu hai 6ng ndi da duge da
s6 ngudi trong nghé chiu! Ca ba Hong Dung cung Vay, chi n61 miéng ma khong
c6 gi ching minh. Va hinh nhu hién nay c6 mot s6 t6 chirc, ca nhan dang ruc rich
chuan bi ky niém 100 nam cai luong.

Xin thua véi cac vi, nhiing diéu ma quy vi xac dinh 1a hoan toan trat 14t! Boi
nam 1918, thiy Nam Ta chua c6 ganh hat ma chi méi cét rap chiéu phim; ong
Truong Duy Toan chua dugc thoat 4n “an tri” con bi bo chan & Can Tho va tudng
Kim Vin Kiéu d3 c6 bai ca vong 0. Theo tai liéu ciia S& Van hoa, Thé thao va Du
lich Bac Liéu thi “bdn Da cé hodi lang duoc ong (Cao Van chu) sang tac nam
1919” (Vong mdi ban Da cé hodi lang, S& Vin hoa, Thé thao va Du lich Bac Liéu,
2008, trang 7). Da c¢é hoai lang sau nay duoc goi 1a ban vong cb.

Trude hét vé thiy Nam Ta:

Thay Nam T tén that 1a Chau Van Ta, con goi 13 Pierre T vi c6 qudc tich
Phép, sanh nam 1878, 1a nguoi xa Vinh Kim, huyén Chau Thanh, tinh My Tho.
Ong timg di Phap va rat say mé ca nhac. Nam 1918, ng xay mot rap chiéu bong
bén hong chg My Tho tén Cinéma Palace (nay 1a rap Tién Giang), duoc dan chiing
goi 14 rap thay Nam Ta. Nam 1922, sau khi sang lai ganh hat ctia thay Nam Than
tirc André Than & Sa Péc, thiy Nam Ta mai 1ap ganh hat thay Nam T va sira sang
lai rap chiéu bong ctia minh dé 1am noi dién cai luong thudng truc.

Ganh hat thay Nam Ta biéu dién 1an dau & Sai Gon vao ngay 11/11/1922
tai rap Modern (doc 1a rap M6 Dec, sau nay 1a rap xi né Lé Loi) s6 212 duodng
Espagne (L& Thanh Tén). Sau d6, ganh hat thdy Nam T hang tuan dién & rap thay
Niam T & My Tho ba dém va ba dém con lai dién ¢ rap Eden Cho Lén (sau nay
1a rap xi né€ Victory L€ Ngoc). Hoat dong t&1 ndm 1928 thi ra ganh tai Cai Be, My
Tho. Thay Nam TG dugc ghi nhan c6 cong 16n trong viéc phd bién cai lwong qua
dia hat Pathé c6 hinh con ga trong véi 10i gido dau “Pdy la ban hdt cdi lwong ciia
thay Nam Tii & tai My Tho, ca cho hdng dia Pathé phono nghe choi”.

L& ra nén ghi cong cho thdy Nam Tt mot diéu nita, d6 14 ganh hat ciia ong
dd dua 1én san khau tudng hat dau tién “co ban vong cb hoai lang” 13 tudng Kim
Vin Kiéu.
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Viéng, cho téi nay t6i chwa tim thay tudng cai lwong nao trudc Kim Vin Kiéu
c¢6 ban “Da c6 hoai lang”. Xin trich vai doan trong tuéng Kiéu du Thanh minh.
Tay Van: ca vong co hoai lang
Nay loi em khuyén dut,
Chi ché chéc tham deo sau.
Ma di nghi - suy co - cau.
Cho hao ton tinh - than.

Tay Kiéu:
Vi em chang suy nén lam. Niém riéng twéng théi xot da.
Than nguoi la than ta. Nay thdy nguoi nam dé réi sau...
Nay hong - nhan tir thug. ROi sau ndy biét ta thé nao?

Trong cdi déu bac mang chira ai? X6t chung phdn ma dao...

Bai ca vong cb va ca khuc Tay Marseillaise trong tudng Kiéu du Thanh minh.

Vi nhitng bai ca c¢b nay, chic chan Kim Vén Kiéu phai ra doi sau ndm 1919
hodc 1920, thoi diém bai ca nay dugc 6ng Cao Van Lau cho ra doi.

Nha nghién ciru Vwong Hong Sén trong 50 ndm cdi liwong con ghi rd “may
budi dién ctia ganh hat thay Nam Ta & My Tho 1én Sai Gon hat tai rap Modern
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cinéma ¢ dudng d’Espagne s6 212 “dém thir bay 11 va chiia nhut 12 Novembre
1922. Hat cdi heong tuong Kim Van Kiéu. Hat hai hoi. Hoi thir nhirt Tiy Kiéu du
Thanh minh ngo Kim Trong. Hoi thir nhi-Kiéu nit mai than ciru phu... Tuan téi
ngay thir bay 18 va chiia nhiet 19 Novembre 1922 sé hat tuong Kim Van Kiéu tiép
theo: Hoi thir ba Kiéu nhdp thanh ldu va thir tw Hoan Tho ghen bat Tiy Kiéu”
(Vuong Hong Sén, sach da dan, trang 226-227).

Tudng Kim Vin Kiéu ma toi c6 trong tay do nha in Salgon Nguyen Van Viét
in vao thang 3/1926 thi Kim Vén Kiéu 13 tuong cai luong gom 3 tuong, moi tuong
c6 7 man voi 65 bai ca va 4 bai thi (tho). Mubn coi hét Kim Vin Kiéu thi phai ton
ba dém dién!

Ai la tac gia tudng Kim Vin Kiéu?
Lau nay, nhiéu ngudi cho rang, tic gia tudng Kim Vin Kiéu 1a 6ng Manh Tu
Truong Duy Todn. Xin xem lai hanh trang 6ng Manh Tu.

Truong Duy Toan (1885-1957) 1a mot nha cach mang, mdt nha van, mgt nha
bao tir ddu thé ky 20, timg di nhiéu noi trén thé gisi va la thu ky ctia Ky Ngoai
Hau Cuong Dé. Nam 1913, 6ng bi mat xuat canh sang Thuong Hai rdi sau d6 cling
Cuong Dé sang Paris. Tai ddy 6ng da bi Phap bat giam dén nam 1916, rdi bi dua
vé an tri & Nhon Ai, Phong Dién (Can Tho). Pén nim 1919, nhd Tran Chanh Chiéu
va Nguyén Vin Cuia can thiép ong méi duoc thong tha va trd lai nghé bao. Xin luu
¥, chii nha in ong Huyén Nguyén Vin Cua thoi diém nay (1919) 1a nguoi rat c6
thé Iyc & Nam Ky. Ong 14 chii nha in Union néi tiéng, chii t& Nam Trung nhuyt béo,
Cht tich Hoi B4o chwong Nam Ky va 1a cha ctia mot si quan Phap, Nguyén Vin
Xuan, ¢ cong trang trong Chién tranh Thé gidi 1an I; ngudi sau nay lam Thu tuéng
Chinh phu Nam Ky tu tri. Vi thé luc éiy, viéc can thi¢p mdt “can pham chéanh tri”
vbn 14 nha vin c6 tiéng, nha bao tré lai nghé ciling 1a viéc khong khé lam.

Cai kho & day 1a 1am thé nao trong thoi gian bi quan ché & Phong Dién ong
Toan c6 thé lam “thay tudng” cho ganh hat thay Nam T vao niam 19182 C6 thé
trong thoi gian & Phong Dién ong c6 viét mot s6 bai ban ca tai tir goi cho ganh hat
xiéc ctia 6ng André Lé Vin Than (con goi 1a thdy Nam Théan) & Sa Péc. Song viée
ngdi sau canh ga dé lam thiy tudng thi... Xua cac ganh hat thuong khong co dao
dién, mot tudng hat 1én san dién, thi tac gia thuong kiém dao dién ngdi sau canh ga
dé chi dao cho dién vién dién xudt tir khi tip tudng cho t&i luc ra mat khan gia. Kim
Van Kiéu néu ding 1 ctia Truong Duy Toan thi ong phai ngdi sau canh ga, ma thoi
diém nay o6ng 1a chanh tri pham bi quan thiic & Phong Pién 1am sao c6 mit & My
Tho dé lam thay tudng duoc? Gia du ong co di dugc di nira, thi 4t han “linh kin”
(cong an, mat tham) ciing phai lang vang quanh rap. Nguoi 1am in xua nay von ky
may nhan vat nay. Budn ban, hat xuéng ma cong an, mat tham lang vang thi ai dam
v6 mua, ai dam vo coi? Va di nhién my 6ng bau ganh hat ciing khong dam moi.
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Tac gia cua tuong Kim Van Kiéu ma ching t01 co trong tay l1a 6ng Truong
Quan Tién, mot nha béo thoi dy, sau chuyén sang viét tudng cai luong Hién nay
t6i chua 13 tiéu str 6ng nay, chi biét ong 1a nha bao, qué ¢ Bién Hoa, dong huong
v6i1 nha van Binh Nguyén Loc.

Bia tudng Hoan Tho tréc Kiéu. Bia tudng Kiéu ngé Tir Hai.
Nhu vay c6 thé néi rang, tudng cai lwong “c6 ban vong cd dau tién” 1a Kim
Van Kiéu cia tac gia Truong Quan Tién do ganh hat thay Nam Tu dién buoi dau
tién & rap Modern sau chg Sai Gon vao thang 11/1922.

Nhu vay cai luong ra doi khi nao? Thé nao 1a mot tudng cai lwong?

Trude hét xin néi vé hai chit “cai luong”.

Cai luong trudce tién duoc cac chinh tri gia, cic nha bao thoi dy dung dé phé
phan cac chinh sach thay do6i ntra vo1i, thay déi chut chat cia chinh quyén thuc
dan. Lan 1an hai chit nay tr thanh quen miéng d6i voi dan chang khi thay cai gi
d6 co thay d6i nhung khong thay d6i hoan toan. Bio Luc Tinh tdn van so ra ngay
9/3/1923 c6 bai “Tinh trang cai luong cua ngudi minh” cua Trung Truc viét “Pang
budi phong trdo thay cil lam maoi, cadi tzeng cai lrong xudt hién & xir minh, nghe ra
mot ngay mot co vo vo cung, trong dén bat cir la lam nhitng viéc gi déu mwon hai
tiéng cdi lwong bia vao dé nghe cho dep!”. Nghé thuat cai lwong di “chiém” hai
chir cai lvong khi cac ganh hat “cai luong” ra doi.

Thué 4y trude ap luc ciia ngudi thudng thire nghé thuat san khau doi hoi phai
co cai gi d6 mdi hon hat boi, ca tai tir trong phong tra, la hon kich Tay thi cac san
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khau cai luong ra doi. Tudng tich thi gan voi ngudi Viét (hat boi da sé tudng tich
Tau, kich thi tudng Tay hodc néi toan tiéng Tay), trang tri sdn khau nhu hat boi, an
mac binh thuong, c6 thoai (néi) giéng kich Tay lai c6 ca nhu ca tai tir c6 ra bd (goi
1a carabau = ca ra bd), c6 hat nhac T4y, gian nhac thi ém 4i hon khong am 1 nhu
hat boi va khong dung nhiéu bo gb, 11 thoai thi gan voi doi séng khong pha qua
nhiéu chit Han kho hiéu. Céc tudng hat nhu vay goi 13 tudng cai luvong. Tl nim
1922 tré di thi cai luong c6 thém bai ca Vong cé hodi lang viét theo nhip bai Da ¢
hodi lang ctia Cao Van Lau. Bai ca nay khac han v6i nhitng bai ca khac cta nhac
tai tir 1a c6 thé thé hién du cac trang thai clia nhan vat chd khong nhu bai ca tai tir.
Chinh vi vay cac tudng cai lwong c¢6 bai ca vong cd nhanh chéng duoc khan gia ua
chudng va ciing gitp cho cai luong phét 1én nhanh chong cudi thap nién 1920 va
cac thap nién sau do.

Nam 1916, c6 phong trao “cai luong hat boi”
tirc phong trao chin hung lai nghé thuat hat boi
dang chét dan. Nguoi dimg dau phong trao nay
1a nha bao Luong Khic Ninh. Khéng chi ¢6 v
bang miéng (dién thuyét), ding bao Luc Tinh
tdn van va Néng c6 min dam, ma 6ng Ninh con
1ap ludn ganh “cai lwong hat bdi” thuong duoc
goi 1a ganh Bau Ninh dién thuong truc tai rap
Cau Mubi, duong HO Vian Nga (nay 1a duong
Lé& Thi Hong Gim).

Ciing vao thoi diém éy, tai Long Xuyén, Hoi
Khuyén hoc Long Xuyén d3 thanh 14p nhém
“Cai luong kich xa” dé dién thoai kich hodc hi
kich. Ngay 14/7/1917, nhom Cai luong kich xa
da dua tudng Vi nghia quén nha bang hai tht
tiéng Viét Phap do Pbc phu Lé Quang Liém
va Péc pha H6 Vin Trung (tén that cua nha
van Ho Biéu Chanh) hop soan, 1én san dién tai

Tudng Vi nghia quén nha. Long Xuyén. Tudng di tao duoc tiéng vang
nén nhém Cai lwong kich xa dugc moi 1én Sai Gon dién tai rap hat bong Eden®
vao hai ngay 11 va 12/9/1917, rdi sau d6 di dién & GO Vap va mot vai noi khac.
Nha bao Nguyén Chanh Sat viét trén Nong c¢6 min dam ngay 6/9/1917: “Bén qudn
xin nhdc cho liét vi ré rang ban hdat Cai lwong nay toan la mdy thdy trong héi
khuyén van tinh Long Xuyén lam tuéng, déu la nguoi cé hoc thire, ché chang phai
nhie hdt bgi Annam ma chiing ta xem thwong tw thuc dén nay daw”. (Nguyén Tuan
Khanh, sach di dan, trang 88).
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Dén nim 1918, dudi sy ¢d vd cua Toan quyén Dong Duong Albert Sarrault,
gi6i tri thirc nhan si cua Sai Gon va Nam Ky dé t6 chirc mot cudc hat cai luong
nham quyén gop gitp ngudi Phap tai thiét sau Thé chién thi 1. Cudc hat nay do Hoi
Bao chu(mg Nam Ky (tuong tuw Ho1 Nha bao hi¢n nay) dung ra van dong vo1 nguoi
dung dau 1 ong Nguyén Vian Cuia, huyén ham, chi nha in, Tong 1y Nam Ti rung nhut
bao va 1a Chu tich Hoi Bao chuong Nam Ky. Tudng cai lwong hat boi biéu dién 1a
tudng Phdp Viét nhitt gia do hai nha bao Pang Thuc Liéng va Nguyén Vién Kiéu
hop soan. Dién vién ciing hau hét 14 nha bao nhu Nguyén Vién Kiéu (chi but Nam
Trung nhut bdo) vai Vé R6 (Ba Pa Loc), Nguyén Chanh Sit (chu bat bao Nong
c6 min dam) vai Lé Vian Duyét, Ho Vian Trung, chu nhiém tap chi Pai Viét, vai Ly
trudng, Nguyén Kim Dinh (cha bat Cong ludn bdo) vai dan lang. Nhac cong thi co
Ky Quon (Tran Quang Quon) toa 4n Vinh Long, Ky Hiép, nghiép chi Sai Gon, Cao
Quynh Cu, tho ky hang xe Itra, Ba Théo, nghié€p chi My Tho... Vi ¢6 su ung h cua
Albert Sarrault nén dan ching goi nhém hat nay 13 “ganh hat Bau R6”. Budi dién
dau tién vao dém 20/10/1918 tai nha hat Tay (nha hat thanh phé hién nay), qua dém
21/10 dién tai rap Eden trong Chg Lén, dém 22/10 dién 6 rap Hoi dong Ngan trong
GO Vép. Sau d6, ganh hat di di Luc tinh biéu dién cho dén hét thang 11/1918 mdi ra.

Nam 1919, tai Sa béc, 6ng L& Van Than con goi la André Than hoac théy
Nam Théan nguyén 1 “co tau” (kiém soat vién tau be), vi mé nghé thuat nén moi
mot sb ngudi trong hoi Sadec Amis 1ap mot ganh hat xiéc 1dy tén Sa Péc Tam
Chon Ban, sau d6 d6i thanh Tan Nam Viét, con goi la Cirque Jeune Annam, dan
chung quen goi 14 ganh hat xiéc thdy Nam Than. Ganh nay trinh dién 1an dau tai
Sa Béc vao thang 8/1918 vdi cac tiét muc hat bong, hat xi¢c, 4o thuat, don ca va
chung buom budm. Chung budém budm 1a mia theo kiéu Tay phuwong, dién vién
mic 40 lua mong cé théu kim tuyén.

Sau mot thoi gian dién ganh cia André Than duoc goi 1a ganh “hat xiéc cai
luong” vi c6 mdt so bai ban ca ra bd do ong Truong Duy Todn viét.

Tir nam 1921 tré di thi dd c6 nhidu ganh hat ra doi nhu thang 8/1921 ganh
Tan Thinh ra doi ¢ rap BO Rét (dudng Yersin hién nay), thang 9/1921 ganh Vin Hi
Ban khai truong O mot rap trén du:ong Go Cong Cho Lén. Roi sau d6 1a Tap ich
Ban, Tan ich Ban, Ky Lan Ban, Dong Bao Nam... Tat nhién c6 nhiéu ganh hat thi
c6 canh tranh. Vi khong c6 rap, phai dau tu nhiéu vé trang phuc va trang thiét bi va
c6 thé ca tudng méi nira, nén André Than coi nhu pha san. Ong da cho ri ganh sau
budi dién ngay 19/3/1922 tai rap Modern duong Espagne. S6 dao kép ctua André
Than d3 duoc sang lai cho thiy Nam Ta dé 14p ganh hat thdy Nam Tu.

Nhu vay c6 thé néi rang, nhitng gi dugc viét gan day vé lich sir cai luong con
nhiéu 1am 1an, thiéu chinh x4c. Va viéc chon mét tiéu chi “cai luong” dé ky niém
100 nam cai luong 1a chua co.
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Néu chon ky niém cai luong 1 luc c6 doan hat hodc vo dién dau tién thi thoi
diém la nam 1917, thoi diém ra doi tuong Vi nghia quén nha cua nhom Cai luong
kich xa & Sa Péc, nam nay da qua 100 nam. Néu ti€u chi chon ganh hat ra do1 dau
tién thi phai 1a ganh cua thay Nam Than ra do1 nam 1919. Hoac chon tudng c6 bai
ca vong co thi phai chon Kim Vin Kiéu ciia ganh thay Nam T thi 1a nam 1922, tlrc
1a t61 nam 2022 sap toi.

Viéc 1dy nim 1918 13 thiéu co so va hoan toan khong trang véi lich si.

TNV
CHU THICH

(1) Tén that 1a Téng Hiru Dinh, ngwdi Vinh Long.
(2) Luc Ay rap Eden & Sai Gon chuyén chiéu phim, con rap Eden trong Cho Lén thwédng dién
ca nhac kich.

TOM TAT

Hién nay, mét s& nha nghién ctru cho réng thi diém ra doi clia san khau cai lwong 1a vao
nam 1918, gan v&i sw kién tudng cai lwong Kim Van Kiéu cia soan gid Trwong Duy Toan dwoc
cong dién lan dAu tién tai rap thay Nam Ta & My Tho.

Téc gia bai viét nay cho réng, nhirng gi dwoc viét gan day vé lich st cai lwong con nhiéu
nham Ian, thiéu chinh xac. Va viéc chon mét tiéu chi dé ky niém 100 n&m cai lwong la can phai
xem xét lai.

Néu chon ky niém cai lwong 1a ltc cé doan hat hodc vé dién dau tién thi thoi diém 1a ndm
1917, thoi diém ra doi vé tudng Vi nghia quén nha cta nhém Cai lwong kich xa & Sa Déc. Néu
tiéu chi chon ganh hat ra doi dAu tién thi phai la ganh cla théy Nam Than ra d&i nam 1919. Hoac
chon tudng cé bai ca vong cb thi phai chon v& Kim Van Kiéu cia ganh thdy Nam Ta dién nam
1922. Viéc chon ndm 1918 nhw hién nay la thiéu co s& va hoan toan khéng ddng vdi lich sir.

ABSTRACT
WHAT YEAR IS THE ONE HUNDRED YEARS OF CAl LWUONG (REFORMED THEATRE)?

At present, some researchers believe that Cai lwong (Reformed theatre) was born in 1918,
which is associated with the occasion when Kim Van Kiéu play by composer Trwong Duy Toan
was first performed at artist Nam TuU’s theater in My Tho.

The author of this article thinks that what has been written recently about the history of Cai
lwong is much confused and inaccurate. And the selection of a criterion to celebrate the 100"
anniversary of Cai lwong needs to be reconsidered.

If we choose to celebrate the birth of Cai lwong at the time when the first troup or first Cai
lwong play came into being, the time is the year 1917, when Vi nghia quén nha play was first
performed by Cai lwong and Drama Group in Sa Déc. If the birth of the first Cai lwong troupe is
chosen as a criterian, it is artist Nam Than’s troupe, which was established in the year 1919. Or
if a play with "Vong cé" (Nostagia for the past) songs is chosen as a criterian, Kim Van Kiéu play
performed by artist Nam Td’s troupe in 1922 must be chosen. The choosing of the year 1918 as
it is today is groundless and not in conformity with history.
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