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DAT NUOC - NHAN VAT

TAM NHIN VE THAT SON:
MOT MO HINH HAI TAC DUNG

Vinh Thong’
1. Pit van dé

Trong cong cudc khai pha Nam Bo ctia nguoi Viét, ving d6i niii That Son -
An Giang luon duoc xem 13 “dat dir”, cuc ky kho khan dé chinh phyc. Ay vay ma
viéc khai pha Thét Son lai khéi dau va co hiéu qua tur hoat dong cua mdt ton gido
thong qua nhan quan siu sic cta vi gido chi. D6 chinh 1a dao Biru Son Ky Huong
ctia Ptrc Phat Thay Tay An Poan Minh Huyén.

Pao Biru Son Ky Huong 14 ton gido ndi sinh dau tién & Nam Ky, ra doi nim
1849. Nguoi sang 1ap 1 6ng Poan Vin Huyén (1807 - 1856), sau xudt gia voi phap
danh Minh Huyén - Phap Tang theo bai ké truyén thira ctia chi phai Lam Té dong
dao Bon Nguon, nén ngudi doi sau goi 1a Poan Minh Huyén, ton xung 1a Dtrc Phat
Thay Tay An. Khoang nim 1847 - 1849, quanh ving Hau Giang xay ra dich bénh,
ong di nhiéu noi tri bénh va khuyén moi nguoi tu hanh. Bj triéu dinh nghi 14 “gian
dao si”, ho budc ong dén chua Tay An (Nui Sam - nay thudc thanh phé Chau Péc,
tinh An Giang) xudt gia. Tai ddy, ong tiép tuc tri bénh va phd truyén gido 1y.

Dao cua 6ng day Tt an: an t tién cha me, an dat nudc, 4n Tam bao, an déng
bao nhan loai. Tu hanh khdng trong hinh thire, khong tung kinh, khong bai tri hinh
tuong ma chi tho tran diéu (tim vai do) twong trung v vi thanh tinh. Tin dd 13 cu si
tai gia, co thé lap gia dinh, vira 1am an vira tu hanh. Chu truong ctia 6ng khong ngdi
cho déc dao ma phai lam lung phuc vu cudc séng, khong xuét thé ma nhap thé.

Gi4o chii dao Biru Son Ky Huong 14 mot trong sé it 61 nhitng ngudi dau tién
¢6 tAm nhin sdu rong vé gia tri ctia That Son. Ong da cung tin ¢ cia minh t6 chic
cudc khai khin véi quy mé 16n ddu tién trén vang dat nay, 1ap thanh lang x6m va
quy tu dan cu dén sinh song déng duc. Trong bdi canh thé ky XIX, dat An Giang
con 13 noi hoang hoa, vi tu si ho Poan di khong chi thé hién vai trd 14 nha truyén
gido c6 strc anh huong 10n vé mit tinh than, ma con 1a nha dinh dién c6 d6i mat
nhay bén, c6 kha ning to chirc cong tac khan hoang bang mot mo hinh dic biét
mang lai hai tdc dung 16n.

*  An Giang.
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2. Tam nhin vé viing Thit Son

That Son 1a viing dat ban son dia, dia hinh d6i nti 16m chém xen giita dong
bang, ngdy nay nam trén dia ban hai huyén Tinh Bién va Tri Ton cua tinh An
Giang. Goi la That Son nhung ky thuc c6 dén hang chuc ngon. Con s bay chi 13
biéu trung mang tinh tdm linh va dén nay cac nha nghién ciru van con tranh luan
v6i nhiéu ly giai khac nhau. Tuy nhién, trong tam thirc dan gian Nam Bo, bay ngon
nui thiéng duoc mic dinh 1a NGi Két (Anh Vi Son), nai Dai Nam Giéng (Ngii
Ho6 Son), Nti Cam (Thién Cam Son), Nui Dai (Ngoa Long Son), Nuai T6 (Phung
Hoang Son), Nti Tugng (Lién Hoa Son) va Nui Nudc (Thuy Dai Son).

Puwdng vao vung Théi Son (trai) va Nui Két hién nay. Anh: Vinh Théng.

Ngay nay, That Son 1a ving c6 nhiéu tiém nang phat trién. Noi ddy c6 nguon
khoang san doi dao, hé dong thuc vat phong pht véi nhiéu loai quy, nhiéu duoc
thao gia tri. Ngoai khai thac tu nhién, ngu(n dan vung Bay Ni con trong lta rudng
trén (lua kho ¢ ruong chan nu1) v6i nhiéu loai gao ngon, tréng cdy an qua budn ban
khap dong bang. Pic biét, thé manh hang dau cua noi day 1a du lich, mdi nam thu
hut hang tri€u lugt khach, mot ph'?m vi 1a ving nui hiém hoi & chau thd d@)ng béng
song Ctru Long, mot phan vi cac t6n gido ban dia da khodac 1én cho That Son 16p
40 huyén bi dé tré thanh “linh dia” xa Nam Ky.

Tuy nhién, d6 chi la nhitng thé manh hién nay. Tro lai boi canh thé ky XVIII
- XIX, trong qué trinh luu dan vao Nam khai phd, ving dat An Giang khong phai
1a lya chon uu tién ctia ho. Bdi An Giang c6 hai dia hinh chinh: mét 1a dong bang
triing thap (né dia) ngdp nudc kho canh tac, hai 1a ving ban son dia rimg thiéng
nuoc doc cling khong 1a noi thich hop 1ap nghié€p. Trong khi do, khu vuc ha chau
tho Ctru Long nhu Tién Giang, Bén Tre, Vinh Long... dat dai mau mé, trong lta
hay cdy trai déu hiéu qua, nhimg luu dan dén som di chon ving nay. Nhirng luu
dan dén tré hon, danh phai dat vé nhitng ving kho khin nhu An Giang.

Nhung dac biét, hiém ai dam bén mang dén That Son. Mai dén nira cudi thé
ky XIX, That Son van 1a ving lam son chuéng khi. Thién nhién khong wu dii con
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ngu(n khi moi phu:ong dién trong doi séng sinh hoat déu rat kho khin: han han,
thiéu nude, thiéu luong thuc, tha dit.. Day cung 1a khu vuc bién gidi, nhiéu lan bi
quan Xiém tan cong vao thoi chua Nguyen va dau triéu Nguyén, nhin chung tinh
hinh rét bat 6n. Nguoi dén That Son budi iy da phan 1a nhitng hang ngudi cé biét:
tu pham thi hanh an day ra bién ai, cao nhan an si lanh doi, luc 1am thao khau chon
1am ban doanh dé xung hing xung ba...

Vi vay, dua nguoi nong dan dén khan hoang That Son trong hoan canh d6 1a
viéc 1am tao bao. Viéc lam 4y lai bat ngudn tir ton gido. Dudi 1a cd tén gido, ong
dao Poan Minh Huyén rao giang thuyét Tan thé, ving That Son 13 thanh dia t6
chtrc hoi Long Hoa dé 14p doi méi Thuong nguon, kéu goi tin d6 quy tu vé thanh
dia sinh song va tu hanh cho ngay “doi doi”. Khong chi truyén ba 10i tién tri nhu
thé, 6ng con cu thé hoa thong qua hanh dong thue té. Nam 1851, dng cung cac dé
tir dén khai pha dudi chan Nu1 Ket bién mng hoang thanh dong ruong, lap nhu’ng
co s& ton gido, gom tin dO vé sdng quiy quin cung nhau dé dan dan phat trién
thanh lang x6m.

Tién phong trong khai khan That Son chinh 14 tin @ cua dao Biru Son Ky
Huong, diéu d6 phan nao ching t6 tim nhin ctia vi gido chit ho Poan vé ving “linh
dia” nay. Mic khac, vao thoi diém bay gid c6 18 chi c6 sirc manh tim linh cta ton
gido va mo hinh t6 chirc ddc thu ton gido, méi di tao cho nguoi n6ng dan noi luc
du’orng dau voi moi kho khin trong hanh trinh chinh phuc ving “dat dir”. D6 1a mo
hinh t6 chirc cong dong két hop giita dao va doi mang tén: Trai rudng.

3. Mgt mé hinh hai tac dung
3.1. Xay dung doi song vit chit

Bit ngudn tir chu truong cta Phat Thay TAy An 1a tu hanh khong phai sudt
ngay chi gd md tung kinh ma con phai lao dong, két hop véi thuc té tin d6 Biu
Son Ky Huong 1a cu si tai gia, co gia dinh va phai 1am an dé phuc vu doi song.
Tir d6, m6 hinh trai ruéng da duoc t6 chtrc phtt hop dé ngudi tin dd vira co thé tu
hanh nhung ciing khong vi 1oi ich ban than ma quén di cong ddng xa hoi. Di nhién
tu hanh 13 diéu c6t yéu ma tén gido ndo cling xem trong, nhung ddi véi Biru Son
Ky Huong thi 1am lung khong duoc tach roi khoi tu hanh. Trong cac tac pham sam
giang con truyén lai, ta thdy cha truong ctia Phat Thay van la: “Viéc chang lam
than than rang khé / Ciia ¢ doi ai ¢6 cho khéng” [Gide mé]. Noi cach khac, Biru
Son Ky Huong khong dung dudng cho su biéng nhac trong lao dong.

Y thirc dugc ¢ an cu méi lac nghiép, nhu 6ng ba ta xua nay ludn day thé.
Sau khi tién hanh khai khan dat hoang, tin do tiép tuc bat tay vao canh tac rudng
réy, v&1 mong moi xay dung cudc séng méi 6n dinh, 4m no. Mic khac, vung Théat
Son bubi dé xung quanh 14 rirng nai hoang so, duge mé ta 1a noi: “Hué twoi trude
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mat thom tho nyc / Thu dit bén minh nha nhon choi” [Gidac mé]. Noi con ngudi
phai d61 mdt vd1 muon van trac trd nhu the, néu khong tu canh tac thi ai s€ chu cap
cho cudc song cua minh? Ho s& khong c6 gi ngoai hai ban tay trang.

O trai rudng, nhitng tin 46 sdng quiy quan ciing nhau, ban ngay ciing ra dong
cay cdy, ban dém vé lo tu hanh. Pimg trudc ca mot ving rimg ram hoang vu, con
nguoi lai phai d6i pho v6i khi hau khic nghiét, thi dit, bénh tat.. ., vay ma chi véi
cong cu thd so va quan trong hon hét 1a sttc manh chinh d6i tay minh, ho di phan
dau khong ngimg. Két qua 1 sau mot nam khai khan, nam 1852 hai ngoi lang chinh
thtrc hinh thanh véi tén Xuan Son va Hung Théi (ndm 1890 sép nhap thanh Théi
Son, nay thuc huyén Tinh Bién, tinh An Giang). Nguyén Vin Hau [2006:125] cho
rang: “Nguoi ta thdy nép song gan véi thién nhién ndy rdt thi vi va thodt tuc, nén
vui long theo dudi mdi céng viéc”. Qua vy, nép sdng dé duoc ho thi vi hoa tré nén
thoat tuc nhu sim giang Gidc mé viét: “Khat thoi uong nwée Tao Khé / Péi an ma
phan® t6i vé canh tan” [Gidc mé).

Nhu Phat Thay day, dd dén véi thanh dia “Btru Son” thi phai bén chi ca vé

dao lan doi:
“Sdt mai da trong thira cong
Biru Son da t6i tay khéng dé vé
Déc mét long Ién non dao giéng
Kéo loi pham dem tiéng thi phi”
[Gidc mé]

Lén non ddo giéng phai chang mang hai ham nghia, c6 lién quan dén cong
cudc khai khan Théi Son cua tin @6 Biru Son Ky Huong? Mot mat, chi tiét tim
ngudn nudc trén nii 13 sy vi von cho nhing khé khan cua ngudi tu hanh. Nhung
mat khac n6 cling rat thuc té, boi trai rudng nam trén vung dat ddi nui, cao réo nén
khé can, thiéu nude, ngudi dan phai dao giéng tim ngudn nudc. Minh ching 13
hién nay & chuia Phudc Pién (trén phan dét trai rudng xua) van con giéng nudc cua
Phat Thay Tay An.

3.2. Xdy dwng doi séng tinh than

Khong chi kién tri ving dat méi, tu si ho Poan con chi ¥ dén viée xdy dung
con nguo1 moi trén vung dat dé. Viéc lao dong ¢ chon hiém tré nhu sy thir thach
nguoi tin dd trong qua trinh tu tap: dem Iura thir vang. Boi tr thuc tién cudc sé)ng la
1Am & noi vira khai pha, budc ngudi tin d6 phai chuan bi cho minh mot tim thé méi.
“Con duwong di vao Théi Son la con dwong ddy hiém tré thi chdc rang nhitng ngueoi
khéng cé tam dao khéng khi nao di dén” [Vuong Kim va Pao Hung, 1953:48].

*  Ma phan: com mudi ving. VT.
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Trude hét, v6i tu cach 1a nguoi nong dan di khai pha, 16i séng & trai rudng
phai dé cao cong dong, tap thé. Pé ton tai va tu tdp ¢ vung dat la, ho phai doan
két gitip dd nhau: “Diu dan nhau diém t6 céng qud / Phdi thdt tinh véi ca chung
quanh” [Muoi diéu khuyén tu]. Nhung vé6i tu cach 1a tin d6 t6n gido, ho con phai
budng bo tham san si: “Khdng ham nhitng chuyén ménh méng / Viea no, dit am, déo
bong ma chi” [Muwoi diéu khuyén tu]. Néu Tran Nhan Tong timg day “Séng tran
vui dao phdi tiy duyén” (nguyén van “Cu tran lac dao tha tiry duyén” trong bai tho
“Cu tran lac dao™) thi tin d6 Biru Son Ky Huong phai thé, gitta lao dong va tu hanh
phai dugc két hop hai hoa trong tinh than tiéu dao:

“Khi ranh viéc d&ng sau cho bua

Pem sdam kinh tw cia thay ban

Hoc cho thong thudc doi hang

Ngdm nga trong luc thanh nhan ban khoan™.
[Mueoi diéu khuyén tu]

Khong hé bat ép niang né ma chi hoc thudc doi hang, ciing chiang thyuc hién
nghi 1& rudm ra cao siéu ma chi “ngdm nga trong lic thanh nhan ban khodn”,
chang phai song trin vui dao hay sao? Theo Dang Thé Dai [2008] “/o coi chinh su
sinh hoat binh thuwong dy la tu hanh, ldy ngay doi song binh thiong lam doi song
tu hanh, va vi vy, moi hanh xir trong doi song déu la tu, phdi hanh xi theo tinh
than ciia dao Phdr”.

Quan niém séng vo vi, thuan tu nhién cua triét hoc Lio - Trang bang bac
trong tu tuong Biru Son Ky Huong. Pung trude thién nhién khic nghiét, tin dd
khong nan 1ong ma van co thé ung dung: “Gidy cd t6i lui troi ddt réng / Ao sen xdi
xat niii séng dai” [Gide mé]. Pugc nhu thé, tam hon ngudi tu hanh phai thoat khoi
nhimng tac dong ctia ngoai canh: “Mot tam lIong nhan may sdc trdang / Tram dwong
tuc loi nwée mau xanh” [Gide mé]. RS chang phai thoat tuc dé sao?

Tam thé d6, ta con nhiéu 1an bét gip trong cac tic pham sam giang ctua Buu
Son Ky Huong. Nhung dang chu ¥ hon cé 1a, n6 thdm chi da vuogt ra khoi kinh
giang va giao Iy mot ton gido, nang thanh 16i song cong dong. Pinh lang 1a thiét
ché vin hoa cong dong mang ddm diu 4n Nho gido, viy ma ¢ mit tién dinh Théi
Son lai ¢6 doi 1ién ddi vuot thoat tu tuong Khong - Manh: “Qudn phi quan, than
phi than, quén than giai cong lac / Phu phi phu, tir phi tik, phy tir thi dong hoan”.

Vén dé rén luyén con ngudi trén ving dat That Son van con duoc nhic dén
kha 4n ¥ sau thoi ky khai ph4, trong bo tac pham Kim ¢6 ky quan cua 6ng Nguyén
Vian Théi - mot vi tu si ndi danh thudc thé hé tha ba cta dao Biru Son Ky Huong:
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“Bé nao hoi thi That Son
Biét rang quan tur tiéu nhon vuong tron”

Phai ching 4n ¥ rang mudn “kiém tra” dao duc cta ngudi tin do thi phai dua
dén vung kho khan nhu That Son?

Dinh Théi Son (tréi) va chua Théi Son. Anh Vinh Théng.

4. Két qua va nhan dinh

Ong Vuong Thong, ciing 1a tin 6 Biru Son Ky Huong thudc thé hé thir ba, c6
viét bai vé Thit Son vao sau khi Théi Son da duoc khai khan hon ntra thé ky. Qua
d6, c6 thé thay cong sirc cua tin dd Biru Son Ky Huong bo ra da thu duoc nhiing
thanh qua déng ké, ving doi nui tré nén sung tic nhanh chéng dudi ban tay cia
nhitng nguoi biét sdng va tu tap theo gido Iy Phat Thay:

“Xudan Son, Hung Thoi, Nhon Hoa
Ba lang thién ha nguwoi ta vay vay
Pua nhau cuéc dat trong cdy
Vdi Phdt cing Thay da ¢ lam dn

[..]

Nam thanh nir tu vui thay
Cho' thoi buén ban toi ngay khéng tan
Khai kinh, don 9, dd'p dang
Thirong hé qua lai ca ngan vé ra

[...]
Téc xanh chi nhitng bac dau
Ban buon twr thién gitr cau tu tri
Thué xuwa thdy cuu c6 ghi
Ngay sau Bay Nui vinh vi doi doi
Danh thom c6 bau Ky Huong
O cho dao dirc bon phirong phuc tiing
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Tich hién dirng cé tich hung
Tich nhon, tich nghia, tich trung, tich lanh”.

[Dan lai tir Nguyén Van Hau va Dat Si, 1955: 307]

Danh hi¢u ton gido Biru Son Ky Huong du ra doi tir ndm 1849, trude khi ho
dén khai khan That Son nim 1851, nhung theo nhiéu nha nghién ctru thi né 6 lién
quan dén That Son. “Biru Son” 14 ndi bau, sé& téa ra “Ky Huong” 1a mui huong la.
Nuti bau toa mui thom phai ching 14 qua trinh lao dong cua tin d6 voi doi sdng thoat
tuc va cong hién, trai qua bao gian kho da dom hoa két trai trén ving dét thiéng?

Rao giang thuyét Tén thé, vung Thét Son 1a thanh dia din ra hoi Long Hoa,
1ap doi moi Thuong nguon. .. déu 13 nhitng tién dé dé tré thanh dong luc chin hung
Phat gido, mot su sang tao cua Phat Thay Tay An [Vinh Thong, 2012:67]. Gom dan
vé viing xa x6i héo lanh, khai pha dat hoang dé canh tac va sinh song, 1a mot kiéu
dinh dién cta thoi dai méi, hét st khéo 1é0. Chu truong khuyén khich dinh cu va
canh tac trén ving dat khic nghiét, khong chi lam thay doi doi séng & noi d6, ma
con budc ngudi tin do rén luyén strc khoe, biét chiu dung khé khan, thich nghi dé
t6n tai, nhung trén hét van 1a rén luyén tdm hon, nuodi dudng dao dirc ciia nguoi tu
hanh. Vay thi doi méi Thuong nguon & dau xa, néu khong phai 1a mot doi séng thé
tuc sung tic va mot doi song tim hon an lac?

Nha cai cach ton gido Phap Tang thién su, hay Pic Phat Thay Ty An gido
chu dao Buru Son Ky Huong, hay nha dinh dién Poan Minh Huyén. .. du nhin véi
tu cach ndo, chung ta van thiy ong 1a mot con nguoi ¢ tim véc ky vi. M6 hinh trai
rudng doc dao ctia ong da gop phan khong nho vao cong cude phét trién ving Bay
Nui, bién né thanh “hoi Long Hoa tai thé”. Va quan trong hon, dé xtmg dang song
“doi moi” Thuong nguon can phai c¢6 nhitng con ngudi méi, ong da quan tim xay
dung 16p ngudi d6 - nhimg nguoi biét “tich nhon, tich nghia, tich trung, tich lanh”.

VT
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TOM TAT

Blru Son Ky Hwong 1a tén gido ban dia dau tién @ Nam B6, mang tinh than nhap thé cao.
Trong budi dau truyén dao, Blru Son Ky Hwong da day manh viéc khai khan ving That Son (An
Giang), la mién bién vién phia tay nam dat nwéc. Bai viét nay phan tich mé hinh “Trai rudng” cla
céac tin dé dao Blru Son Ky Huong trong budi dau khai phai viing That Son vao nlra sau thé ky
XIX. Mé hinh nay mét mat khuyén khich ngwoi dan dinh cw, khai pha vang dét khac nghiét thanh
mot noi tru phl, mat khac d6 cling la mai trwdng rén luyén tdm hodn, nudi duwdng dao dirc cla
ngwdi tu hanh, biét “tich nhon, tich nghta, tich trung, tich lanh”.

ABSTRACT
AN OUTLOOK ON THAT SON: ONE MODEL - TWO EFFECTS

The religious belief of Blru Son Ky Hwong (Way of the Strange Fragrance from the Precious
Mountain) in the South was the first indigenous religion which had the spirit of entering into life.
In the beginning of this religion, the followers were encouraged to go and break fresh ground in
the area of That Son range (An Giang), the southernmost part of the country. This article aims to
analyze the model of “Trai ruéng” (Farm of paddy-fields) of Biru Son Ky Hwong's followers during
early days of cultivating the area of That Son in the second half of the 191" century. This model, on
the one hand, encouraged people to settle down and cultivate the harsh land into a prosperous
area; on the other hand, it was also the environment for the improvement of the soul and the
nurture of morality, helping those who lead a religious life know how to accumulate of the monk,
accent, accumulate “humanity, righteousness, loyalty and goodness”.



