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QUAN POI XU DANG TRONG: PHAO BINH
Lé Nguyén Luu’
1. Luc luwgng phao binh

Khong sir sach nao ghi chép cac chua Nguyén xt DPang Trong c6 luc lugng
phao binh tir lic ndo, mic du ta biét rang quan doi cac bén di str dung sing rat
sém. Trong Nam triéu cong nghiép dién chi, Nguyén Khoa Chiém d ké mot tran
danh nam 1620 giita Tuyén Loc hau (Nguyén Phuc Tuyén, chau goi chia Sai bang
chu, con cia Nguyén Phuc Ha) va hai ké phan loan (Van Nham hau Nguyén Phiic
Hiép va Thach Xuyén hau Nguyén Phuc Trach, déu 14 anh cta chia Sai) nhu sau:
“N6i doan, [Sdi vieong] bén Idp dan tau cdo véi troi dat, quy than va cdc bdc tién
vieong, roi sai Tuyén Loc lam tién phong, chiia tw minh thong linh dai qudn thity bé
di sau tiép ing, thang tién dén xir Con Cdt xd Ai Tir. Qudn déi bén doi tran danh
I6m, dan bay nhw mua, sing né am vang nhw sam, nhing chira bén nao thang bai.
Tuyén Loc ca gidn mita tit tay dao sang lodng nhw luong chép xéng ti; Vin Nham,
Thach Xuyén ca kinh, lidu thé khé bé chong cw, véi vang théao lui, quén linh thua
chay tan logn”.V Nhu vy, hai bén déu c6 linh str dung sung, sting dai bac 1an sting
diéu thuong, ma sung diéu thwong chiém phan nhiéu, nén méi “dan bay nhu mua”.
C6 linh str dung sung, nhung chua chac da c6 nhiing doi quan chuyén dung siing,
tirc binh chung phéo binh.

Tuy nhién ta biét hoi bay gid, ddi véi cac chua Nguyén, nhu cau phuc vu
chién tranh duoc dat 1én hang dau, nén song song vdi1 viéc mua sung va dic sung
cac loai, chiia Nguyén ciing sém thanh 1ap cac doi quan chuyén sir dung sing, ngay
trong thoi chiia Nguyén Phiic Nguyén (1614-1635). Ho khong hoat dong doc 1ap.
Mot dao bo binh hay thity binh thudng phién ché thém mot hay hai, ba d6i (thuyén)
stng, chang han binh N6i B6 (dao quan bo ctia phu chiia) c6 cac thuyén Ta Vé, Hiru
V&, Noi Hoang Kiém, Trung Chi, Tiéu Chi, Tan Hau B, Trung Hau Bo..., Hitu
Sung, Ta Sung, Tién Sung, Hau Stng, Toan Nhait, Toan Nhi..., hay binh Noi Thuay
(dao quan thily cta phu chia) c¢6 cac thuyén Trung Kinh, Trung Thity, T4 Thay,
Hiru Thay..., Tién Trung Sting, Hau Trung Sting, Nhué Sting, Trach Pao.... Nhu thé
13 quan b hay quan thuy déu c6 nhirng don vi sing kém theo dé hd trg. Trong cac
don vi sung nay, chic vira c6 linh str dung dai bac, vira c6 linh str dung stiing diéu
thuong. Stng diéu thuong 14 loai siing “ban chim”, tirc sung tay, cling goi 1a siing
hoa mai, nhdi thudc, nap dan roi chadm ngoi. Theo cac ching nhan phuong Tay,

*  Thanh phd Hué.
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hnh xtr Pang Trong stir dung sting rat thanh thao. Gido si Friar Domlngo Navarrette
viét: “Qudn linh cia viong quoc nay hoan hdao nhdt trong ca viing, rdt cé ky lut.
Nha vua giit lai ¢ triéu dinh 40.000 linh. Nhitng ngum linh nay tdp ban bia moi
ngay va ai nham tring nhat sé dwoc thuéng mot tam lua. Téi dd nhiéu lan nghe
nguwoi Tdy Ban Nha va Bé Pdo Nha néi rang ho déu la nhitng nha thién xq...”.
Chinh quan d6i nay da hai lan thi uy véi tau nudc ngoai dén Thuan Hoéa mon men
gay sy, va lan ndo ciing thang loi.® Gido si C. Borri cling viét: “Ho tir hudn luyén
dé dam bao kha nang bd’ng cdc cugc thuc tdp lién tuc va cac cugc ban bia; ho khd
thanh cong vi thé ho kiéu ngao vé chuyén do va ty tan tung gid tri cua minh,; khi
cac tau Au chdau dén hdi cang ciia ho, cdc thity binh ciia nha vua lién thach do cdc
xq thii ciia chiing ta, nhitng nguoi ndy biét rang khéng thé so sanh véi ho nén tranh
cuoc thach thirc chung nao ho tranh duoc, vi do kinh nghiém, ho biét rat ré rcing
nhitng nguwoi linh thiy kia c¢é thira khd nang ban tring dich véi dai bac ciia minh
ma nhitng nguoi khdc khéng lam dwoe nhuw véi mot khau sing héa mai dwoc diéu
chinh chinh xdac”.®

Ct theo Pai Nam thuec luc tién bién, thi nim Nham Ngo (1642), chtia Thugng
Nguyén Phuic Lan sai dap dét 1ap truong ban tai xa Hoang Phiic® dé thao luyén
thuy quan: “Mot hém, chiia ngw thuyén rong di choi Cira Eo, thdy thity qudn khéng
dwoc chinh té, bén ra Iénh cho ba huyén Huwong Tra, Qudng Dién, Phii Vang lam
triong thao dién thity quén & xa Hoang Phiic (tire xd Hong Phiic thudc huyén Phii
Vang bady gio), ddp niii ddt cao hon 30 thude, réng hon 150 thude, cir dén ky thang
7 thi thao dién phép boi chéo va bdn siing, ai tring thi thuong vang lua”.© Lé Quy
Dén ciing n6i dén viée nay, nhung hoi khac vai diém: “Nam thir 8, Nhdm Ngo, sai
binh ddn ba huyén Hwong Tra, Quang Dién va Phii Vang ddp trieong tap thity binh
& xd Hong Phiic, ddp mét go dat cao hon 30 thuée, rong hon 120 thude, cir dén
thang 7 thi thao luyén thity qudn, boi thuyén ban sung. Chién thuyén bdn dai béc
hé tring dich thi thuong bac lua, ban sai dich thi theo ddu ma tim ldy dan. Do dé
thity qudn déu tinh thity chién”.? Dén naim Quy Mio (1663), vao thang Nam, chia
Hién Nguyén Phtic Tan lai “cho rdng trong trdn danh & Nhat Lé, nghé ban ciia
qudn ta chwa dwoc tinh, muén bdt chude phép tdp bin cia Thdi To, sai ddp u &
Hoang Phiic (chiéu cao hon 30 thiede, chiéu rong hon 130 thuéc), trude mat dét
mét cdi xa hau, khién thdy sw di lai ma bd'n thi ldy bdn trdng hay khong trung ma
dinh thuéng phat. Tir ddy qudn si déu cé gang, phép ban ngay cang thém tinh”.®
Tat nhién khong riéng gi thity quan m&i tap ban.

C6 18 1an nay khong phai 1am chd méi, ma do chd cii chinh d6n lai. Vé sau,
triéu Nguyén ciing miy lan sira dap, nhu nim Minh Mang thir 2 (1821), thang Nam,
“Bdp u bdn siing ¢ Thanh Phuwéc (tén xd), sai tuéng si hang ngay dién tdp (ngay 2
lan, sang tir tride khi mdt troi moc mot khdc bat dau, giot dong ho xuong 5 khdc
thi nghi; chiéu giot dong ho xuéng 8 khdc bdt dau, mdt troi lan thi nghi. Téi khi
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gdp muea thi théi). Vua nhiéu lan dén xem, dinh ré 1é thuong phat (lam thuyén gid,
bdn tring miii thuyén cét buom, thity qudn mt phdt thuéng 15 quan tién, luc qudn
thuong 10 quan tlen triing than thuyén, thiiy qudn mét phat thieéng 10 quan tién,
luc quan 5 quan tién; c6 tring ma mot phat khong vdo u thi khéng theo 1¢ dy). Lai
cdp quan do tay cho linh phao thii dé tién ban sung”,® nam Minh Mang 5 (1824),
thang Bay nhudn, “Sita ddp u sing Thanh Phude, sai thity qudn tdp ban sing, chia
hang ma thuong tién theo thir bac”."® Truong Ban hay Trudng Bia Thanh Phudc
tiéu trAm tir sau khi Thuan An that thu (1883).0V Hién nay chi con mot khoanh dat
cao hoang phé, cay ¢6i um tum, nhan dan goi 1a Hon M6, Hon Bia hay M6 Sung,
toa lac ¢ cudi lang Thanh Phudc. C6 18 linh xa thii ngdi trén thuyén dan dudi bo
song khoang ngang véi cho Lai An, hudng sting 1én ban vao nhitng “xa hau” (tim
dich) trong trén go dat. Ving nay duoc mang tén xit M6 Stng (hoic Mo Sung), xir
Hau M6 Stung, va da duoc ghi trong dia ba nam Canh Tri 7 (1669).

Trong cudc duyét binh nam 1653, ta thdy trong quan d6i Chinh dinh Phu
Xuan chi ¢6 bdn co sting (Ta Sung, Hiru Sung, Tién Stng, Hau Stng), mdi co 6
thuyén v6i hon 1.050 linh. V& sau, theo théng ké ctua Lé Quy Pon, ngoai bon co
sung ay (mdi co 6 thuyén mdi thuyén 45 linh, cong 1.080 linh), con thém nhiéu
thuyén sung phlen ché vao cac co bo binh hay thuy binh, nhu co binh N6i B co
cac doi thuyén Ta Stng, Hiru Sung, Tién Stng, Hau Sung, mdi doi thuyén tir 50
dén 80 linh; ¢ binh Noi Thuy ciing ¢ hai thuyén Tién Trung Stung, Hau Trung
Stng, mdi thuyén tir 50 dén 70 linh; co Ta Trung Kién c6 dén bay thuyén Sung
Nhat, Ta Nhué Stung, Hiru Nhué Sung, Tién Nhué Stng, Hau Nhué Sung, Trang
Stung, Hitu Kién Sung, mdi thuyén 50 linh; co Hitu Trung Kién c6 bon thuyén
Trang Nhat Stng, Trang Nhi Sting, Sung Nhat, Sting Nhi, mdi thuyén cing 50
linh.... Tuy thé, tir sau khi chién tranh Trinh - Nguyén chdm dut (1672), cac don vi
phéo binh tuy van duoc duy tri, thao luyén, nhung sy tinh nhué dan dan mai mot di,
nhét la phao binh hang nang, hinh nhu dai bac chi dé phuc vu 1€ nghi, trang hoang,
con diéu thuong thi chi dung khi sin ban!

2. Van dé sing dong

Lé Quy Pon cho biét: “Ho Nguyén trude ding dong rdat phi, nhw hai ndm
Canh Dan, Tén Mdo, tho bac hai co Ta Trung, Hiru Trung linh déng do va kém ndu
lan thanh thau ché dinh that bao (?), dinh ciic cude (?) dé trang sicc nhitng nha,
hién, dinh, cdc va cdc thuyén ghe cia ho dimg, c¢é dén 11.201 cén 7 lang 2 dong
can dong va dén 4.430 cin kém, ty Nji ngan twong dwoc linh dé hang nam ngay tét
Chinh Bdn trang sikc cdc nha (dwong) dén 165 can 12 lang dong va 66 cin 4 lang
8 dong cdn kém, ho ldy dong trang dé trang sikc méi ba toa nha Di Nhién Puong
dén 1.074 hot 3 lang 5 dong cdn, d6 chang phdi la phi ton vé ich hay sao? Bdy gio
1¢ phdt 1 cdn dong do va 6 lang 4 dong cdan kém thi tién than 24 dong, ché thanh
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thau thi sdc ciing vang nhu thau do tho kinh lam & Lo Cam vdy. Nguoi tho bac Vil
Téng Nhan néi rang 1 can dong do cho 8 lang kém vao ma ndu luyén thi ché thau
mdi tot, nhung nguoi tho thay dong dat kém ré nén linh dong nhiéu can hon dé
tién bt riéng cho minh”.1? Tinh trang ding dong rat phi chi dién ra sau nay, khi
cudc chién tranh Trinh - Nguyén di chdm dut tir 1au, dong tich trir chang dé lam
gi, nén cac chta cho dem ra ma trang hoang nha ctra, cung dién, duc cac do ding
hang ngay, chir trude kia ddy 1a mot chat liéu rat quy, mua ctia nudc ngoai tir cac
tau budn nhap vao.

Khong chi Dang Trong, ma ca Pang Ngoai ciing rat can dong, cho nén dong
thanh ra mot mén hoi dbi véi cac 1ai budn nude ngodi: “Pong la mt moén hang
rdt ddc biét. Trude hét dong la mot mén hang can thiét cho phong kién thong tri
diic siing, thir sung 16m ma xwa kia goi la than céng, va dwoc than thanh héa goi
la “Ong sung”. Ho con ding dong dé dic ra nhitng dé chii yéu dé twong trung
cho su théng tri cua ho, nhitng cdi dinh, cdi vac, hoac nhiing do nghi truong khac
bang dong. Nhung dong con ding vao lam mdt vit khéng thé thiéu dwoc khi kinh
té hang héa da phat trién khd roi, tire la ding d@é diic tién dong. O trong nude, viéc
khai mé dong ciing da dem lai mét s6 lwong (mé Tu Long ¢ bién gidi Viét - Hoa),
nhung vi ding vao nhiéu viéc nén dong van civ la mén hang ban dwoc cho Viét
Nam. Nam 1617, nhitng thuyén buén ¢ Qudng Péng, Phiic Kién hay Nhdt Bdn
thwong ché dong dén ban, nha nwede thu mua tat cd, civ 100 can dong thi tri gid
40, 50 quan tién kém (“Pai Nam thuc luc”)”.9¥ Chiang nhiing mua ddng, ho con
mua hién vat ddng ma nhat 13 tién dong va sung dong. Thanh Thé V¥ dan tu liéu
cho biét ndm 1635, chiia Nguyén (Nguyén Phac Lan?) viét thu cho 14i buén Nhat
Chaya Shirojiro (%R PUERKER Tra Oc T& Lang Thir Lang) c6 cau: “Tir gior vé
sau, hé bén d6 cé chuyén tau nao dén Puong Ngodi la dat thi dich ciia nwée t6i,
xin chi cho mang dén ban nhitng hang it vit théi, t6i xin véi cdc vién chii tau cam
khéng cho cho diém sinh, do ding bang dong, dan va sung” .1 DT nhién ho khong
quan tim dén su d6i dau thu dich gitra hai bén, & dau ban dugc hang thi ctr chd toi.

Trong viéc mua ban nay, cac chia Nguyén lai cdy dén cac vi thira sai. Ba Li
Tana dan tai liéu ctia C.R. Boxer (Portuguese conquest and commerce in Southern
Asia 1500-1650) cho biét: “M¢t trong s6 nhitng cudc tiép xiic - thuc ra rat hiém
hoi - da két thiic mét cdch tot dep gitta cdc thira sai va cdc chila Nguyén la cudc
tiép xiic vao ndam 1658 lién quan dén viéc mua vii khi. Marquez, mot thira sai dong
Tén, dd nhdn cia chia Hién (1648-1687) 10.000 nén bac dé mua siing ¢ Macao.
Nhung cudc hanh trinh cia vi thira sai nay da kéo dai dén do cudi cing chiia Hién
da khéng con kién nhan cho doi nita. Lic dy la mia xudn nam 1659. Poan chdc la
Marquez dd 6m tién chay mat, chiia ra 1énh triét ha cac nha tho trong nuwée. Nhung
vdo chinh lic dy thi ¢6 tau tir Macao dén. Chiia mirng ré dén dé da xong lén tau
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va ra lénh ban ba phdt than cong chao mirng vi thira sai da tré lai. Ké do, chiia vui
swéng vuot ve cdc khau dai bac nhw thé chita da nhin thdy quan cia chia Trinh bi
tiéu diét dudi lan dan ciia cdc khdu dai bdc nay. Chua cing ra lénh tra lai cho cac
thira sai cac nha tho da bi tich thu va chinh cac thua sai tir nay dwoc tw do hoat
dong trén lanh thé cia chiia”."> Khong chi mua, ma chiia con goi tién nhd ngudi
B Pao Nha dtc dum nita. Nhin chung, trong giai doan “bat hoa” v4i ho Trinh, cac
chta Nguyén dit vu tién vé siing, mua hay duc.

Ba Li Tana “khong biét dich xac ho Nguyén c6 dai bac khi nao™, vi trong thoi
gian Nguyén Phtic Nguyén trj vi, cac “chau 4n thuyén” cua Nhat Ban bi cAm budn
ban sung. Nhung cac chiia Nguyén ciing c6 thé ty duc sung trude khi mua duoc
sting ctia nguoi phuong Tay. Chinh Sii Vuong da t6 chitc Ty Noi Phao Tuong va
hai d61 Phao Tugng nam 163 1. Tho dai bac khong duc dai bac thi duc gi? TAt nhién
ho ciing duc sung tay (diéu thuong, hoa mai). C. Borri viét: “Téi dd néi & dau ban
twong tinh ndy rang xir Dang Trong la mot tinh ciia viwong quoc Ién Bac Ha (Pang
Ngoadi), do nguoi éng ciia vi chiia dwong tri vi, ngueoi ndy dwoc phong lam tran
thi, da dvmg 1én chong lai xik Bic Ha, éng viing long lam chuyén dé béi vi trong
mét thoi gian dai éng da thu lrom dwoc nhiéu dai bdc do cdc tau chién Bé DPdo
Nha va Hoa Lan bi dam vi dd ngcim dem lai. Cac dai bac nay dwoc cac ngu dan
Vot 1én, ngueoi ta thdy cé dén 60 khau, va mét vai khau rdt 16n”.09 Chac 1a nhitng
dai bac dau tién thu luom dugc tai hai phan quan dao Hoang Sa hay Truong Sa,(!?
va diéu nay chimg to ho Nguyén c6 dai bac tir rat sém. Ngay nim 1631, trude khi
dat Ty Noi Phao Tuong va hai Ty Ta Hiru Phéo Tugng, Ity Truong Duc lam xong,
sach Pai Nam thiee luc mo ta: “Lily cao 1 trwong 5 thiede, ngoai déng g6 lim, trong
dcfp dat, lam nam buc, voi ngua di dwoc, dua nui men khe, dai hon 3.000 truong,
moi truong dat mot khau sung qua son, cach 3 hodc 5 truong ldp mot phao dai,
dat mot khau siing nong lon. Thuéde dan chat nhw nii” *® Biy gio, nhitng sung dy
chac 14 nhitng thir vot duoc ngoai bién nhur da noi trén day.

Nhung r6i chtia Sii ciing ty minh t6 chirc viéc diic sung va da thanh cong. Lé
Quy Don viét: “Hai thén Phan Xd va Hoang Giang huyén Khang Léc déu khéo diic
sung. Ho Nguyén ldy 60 nguoi Phan Xa ddt lam hai ddi tho Td Siing Hiru Siing,
12 nguoi chanh ty quan, cap ngu léc moi nguoi mét mau rudng, moi nam 10 quan
tién; 40 nguwoi linh, moi nguoi hrong hang nam la 10 thing thoc, 5 quan tién, do
quan ngoqi td, ngoai hivu thay nhau tréng coi. Sau lai thém moi déi 20 nguoi. Ché
tao khi gidi, diic siing tru thi 1é phdt méi khau sat 15 khéi, tién than 3 quan 5 tién,
gang 10 can, dau 1 luong; diic sing nhoé thi civ méi 10 khau 1é phdt sat 30 khoi, tién
than 10 quan, gang 30 cdn. Lai ldy 40 ngwoi Hoang Giang dat lam ty tho Ngi Siing,
trong d6 ¢é mét nguwoi thi hop, moéi nam 20 quan, mét nguoi ty quan, moi ndm 30
quan, quan nhan thi lwong hang nam gao 10 héc va tién 5 quan. Céng viéc lam



Tap chi Nghién ctru va Phat trién, s6 4 (138) . 2017 55

ciing nhu trén. Dinh sung thi tho ren lam, co mdy thi tho bac lam, tai sung thi tho
tai lam, bang sung thi tho moc lam, quan ba doi chi duc long sung ma thoi. Thudn
Hoa co hai doi ty tho diic, déu 30 ngmri Co phwong duc 0 bo nam song Phu Xudn,

déu la ngum kiéu ngu & I6n, ciing biét diic sing dong va vac, chdo, néi, xanh, cay
dén, cdy nén, moi var’ " Ciing trong thé ky XVII, Joad da Cruz, mgt nguoi B6
Pao Nha, da dén Thuan Hoa gitip chiua Nguyén phan k§ thuat dtc sung ctia phuong
Tay va trang trf trén cac xuat pham dong (nhu 11 chiéc vac con lai dén ngay nay).

3. Phuong dic ¢ nam Song Huong

Khi chua Sai dong phu chinh tai Phudc Yén, (nay thudc xa Quang Tho, huyén
Quang Dién) trong khoang 1626-1635, nhung st sach khong chi dan cu thé vi tri,
dia diém déng co sé cia mot ty va hai doi phdo twong néi trén. Gan day, tién hanh
khao sat dién da, chung toi chi tim thdy mot noi mang tén “Mo Sung”, & cudi con
duong, giap ven Song Bd boc mit bic lang Phudc Yén; tuy goi thé, nhung chic
day khong phai 13 noi bé tri dai bac dé phong ngu - vi phong nguy thi phai nhiéu
mit - ma 13 noi lam bai tap ban va dit co s duc sing dong, it nhidu né ciing lién
quan dén ty Noi Phao Tuong va hai doi T4, Hiru Phao Tuong 1ap nam 1631. Néu
danh xung “phuong dic” ra doi vao thoi diém nay nhu Lé Quy Dén da ghi trong
Phii Bién tap luc thi nd chi mang ¥ nghia thong thuong chi mot tap thé ngudi lam
chung mot nghé (phuong nghé) chir khong phai dia danh, lai cang khong phai 1a
mot don vi hanh chanh. Va ching phuong dac thudc vé san xuit tu nhan, khong

6 “chd dung” trong khu vuc phu chua, vi bdy gio, phu chua va cac co quan da
chiém hét dat lang Phude Yén, chinh dan lang ciing phai di tra noi khac, cai tang
theo phan md than nhan, trir nhitng nguoi 1am viée trong cac co quan cong quyén.

Ciing c6 ngudi®® cho rang ngay lic dau mai thanh 1ap, Ty Noi Phao Tugng
va hai doi T4, Hiru Phao Tuong da dat tai noi ngay nay mang t€n Phuong Dic,
mot phudng cia thanh phd Hué ¢ bd nam Séng Huong. Tuy nhién, gia thuyét ay
c6 diém khong on, boi vi chua Sai khong thé dé mot co quan h¢ trong tryc thudc
“ndi phii” ma cach xa phu chinh dén khoang 30km, nam ngoai tim quan 1y, kiém
soat va bao v€ cia minh. Tham chi mot nguén tu licu khac cua nguoi chau Au lai
dua thoi diém hinh thanh Phuong Duc i xa dén nam 1614, khi dinh chiia con &
Ai Tt (Dinh Cat, Quang Tri), khoang cach nhitng gan 100km.?"Kién giai nay da
bi ca Cadiére 1an Manguin phti nhan.®» Du sao thi Ty Noi Phao Tuong va hai doi
Ta, Hiru Phéo Tuong ciing 6 lién quan it nhiéu dén Phuong Puc.

Theo chung t6i, co s nay ra doi v6i ddy di moi to chire tir khi chiia Thugng
Nguyén Phac Lan doi phit chinh vao Kim Long thang Chap nam At Hoi (khoang
tir 7/1 dén 6/2 ndm 1636). Phit Kim Long ngdy nay khong con dau tich gi, nhung
co 1€ toa lac ¢ trung tam xa Ha Khé, huyén Huong Tra, phu Tri€u Phong thoi
bay gio. Xa Ha Khé c6 kha rong, nam giap bo Song Huong, bic giap bo séng
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Bach Yén (Song Con), chay dai theo hudng tay - dong tir chiia Thién Mu cho dén
gan song HO Thanh hién nay. Vi tri phu chinh chic toa lac chd dinh va cho Kim
Long bay gio mé rong ra bon phia. Sinh hoat cta ving nay dwong thoi kha phon
thinh, nén giao si Alexandre de Rhodes (1551-1666) goi 1a "ké Hué", khién cho
Hoéa Thanh suy dan, dong thoi cang Thanh Ha ra doi, theo tu liéu dia phuong,®
dua trung tdm thuong mai nhich 1én doan trung luu Song Huong. Di ngan qua
Song Huong vé1 phu Kim Long, mdt khu vuc cong nghi€p cling hinh thanh: do la
Phuong Puc (theo cach goi hién nay), nhiém vu chi yéu san xuét stng cho cudc
d6i dau véi ho Trinh va mé rong dat dai vé phia nam. Nhitng ngudi thg lanh nghé
gbc ¢ hai xd Phan X4, Hoang Giang thudc huyén Phong Loc (sau 13 huyén Quang
Ninh, tinh Quang Binh), dugc goi 1a "ban bd", chuyén trach dic sting cac loai.
Pdng thoi, mot nhom tho khéc, gbe & Kinh Béic (Bic Ninh), khéo duc sung va dd
gia dung, ciing t6 chirc mdt co sé duc, 14p thanh xém Kinh Nhon (nghia 1a Kinh
Bic). Phuong Pac thudc dia phan tdy bic xi Duong Xuin (nay phuong Thuy
Xuan, thanh phd Hué), nim giira hai thén Vinh An va Bdi Thanh. Chtia Nguyén
da trung dung dai dat nay lam "quan phong xa phu" (tir "pht" nhan dan quen goi
1a "thd") dé déng doanh trai va quan xudng; trong Gidp Ngo nién binh Nam do
(1774), Bui Thé Dat ghi 15 1a "Cha stng trudng" (bii duc sing), con cac giao si
Co Péc xua thi ghi 12 "X Tho Puc".?Y Nhu vay, tir “phudng duc” cho dén cubi
thé ky XVIII néu dd duoc dung thi vin chua mang tu cach mot dja danh.®®

“Xtr Tho Puc” chay sudt bo nam Séng Huong, ké tir dong sang tdy co cac
dia danh lich st vé sau trd thanh cac xom cu dan song song nhau: Giang Dinh,
Giang Tién (hay Td Ao) 1a hai xom ddi dién thang véi phu Kim Long, c6 1& xua
kia cac doi thuy binh dong cin cir dé bao vé phii chinh va van chuyén duong song;
Kinh Nhon 1a noi 1ap nghiép ctia nhing tho duc ho Nguyén goc xtr Kinh Béc, goi la
ho Nguyén Kinh Nhon; Bdn Bé (Bon Bo) 1a noi ¢ cua tho dic tai chd, tuyén tir hai
xd Phan X4, Hoang Giang va noi khéc trong x& Thuan Héa, nhung ngay nay hau
hét ciing 1a thg Kinh Nhon sinh hoat; Truong Dong, noi Lé Quy Don goi 1 Truong
Puc trong Phii Bién tap luc, tic cong trudng duc dong chinh sudt miy trim nim
thoi chiia Nguyén®® va co thé dau thoi nha Nguyén, déu ciing chua phai 1a mot dia
danh hanh chanh nhu sau ndy, noi ngiy nay c6 nhiéu 10 diic ctia tho Kinh Nhon.
Nam x6m nay, nhan dan dia phuong thuong goi 1a “suét nam diy thg duc”, nhung
tir xwa dén nay chi ba xém Kinh Nhon, Ban B9, Trudng Dong méi 14 trung tdm
chinh cua xtt Tho Puc. Kinh Nhon va Ban Bo thudc tu nhan, con Truong Déng
hay Truong Puc thudc nha nude. Cac xom Ay ciing chua bao gio duoc cong nhan
12 mot don vi hanh chanh nhu x3, phuong thoi chiia Nguyén. Puong bd ngay xua
di dén day khong phai 1a duong Bui Thi Xuan ngdy nay, ma 1a mot con duong dat
hep chay sét theo bd song, ngang qua dau nam xém, tir Cau Lon 1én tan Long Tho.
Céac x6m song song voi nhau theo hudng bac - nam, bat dau tir con duong dat ay
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ma 1én dén giap giéi thon Son Dién xa Duong Xuan. Moi xom chiéu bac - nam
dai khoang 300m, chiéu dong - tay dai khoang 150m; dinh xOom xdy sat bo song
thor vi Thanh Hoang - khai canh (tuy kién tric va bai tri nhu miéu, nhu:ng nhan dan
van g01 1a dinh). Cu déan tuy c6 nghé nghiép chung, nhung ngudn gdc qué quan
khac han nhau, vi phan tho nha nudc do phu chua trung dung (nhu the duc sing
& Quang Binh), diéu dong tir noi khac dén, dem theo gia dinh cu ngu trén dat xi
Duong Xuan, dung nhu Lé Quy Don viét: “Thudn Hoa cé hai déi ty the diic, déu
30 nguoi. C6 phuong diic 6 bo nam song Phii Xudn, dew la ngwoi kiéu ngu 6 1gn
[chung t6i nhan manh], ciing biét diic siing dong va vac, chao, noi, xanh, cdy den,
cdy nén, moi vat”...?" Do d6, ho thuong xem dinh x0m 1 noi té 18 than linh riéng
cua x6m minh chu khong lién quan gi d¢én xa Duong Xuéin. Ngoai ra, tai xi Duong
Xuan, ¢ vi tri lién ké v6i Phuong Duc, con c¢6 nhiing gia dinh ho Nguyén ciing
chuyén nghé duc dong, theo tuong truyén trong ho thi ong t6 13 nguoi ho Nguyén
lang Phude Kiéu & Quang Nam theo chin quan d6i Tay Son ra Hué, roi vé luu ngu
noi day hanh nghé, nhiéu doi déu ¢ nhiing tay tho giéi. Chung toi khong tim thay
tén lang nay trong sach Phu Bién tap luc cua Lé Quy Don.

Ngoai nim xom chinh ké trén, ngay nay mot sb dia danh cii mang tinh nghé
nghiép van dugc nhan dan st dung, nhu Truong Stng (gan chd Ga Hué), Kho
Thudc (tic 13 kho thude sung, & ving go ddi phia nam Giang Dinh), Kho Than
(6 phia tay Truong Dong), Bén Than (6 phia tdy nam Truong Dong, gan lang vua
Ty Dirc).... Dén dau thé ky XX, Phap mo thém duong Bui Thi Xuan lam tryc 16
giao thong chinh, cat mdi x6m lam hai phan bang nhau, mot phia by song, mot
phia go doi. Ttr ndm 1983, Phudng Plic méi tré thanh mot don vi hanh chanh cap
phuong, tryc thudc thanh phd Hué, dién tich duoc néi rong hon, Phuong Dic cii
bao trum bdn khu phé 15, 16, 17, 18, tir kiét 143 dén kiét 200 Bui Thi Xuan.®
Cong xuong Phudng Puc nay cia cac chua Nguyén da dap ung duoc nhiéu thuan
loi. Mot land & g@in pht chinh, chi caich mot dong song, rat dé quan 1y, lai sin luc
lugng quan doi bao vé. Hai 1a co s& nam ngay bén bd Song Huong, tién cho viéc
van chuyén vat liéu va san phém. Ba 1a dia hinh cao rao (go déi), tranh duoc nan
1d Iyt hang nam, bao quan tét cong cu. Bdn 1a khong cach xa ngudn nhién lidu
(than cui) va nguyén liéu (dat sét lam khuon).@®

Tai Phudng Puc, con ¢ mot ngudi phuong Tay dén gitp chia Nguyén duc
sting. Do 1a Joad da Cruz, ngudi Phap viét 1a Jean de la Croix, con linh muc
Léopold Cadiére thi ghi va goi 1a Joao da + (vi Croix c6 nghia 1a cai déu chéo,
chir “thap”).? Ngudn gbc chung toc ctia ngudi Au nay rat mo hd, ciing nhu
thoi gian dén Pang Trong lam viéc ciing chua rd rang. Ngudi ta cho rang ong la
ngudi Bé Pao Nha lai Canada hay lai An D6.69 Str gia Maybon va Russier noi

*  Twngay 01/9/2017, khu vuc nay thudc 2 t6 dan phd 9 va 10, phuwong Phuong Duc. BBT.
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ong dén Phuong Puc nim 1614.6) Piéu nay khong phu hop vi o thoi diém 4y
Phuong Puc chua hinh thanh. Ba Li Tana dan tu lidu ctia Manguin noi Joad da
Cruz khong hé dat chan téi Thuan Hoa trude nam 1658, vi vao nam 1651, “chiia
Nguyén giri 5.000 khat (3.000 ky) dong sang Macao va nhO’ nguoi B6 Pdao Nha
o day duc dai bac cho chua. Viéc lam nay sé gay rdc roi néu nhw Joaé da Cruz
dd thwe sw ¢é mdt tai Hué lic d6” va nha truyen gido Louis Chevreuil tung dén
tham nha cta Ong ta tai Hué nim 1664, bén canh mot 1o dac, nhan xét “Da Cruz
xem ra hai long véi cong viéc ciia éng. Moi nam éng kiém dwege 500 equi (1.500
quan) khéng ké sé tién cdp cho gia dinh éng”.? Nhu véy, Da Cruz dén Hué sau
khi Phuong Puc di duoc thiét 1ap va hoat dong r0i, sém 1am ciling trong khoang
1658-1661, thot ky ma chién tranh dang dién ra rat quyét liét, chua Hién Nguyén
Phuc Tan dang can rat nhiéu vii khi, dic biét 1a dai bac. L.Cadiére cling nghi nhu
thé, va trich dan hoi ky ciia Lefébvre: “Mgt nguwoi lai B6 Pao Nha hay Tay Ban
Nha, tho duc sung, dén de nghi lam viéc cho chua, duoc chdp nhan va thuc hién
¢ xit Tho Piic, ma ¢ dé tat cd nhitng nguoi the diic da cé tip qudn sinh song” .
Mot tai liéu khac ghi ngay 6 thang 1 nam 1667 con cho biét Joad da Cruz dang
séng ¢ Phuong Dtlc véi vo, con trai, dau va chau noi trong khodng nam 1661, roi
ong chét nam 1682.%9 Nhu vay, nim 1614 6ng chua sinh hodc con qua nho, khong
thé di phiéu luu dé dimg bude tai Pang Trong duoc. Boi vy, v kién ctia Manguin,
Cadiére, Li Tana rat c6 cin ct xac dang dé chap nhan, con ¥ kién ctia Maybon va
Russier thi thiéu co s khong du do tin cdy.

Mait khac, trong bai viét ctia minh, L.Cadiére hét long tan tung vai tro, su
nghiép clia ngudi “cong dan” khong 16 tung tich nay. Ong viét: “Khéng nhitng
Joad da Cruz diic sing tuyét dep cho chita, ma con dic cd khanh, vac dong Ién
con liweu truyén dén ngay nay. Mdc dit nhitng san pham dé khéng cé ghi tén tdc gid,
song diic vao thoi éng sinh séng la ciia 6ng”.%> Nha nghién ctru con bién luan:

‘N hﬁ’ng vac khéng thé dic U’ Bdc Ha, noi dwoc biét la ¢é nhiéu nghé nhan lanh
nghé, vi hoan canh hai mién Nam Bdc dang doi dau quyét liét boi nhitng cudc
giao tranh. Vac ciing khéng thé do nguoi Trung Quéc dic dwa sang, vi chinh tri
ho khéng bao gio cho phép nghé nhan diic ma khéng dé tén triéu dai ciia nwdce
minh ma lai dé nién hiéu cia cac vua nhé kém hon & Ha Noi; ngodi ra, viéc giao
thwong giita Trung Quoc voi Pang Trong con khé khan, khong thé thué diic cdc
san pham nhuw thé dwoc”.3® Suy doan nhu vay 1a qua don gian, thiéu chinh xéc,
chung to tac gia chua tiép can thuc té dia phuong, chua hiéu biét chu ddo vé ngudn
gbc va truyén thdng nghé nghiép ctia cac nhom thg Phudng Dic, cling xuét phat tir
Bic Ha ma vao day rat 1au trude khi Joad da Cruz dit chan dén Thuan Hoa, nhiing
stng, nhirng vac... ciing dd dugc ho duc ra dé phuc vu cung dinh (Ty No6i Phio
Tuong, hai doi T4, Hiru Phdo Tuong, Truong Déng). Tho Kinh Nhon, Ban B véi
s6 lwong dong dao, tay nghé dugc nang cao hon qua kinh nghiém quy bau cua cac
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thé hé cha ong, nén di tao thanh truyén théng 1au doi. Khong thé tuéng tuong
dugc mot Joad da Cruz ty xoay x& dé duc nhiing khau dai bac nong dai ma khong
c6 su tham gia cia thg ban x1r. Vi¢c duc nhiing vii khi 16n rat can nhiéu tho lanh
nghé, cung thao tic dong bd, khéo 1éo tir khau lam khudn dén khau rot dong 1an
khau trang tri. Kho c6 sy hoa hgp gitra hai “truong phai” thudc hai dan toc khac
nhau vé cach lam khudn, cach rét dong.... Theo nghé nhan Nguyén Pat, ngudi
phuong T4y quen dung khuén cat pha rat it dat, sir dung bay sét khi thao tac, chi
can sy kho chir khong can nung chin, con tho ta thi hing nghin nim nay ctr lam
khuon bang dat sét pha trdu ctng bot than 16t trong, sir dung bay tre khi thao téc,
lai phai nung chin do6 toan b hay it nht nung chin mit trong noi tiép xuc véi kim
loai méi rot déng vao déu duoc. Khuodn dat cua ta rat thuén loi cho viéce duc do
vat méng nhu ndi, xanh, chéo, vac.... Néu san phém déng duong thoi déu do Joad
da Cruz duc, thi cach 1am cua 6ng d3 phd bién va tho ta hoc theo rdi, thé nhung tir
d6 dén nay phuong phap chau Au hoan toan ving bong & Phudng Duc, thg Hué
van theo phuong phap ¢6 truyén cua to tién minh.C?

Theo ching t61, Joad da Cruz dén Thuan Hoa nhu mot ¢d van vé ky thuat,
gitp do tho ta trong mat s6 cong doan, mdt s6 thao tac va hoa van trang tri, dac
biét khi dtic sing dai bac ¢& 16n, nong dai ma thg ta chua quen. Con moi viéc van
do cac thi hiép, cai quan, chanh ty quan dam trach; ho van dung cach truyén thng,
khuon dat sét nung chin, mdc du c6 sy hién di€n ctia nguoi “coéng dan maéi” quéc
tich B6 Pao Nha nay. D1 nhién thg Kinh Nhon, Ban B9 tich cuc tiép thu nhirng
ky thuat c6 loi dé roi dan dan ty minh 1am 1dy. Vi vay, ba Li Tana c6 1y phan nao
khi viét: “Ky thudt diic siing ciia ngwoi B6 da dwoc nhanh chéng dp dung, do do,
ngueoi Viét Nam di cé thé te minh ché tao dai bac véi s6 hrong 16m hon vdo thoi
ky sau d@6”, va dan tu liéu cta Johan Van Linga, cho biét nim 1642 chua Nguyén
¢6 200 khau trong phao, dén nam 1750 ting 1én 1.200 khau.®® Con vac thi 1 rang
duc theo phuong phép c6 truyén cua thg Phuong Puc, dung khuon dat dé duc rat
thuan loi nho d6 bén ciia né va kha nang diic mong. Thoi Ly - Tran, tho ta dd lam
duogc “tir dai khi”C? thi thoi Trinh - Nguyén ciing lam duoc nhing céi vac nhu thé
& xtr Dang Trong, tuong chuia Tran Vil 6 Dang Ngoai.... Quan sat nhiing chiéc vac
& Hué, chung ta thiy ca hai mat déu nhén lang, khong c6 diu hat cat, hoa vin ké&
rat sic sao, ké ca chiéc duc vao nim 1684 sau khi Joad da Cruz da chét. Nhiing san
pham mudn hon nira ciing thé, khong hé c6 du vét k¥ thuat chau Au, tir dai hong
chung ¢ chua Thién Mu (1710) cho dén ciru dinh & Thé Miéu (1835), hoan toan
kiéu dang Viét Nam, noi 1én tinh ty chu cua thg Kinh Nhon - Ban B0, kha nang tay
nghé va trinh d6 thAm my cua tho ta. Néi rat lai, tho Pang Trong du khéo dé duc
khong chi sing ma con nhiéu tht khac nita. Bang chtng 1 chin khau than cong dit
tai Ngo Mon thoi Gia Long, ¢6 bong dang nguoi Tay phuong nao nhung tay vao?
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Sau thoi ky chién tranh Trinh - Nguyén (1627-1672), cac loai sing 6ng xir
Dang Trong phan nhiéu “bo x6”, hodc dit ¢ cac diém phong ngy cho ¢6 vé nghiém
tic, hodc dit trang hoang ¢ cac cung dién, cong dudng cho c6 vé oai phong. Dau
thoi chiia Nguyén Phic Chu, nha su Quang Déong 1a Thach Liém Thich Pai San
duoc moi sang Thuin Hoéa truyén Phap, da nhin thdy phu chinh Phu Xuan tir xa
va mod ta nhu sau: “Sap dén vieong phii, ménh méng khéng cé thanh qudch, chung
quanh trong tre gai lam rdo, trong tre cat mot hang trai lop bang cé tranh, moi trai
déu cé dat sing dong, ndng tir vai tram can dén vai nghin cdn, diic rat tinh xdo,
kham chau sa phi thuy, van vé sang ngoi, nho cong chui danh lau nam moi duoc
nhie thé, néu dem sé dong nay diic lu, diic binh, lam do gia dung, quy gid chdng biét
bao nhiéu ma ké. Sau trai sung lai ¢é hang rao tre gai, phia trong c¢é vong twong
thdp, réng chirng mot hai diam, viecong phii ¢ trong dy”.“” Nha du hanh phuong Tay
James Bean dén phu Duong Xuén yét kién V& Vuong Nguyén Phuc Khoat ciing
miéu ta nhu sau: “...Cdnh cita mé ra va ching t6i buede vao san rat rong va dep,
dudi rdi s6i va trén trang tri rt trang 16. O mét phia kia la tau tiwong, noi voi ciia
vua 6, doi dién la tau ngwa. Nhitng bikc twong cao ba bg (feet) doi nhau. Bén phdi
la mét sanh kha réng giong nhw ché ngoi ciia quan toa. Cudi noi ndy nhin ra con
kénh 16n va li it vai khau trong sé nhitng dai than céng dep nhat ma téi da tirng
thdy...” . *) Cling voi d6 1a viéc tap luyén cling hoi hot. Dan Pang Trong an hudng
thai binh mdt thoi gian dai ngdt tram nam, nhét 13 tai Thuan Hoa - Pha Xuén, ngay
linh trang ciing song nhan nha va xa xi, dén ndi nam 1740, thwong nhan Piére
Poivre viét: “Nguwoi Pang Trong khéng biét sit dung dai béc sao cho c6 loi. Mot
khau siing khong c6 dwoc t6i 6 tay sing giéi va da s6 cdc qua dan lai khéng ding
kich thuoc”.

Pong 1a thir kim loai t6n tai 1au dai nhat, nhung ngay nay chung ta lai c6 rat
it di vat sing d6ng thoi chiia Nguyén trén dia ban Thira Thién Hue Nguyén nhan
chu yeu 1 do quan d6i cua chua Trinh di tich thu hét, khau nao t6t thi ché vé Bic,
khau ndo “c6 van d&” thi ndu duc tién. Lé Quy Pon cho biét: “Miia xudn nam Binh
Thén, ving truyén rang pham bdt dwoc sing dong ¢ Thudn Hoa, nong sing da
réng khéng ding duoc, cung la do déng tam dong nang lon khéng dimg duoc va
khong cho di duoc, thi dem pha huy gap ma d’uc tién cdt chira, dong tién ndng 1
dong can, dé chir “Canh Hung théng bao”, roi xem diic dwoc bao nhiéu, lam khdi
dé lén, dé chira ding vao viéc ngoai bién. Kiém doc sudt Poan qudn cong sai Ta
Twong co la Lai Trung hdu coi viéc diic, mé xwong diic & phia hitu trdn dinh, ldy
cai ddi cii la Ludn Binh hau Van Thé Nghi dam nhiém viéc 0”'p lam, ld'y nguoi am
hiéu cdc xad lam tho. Dinh to, vac lon, thung lon cua ho NguyéNn twrrong 7, 8 thuoc,
cao 3, 4 thuée, ndng 700, 800 cdn tré xuong, déu phd dé diic tién. Ngay 22 thing 2
bt dau lam, ngay 30 thang 6 thi xong”.“> Sau khi trir chi phi, diic duoc dén 23.962
quan. R3 rang 1 danh xung Trudng Tién bat ddu xuat hién tir ddy, chinh xac 13
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ngay 22 thang Hai nim Binh Théan (10/4/1776), vi tri ctia né 1a & phia hitu trin
dinh, tic d6 thanh Pha Xuan, bén bo bic Song Huong, nay ¢ trong khoang tir dau
cau Truong Tién dén Thuong Bac. Vi vdy ma cé danh xung phd Trudng Tién, bén
do Truong Tién. Trude ddy, nhidu ngudi “di im” ngudn gbe danh xung nay, déu
chi 12 v doan. Nha Hué hoc L. Cadiére diéu tra can than cling danh chiu, khong tra
161 duge cu thé, chi ghi chu: “Xwa kia o gdn cho nay, nhung o mot ché va mét thoi
diém khéng nhdt dinh, ¢6 mét sé dic tién, né khéng nhitng ddt tén cho bén do ma
ngay cd con séng Hué nita, dwoc nguoi Annam va nhitng ngueoi chau Au dau tién
goi la séng Truong Tién”. Co ngudi lai cho 13 & chd khach san Morin (tirc khach
san Saigon - Morin hién nay), gan bd nam Séng Huong; ciing c6 ngudi cho 1a bén
canh Trudng Trung hoc co sé Nguyén Tri Phuong hién nay, cach rat xa bo nam
Song Huong. Phan Thuan An theo ti liéu cia Phan Vian Dat cling viét: “Ngay xua,
& khu viee gan dau phia bdc cia cau Truong Tién hién nay, dd c6 mét “So diic tién
dong” ciia triéu dinh. S¢ nay dat dudi quyén diéu khién ciia mot ong thi lang Bé
H§”.“» Khong rd bac tién bdi ho Phan dya vao tu liéu ndo, nhung triéu dinh nha
Nguyén di c6 co sé duc & xd Duong Xuan rdi (Phudng Duc vira cd sin phuong
tién, vira c6 san nguyén li€u, vira ¢ san tho thuyén, rat tién), lai c6 cuc Bao Tuyén
o ngoa‘li Bic Thanh nita; diic tién cﬁng khong phai 12‘1 viéc thuong xuyén, thuong
tién hanh khi vua méi 1én ngdi, d6i nién hleu nén can gi phal dung thém co so
riéng cho ton kém; va chang, theo sur sach mdi khi c6 nhu cau vua xudng chi giao
cho cuc Bao Tuyén ¢ Bac Thanh diic roi chd vao, vi ngoai 4y nguyén liéu doi dao
hon & Hué (ddng c6 thé san xuit & mé Tu Long). Cho nén danh xung ndy xuét
hién vao cubi thé ky XVIII, khi quan Trinh chiém déng Thuan Héa thoi gian 1775-
1786, d3 md mot cude duc tién 16n nhu Lé Quy Pon viét (da dan trén).
LNL
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TOM TAT
Trong lwe lweng quan ddi ciia cac chia Nguyén, phao binh dwoc coi la mét binh ching bén
canh twong binh, tuy chwa phai 1a luc lwgng nong cbt nhw bd binh. Ngoai cac co stiing hoat dong
doc lap, con cé cac thuyén sung phién ché vao cac co bd binh va thdy binh dé hé tro tac chién.
Thoi ky Nguyén Phiac Tan & ngdi chua la thdi ky cdng thang cha chién tranh Trinh - Nguyén,
chua cho 1ap truwdng tap bén & lang Hoang Phuc (Thanh Phuwéc, huyén Huwong Tra). Theo nhirng
ngudi phwong Tay da tivng dén Dang Trong, thi linh ctia chia Nguyén bay gid st dung sung rét
giéi. Sung la tht vii khi quan trong, nhét 1a khi phong tha cting nhw khi céng ddn (danh thanh),
gdm diéu thwong (sng tay) va dai bac. X&» Dang Trong ¢ nhu cau rét cao vé dai bac cac c&, déc
biét la trong th&i gian chéng nhau véi quan Trinh (1627-1672). By gid, dai bac ctia chiia Nguyén
xuét tlr ba ngudn, moét & vét duwoc ngoai bién do tau phwong Tay bi tai nan chim triy truéc, hai
la do hoat déng thwong mai, g&i mua & cac nwéc ngoai, va ba la do twong ty (cuc the) clia nha
nwée dic, chi cAn mua nguyén liéu déng. Theo L& Quy Don, the Phu Xuan (gbc hai lang Phan
X& va Hoang Giang & Quang Binh) duc sung rat khéo. Tt khi d&i phi chinh vao Kim Long va Phu
Xuan, cac chia Nguyén thiét lap co s& duc sung tai b& nam Séng Huong, trén dat xa Duong
Xuan, goi 1a Trwong Bdng hay Trwdng Duc, tai day, da co mdt ngwdi tho phwong Tay tham gia
vé k¥ thuat va trang tri, Ia Joad da Cruz.

ABSTRACT
ARMED FORCES OF COCHINCHINA: ARTILLARY

Under the Nguyen lords, beside elephant troops, artillery was considered one of the armed
forces though it was not a core force as the infantry. In addition to independent artillery troops,
there were also gunboats in infantry troops and naval forces to support in combat. During the
rule of Lord Nguy&n Phic Tan, when the Trinh — Nguyén war was intensive, the Lord had a
firing range built in Hoang Phuc village (Thanh Phuoc commune, Huong Tra district). According
to Westerners who once came to Cochinchina, the Nguyen soldiers used their guns very well.
Guns, including muskets and cannons, are an important weapon in defence as well as in assault
(attacking fortifications). During the war against the Trinh Lords (1627-1672), Cochinchina had a
very high demand for cannons of all sizes. At that time, cannons of the Nguyén Lords came from
three sources;, the first was from western shipwrecks at sea, the second from trading with foreign
merchants, and the third was cast by the arsenal. According to L& Quy Bén, craftmen in Phu Xuén
(coming from Phan Xa and Hoang Giang villages, Quang Binh province) were skilful at casting
cannons. When transferring the residence to Kim Long and Phu Xuan, Nguyén Lords set up gun
casting plant on the south bank of Perfume River, in the area of Duong Xuan Commune, called
Trworng Dong or Truwdng Puc. There was a western craftman, Joad da Cruz, taking part in that
work as a technician and decorator.



