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VAN HOA - LICH SU

VAN BIA THOI TRAN: VAN DE VAN BAN VA GIA TRITU LIEU

Pinh Khiic Thuian®

1. Nhitng nét chung vé vin bia thoi Tran

Vian bia thoi Tran da dugc suu tap, gi6i thiéu trong sach Tho vdn Ly
Trdan,V Vién Van hoc, va sach Van khdc Hin Nom Viét Nam ® do Vién Nghién
cttu Han Nom va Pai hoc Trung Chinh DPai Loan hgp tdc xudt ban. Trong sach
Véin khdec Han Nom Viet Nam, giéi thiéu cid thdy 44 van bia, thi 1 vin bia
khong phai 1a bia thoi Tran. D6 1a bia “A Nau tu Tam bdo dién bi” § Hoa Lu,
Ninh Binh dugc cho 1a bia thoi Tran khic nam 1258, nhung thuc t& day la
bia thoi Mac thé& ky XVI véi hoa vian day leo khic chim tiéu biéu trén bia thoi
Mac. Noi dung vén bia ghi lai su kién vua Tran cAp rudng lam ctia Tam bao cta
chua.® Trén co s¢ nhitng suu t4p vén bia nay, ching t6i tién hanh gidm dinh
van ban, dong thoi bd sung tu liéu mdi, cd thdy la 53 van ban dugc ching
téi nghién cdu, gidi thiéu.

Vé nién dai, vén bia thoi Tran s6m nhat 1a bia Thiéu Long tu bi, § chua
Thiéu Long x4 Tam Hiép, huyén Hoai Pdc, Ha Noi, dugc khic ndm Binh Tuat
(1226), nam dau ctia nha Tran. Tiép d6 1a nhitng vén bia thudc nién hiéu Thiéu
Long (1258-1272): 3 bia; Hung Long (1293-1314): 4 bia; Khai Thdai (1324-1329):
5 bia; Khai Huu (1329-1341): 1 bia; Thiéu Phong (1341-1357): 7 bia; DPai Tri
(1358-1369): 9 bia; Thiéu Khanh (1370-1372): 4 bia; Long Khdanh (1373-1377):
2 bia; Xuong Phu (1377-1388): 5 bia; Quang Th4i (1388-1398): 1 bia. S6 con lai
khong ghi nién dai. Tuy nhién, vin dé dang nhan ra vian ban thoi Tran véi chir
hay tiéu biéu thoi Tran 1a chit nguyét viét b6t nét, hodc chit nam kiéng ddi ra
cht binh.

Trong s6 vian bia mang nién dai thoi Tran, c6 mot sd bia duge khic lai
vé sau. Chang han bia chua Sung Hung & xa Tiéu Liém, huyén My Loc, tinh
Nam Binh. P4y 1a van bia thoi Tran dugc soan vao ndm Hung Long thi nhat
(1293). Tuy nhién bia dugc khic lai vao thoi Lé trung hung véi trang tri tran
bia 1a réng chiu méit troi, diém bén 1a hoa vin day leo, diém chéan bia 14 hoa
van dong vat, mang dic trung trang tri bia cudi thé ky XVII dau thé ky XVIII.

Bia chua Khai Nghiém thon Vong Nguyét, x4 Tam Giang, huyén Yén
Phong, tinh Bic Ninh. Tran bia con tén bia & gitta von duge khic vao thoi
Tran, hai bén von di c¢6 hai hinh rong chau vao tén bia, nhung da bi m¢o hét.
Dén thoi sau khic lai tén bia theo chit hang ngang & ddi ngin cach giita tran
bia va than bia. Diém bia bi m¢ hét. Vin bia do Truong Han Siéu soan, khic
nam Khai Huyu tha 11 (1339), duge khic lai vao nam Canh Thinh thid 6 (1797).

Bia chuia Vinh Dy, hay con goi 1a chiia Du Tién thudc 10 Quéc Oai Trung
thoi Tran, sau 1a xa Thanh Thuy, huyén Thanh Oai, tinh Ha T4y, nay thudc

Vién Nghién ctu HA&n Ném Viét Nam.
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Ha Noi. Bia dung vao ngay lanh thugng tudn thang 2 nién hiéu Pai Tri thi 3
(1360), dugc khic lai vao thoi Lé v6i hoa van trén tran bia 1a hinh mit troi tua
may, hoa van diém bén 1a day leo.

Bia chiia Phic Minh cdn goi 1a Ong Lau ¢ chuia Phic Minh thén Yén Bé,
x4 Hiép Hoa, huyén Vi Thu, tinh Thai Binh. Van bia do P66 Nguyén Chuong,
chiic Triéu thinh dai phu (tdn quan v6i ham chanh ngii ph4m), Han l1am quyén
hoc si tri ché cdo, Thugng ky d6 Gy thoi Tran soan ndm Dai Tri thi 12 (1369).
Bia sau bi m¢ mon, nén dugc khic lai vao thoi Nguyén véi hoa vin trang tri
trén tran bia la hai hinh rong cich diéu hoa 14 va diém bén hoa vin hoa 14 c4ach
diéu thuong gip trén bia thoi Nguyén.

Bia chuia Tt An x4 Tay Quan, huong C8 La, phii Long Hung, nay la thon
bPong Hai, x4 Poéng Vinh, huyén DPong Hung, tinh Thai Binh. Van bia do
Ho Tong Thoc soan, khic nim Xuong Phu thd 6 (1382). Trang tri trén tran
bia hién tai 12 hai rong chau mét nguyét, d6 1a dé an dugc khic lai vao thoi
Lé-Nguyén.

Bia Phung Duong céng chia ¢ thon Cao Pai, xa My Thanh, huyén My Loc,
tinh Nam Binh, dung nam Quy Ty nién hiéu Hung Long nidm dau (1293); dugc
khéc lai vao ndm Minh Ménh thd 3 (1822) v6i hinh mat troi & gitta tran bia
cung hoa day va canh sen thudng gip trén bia thoi Nguyén.

Bia C6 tich than tir 6 dén Lai Yén, huyén Pan Phugng, nay la huyén
Hoai DPic, thanh phé Ha Ngi. Van bia dugc khic ndm Hung Long thd 20
(1312) do Truong Hén Siéu soan; duge khic lai vao dot trung tu nam Gia
Long tha 15 (1816).

Bia Thanh Hu dong von dugce dung vao thoi Tran, mét truée khic but tich
3 chit “Thanh Hu dong” ctia vua Tran Dué Tong, cung bon chit “Long Khanh ngu
thu”; mit sau khic bai tho ctia vua Tran Nghé Tong. Sau d6, dén nam Hodng
DPinh thd 4 (1603), mét sau bia bi m&, nén dudc khic mot van ban khac ké so
ruéng ctia chuia; mat truge khic lai hoa vén trang tri trén tran bia va diém
bia v6i hoa vén chif trién von chua bao gio xuat hién trén bia thoi Tran tré vé
truéec ma cht yéu xuat hién & giai doan sau tir thé ky XVII tré di. Trong vian
ban ruong dat & mit sau, c6 don vi hanh chinh “Thanh Hoa (xt) Thiéu Thién
phu, Pong Son (huyén), Tam Cdo x4” khong phai 12 hé thong hanh chinh thoi
Tran va dau thoi Lé so vé trudec ma thude vé thoi Lé ké tir cdi cach hanh chinh
ctia Lé Thanh Tong cudi thé ky XV tré di. Cling 6 mit tru6ce bia, con dugc khic
thém mot doan van ban ¢ 6 trong, cing nét khic v6i véin ban ¢ méit sau bia. Do
vay hai véin ban nay dich thuc la van ban khic nam Hoing Pinh thi 4 (1603),
cung hoa van rong cach diéu chif trién. Riéng bai minh khic § mit sau bia cia
vua Tran Nghé Toéng hién khong c6 trén bia, nhung duge biét dén trong suu tap
Viét Gm thi tdp cia Phan Phu Tién va Chu Xa.

Bia “Sung Thién tu bi” § chuia Sung Thién, chg Chung, xa Déc, 16 Hong thoi
Tran, nay 1a thon Thi DPdc, x4 Nhat Tan, huyén Ta Loc, tinh Hai Duong. Mt
truéc khic chit Phat to ndi choan hét cad mat bia. Phia duéi hai bén chit Phat 1a
hinh quy d6i vac dau va hac d6i chan den. Tran bia cham hinh hoa sen va day
14, diém bén cham hoa van rong 6 thit tii-hoa vin tiéu biéu khic trén diém bia
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thoi Ly. 0 géc phia trén cta chit Phat khic chim 7 dong chit Han nhé, mdi dong
12 chii. Chit nguyét & day viét binh thudng, khong phai theo 1& hdy thoi Tran.
Tran bia mat sau khac hai hinh rong chau vao tén bia dugc viét theo 18i chit
trién & gitta: “Sung Thién tu bi”, diém bén cham hoa cic day. Bai van bia khic
kin trén mét bia. Cac chit nguyét déu khic b6t nét theo 1é kiéng hiy thoi Tran.
Van bia do Hoa thugng Hué Van soan vao ngay Phat dan thang 4 nién hiéu Khai
Huu thi 3 (1331). Nhu vay, bia nay von duge dung tir thoi Ly ban dau chi khic
¢ méit truée bia v6i hoa vén trén tran bia, diém bia va hinh chit Phat to choan
hé&t mat bia, cung hai hinh quy doi vac dau va ddi chan den. Pén thoi Tran khic
van ban trén mat bia sau va mot doan van ban § géc phia trén mat trude bia.

Cudi cung, cling can diém dén mot bia 16n & chua Quynh Lam cé tiéu dé 1a
“An Nam c6 tich danh lam Pé nhat Quynh Lam bi ky”. Chinh t4m bia d4 nay
dang mang d4u 4n cda cac thoi xay dung, trung tu chua di lién véi viéc tu chinh
lai bia nay. Khéi thay day la bia duge tao tac vao thoi Ly véi kich ¢6 quy mo
kh4 16n cta bia, cing hoa tiét rong uén lugn mém mai trén tran bia va cac rong
6 dugc cham trén sudn bén bia mang dic trung rong thoi Ly. Pén thoi Tran
chua dugc trung tu, va bia ciing duge khic thém noéi dung, trong d6 c6 doan
ghi lai rang: “Nién hiéu Khai Th4i nidm thi 3 (1326), thdng 2 nam Binh Dan,
Bdo Tu Hoang thai hau cing 50 miu ruong ¢ trang Pa Man lam ctia Tam bao
chua Quynh Lam. Ngoc Hoa cong chia Tran Thi Ngoc Pdm lai trung tu chua
Quynh Lam, cing hai miu rudng ¢ ria ndi bén trai va bén phdi lam ctia Tam
bao chuia Quynh Lam”. Dén thoi Lé trung hung dau thé ky XVII, bia mo nén bi
duc di khéc lai. Hoa v&n tua may trén tran bia, cing hinh rong than méap hién rd
lan tu stia vao thé ky XVII.

Vé phan bé, vin bia thoi Tran cha yéu phan bd ¢ vung déng bang va
trung du Bic Bo va Bic Trung Bo, nhu Ha Noi (bao gdbm Ha Tay cii), Bac Ninh,
Hung Yén, Hai Duong, Ha Nam, Nam Pinh, Thai Binh, Hai Phong, Vinh Phuc,
Quang Ninh va Bic Giang. Ngoai ra, con c¢6 1 minh chuéng § Ha Tinh, 1 vian
bia  Nghé An va 2 minh vén § dia dau mién Bic thuoc dia phan tinh Ha Giang
ngay nay.

Vé loai hinh, bia thoi Tran bao gdm chi yéu la loai bia tao tédc, sau d6 la
bia ma nhai va bia bé tugng, cung minh van khic trén chudng dong va 1 van
ban khéc trén cot gb. Bia tao tac chi y&u la bia det c6 hai méit dugc tao téc
thanh mot bia d4 hoan chinh c6 than bia va bé bia. Bé bia thuong la hinh rua.
Rua tac tir d4 nguyén khoi kha viing chic. PAu rua cao, nhung khong vuon dai
va cao qua nhu thuong giap & bé bia giai doan sau, dudi rua vit 1én trén, gan
lién véi lung rua. Bia c¢6 tran bia 13 hinh ban nguyét lién khéi v6i than bia.
Tran bia, diém than bia va chan bia déu c6 hoa van trang tri.

Bia ma nhai dugc t4n dung cdc vach da dé khic vin ban, thudng khong
c6 hoa vén trang tri. Cum bia ma nhai thoi Tran dugc khic chii y&éu 6 vach nai
dong Duong Nham (Hai Duong) va nti Duc Thay (Ninh Binh), trong d6 ¢ vach
nti Duc Thiy hién c6 dén 10 van ban thoi Tran. Ngoai ra 1a vén bia khic trén
vach ndi Thanh Nam, thon Tram Huong, huyén Tuong Duong, tinh Nghé An,
khic bai van cia Nguyén Trung Ngan (1289-1370) viét khic trén dudng phung
gid vua Tran di chinh phat phuong Nam tré vé, vao nam At Hoi (1335).
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Nhin chung, bia tao tdc thoi Tran thuong c6 hai mait, tran hinh vién
phan, hoi chodi vé phia chan, gidn khép véi dé rua bang ngdng hinh chit nhat.
Toan bd phan trang tri va long bia déu ndm trén cung mot mat phang, ngin
c4ach bang cdc g chim hoic ndi méng manh.

2. Pic diém trang tri va van ban vin bia thoi Tran

Trong s6 van bia thoi Tran hién biét, c6 mot s khic trén vach d4, bé
tuong, s6 khéc dugc khic lai vé sau. Do vay, ching t6i chi chon nhiing bia tao
tdc, ma & d6 con bdo luu dugc nguyén dang ban dau va chua bi san khic lai
vé sau. Cu thé 1a c6 11 bia thoi Tran sé duge khdo sat dé rat ra nét dic trung
trang tri va vén ban trén bia thoi Tran.

2.1. Trang tri bia thoi Trdan

Mudi mot bia thoi Tran nay con giif nguyén hoa vén va bd cuc trang tri
ban dau dugc thé hién trén tran bia, diém bia va chan bia qua bang ké sau.

Trang tri trén tran bia Trén diém bia Chan bia
TT Bia/nam

Mat trudc Mat sau Mat trugc| Mat sau | Mat truéc |[Mat sau
1 |Thiéu Long, 1226 |6 chii+phugng |6 chii+phugng| cuc day +
2 [Hung Phuc, 1324 6 chii+réng + +
3 |Pai Bi, 1327 + 6 chii+réng + day leo
4 |Dién Phuc, 1328 + day leo +
5 |[Non Bdng, 1331 6 chii+phugng (6 chi+phugng +
6 |Sung Thién, 1331 6 chii+réng + rong
7 [Ngb Thi, 1335 + +
8 |Son Am, 1350 + + +
9 |Thanh Mai, 1362 + cuc day +
10|Sung Khanh, 1367 Phat+réng + +
11|Sung Nghiém, 1372| 6 chii+rong + +

Ti bang trén, cho phép c6 mot sé6 nhan xét vé trang tri trén bia thoi Tran
nhu sau:

Trang tri trén tran bia thoi Tran cha yé&u la dé tai 6 chi + rong (9/11),
ngoai ra la dé tai 6 chit + phuong (chi c6 2/11). Pé tai chit Phat + rong dugc trang
tri trén tran bia thoi Tran. Trang tri trén diém bia, cht y&u 1a dé tai hoa cic
thoi Tran (5/11), s6 khéc 1a hoa vén day leo (6/11). DPéi khi cling duge trang tri
bing c4c hinh réng xoan xit v6i nhau thuong duge goi 1a “rong §”. Dé tai trang
tri du6i chan bia chii y&u 1a hinh séng nuéc chiém gan nhu tuyét dai da so.

Cung nhu trén bia thoi Ly, tran bia thoi Tran cha y&u la tén bia duge khic
¢ gitfa trung tam trdan bia. O chit & gitta d6i khi thay bang mot chit Phat, tham
chi béng biic cham tugng Phat nhu trén tran bia chtia Sung Khanh (Ha Giang)
khic ndm 1367. Hai bén 1a hai chim phuong ho#c hinh réng. Dé tai phuong
tiép tuc dugc duy tri & giai doan dau nha Tran. Trong d6 tiéu biéu la bia chua
Thiéu Long (Ha No6i) dung ndm Kién Trung thi nhat (1226), nam dau tién cia
nha Tran, véi phong cach hoan toan nhu bia chua Dién Phic ndm 1158. Song
xu huéng hoa vin trang tri trén bia chua Thiéu Long cé phan gidn luge hon.
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Dé tai rong da xu4t hién ti thoi Ly, cang tré nén phd bién 6 thoi Tran.
Tuy nhién, nhitng bia thoi Ly Tran hién tai c6 trang tri rong chau mit troi déu
do doi sau khéc lai dé 4n trang tri nay, nhu bia chtia Sung Hung (M§ Loc, Nam
Dinh) c6 nién dai nim Hung Long nguyén nién (1293) dugc khic méi hoa vian
trang tri vao thoi Lé trung hung; hoéc bia chua Thing Nghiép (Thanh Oai, Ha
Nbi) c6 nién dai Pai Tri thi 3 (1360), nhung dugc khic lai hoa vin hinh mit
troi va rong vao thoi Lé v.v... Nhitng dé 4n trang tri nay hoan toan khong phai
14 dé an trang tri trén bia thoi Tran.

Tiép noi bia thoi Ly, dé tai trang tri trén diém bia thoi Tran phd bién 1a
hoa cic, mot biéu trung ciia Phat phap, thudng dugc cham ndi nhe, nghia la
nét cham khong qud siu, nhung ciing khong qua néong. Cac canh hoa ctc udén
luon d6i xiing hai bén tao thanh thé uén lugn hinh sin. Loai hoa van nay dan
dan dugc thay thé bdi hoa vin hoa day, truée tién 12 mot day leo hinh sin xuat
hién tir bia thoi Tran dugc goi 1a hoa vén day leo nhu & bang trén, sau d6 thanh
mot day leo uén lugn, hai bén tré ra nhitng canh hoa hoéc 14. Ciing hoa day uén
luon nay trén bia thé ky XVII, XVIII c¢6 thém nhiéu hoa tiét trang tri khac kha
phong phi nhu hoa 14, chim, tha... 14 dinh cao ctia nghé thuat diéu khéc dan
gian, gan lién v6i su hung thinh cta kién tric dinh lang.

Nhin chung, vé trang tri, nhitng bia dugc trang tri thoi Tran ti€p noi quy
cach trang tri trén bia thoi Ly. D6 1a tran bia cham hinh rong hoic phugng
chiu vao 6 chit dé tén bia (thudng viét kiéu chit trién hoidc 18); phan diém tran
va diém bén cham hoa vén hoa cic day hoic hoa day hinh sin; diém d4y trang
tri hoa vén séng nudc bién diéu dudi nhiéu hinh thic; bing ngin cach long bia
va tran bia cham céc 14 thiéng x&p cung chiéu ho#c ngudc chiéu d6i xing qua
mot hinh 14 dé & gitta. Trong khi duong nét cham khéc trén bia thoi Ly kha
tinh t&, mém mai, thi dudng nét cham khic trén bia thoi Tran c6 phan dam
khée hon.®

2.2. B6 cuc van bia thoi Trén

Trong bd cuc van bia thoi Tran, ndi bat nhat 14 tén bia va bé cuc bai
van bia.

2.2.1. Vé tén bia

Hau hét tén bia thoi Tran dugc tié€p noi trén bia thoi Ly, déu duge viét &
gitta tran bia trong khuén kho mot 6 vudng hodc hinh chit nhat ma hai bén la
rong ho#c phugng chau. Giita tran bia va than bia hau nhu khong c6 6 ngin
cach nhu thudng gip trén bia tir thoi Lé thé ky XV tré di.

Tén bia thudong dugc viét chit trién theo cot doc tir phai qua trai. Truong
hgp tén bia chita Sung Thién thoi Tran c6 4 chit “Sung Thién tu bi” thi dugc
kh&c thanh mot cot tir trén xudng dudi & gitta tran bia, vi thé céc chit nay bi
ép lai, nén chiéu cao chit bi thu hep, trong khi d6 bé ngang chit mé rong thém
ra hai bén. Nhitng tén bia dugc khic thanh mot hang ngang tit phai qua trai
¢ gitfa tran bia, hodc nhiing bia c6 tén bia khic trén 6 ngin cach giita tran bia
va than bia déu la bia 1am lai vé sau, da lam khéc bd cuc ban dau clia vin bia
thoi Ly-Tran. Ching han nhu bia Khai Nghiém bi ky, Vinh Béo tu bi,... déu
bi bao nhin bia ci di ma khic mot hang chit nho, 16i chif chan, ndm ngang tir
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phai qua trai § gitta tran bia. PAy ro rang khong phai 1a bd cuc tén bia nguyén
goc thoi Ly-Tran ma do doi sau da 1am khac di hoan toan.

Tran bia chia Thanh Mai thai Tran, Tran bia S0ng Mghiém, ndi Van Lai
khac ndm 1362, kh&c nédm Thiéu Khénh tha 3 {1372).

Bia Thanh Hu nién dai 1373-1377, nhung hoa Bia Song Humg nign dai 1293, nhung dugc
van rdng cach digu chi frién nay dudc khac lai khac vao thai L&. Tran bia va hoa vEn nay
vao nam Hodng Binh tha 4 {1803). hoan toan khdng phai bia thdi Trén.
F F F Vg EJ 3

: % Bia Phung Duomg nign dai 1263, nhung
k: tran bia néy da bj khac mdi hoan toan
vao thai Mguyén.

Mot s6 bia dugc khéc lai néu trén da khéc theo cac dé tai trang tri ¢ doi
sau, hoan toan khong luu giit duge ddu tich hoa van cham khic ban dau. Rat
ti€c 1a nhiéu dé tai nghién ctu vé bia, vin gi6i thiéu mau hoa van nay tiéu biéu
cho hoa vin thoi Tran, tham chi tap sach Van khdc Hin Ném thoi Trén - cong
trinh hgp tdc qudc t&, con dung dnh bia Thanh Hu dong da khic lai va hoan
toan mang phong c4ch trang tri thoi Lé dau thé ky XVII dé lam bia sach dai
dién cho vin bia thoi Tran. Ciing trong tap sdch nay (quyén Thugng, trang
XIX), phan khao ctu da khong phan biét rd hoa vén thoi sau khic lai trén bia
thoi Tran, nén dua cd nhitng hoa vin trang tri doi sau nhu dé tai “luéng long
triéu nguyét”, hoa van dong vat dé phan tich dic diém bia thoi Tran.

2.2.2. Bé cuc bai vdn bia
Vin bia thoi Tran tiép néi bo cuc van bia thoi Ly, c6 nét riéng biét so véi
bia tir thoi Lé thé ky XV tré di, v6i bé cuc thudng thay theo trinh tu nhu sau:
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Tén bia (viét theo 16i chit trién hoéc 1& trong khung chif nhat gitta tran
bia, nhu mot thanh phan trang tri), cing bai ky va bai minh. Dong lac khoan
xudt hién kha day da ¢ phan cudi van bia thoi Tran, trong khi d6 déi khi nién
dai va ngudi dung bia lai xudt hién & nhitng dong d4u vian ban bia thoi Ly.

Trong khi van bia thoi Tran chd trong ¢ nién dai va tac gid soan vén bia,
thi van bia thoi Ly lai chid trong 6 ngudi dung bia. Vi thé nguoi dung bia ¢ thoi
Ly thudng duge ghi ngay ¢ dong dau vén ban. Nhitng ngudi dung bia nay hiu
hét 1a nguoi c6 thé lue nhu ngudi dung bia chua Bao Ninh (Tuyén Quang) 1a vi
Pong trung thu mén ha Binh chuong su tri Vi Long chau su, mot vi quan dau
triéu dugc giao trong trach tran tri cd khu bién cuong nay; nguvi dung bia Cé
Viét va bia Thai uy Ly cong 1a D6 Anh Vi, tude Viét Quoc cong, va ngudi dung
bia chia Ngudng Son l1a Théi dy Ly Thudng Kiét quan dau triéu nha Ly... Thuc
té& cho thdy nhitng bia nay rat hoanh trang, dugc cham khic cong phu, ghi vé
su kién trong dai nhu dung chuia 16n, vé nhan vat danh tiéng trong triéu, lai
doi héi chi phi 16n, nén thudng 1a nguvi cé tién ctia va vi thé ding ra dung bia.
Dic diém nay duy nhat gip lai trén bia thoi Tran truong hop van bia chua
Thiéu Long (Tam Hiép, Hoai Pic, Ha Noi) khic nam cudi Ly dau Tran (ndm
1226). Nguoi dung bia nay la Tiét ché nhap noi Thai ti D6 Ning T€, mot dai
than trong gia dinh D3 Anh Vi thé luc thoi nha Ly.

Bai ky trén vén bia thoi Ly kha dai, thudng c6 3 phan: mé dau, goi la
“duyén khéi” (Iy do), ti€p dén 1a phan miéu td nhan vat, qué trinh xay dung
cong trinh va canh tugng cong trinh sau khi da hoan tat.

Van bia thoi Ly cht yéu la bia vé cong trinh xay dung chua Phat, nén
phan mé dau thuong ca tung su nhiém mau cia dao Phat, dic biét nhan manh
dén tugng phép va su can kip dung chua “diéu dang tham ctu khong c6 gi 16n
hon tugng phédp, ma sung thugng tugng phap khong gi bang chua chién” (Bia
An Hoach Béao An tu).

Vin bia thoi Tran 14 su ndi ti€p cia van bia thoi Ly, nhung khong chi c6
bia chiia ma con c¢6 bia mo chi, bia dén Than, quan Pao. Tuy nhién, diu la bia
chuia Phat, hay bia quan Pao, dén Than... ching van c6 nhiing nét chung, vi déu
14 van bia ghi lai cac su kién 16n, cdc nhan vat 16n, gin véi viéc xay dung céc
cong trinh 16n cda triéu dinh, nhim ngogi ca thoi thé hung thinh va cau chic
cho van nuéc dai lau, Thanh hoang trudng tho. Vi thé, trong cac van bia thoi
Tran thudng vAn xuidt hién nhiing 16i chic tung nhu: “Kinh chic Kim thuong
Hoang d& thanh tho vo cung” (Bia Bach Hac Thong Thdanh qudn chung), “Chic
hai vi Hoang dé: nii tho mai vitng, bé phic thém sau, di dich chin chau, thay
déu than phuc” (Bia Pai Bi Dién Minh tu bi). Van bia Tu An (Thdi Binh) ghi
viéc cong chda Thiéu Ninh dung chua Tit An dé€ bdo on vua cha. Van bia chua
Sung Nghiém ghi viéc dung chua, ddc tuong chinh 12 d€ s6m chiéu cau khan
cho “Hoang d6 bén viing, thién ha thai binh, ddc vua muén tudi” v.v...

Thoi ky nha Tran, Phat gido van 1a ton gido duge ton sung, nhung Nho
gido cling phat trién manh dan; dic biét 1a d&n cudi thoi Tran, doi ngi Nho si
ngay mot dong ddo va vi tri cia ho khong ngiing duge nang cao. Do vy, van bia
thoi Tran tuy phan 16n van 1a bia chuia, nhung tac gid soan vin bia lai chi yé&u
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thudc Nho si. Bén canh cac tac gia la nha Nho, nha su con ¢6 tac gia thudc gigi
Dao si. Nhu vay, c6 thé thay, tdc gia vén bia thoi Tran cé6 su gép mit day da cia
dai dién Tam gido. DPiéu nay mdi chi thay bit dau tir trén van bia thoi Tran.®

Chinh vi c¢6 su gép mit cia dai dién Tam gido, nén vin bia thoi Tran
phong phi hon vé loai hinh téc gid, nhung ciing d& nhan th4y, cdc tdc gia xuat
than nha Nho 1a luc lugng co y&éu nhat, va chinh diéu nay da khién cho vin bia
thoi Tran c6 su thay d8i quan trong so vé6i vén bia thoi Ly vé cd noi dung va
hinh thic nghé thuat.

3. Gia tri s liéu van bia thoi Tran

Vin bia thoi Tran 1a ngudn tu liéu quy, c6 gid tri vé nhiéu mét trong
nghién ciu lich st véin héa xa hoi duong thoi ma ¢ day xin diém ra mot s6 nét
tiéu biéu.

3.1. Ngéi chita va Phdt dién thoi Tran

Noi dung van bia chua thoi Tran kha phong phd phan 4nh nhiéu méit vé
hoat dong Phat gido, ciing nhu lich st xa hoi duong thoi. Tru6e hét vé viéc dung
chua va kién tric chtia Phat thoi Tran. Phat gido Tric Lam Yén T dé lai dau
an sau dam & cum di tich danh thang thudc diay nai Yén T4 va phu cian, ma cu
thé 1a céc di tich thudc huyén Pong Triéu (Quang Ninh), § mot s6 di tich thudc
huyén Chi Linh (Hai Duong) va & huyén Luc Ngan (Bic Giang, dugc goi 1a Tay
Yén Tu).

Vé cum van bia ¢ cac di tich thudc huyén Pong Triéu, tiéu biéu 1a vin
bia chtia Quynh Lam An Nam c6 tich danh lam Dé nhdt Quynh Lam bi ky cho
biét: chtia Quynh Lam dugc xay dung tir thoi Ly, dén thoi Tran dugec mé mang,
cung rudng chua. Sau dé chua dugc xay mdi kha quy mod vao ndm Vinh T tha
3 (1621), gbm thuong dién 3 ting, thiéu huong, tién duong, huong vii, hau Phat
duong, hai bén hanh lang, hau ting phong odn. Pén nim Cidnh Hung thd 30
(1769) lai dugce tu stia, md rong quy mo, cung viéc tu sua, tai tao khu thap mo.
D6 1a thap mo clia cdc vi t6 tung tu tri tai chua.

Quy mo6 va Phat dién chua thoi Tran, dugc tu liéu van bia cho biét, chuia
chi y&u 1a Phat dién ¢ trung tam kién tric, xung quanh chi la toa kién truc phu
nhu nha tang, phong oan... Van bia chua Hung Phic (Thanh Héa) ghi: “Pién
Phat x4y phia tru6c, nha tang boc phia sau. Bé tho d6 bing rong d4, cham khéc
cuc tai khéo nhan gian; dién Phat lgp bang ngéi hoa, mai vuon cao suét ngoai
may thdm. Thém x&p d4 van; san bay hoa la. Gié thodng ngon tung, phang
phat nhu cung troi vang tiéng sdo; tring ray truc biéc, lung linh nhu c6i Phat
téa hao quang”.

Trén Phat dién thoi Tran thudng cé it tugng, va c6 18 chi yéu la tugng
A Di Pa. “Khai thac nén méng, mé rong quy mo, ddp td tuong Phat, khic
cham muén hinh” (van bia chua Hung Phic). Mot s6 ngoi chua da bat dau
c6 tuong Tam thé. “Nha su mé nui bat ring, xdy dung vai am, dic pho Tam
thé&, cung tuong Pai Bi, toan bang vang, dit 6 dinh non, sé6m chiéu cau khan:
Hoang do6 bén vitng, thién ha th4i binh, ddc vua muén tudi...” (vin bia chua
Sung Nghiém).
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Hién tai cdc ngdi chua ¢ Bic Trung Bo nu6c ta con kha nhiéu bé tuong
tho thoi Tran, thuong duge goi 1a bé da hoa sen. Trong s6 minh vin khic trén
bé da hoa sen thoi Tran c6 2 minh vén c6 tiéu dé truc ti€p dé cap dén tén goi
va chic ning bé d4 hoa sen trong Phat dién thoi Tran.

Mot 1a minh van trén bé da chua Pai Bi 6 thon Qué Duong, xa Cat Qué,
huyén Hoai Dic, thanh phé Ha Nbi, khic nam Long Khdnh thi 2 (1374). Minh
van c6 tiéu dé 1a “Qué Duong thon, Pai Bi tu Phat ban” va noi dung vin ban.
Nguyén van doan van ban d6 nhu sau:

FERZAS B SF R R AR HEWR . o o BEASHLE, P&
BOFF, =B AE, SCA B . 7

(Qué Duong thon Pai Bi tu Phat ban. Long Khanh nhi nién Gidp Dan
nhi nguyét tao Phat ban nh4t tru. Thi chi tam nhén céc xuat ngii quan, Hp x4
Nguyén Xit that nhan Nguyén Thi Ban, Van cong c6 Nguyén Thanh....

Nghia la: Ban tho Phat chua Pai Bi thon Qué Duong. Vao ngay thang 2
nam Gidp DAan, nién hiéu Long Khanh thi 2 (1374), tao mét ban tho Phat.. Thi
chu 3 nguoi, mdi ngudi cung 5 quan, Ho x4 Nguyén X, phu nhan Nguyén Thi
Ban, Vian cong c6 Nguyén Thanh...).

Hai 14 minh vén khéc trén ban tho Phat chua DPai Bi 6 16 Quoc Oai Trung
thoi Tran, nay la chua Boi Khé, xd Tam Hung, huyén Thanh Oai, thanh ph&
Ha Noi, khic ndm Xuong Phu thi 6 (1382). Minh van c6 dau dé 1a “Béi Khe
thon Pai Bi tu Phat ban HZEMN KESFMHER”, véi noi dung cu thé nhu sau (dich):

“Ban Phat chua Pai Bi, thon B6i Khé. Ngay 15 thang Giéng nidm Nham
Tu4t, nién hiéu Xuong Phu thi 6 (1382). Thach chi phung tho ban tho Phat &
lang Trung, xa Pong, 10 Quoc Oai 1a Dién thi d6 1énh diing tha Nguyén Hoi cung
vo Nguyén Thi [...] cing tién 20 quan, d& lam ctia Tam béo luu truyén méai mai”.

“Ngay 15 thang 2 niam Nham Tut, nién hiéu Xuong Phu tha 6 (1382).
Thach chtd phung tho ban tho Phat ¢ lang Trung, x4 DPong, 16 Qudc Oai 1a
Huyén Chan dai si Nguyén Di, cing vo Nguyén Thi Uong cing tién 10 quan,
va mot thira dat tai Roc Tri, phia dong dai 7 sao, gidp Tam bdo, phia tay dai 7
sdo, giap [...], phia nam rong 1 sdo rudi, gidp P6 Thi Dao, phia bic rong 2 sao,
giap Kho nhi Duong [...] lam vat luu thong Tam bdo... ”.

R6 rang 13, tén goi bé d4 hoa sen thoi Tran duge goi 1a ban thd Phat. Ban
tho Phat 1a ban tho & chinh dién, phia trén dat tugng tho. Vé sau, do sé lugng
tugng Phat ngay mot nhiéu, nén ban thd khong da bai tri hét tugng thy, nén
lam thém cac bé tho & phia sau ban tho Phat nay.

Ngoai cdc ngodi chua Phat duge xay dung, tu bé ra, thap chua ciing dugc
chi trong xay dung, ton tao. Quy mo thap kha 16n, nhu thap trén nai Duc Thay,
dugce xay bon tang, “dém téa hao quang, ké xa ngudi gan déu trong thay rd6” (Bia
ndi Duc Thay). Pac biét 1a thap Pho Minh, day chinh 1a ngdi thap chia x4 ly
ctia vua Tran Nhan Tong, dé nhat t§ Tric Lam, v6i hién than 12 mot déa sen
vang ruc rd. Cay thap chinh 14 biéu tugng cho su déng nhat Vua-Phat, Phat-
Vua va tén goi Pho Minh nghia la “dem 4nh sdng Phat, 4nh sdng minh triét
dé gidp moi sinh linh gidc ngd” cling phén anh tu tudng chi dao ctia Phat phai
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Tric Lam. Cung véi thap Phat 1a thap mo caa su tang. D6 1a thap mo caa cac
vi su t6 Phat gido Tric Lam duge dung ¢ trung tam Phat gido Tric Lam Yén
Tt. Tai chua Am Vai, xd Nam Duong, huyén Luc Ngan, tinh Bic Giang c6 thap
mo Bo tat von 1a cong chda thoi Tran xuét gia tu hanh ¢ day. Thap va bia mo
con dugc bao luu kha nguyén ven.

Phat dién thoi Tran, dén nay hau nhu déu da bi bién déi so véi dién mao
ban dau. Tuy nhién, tu liéu vin bia cung c4p nhiéu thong tin vé Phat dién thoi
Tran, nhu vita néu trén. Pay 1a déng gép quan trong ctia vin bia trong viéc
nghién ctu ngdi chua va Phat dién thoi Tran.

3.2. Phat giao Truc Lam Yén Tu

3.2.1. Trung tam Phdt gidgo Tric Lam Yén Tu

Vin bia truc tiép dé cap dén cdc nhan vat, ciing nhu hoat dong ctia Phat
gido Tric LAm Yén T, trude hét 1a nhitng vin bia ¢ khu vue Yén T va nhitng
noi mang dam dau 4n Phat gido Tric Lam. Noi dung van bia nay kh4 phong
pht phdn anh nhiéu mit vé hoat dong Phat gido, cling nhu lich st xa hoi
duong thoi.

Tu tudng chi dao cia Phat gido Truc Lam 1a su két hop gitta dao vé6i doi,
nhu Tran Thai Tong néi “Pao Phat khong chia nam, bic, déu cé thé tu cau;
tinh nguoi c6 hién ngu, déu cung dugc gidc ngd. Vi vay, dai gido cia ddc Phat
l1a phuong tién dé mé long mé mudi, 12 con dudng soi rd 1& ti sinh... ”. Thém
nifa, thién phdi Tric LAm nhdn manh rang “Phat & trong long, long lang 16 va
sang sudt, d6 chinh 1a chan Phat”, nghia 1a “gidc ngd dugc chan tam” c6 thé
thanh Phat. Véi tu tuéng do6, thi khi 4y du 1a vua quan, dai than, thira tuéng
hay quéc su, cu si hay thudng dan déu c6 thé thanh Phat. Vua céi 4o bao, cao
dau tré thanh vi su danh tiéng. Nguoi ngudi dua nhau hang tam cong ddc cing
duong, chua Phat moc 1én khip noi, d6n ndi Truong Han Siéu sau d6 phai thot
1én ring: “Thién ha ndm phan thi su ting chiém mot”.

Thuc trang nay cing da dugc van bia phan anh khé ro. Pa c6 khong it
ngdi chuia thoi Tran duge xay dung, tré thanh trung tAm 16n thu hat hoat dong
Phat gido duong thoi, nhu chtia Quynh Lam (nay thuoc xa Trang An, thi tran
Mao Khé, tinh Quang Ninh). Vua Tran Nhan Tong chuéong dao Phat cho ring
chua Quynh Lam 1a danh lam dé nhA&t cia troi Nam, bén dung chuia § d6. Chua
c6 ba gian. Gian giita 1am chinh dién, truéc lam tién dién, sau lam hau dién.
Ctra cong ruc rd, tda sen xan lan, tugng phap nghiém trang, goi 12 Quynh Lam
Phat tu, mot trong ti quy ctia nuéec Nam. Tuong truyén ¢ hau dién c6 tuong
Tran Nhan Téng toa thién, nhiéu lan linh tGng ruc ré.

Tai khu vuc Pong Triéu, Chi Linh ma truéc day cuing nim trong cum di
tich Yén T, c6 kh4 nhiéu di tich thoi Tran va vian bia, trong dé tiéu biéu la
van bia chua Thanh Mai (Chi Linh) dung nam Pai Tri tha 5 (1362), ghi chép
kh4 nhiéu ngbi chua danh tiéng ctia Phat gido Tric Lam Yén T duge xay dung,
trung tu.

Cu thé nhu, dén nam 1329 da c6 hai khu chua 16n 1a Bdo An va Quynh
Lam, ndm ngon thap va hai tram tang duong duoc xay dung. Nam 1314, riéng
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chiia Bdo An, su Phap Loa da cho x4y 33 co sé gobm dién Phat, gac chia kinh
va tang duong. Su con xay dung cdc am nhu H6 Thién, Chan Lac, An Ma&.., mé
rong chua Thanh Mai va Cén Son. Cac dé ti cia Phap Loa ciing cho xay dung
nhiéu thap, chua & khip noi. Trong nidm nay, “Su tao hon 1.300 tugng Phat 16n
nhé, hon 100 tuong bing dat, dung hai ngdi chua 16n va 5 toa thap, 1ap hon
200 tang x4, do hon 15.000 tang ni, in by kinh Pai tang”.

N&am 1328, thién su (Phap Loa) lai cho dic modt pho tugng Di Lic va tau
xin nha vua cho dugdc rudc tugng tif nén dién 1én bdo toa dé dat vang. Vian bia
“Thanh Mai Vién Thong thap bi” viét: “Nién hiéu Khai Th4i nidm thi nhat
(1324), ngay 12 thang Mu6i mot nam Giap Ty, Bao Tu Hoang thai hiu xin véi
Ph6 Tué Minh Giac ton gia, t6 thd hai dong Tric LAm cho dung tugng Di Lic
cao 6 thudc. Tu d6 Van Hué Vuong va Thuong Tran Th4i truéng cong chda xin
ciing chin nghin lang hoang kim dé dac pho tuong 4y. Con trai truéng ctia cong
chiia Nhat Tran 1a Thuan Ung cing 50 mau rudng & trang Hoa Luu d& lam cda
Tam bdo chua Quynh Lam. Tu d6 Van Hué Vuong thién su, Thuong Tran Thai
truéng cong chia cing 300 mau rudng ¢ Cu Linh, Gia Lam; lai cing rudng &
trang Van Dong, tat cd cong 1a 1 nghin mau va 1 nghin nam nit gia nd vao
chua Quynh Lam. Vao nam M&u Thin nién hiéu Khai Thai tha 5 (1328) thang
Ba, Bao Tt Hoang th4di hau, Bdo Hué Quoc miu moi su dén chua Quynh Lam
tap hop su sdai mudi phuong dién giang Pai Thira chan kinh, lai 14p dan chay
10 ngay cau cho Tran Anh Tong Hoang dé Bo tat. Minh Tong Hoang dé Bo tat
phé chudn 161 tau cha su chua cho cAm quan dén rudc tugng Phat Di Lic dit
1én dién va thép vang” (Vin bia chiia Thanh Mai).

Van bia “Thanh Mai Vién Thong thap bi” con cho biét, chia Vinh Nghiém
(Bic Giang) 1a chon t6 cta gido hoi Tric Lam, noi san khic cac bo kinh Phat.

Cung v6i cum vén bia chiia Thanh Mai la cum vén bia Con Son - Kiép Bac
huyén Chi Linh 1 ngudn st liéu quy vé Tric LAm Yén Td. Tu thoi Tran, tai
chua Thién Tu Phic - Con Son da dién ra cdc cudc dai hoi ching ting, nghe céc
qudc su gidng kinh thuyét phdp. Van bia “Thanh Hu dong” ghi ring: “Xua, thoi
Hoang d& Minh Téng triéu Tran nuéc Nam Viét, hoc dao tu than thanh qua
Phat k& truyén tong phdi t8 su thi ba 14 Huyén Quang noi doi tu tri tai danh
lam Con Son Tu Phac”.

Thién su Phép Loa ndm 1316, da ton tao mé rong chua Cén Son, xay dung
noi day thanh ting vién dao tao ting ni, gidng kinh thuyét phdp. Sau d6 su
Huyén Quang tif ndm 1329 vé tru tri § Con Son, xay nhiéu cong trinh, trong dé
c6 am Bach Van trén niti Con Son. Van bia “Con Son Tu Phic tu” ghi: “Chua
Thién Tu Phic Con Son xa Chi Ngai, huyén Phugng Nhéan 14 noi danh lam c6
tich, noi tru tri cla su t6 thi 3 doi nha Tran, su ndi phdap Huyén Quang Ma Ha
ton gid, chua xua dugc Tran Minh Toéng cAp mot van to diép khong chi, nguvi
cing tién vang ké dén hang nghin luu truyén dén mudn doi”.

Ngoai ra, vin bia con cho biét cac hoat dong cua Phat gido Tric LAm, nhu
kinh ké dugc truyén tung, mang lu6i son mén & khap noi,... Cu thé nhu, kinh
Phat dugc Phat gido Tric LAm s dung la kinh Hoa Nghiém, kinh Thu Lang
Nghiém. Vén bia con cho biét chinh thién su Ph4p Loa tiing truyén gidng nhiéu
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kinh Phat nay, cung cac kinh ké khac nhu Kinh Si ngoai thu, Pai tang Tiéu
thita, Thién Lam thi&t chiy ngit luc, Tué Trung Thuong si ngit luc,...

Cac dé ti tham hoc dic phap cia su Phap Loa kh4 nhiéu nhu “Dién Chau
la Ngan, Nhan Kiét 1a Thuan, Quynh Lam la Khai, Siéu Loai la Nguyén, Tric
Puong 12 Quan, H6 Thién 1a Na Quynh Lam la Khoang, Thanh Am la Quang,
Khong Am 1a Tinh, Phé Minh 1a Chi, Cé Chau la Trang, Ai Chau 1a Hanh. Tiéu
Hué ba Tuyen Tu Hoang thai hau. Tu Hué Ty khuu ni Thién Truong Truéng
cong chia. Pdu Am 1a Luan, T Am 1a Dy, Quéch Son 1a Khoi, Truy Son la
Nhan, Ai Chau 14 Quén, Khong Son 1a Cu, Phlen Am la Di, T1en Gia 1la Mau,
Hai Triéu 1a Minh, Huy Puong 1a Triét, T€ Giang la Hué... ”

3.2.2. Su luu truyén réng rai cia Phdt gido Tric Lam Yén Tu

Phat gido Tric Lam kha phd bién, dugce luu truyén rong rii va ton nghiém.
Véan bia ndi Duc Thay (Ninh Binh) ghi lai sy kién dung thap nay nhu sau: “Hém
bat tay vao viéc, su Pidc Uyén lai chiém bao thay du’c Tric LaAm Phé Tué (tdc
Phap Loa, vi t& thu’ hai dong Thién Trdc Lam) két 4n gill cho thép yén ving...
Thap xay bon tang, dém téa hao quang, ké xa ngudi gadn déu trong thay ro. T4t
c4 nhiing viéc 4y, ¢6 viéc nao khong phai do phép mau nhiém cia dic Phat ta”.

Ciing bai van bia nay con cho biét khi nha su Tri Nhu x4y dung thap, 1a
ngudi “theo hau didc Phd Tué, tham hiéu ton chi cia phai Tric Lam, tu than
khé hanh, bé dugc 1& nghi phién phiic gio hai ban tay khong ma lam nén
viéc 16n...”.

Bia Ngé gia thi bi 6 chua Khanh Long thudc xa Pinh X4, huyén Binh Luc,
tinh Ha Nam, dugc khic nim Binh Ngo nién hiéu Pai Tri (1366) thoi Tran,
khéc tugng phu diéu va van ban chit Han. N9i dung vén ban cho biét vao ngay
08 thang Mudi nim MAau Tudt nién hiéu Hung Long thi 6 (1298) nha vua ngu
lam vé Van Am, dich than 6ng ho Ngo dang tdu xin dem dat vudn dé dung
chuia. Vua Tran dugc dé cap & day la Thuong hoang Tran Nhan Téng. Tran
Nhan Tong sau khi nhuong ngdi thuong di van du khdp noi, sang cd Chiém
Thanh, ngai di tu va lap ra Thién phai Tric Lam, duge coi 1a vua Phat, 1a dic
Phat ti thé & Dai Viét.

Vi vay, ciing c¢6 thé nghi d6 1a chan dung nha vua thuc su, ghi lai hinh 4nh
va su kién nam 1298 vua Tran Nhan Tong da ngu gia vé day, va nho d6 Van
Am c6 thém dat cha cu si Ngo Khong dang lam chua. Vua Tran Nhan Tong 1a
T6 ctia Thién phai Tric Lam, tic vua da héa Phat, hay 1a Phat tai thé, do d6
btic chan dung chuia Gidu c6 tu thé va trang phuc vua, c6 dai sen va hao quang
cua Phat la hoan toan thich hop.

Tém lai, van bia thoi Tran cé gia tri nhiéu mét trong viéc nghién ctu
lich st véin héa xa hoi duong thoi. Tuy nhién, cAn gidm dinh vin ban dé chit
loc, khai thac nhiing ct liéu xdc thuc trén bia va vén bia dé tranh su nham 1an
dang tiéc ma bai viét nay da diém ra doi diéu.
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TOM TAT

Van biala nhCrpg van ban khac trén da, cung minh van khac trén kim loai dugc goichungla
van bia ho#c van khac. Van bia thdi Tran néi riéng, van bia thdi Ly-Tran noi chung la nhitng van
bia quy hi€m, lién quan dén lich sl van hoa xa hoi duong thdi. Vi vay, van bia thdi Tran da dugc
nhiéu ngudi nghién cuu, gidi thiéu. Tuy nhién, do lau ngay, nén c6 khong it van bia dugc khac lai,
ho&c dung mdi dé ghi lai ndi dung van bia von ¢6 tu trudc. Diéu dé dé lai khong it tré ngai déi véi
viéc khai thac tu liéu trén bia. Bai viét nay nham khai quat dac diém bia va van ban van bia thdi
Tran. Trén cd s& d6 giam dinh tu liéu trén tiing bia va van bia cu thé dé tranh su nham lan khi s
dung tu liéu nay trong viéc nghién ctu lich st van hoa xa hoi dudng thdi. Dong thgi bai viét budce
dau khai thac gia tri st liéu cla van bia thai Tran.
ABSTRACT

STELAE IN THE TRAN DYNASTY: BASIC ISSUES AND DOCUMENTARY VALUE

Stelae consist of inscriptions carved on stone or engraved on metal. Stelae in the Tran
Dynasty in particular, in the Ly and Tran Dynasties in general are rare and precious ones related
to the cultural and social history at that time. Thus, stelae in the Tran Dynasty have been widely
studied and introduced. However, some stelae were re-engraved or re-erected to record the
content of previous ones. That caused a lot of obstacles to the exploitation of materials on stelae.
This article aims to generalize the characteristics and texts of the stelae in the Tran Dynasty, and
on that basis, the documentation on each specific stele will be assessed to avoid confusion when
using the materials for the study of the cultural and social history at that time. Simultaneously, the
article initially exploits the value of historical materials of the stelae in the Tran Dynasty.
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