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I TIM MO THAY, TU THUC TE PEN TIEU THUYET

Nguyén Khic Phe’

Anh chi em, cac chdu va ba con doc tiéu thuyét Biét ddu dia nguc thién
duong (Nxb Phu nit, 2010, t4i ban 2011) cta t6i han con nhé doan cudi thuat lai
chuyén di dic biét cia ba anh em “Tam, Hung, Thay” di tim mo “Cu Huy” vao
khoang nam 1978."" Trong chuong nay c6 doan Hung “tu phé phan” nghiém
khéc su “vd dao” clia minh da “bd quén” nidm xuong tan clha bd giita riing bao
nam (do s¢ bi “16 tdy” 1y lich c6 “vét” vi dang phan dau vao Dang), trong khi
chinh minh coéng tac ngay trén con dudng gadn khu mo. Xin trich lai doan dé:

.. Mot chuyén di ddang phdi nhé doi nhu thé, vdy ma chdng dé lai trong
tdm tuéng Hung dn tuong gi sdu dam. Trong dém trudc ngay lén tau di vao
Trai Khe Sdn, anh Tam ti mdn héi han vé nhitng gio phit cudi cung ctia bé
truée khi phdi vinh biét nguoi théan - nao la cu c6 dn uéng duoc gi khong? Cé
dan do gi khong? Cé dau dén ldm khéng? Khi giao vao trai, con diu sic ma tu
budc di khéong?... - Hung ciing chdng trd loi duoc gi cu thé. Hung chi nhé mot
lan, khi nguoi khiéng cdng di trudée hut chdn vao ranh nudéc khién chiéc vong
sat xuéng nén dda dam, cu Huy dau dén thot kéu lén: “Sao khong cho Thay chét
di dé cdc con dé kho..” Hdi ngoi héng chuyén bén canh, ciing thdy cdi vé ling
tung nhu hoc tro khéng thuéc bai cia Hung, dd phdi bubéng loi ché trach éng
anh-nha van vén luén duoc co ton sung: “Anh that.. Chuyén thé ma anh khong
nhé gi cd thi la that!” Luc d6, Hung chi cii ddu néi nhé: “Lau qud réi.. Ma lic
dé anh con nhé..” Khong! Khong don gidn nhu thé! Dem dy, Hung da trdn troc
mai vi loi cheé trach cia c6 em. Lan ddu tién, anh mé xé dén tdn cung tdm trang
ciia minh, dau dén thu nhdn mét diéu tham vé 1y va vé dao dic ma ldu nay,
anh ciing nhu nhiéu nguoi khdc, cé y hodc vé tinh lang quén, coi nhu chdng
c6 gi ddng ban tdm: Hung khong nhd, chi vi anh khong con thuong bo, khong
can quan tdm gi dén bé nia! Phdi! T ngay anh quang khdn dé di ddu trong
Doi Thiéu nién Thding Tdm, hdng hdi hé khdu hiéu cé dong cho cudc ddu to cu
Huy, thi ré rang hai bé con da & hai bén chién tuyén. Luc dé, thi duong nhién
Hung hiéu viéc lam ciia minh la phdi 18, la ¢6 dao diic. Dan da, anh cing hiéu
ra nhung chua bao gio tu lén dn minh. Tham chi, trong ho so xin vao Ddng, dé
“kiém diém lap truong” hong lam nhat bét “vét den” trong ly lich, Hung da tu
hao coi dé la mét thanh tich, mot bang ching vé y thic gidc ngd giai cdp, biét
diung hdn vé phia néng dan!

Cing chinh vi thé ma mdc du hon muoi ndm trude, trong doi quin xdy
dung va bdo ddm giao théng doan duong huyét mach lén déo Mu Da, Hung da
qua lai vung ddt nay mdy lan, nhung hdu nhu chua bao gio anh nghi téi viéc

* Nha van, Chi héi trudng Chi hoi Nha van Viét Nam tai Hué.

** Xin luu y day la thoi diém trong tiéu thuyét, do tac gia “muon” khung canh thai gian “Tam” dugc
ra khoi trai cai tao va sat trude khi Trung Quéc gay chi€n tranh bién gidi 1979; con thdgi gian
cu thé di b6c mo xin xem bai clia anh Nguyén Khac Phi. Tén “Trai Khe S&n” ciing vay, do tac
gia “dat” ra; con trong sd dé vé cudi nam 1963, co6 ghi tén trudc day goi la “Trai Hoang Bich”
hay “Trai Xuén Ling”. NKP.
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tim vé Trai Khe Sdn, tim ndm ddt vai chit xuong tan cia nguoi bé bat hanh.
Anh ciing chua bao gio té ra dy ndy bdan khodn vé su lang quén va ldng trdanh
v6 dao cia minh. Vi cong viéc ban rén, vi bom dan boi boi chdn 161 va c6 khi
dda xéa hét vét tich; ma chdng néi dau xa, ngay trén doan duong lén deo Mu
Da, c6 biét bao nhiéu bbé doi, cong nhén, thanh nién xung phong tring bom “toa
do”, thi thé mdt tich hodc trén lén véi nhau da cé gia dinh nao tim dua vé véi
nguoi than? Huéng chi.. Trong mét dem truc trong bénh vién, Hung da néi qua
v6oi anh Tam nhu thé khi anh héi vé noi chon cdt bé. Pé la Hung chua ddm thiu
nhdén néi niém sdu kin ma tu minh cing biét la chdng hay ho gi: Pang phdn ddu
vao DPdng gay go, dai gi.. Khéong! Khéong mét ly do nao cé thé bao chita cdi toi vo
dao dy. Hung da khéc, da nhan toi véi me trude lic len duong. Me khéng mot 1ot
trach méc, ban tay mém odt, mat lanh vi it cit dong khé ndm cdnh tay chdc nich
dm néng cia Hung va bdo: “Anh em di duong cdn thdn. Me nghe néi bom dan
con sét lai nhiéu ldm. Cdu mong Troi Phdt phi ho cho anh em con tim dén noi..”

et : — Khi doc ban thao, c0 em day vian Du
! Khénh ¢6 gép v 1a toi da “phé phan”
| : qua 10, vi “khong khi” thoi dé nhu thé
%, ol ' (¥ néi thoi d6 mién Béc khong ai quan
L . M = = | tam dén chuyén tam linh, m6 ma..) chd
B e o thuc t&€ anh em minh khong dén ndi..
d | té nhu thé. Tuy vay, t6i khong chiia lai
nhiéu vi day 1a “tiéu thuyét”’; ma tan
trong sau xa, su phé phan dé6 la dang.
Qua 1a dang phé phan, khi nguoi dé
xuat viéc di tim lai m Thay lai 12 anh
Vién, khi anh méi tu Phap vé (ndm
1963). Chinh 1a tir dé xuat nay, ma cudi
nam 1963, toi da trd lai noi minh cung
anh Phi, chi Chuyét, Cic (con cha Cuiu
An) ganh Thiy dén nam 1954 va vé so
do duong dén khu mo géi ra anh Vién.
A o -l Gan day, lic mé xem lai c4dc cudn s6
“nn LK f' oh ghi chép ci tir nam 1963, toi da tim
B e [ thdy ban so d6 d6 cung véi trang ghi
H 2 i~ ' lai chuyén di dén khu mo hon nia thé
ky truéc. Xin dugc sao chép lai dudi
day dé ching ta cung hinh dung dugc
phan nao ving dat ma Thay da nam lai 60 nam truéc ciing nhu tAm trang cta
toi lac do.

Trich nhat ky ngay 1/1/1964:

..Trong ky nghi phép nay cé hai chuyén phdi nghi téi luén. Mot chuyén
thuéc vé qud khi, mot chuyén thuéc vé tuong lai. Chuyén qud khi la lo di
chuyén mé Thay é Huong Khé vé vi nghe néi 6 dé sdp khai hoang. Con chuyén
tuong lai: Mu cé y nhdm mot o, minh chua biét mdt tén la N. cho minh. Nghi
ciing buon cuoi, nhung ci dé gia dinh lo thit xem.. Mdy ngay nghi ma khéng
thdy mdt o ta! Va réi ra di!...

Sg d6 dudng dén mé cu Niém (vé ti nam 1963)
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Trua 29 dén Ha Tinh va chiéu di duoc Huong Khé véi cdi vé cubi cung,
v6i “diém phic” di xe tdi va cho dén 4 gio dong hé... Sdang ra, liic cho goong, gdp
mdy anh em D6i Cdu 4 ra chup dnh. Vui nhung ma phién ldm vi minh phdi
xuéng Loc Yen. Xubng dé lam cdi gi kia chii!? Panh cudi va néi la cé viéc riéng
thoi! Anh em thi tréu la di hoi vo.

Dbén moét noi chua quen biét nhung may mdn gdp ngay dugc nhing nguoi
can tim. D6 la nha 6ng Vi, do cu Binh gidi thiéu, mot nguoi rat nhiét tinh.
Trong nha éng cé kéo che (lam mdt mia). Chiéu di vao mo. Khong con nhé mot
ty gi con duong da di. Cdnh da khdc va nguoi ciing da khdc nhiéu réi. Vao
tham mé, biét la khong phdi doi di. (Tuc la khéng thudc vang sé khai hoang).

Téi dé, dinh ngt lai, dén trinh dong chi céng an, mét nguoi gdy, da trdng
tréo. PDong chi xem gidy rdt ky, xem cd ching minh thu va cho biét nhiing diéu
giat minh: Cén cdn than vung nay toan cong gido, chi mot minh d6ng chi la
luong!... Minh thdy vé la hon va rdt may cé chuyen goong “cong vu”, lién tré vé
coéng truong trén chuyén goong trong dém trdang ram da sdng té...

Mot chuyén rat hé trong d6i véi gia dinh, nhung hoi d6 toi chi ghi c6 may
dong nhu vay. Thoi diém d6 (cudi 1963) gia dinh t6i (gom Mu va may em) da
chuyén xuéng Vinh va hinh nhu anh Phi ciing dang day ¢ Vinh, nhung mAay
ngay nghi phép ¢ Vinh, hinh nhu c4 gia dinh khong ban luan gi nhiéu vé viéc
toi sé di tim md Thay. Vi thé, c6 thé néi, khong chi riéng to6i c6 16i trong chuyén
it quan tam va cham tré dua di hai Thay vé.

V6i khodng céach thoi gian da dé ching ta binh tAm suy nghi lai, trong
ban thao Puong dén vdn chuong téi dang soan, c6 mot doan nhic lai su kién
nay, xin dugc trich du6i day dé chia sé cung anh chi em, ba con.

“.Vao khoang thang 3/1963, t6i da dugc Bo Giao thong diéu chuyén vao
mién tay Quéng Binh, bé sung cho mot don vi méi 1a Ban Kién thiét 212, c6
nhiém vu gidm sat viéc thi cong cau duong trén dudng 12A cta DPoi Cau 4 va
Cong truong 12A.

.. Ngay dy, t ga Chu Lé, trén con duong sdt xuyeén Viét da mdy chuc ndm
bé hoang, lau ldch moc trum lén ray va ta vet, ngay ngay vén cé chuyén goong
bon ndm toa, dugc mot ddu mdy 6 té “cdi bién” kéo chay vao Po Vang. Thoi
khdng chién chéng Phdp, nhiing chuyén goong nhu thé da lap duoc chién tich
khong nhd trong viéc chi vién cho chién truong Binh Tri Thién. Trén boi cdnh
nay, nha van Vdan Linh da viét nén cuén tiéu thuyét “Goong” khd hdp dén.

Con toéi, that la... khé ly gidi, hém @y toi khong nhan ra va cing khong nho,
chinh trén doan duong néy, mua he 1954, toi cung anh Phi, chi Chuyét va Nguyén
Thi Thu Ctc (nguoi em, con chi. Ctiu An - em rudt b toi) da khiéng bo toi dén trai
giam nhiing nguoi bi xii tu trong dot “Phdt dong quan ching...” (traén mé dau cho
cuoc “Cdi cach”). Khodng muoi ngay trude doé, chinh Cuc cing da khiéng bo (tic
chu Cuu An) dén trai giam nay, nén Cuc thong thudc duong sd. Va ciing that dau
long, ngay Cuc cung chi em chung toéi khiéng bo toi vao trai la ngay bé Cuc mat!
Khodng 1-2 ngay sau thi bo toi ciing kiet stc sau nhiéu ngay bi kiét li va qua doi!
Nhiing chi tiét nay, mai vé sau, chung téi moi biét!... Vi khong nhan ra con duong
dau kho” 9 nam trude, nén toi ciing khong cé chut ban khodn nao vé ndm xuong
tan cia bo da bi bé quén bao ndm ddau ddy trong vung doi nui hoang vdng bén
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doan “duong goong” nay, ma chi hudéng veé phia trude, tham tinh thoi gian va cdch
di dén tru s6é don vi méi... O trén, toi da viét cdi tam trang “kRhé ly gidi” nay; thuc
ra la khé dién ta duoc cdi diéu khong hé cé, hodc la da bién dang, da bi cuép mat
trong con nguoi minh - tinh nghia ctia ngudi con doi v6i nguoi bo lam nan mot cach
dau dén, co6 quanh giita ring sdu. Khé dién td, vi khong phdi “vo6 dao”, “vé tinh”
hay “lén gén ching té lap truong” (nhu toi da thé hién phdn nao trong doan cudi
tiéu thuyét “Biét dau dia nguc thién duong” xudt ban ndm 2010, tic la sau gén niia
thé ky!) - vi day chi la mét su... quén lang... Khéong, khéng dung nhu thé; cé6 lé néi
dé chi la mot khodng trdng, trong rong ma thoi! Mot lan nita, toi nghiém ra sy tan
pha dao ly, nhan cach ma cuoc “Cai cach” gay ra that la khing khiép va sGu xa!

Thé dé, chang ky thuat véi.. 4 tudi Poan, roi ga Chu Lé leo teo muoi nguoi
khdch, treo lén toa xe goong trong trang khéng moét nguoi quen hdu nhu khong cé
gi lo ldng ma con thodng chut thi vi trude chuyén di cé vé phiéu luu vao noi xa la..”

(Trich ban thao Puong dén vdan chuong dang soan)
kockock

ThAy t6i m4t dén nay da tron 60 nam. Hinh nhu luat quéc t& c6 quy dinh,
sau 50 nidm thi c6 quyén “bé khéa” cdc tai liéu mat. Chuyén “ngay xua” anh em
ching t6i ké lai, thuc ra ching cé chi 12 “mat”, nhung qua la lau nay, do nhiéu
18, it dugc noéi rdo. Co thé d6 1a 1y do khién mot s6 thong tin vé nhitng ngay cudi
doi caa than phu ching toi trén sach bao (nhu trén trang web Pan chim Viét
hay sach Bén thdng cuéc cia Huy Pdc..) khong chinh xdc. Tin rang nhiing ai
da doc céc thong tin d6, tir nay sé hiéu ding hon su viéc va ci chiéu sau vé tam
ly, tam trang cia nhiing ngudi trong cudc giita mot giai doan bién dong l6n cua
lich st dat nu6c qua nhiing trang viét noéi ro su that cia anh em ching toi.

Hué, thing 7/2014
o, N KP
TOM TAT

Bai viét gém 3 doan trich ti 3 “van ban” viét & 3 thai diém khac nhau, nhung déu lién quan
dé:n viéc di tim mo cu Nguyén Khéc Niém. Poan 1 trich tiéu Ehuyé’t in nam 2010 cula tac g[é, “hu
cau” génh di tim m¢ va ngudi con tu phé phan la v6 dao, sudt bao nam khong nghi dén nam dat
vui nam xuaong tan cla bé gita rung viqdelng phén ddu.. vao Bang! Doan 2 trich nhat ky viét ndm
1963, ké lai viéc di tim mo, vé sd d6 dé gai cho anh trai la bac sTNguyén Khac Vién méi vé nudc.
DPoan 3, trich hoi ky tac gid méi viét, nhin lai sy viéc trén vai cach xét doan binh tinh hon sau gan
nlia thé ky; phén tich trang thai tam Iy rét khé dién t& vé viéc “bd quén” di hai ngudi bé gidia rung
nhiéu nam, khéng han la “vé6 dao” ma la mét khodng trang, tréng réng - hau qué su tan pha dao
ly, nhan cach do “Cai cach rudng dat” gay ra.

ABSTRACT

A SEARCH FOR THE FATHER’S GRAVE, FROM REALITY TO FICTION

The article consists of three excerpts from three “texts” written in 3 different times, but all
related to the search for the grave of Dr. Nguyén Khac Niém. The first part is an extract from the
author’s novel published in 2010, “fictionalize” the situation of searching for his father’s grave and
criticize himself for not thinking about his father's remains buried somewhere in the forest for years
while he was striving for joining the Party! The second part is an extract from his diary written in 1963,
telling about the process of searching for the grave and drawing the map to send his eldest brother,
Dr. Nguyén Kh&c Vién, who had just returned home from abroad. And the third part is an extract
from his recently-written diary, reviewing the above happening with calmer judgment after nearly half
a century; analysing his indefinable psychological state of “forgetting” his father remains in the forest
for many years, which was not exactly “immoral” but “completely empty” - the consequences of the
destruction of morality and human dignity resulting from the “Land Reform” campaign.



