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 GIATAOTRUNGHOA
TRONG BAC HANH TAP LUC CUA NGUYEN DU

Nguyén Pham Hung"

Nha nuéc phong kién Trung Hoa vén 1a mé hinh 1y tudng cta cac triéu
dai phong kién Viét Nam. Van héa va van hoc Trung Hoa von ciing 12 mé hinh
ly tuéng cda vin héa va vian hoc Viét Nam sudt thoi phong kién. Trong vin
chuong Viét Nam thoi trung dai, nhitng chat liéu va hinh thic cta van chuong
Trung Hoa dugc st dung mot cach tran ngap, tif ngdn ngit t6i thé loai, tir dién
tich dién cd dén cac quan niém vé van chuong, tir hinh tugng nhan vat dén két
ciu, hay noi dung cot truyén.. Nhitng sang tao cta vin chuong Viét Nam thoi
trung dai nhiéu khi tuéng chiing nhu bi tréi chit cing trong nhitng day nhg
van chuong Trung Hoa, khé bé gidi thoat. Vi thé ma ching ta hiéu vi sao sau
cd nghin n&m vian hoc tu cht thoi phong kién, ching ta ciing chi c6 thé tu minh
sang tao ra dugc bon hinh thic thé loai van hoc bang chit Nom cho riéng minh,
trong khi hau hét cac thé loai vin hoc bing chit Han va chit Nom khac ching
ta déu phai ti€p thu hau nhu nguyén ven hinh thic cta Trung Quéc.

Niém tu hao ring minh 12 modt bo phan khong tach roi cha cai phd
(sphere) “Han van héa” hung manh 4y da khong con c6 thé xéa di ndi budn vé
su 1& thudc vian héa mot cach thdi qua vao Trung Hoa trong suét thoi phong
kién, lam thanh mot thi quan tinh vian héa dnh huéng khong nhé dén tan
ngay nay. Vi vdy ma moi su c¢d ging trong qud trinh “gidi Han héa”, “gidi Hoa
héa” luén dugc xem 1a codi ngudn clia su sang tao khong mét méi cia ngudvi Viét
nhim x4c lap nén “Viét van héa”. Truyén Kiéu cia Nguyén Du 1a mot su “gidi
Hén héa” xuat sic.
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Khong chi “gidi Han héa”, thoi dai Nguyén Du la thoi mat ky cta ché do
phong kién ngay cang boc 16 rd nét su bé tic, tuyét vong va mat sidc song, nén
con ndy sinh mot nhu cau méi, dé 1a gidi 4o, gidi thiéng d6i véi mo6 hinh ché
do phong kién. Bang Truyén Kiéu, bang Vdn té thdp loai ching sinh va nhiéu
tac pham khéc, Nguyén Du da rat ra dugc nhiing két luan quan trong vé ché do
phong kién mat ky nay, va cho rang né da tré nén doi 1ap hoan toan véi quyén
song, quyén huéng hanh phic ctia con ngudi, né khong thé ton tai, va ong tin
rang né sé khong ton tai mai (C6 kim vi kién thién nién quéc [Vi Hoang doanh]).
Nhan thitc dé ciia Nguyén Du, mot 1an nita duge khing dinh ré rang hon trong
tap tho Bdc hanh tap luc. “Nhitng diéu trong thay” cia Nguyén Du trén dat
nudc Trung Hoa sé& cang khing dinh chic chian hon cho “nhing diéu trong
thay” cta 6ng trén dat nude Viet Nam vé mo hinh ché do phong kién mat ky néi
chung da tré nén gia coi, 16i thoi, cang giup cho ching ta thay ro6 hon tu tudéng
“gidi 40”, “gidi thiéng” ctia 6ng doi v6i ché dd phong kién néi chung, d6i véi mo
hinh ly tuéng Trung Hoa néi riéng.

* Dai hoc Quéc gia Ha Noi.
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Moi quan hé gitta Viét Nam vé6i Trung Hoa, hay cudc ti€p xdc van héa
Viét-Trung hon 2.000 nim da di qua nhiing chiéng dudng that nhiéu chéng gai,
song gio, c6 khi yén binh va cang c6 khéng it nhing ldc thu han. Trong khoang
1.000 nam tu cha, cong cudc “bang giao” gian nan gitta Viét Nam va Trung Hoa
da in ddu 4n cia nhiéu nha ngoai giao tai gidi. Luogc ké nhiing tén tudi 16n cia
su nghiép ngoai giao c6 thé thay: Thoi Tién Lé c6 Khuong Viét, Phap Thuan;
thoi Ly c6 Ly Thuong Kiét, Lé Van Thinh; thoi Trdn c6 Pinh Cing Vién, Mac
Pinh Chi, Nguyén Trung Ngan, Pham Su Manh, Pham Téng Mai, Dodn An
Ph..; thoi Hau Lé c6 Nguyén Trii, Nguyén Pinh My, P6 Can, Tran Lo, Pao
Nghiém..; thoi Mac c6 Giap Hai, Vit Can, Hoang Si Khai..; thoi Lé Trung hung
c6 Phung Khic Khoan, Nguyén Quy DPic, Nguyén Cong Hang, Lé Hiu Kiéu,
Nguyén Tong Khué, Lé Quy Pon, Nguyén Huy Oanh, Pao Cong Chinh, Nguyén
Tién, Pang Pinh Tuéng, Nguyén Pang Pao, Nguyén Cong Khéng, Pham Khiém
Ich, Nguyén Kiéu, Nguyén Tong Quai, PDinh Nho Hoan, Nguyén Cong Co, Ngb
DPinh Thac, Poan Nguyén Thuc, H6 Si Pong, Lé Quang Vién, Trinh Xuan Chd...
Thoi Téy Son ¢6 Ngo Thi Nham, Phan Huy Ich, Poan Nguyén Tudn, Nguyén
bé, Vit Huy Téan..; thoi Nguyén c6 Trinh Hoai Pidc, Lé Quang Pinh, Ng6 Nhan
Tinh, Nguyén Gia Cat, Ngé Thi Vi, Nguyén Du, Phan Huy Chu, Ly Van Phic,
Nguyén Mién Tham, Ha Téng Quyén, Truong Hao Hiép, Phan Thanh Gién,
Pham Chi Huong, Bui Quy, Nguyén Van Siéu, Ping Huy Trd, Bui Di, Pham
Phda Thi, Nguyén Tu Gidn... Phan 16n nhilng nha ngoai giao 4y déu c6 sang tac
tho van, nén da hinh thanh mot “trao luu” séang tac tho van bang giao véi hang
nghin tdc phdm, trong d6 nhiéu tdc phdm “si trinh” c6 gia tri khong chi giip
tim hiéu tu tuéng nghé thuat cta tac gid, ma con gitp hiéu thém vé dat nuée
va con nguoi Trung Hoa.

Nguoi Viéet Nam duge biét t6i “md hinh 1y tuéng” Trung Hoa thoi phong
kién cht yé&u qua céc sach vé cta ngudi Trung Hoa, va mot phan rat nhé qua
ghi chép cia nhitng nguvi di si. Nhung trong hoan canh in 4n, xudt ban, pho
bién tdc phdm thoi xua, viéc biét téi nhitng ghi chép vé Trung Hoa ctia ngudi
Viét 1a rat han ché. Vi thé, du c6 khong it tdc pham clia ngudi Viét Nam viét
vé Trung Hoa, thi hinh 4nh Trung Hoa van rat xa la v6i moi ngudi, ma chu
yéu lai chi 1a nhitng hinh danh dep dé trong cac sach v4 cia ngudi Trung Hoa
dugc dem vé Viét Nam. Hon nifa, cac ghi chép vé Trung Hoa truéc day thuong
14 vé nhiing thoi thinh ky cia ché dé phong kién. Trong boi cdnh d6, nhiing
tdc pham ctia Nguyén Du trong Bdc hanh tap luc 1an dau tién trong lich sl van
hoc Viét Nam da cho ching ta biét duge mot cdch kh4 chi tiét va phong phu
vé mot Trung Hoa khéc, mot Trung Hoa thoi mat ky phong kién nhu & Viét
Nam, qua con mit phdn xét ciia nha tho, nhu mét su thé hién nghé thuat cai
tu tuéng ctia 6ng d6i v6i mot moé hinh xa hoi von duge coi 1a 1y tudng va duy
nhat duong thoi.

Nguyén Du (Fifk) (1766-1820) tén chit Té Nhu (Z141), hiéu Thanh Hién
(i %F), biét hiéu Hong Son Liép Ho (31175 ), 1a nha tho duge xem 1a ndi tiéng
nh4at cia Viet Nam moi thoi dai, séng vao thoi Lé mat, Nguyén so. Ong séng
tac cad bang chit Han va bang chit Nom. Nhiing tdc ph4dm bing chit Han cta
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ong c6 Thanh Hién thi tdp (Tap tho cia Thanh Hién) gbm 78 bai, viét cht yéu
trong nhiing ndm thdng trude khi 1am quan nha Nguyén; Nam trung tap ngdm
(NgAm nga tdn man lic § mién Nam) gom 40 bai, viét khi lam quan & Hué,
Quiang Binh va nhiing dia phuong phia nam Ha Tinh qué 6ng; va Bdc hanh
tap luc (Ghi chép tdn man trong chuyén di st phuong Bic) gom 131 bai tho.
Nhiing tdc phdm bing chit Nom c6 Poan truong tén thanh (Tiéng kéu méi vé
ndi dau ddt ruodt), con goi la Truyeén Kiéu, gom 3.254 cau tho theo thé luc bat,
c6 thé dugc ong viét khi lam Cai ba 6 Quang Binh (1809-1812);® Vdn té thdp
loai chiing sinh (con goi la Vdn chiéu hén) gobm 184 cau tho song that luc bat,
c6 thé dugc sang tac trude Truyén Kiéu it 1au; Thdc loi trai phuong nén géom
48 cau luc bat, thay 161 nguoi con trai phuong nén té tinh véi cé gai phuong
vai, c¢6 thé dugc viet khi ong con trai tré.. Nam Quy Dau 1813, Nguyén Du dugc
thiang Can Chanh Dién hoc si va dugc ¢t 1am Chanh st sang nha Thanh. Nam
1814 6ng di st vé, duge thiang Hitu Tham tri Bo Lé (ham tam phdm). Chép
theo mot s6 tai lidu lién quan: Nguyén Du cung phdi doan di st roi 4i Nam
Quan ngay 6 thang 4 nam Quy Dau (1813), réi tré vé nudc t6i 4i Nam Quan
ngay 29 thang 3 nam Gidp Tudt (1814). Theo tai liéu ghi chép va dua theo
nhiing bai tho chit Hin ciia Nguyén Du lam khi thim viéng nhiing di tich lich
stt Trung Hoa thi 16 trinh ctia phdi b Nguyén Du nhu sau: Thiang Long, Nam
Quan, Quang Tay, Qué Lam, Toan Chau, H6 Nam, Léi Chau, Hanh Duong,
Giang Nam, Trudng Sa, Tuong Am, Nhac Duong, Han Duong, V6 Xuong, Hia
Do, Nghiép, Ham DPan, T4an Duong, Yén Kinh, Son Pong, Khic Phu, Td Thay,
T Chau, Hoai Nam, An Huy, Vo Xuong, LaAm An (Hang Chau), Qué Lam,
Quang Tay, Nam Quan.

Bdc hanh tap luc (IL173#%) 1a tap tho gdm 131 bai, chiém hon nta s6
tho chit Han ma Nguyén Du viét trong ca cudc doi.® Hon nia, lai 1a tap tho
diu tién trong lich st van hoc Viét Nam viét mot cach kh4 chi tiét, ti mi va
phong phi vé thuc trang xa hoi phong kién Trung Quéc thoi mat ky, nén cé
mot vi tri vo cung quan trong. Vé thé tai, phan 16n tho trong Bdc hanh tap luc
14 tho luat, gdm 76 bai thdt ngon bdt ci, 11 bai ngi ngén bdt ci, 18 bai thdt
ngén tu tuyét; 8 bai thdt ngon co phong, ngii ngén coé phong va 18 bai truong
thién (thdt ngoén, ngi ngén hoic truong dodn cu) theo thé ca va hanh. Vé dé
tai, c6 nhiéu cach phan chia khac nhau, nhung chii yéu gom hai loai quen thudc
clia tho “si trinh”, d6 1a tho “1§ trinh”, khodng 70 bai, viét vé nhiing diéu mit
thay tai nghe trén dudng di sd, va tho “vinh st”, khodng 50 bai, viét vé nhiing
nhan vat lich st Trung Hoa. Tuy nhién, viéc phan chia nay 1a tuong d6i, vi ca
hai loai nay thuc chat déu 1a mot, vi déu 1a cdm xdc ctia nha tho nay sinh truc
tiép khi quan sat hién thuc trén dudng di sd, déu la nhitng diéu “méit thay tai
nghe”. Tho “vinh s, cling 12 mot loai tho “mat thay tai nghe” khi nha tho tiép
xtc truc tiép v6i nhitng di tich lién quan dén nhitng nhan vat lich st trén duong
di qua, nhung cé két hop v6i nhitng kién thic sidch vé vé nhitng nhan vat dé.

Vé tap tho nay, da c6 nhiéu nhan xét, danh gia khdc nhau. C6 ngudi cho
day la mot tap tho noéi 1én long thuong cam sau xa nhiing nguoi trung nghia bi
ham hai, nhitng ngudi tai hoa bi vui dap, nhitng ngudvi lao dong cung khé bi déi
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rét cung ndi khinh ghét gigi thong tri kiéu cang va tan bao. Cé ngudi cho ring,
trong thoi gian di s, Nguyén Du “sang tdc dugc nhiéu, mot phan vi nhiing van
dé xa hoi truéc day Nguyén Du méi cAm biét mot cdch 16 md, thi bay gid cudc
song gitp nha tho nhan thiy ré nét. Phan nita, nhd di ra nuéc ngoai, nha tho
c6 thé muogn nhiéu dé tai lay tir lich st va hién tai cia nuéc nguvi dé néi nhiing
diéu Nguyén Du muén néi vé nuéc minh, tranh duge su cong kich clha céc thé
luc phong kién lic 4y”.® Lai ¢6 nhan xét rang: “Trong Bdc hanh tap luc, nhiing
diém dic sdc tu tudéng, tinh cdm ciia Nguyén Du dugc thé hién rd rang hon. Cé
ba nhém ddng chd y: Mot 1a ca nggi, dong cdm vé6i cac nhan céach cao thuong va
phé phan nhiing nhin vat phan dién. Hai 12 phé phdn x& hoi phong kién cha
dap quyén séng con ngudi. Ba 1a cdm thong véi nhilng than phan nhé bé duéi
ddy x4 hoi, bi doa day hit hai”.® Nha tho Xuan Diéu cho rang: “Bdc hanh tap
luc 1a mot tap bat ky ghi cdm tuéng doc duong. Nhan nhin thiy dugec mot di
tich lich st nao d6 ¢ Trung Qudc, goi nhé dén viéc trong nuéc, nhé dén nhing
ngudi 6ng tiép xic trong chén quan trudng, thi 6ng hét 16i xi méng, 1a phuong
xu danh truc lgi chi “c6t cau phd quy dé vénh vang vé6i vg con” (T6 Tén dinh),
la gidi quan lai “ra ngoai ngua ngua, xe xe”, “ban ban tan tan, nhu 6ng Cao,
ong Quy” cot che day “nanh vudt, noc doc” dé “nhai xé thit nguvi ngot x6t nhu
duong”, trong khi d6 thi nhan dan “chi 1a nhitng giy go, khong ai béo tot” (Phdn
Chiéu hon)... Tuy vay, nhin chung tho trong Bdc hanh tap luc, da phan dé lai
cdm gidc chung ctia mot budi chiéu thu té tdi. Budi chiéu dé la xa hoi phong
kién & Viét Nam, ¢ Trung Qudc, phan dnh trong tAm hén Nguyén Du. Trén con
duong di s, nha tho duge thay nhiéu cdnh xua néi danh va day la nhiing dip
tic cdnh, dé vinh, cdm hoai.. Nhung Nguyén Du la mot tAm hon nghé si 16n,
nén c6 nhiing cdi vugt bac dot ngodt, c6 nhitng cai lugng bién thanh chat ky
diéu, nghia 1a trong c4i budi chiéu thu té tai trén bdng nhién c6 sdm chép mua
gi6 bao bung, c6 bai Phdn Chiéu hon, cim gian trén dau téc dung...”.® Nguyén
Hué Chi viét: “Moi ba dong day kich tinh cha lich st Viét Nam cudi thé ky
XVIII va nita dau thé ky XIX da ap vao Nguyén Du mot cdch kh4 don dap, lam
cho dng chodng vang vé tu tuéng, va khong phai da dé dang tim ngay dugc mot
18 song, mot chd ding nao vilng vang 6n dinh. Cé hiéu nhu thé thi méi hiéu néi
vi sao trén duong di s, nha the méi dé cao Du Nhuogng hét long véi chd, viia
méi bai bac Gia Nghi khong hiéu duge taAm long co trung “liét nit khong tho hai
chong” ctia Khuat Nguyeén, thi lién sau d6 6ng lai da ché trach cai thai do thiéu
sang sudt cia Pham Tang, chi biét giit long trung véi nudec S ma khong chiu
hiéu ring “ménh troi” da thudc vé nha Han...”.” Truong Chinh nhan xét: “Loi
tho trong bai Phdn Chiéu hon, sb6i néi ma day oan han, khong ra vinh st hoai
c6. Vi néu thé thi giong phai diém tinh hon, buén man mac hon, chi dau cé
c4i 4o ndo thit rudt, thiat gan dén thé. Vi vay, néu gidi thich nhu c4c dng Tran
Trong Kim, Pao Duy Anh cho rang tdm su Nguyén Du 1a tAm su ctia mot bay
t6i phai tho hai vua thi chidng nhitng khéng cé can ct chic chian, ma con lam
x6a md tinh chat hién thuc va phé phan ctia bay nhiéu bai tho, 1a khong nhin
thay d6 méi 1a tam su sau sic nhat cia Nguyén Du”.® DPanh gia chung vé Bdc
hanh tap luc, Truong Chinh cho ring: “Nha tho khong trién mién ngay ngat
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truée danh lam thing cdnh. Ong chi ¥ nhiéu dén con ngudi va cude doi trén
dat nude Trung Quéoc. Va lic ndo 6ng cling xuat phat tir 1ap truong dan toc ding
din va chd nghia nhan dao chan thanh”.® Con Nguyén Loc viét: “Nguyén Du
khong phai 1a nha tho chi biét dén s6 phan riéng ctia cd nhan minh, chi biét
ngdi ngadm c4i béng duéi chan minh. Nguyén Du ciing khong phai 1a nha tho
chi quan tAm dén triéu dai nay, triéu dai khac, ma Nguyén Du la nha tho biét
dat long minh noi nhiing con ngudi bat hanh”.'® Nhitng nhan xét, ddnh gia
trén déu c6 nhitng diém hop ly, nhung cé 1& chua diay di. Ching to6i danh gia
cao vai tro tién phong clia tap tho nay trong viéc phan anh kha chi tiét, sinh
dong, phong phu thuc trang xa hoi Trung Quéc duong thoi, qua d6 thé hién rd
quan diém tu tuéng cia Nguyén Du doéi véi mé hinh x@ hoi phong kién Trung
Quoc thoi mat ky. Piéu d6 duge thé hién thong qua may van dé sau.

Thy nhit, Trung Hoa, dit nuéc dugc xem la chuin mau cho Viét
Nam thoi phong kién mat ky da duge Nguyén Du danh gia nhu thé nao?

Trong Bdc hanh tap luc, ching ta thay, ban dadu Nguyén Du ciing c6 c4i to
mo, phan khdi, nén thuong ngam hoa vinh nguyét, thuéng gié ngé triang, vinh
nhan vat lich st. Bai Chu hanh tic su viét:

Vi lién thuong qudéc phong quang hdo,
Quan téa huong tinh vi phéng quy.
(BGi yéu phong canh xi nguoi dep,
Khoéa chat tinh qué chia vat bay.)

Cé t6i 15 bai Thuong Ngo tric chi ca vinh vé canh sic, con ngudi mang
cdm hing téan tung. Tiép tuc vinh cdc nhan vat lich st gdn véi nhiing dia danh
di qua. Nhung déng thoi va ngay sau d6 ta thay toan 1a nhitng cdnh gap ghénh,
tric trd, 14 lut, mat mua, déi khat, ngheo khd, loan lac, binh dao... Dudng nhu cé
mot dat nude Trung Hoa khac, khong chi toan dep dé nhu trong siach vé tuyén
truyén, quadng cdo, ma den t6i bi thuong, nhu nha tho nhan ra trong mot dém
Tt Chau ¢ Giang T6 (Tw Chdu da):

Hanh 16 ty can qua
Nghiém han dé da ha
Nguyét lai Nam quéc dai
Son nhdp bdc Tu da
Thanh ngoaqi liét binh gidp
Thanh trung van huyén ca
Kho duong tam bdch thu
Thu thu hitu dé nha

(Pi duong phai tranh vung giac gia / Gitta dém dong gia lanh, qua song
/ Phia nuéc Nam, trang 16n / Bic Tu Chau, ndi nhiéu / Ngoai thanh day binh
giap / Trong thanh nghe dan ca / Ba tram ciy duong kho héo / Trén cac cay,
tiéng qua kéu).

Hay trong mot ngay trén dudong T Son, ving ndi phia bic Hoang Chau,
tinh Chiét Giang (T'¢ Son dao trung):
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Khu nhdt Luong Ha tdng tdp chién
Hu db thién ly chinh tu quy
Ba ba bach phdt héng tran 16
Nhdat mé dang cao bi mac bi
(Hom trude, Luong Ha chién tranh lién mién / Pudng di vong dai nghin
dam, lam nhé qué / Téc bac pho trén duong bui dé / Troi toi 1én cao, khong gi
budn thé).

Co6 rdt nhiéu hinh dnh dau khé, nhat 1a hinh dnh ctia nhitng con ngudi
Trung Hoa nhé bé, ngheo d6i, tha huong nhu nguti hat rong ¢ phta Thai Binh
(Thdi Binh mai ca gid):

Thdi Binh c6 su thé bo'y

Tiéu nhi khién vdan hanh giang mi
Van thi thanh ngoai lao khdt ti

Mai ca khdt tien cung than xuy

Lén chu thot hitu hiéu ém gid

Khién thu dén thuéng thuyén song ha
Thit thoi thuyén trung dm vé ddng
Khi phan bdt thuy thu lang ta

(O pht Thai Binh ¢6 6ng ldo / Hai m&t mi méc 4o vai tho / Ndm tay tré
dat ngoai 6 / Ven song hat dao 1an mo kiém an / Thuyén bén c6 ké ham nghe
hat / Dan 6ng gia xudng sat ctia thuyén / Lic nay thuyén t6i khong den / Com
thita canh cin d6 tran tu tung...).

C6 rat nhiéu cdnh loan lac 1am cén tré chuyén di st cta tac gid, va bén canh

d6 1a nhing hinh anh nheo nhéc, d6i khat cua nguoi dan ngheo (Tré binh hanh):

Sé bdch ly dia bién qua gidp

Dao 16 ting tdc vé6 nhdn hanh

Truong téng truong thdn, dodn téng mdc

Tién thodi duy coc nan vi tinh

Tac nhdt Hoang Ha thiy dai chi

Ngii nhdt vé thuc thé sa dinh

Kim nhdt Vé Chdu tré dao tgc

Bdt tri tién 16 ha thoi thanh ...

Dai nam tiéu nit tdn co sdc

Khang ti vi thuc lé vi canh

Nhén kién co biéu tii duong dao

Hoai trung tdo tu than bién khuynh

Khong éc bich thuong hiu “tra” tu

Sé bdch du ho giai co linh

Tiéu dan bdt nhén han thd co

Cdu do bdo tc than vi khinh

(M4y tram didm chd nao ciing c6 binh linh / Puong s4 bé tic, khong nguvi

di / Nguoi dua tién xa than dai, ngudi dua tién gan im ling / Té6i lui déu trong
tinh trang khé khéan / Hom qua nuéc Hoang Ha dang cao / Nam ngay khong
c6 &n, dau thuyén trén bai song / Hom nay ¢ Vé Chau gidc cuép chin duong /
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Khong biét duong trude mit bao gio yén .../ Trai 16n gai nhé vé 6m déi / TAm
cam lam com, rau lé lam canh / T4n mat thay nguoi déi chét trén duong / Hot
tdo trong boc 14n bén minh / Nha bé khong, c6 chit “tra” (xét) trén vach / May
tram nha déu troéi giat vi d6i / Dan mon khong kham néi da lanh lai déi / Chi
sao lo dugc no &m ma coi nhe t4m than).

Pinh diém 1a “nhiing diéu trong thay” khién nha tho “dau dén long” gitia
“thién dudng” Trung Hoa, vé su dau khd ctia ngudi dan, vé su doc 4c, tho o, vo
cam cua nguoi doi, vé su d6i nghich gay git giita ké thong tri va ké bi tri (Sé
kién hanh):

Hitu phu hué tam nhi
Tuong tuong toa dao bang
Tiéu gid tai hoai trung
Dai gid tri tric khuéng
Khubéng trung ha sé thinh
Lé hodc tap ty khang
Nhat an bdt ddc thuc

Y quén ha khuéng nhuong
Kién nhan bdt nguong thi
Lé luu khdm lang lang...
Huyét nhuc tu sai lang
Mau tu bdt tic tudt

Phi nhi tang doan truong
Ky théng tai tam ddu...
Tac tiéu Tdy Ha dich
Cung cu ha truong hoang
Loéc can tap ngu xi

Man trdc tran tru duong
Truéng quan bdt ha tro
Tiéu mén chi luoc thuong
Bdt khi vé cé tich

Lén cdu yém cao luong
Bdt tri quan dao thuong
Hiiu thit cung nhi nuong

(C6 nguoi dan ba dit ba dda con / Cung nhau ngdi bén dudng / Pda nhé
trong bung me / Pda 16n cAm gié tre / Trong gi6 dung gi 1am thé&? / Rau 1¢, hoic
14n cdm / Qua trua rdi chua dugc &n / Ao quan sao ma rach ruéi qua / Thay
ngudi khong ngdng nhin / Nuéc mit chdy rong rong trén do./ Mau thit nudi
lang s6i / Me chét khong thuong tiéc / V6 vé con cang thém didt ruot / Trong
long dau x6t la thuong./ Pém qua ¢ tram Tay Ha / Tiéc tung cung phung khoa
truong qué muc / Gan huou cung vay c4 / DAy ban thit heo, thit dé / Quan 16n
khong thém dung dia / Pam theo hiu chi ném qua / Vit bé khong luyén tiéc
/ Ché hang x6m cling ngdn moén #n ngon / Khong biét trén dudng cdi / C6 me
con do6i kho nha nay..)

Cé6 rat nhiéu bi kich cia nhitng con ngudi tai hoa, trung hau Trung Hoa.
Ching ta bat gap ndi “thuong ngudi tiéc tai” cta 6ng vé nhing ké cung trong
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“hdi doan trudng” nhu nang Kiéu trong Doan truong tin thanh, hay nang Tiéu
Thanh trong Péc Tiéu Thanh ky. Nguyén Du thuong bay té long cidm thong,
chia sé v6i nhiing con ngudi tai giéi chiu nhiéu tai uong, bac phan. Trong bai
Phédn Chiéu hén, ong phan d6i 10i goi hon trong bai tir Chiéu hon cia Tong
Ngoc, nguvi cung thoi v6i Khuat Nguyén. Tong Ngoc thuong Khuit Nguyén hon
phéch sip tiéu tan nén lam bai tir d€ goi hon tré vé. Nguyén Du phén déi lai ¥
d6, muén hon Khuat Nguyén khong nén trd lai ¢oi tran gian c6 day nhiing ké
gian 4c, thAm hiém (Phdn Chiéu hon):

Hén hé! Hoén hé! hon bdt quy?

Dong tdy nam bdc vé sé y.

Thuéng thién ha dia giai bt khd,

Yén, Dinh thanh trung lai ha vi?

Thanh qudch do thi, nhdn dan phi,

Trén ai cén con 6 nhan y.

Xudt gid khu xa, nhdp cu toa,

Toa dam ldp nghi giai Cao, Quy.

Bdt 16 trdo nha di gidc doc,

Gido tudec nhdn nhuc cam nhu di!

Quén bdt kien H6 Nam sé bdch chdu,

Chi hitu sdu tich, v6 sung phi.

Hén hé! Hon hé! sudt thi dao

Tam Hoang chi hdu phi ky thi.

Tdo liém tinh thdn phdn thdi cuc,

Thdn vdt tdi phdn linh nhdn xi,

Hau thé nhan gian giai Thuong Quan

Dai dia xt xit giai Mich La,

Ngu long bdt thuc, sai hé thuc,

Hén hé! Hon hé! nai hon ha?

(Hon oi! hon oi! sao ching vé? / Pong tay nam bic khong chén nuong tua

/ Lén troi xudng dat déu khong duge / Con tré vé thanh Yén thanh Sinh lam
gi ? / Thanh quach con day, nhan dan da khac / Bui b4m mu bay lam do ban
quan 4o / Ra ngoai thi rudi xe, vao nha ngoéi chém ché / Ping ngoi ban bac nhu
hai bac hién than Cao, Quy / Khong dé 16 ra nanh vudt noc doc / Ma cin xé
thit nguoi ngot x6t / Khong thdy sao m4y tram chau ¢ H6 Nam / Chi c6 nguoi
gy go, khong ai béo tot / Hon oi! hon oi! néu ci noi theo 18i d6 / Thi sau Tam
Hoang khong hop thoi nita / Hiy sém thu gép tinh than tré lai thai cuc / Pung
tré lai day nita dé ngudi ta mai mia / Doi sau déu 1a Thugng Quan / Khip mit
dat déu la song Mich La / C4 rong khong an, séi hum ciing nudt / Hén oi! hon
oi! hon lam sao day?).

Trong bai Ty Can mé, Nguyén Du thuong cdm nhitng ké chét vi trung
luong nhu Ty Can chét vi khuyén can vua Tru tan doc:
Don cubng quan ti cdc toan théan
Bdt bdach chu hdu hoi Manh Tén
Thét khiéu hiu tam an ty phdu
Nhét khéau di thuc tén thanh nhén
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Muc trung sé xiic ndng vé lé

Dia ha dong du khd hiiu nhén

Tam quy tham sinh Nguy dién xd

Trung luong ho loan cuéng tuong phdn

(Bac quén ti phai di tron ho#c gid dién dé khéi bi giét / TAm tram chu

hau hop nhau § Manh Tan (d€ d4dnh vua Tru tan 4c) / Cé trai tim bay 16 thi sao
khong khoi bi mé? / (Nay day) mot go ciy co (cua nguoi, chiu chét) thanh bac
nhan / Trong t4n mait, c6 thé nao khong roi nuée mat / O dusi dat c6 nguoi co
thé lam ban dong tam / Pang x4au hé ho Nguy qué mua tham séng / Dam ho do
guong ép chia hai trung véi luong).

Trong Bdc hanh tap luc, cudc song Trung Hoa that den t6i, loan lac va bat
hanh. Vi thé, ong tiéce thUO’ng cho con ky 1an linh thiéng da khong chon dugc
dat lanh dé hién linh, phai chét noi dat ac Trung Hoa dudi triéu Vinh Lac. Ong
tiéc cho lan thiéng khong biét dudng sang nuéc Viét lic d6 c6 minh quan xuat
hién, ma lai § noi cia bon hon quan nén chiu chét oan (Ky ldn mo):

...Lan he, lan hé, nhi ha kho?

Ha huoéng Yeén Dé ha nhu nhén

Doat diét tu ldp phi nhdn qudn

Bao né nhdt sinh di thdp toc

Dai bong cu hoach phanh trung than
Ngit nién sé sdat bach du van

Bach cot thanh son dia huyét an
Lén hé qud vi thit nhdn xudt

Dai thi yéu vdt ha tuc trén

Hodc thi nhi sinh bdt nhén kién sdt luc
Tién tuu thi dia quyén ky thdn

Hu ta nhén thu hé ky lan

U thé bdt kien di vi tuong

Kién chi bdt qud déng khuyén duong
Nhuoc dao ndng vi thanh nhén xudt
Duong thé ha bdt Nam du tuong.

(Oi ky 1an, ky 1an, than may sao khé thé? / Phuong chi Yén Vuong Dé 1a
nguffi thé nao / Cuép ngdi chau, hdn dau 1a bac nhan quan / Khi gian dit thi giét
cad muoi ho ngu’di ta / Panh gay va ném vac dau nguoi trung than / Chi nim
nam ma glet hon tram van ngudi / Xuong trang thanh ndi, mau chay dé dat /
Oi ky lan, néu may vi ke a4y ma ra di / Thi may chi 12 loai yéu qudi c6 dang gi
/ Hay may khong n& song dé thay cdnh chém giét / Nén dén noi nay bé minh
truéc / Than 6i, ky 1an 14 giong tha ¢é6 nhan / Trén doi it thady nén cho 1a diém
lanh/ Thay, thi chdng qua ciing nhu dé ché / Néu bdo vi thanh nhan ma ky lan
xuat hién / Sao khi d6 khong sang choi phuong Nam?).

Bai nay ro rang Nguyén Du ché bai triéu nha Minh ¢ Trung Quéc, ma
khen nuéc Pai Viét thoi Lé Lgi 1a hon han.

Truée day, cdm gidc choang ngop vi Trung Hoa da khong thay thé& duogc
ndi long nhé nuéc chia ngudi di sd, nhu ting xuat hién trong tho Nguyén Trung
Ngan doi Tran:
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Kién thuyét tai gia ban diéc hdo,

Giang Nam tuy lac bat nhu quy.

(Nghe néi 6 nha nghéo nhung van tot dep,

Con Giang Nam tuy 14m thd vui nhung chang bing vé.)

Con nay, tho Nguyén Du lai té rd néi chan ngan, ghé so Trung Hoa, mudn

vé cho that nhanh. C4i ndéi nhé nha mong vé 1a thudng tinh, nhung ndi chén
ngan, ghé so thi 12 hoan toan méi mé. C6 thé thay nguyén nhan ti su that
vong, su v& mong cua dng doi v6i thuc trang xa hoi Trung Qudc. Ching ta c6 thé
cdm nhan dugc phan nao suy tu va tam trang nay cia Nguyén Du. Lan dau tién
trong lich s, Nguyén Du cho ching ta biét vé mot dat nuée Trung Hoa rong
16n nhung khéng bang phéng, tuoi dep ma gap ghénh, tric tré, vé mot truyén
thong kiéu hiing nhung ciing 1&m bi thuong, vé mot dan toc dong dic nhung
cam chiu, ngheo kh§ va dau dén.. Mot bic tranh rat nhiéu mau t6i. N6 khién
cho 6ng phai kéu 1én ai o4n, ring dau dau duéi gdm troi nay ciing thé ca thoi,
con ngudi ta khong thé thoat dugc né, con néu da roi khéi né thi ding bao gio
tré vé, nén méi c6 Phdn Chiéu hon. Toan bd nhitng phan dnh d6 clha Nguyén
Du da lam thanh mot su d6i 1ap quyét liét v6i nhiing hinh anh tuoi dep, 1ong
lay vang son clia ché do phong kién Trung Hoa thoi thinh ky trong sach vé,
hay trong ky tc 6ng, luon song hanh nhu mot thi “tién gid dinh” dé d6i sanh,
dé danh gia. Thai do cia Nguyén Du la mot cach nhin khac vé ché do phong
kién mat ky Trung Hoa, chia day that vong. N6 cliing c6 thém thai do cha ong
do61 v6i cai ché do phong kién mat ky néi chung da mat hét sic song, nhu mot
su phan tinh, ngdm ngim phi nhan céi ly tuéng hing theo dudi ctia nha Nho.

Thy hai, tai sao mot vi Chanh s ma khéng c6 dong nao viét vé
cong viéc di su, tiép si, ndi dung cong viéc di s, vé vua chia quan lai
duong thoi Trung Qudéc ddi véi s doan Viét Nam?

Bdc hanh tap luc 1a mot tap tho st trinh, viy ma tho thu tac, doi dap
tuyét nhién khong c6. Ciing khong c6 mot bai tho nao néi vé cong viéc ngoai
giao, khong c6 mot cude gip gd ngoai giao nao, khong c6 ndi dung nao vé bang
giao dugc noi t6i. T4t ca chi la nhiing bai tho ghi chép nhitng con ngudi, su vat,
canh sdc rat riéng. Néu so sanh Bdc hanh tap luc v6i nhiing tap tho vin si
trinh cung thoi khac nhu Tinh sa ky hanh caa Phan Huy Ich (1751-1822), hay
Bang giao hdo thoai cia Ngo Thi Nham (1746-1803) dugc viét ciing trong khi di
st nha Thanh lién ngay truéc doé, ta sé thay rd hon cii méi la trong tu tudng,
tinh cam cua Nguyén Du d6i véi Trung Hoa, hay didng hon, 12 thdy ré hon tu
tuéng clia Nguyén Du déi v6i ché do phong kién mat ky Trung Hoa.

Chung ta biét ring, sau khi Quang Trung dai phd quan Thanh vao mua
xudn nam Ky Dau 1789, Phan Huy Ich dugc phu trach céng viéc ngoai giao.
Cubdi thang 2 nam 1790, ong cung véi Pai tu ma Ngo Vin S tham gia phai
doan do Pham Van Tri déng gid vua Quang Trung din dau sang Trung Qudc
mimng vua Can Long 80 tudi. Phan Huy Ich di 1am nhiéu tho vin ghi chép vé
chuyén di s nay, tir ldc khéi hanh dén khi héi quoc, kha chi tiét, day da.

Lic méi vao dat Trung Quéc thi, “ra dén s bd c6 Phic Khang An, Téng
doc Ludng Quang.., va cac vi dé tran quan lai ¢ dai, phd, huyén. Co quat rop
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ndi, ltta ngua hi vang. St bo vao nghi ¢ Chiéu DPic dai. Mé dau bai Xudt quan,
tac gia viét:

Chiéu Duc dai trung tu chi tan

Man son ky cdi hé chinh tran

Laén giao sdng thi y thuong hoi

Tw ménh quan do han mdc thdn..

(Vao dai Chiéu Puc phan chi khiach ma dén tiép / Co long rgp nui che bui

duong cho khach di xa / Méi tinh bang giao gitia hai nu6c sé bat dau bang hoi
y thuong / Viéc t ménh sé& do ta la quan van dam nhiém...).*V

Trong khi hanh st thi, “khi du yén ¢ ngu dién, quan By Lé nha Thanh
dan doan vin cong cta ta vao hat chic tho. Nhitng bai hat nay Phan Huy Ich
soan theo cac diéu tit cia Trung Quoéc, nhu Man dinh phuong, Phap gia dén,
Thieén thu tué.”.?

Lic tré vé thi, “ngay 20, chiéu dii ¢ dién Chinh Pai Quang Minh, truéc
khi st bd 1én duong vé nudc. Hoang dé nha Thanh than rét rugu vao chén ngoc
bich, moi, v6. Phan Huy Ich c¢6 1am mot bai tho truong thién ghi lai viéc nay,
ké hét cung cach vua Thanh tiép dai sd bo va két luan:

Phién quéc phung thdm tén
Ky ddc ky tao ngo

Phi tién bdo quoc nhén
Hoang hoa dé nhdt bé

(C4c phién qudc sang chau nha vua / May ai dugc tiép dii nhu thé / Xin
bao tin vé cho nguvi trong nudc biét / St bd cha ta la nhat).®

Tiép sau d6 1a st bdo do Ngé Thi Nham lam Chéanh s, khdi hanh thang
Ba nam 1793, 1am nhiém vu béo tang vua Quang Trung tif trin ngay 29 thang
Bay, nam Nham Ty (1792) va cau phong cho vua Canh Thinh k& vi, thi “suét doc
duong, ong da lam hang tram bai tho xuéng hoa véi cac quan chic dia phuong,
vinh cénh, t4 tinh, va néu lén su danh gia cia minh d6i v6i rat nhiéu nhan vat
lich sit. Tho vén 6ng 1oi 1& chai chuoét, ¥ ti sdu sic va ludn toat ra khi phach
anh hung va long tu hao dan toc. Trong tho géi cac ban be di tién, ong x4c dinh
trach nhiém cta nguoi di s la viia lam tron s ménh caa vua giao, via git gin
uy tin cta T8 quoc” .. “Khi Ngo Thi Nham dén tinh H6 Nam, Téng doc Ho6 Nam
la Trang nguyén ho T4t da doén tiép 6ng va moi 6ng di viéng md Chu phu ti..
Ng6 Thi Nham da viét bai Hoan nhi ngdm véi 16i 1& day niém tu hao..”.1®
Con Nguyén Du, nhitng bai tho s trinh cho ta thay 6ng ching say mé,

hiing thi gi chuyén cong cdn nay, nén 6ng chi thay trén duong nhiing cdnh sic
xa la, duong di gap ghénh hiém tré (Mac pht tic su):

Kinh tudn khu quéc taém nhu ti,

Nhét 1o phung nhén dién tén sinh.

Son ljc tich né tham mot ma,

Khé tuyén phuc qudi ldo thanh tinh.

Khdch tinh chi thi di vé han,

Huyu thi Yén son van ly hanh.
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(Xa nuéc may tuan long tua chét / Doc dudng toan gip khach qué ngudi /
Bun khe dong lai 16t minh ngua / Ma quéi thanh tinh khap moi noi / Tinh cdnh
khach xa day khoé ta / Yén kinh mudn déam bude duong dai).

V6i cadm gidc lanh 180, c6 liéu khi nghe tiéng sdo dudi thanh Thai Binh
(Thdi Binh thanh ha vdn xuy dich):
Giang thiy tritu hé giang nguyét han,
Thuy gia hoanh dich bing lan can.
Nhi thdp thdt nhén cong hoéi thi,
Cé huong di cdch van trung san.
(Nué6c song gon séng, lanh tring song, / Ai dau théi sdo tua bén song? /
Hai muoi bdy ngudi déu ngodi c¢d / Qué nha da cich ndi mudn trung!).

Hay tam su riéng khong ngudi chia sé, noi céong quian ma chang mang
cong viéc ngoai giao § Qué Lam (Qué Lam cong qudn):
Lao lac xudn v6 phdn,
Sa da ldo tu kinh.
Thanh ddu vdan hoa gidc,
Ty ngit ddo thién minh.
(Lo budén xuan khong dén v6i minh / Lan lita thiy cadnh gia giat minh kinh
so / Nghe tiéng tu va vong tir ddu thanh / Né6i chuyén mot minh cho dén sang).

Néu nhu st doan duge dén tiép trong thi thi Chanh st Nguyén Du c6 thé
cdm dong ma lam tho, nhu Phan Huy Ich, Ngé Thi Nham lam nhiéu tho vin
thl tac v6i quan chiic ngoai giao Trung Quoc. C6 thé 1a 6ng nhan thay than
phan nhuge tiéu cla quéc gia khién s doan bi khinh bi, nén chang c6 cadm
xtc thi ca. Cing c6 thé Chdnh s tho ¢ véi mot thi nhiém vu ma dng cho 1a
vo thuéng vo phat? Néu Chéanh st 1a nguoi tAm huyét v6i nhiém vu, thi sé c6
cdm xic ma thanh tho. Nhiéu bai tho cda 6ng, vita nhu 1a ta thuc lai vira nhu
14 4m du, viéc lua chon d6i tugng trinh bay ciing c¢6 dung ¥, cdnh sic, su viéc,
con nguvi duge néi t6i, dudng nhu it nhiéu déu nham thé hién mot gam mau
den t6i va mot am thanh budén thdm. P6 quyét khong phai 1a phan anh mot
tam trang vui vé, mot thai do théa man, ma tham chi con 12 mot su that vong,
mot su chan ngan, mot su phu nhéan.

R6 rang, Bdc hanh tap luc cho ta thay, khac véi nhitng nguoi duong thoi
khi tiép xic v6i Trung Hoa, trong ddu Nguyén Du da chita chat san su hoai nghi
va phu dinh d6i véi ché dé phong kién mat ky néi chung, v6i ché do phong kién
mat ky Trung Hoa néi riéng, nén moi diéu trong thay déu chiu su phan xét
nghiém khic cta 6ng. Piéu nay ciing lai cho ta thay ring, xét vé mét tu tudng,
ong da di truéc nhitng ngudi cung thoi rat nhiéu.

Bing thuc tién cudc doi trdi qua “thap tdi phong tran”, va nhiing nidm
thang séng dudi vai vuong triéu phong kién mat ky vé6i bao “cudc bé dau”, véi
bao “diéu trong thady ma dau dén long”, Nguyén Du da chan ngén céi ché do
phong kién ¢ Viét Nam dén do nhin dau duong nhu ciing chi thay toan nhing
x4u xa, den t6i, khién cho 6ng, du khong d6 dat cao, du dugc vuong triéu méi
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khong thé noéi 1a khong c6 nhiing diém sdang, va khong phai khong cé nhiing
uu 4i danh riéng cho dng, nhung lic nao dng ciing budn rau thac tha, ldc nao
cing ngai ngung de dat, nén du khong bénh ma lic nao lung cing lom khom
(v6 bénh cé cdu cdu). Ping & mot géc do nhat dinh, c6 thé xem viéc di st Trung
Hoa ctia Nguyén Du chi nhu mét chuyén di trai nghiém thuc t& vé cai “thién
duong”, c4i moé hinh phong kién 1y tuéng ma sich vé nha Nho tuyén truyén,
trong thoi mat ky ctia né, dé két qué cang khang dinh thém c4i nhéan thic ma
ong da ddc rat ra tir thuc tién Viét Nam, ring ché do nay khong con ly do ton
tai, vi mat dat nay dau dau ciing 1a song Mich La, vi § dau thi bon lang séi cling
nhai xé thit nguoi ngot x6t nhu duong, ¢ dau thi cai ac cing hoanh hanh ma
c4i thién thi ciing bi viii d4p, nguoi dan thap cé bé hong bi doa day, con nhiing
ngudi tai hoa, trung thuc déu phai chiu canh thiét thoi, bac ménh. Trung Hoa
duong nhu chi 1a c4i minh ching cudi cung cho su gidi 4o, gidi thiéng ché dé
phong kién mat ky da mat hét sic song doi véi ong.

Bdc hanh tap luc 1a tap tho day tam trang, cing c6 thém th&i do hoai
nghi, phi nhan cia Nguyén Du d6i v6i mo6 hinh ch& do phong kién 16i thoi.
Ong khong thé ding ngoai lich st lai cang khong thé di trudce lich si. Ong 1a
sdn phdm cda thoi dai lich st 4y, nhung bang linh gidc nghé thuat, dng thay
dugce su phi ly va mat hét stc song ctia ché do phong kién mat ky khi n6 khong
dem dén cho con nguoi, hay dung hon, né khong con kha nang gitp cho con
ngudi duge thuc hién nhiing quyén song, quyén lam ngudi cin ban ma dang ra
ho phai c6. N6 van, hoac gidy giua hoac dif ton, ton tai mot cach day phi 1y va
thach thic nhu thé, truée khi mat hat vao bong dém lich sit. Nhung 6ng ciing
khong thé nhin thdy 4nh sdng cta thoi dai méi, khién cho tAm trang cta 6ng
tu ting, bé tic, tham chi tuyét vong. Cai bé tic, tu ting, tuyét vong 4y chinh
14 co6i nguon cha nhiing tan bi kich trong cudc doi nhilng nhan vat dep dé nhat
cua 6ng. Hay d6 cling 1a t4n bi kich clia chinh dng!

NPH
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TOM TAT

Bd&c hanh tap lucla tap tho chii Han dugc Nguyén Du séang tac trong thdi gian 6ng dan dau

st doan Viét Nam sang Trung Hoa vao nam 1813-1814. Day la tdc pham dau tién trong lich si

van hoc Viét Nam phan anh mot cach chi tiét, sinh dong va phong phu thuc trang xa hoi Trung

Hoa duadng thdi. Lan dau tién trong lich s, Nguyén Du cho ching ta biét vé mét dat nudc Trung

Hoa rong I6n nhung khong bang phéng, tuci dep ma gap ghénh, tric trd; vé mot truyén théng

kiéu hung nhung ciing 1&m bi thudng; vé mot dan téc déng dic nhung cam chiu, nghéo khé va

dau dén, va dac biét, vé mot ché dé phong kién mat ky day phi ly va mat hét stic séng khi né

khong con kha nang gilp cho con ngudi dugc thuc hién nhiing quyén séng, quyén lam ngudi cén

ban ma dang ra ho phai c¢6. “Nhiing diéu trong thdy” ctia Nguyén Du trén dat nudc Trung Hoa sé

cang khang dinh chéc chan hon cho “nhiing diéu tréng thay” clia éng trén dat nudc Viét Nam vé

mé hinh ché dé phong kién mat ky néi chung da tr& nén gia cdi, 16i thai, cang giup cho chung ta

thdy rd han tu tuéng “giai ao0”, “giai thiéng” “gidi Han hoa” clia 6ng déi vai ché dod phong kién néi

chung, déi v6i moé hinh ly tudng Trung Hoa néi riéng.
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ABSTRACT

THE IDEA OF FREEING FROM THE ILLUTION OF CHINESE POWER
IN BAC HANH TAP LUC BY NGUYEN DU

Bdc hanh tap luc (Travels to the North), a collection of poems in Chinese, was composed
by Nguy&n Du during the time he led Vietnam’s diplomatic corps to China in 1813-1814. That
is the first piece of work in the history of Vietnam literature vividly, particularly and copiously
reflecting the real condition of contemporary Chinese society. For the first time in history, Nguyén
Du told us about a China which is vast but not flat, beautiful but bumpy, about a glorious but
tragic tradition, about a populous but poor, resigned and painful country, especially, about a
decadent feudalism full of absurdity and lack of vitality when it was no longer able to help people
realize basic human rights that they deserve to enjoy. “Things witnessed” by Nguyé&n Du in China
would affirm what he witnessed in Vietham, a model of decadent feudalism which was too old
and outdated; it helps us clearly understand his thought of “disillution” “demythologization” and
“desinicization” to the feudal system in general and the ideal China model in particular.



