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Tém tit: Hién nay, trong xa hoi My, vin dé dinh kién toc ngudi (PKTN) duoc nhic dén thuong
xuyén, khong chi trong hoc thudt, ma con ton tai trong doi song hang ngay. Nguoi My gdc Viét &
thanh phd New Orleans dugc truyén thong My biét dén nhiéu hon qua viéc phuc hdi cong dong tir
sau con bio Katrina nim 2005. Sau nim 1975, cong dong ngudi My gdc Viét phat trién tir khoang
1.000 nguoi 1én téi khoang 15.000 ngudi dén thoi diém hién nay. Trén co sé 1y thuyét vé thuong
ton da tring va dén toc thiéu s6 kiéu mau, bai viét sir dung phuwong phép chon mau qua béng tuyét
(snowball sampling) trong nghién ctru thuc dia, nhiing tu liu dién da dan toc hoc tai thanh phé
New Orleans chi ra rang, ngudi My gbc Viét doi khi ciing nga theo y thirc hé thugng ton da trang.

Tir khéa: Dinh kién toc ngudi, ngudi My gbe Viét, New Orleans.
Phan loai nganh: Dan tdc hoc

Abstract: In the American society today, the issue of racial prejudice is frequently mentioned not
only in academia but also in everyday life. Vietnamese Americans in the city of New Orleans are
known to the American media for the community recovery after Hurricane Katrina in 2005.
Arriving after 1975, the community of Vietnamese Americans there has grown from approx.1,000
to approx.15,000 people. Based on the theories of white supremacy and model minorities, the
article uses the snowball sampling method in fieldwork and ethnographic materials in the city to
indicate that the Vietnamese Americans are sometimes inclined towards the white supremacy

ideology.
Keywords: Racial prejudice, Vietnamese Americans, New Orleans.
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1. Pit van dé

“Gidc mo My’ 1a mot niém udc ao dbi véi
cong dan cua nhidu qudc gia trén thé gidi.
Tuy nhién, khi di dat chan dén My, nhing
thanh tyu vé kinh té, hoc van chua chic da
tao cho ngudi nhap cu mot cude séng hanh
phiic, vién man va an toan. Xa hdi My voi
nhiing phan tang x4 hoi va da dang vé chung
toc da mang lai nhiéu tdc dong vao cudc
song hang ngay ciia ho. Nguoi My gbc Viét
tai thanh phé New Orleans, bang Louisiana,
doi khi nga theo y thuc hé thuong ton da
trang khi dit trong méi quan hé véi nguoi
MY da mau.

Vao thoi diém cubi thang 4 nam 1975,
cur dan cia nhiéu lang ngu phi 1én ghe
thuyén va chay ra ngoai bién dé tranh anh
huong bom dan. Trong bdi canh d6, nhiing
ngu pha nay ciing duoc mot sé tau hai quan
My d6n 1én thuyén va duoc chd dén mot s6
trai ti nan duoc thiét 14p & My nhu Fort
Chaffee, Pendleton... Lic nay, Téng Giam
muc Philip Hannan ctia Tong gido phan
New Orleans dong ¥ tiép nhan 6.500 ngudi
Viét Nam theo Cong gido. Ong da tim duoc
mot vi linh myc nguoi Viét dén céc trai 1am
tht tuc bao lanh ngudi Viét téi thanh phd
New Orleans. Gia dinh nguoi Viét dau tién
dugc béo tro toi thanh phd vio thang 9 nim
1975, tiép d6 1a 1.000 ngudi Viét vao cudi
nam 1976. Téng Gido phan New Orleans da
sip xép nguoi Viét dén dinh cu ¢ khu
chung cu Versailles Arms, & phia dong
New Orleans cich trung tdm thanh phd
khoang 25 km. Tir d6, theo mbi lién hé véi
ban be, nguoi than, nhiéu ngudi My gbc
Viét di cu tir cdc tiéu bang khic dén sinh
song tai khu vyc nay. Cho dén nam 1990,
sO luong nguoi My gbe Viét ¢ day 1én t6i
4.600 ngudi. Theo thong ké, s6 lwong ngudi

My gbc Viét hién nay khoang gan 2 triéu
ngudi [13]. Su hién dién ctua ngudi My gbc
Viét ngay lap tirc dugc dit trong mdi quan
hé véi céc chung tdc khac trong xa hoi My.
La mot dan toc gdec Chau A, nguoi My gbc
Viét sém duoc nghién ctru dudi gée nhin vé
dan toc thiéu s kiéu mau. Tuy s6 lugng it
nhung ho van dat duoc thanh cong tuong
d6i 16n sau hon ba thap ky sinh song tai
My. Ngudi My gbc Viét dat nhiéu thanh
cong nho sy cham chi, can cii va cic gid tri
vian héa mang dén tr Viét Nam. Darrel
Montero (1979) chi ra rang hon 80% trong
s6 170.698 nguoi Viét Nam ti nan cé vige
lam toan thoi gian. Nam 1999, thu nhap
hang nam cia mot hg gia dinh nguoi Viét la
32.000 d6 la (USD) [9] va hon 90% s6 thu
nhép nay la tir lao dong chinh thtrc dugc tra
lvong. Sau hon 40 nam, cong dong ngudi
Vi¢t & day ngay cang 16n manh va hoa nhap
vao xd hoi My, nhung ho van tiép tuc himg
chiu sy BDKTN trong xa hoi My. Do do,
nghién ctru vi thé thiéu s6 ciia nguodi My
gbc Viét & New Orleans déng gbp vé ca vé
1y thuyét va tu liéu cho nganh nhan hoc. Bai
viét nay ban vé PKTN tai My va nghién
ctru truong hop & thanh phd New Orleans,
bang Louisiana.

2. Pinh kién tdc nguoi tai My

2.1. Nguoén goc va cdc bien thé cua dinh
kién toc nguoi

X3 hoi My ton tai ngdm ngadm mot hé thong
trat tu chung toc mang tinh lich sir do nguoi
da tring tao lap. Dudi hé thong nay, nhiing
chung toc khong phai da tring bi xép ¢
hang dudi so voi ngudi da tring. Lich s
ciia van dé nay c6 ngudn goc tir budi so

93



Khoa hoc xa héi Viét Nam, s6 11 -2019

khai ctia nudc My & thé ky XVI khi ngudi
da tring Chau Au ciing véi ngudi nd 1é da
den géc Chau Phi dén véi luc dia nay. Ho
dd nhanh chéng thiét 1ap mot hé thong dam
bao vi tri thuong tén cho ngudi da tring.
Theo d6, khdi niém chung tdc dugc tao
dung dé hop 1y héa y thic hé théng tri cia
nguoi da tréng. Su két thic ché d6 no 18 sau
cudc ndi chién (1861-1865) da khién hé
thdng nay chuyén tir nhitng cong cu bao luc
nhu cudng ép nd 1€ va diét chung, sang
cong cu luat phdp nham thiét 1ap vi thé caa
nguoi da tring, tao dung mot hé thong cho
phép PKTN ddi véi nhitng ngudi khong
phai da tring. Trong giai doan nay, nhimng
cong dong ngudi da mau chiu nhiu ton
thwong tr nhitng hanh dong DKTN ¢
nhiing noi cong cong, ¢ truong hoc va khu
vuc cu trd. Pic biét, ché do PKTN Jim
Crow duoc ban hanh ¢ nhidu bang mién
Nam nudc M§ da hop phdp héa vi¢c phan
biét chiing toc giita nguoi da tring va nguoi
da mau ¢ noi cong cong. Giai doan nay
dién ra tir sau ndm 1865 cho dén Phong trao
Quyén Dan sy vao thap nién 1950.

Mot trang sir méi cia nudc My da dugc
mé ra voi sy thing loi ciia Phong trao
Quyén Dan su. Phong trao nay di dua dén
su ra doi cua hai dao luat quan trong: Pao
luat Quyén Dan sy nim 1964 bao dam
quyén binh dang giira cdc cong dan; chong
ky thi, phan biét chung tdc, mau da, ton
gido, gidi tinh trén toan nudc MY; Dao luat
Quyén Bau cir ndm 1965 khang dinh quyén
dugc bau cir dbi véi tit ca cong dan My
khong phan biét mau da, ngudn gdc. Trong
khi nhiéu nguoi cho rang thanh coéng cta
Phong trao Quyén Dan sy di xdéa bd su
DKTN & nudc My, nhidu hoc gia da chimg
minh réng, nguoi da mau tiép tuc bi ky thi &
nhiing dang thic mdi. Eduardo Bonilla-
Silva goi dang nay la ky thi khong mau da
trong thoi ky hau Phong trio Quyén Dan
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su. Bonilla-Silva cho riang hé thong quyén
luc da tring chuyén tir ky thi cong khai
sang thyc hién ky thi ngdm. Theo d6, thay
vi str dung cdc cong cu cong khai bang bao
lyc hay luat phap nhu thoi ky trude, su
DKTN trong giai doan nay trd nén tinh vi
va khé nhan dién hon. Bét binh déng ching
toc tiép tuc dién ra va vi thé da s6 cua ngudi
da tring tiép tuc chi phdi x4 hoi My [4].

Mot s tiép can khic vé y thic hé
thuong ton da tring ciing duoc phat trién
trong nhimng thap nién gan day. Claire Jean
Kim (1999) dua ra luan thuyét vé tam gidc
ching tdc véi viéc dat nguoi My géc Ad
du6i nguoi da tring va ¢ trén ngudi da den
vé thir bac xa hoi, tuy nhién ngudi My gbc
A lai kém nguoi da den vé muc do hoa
nhdp voi xa hoi My; hodc Andrea Smith
(2010) voi 1ap luan vé ba tru cot dam bao
tinh logic ctia hé thong da tring. Ba tru cot
cua Smith la: (1) tinh logic cua ché d6 nd
1€, gfm lién véi chu nghia tu ban; (2) tinh
logic cta ché do diét chung, gan lién voi
chu nghia thuc dan; (3) tinh logic ciia dong
phuong, gin vdi viée coi ngudi My goc A
ludon mang hiém hoa cho dit nuéc MY.
DPiém quan trong cua lap ludn nay la viéc
nhitng nguoi thuéc mot try nao cling bi caim
dd boi vién canh c6 thé tham gia céc tru cot
khac. Nhimg tiép cdn méi nay khang dinh
rang ¥ thirc h¢ thuong ton da trang van lu6n
ton tai va anh huong téi cudc sdng cia moi
cong dan My bat ké mau da.

2.2. Ddn toc thiéu so kiéu mau

Phét trién gan nhu song song v&i Phong
trao Quyén Dén sy 1a 1y thuyét vé dan toc
thiéu s6 kiéu miu. Ly thuyét nay nghién
ctru cdc nhém ngudi gde Chau A nhu nguoi
Nhat Ban, nguoi Han Qudc... va cho rang
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néu nhu cdc cong dong thidu s cé thé
thanh cong, thi khong ¢6 1y do nao ¢ thé
ngin can ngudi My gbc Phi phit trién binh
dang v6i nhitng cong dong khdc. Ra doi
vao thap nién 1960, 1y thuyét nay dugc coi
nhu mot trong nhitng nd lyc phan khing lai
Phong trao Quyén Dan sy cia ngudi da
den. Hé théng da trang cho rang thay vi d6
15i cho hé théng, ngudi My gbc Phi nén tap
trung nang cao trinh dd va hoc cach thich
nghi dé c6 thé dat nhiéu thanh céng hon [6].
Piéu nay da tao ra mot sy trong doi xa hoi
cho nguoi My géc Chau A. Mot mat, né
biéu duong thanh tyu cia ngudi My gbe
Chau A, mit khéc n6 1a cin cir d€ chi trich
nhitng ddi hoi quyén loi cta nguoi My da
den. Tuy nhién, ngay ca khdi niém dan toc
thiéu s6 kiéu mau ciing chi nham bao dam
vi thé thong tri cho ngudi My da tring.
Basch va cong sy (1994) cho re‘ing chu
nghia da van héa di khién cho nudc My
chap nhan nguoi nhap cu da mau nhung gitr
ho & vi tri thap hon trong x hoi. Cling xem
xét ngudi My gbc A trong hé tu tudng
thong tri ciia ngudi da trang, Mia Tuan dit
cau hoi rang liéu c6 thé coi ngudi My gbc
A “mai mai 12 ngoai kiéu” hay ho 1a “nhiing
ngudi da tring danh du”. Nghién ciru cia
Mia Tuan khong dua ra céu trd 161 boi 1€ ca
hai khéi niém nay bo qua ban chat phtc tap
cua quan hé chung toc trong xa hoi My.
Néu cho rang ho mii 1a “ngoai kiéu” thi s&
phii nhan viéc nguoi My gbc A thanh cong
hon mot s6 cong dong khéc cling sinh song
trén nudc My; trong khi d6, néu coi ho 1a
“ngudi da trang danh dy” thi lai phu nhan
viéc ho van dang hang ngay phai chiu dung
st PKTN ngay tai qudc gia ho mang qudc
tich [12]. Chia sé v6i Mia Tuan, Rosalind
Chou va Joe Feagin néu bat ban chat cua
thuyét dan toc thiéu sé kiéu miu trong viéc

cing cb vi thé ctia hé tu tuong thong tri da
trang. Chou va Feagin nghién ctru nhiing
dia ban nhu truong hoc, noi lam viéc,
khong gian cong cong va chi ra vi¢c nguoi
My gbc Chau A Iuén bi ngudi My da tring
ky thi tai bat ctr khéng gian nao. Céc tic gia
két luan, h¢ tu tuong da tréng théng tri moi
khong gian xa hoi va do d6, viéc dugc coi
1a dan toc kiéu mau khong gitp ich gi ngudi
M¥ gbc A tranh khéi sy PKTN [5].

3. Nghién ciru trwomg hop ngudi My goc
Viét tai thanh phé New Orleans

3.1. Pinh kién téc nguoi tqi noi cu tru

Van d¢ an toan/an ninh 12 diéu dau tién t6i
nghe dugc tr nhitng ngudi dan & lang
Versailles. Bang viéc phan tich nhan thuc
vé an toan & noi cu trd cia nguoi My gbc
Viét trong mdi quan hé véi ngudi My gbc
Phi c6 thu nhap thap, phan nay s& chi ra
dinh kién gidng v6i nguoi My da tring cta
ngudi My gde Viét.

Viao thang 4 nam 2010, sy kién tran dau
cua tap doan BP ¢ Vinh Mexico da khién
hang nghin ngudi bi mét viéc 1am. Nguoi
My gbc Viét & New Orleans bi anh hudng
tryc tiép boi c6 mot s6 lwong 16n ngudi sinh
song dya vao cong nghiép hai san & ving
Vinh. Trong nhiing thing dau tién ctia tham
hoa nay, co quan tir thién Cong gido & New
Orleans di trao tang 100 USD mdi tuan cho
75 gia dinh dya trén phuong thic “ai dén
trude duge trude”. Do d6, mdi budi sing,
nguoi dan kéo dén xép hang dai dé tim co
may nhan dugc tién hd tro. Ho c6 mat xép
hang nhiéu gid déng ho trudc khi vin phong
mo ctra. Toi nghe thay nhiéu ngudi My gdc
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Viét néi v6i nhau vé nguy co bi ngudi My da
den cudp néu di mot minh vio séang sém.

Nhiéu ngudi so sanh tinh hinh nay véi
bbi canh sau con bdo Katrina nam 2005.
Ong Poan?, 72 tudi, khing dinh: “V& vén
dé an ninh, trong qud khr ¢6 nhiéu nguoi
My da den, c6 nhiéu vu cudp béc, dic
biét 1a & khu vuc Versailles Arms. Sau khi
ngudi My da den roi di, tinh hinh c6 tdt
hon. Bay gio chu yéu 1a nguoi My gbc
Viét, chi c6 mdt it nguoi My da den,
ngudi Mexico sdng & ddy thdi”.

Tuy nhién, nhitng nguoi My goc Viét
khac lai ¢6 nhing suy nghi dbi 1ap. Co Van,
60 tudi, chia s véi toi:

Co6 Van: Co6 khong dam di nha tho mot
minh vao budi sdng, boi vi ¢d so ngudi
MY da den.

Hoang: Tai sao cd sg?

Co6 Van: Ngay nay, nguoi My da den &
Versailles chti yéu 12 nhitng ngudi thué nha,
khong phai chu nha. Nam ngodi, cd nghe
néi ¢6 nhidu truong hop bi cudp, hiép & sau
nha thd nhd. Do d6, bat cr ldc ndo co di
chg Viét, ¢6 phai nhin xung quanh can than
truéc khi xudng xe. O diy thudng chi so
nguoi My da den, nhung nay con s¢ ca
ngudi M& nita. Ching ta khong thé gan ho
vi chiing ta yéu hon ho.

Hoang: C6 cam thay ¢ ddy mat an toan
tur lic nao?

Cd Van: Pi 1au roi. Nguoi gia thi khong
biét tiéng, ho khong lam duoc gi. Néu
ngudi tré thiy viéc day, ho c6 thé goi canh
sat ho. O khu vyuc nay khong an toan déu.
Sau con bao Katrina, ca ba xe 6t6 nha c6 bi
trom ¢ ddy. Trudc bio, khu vuc nay rat tot
vi chii nha ciing & ddy. Ngudi My da tring
don di chd khdc sau bdo, ngudi My da den
cling véi nguoi M2 vé thué nhitng ngdi nha
nay. Bay gio, ¢ day khdng an toan ti nao.
(Phong van thang 10/2011 tai New Orleans)

96

Trong sudt cudc phong van, c6 Van chi
tap trung vao nguoi My da den va sau do6 la
ngudi M@ khi trao d6i vé sy mat an toan.
Két luan nay dua trén ca tin ddn va gia dinh
ctia cd nhin c¢d. Mic di khong c6 bing
chimg, nhung cd cho rang xe da bi ngudi
My da den trom boi vi “ngudi My da tring
da don di hét sau con bdo Katrina”. Di véi
¢0 Van, viéc khu cu tri tré nén kém an toan
hon 1a vi sy roi di ciia nguoi da tring va
nhdp vao cua ngudi da den va nguoi
Mexico dén thué nha.

Ong Sang, mot ngudi lam nghe ngu phu,
¢6 cting quan diém v&i c6 Van vé cam gidc
bat an v6i nhitng ngudi méi dén. La mot
chu nha ¢ Versailles hon 30 ndm, 6ng to ra
rit lo ling vé nhitng nguoi dén thué nha.
Theo 6ng, khu phd nay truée bio Katrina
rat an toan boi vi ¢6 nhiéu nguoi chi nha cu
trd. Trai nghiém cua Ong la nhitng nguoi
cht nha déu chiam séc ngdi nha ctia minh va
quan hé tét véi hang xém lang giéng. Tuy
nhién, sau con bio Katrina, nhiéu nguoi My
da trang di ban nha va nhig ngudi chi
moi cho thué nhitng ngdi nha nay cho
ngudi My da den, nguoi ME. Piéu nay
khién 6ng Sang cam thdy lo ngai vi ho
“thuong mat trat tu, hu hong, rugu bia va
dung ma tdy”. Trong cudc phong van, 6ng
khong chi so sanh ngu:(‘)’i thué nha va ngLr(‘yi
chu nha ma ong con thé hién hoa1 niém veé
cudc séng gan nguoi My da trang Nhirng
cum tir nhu “trude bio Katrina rat an toan”,
“nguoi My da tring thuong ¢ day rat
nhiéu” thé hién su thi€én cam cua 6ng Sang
v6i nguoi My da tring.

Tuy nhién, khong phai tit ca ngudi My da
den séng ¢ Versailles déu 13 nguoi thué nha.
T6i gap nhiéu chii nha 1a nguoi My da den &
cdc cudc hop cong dong tai ving dong
New Orleans. Ong Edward Blouvin song
& Versailles tir nam 1980 dén nay. Mic du
ong séng ¢ gan bbn gia dinh ngudi My



Nguyén Vii Hoang

gbc Viét, nhung ho ciing khéng c6 nhiéu
giao tiép v6i nhau. Tuy nhién, ong cé 4n
tugng t6t vé nguoi Viét Nam: “Ngudi
Viét rat tot nhung ma hoi nhit nhat”. Ong
thuong chi néi “xin chao” mdi khi gip
ngudi cta bén gia dinh ngudi My gdc
Viét hang x6ém. Mac du c6 it lién lac véi
hang x6m nay, 6ng Blouvin lai rat tich
cuc trong hoat dong cOng déng. Ong la
thanh vién ctia Ban Diéu hanh nhém phat
trién lang Village de I’Est va 1a chu cua
ngdi nha ciing bi trom pha ba 1an tir nim
2011 dén 2012.

Trong mot lan tdi dang di d6 xang, mot
ba ngudi My da den tién lai va hoi t6i ¢
nhin thdy mot cdi tdi & dau khong. Sau do,
ba giai thich rang xe ctia ba bi dap cira kinh
va lay trom tdi xdch. Ba dang mong ké trom
s& chi 14y tién va vut tii lai dau d6. Vi thé,
khong chi nguoi Viét ma nguoi My da den
cling phai chiu canh trdm cudép & khu vuc
nay. Mét an toan 1a cam nhan pho bién lién
quan dén an ninh tai dia ban nay, khong chi
v6i nguoi My gde Viét. Tuy nhién, nguoi
My gbc Viét duong nhu gén van dé nay véi
ngudi thué nha 1a My da den va nguoi ME.

Nhin chung, ddi véi ngudi My gbc Viét
song & khu vuc ngoai 6 phia doéng thanh
phé New Orleans, 16i song ¢ nhiing ngdi
nha don 1¢ d3 han ché tbi da su tuong tac
gita ho va nhiing nguoi thugc cac chung
toc khac. Dicu nay 1a mot tic nhan quan
trong dan dén nhimg mbi quan hé ndng can,
mo nhat, tham chi 12 hiéu nhdm giita nhiing
nguoi thugc nhitng chung toc khac nhau.

3.2. Binh kién toc nguoi 0 noi cong cong
Noi cong cong la noi dién ra nhiéu hoat

dong chung cua cac cu dan, trong dé co
nguoi My goc Viét. Day ciing 1a noi chtra

dung nhitng hanh vi DPKTN mdt cich tinh
vi. Phan nay s& phan tich sy tham gia cta
ngudi My gdc Viét & nhitng noi nhu bénh
vién, quan an va khu vui choi giai tri. Qua
d6 s& gitip 1am 15 vi tri cia nguoi My gbc
Viét trong hé thdng chung toc tai My.

Dbi voi thé hé thir nhit, nhitng rao can
vé ngdn ngir khong chi ngin ho vuon 1én
trong sy nghiép ma con 1a ngudn gbc cho
sy d6i xr bac dii tir nhitng ngudi chiing toc
khic. Xuan Lan nh¢ lai cau chuyén cua )
cd & mot bénh vién dia phuong.

Hoang: Béc si va diéu dudng da cu xur
thé ndo véi gia dinh ban?

Xuén Lan: B t6i trude ddy c6 vao bénh
vién Methodist & dong New Orleans. D6 la
mot bénh vién tir thién, cdc diéu kién déu
khong tot ca. Cac bac si khong chii tim. Ho
clr chay ra chay vao ghé thim rat nhanh.
Ching t6i khong dugc huong mdt dich vu
tét nhu & céc bénh vién nhé hon hoac &
nhting quan khéc.

Hoang: Methodist ¢6 phai 1a mgt bénh
vién 16n khong?

Xuan Lan: Ping roi, t6i cho réng lac do,
cdc nhan vién d6i xu khong thién cam voi bd
me t6i vi ho khong néi tiéng Anh va chiing
t6i thi con qua bé dé can thiép. Lic d6, toi
chi nghi 1a ho da khong cho ching t6i mot
su phuc vu cong bang nhu nhiing ngudi
khéc. T6i nghi, rao can ngdn ngir da khién
b t6i khong dugc phuc vu chuén muc.

Hoang: Ban c6 nghi 1a day chi 1a van dé
vé ngdn ngir?

Xuan Lan: Ping thé, boi vi chiing toi
con qua bé nén khong giip dugc. Nhung
néu nghi k¥ hon, t6i khong biét c6 tim ra
thudt ngit chinh xac hon khong. Nhung dé
cO lién quan t61 DKTN ¢ bénh vién. Ban
biét dy, ching toi thay cdch ho cu xir voi
nhitng nguoi bénh néi tiéng Anh, nguoi My
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da tring, da den, va thdy dich vu c6 khic
biét hon. B6 me ching t61 khong néi duoc
tiéng Anh, khong hiéu céc y, béc si. Do d6,
toi nghi chung tdc 1a mot ly do quan trong
khién cho cdc dich vu khong t6t nhu 18 ra
ching phai duogc thyc hié¢n.

(Phong vén 8/2014 tai New Orleans)
Truong hop cua bé Xudn Lan trong bénh
vién chi 10 tai sao nhitng rao can ngbn ngir
da tao ra sy ddi xu bat binh déng. Nhiéu
ngudi My gdc Viét khac da phai 1é thudc
vao con cai va nhan vién cua céac trung tdm
hd trg cong dong dé nho thong dich ho héa
don tién dién, tién nudc va cdc van dé bao
hiém y té, bao hiém xi hoi. Do d6, su thiéu
hut vé ngdn ngit di can tré nguoi My goc
Viét thé hé thir nhét trong viéc huéng thy
mot dich vu day da ¢ noi cong cong.

Trong cudc song hang ngay, nhiéu nguoi
cAp tin cta tdi xdc nhan rang ngudi My gbc
Viét da phan danh gid thip vé nguoi My
gbc Phi va lai ddnh gid cao ngudi My da
trang. Ong Tic, téi My nam 1975, cho rang
6ng khong bi ddi xtr ky thi ma chi ¢6 ngudi
M§ gbc Viét hay ky thi nguoi My da den.

Tic: O My ho tuan thii phdp luat lim.
C6 nhiéu ngudi nhap cu ma. Do dé, ho
quen véi nhiéu nguoi da mau roi. Trude khi
nguoi Viét sang thi ciing c¢6 nguoi Cuba,
ngudi Ailen va nhiéu nguoi nhap cu khéc.

Hoang: Ong c6 nghi 1a vi thé ciia nguoi
My gdc Viét & cao hon ngudi My da den
trong xa hoi nay khong?

Tic: C6 day, nguoi My da den thi khong
ky thi, nhung nguoi My goc Viét lai 1a
nguoi ky thi nguoi My da den. Nguoi My
géc Viét thich di mua sam & cdc khu vuc
cia ngudi My da tring va khong thich dén
khu nguoi My da den.

Hoang: Tai sao vay?
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Tic: Mot phan 1a vi van d& an ninh,
nhung céi chinh t6i nghi l1a vi ho ché nguoi
My da den. Minh ky thi ho nén minh toan
dén khu cta nguoi My da tring. Ngudi c6
thu nhap cao thi mua nha ¢ khu dong nguoi
da tring s& an toan hon. Khong ai dam di
vao khu vuc cua nguoi My da den sinh
song vao budi toi. Ho s& giét minh. Néu
minh mudn di choi, minh s& téi khu vuc cia
ngudi da tring ké ca khi nguoi My da den
td chirc sy kién gi d6 vao cudi tuan.

(Phong van thang 6/2012 tai New Orleans)

Quan diém cua 6ng Tdc rit phd bién
trong nhitng ngudi My gdc Viét & New
Orleans. Ciing nhu da trinh bay ¢ phan
trude, nguoi My gbe Viét rat lo ling vé van
dé an ninh, khong phai chi ¢ noi cu trd ma
con trén toan thanh phd. Poan trich phong
van trén v6i éng Tic da chi ra viéc 1am thé
nao ngudi My gbc Viét lai ¢6 cdi nhin dinh
kién vé khu vyc ciia nguoi My da den.
Trong khi c6 ngudi cho rang ddy chi 1a van
dé so thich cta timg nguoi, viéc nguoi My
géc Viét lua chon dia diém vui choi giai tri
cling thé hién rang ho thich sdng vdi kiéu
ctia nguoi da tring va sinh hoat ¢ nhiing
khu vyc déng nguoi da trang hon.

Khong chi c6 thdi do dinh kién vé khu
vuc ciia ngudi da den, ngudi My gbe Viét
cling c¢6 cdi nhin phan biét ddi véi nguoi
My da den khi so sdnh v&i nguoi My da
trang va ngudi My gbc Viét trong viéc dn
uéng. Tac Nguyén, mot k¥ thuat vién vy
khoa, nhan xét: “Ngudi My da trang khong
thich di an buffet béi vi ho muén chat
lugng dich vu hon s luwong thitc an. Ho
nghi réng ho tra tién dé nhan dugc tht ma
ho mong muén. Pic biét 1a vao ngay sinh
nhat, ho khong muén di an buffet vi moi
ngudi ¢t phai chay di chay lai ldy d6 an.
Ho mudn ¢6 tiéc sinh nhat & tiém va duge
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bdi ban phuc vu. Tuy nhién, ngudi My da
den lai nghi khéic. Ho muén di téi noi ma
ho ¢6 thé an duoc nhiéu, an dén no. Ho
nghi rang duoc an la suéng. Va ddi véi
nguoi My gdc Viét mudn an ngon nhung
phai ré. P6 in ngon nhung anh mudn héa
don thap, dbi khi con khéng cho tién tip”.
Nhiing suy nghi dap khuon nay tré thanh
nguyén tic cho Tac Nguyén tng xu voi
nhittng nguoi ban khiac mau da khi c6 viéc
giao luu.

Nhu vay, c6 thé thay van dé chung toc
hién dién trong moi hoat dong cua doi séng
hang ngay ma nguoi My gbc Viét tham gia.
Tu bénh vién, quin an, cho dén noi vui choi
gidi trf, nguoi My gbc Viét ludn xem xét va
ddnh gid nhiing nguoi thudc ching tdc
khéac. Nguoc lai, ho cling bi danh gid va ddi
xur dya vao nhitng gi ma nhitng nguoi kia
nghi vé& ho. Trong khi mot sé nguoi My gbc
Viét van thay ho bi dbi xir nguoc dai boi
nhitng ¢4 nhan nguoi My da den, nguoi My
da tring, nhiéu nguoi My gdc Viét van giir
cdi nhin dinh kién vé ngudi My da den.

3.3. Binh kién toc nguoi o noi lam viéc

Néu nhu ¢ khu lang Versailles, nguoi My
gbc Viét khong ¢6 nhiéu mdi quan hé truc
tiép voi nhitng nguoi thude chung tdc khac
thi ¢ nhiing noi cong s¢ nhu van phong,
nha mdy, ctra hang nguoi My gdc Viét
phai tim cdch dé chung séng voi nhiing
dong nghiép khic ching toc. Phan dudi
day s& 1am rd rang, mic di ngudi My gbc
Viét da vuon lén trong cong viéc, thugng
ton da tring tiép tuc 4m anh ho tai noi
cong s& qua hé thdng chung toc. Ho van
luén phai chiu dung viéc minh la mot
nhém thiéu sé va bi dbi xir khong cong
bang & mot mirc do nhét dinh.

Sau khi té1 New Orleans vao nam 1975,
ngudi Viét di phai bat tay ngay vao cudc
song mai. Nhiéu nguoi bat dau bang cong
viéc dap sd va bé dau tdm & cdc hing ché
bién hai san. Ho di thanh timg nhém tdi cdc
hang vao budi sang sém va trd vé nha vao
Idc trua sau khi két thic ca 1am viéc. Mot
s6 lugng 16n ngudi cip tin cia tdi nhan xét
rang nguoi Viét khéo 1éo va lam tot hon
nguoi My da den. Ho thudng hoan thanh
cong viéc s6m hon va hi¢u suit cao hon
ngudi My da den. Dan dan, thé hé nguoi
Viét tha nhét tré thanh lyc lugng lao dong
quan trong & coéng nghiép ché bién hai san
cua dia phuong.

Nhitng nguoi Viét lam cOng trong cic
cong xudng c6 nhiéu trai nghiém tét véi cdc
6ng chi ngudi My da trang. Ong Lac Bui
lam viéc & mot xuong ché bién gd do ngudi
My da trang lam chi. Sau 20 nim, Ong
dugc dé bat 1am trudng mot bo phan. Nhan
xét vé nhitng nguoi déng nghiép da trang,
da den, M& va nguoi My gbc Viét, ong
khang dinh ring ngudi My gdc Viét chim
hon ngudi My da tring, ngudi My da den.
Diéu duy nhat ma 6ng lo ling nhat 12 ngdn
ngit. Mic di tiéng Anh caa dng du tot dé s
dung, 6ng thira nhan rang: “So voi nguoi
M¥ da tring, thi tiéng Anh ctia minh khong
bang. Doi khi minh ¢6 nhing cdi bat lgi. Do
d6, dé canh tranh v6i ngudi My da tring,
chiing ta phai 1am t6t hon. Néu khong ho s&
coi thuong minh”. Theo 6ng, so v&i nguoi
My da trang thi nguoi My gbc Viét bi xép &
vi trf thap hon trir phi nguoi d6 ¢6 nang luc,
trinh d6 cao hon ngudi My da tring. Diéu
nay ciing duoc gii hoc gia vé ngudi My
gbc A trao d6i rong rdi. Mia Tuan md ta vé
thach thirc nay khi thao luan lam thé nio
nguoi My gbe Trung Qudc va Nhat Ban ddi
mat véi thuc té quan h¢ quyén Iuc va hé
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thong ching toc & My. Tuan chi ra rang rat
nhiéu nguoi cip tin cua ba da duoc canh
bao: “Ho can phai lam viéc cham chi hon
dé dat dugc muc tiéu boi vi ho khong phai
1a nguoi da tring” [12]. Tuong tu véi
truong hop cia 6ng Lac Bui, néu nhu chi ¢6
k¥ nang nghé nghiép ngang bang voi ngudi
da trdng, thi nguoi My gdc Viét cling khong
dugc ddnh gia bang nguoi da trang. Chi c6
cach Ia phai lam vi¢c va c6 k¥ nang vuot
troi hon thi nguoi My gde Viét méi duoc
nhin nhan nhu nguoi da tring.

Trong thi truong lao dong & New
Orleans, bén canh nguoi My gbc Viét con
c6 nguoi da tring, da den, va nguoi ME.
Ong Lac Bui nhan xét so sanh: “Ngudi My
da den khong bao gio lam tdt hon minh
duoc vi ho khong nhirng ludi ma con thich
kién dng chi. Nguodi ME thi “ok”, ho c6 strc
khoe, nhung khong nhanh nhen nhu nguoi
My gbc Viét. Do d6, néu dng chi hing phai
cho thdi viéc mot ngudi, 6ng ta s€ chon
nguoi My da den dau tién”. Trong suy nghi
ctia 6ng Lac Bui, ngudi My da tring & vi tri
cao nhét, tiép sau 1a nguoi My gdc Viét,
ngudi M@ rdi dén ngudi My da den. Géc
nhin ciia 6ng ciing twong dong véi ¥ thirc
hé thuong tén da tring, coi ngudi My gbc
Viét 1a mot dan toc thiéu sé kiéu mau.

Thuong ton da tring con duoc cam nhan
trong bbi canh 13, cho dit ho c¢6 chim chi
lam viée, va dugc dé bat thang chuc thi
cling khéng dam bao cho ngudi My gbc
Viét dugc hoan toan chép thuan boi déng
nghiép da tring. Ong Tac Nguyen, 1am viéc
cho phong xét nghiém y té, trai nghiém viéc
cu XU x4u tir nhitng nguoi dong nghiép da
trang. Ong néi: “Van dé ky thi ton tai &
khip noi, bt cir khi nao ching toi ¢6 vi tri
t6t. Trudc bdo, t6i 1am viéc & vi tri quan
dde tai mOt by phan ¢ bénh vién. La nguoi
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My gbc Viét, nhung minh c6 thé bao ngudi
My da tring lam bat ctr viéc gi lién quan
dén cong viéc. Mic dit né phai 1am, n6 lam
1a vi tién luong, chir khong phéi vi né né
minh. N6 chi 1am vi tién chir khéng phai vi
né coi trong minh. Cho dit minh c¢6 tt dén
dau chang nira thi ho cling khong coi trong
minh. Ho s& dat cau hoi, tai sao ho khong
duoc dé bat 1am quan dde, tai sao mot
ngudi My gdc Viét lai dugc?” Trai nghiém
cia 6ng Tac Nguyen cho thiy sy lan toa
cia thuong tén da tring trong khong gian
noi cong s rat ro nét. Hé thong chung toc &
M7 12 nén tang cho viéc ngudi My gbe Vit
bi dit dudi ngudi My da tring. Quan diém
cua 6ng Tac Nguyen chia sé voi Bonilla-
Silva: “Khi nguoi da tring khong cé viéc
lam hodc khong dugc dé bat, d6 1a vi mot
nguoi thiéu s6. Néu ho khong vao duoc
truong dai hoc, d6 1a do ngudi thiéu sd.
Dong chay tu duy nay cho phép nguoi da
trang khong bao gid céng nhan nhimng 1y do
khién ho khong dugc dé bat” [4, tr.83].
Trong cic truong hop cua Lac Bui va Tac
Nguyen, nhitng cau chuyén ctua ho da cho
thay rd van dé rao can vé chung tdc & noi
cong so tai My. Nhitng rao can nay khong
phai do ngudi chi co s¢ dat ra, ma né dén
tir nhitng nguoi dong nghiép. Trong khi
mot sb dong nghiép da trang khong sin
saing chap nhan viéc ngudi My gbc Viét
nam vi trf 1anh dao, mot sb déng nghiép da
den ciing nhin nhin ngudi My gbc Viét
nhu mot méi de doa cho twong lai nghé . va
nhin xudng nguoi da den, dic biét 1a
nhitng ngudi da den c6 thu nhap thap,
ngudi My gbc Viét & New Orleans tiép
tuc cung c6 cho 1y thuyét dan toc thiéu sb
kiéu mau, va do d6, di vo thirc nga theo y
thire hé thuong ton da trang.
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4. Két luan

Bai viét dd cung cép chi tiét nhiéu khia canh
ching toc trong doi sdng hang ngay cia
ngudi My gbe Viét & New Orleans. Y niém
vé DKT Nhang ngay van hién hitu ¢ nhiéu
khong gian nhu: khu dan cu, noi cong cong
va noi lam vigc. Mic dau c6 rét it, tham chi
l1a khong c6 nhitng hanh dong PKTN mang
tinh cuc doan, nhung ngudi My gdc Viét thé
hién minh vura la ngudi ¢ suy nghi dinh
kién, lai vira 12 nan nhan cua viéc dinh kién.
Nhirng truong hop nghién ctru trén chi ra
rang ngudi My gbc Viét bi roi vao biy cia y
thtrc hé thuong ton da tréng.

Nhiéu nguoi My gbc Viét ¢ céi nhin
dinh kién vé nguoi My da den thu nhap
thdp ¢ thanh phd nay. Khu lang Versailles
tap trung nhidu ngudi My gbec Viét va tao
thanh mot vung dat dan toc khac biét &
New Orleans. Sy hién dién cua nha tho
thanh Maria Nir vuong Viét Nam va 16i
song cong doan cong gido ctia nhirg ngudi
My gbc Viét da giam thiéu mbi quan hé
x6m giéng véi nhitng ngudi khic chung
toc, van héa va ngdn ngir. Do d6, nguoi My
géc Vi¢t ¢c6 mot sy canh gidc cao do voi
nguoi My da den & noi cu trd. Diéu nay thé
hién ring nguoi My gdc Viét c6 chung géc
nhin ciia nguoi My da tring vé ngudi My
da den thu nhap thap.

O New Orleans, ngudi My gbc Viét chiu
thiét thdi vi 12 mot nhém thiéu sb trong moi
mdi truong. Trong cong so, nhidu ngudi
My gbc Viét khd s& vi nhitng sy d6i xur
nguoc dai mang tinh chung toc tir nhitng
ngudi dong nghiép khic chung toc. Trong
nhiéu tinh hubng, nguoi My goc Viét phai
d6i mat véi sy phan khang tir nhitng ngudi
My da tring dong nghiép cip dudi. Do d6,
di1 1 ¢6 tré thanh mot cd nhan thiéu so kicu

miu & cong sO, diéu nay khong dam bao
cho mgt thai do khong dinh kién tir nhitng
ngudi thudc phe da s (da tring, da den).

Dic biét, bai viét phan tich 1 rang ngudi
My gbc Viét thé hién mot sy thoa hiép véi
y thirc hé da trang. Mirc séng trung binh va
nhimg thanh tru ma ngudi My gbc Vit
vuot trdi hon ngudi My da den da 1am cho
ho chép nhan vi thé: “It nhit ho khong &
dudi ddy cua ciu tric x4 hoi ching toc”
[11, tr.2]. N6i cach khac, b.':ing viéc ton
trong gid tri cua ngudi My da trang va dat
vi thé cia minh & trén nguoi My da den,
ngudi My gbe Viét & New Orleans dudng
nhu thuan theo y thirc hé da trang thong tri
trong xa hoi My.

Chi thich

 Trong bai viét ndy, tit ca tén ngudi déu da duogc
thay d6i dé bao dam bi mat danh tinh cho nguoi
cAp tin.

> Nguoi M@ 1a tén do ngudi Viét Nam dung dé chi
ngudi Mexico (MéE Tay Co).
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