
TRAO odi f Kie'N 

VE NAM DOI "HAT" THANH "TINH" 6 NAM KY 

TRAN THANH TRUNG* 

Hifin nay, cd nhifi'u tfii li^u vitft vtf 
cfing vide ttf chflc hfinh chinh cila 

thyc dfin Phfip fl Nam Ky. Tuy nhien, trong 
nhilu tfii Ii§u, vi^c ghi mfi'c thfli gian dtfi 
hgt (Arrondissement) thanh tinh (Province) 
cd It nhifi'u dilm khfie nhau; tfl dd da dfin 
dtfn sU thifi'u thtfng nhtft trong nhitfu cdng 
trinh nghifin cflu lich sil vfi vitft Hch sil 
truyin thtfng 6 cfie dia phUdng, 

Ngay sau khi, thUc dan Phap dfinh 
chitfm ba tinh mien Ddng Nam Ky vfi ky 
Hifip Ude ngay 5-6-1862, chung bfit dfiu 
thifi't Ifip bp mfiy cai trj. (5 cfic phil, huypn 
trudc day lfin lUpt dUpc thay thtf b4ng 
nhiing ddn vi hfinh chinh mfli, gpi la JfChu 
thanh tra (Inspection) (1) vfi dflng dfiu moi 
Khu thanh tra lfi mdt vien "Thanh tra cdng 
viic ndi chinh bdn xuf (Inspecteurs des 
Affaires Indigdnes) (2). 

Dtfn khi chitfm dUde 6 tinh Nam Ky (1867) 
vfi dl to chflc vide cai tri, thyc dan Phfip da 
ehia Nam Ky ra 24 Khu thanh tra nhU tinh 
Gia Dinh cd 7 Khu thanh tra; tinh My Tho cd 
4 khu; tinh Bien Hda cd 5 khu; tinh Vinh 
Long cd 3 khu; lanh An Giang cfi 3 khu vfi 
tinh Hfi Tien cd 2 khu. Dtfn nfim 1868, Ifip 
thfim 3 Khu thanh tra mdi dd Ifi Cfin Thd, 
Bfie Trang vfi Md Cay. Vfiy liic nfiy, stf Khu 
thanh tra nang lfin 27, va ba nfim sau stf 
Khu thanh tra giam xuong cdn 18 khu. Nfim 
1872 Ifip thfim Khu thanh tra Trfi 6n, 
nhung mpt nfim sau thi dfli vtf Cfin Tho. 

De titfp tuc ciing ctf hfi thtfng bd mfiy cai 
tri, thyc dfin Phap da cho titfn hfinh cai 
cfinh ntfn hfinh chfnh. Ngfiy 5-1-1876, 
Thtfng dtfc Nam Ky Duypere (Duperrfi) da 
ra nghj dinh ehia toan bfi Nam Ky thanh 4 
khu vUc hanh chinh ldn (Circonscription 
administratives), vfi moi khu vUc hfinh 
chinh ldn nfiy dflpc chia nhfl ra thfinh 19 
tilu khu hfinh chinh (Arrondissement 
administratif): 

(1) Khu VUc Sdi Gdn: cd 5 tilu khu la Sai 
Gdn, Tay Ninh, Thii Dfiu Mdt, Bien Hfla va 
Ba Ria; 

(2) Khu vUc My Tho: cd 4 tilu khu Ifi My 
Tho, Tan An, Gd Cdng vfi Chp Ldn; 

(3) Khu VUc Vinh Long: efi 4 tilu khu lfi 
Vinh Long, Btfn Tre, Trfi Vinh vfi Sa Ddc; 

(4) Khu vUc Bassac: cd 6 tieu khu la 
Chau Doc, Hfi Tidn, Long Xuydn, Rach Gifi, 
Tra 6n (3) va Sde Trfing (4). 

Sau khi thfinh Ifip 19 hat trfin, dtfn ngfiy 
13-12-1880, Thong dtfc Nam Ky cho thfinh 
Ifip thfim hat thfl 20 (20*arrondissement)(5) 
gdm Thfinh pho Sfii Gfin, Thfinh pho Chd 
Ldn vfi mfit so Ifing lfin cfin. Titfp theo, de'n 
ngfiy 18-12-1882, Thtfng dtfc Nam Ky Ld 
Miard Vile ra nghi djnh Iflp them hat thii 
21 lfi Bae Lieu thufic khu vUc hfinh chinh 
Bassac (6). 

Sau mfit thdi gian dfii to chfle vide cai trj, 
thv(c dfin Phfip da nhfin rd vific ttf chflc 
hfinh chfnh trong ehfnh sach cai trj cila 
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chiing chua hi§u qufi, nfin Phfip dfi thay dtfi 
hd thtfng ttf chflc hfinh ehfnh. Ngfiy 20-12-
1899, Tofin quytfn Dfing DUOng Paul 
Doumor dfi ra nghj djnh doi Hpt tham bi^n 
(ArrondisBomon) thfinh Tinh (Province) vfi 
nghi djnh nfiy cd hi^u lî c kl tfl ngfiy 1-1-
1900. Luc ba'y gifl, ca Nam Ky cd 20 tinh lfi 
Bpc Lifiu, Bfi Ria, Btfn Tre, Bifin Hda, Cfin 
Thd, Chfiu Dtfc, Chp Ldn, Gia Djnh, Gd 
Cfing, Hfi Tidn, Long Xuyfin, My Tho, Rpch 
Gifi, Sa Ddc, Sdc Trfing, Tfin An. Tfiy Ninh, 
Thu Dfiu Mdt, Trfi Vinh vfi Vinh Long vfi 3 
Thfinh phtf la Sfii Gdn, Chp Ldn vfi Cap 
Saint Jacques. 

Tuy nhifin, nhifi'u cfing trinh nghifin cflu 
lich sil dfi efi B\f thitfu thtfng nhtft ve mtfc thfli 
gian sy ki^n nfiy, nhU Nghiin ciu dia bg 
triiu Nguyin - Vinh Long, Dinh Tuflng, An 
Giang cua dng Nguyin Dinh Dfiu, xutft ban 
1994; Ti dien dia danh Thdnh phdHd Chi 
Minh cila Lfi Trung Hoa (7); Dia chi Cdn 
Tha cua Tinh uy, Uy ban Nhfin dfin Cfin 
Tho, xutft ban nfim 2002; Lich si truyin 
thd'ng dd'u tranh cdch mgng cua Ddng b^ vd 
nhdn ddn huyin Mang Thit (1930-1975); 
Lich si truyin thdng cdch mgng huy^n Binh 
Minh (1930-1975), xufi't ban nflm 2007; Lich 
si truyin thd'ng cdch mang cua Ddng bd vd 
nhdn ddn huyin Long Hd (1930-2000), xutft 
ban 2007... dtfu ghi npi dung: Theo nghj djnh 
ngfiy 20-12-1889, cfic hat (Arrondissement) 
doi thfinh tinh (Province) (8). 

Trong mpt nhdm tfii Htfu khfic thi, vitfc 
ghi mtfc thdi gian doi Hat thfinh "finh cd sî  
venh nhau kha xa, diing 10 nfim nhu Lich 
trinh hdnh chdnh Nam phdn cila Dfio Vfin 
Hpi, xutft ban 1961; Nhihig thay ddi vi dia 
ly hdnh chinh cdc tinh Nam Ky trong thdi k^ 
Phdp thudc cila Vu Vfin "Hnh (9); Vi cdc dan 
vi hdnh chinh dNam Bd qua cdc chddd cila 
Hong Kieu (10); Viit Nam nhing sU ki^n 
lich si (1858-1918) cua Dudng Kinh Qutfc, 
xutft ban nflm 1999; Dia chi Bdn Tre ciia 
Thach PhUdng vfi Doan Tfl (Chu bifin), xutft 

bfin nfim 2001; Ti didn Sdi Gdn Thdnh phd 
Hd Chl Minh cila Thpch PhUdng, Ld Trung 
Hoa (Chil bidn); Lich si tinh Vinh Long 
(1732-2000) ciia Ban Tuyfin gifio Vinh Long, 
xutft bfin 2002; Tim hidu vdn hda Vinh Long 
ciia Ban Tuyfin gifio Vinh Long, xutft ban 
nflm 2003; Vi^t Nam • nhing thay ddi dja 
danh vd dia gidi hdnh chinh 1945-2002,... 
dtfu ghi: 20-12-1899, Tofin quytfn Ddng 
Duong ra nghj djnh dtfi "Tidu khu" 
(Arrondissement) - ddn v\ hfinh chfnh fl Nam 
Ky Iflc btfy gifl - thfinh "Tinh" (Province), vfi 
phfin chia thfinh ba mitfn (...) (11). Tuy 
nhifin, tfii H û cua fing Dfio Vfin Hpi vfi Htfng 
Kitfu thi cd dilm khfic trong v i ^ vfin dflng 
danh tfl: "Sdtham biin (Inspection)...". 

Bfin cpnh dd, chung tfii edn thtfy thfim 
mtft stf tfic gia ghi moc thfli gian ngfiy, 
thfing cd khac so vdi hai nhdm tfii lieu tren 
nhu tfic gia Tfin Nfl Quynh Trfin (12), Lfi 
Anh Dung thi eho rfing: "Nghi dinh ngfiy 
16-1-1899 (13) doi hat thfinh tinh 
(province), Tham biin dtfi thfinh Chu tinh 
(chef de Province), nOi Ifim vific cila Chil 
tinh dupc gpi lfi Tda bS^. Lien quan dtfn sU 
ki§n nfiy, thi tfic gia Le Huynh Hoa vfi 
Phan Vfin Hofing cho bitft: "1889, Tofin 
quytfn Paul Doumer da ra quytft dinh m$t 
chUdng trinh xfiy dyng h^ thtfng duong sfit 
xuyfin Dfing Duong" (14). 

Trong hai nhdm tfii litfu trfin, ehung ta 
nhfin thfi'y, cfic tfic gia deu thtfng nhtft vdi 
nhau vtf ngfiy, thfing mfi chfnh quytfn thudc 
dja Phfip fl Dfing DUdng ban hfinh nghi dinh 
dtfi H^t thfinh Tinh fl Nam Ky; ehi cd ditfu lfi 
khfie nhau vtf nfim 1889 hay 1899? Cdn 
nhdm tfic gia fl dufli thi ngfiy thang khfic, 
nhung nflm thi gitfng vdi nhfim tfic gia thfl 
hai. Tuy nhidn, cfi tfic gia Iai cho rSng "1889, 
Tofin quytfn Paul Doumer da ra quytft 
dinh..." (16). Dl giai quye't vtfn dtf nfiy, 
chiing tdi xin nfiu ra mpt stf vtfn dtf cfin trao 
dtfi, dl di dfi'n thtfng nhtft trong vi§c xac dinh 
chfnh xfic mtfc thfli gian eiia sU ki^n nfiy. 
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d dfiy, vitfc ttf chflc hfinh chfnh fl Nam 
Ky va vipc dtfi gpi hpt thfinh tinh mfi nhieu 
tfii Ii|u dtfu thtfng nhfi't Ifi dtfn thdi Tofin 
quyfi'n Ddng DflOng Paul Doumer thi mdi 
thî c hipn. Vfiy sU ki^n nfiy cung dupe xem 
lfi yfi'u ttf rtft quan trpng trong vi^c buflc dfiu 
xac dinh khoang thfli gian cd cupe cai cfich 
hfinh chinh Ifln fl Dfing Dudng, trong dd cd 
cai cfich hfinh chinh fl Nam Ky. Cu thi Ifi 
thfli gian Paul Doumer chfnh thflc nhfin 
chflc Tofin quytfn Ddng Dfldng vfio 13-2-
1897 (16); cho nfin vi^c thyc thi cai cfich 
hfinh chfnh, nhfi't Ifi dd'i hat thfinh tinh 
trUflc dd 10 nfim mfi cfie tfic gia dua ra lfi 
diu khfi cd thi chfi'p nhfin. 

Cdn vi|c cfic nhdm tfic gia ghi nfim 1889 
hay 1899? Theo chung tfii, nflm 1899 Ifi hpp 
ly vfi cd CO sfl hOn; cfin vi$c nhilu tac gia ghi 
nflm 1889 ed thi Ifi do sai sfit ve ky thufit 
(dfinh may) nhUng chua dupe dinh chinh. 
Cd the tfl Bfl Bd xufi't nfiy da dfin dfi'n nhifiu 
cdng trinh nghifin cflu lich sil, nhtft lfi cfic 
cfing trinh nghien cflu lich sil dia phUdng 
da di theo mfi Iai thitfu BU kiem chflng nen 
da dfin dtfn nhflng han chtf? 

Trong hoat dfing quan ly hfinh chinh, 
nhtft la vific tfich nhfip hoSc dfi'i tfin ddn vi 
hfinh ehinh thi lufin gfin litfn vdi cac quytft 
dinh, nghi dinh, sfic lenh eua chinh quytfn, 
Mdt tai Hfiu dang tin cfiy mfi chflng tdi sflu 
tfip dupc dd Ii Tong tfip djnh ky efic vfin ban 
hen quan dtfn sU to ehflc vfi quy chtf Ddng 
DUdng (17), cho bitft: "Ngfiy 20 thfing 12 
nfim 1899 (18), Nghi dinh cua Quan Tofin 
quytfn ve vipc dinh danh cac khu hanh 
chfinh vfi ngufli dflng dfiu cac khu nfiy: 

Ditfu 1: Cac khu hfinh chanh Nam Ky vfi 
cac vung sfl hflu khfic cua Phfip fl Dfing 
Duong hi^n nay dang gpi lfi hat, tinh hay 
cao iiy ke tfl ngfiy 01 thang 01 nfim 1900 
dfiu goi Ifi tinh. 

Ditfu 2: Cac quan chflc hfinh chanh cila 
cac sfl dan sU Dfing Duong, chiu sU quan Iy 
cua lanh dao tinh, dUdc bo nhifim ctfp bfic 

vfi danh hi^u chflc vu theo cac ditfu kipn 
sau: fl Nam Ky gpi Ifi "quan hfinh chfinh 
tinh tai ..."(19). 

Bfin canh dd, chiing tfii xin neu thfim mfit 
tfii U$u dfing dupc lUu tfim vl vfi'n dtf nfiy, dd 
lfi "Vidt Nam - Nhflng thay doi dia danh vfi 
dja gifli hfinh chinh 1945-2002". Day Ifi mfit 
cfing trinh nghidn cflu nghifim tue, cd sU kitfm 
chflng dtfi chitfu vfi difi'u chinh nhflng sai sdt 
ciia cfic tac gia di trudc. Trong tfii li^u, tfic gia 
da trinh bfiy mfit each kha rd rfing va hd 
thtfng vtf sU ki^n nfiy: "Nghi dinh ngdy 20-12-
1899, cua Todn quyin Ddng DUdng quy dinh 
kd tU ngdy 1-1-1900, tdt cd cdc ddn vi hdnh 
chinh cdp tinh d Ddng DuOng, trong dd cd cdc 
khu (arrondissement) d Nam Ky diu thdng 
nhdt ggi la tinh (Province)" (20). 

D I cung ctfp them tu li^u, trong mye Nam 
Ky, phfin cfie ddn vi hfinh chinh thfli thufic 
Phap cho bie't: "Nfim 1899, Toan quyen Dong 
DUdng ra nghi dinh dfi'i tdn gpi "hat" thfinh 
"tinh" (province) vfi ehia Nam Ky thfinh 3 
mitfn. Ding thdi, chflc tham bien doi thfinh 
Chu tinh (chef de province), tda tham bifin 
gpi Ifi Tda btf..." (21). Dtfn luc nfiy, Nam Ky 
doi 20 hat thanh 20 tinh, cu the: Mifi'n Dfing 
cd 4 tinh (Tay Ninh, Thu Dau Mdt, Bifin Hda, 
Ba Ria); Mitfn Trung ed 9 tinh (Gia Dinh, Chd 
Ldn, My Tho, Go Cfing, Tfin An, Vinh Long, 
Btfn Tre, Trfi Vinh va Sa Dde); Mien Tfiy cd 7 
tinh (Chau Ddc, Hfi Tifin, Long Xuyen, Rach 
Gia, Cfin Thd, Sdc Trfing va Bac Lieu). 

De'n day, chiing ta da rd hdn vtf moc thfli 
gian sy kifin nfiy. Tuy nhifin, cd mfit stf vtfn 
dtf khac chiing tfii co thi chUa trinh bfiy dfiy 
du vfi se tie'p tuc trong cfic bfii viet sau. 
Budc dfiu, qua bfii vid't chflng tfii mong 
nhfim rfing duflng dU lufin, de nhflng ai 
quan tam sfi titfp tuc nghien cflu, gfip them 
tu li§u vfi di de'n thong nhtft, de gdp phfin 
cho vi^c nghifin cflu lich sil, nhtft Ifi trong 
vipc viet Uch sil to chflc hfinh chfnh 6 cac 
dia phuong trong thdi gian tdi dUdc thufin 
Idi vfi chfnh xac hdn. 
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