
TRI THCJfC VE BIEN Vfl TU DUY m<fnta BIEN 
QUfI MQT SO JRa(K TflC CUfI LE QUY DON 

NGUYfiN VAN KIM 

Lit mdt nha van hda Idn d6ng th&i Ih 
tr( thiic tieu bi^u cua Viet Nam the' 

ky XVIII, Le Quy Dfin (1726-1783) da d̂  lai 
cho c5c thtf he sau m6t kho t&ng t n thiic d6 
s6. Sinh thM, T r ^ Danh LSm, ban tam giac 
cua dng tCcng vitft: "Le Que' Dutttig ngudi 
huyen Duyen HJi khdng sich gl khdng doc, 
khflng vat gl khdng suy xet de'n ciing, ngky 
thirimg ngSm nghT duoc gl thirimg vltft ngay 
thanh s^ch, sdch chftt diy ban, diy tii, k^ ra 
khfln xitft" (1). Le Quy Dfln timg duoc coi la 
mdt trong nhQng nguM doc nhi^u nhtft, vitft 
nhi^u nha't, c6 v5n tri thiJc uyfin bSc nhat 
trong sfl cdc hoc gia thM quan chi'i Viet Nam. 

Khi vift vi hiin Viet Nam va dac biet la 
d^ khing dinh chii quySn cQa Viet Nam b hai 
qu^n dao Hoang Sa va Trirdng Sa, cic nha 
nghien cdu thu&ng vi6n din, khai thdc triet 
di cdc ttf lieu quJ hitfm, gid tri cij^ flng trong 
tdc ph^m Phd bien tgp luc (2). Nhimg dpc 
rflng ra, khao ciiu sSu hon cdc trir6c tdc cila 
flng, chiing ta thtfy Le QuJ Dfln c6 mflt tu 
duy he't siic rflng ldn va can ban vi dai 
dirong, v^ cdc vtfn di qu6c ti cQng nhiing 
phdt tri^n, thanh tun quan trong cua nhan 
loai v^ khoa hoc, ky thudt. Cfl th^ coi dd la 
nhihig nhan thiic khdch quan, khoa hoc, 
virgt thdi dai so vdi phdn dflng gidi tri thdc 

chiu anh hudng tu tirdng Nho gido Viet Nam 
duong thdi. 

1. Dja tflm, Nhat tflm vfl nhSn thiirc v^ 
th^ gidi 

Le Quy Dfln c6 mflt tu duy v^ vu tru luan 
het siic ddc sic. Tu duy dd hudng de'n viec 
giai quyet nhQng vtfn di ca ban trong tu 
tirdng trie't hoc cung nhir nhan thiic v^ thtf 
gidi. Dd la nhan thiic vtf vd cue va thdi cue, vi 
ly va khi... theo quan di^m duy vdt va duoc 
luan giai mflt cdch ddc ldp, khdch quan (3). 
Le Quy Dfln hoc rflng, tham khao nhi^u 
sdch, chdt loc nhirng tinh hoa tri thiic cua 
nhdn loai ddc biet la ngufln tri tutf Trung 
Hoa, phuang Tdy ma dng cd ditfu kien titfp 
thu d^ vitft va hi sung vao kho tdng tri thiic 
dan tdc. Phuang chdm vitft sdch cija flng la: 
"Tfli tu nghT, ndi cao qud so vd^n vflng, ndi 
thtfp qud sa ndng gdn, nhimg vtf moi viec, moi 
vdt d^u dQ ddu mfli ca, di md gidp duoc phdn 
nao trong viec khao sdt tam tdi (thien, dia, 
nhdn) vd dng thil trdm viec. Cdn nhu ndi cho 
duoc that rdng Idn, thdt tinh vi, d̂  cho cdch 
vdt, trf tri, thi da cd sdch ciia cdc bdc danh 
Nho b viing Liem, Lac, Quan, Man (4). Tfli la 
ngudi hoc kem ngu Idu, dau ddm chtft giudng 
chdng nha d trong ddm dd. Ddm mong cdc bdc 
dai phirong dfnh chfnh cho" (5). 
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Trong tu duy v6 vu tru luan ciia dng, 
nhGng tri thiic v^ dja du thtf gidi chi ytfu rdt 
ra tii sdch Khdn du dd thuyit ciia Nam Hodi 
Nhdn tdc Ferdinandus Verbiest (1623-
1688) (6), gido sT Ki-td nudc BI (Ti-loi-thl, 
Belgique) de'n Trung Qudc khodng ndm 
Thuan Tri (1644-1642) thdi nhd Thanh 
(1644-1911). Ciing di vdi fing cdn cd Schall 
von Bel (Thang Nhuoc Vong) ngudi Diic. Ltf 
Quy Dfin tiing cho rdng: "Ta thudng xem 
sdch Khdn dudS thuyit... thtfy bdn v^ dia Ij, 
dia cdu, niii non, sflng bi^n, thuy tridu, gid 
mua, phdn nhidu phdi IS" (7). Trong phdn 
Khu vu cua tdc phdm Vdn ddi logi nga, tdc 
gid da ddnh nhidu tdm huytft khao ciiu cdc 
sdch ci kim, Dflng, Tdy dd Iudn gidi mdi 
quan he he't siic cdn bdn giiia thien vdn vdi 
dia \^ vd giuB dia Iy vdi chfnh tri. Theo dd, tii 
ddi Hdn trd di, ddi ndo cung cd trudc thudt 
viet theo khufln khd cila Dia ly chi. Do vay, 
moi viec ddu duoc "trinh bdy ddy dt!i, rd rang. 
Cdc bdc dtf vuong, xem dtfn cdc sdch tfy, cd thd 
phtfn khdi dupc chi hudng di tudn thii 
phuong xa; cdc vi cdng khanh xem dtfn sdch 
dy, cd thd dii kitfn thiic giup viec chfnh tri, 
xdy dung thdnh cflng; cdc sT phu xem sdch tfy 
cd thd trd ndn ngudi bdc vdt, nghe bitft rdng 
rai vd cung cd thd gdp du tdi lieu cho nhSng 
cuflc ban tu md ngdy sau vd nhimg trdn 
thuytft hoach dia se cd. Nhu thtf, cd phdi 
nhiing ke kitfn thdc hep, chi bidn biet dupc 
mdt vdt, tri xao mon chi ldm dupc mdt viec, 
nd cd thd sdnh dupc ciing ddu" (8). Nhu vay, 
vi trf dia 1$, su bitfn ddi eita didu kidn tu 
nhien cd J nghTa he't siJc quan trong dtfn viec 
dinh dd, hung vong cia cdc tridu dai (9). 

Vd mtfi quan he gii?a trdi vd ddt, chju anh 
hudng eau sde ciia cdc chu thuytft Nho gido, 
Dao gido... Ld QuJ Ddn cho rdng: "Phdn tdeh 
ra md ndi thi trdi thudc ducmg, dtft thudc 
dm; duang chu ddng, am chii tTnh. Cdng dung 
ciia trdi thudng ddng, nhung bdn thd cua trdi 

vSn tTnh. Bdn thd ciia dtft vdn tTnh nhung 
cfing dung cua dtft vSn d<Jng. Trdi ma khdng 
tTnh thi bdn c6i sao dupc ydn lang vflng bdn, 
bdy chfnh tua vao ddu dirpc? Dtft md khfing 
d^ng thi chl la m^t khdi triing true md sinh J 
hdu nhu mtft htft. Trdi thi hinh dflng md khf 
tTnh, dtft thi hinh tTnh md khf ddng" (10). 
Khio ciiu sdch Khdn du dd thuyit cua 
Ferdnandus Verbiest so vdi sdch Thdng 
Ludn vd Tiit Huyen thdi Minh (1368-1644) 
tdc gid nhan thtfy trong quan nidm vd vu tru 
cdc hpe gid phuang Dflng, phuang Tdy cd 
nhidu ndt tuang ddng. Theo dd, giiia trdi vd 
ddt cdn cd gid vd khi (11). Quan sdt su 
chuydn vdn ciia trdi dtft, tfch luy tri thdc vd 
kinh nghidm, con ngudi c6 thd dua ra nhiing 
quytft dinh vd iing xir hdi hod vdi tu nhidn. 
Nhu vdy, ngay cd "d ngodi bidn cd menh 
mflng khfing bitft ddu Id ddu, md cdc ldi 
thuydn, chan sao cung bitft la ngay, gid nao 
khflng cd bao thi cho thuydn di, ngay gid ndo 
c6 bao thi trdnh khdng di. Nhu thtf, ching 
qua cung Id c6 nhidu kinh nghitfm dd thfli" 
(12). 

Ddn sdch Khdn du dS thuyit, tdc gia cho 
rdng; "Dtft vdi bidn vdn Id hinh trdn, hpp lai 
lam mflt qud cdu trong thidn cdu; thuc nhu 
qud triing ga, ldng dd d trong ldng trlng; trdi 
da bao hoc dtft thi trdi vdi dtft ciing nhau 
hudng ling. Sdch tfy lai ndi: "Ngudi ddi bdo 
trdi trdn bao bpc ISy dtft vudng, dd Id Itfy 
nghTa dflng tTnh, IJ vudng trdn md ndi chii 
khdng phai ndi hinh. Hp cdn dem dd stf 
Dflng, Tdy, Nam, Bdc dd chiing minh cdi 
nghTa dtft trdn Id rtft rdnh mach. Cdc nhd 
khdo vd hinh tupng ddu bao thuytft dd khflng 
ra ngodi thuytft Hdn thidn cia ngudi Trung 
Qudc xua" (13). Ktf th&a sdch San hdi todn 
dd, tdc gid vitft: "Dtft vdi bidn vdn hinh trdn 
md hpp ldm mdt 6 trong thitfn cdu. Trdi da 
bpc dtft thi trdi dtft dng nhau cho ntfn trdi cfl 
Nam Bic hai cue, dtft cCng cd Nam Bic hai 
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cue nhu vdy; trdi chia ldm 360 dd thi dtft 
ciing chia ldm 360 dd. Trong thidn cdu cd 
dudng xfch dao; tir xfch dao xufl'ng phfa Nam 
33 dfl "la Nam Hodng dao; tii xfch dao ldn 
phfa Bic 33 dfi" la Bdc Hodng dao" (14). 

Didm Iai vdi cuflc tranh biftn giiia Dan Cu 
Ly va Tang Tir vd thuytft "trdi trdn dtft 
vuflng", Ld QuJ Dfin da trd vd vdi tu tudng 
cua Khdng Tir: 'Ta nhan thtfy Khdng Tii tuy 
khflng ndi ro hinh dtft trdn nhimg xem mdt 
ctfu ndi: "Tii gidc chi bd't ydm" (bdn gfic 
khflng che kin) thi da bitft dupc dai J". TCr dfl, 
fing di dtfn ktft ludn: "Vdy, Idi bdn vd dtft trdn 
cua ngudi Tdy Duong thdt khfing phdi Id mdi 
ia" (15). Tir dfl, dng ddn lai quan nitfm cua 
nhidu hoc gia Trung Qudc trudc ddy vd 
thuytft "Dia tdm". Theo dd, sdch Tdn thiin 
vdn chi vitft: "Dtft d gifla trdi md Duong 
Thdnh Id giiia dtft". Sdch Hd dd qudt dia 
tuang ndi: "Niii Cfln-ldn Id cdt trdi, khf nui 
tfy thdng len tan trdi. Cfln-Ifin la chfnh gifla 
dtft". Chu Tfl ndi: "Trung tdm didm ciia trdi 
bay gid ngdy xua khde nhau. Ddi Hdn thi 
Duong Thdnh la gifla dtft; ddi Tdng thi Nhac 
Ddi Id gifla dtft; da thtfy sai nhau nhidu" 
(16)... Nhung bdn canh dd, tdc gia Vdn ddi 
logi ngS ciJng cung ctfp thdm mdt thflng tin 
rtft thu vi khi fing vitft ring, nhd su An Dd 
Ma-dang (Kdcyapa Mdtangha) thua vdi vua 
Minh dtf nha Hdn (206 TCN - 220 SCN) 
ring: "Nudc Cd-ti-la-vd (Kapilavastu) Id 
trung tdm "tam thidn dai thidn thtf gidi bdch 
dc nhat nguytft" va cdc vi tam th^ d^u sinh b 
da'y ca. 

Quan diem do ciia ngudi An hSn da cd 
anh hudng sau s4c den mdt so hoc gia 
Trung Quoc. Hoc gia Trach Dung titng cho 
r ing: "Phftt sinh ci Thien Tnic, vi Thi§n 
Triic la chinh gifla tr6i da't vh Ik ndi trung 
hok". 6 n g lai ndi: "Trong truy$n c6 ndi 
r4ng: "Cac vi sao BSc th^n, b trcfi 1^ gifla, 
ma 3 ngucli la phfa Bic" (17). DSn Icfi nhk 

su Phap Lam th6i Dudng (618-907) trong 
sach TVi do lugn cho rling: "ChU Phfit d6u 
ra dcfi b trung chau, chii khong b ngo&i bi§n 
&'p". Trudc 8\f. xu&'t hi^n quan niSm ciia 
ngudi An vdi thuyet "An Do Ik trung tam", 
L§ QuJ Don d5 b&y to su holii nghi (phan 
bac?) lai mpt each nhin co hflu cua phfin 
dong trf thflc thcfi bfi'y gici luon coi Trung 
Hoa Ik trung tam ciia vu tru! Theo dng 
"Xem dd thi dfi't Han chua ban da la gifla 
trcfi" (18). Tfl dd, tac gia di den mpt nhfin 
xit xac thuc la: Suy cho d^n ciing thi 
nhflng ngudi hoa dd deu Ifi'y nudc Idn hay 
quo'c gia minh "ldm chii", tflc la trung tam 
ciia trai dfi't (19)! 

Ve anh hudng ciia phUdng Tay vdi 
Trung Quo'c, LS Quy Don nhfin xdt: "cac 
nUdc Dai Tay Dudng, tfl ddi Tdng, Nguyen 
trd v^ trfldc chUa giao thdng vdi Trung 
Quoc. Trong khoang ndm Vinh Lac nhfi 
Minh (1403-1424) (ddi vua Thanh To), mdi 
cd nU6c vUOt bien vao cd^ng. Nfim Van Lich 
thfl 30 (1692) (Minh Thin Tdng), c6 ngUdi d 
mot nfldc nao dfi'y, tSn la Ly-ma-dfiu 
(Matteo Ricci) cflng vdi bpn ho la Nam Hoai 
Nhan (Ferdnandus Verbiest), Ngai Nho 
LUdc (Giuleo Alenni) Hflng Tam Bat va 
Cao Nhfi't Chf. Bpn hp nfim sau ngfldi vfio 
da't Man, qua len Kim LSng (tflc Nam 
Kinh), tu xung la ngudi Au-ba-la; dfldng xa 
mudi van ddm, vfldt bien chin nSm mdi d§'n 
da'y. Ho dem cho xem kinh thien ly, chuong 
tfl minh (tflc ddng ho bao thflc), Hdn thien 
nghi (tflc qua thi§n ciu, cd ghi dp so cac sao 
de xem thi§n vfin), Iflqfng thien xich (thfldc 
do tren khong), cau cd phap (phdp tinh do 
tam giac lUi?ng), phdp do Ifldng thdi gian, 
phdp xem bdng mat trcfi, xem sao. Hp ban 
lufin ve ly khf, lich so rfi't la tinh tfldng. 

Quan to cac tinh tdn trong ho la Tdy nho 
(hoc gia phfldng Tay), gpi hp la Tdy Tho 
thdnh nhdn (bfic thanh dfi't Tay phfldng)" 
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(20). Ci;i the' hdn, hgc gia hp L§ cho rAng; 
"Sach cua ngfldi Tfiy Dfldng ra ddi sau h£ft; 
thuyet cua ho l^i Iy k^. NhQng ngfldi Tfly 
Dfldng fi'y di dfldng bi^n mUdi v^n d$m mdi 
d^n Trung Quoc, hp Ijch duy^t dS nhidu, do 
Ifldng lai tinh cho nfin ngfldi Trung Qudc 
ddu ddc long tin, khdng ai dam chfi ca. Nay 
chdp cac thuyS^t ciia hp, nfli vc" chia dp kinh 
tuyfi'n cac nfldc, d^i Ifl0c nhfl sau; Tfi't ca cac 
nfldc Idn hay nhd ho$c d v6 Nam, Bfic, ho$c 
vfi~ Dong, Tfiy d^u c6 dd ph^n, vi dfi't cflng 
bidn da thfinh hinh nhU qua ciu; tit Nam 
de'n Bfic qua da't nhfl cai tri^c cd hai diu ddi 
vdi trdi. Nam cflc vfi Bfic cflc ciia trdi goi la 
hai cue qua da't; nha't djnh thC Hai cUc a'y 
diu each xfch dao, mfi phfa tren phfa dfldi 
xfch dao la so" ciia vT tuyS^n thi rd rfing Ifim" 
(21). 

Ong boc bach: "Ta thfldng dflpc xem sach 
Khdn dii dd thuyet ciia hp, thfi'y bfin ve dia 
ly, dia ciu, nui non, sdng biln, thuy triiu 
lfin xuong, gio mfla, phfin nhieu phai le. 
Nhu hp ndi: "Thifin ha cd bon dai chfiu. 
Trung Quoc ciing vdi cac nUdc Hd, Viet, Sa-
mac, Hai dao, thupc chau K-ti-K. Cac nudc 
Dai Tay Dfldng vfi cac nfldc hai ngoai thupc 
chau Au-ba-la. Lai cdn cac nfldc hai ngoai 
khac thuoc chau A-li-mat-A (chfiu Phi). 
Lai cd cac nudc hai ngoai khac thupc chfiu 
A-mfic-H-gia (chfiu My). Nhu th^ khfing 
biet cd that ddng khong" (22). Tfl dd, trong 
V&n ddi logi ngi, dng da cd nhQng mo ta cî  
thd ve vi trf dia IJ, dja gidi ciia cac chfiu: A-
ie'-A (Asia), Au-ba-la (Europa), A-mat-li-A 
(Africa) vfi A-mgc-li-gia (America) (23). 
Thdi bfi'y gid, nhfin thflc dd cua Lfi QuJ Ddn 
han cdn rfi't xa la, mdi m^ trong suy nghi, 
tri thflc ciia nhifi'u ngfldi Vifit. 

2. Bien vdi luc d ia , v | t r i va nhuTng 
d ien b ien tfl nhifin 

Theo quan ni^m cua Lfi QuJ Ddn, m6i 
lien hfi gifla bien vdi lue dia, gifla cac trung 

tflm kinh ttf trong nfldc vdi cac qu6c gia khu 
vflc la hdt sfle mat thitft. Trong Vdn ddi 
logi ngi vfi mdt stf trfldc tac khac, dng ludn 
thd hidn mdt tinh cam sau sic vdi dfln tdc, 
vdi vi trf dja IJ vfl hdn thifing sdng nfli. 
Trong mdt tfim nhin rpng ldn, d$t D^i Vi^t 
trong mfii Iifin h§, so sanh vdi cac qucfc gia 
khu vflc, hoc gii ho Lfi Iudn khAng djnh 
phfldng Nam cd nhidu vfldng khf, b dd cd 
nhidu ngudn tai nguyfin quJ vfi tflng sinh 
ra nhidu hidn tai. 

Thara khao sfich Qudng Ddng tdn ngi 
cua Khufi't D^i Qufln, hoc gia hp Lfi vitft: 
'Ta xem mgch niii Giao Chi phat tfl QuJ 
Chfiu, mfi QuJ Chfiu la midn cudi cac sdng, 
nfli d dd ddu tfl Ba Thyc chay tdi; dai khai 
long mach chay qua nhU mudn vfin dift 
sdng, bitfn doi khdng ngflng, th ing dtfn 
Giao Chfiu mdi ktft thfinh dtft nfldc. Vfin 
Nam la cfla sau (nfin ddi lfi cfla hflu), 
Quang Tfiy Ifi cfla trfldc (nfin ddi lfi cfla 
sau), rafi cdi ddng lfi Quang Chfiu vfi Khflm 
Chfiu. Sfich a'y lai ndi: "Da't Giao Chi cd 17 
quan, 49 chflu, 157 huyfin. Moi nflm npp 
thdc cho quan tfl ndng hdn 13.600.000 hpe. 
Tfnh ra tfi't ca thutf cua cac chfiu Mfin, 
Quang, Difi'n, Kitfm cung khfing bAng" (24). 
Vd vi thtf cua da't nudc. Le QuJ Ddn cho 
ring: "Xem thtf dii bitft nfldc ta rdng ldn mfi 
gifiu Ifim. Qudc dd thi cd Hai Dfldng, Yfin 
Quang d phfa ddng nam; Nghd An d phfa 
tfly nam; bfin ta dai hai trtfn Yen Quang la 
Khfim Chfiu; d ben ta Khfim Chflu c6 mdt 
khu da't ndi d gifla bidn gpi lfi Qujnh Nhai; 
d tra'n Nghd An. vd phfa ben hflu Hoanh 
Sdn lfi Thufin Hoa; bfin hflu Thufln Hoa lfi 
Quang Nam, lfi Chiem Thfinh" (25). 

Vd vi trf dia IJ cua hai xfl Thu^n Hoa, 
Quang Nam, Qutf Dudng cho bitft: "Xfl 
Thu^n Hoa, dfldng thuy dudng bd lifin titfp 
vdi xfl Qu&ng Nam, phfa hQu vdi xfl Quang 
Nam lgi thdng vdi cac nfldc phien, vd dudng 
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bidn thi each tinh Phflc Kitfn, tinh Quang 
Dfing khdng dtfn 3, 4 ngfiy, cho nen thuydn 
bufin tfl trudc dtfn ty hdi b dtfy... Khi ho 
Nguyin cfit cfl thu dU(?c thutf thuydn rfi't 
nhifiV (26). 

DSn lgi Minh si: "Tit QuJnh Nhai di 
thuydn, thu^n budm xudi gid, mdt ngfiy 
mfit dfim dtfn Chifim Thfinh" (27). Theo 
thuytft phong thuy, tac gia da hUdng dtfn 
mfit cai nhin rfing ldn vd vi thtf nudc ta, tfl 
kinh dd Thflng Long. Theo fing, thi 'Thu$n 
Hofi, Quang Nam, Chifim Thfinh ddu lfi qua 
cung dudng iam tay hd viln an, cdn Nam 
Hai lai lfi mdt dai minh dfldng ngofii cfla 
quoc dd, m ^ h lac, hflng vi§n, hinh t h i bao 
thu, thflc lfi ncri vUdng kinh, thien phu" 
(28). Hoc gia hp Lfi cung khing dinh them: 
"Du dd nfldc ta: Dfing Nam ra tan biln, 
chfnh Dong giap Kham Chfiu, Lifim Chfiu; 
chfnh Bfic lifi'n vdi Quang Tfiy, chfnh Tfiy 
Uen vdi Vfln Nam; Tfiy Bfic giap vdi Vfin 
Nam, Quang Dong, Quang Tfiy; Tay Nam 
mpt bfin giap Ai Lao; chfnh Nam cAt Ifi'y 
mfit nfla nUdc Chiem Thfinh, nam vfing nui 
non, rfing bupc song bien, thflc Ifi mpt nUdc 
cd du tfl tai" (29). Theo dfl, 'Thu dd ddng d 
Long Bifin, b gifla khoang hai phii Thudng 
Tin va Qufic Oai, Tay Bic tfla nhidu dflng 
nfli, Ddng Nam ngan dai ha, tren ben dfldi 
thuydn la n d dfi hdi" (30). Xung quanh 
kinh do Thfing Long vfi che chd cho khu 
vflc kinh dd lfi cac xfl gifiu thinh. 

Khao cflu cac bp dia chf, tfl lifiu phfldng 
Dfing, phfldng Tfly, Lfi QuJ Ddn da cd nhilu 
trang vifi't gia tri v l vi trf bidn cua D^i Vi$t. 
Dfin lai bai bieu dfing vua cua Dfio Hofing 
thdi Tfin (221-206 TCN) fing cho rAng: 
"Qufln Nh|it Nam cfich Giao Chfiu, di 
dfldng biln xa hdn nghin d$m; ngofii each 
nfldc Lflm fl'p (tflc Thufin Hoa ngfiy nay) 
chflng 700 dfim" (31). 

Hoi chuydn mdt khflch thUdng Quang 
Dfing hp Trfin thudng dtfn budn bfin d Dang 
Trong, fing cung cd thfim nhilu thfing tin vl 
cac tuytfn budn ban va hogt ddng giao 
thUdng gifla mifi'n Nam Trung Qutfc vdi xfl 
Thufin - Quang vfi nhidu vflng dfi't phUdng 
Nam. Theo dd, ntfu g^p gid thufin thi chi ha 
ngfiy ba dfim la cd t h i di thuydn tfl Quang 
Chfiu dtfn cac cang Thanh Ha, cfla Eo, Hfii 
An vflng Thufin Hofi. Thfldng nhfin ngoai 
qudc nfiy cung cho bitft: "Dfldng biln nhfl 
cai vfinh chao, chfiu QuJnh Nhai 5 Hai 
Nam d chfnh gifla chao, ra phfa ta lfi Yfin 
Quang, sau phfa ta lfi Hai DUdng, sau nfla 
lfi Sdn Nam; phfa hflu lfi Thuan Hoa, sau 
phfa hflu la Ngh0 An, sau nfla lfi Thanh 
Hoa; Quang Chflu vfl Quang Nam d hai ben 
cai chao, cho nen each nhau theo dfldng 
kfnh thi cung gfin. Cdn nhfl cac xfl nhu Gia 
Dinh, Ba XAc, Ha Tien thi phfin biln l^i 
chuyin sang phfa hflu Quang Nam, Xifim 
La th! d phfa hflu Ha Tifin, ciing ddu d 
rifing mdt mflt. Lai xdt tfl ban dd dfldng 
bidn cua Tfly Dflcing lfi Tfl Tflm Ba thi cung 
thtf' (32). 

Vd dSc tfnh tfl nhifin cua nfldc biln, dfla 
vfio skch Qudng Ddng tfyi ngi cua Khufi't 
Dai Qufin, Qutf Dfldng cung cho biet: "Nfldc 
bien mfla Thu, mfla Dfing thi man nhidu, 
mfla Xufin, mfla Ha th! nhat hdn; cfing m$n 
thi cfing trong, trdng suot dtfn dfiy. Vi vfly, 
cd cau ngan ngfl: "nfldc mfin trong, nfldc lat 
due" (33). Theo dd: "NgUdi Quang Dfing di 
bien thfing nfim, thfing sau gid Nam thoi 
mgnh. Khi thuyfi'n ra khdi khdi, ngim theo 
bd biln, thfl'y nUdc cho gfin th! thtfp, cho xa 
thi cao, nhu nghin trflng may nUdc, lidn vdi 
da trdi, trfing thfiy cho nfio cd khf vfing lfi 
dfi'y cd dfi't nUdc, ngfldi d dfing due. Cho nfio 
cd khf t r ing lfi cd ngpn niii cao; cho nfio cd 
khf den lfi ndi cd nudc bien. Thtf gpi lfi vpng 
dfldng (trong bien)" (34). 
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Hoc gia hp Lfi cflng c6 nhflng tri thflc vfi 
khao cflu sfiu sfle vd chtf dd thuy Lrieu. Dfla 
theo sach Hdi tridu dS t{i ciia Dfl Tfldng, 
ong cho ring: 'Thuy tn6u lfin xuong deu 
theo mat trfing. M$t trflng Ifim vfio phfldng 
Mao Dfiu thi thuy tridu ddnh Ifin vl hai 
hudng Ddng, Tfly. Mflt trflng Ifim vflo 
phUdng TJ, Ngp thi thuy tridu dflng lfin vd 
phfldng Nam, Bfic. M$t trdi ngfly di mdt dd, 
mat trflng dfim di 13 dd c6 16; cho nfin kJ 
ban mat trflng lfin vd phfa Tfiy thudng 
chflm hdn mflt trdi ba khflc cfl Ie. Tfn kJ ciia 
nudc thuy tridu Ifin ddu nhU thtf... Trong 
mfit thang thi nUdc thuy trifiu len to sau 
ngfiy sde vfi ngfiy vpng. Trong mpt nfim thi 
nudc thuy trifi'u len to vfio chfnh gifla mfla 
Xuan va mfla Thu. Mfla Xuan, mfla Ha ban 
ngfiy nudc thuy tridu len to; mfla Thu, mfla 
Ddng ban dem nudc thuy trie'u to; vi trong 
mpt nfim cd mfla Xuan, mfla Thu cung nhfl 
trong mpt thang cd ngay sde ngfiy vpng; dd 
la thfldng so cua trdi dfi't. Ay Ifl nudc thuy 
trieu lfin xuong t u j theo sfl di mau hay di 
chflm cua mflt trflng, chfl khfing phai do dfi't 
chim hay nd'i" (35). 

NhQng tri thflc do khdng chi Ifi sfl duo 
ktft nhflng kinh nghidm cua biet bao thtf ^^ 
trong viec flng doi vdi thtf gidi tU nhien mfi 
cdn la nhflng thfing tin quJ cho nhflng 
ngudi sdng ven bien, trfin cflc vflng bie'n dao 
vfi chuyen nghe khai thac biln. 

3. Tiem n a n g k i n h ttf va nhufng 
ngudn Idi tii b ien 

So vdi cac hoc gia dUdng thdi, Lfi QuJ 
Ddn lfi ngUdi cd nhfln thflc va tri thflc toan 
dien, htft sfle sflu sfle vl nhQng tidm nflng 
kinh ttf bi ln cung nhU moi lifin hd mfit thitft 
gifla cac trung tflm giao thUdng vdi cflc 
vflng nui cao cung cfl'p nhilu san vflt, tfli 
nguyen quJ. Theo quan diem cua fing, biln 
luon dem lai nhflng ngudn l(?i to ldn, vfla cd 
J nghia bd sung cho cac nguon ldi cd t h i 

khai thflc tfl chflu thS, rflng nfli vfla khfing 
t h i thitfu ddi vdi sfl phat t r i ln cua mpt qudc 
gia. Theo hoc gia hp Lfi thi: "Dfln d bd biln, 
dfiy du ggo, ca, mudi biln ngon ngpt, Iai c6 
1(̂ 1 trdng cdi, lac; trai ad ngon tfldi. tfy chua 
k l dtfn thutf hd, ao, sfing, dfim. Phfa Dfing 
phii Kinh Mfin vfl 1$ Yfin Quang, lgi cd 
nhidu cfl, mudi, g3 Igt, chflu ngpc, ddi mdi; 
thuyln bd ty ca d dfl'y, hflng hoa ngoai 
dUdng bufin ban giao thdng tidn 1(̂ 1, du thay 
cho tfi thutf (thutf rudng). Phfa Bflc Ifi phu 
Lang Giang vfl xfl Lang Sdn, nhidu Id nung 
dfi't, rudng dfi't cung Ifiy ttft. Phfa Tfly Nam 
la hai trfi'n Thanh Hofl vfl Ngh$ An, san 
xufl't gd lim, gd stfn, gd tau, qutf, trfim, dfln 
hUdng, tflc hudng, cau, da tfi, ngfl voi, vfing, 
bac, ddng, sflt. Phfa Tfly trfl'n Nghd An 
thdng sang cfic nUdc Bdn Man, Lfio Qua, 
Cao Mien. Dfln cac nUdc fl'y dem trflu, bd 
sang ban cho ta" (36). 

Dfin sflch Qudng Ddng tdn ngi ciia 
Khufi't Dgi Qufin, Lfi QuJ Dfin cho rflng: 
"Ngudi d miln biln Ifim gifiu ve rupng cfit; 
hp mua rudng cfit, lai tranh nhau Ifi'y rudng 
sa qufin, vl sa qufin d l sinh phfl la, cfl 
ngudi cd 100 mfiu mfl nd sinh ra du^c ldi 
mfl'y trfim mSu". d nUdc Nam, cai Ipi sa 
chflu (dfl't bai) cdn to gfl'p mfl'y Ipi sa qufin. 
Vl man trfin, ke tfl Sdn Tay xutfng dtfn 
Dong Hai, Nam giap Thanh Hofl, rudng cat 
d cfla be ndi Ien, khong kdm mfl'y chyc vgn 
mfiu, trdng dflu, trong mfa, cfl'y Ifla rtft 
nhidu, rudng d hai tfin (bfli bdi) lai cdn 
trdng cdi (quan thao) cung thu dUi?c nhilu 
l<?i" (37). 

Khao cflu chtf dd thutf cua chfnh quyln 
Dfing Trong, Lfi Qutf Dudng vitft: "L§ thutf 
thuyln, nghi pha xanh nop t i ln 2 quan 5 
tiln; nghd cfiu trung nop t i ln 2 quan 6 tiln; 
nghd trfldng dfi nhd ndp t i ln 1 quan; nghd 
ludi gifim ndp tidn 2 quan 5 tiln; nghi cflu 
nhd ndp tifi'n 3 tifi'n 30 ddng, thug 20 ddng; 



Tri ihvcc v& biin va hr duy hudng bi^n.. 

nghi ludi vd npp t i ln 3 tien; nghi ngudng 
thifin npp tifi'n 6 tifi'n, thufi 40 ddng; nghi 
chfl nop tifi'n 3 tifi'n 30 ddng, thufi 20 ddng; 
nghe thuyfi'n nhd npp tifi'n 6 tifi'n; nghd dan 
tre nop tifi'n 6 tifi'n, thue 40 ddng; nghi cflu 
trflng nop t i ln 6 tidn; ngbl l5 vdng npp ti ln 
2 quan, 2 ti ln, thug 2 tifi'n; nghi Ifim vong 
nop tifi'n 1 quan, 1 ti ln, thufi 1 tifi'n; nghd 
dfing vdng nop tifi'n 1 quan 2 tifi'n; nghi 
dfing tai nfip t i ln 3 t i ln 30 ddng; nghi ludi 
rdn nfip tifi'n 3 tifi'n 30 ddng; nghe lUdi gifim 
nop tie'n 6 tien" (38). Ngofii ra, chfnh quyln 
chua Nguyin cdn thu thutf mudi, thutf rau 
cau... 

Theo tfic gia thi hai xfl Thufin Hoa, 
Quang Nam thu dfldc rfl't nhieu ngudn ldi 
tfl thutf danh vflo cflc ngudn thu tfl bien: 
"Cfl theo cac cai bg hdp ke khai cac ngach 
thue ve dfiu ngudn, dfim, niii, tufin, chd, dd, 
dflng, day v l nflm Giflp ngp cd den tie'n lfi 
76.467 quan 2 tien, 40 ddng, vang la 14 hot 
8 lang 3 ddng 1 phfin, bgc lfi 145 hd't 2 ddng 
can 1 phfin, ngfi voi 10 chiec, sflng te 9 tofi, 
ngua due 1 con, cflng la sfip vfing, dfiu 
nudc, dfiu vflng, sdng mfly, dfin, cam lam, 
ddn ma dfldng, chitfu may, mfit ong, hai 
sam, nudc mfim, hoa vflt Ifit vat cac thfl k l 
cd hang tram hang nghin, cflng la nhieu 
lam... Lfi'y thutf ma ciia hai xfl (Thufin Hofi, 
Quang Nam - TG) mfi cfi'p lUdng bdng cho 
quan, cfi'p Ifldng cho qufln hai xfl, thi se ddi 
dfio cd thfla. Nfldc Te bd nhd, chi chfim nui 
biln, c^n thfin spt mutfi, mfl cdn du gifiu 
dUdc, hutfng hd nguon ldi lai gfl'p mfldi nudc 
tfy" (39). 

Cflng vdi cfic loai thutf trong nUdc, chfnh 
quyln Dfing Trong cdn thu dfli?c nhilu 
khoan thutf Idn tfl cfic dofin tfiu bufin quoc 
ttf dtfn tfl Thfldng Hai, Quang Ddng, Phflc 
Kitfn, Hai Nam (Trung Qutfc). Tfly Dfldng, 
Macao, Nhflt Ban, Xiem La, Lfl Ttfng, Cflu 
Cang, Hfl Tien, Sdn Dd (40)... Sfl gifiu thinh 

dfl da dem lai ngudn thu ldn cho quoc kho. 
Trong nhflng nflm cfim quyln, chfnh quyln 
Dfing Trong da cho xfly d Thufln Hofi 7 kho, 
Quang Nam 12 kho d l chfla thdc ggo, t i ln 
vfl cfic vflt phfim quJ hitfm (41). 

Ve nhflng vflt phfim tfl biln, eflng vdi 
nhflng san vfit cd th i khai thflc trong nudc 
cung nhu mot stf qutfc gia Iflng gilng khu 
VUc, tac gia hp Lfi cdn cho bitft dtfn thtf ky 
XVIII, nhifi'u san vflt cua phUdng Tfly da 
d\i(}c dua dfi'n phUdng Dong vfi dfl dUdc 
chfnh quyfi'n, gidi quan lai cung nhU mot so 
tfing ldp xa hpi ben tren Ua chudng. Hiln 
nhifin, trong thdi dgi hUng thinh cua hfi 
tho'ng hai thUdng thtf gidi, nhflng san vflt 
quJ hifi'm dd deu do cflc nUdc phUdng Tay -
Nhflng cfldng quoc dai dUdng mang dtfn. 
Vitft v l kim cfldng cua Hfi Lan, tfic gia cho 
bifi't: "Nudc Hoa Lang (Hfi Lan) cd mdt ngpn 
nui dai fldc 50 dflm, san xufi't da kim cUdng 
that rfln, khdng cd thfl gi dfip vd dfldc nd. 
Lgi d cho khac, san xufi't thfl sflt rfi't bdn 
sic, ngfldi trong nudc luyen Ifim mot thfl 
dao, bfla, tuJ thd da, mfi deo bo ra, may d 
trong da mpt hdn kim cudng, tuy Ufiu mai 
rua thanh mflt nhfln, de kham vflo nhfin 
deo tay, nhUng dfi'u nhd ca. Chi cfl qudc 
vfldng Hoa Lang cd mot hdn ngpc bflu, 
truyfin da mtfy ddi, to bflng qua tao. Mdi 
khi thitft trieu, dem hon ngpc fl'y treo b cfla 
ngofii hifin, ngpc sang Ifi'p lfinh" (42). Tflc 
gia cung nhfin xdt: "Nfldc fl'y lai cd mdt dai 
trudng sdn (chflc b in lfi chi dai de biln 
chin sdng ndi titfng cua Xfl dfi't thfi'p? -
NVK) quanh co nhu rAn bd, ngUdi nUdc fl'y 
deo dfl, lfi'y cai thfl dfi ldng Iflnh, hinh nhpn 
mfl dfli, sfle phdn phdt hdng, hp gpi lfi ngpc 
mAt rfln. Hp dem thfl ngpc fi'y sang xfl khfic 
bfin, de dflnh Ifla ngfldi ta, thflc ra khfing 
phai trong mflt rfin cd ngpc" (43). Trong 
Vdn ddi logi ngi, hoc gia hp Lfi cung cho 
bitft thfing tin trfin do mot ngfldi d xa Lifiu 
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Xuyfin, phu Dfldng Hflo (Hai Dfldng) di 
theo khach bufin Trung Hoa sang Hfi Lan, 
vd thuflt lgi. d dd cflng cd thfl sflt luydn 
thfinh gUdm, vfi'n gpi lfl gUdm Cfin-ngfi, c6 
th i chdm vao da nhfl chdm vao bfln. D5n 
sach, Llnh Nam tgp ky, fing cflng vitft v l 
mpt thfl da quJ cd t h i hflt npc ddc, Ifl'y vl tfl 
cac dao Tfiy Dfldng. 

Dfin lai thfing tin cua Du Tfl Lyc, tflc gia 
da vitft vd mdt phfldng ti^n kJ thuflt hidn 
dgi cua phUdng Tfiy thdi bfi'y gid lfi tfng 
nhdm: "NhQng nhfl hoc dd stf, d cac nUdc 
Tfly Dudng chtf ra kfnh trdng xa (vpng vidn 
kfnh), tfng lflm bAng da, dfli hdn mdt thudc, 
ca ldn Ifln nhd, dd btfn nflm cfli ldng vflo 
nhau. D I d^u cfli tfng kfnh nhd ve phfa vflt 
mfi nhdm, thi vflt to hofl nhd; d l dfiu cai 
ong kfnh ldn mfl nhdm, thi vflt nhd hofl to. 
Trdng xa mdt trflm dflm, mfl khfing cd mfiy 
khdi che Ifi'p, cd the trdng rd ngfldi, thtfy rd 
ca rflu, mfiy, vui cfldi. Cfli tfng nhdm nfiy 
dfldc dem vflo Trung Qutfc vfio khoang nifin 
hifiu Van Lich (1573-1619)" (44). Mfi ta ci,i 
the hdn, theo ldi cua Du Chitfu, fing cho 
bitft: "tfng kinh khuy thifin (nhdm trdi) chi 
Ifim bang pha lfi, khoanh gifi'y Ifim cfii dng, 
dflt kfnh d hai dfiu, cai kfnh fi'y, mflt ngofii 
phflng, mflt trong 16m, trfing sutft tfl trong 
dtfn ngofli, ngofii phAng d l thu hinh cfic vflt, 
trong Idm de cho hinh cflc vflt to ra. tfng 
kinh cd mfl'y lfin, kdo dfii hay thu ngAn lgi 
dflpc, di trdng xa cung nhu gfin, trong nhd 
hoa ldn" (45). 

Ben cgnh dd, v l mpt san vflt p h i bitfn 
hdn lfl kfnh deo mAt, tfic gia Vdn ddi logi 
ngi da cho bitft nhilu thong tin thfl vi v l 
thdi gian, tflc dung vfi gia ca ciia san vfli 
nfiy: "Sach Thuyit Linh ndi: Kfnh sflng deo 
mAt (nhan kfnh hay muc kfnh), tfin gpi lfl ai 
Dai, san xufl't d nfldc Man-thfch-gia, xfl 
Tay Vuc, hinh chfl't mdng mfl trong sutft 
nhu thuy tinh, pha lfi; Ifl'y thdp lflm gong 

trdn bdc Itfy kfnh, cd cfl d l gflp hai mflt lflm 
mdt, hay md ra Ifim hai cflng d u ^ ; ngfldi 
gifi deo vflo stfng mfli cd t h i xem sach chfl 
nhd dfldc, thi tinh thfin cQng tflng thfim. 
Vua Tuyfin Tfing nhfl Minh, Ifl'y kfnh tfy 
tflng cho Hd Tdng Bfl. Lgi cd quan Thanh 
chfnh lfl Tfin Canh Chfldng, Ifl'y mdt con 
ngi^a hay, ddi cho Iai budn xfl Tfiy Vflc, Itfy 
mdt bd kfnh. Vl thdi nhfl Minh thi kfnh cdn 
quJ trpng nhU thtf; dtfn nay mua mdt bd 
kfnh chi vfli phfln bgc cflng dupc" (46). Dilu 
dang chfl J lfi, dSn sflch Bdo Phdc Tik, Le 
QuJ Dfin cho bitft: "Ngfldi chflu Giao, chflu 
Quang, thudng Ifim cfli bflt bAng thuy tinh 
gia" (47). 

Hiln nhifin, cflng vdi nhflng san vflt 
phfldng Tfly, trong cflc trfldc tflc, Lfi QuJ 
Dfin cung vitft nhi lu v l cflc san phim cua 
Trung Qutfc dUpc dem dtfn, tifiu thu d nUdc 
ta nhfl't lfi khu vi^c thi trfldng Dflng Trong. 
Dilu dflng chfl J lfl, qua nhflng ghi chdp, 
mfi ta cua fing, nhiing san vflt dd diu do cfic 
dofin thuyln budn dem tdi. Trong mm quan 
hd BAC - Nam, mflc dfl chiu sU chi phdi cua 
chfnh sflch sakoku (toa quoc) nhung qua 
cac thfldng nhfln trung gian (Hfl Lan, 
Trung Qudc, Ddng Nam A), Nhflt Ban vfin 
cd t h i xufl't khfliu mdt stf san phfim nhfl 
kitfm, gtfm sfl, dd scfn mfii, qugt... ra thi 
trudng qudc ttf. Theo fing, "Ngfldi Nhflt Ban 
cQng chtf ra thfl qugt phitft den thitfp vfing, 
xfldng bAng tre, dem vflo ctfng. Ngfldi xfla 
cho lfl thfl qugt nfiy cua rp Ddng Di, thflt 
vfly" (48). Trong V&n ddi logi ngi, tfic gia 
cQng ndi dtfn thfl vai cd ten Ifi "Hoa can btf*, 
thfl vai cho vflo Ifla khdng chay. Thfl vai dd 
Liidng thit ciing da tiing ndi dtfn. Theo dd, d 
chfiu Tfl Nhien, mdt vflng dtft trong Trfldng 
Hai, "trfin chflu cd logi cfiy mpc trong liia. 
Ngudi d vflng Ifin cfln btfn trai chfiu fi'y b6c 
Ifl'y vd cfiy xe ddt thflnh vai du<jc mfl'y thfldc 
d l lflm khfln tay, chAng khflc g! vai day 
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nhung mflu cua nd hdi xanh den. Ntfu bi 
bfin, dem bd vflo Ifla thi lgi sgeh nhu cfl, 
hofle dflng d l lflm bfl'c dfin thi khdng bao gid 
htft" (49). 

4. Con ngfldi vdi tfl nhifin: Kh& nflng 
flng doi va t r u y e n t h o n g Vfln hofl bitfn 

D I khai thac biln, chinh phi?c biln khdi, 
con ngUdi khfing chi cfin kinh nghidm, tri 
thflc v l biln mfi cdn phai cd phfldng tidn di 
biln. Dfln sach Thuyi't phu thien cua Hi 
Nang, Lfi QuJ Dfin vifi't: "Khi Ton Quydn 
ddng thuyln, nAm mpng thfl'y mpt fing gifl 
bao r ing: cai dfiu bcri chflo (titfp khitfu phfin 
dflng vfio nudc) nen vat bdt stfng nd di; cfii 
true hanh lai (dfl bflc) nen dtfn bdt chS cong 
di, thi mfit ngfly cd t h i di dUdc nghin dflm". 
Quyln theo dung phdp, Ifim lgi cfic vflt fi'y, 
thuyen qua di nhanh thflt. Ngfiy nay, chfio 
lfii cfic thuyln dfi'u Ifim nhfl thg" (50). Dfin 
sfich Hodi nam tH, Le QuJ Ddn ciing cho 
bitft: Dfiu thuyen rdng, ngUdi ta thudng hay 
ve chim fch bdi day lfl loai chim stfu to, 
khdng sd gid nen ngUdi ta ve chim fch d mui 
thuyen de ky gid. V l ky thufit ddng thuyln, 
theo sfich VU bi chi thi: "Cach ddng thuyen 
cua nudc ta ^ a i Viet - TG) khac hfln vdi 
Trung Qudc. Nudc ta xe go Ifim van to ghdp 
lgi, khfing ddng danh, chi lfi'y phitfn sAt ken 
Uln, khfing xam bAng td gai tfim dfiu ddng, 
lgi Itfy tre cd nhdt vao cho hd thung, phf cfing 
va ttfn t i ln nhieu. Cdn cai budm vai, cutfn 
treo d ngang gifla, khdng nhu Trung Quoc 
treo Ifich, nen cai chtft may thfldng chpc 
chfich khdng vOag chAc nhfl d thuyen Trung 
Qudc. Nay thuyln di bien cung vfiy" (51). 

Tuy cd tinh thfin tu phfi phan v l ky 
thufit ddng thuyen cua ngfldi Vifit nhflng 
hpe gia Lfi QuJ Ddn cflng cho bitft mfit 
thdng tin gia tri. Dd lfl, Nflm Khang Hy thfl 
27 (1688), Trung Qutfc sai quan Thi lang 
Bp L l lfi Chfl Xan sang nfldc ta ditfu ttf tien 
qudc vfldng. Vua cho 5 chitfc thuyln binh 

sang sdng ddn titfp. Sfl gia phfldng Bic cho 
ring: 'Thuydn nudc An Nam nhu cfii cfinh 
hoa sen, chtf rfi't tinh xao, chAc chfin, chfin 
sflo fln mflc mgnh mfi, titfn lui cfl nhip" (52). 
Dd chfnh lfl v& dep, sfle mgnh, th i hi§n 
trinh dd chuyen nghidp cua luc lUdng thuy 
binh chfnh quyfi'n Lfi - Trinh. 

Vd kJ thuflt ddng thuyln cua cU dan ven 
biln nfldc ta, Lfi QuJ Dfin cho bitft: "dan d 
nUdc quen lflm nghe chfii ca, lgi quen len 
thUdng lUu Ifi'y van ddng thuye'n" (53). Theo 
nhQng ghi chdp cua fing thi d mie'n Trung 
cd nhilu logi go quJ cd the dflng dl dflng 
thuyfi'n. Tac gia Phii bien tgp luc cho rfing, 
cU dfin vflng Quang Binh, Quang Tri 
thudng dflng gd hufin de Ifim phUdng tien 
di bien: "Den nhu go ddng thuyen thi dfi'u 
diing go huen, rfi't dfii va to, b l rong, b l dfly 
deu bpi thudng, sac do mfi nhe, cung vdi go 
gu vfi go se'n, tuc dia phUOng dfi'u chudng 
ca; ngudi ta cho rAng gd Hm qufi nfing 
khdng tifin dflng. Thd xe b xa Duy Dfle la 
thao nha't. Thd ddng thuyfi'n ngudi Dong 
Hai vfl Cfl Hfi quen ddng thuyen to; cac xa 
huyfin Khang Lpc va huyfin Le Thuy dfi'u cd 
thp, hay ddng thuyfi'n nhd de chd dd bufin 
ban" (54). 

Trong lich sii Vifit Nam, thuyen khfing 
chi la phUdng tifin di tren sfing biln; md 
rdng giao lUu, bufin ban, vfln chuyen hang 
hoa; phUdng tien chitfn dfi'u, bao vfi an 
ninh... mfi chfnh nd cdn lfi mpt loai thUdng 
phtfm cd gia tri. Cung nhfl chfnh quyen 
Dang Ngofli, vflo the ky XVI-XVIII, chfnh 
quyfi'n Dflng Trong cung da xay dflng dflî c 
luc lUdng thuy quan manh. Lflc Ifldng dd 
du sfle chtfng lgi cUdp bien Nhflt Ban, 
dflcJng dfiu vdi cac the lUc phUdng Tay, bao 
vg trpn vgn chu quyln, an ninh kinh ttf 
biln cua da't nfldc (55). 

VI mdi Uen hfi sau sAc gifla con ngfldi 
vdi mdi trfldng stfng, vdi nhflng cfl dan vgn 
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chfli, "ddng mau biln" ludn dUijtc truyin ntfi 
qua nhilu thtf hd- Dfin sach Cdm nang bi 
ltj.c cua Phflng Tridu Trfldng, tac gia cho 
rAng: "Nha lflm nghi danh cfl sinh con 
phfin nhilu cd gfln xfldng cflng rAn, vi trong 
khi cd mang, mg rdt con cflng rdt, mp ndng 
con cung ndng, dfla hfli nhi dfl tflng trai gid 
sfldng, nflng ndng cdn tfl Iflc d trong bflo 
thai. Khi nd da dui;fc sinh ra, da thjt dfly 
dfln, gfin XUdng cflng rAn, tfi khf khdng 
nhidm vfio dflpc". Thuyfi't fl'y rfl't phai, vi khf 
cdn luyfin mfi b in dupc, hutfng chi Ifi tfnh. 
Cd nhfin dgy con tfl trong thai, cflng lfl nudi 
cho thfinh tinh ttft dd" (56). 

Qua nghien cflu cua dng, chflng ta cung 
bitft ro hdn ngudn gfic cua mdt phong tuc. 
Khao cflu sach Logi tu, ong cho rAng: "Cai 
khoa cfla tfl't phai lflm hinh con ca, Itfy 
nghia con ca khdng nhAm mAt d l gifl dfim. 
Lgi ndi rAng: d Biln Ddng cd lfii ca dufii 
nhu dudi chim cAt, he nd phun sdng thi 
mUa, cho nen tfl ddi Dfldng dtfn nay, hd Ifim 
nha thi d ip hinh con cfi trfin ndc nhfi d l 
trtfn hoa tai" (57). 

Vl tri thflc ban dia, tac gia V&n ddi logi 
ngiC cung cho ta bitft each thfl mtdc mudi 
truyen thtfng cua cU dfin vflng biln: "Hgt 
sen tha xutfng nfldc thi chim, cho vflo nfldc 
mutfi thi ndi. NhQng ngudi nfi'u mutfi dflng 
hat sen di thfl; khi nfi'u, tha hat sen vflo, 
thfl'y ndi th! muoi dflng dfltJc" (58). Dfin 
sach Uyen Gidm, Le QuJ Ddn ndi dtfn mdt 
thfl sflng te quJ hitfm gpi lfl Thdng thiin ti. 
"Sling cd thd trAng nhfl s(?i dfly; Ifl'y du0c cai 
siing nflo dfli tfl mdt thUdc trd Ifin, khAc lflm 
mpt con ca, cfim nd mfl lpi xutfng nfldc, thi 
nudc thudng rfi ra ba thudc; dflng cfii sflng 
fl'y hfldng dfin dfldng di" (59). Thdng tin cua 
Le QuJ Dfin khitfn chflng ta Uen tfldng dtfn 
truyen thuytft An Dfldng Vfldng dfl(?c vitft 
trong Linh Nam chich quai: khi H qufln 
phfldng BAC truy duoi, vUdng da chay v l 

biln, dflng sflng tfi bay tfl'c re nfldc, nhflp 
vflo Thuy cung (60). 

Dfin sfich Qudng Bdng tdn ngQ, trong 
V&n ddi lo^i ngQ, tflc gia cdn vitft v l lofli 
cua, mdt mdn fin ngon tfl biln. Tuy nhifin, 
qua mfi tii ciia fing, chflng ta cflng thtfy 
du^c bitft bao mdi lifin hd vfl tri thflc vl su 
bitfn ddng cua thtf gidi tfl nhign: "Gitfng cua 
bitft dflî c dung thdi kJ nUdc tridu lfin 
xutfng. Khi nudc t r i iu lfin, nd gid hai cfing 
lfin ddn; khi nudc tr i iu xutfng, nd quflp 6 
chfin Igi, cfli xutfng, d l t i ln nUdc triiu di. 
Ngudi dflnh ca trdng con cua, ngflng lfin 
hay cfli xutfng, hp bitft dUpc thuy triiu lfin 
hay xutfng. Nudc tr i iu Ien to thi ft cua, 
nUdc tridu xutfng thi nhilu cua; Iuc bfl'y gid 
nd Idt mai, mim nhfl bdng, khAp nflnh dpng 
lgi nhflng md, vfla vflng vfla do, gpi Ifl cua 
bfl'y (nhuySn hai). Cua chUa Idt mai gpi lfi 
cua gach. Cua gach ngon, cua btfy quJ. 
Nfldc Igt thi cua nhilu thit, nudc mfln tlfl 
cua nhieu gach. Nfldc t r i iu vdi thi cua bdo, 
nfldc tr i iu dfiy thi cay bdo. Ngfldi ta lam 
nfldc mAra cay, th! cho cay, cd long chfin, 
vflo nudc mudi, d l dp hai thang, nd rich 
nfldc ra; cho thfim vd cam qutft vflo, vi ngon 
tuy^t vdi. Bd htft ba di, chi Ifl'y nfldc ctft, cho 
nen goi Ifi hai hay giai. Xfla cd nfldc mim 
cua, cd cua ba, cd cua cflm (gifl nfit nhfl 
cam). Dfin sach Thiin Trung ky, dng cung 
vitft v l mdt lofli cua khdng Id d viing BAC 
Hai: "Cd mdt con ngao cflng cua nd da bd 
len nfli mfl minh cua nd vfin cdn d dfldi 
biln" (61)! 

Ong ciing vitft vfl cd nhiing md ta chi titft 
v l dfle tfnh sinh trudng, thdi gian vfl each 
dflnh bi t , chtf bitfn, cdng dung cua cac logi 
hai san nhfl sd, hflu, bflo ngu, ngoa dc tfl 
chtf mdn "thien luyen ehd" (cha thit trdi), 
cua cac lofli trai, htfn, rUdi (hod triing). Dfin 
sach Llnh Nam tgp ky, dng vitft: "Hinh 
trgng con hoa trflng gitfng nhfl con rtft 
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(6dcA ei/dc), lai nhfl con bp ngi^a (md 
hodng), than mfi'm nhfl con tAm, nhd nhfl 
cai dfla, dfli hdn hai tfl'c, xanh vflng rflc rd, 
trong cd nfldc trAng, trdng hinh trgng kha 
o, sinh san b rupng bai bien, d trong goc Ifla 
chui ra, dfli mfl'y thUdc hay hdn mpt trupng, 
nhAng nhfing nhu td trflng, theo nudc bifi'n 
mfl trdi ra, thufln ddng vflo dfi'n bai biln, 
dflt ra tiing dogn mfit, tflc lfl thfl trflng fl'y. 
Nhan dan dia phfldng dflng vd vdt Ifl'y, dem 
ban ngay trong bufi'i sang; ntfu di qua trua 
thi nd Udn ra, khdng t h i fln dupc. Bd nfi vflo 
noi, cho mpt chdn con dfl'm, nd se ri nfldc 
trflng ra; lpc xong, chUng vdi trflng gfi, fln 
rfi't ngon. Dfldi thdi giflc Phien (62), chflng 
danh thutf hda trflng, thu dupc dtfn mfl'y 
nghin lgng vfing. 

Xdt ra: thfl trflng fi'y d nudc Nam ta, gpi 
la thd hd (tdm dfi't) tflc lfi rfldi. Nd sinh d 
trong rupng gfin bien, cam khf dtft ma sinh 
ra. Khi nfio cd rUdi tfi't mUa, kJ ban khdng 
sai. Hflng nfim, cfl thang 9 ddi mUdi, thang 
10 mflng 5, thi rfldi ra nhilu, theo nUdc 
thuy trifi'u, lenh dfinh trfin mflt nUdc. Nhfin 
dfin dia phUdng Ifim sfln dd, dflm, dem ra 
mfi xflc, khdng bitft bao nhieu mfi ke. Ngfiy 
30 thang 5, ngfiy 20 thang 8 cung cd rUdi, 
nhung chi dfii dp mfi'y tfi'c, khdng dtfn mot 
thudc, de mfi'y ngfiy khfing Udn. An rUdi, 
dem dun nudc, lam lfing qua, rdi nfi'u canh 
vdi mfing tre. Khi cd nhilu thi mudi di, Ifim 
mim, deu ngon ca. d cfic vflng Phung Hoa, 
Gia Vien, Yfin Md, An Khang (thufic Thanh 
Hofi), cac huyfin Vu Tifin, Chfin Dinh, Nam 
Chfin, Giao Thuy, Thanh Quan, Thuy Anh 
(thupc trtfn Sdn Nam), deu thudng nflm 
dem rUcri cong" (63). Nhd dd, chflng ta cung 
bitft, tfl thtf ky XVIII, cfl dan ven biln 
Trung Qutfc, Vifit Nam da biet khai thac, 
nudi trdng mfit stf loai hai san. O Chitft 
Dfing, loai hdm diin (rupng nudi ngao, sd), 
da khfl pho bifi'n. Dieu dang chfl J la, cU 

dan mpt stf vflng biln Dgi Vifit khdng chi 
khai thflc, danh b i t hai san trong nUdc mfl 
cdn vUdn ra khai thac cac ngudn 10 tfl vflng 
biln khu vflc. Theo Le QuJ Don th!: "Dfin 
xfi Tam Tri, thudc huyfin Thuy Anh nUdc 
ta, cfl dtfn thang 10, bdi mfit dofin thuyfi'n 
ra biln; dfi'n bfi'n biln Kham Chfiu, tha hd 
bflt sd, dem vl kinh dfi dang ctfng; cdn thfla 
bao nhieu, dem bfin". Ong ciing cho bitft 
thfim: "He gid ddng nam nd'i lgn, th! sd thtfi 
khfing fln dfldc. Chi cd thang Chap, thang 
Gifing lfl mfla ban sd. Sd tfnh fin, Iflm tfing 
khf lUc. Thai gflng va chfi'm hat cai, utfng 
rUdu, ngon lAm" (64). 

Le QuJ Don cung viet ve loai sfla (thuy 
mfiu) mfi "ngfldi vflng Ddng Hai gpi sa lfi 
sfla, sic trAng bgch, lung nhung nhu bpt. 
Giong a'y cd tri giac, nhUng khfing tai, 
khfing mAt, nen khong bie't tranh ngudi. 
Thudng cd con tdm di theo nfl. Con tfim 
tha'y ngudi thi sd, lfin, con sfla cung theo 
ma lfin xutfng". Sach Llnh Nam luc di ndi: 
Tinh con sfla on, nen chfla dupc chflng lanh 
nhifit (nong rdt)" (65). Ong ciing vitft ve logi 
tfl bdi ma ngUdi Cflu Chfin, Giao Chi dflng 
de lam khay, Ifim chdn. Dd chinh lfi tfc bien 
va xa cfl (66). Vl nhflng san vflt nay, trong 
Phu biSn tgp luc tac gia hp Le dfi cd nhflng 
mo ta htft sfle chi tiet, sinh dpng. Trong 
nhflng nfim cfim quyln, chfnh quyln Dflng 
Trong da td chflc nhifi'u hogt dgng khai thfic 
bien. Cac hoat ddng dd gAn vdi cfic ddi 
Thanh Chau, Hofing Sa, Bic Hai, vdi cong 
cudc khai pha, md rpng lanh hai, xfic Ifip, 
hao ve chu quyfi'n thieng Ueng cua biln dao 
Vi?t Nam (67). 

5. Mot so n h a n xet va ktft luan 
Lfi mdt "ngfldi Ifim quan cd tfl duy bac 

hoc" (68), ddng thdi "lfl mdt nhfi bac hpe ldn 
va tri thflc bach khoa" (69), trong tfl duy vfl 
tru lufln cua Lfi QuJ Don (mflc dfl chua th i 
dogn tuyet hoan toan vdi nhQng tU tudng 
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vfi quan nigm Nho giao truydn thtfng), 
nhflng da hfldng mgnh dtfn mdt tfim nh!n 
vc' thtf gidi rfing ldn vdi nhflng tri thflc khoa 
hoc hign dai. Trfin thyc ttf, Qutf Dfldng da 
tfl bd Thuyet dia t&m d l titfp nhfln Thuyit 
nh&t tdm, gfin vfl tfldng h(Jp vdi quan nidm 
ciia cflc hpe gia phUdng Tfiy cflng nhfl nhfln 
thflc chung cua thtf gidi vl sU hifin hflu ciia 
trai dfl't hinh cfiu. Su chuyen bien dd dfin 
dtfn hai hd lufln: Thfl nhfi't, chfnh fing dfl 
hoai nghi v l quan nigra truyin thtfng Ifi'y 
Trung Hoa hay An Dg Ifim trung tfim; Vfi 
thfl hai, vi trf cua cflc qufic gia trfin thtf gidi 
dfi'u cd t h i dupc do ludng, tfnh toan tren cd 
sd nhflng thfinh tUu tofln hpe vfi thifin vfln 
hidn dgi (70). Ndi each khac, Lfi QuJ Ddn 
da vupt lfin tam IJ tfl ti dan tdc d l hfldng 
manh dtfn tfl duy IJ tfnh vfl thuc hpe. Dd Ifl 
nhQng nhfln thflc khflch quan, khoa bpc, 
the hifin tfim cao tri tufi, tinh thfin khai 
pha so vdi phfin ddng gidi trf thflc chiu anh 
hudng cua tu tudng Nho giao dUdng thdi. 
Nhu vfly, 'Le QuJ Dfin Ifl ngudi dfiu tien 
thflc hien du0c sfl mfinh cua Uch sfl, v\X(ft ra 
khdi sfl bao vay cua kie'n thflc Trung Qufic, 
titfn Ifin tiep thu kitfn thflc cua tofln nhfln 
loai" (71). 

Trgn cd sd mot nhfln thflc dflng dAn v l 
thtf gidi, trong tfl duy v l biln, fing dfi tgo 
dung nhflng lufln cfl quan trpng d l xac lflp 
vi tri cua biln Vifit Nam trong titfn trinh 
phat trien cua lich sfl dfin tdc. Theo dd, xd 
hgi Viit Nam khdng chi vd khdng thd Id 
mgt xd hgi ndng nghiep. Lfi Qutf Dudng 
khong chi ndi titfng vdi ktft qua sflu tfim, 
khao cflu 201 gitfng Ifla cfic loai mfl cdn cd 
tri thflc uyfin bac vtf biln. Trong cflc trfldc 
tac, dng da khAng dinh mdi quan hg gifla 
biln Dai Vifit vdi cac vflng biln khu vflc dfle 
bifit la moi quan hfi vdi vflng biln nam 
Trung Hoa vfl Ddng Nam A. Ong da cd 
nhflng md ta kha ky Ifldng v l vi thtf cua 
Hofing Sa, Trfldng Sa, cac tuytfn hai trinh. 

hogt ddng kinh ttf, vai trd cua cflc thfldng 
cang. mgt stf lofli hai san cflng nhflng 
ngudn l<?i tfl nhifin mfl biln vfi dgi dfldng 
mang lgi. Qua cflc trUdc tflc, Lfi QuJ Ddn 
cflng dfi t h i hidn mgt phfldng phap vfi tfl 
duy khoa hoc nghidm cfin, trung thflc vdi 
cflc tfic gia, ngudn trfch dfin vfi vdi chfnh 
minh. Mflc dfl cd nhflng dilm chflng ta cfin 
cd thfira Bfl higu chinh (v! ban thfln dng vfin 
cdn ft nhidu chiu anh hudng bdi "thuytft 
titfn hoa lufln nguyfin thuy" (72) hay "each 
nhin Trung Hoa" v l radt stf ntfn vfin hda 
khu vflc), nhflng nhQng ngudn thdng tin, 
tri thflc cua Lfi QuJ Dfin v l biln lfi rtft 
phong phfl, sfiu sic (73). Trong J nghia dd, 
khdng chi Id ngi/iti eo tri thvtc th&m sdu vi 
bidn v& tu duy hiidng bidn, Li Quy Bdn cdn 
Id hi&n th&n tiiu bidu cho mdt truyin thong 
bien trong lieh sQ tii tiidng Viit Nam. 

Thfing qua nhQng phfin tfch v l mfii Ufin 
hg gifla con ngudi vdi thtf gidi tfl nhifin, 
gifla biln vdi luc dia, trfldc chflng ta nhilu 
thtf ky, nhfl bac hoc Le QuJ Ddn da flng 
dung thflnh cfing tri thflc vfl "tU duy Ufin 
ngfinh" trong vigc lufln giai nhiing hifin 
tupng tfl nhifin vfl mdi Ufin hg giQa chflng 
vdi nhu cfiu stfng cua con ngUdi, vdi phfldng 
thflc kitfm stfng, vdi cac hogt dgng kinh ttf, 
flng xfl vfln hofl va sfl thinh suy ciia cac thi 
chtf chfnh trj. Con ngfldi ludn quan sat the 
gidi tfl nhifin, tim hi lu v l nhflng bitfn ddi 
mang tfnh ban chfl't, quy luflt cua thtf gidi 
tfl nhifin.'^Nhfl vfly, tfl nhifin da nflng d3, 
t ruyin dgy cho con ngfldi bitft bao tiri thiic, 
kinh nghigm quJ. Nhflng nhfln thflc dd cua 
Lfi QuJ DSn, ca trfin phfldng di^n t\f nhifin 
vfi xa hgi, t h i hign tfim nhin, kha nflng 
nghifin cflu chuyfin sflu, nflng luc giao difin 
(interface) cOng nhfl kha nfing titfp nhfln 
nhiing thflnh tflu mdi ciia vfln minh nhfin 
logi cua mot bg phfln tri thflc tifiu bilu Vi§t • 
Nam thtf kyXVIIL 
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Cd t h e ndi , c i ing vdi l ong s a y mfi k h o a 

hoc, t r i t u g uyfin b a c , t h i n h i i n g t r a i n g h i g m 

c u a L e Q u J D d n k h i lflm q u a n t r o n g t r i i u , 

lflc v l q u a n I J d cac d i a phUdng, rdi d i sfl 

T r u n g H o a (1759-1762) , i a m LUu thu kinh 

dd k h i p h d t a T r i n h Sfim thf im nhflp Dfing 

T r o n g n a m 1774 , rd i Hiip tr^n tham tdn 

qudn cd (1776) d Thuf ln H d a - m g t vflng dfi't 

gifiu t r u y d n thfi'ng t h U d n g m a i vfi b a n g giao 

qufic ttf... b i n d a d e m la i cho d n g nhifi'u 
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