Vietnam Social Sciences, No. 1(165) - 2015
Vietnam - Mongolia Relation…

VIETNAM - MONGOLIA RELATION

SOME SIGNIFICANT FEATURES AND PROSPECTS
TRAN QUANG MINH *
Abstract: On the occasion of 60th year of foreign affair relation between Vietnam - Mongolia, the article reviews significant features of the two countries relation in term of politics, economy, culture and education. Contemporarily, the author tries to analyze and assess positive factors that affect the prospects of the relations between the two countries in the coming time.
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The Republic of Vietnam and Mongolia established diplomatic relation on 17th, November 1954. Since then, the relation has been maintained and developed despite some difficult time. To date, the two countries have four times signed treaty of friendship - cooperation and tens of economic, trade, culture, education, technology treaties. The two sides have regularly maintained intergovernmental schemes, mutually recognized market economy and supported each other in international and regional forums.  

After 60 years of building and developing, Vietnam and Mongolia have become trusted partners. All sectors of cooperation have been fostered, not only in economic sector but also in many other ones with huge potentials. After the Mongolia paid a Vietnam visit in November, 2013, senior officials of the two countries agreed to push mutual relations, especially in terms of economy, culture, and education equal to level of political and diplomatic relation as well as practically and usefully celebrating 60 years of good counterparts. The article reviews some significant features of Vietnam-Mongolia relation in the past 60 years and major factors may affect the relation prospect in the coming time.

1. Some significant features

1.1. Mongolia is one of the first few countries recognized and set diplomatic relation with Vietnam(*)
The Republic of Vietnam was officially established in 1945, until 1950 it could only set diplomatic ties with former Soviet, China, Korea, next Mongolia and other socialist nations in the Eastern Europe. During this period, Vietnam only had official diplomatic relation with socialist countries, and Mongolia was one of the few fellow socialist countries recognized and set diplomatic ties with Vietnam.  It is clear that Mongolia is of first counterparts of Vietnam since its independence, therefore it is of special value and respect. Vietnam has a custom of “bạn cố tri” (old friend) – the friend since childhood. That friendship relation between Vietnam and Mongolia has enjoyed sweet and sour moments, which should be respected. 
1.2. Right after official diplomatic tie was set, the relation between the two countries was strongly enhanced
This was remarked by: (i) senior officials paid a lot of state visits and (ii) the results of these visits were treaties and cooperation memorandum, founding for today solid relation, namely:

In the first year of diplomatic tie establishment, Vietnam President Hồ Chí Minh and senior officials of government and communist party paid a state visit to Mongolia from the 8th to 9th, July 1955. The visit had significant effects in the mutual relation, right then Mongolia and Vietnam signed first treaties on trade (July 1955) and culture (February 1958).

Next, in September 1959, Mongolia government and communist party delegate led by first secretary of People’s Revolution Party cum President of Minister Council Yu Tsedenbal visited Vietnam. On this occasion, Mongolia government offered Vietnam 100 thousand animals and other crucial commodities. 

Two years later, in June 1961 Vietnam Prime Minister Phạm Văn Đồng led Vietnam delegate to officially visit Mongolia. In this time, two countries signed first treaty of friendship and cooperation, on 25th June, 1961. Prime Minister Phạm Văn Đồng paid the second visit here in 1973. 

In 1979, Vietnam received delegate of Mongolia party and government led by President of Minister Council J. Batmonkho, and two nations passed second treaty of friendship and cooperation on 3rd, December 1979. The two sides also considered establishing Intergovernmental on Economic and Technology Committee at the time.

In July 1984, Vietnam Communist Party and Government delegate led by President of Minister Council Trường Chinh paid a state visit to Mongolia.

By these events, we can see that the relation between Vietnam and Mongolia in the early period of diplomatic relation establishment was very good. Especially, Mongolia government and people actively supported Vietnam in the war against America. The relation of the two nations enjoyed a fine time then. 
1.3. The relation of Vietnam – Mongolia has not always been fine, it endured hard time in the late 1980s and the early 1990s due to international context and changes in each country’s political and economic sectors 

From 1984 to 1994, it was a silent note in the relation between two countries. This may result from many factors, but the most prominent explanation is that of international context and domestic changes, noticeably the end of Cold War with the collapse of socialist system. While Vietnam started Đổi mới (Renovation), with reform in economic sector “socialist –oriented market mechanism”, maintaining the control of Communist Party, Mongolia gave up old socialist system and followed democratic system. Probably, the departure of the political direction was the key point that kept two nations a cold relation. 

However, the good relation was restored in 1994, starting by the state visit Vietnam of Mongolia President Ochibat from 3rd to 5th, March 1994. In the visit, two nations signed joint declaration forming principles in the new context. After that, in May 1995 Vietnam Minister of Foreign Affairs Nguyễn Mạnh Cầm visited Mongolia and two sides preliminarily signed the treaty on friendship and cooperation. In 1999, Prime Minister Phan Văn Khải visited Mongolia and Mongolia National Assembly President visited Vietnam, these visits again proved the good relationship between the two nations and brought the relationship into new prosperous period. 
1.4. The Vietnam – Mongolia relation since the beginning of the new century has been positively fostered not only in term of politic and diplomatic but also in many other sectors. However, the outcomes of this relation have not been up to 60 years of cooperation history. This may be because of three main reasons:

First, in term of politic and diplomatic, the relation between two countries since the turn of millennium has more than ever followed. This is confirmed by the mutual visits of senior officials: Vietnam delegates visiting Mongolia including President Trần Đức Lương (April 2000) which two nations signed third treaty on friendship and cooperation on 15 April, 2000 to bring the mutual relation a new development phase; President of Vietnam National Assembly Nguyễn Văn An (November 2003); Prime Minister Phan Văn Khải (May 2004); President Nguyễn Minh Triết (October 2008). Respectively, Mongolia sent senior delegates and state visit to Vietnam, namely: Prime Minister Enkhbayar (October 2002); President of Mongolia National Assembly (January 2004); Mongolia President Bagabandi (January 2005) and latest, Mongolia President Enbegdory (November 2013).

Second, Vietnam – Mongolia economic relation is the highest potential for development, but it has not been fully exploited. In term of trade, the mutual trade amount is still modest and takes for account a small proportion of each country’s trade turnover (around one percent). In term of investment, the value of invested assets was very limited. Vietnam investment in Mongolia is mainly from Vietnamese oversea living in Mongolia investing on business and service here. Factors such distance, incomplete schemes for cooperation and investment promotion etc. are challenging the development of the two nations’ mutual investment. 

Third, the mutual understanding about counterparts’ culture and society is still limited and cooperation in other sectors has not really enhanced. This is also a major setback in today diplomatic tie of the two nations: what Vietnamese people know about Mongolia is still small, and vice versa. Despite political and diplomatic tie has been boosted highly, it would be very unlikely for expansion and development in any sector without background understanding of economic, political, social, custom systems of counterpart country. Therefore, social researchers have a very significant task in enhancing the mutual understanding between two nations’ people.

2. Prospects of Vietnam – Mongolia relation

It can be asserted that the relation between Vietnam - Mongolia will develop faster and more strongly. There are some major positive factors for this development, such as: 

2.1. The past 60 years diplomatic tie achievements as foundation

As mentioned above, the good relation of Vietnam – Mongolia has lasted for 60 years, longer than many new counterparts of each nation. Upon the achievement of diplomatic tie and the political will of senior officials in fostering the mutual relation at higher level, it is highly possible that the relation between Vietnam - Mongolia will develop faster and more strongly in the coming time. 

2.2. Two countries have no major political disagreements or territory conflicts
This is a very important factor for the smooth development of diplomatic tie without any significant challenge. Vietnam and Mongolia have respectively recognized each other full market economy scheme, as well as following multilaterally diplomatic ties, non-allied movement. Crucially, two nations have no sea or land sovereignty conflicts, which is the positive condition for better cooperation between two nations in the coming time. 

 2.3. Two countries have huge benefits in fostering cooperation in new context

In term of economy, it is noticeably that the natural, economic and social conditions of two nations help other than competing each other. Mongolia enjoys a big territory with abundant natural resources, big savannahs with millions of animals but no sea and small population. In contrast, Vietnam area is small but it has costal lines with much sea resources, big size of a golden generation population. Though each country has its own advantageous and disadvantageous conditions, it is possible that if they foster cooperation tie, one country’s disadvantage may be supplemented by counterpart’s advantage. These may be the critical conditions for better mutual economic tie in the future. 

In term of political and international relations, Vietnam and Mongolia both have benefits in mutually supporting each other while dealing with international matters. The two nations have many times effectively supported each other in regional and international forums. Today, Mongolia expects Vietnam to be the bridge between Mongolia and South East Asia nations, support Mongolia once Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation expands its members, etc. More than ever, Vietnam needs Mongolia support in international issues. It is inevitable that being small countries such as Vietnam and Mongolia is always the baits of big countries when trading diplomatic issues, therefore Vietnam and Mongolia should unite with other small nations to effectively deal with regional and international matters. 

2.4. The potentials for future cooperation is still very big

Both Vietnam and Mongolia have big potentials for mutual cooperation. For Mongolia, Vietnam is a very potential and attractive market with big human resources, a reforming country actively integrating international issues. Vietnam may become a very attractive market for beast/poultry products and minerals for Mongolia, and one of the most important markets in South East Asia. Some Mongol scientists even suggest that Vietnam is the gate for Mongolia to enter AEAN. 

For Vietnam enterprises, Mongolia is a traditional market but has not been fully paid enough attention for investment and exploitation. Mongolia advantages such as big territory, high national resources and small population is of special investment potentials for Vietnamese companies. 

In short, Vietnam and Mongolia have enjoyed special diplomatic tie. Being a 60 year friendship partner, the relation is becoming better and better. That warm relation was founded and developed under President Hồ Chí Minh and other senior officials. The two countries have very big potentials for mutually supporting and complementing in the process of building and development of each country. Despite modest economic, cultural and educational cooperation size today, the big potentials and factual benefits of each nation in cooperation are certainly the key factors in the coming time Vietnam – Mongolia boost cooperation.















(*) Ph.D., Institute for Northeast Asian Studies.
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