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Abstract: From 10" to 15! centuries, Pai C6 Viét/Pai Viét gradually rose up, refusing to yield
to any foreign forces. This was a testament to the outstanding maturity of the nation. There are
many explanations for the victories of the dynasties, one being the military service regime. This
policy contributed to strengthen national army so that it could mobilise and gather forces in both
times of peace and war. This article studies military service regimes of the Ngd, Pinh, Early L&,
Ly, Tran, Ho, and Later L& Dynasties in: (i) regulations on age and physical condition of the
recruits; (ii) recruitment time!; (iii) regulations on binding military service; (iv) organisation of
military rank; (v) remuneration; (vi) regulations on mandarins tasked with recruiting soldiers; and
(vii) various policies to support the military service regime. Characteristics and overview of
military service under the Pai Viét monarchies in that period are discussed.
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1. Introduction

More than a thousand years of domination of northern feudalism could not extinguish the
Vietnamese people’s will and desire for independence. In the Year of Earth Dog (AD 938),
Ngo Quyén led the Vietnamese people to defeat the invading Nanhan army, and usher in a
new era of the nation’s history. The country Pai C6 Viét/Dai Viét gradually rose up during
the 10" to the 15" centuries: two successful resistance wars against the Song Dynasty in
AD 981 (Early Lé Dynasty) and in 1076 to 1077 (Ly Dynasty); three glorious victories
over the mighty Yuan-Mongol Empire in 1258, 1285, and 1287 to 1288 under the Tran
Dynasty; and the Lam Son (1418 to 1427) uprising which defeated the Ming Dynasty's
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! Dates and months in the paper are in lunar calendar. The term/word “tinh” (Province) was first used in
Vietnam in the 19™ century; however, for convenience, the author uses it in the paper because it is very
common today, and it is the most equivalent term for many territory classifications in the past.
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domination, liberating the nation in the early 15" century. The Early Lé Dynasty repelled
attacks from the Champa army, and pacified the South. Not succumbing to any foreign
force was a testament to the outstanding maturity of the nation. Up to now, many
explanations have been put forward to explain the victories of the dynasties and there has
also been a huge amount of research carried out by Vietnamese and foreign authors on the
topic of anti-foreign aggression. Within the scope of this article, the author refers only to
the military service regime of the Pai Viét monarchies - a state policy that contributed to
the strength of the Pai Viét army in the 10" to the 15" centuries - in order to shed light on
how the monarchies mobilised and gathered their forces in both peacetime and wartime.

In order to thoroughly understand the content of the military service regime during this
time, the concept of “military service” (i.e., compulsory military service) first needs to be
understood. The Simplified Sino-Vietnamese Dictionary of Pao Duy Anh explains the
word binh dich in a general way as “military work” (Pao Duy Anh, 2005, p.54). The
Vietnamese dictionary, with Hoang Phé as chief editor, defines binh dich as “military
service/conscription” and the accompanying caption “old” shows that this is an old word
used in the past. Page 805 of the dictionary reads: qudn dich is a noun indicating “citizen
duty to join the army such as military service (but often referring to the armies of capitalist
countries)” (Hoang Phé, 2003, pp.67 & 805).

The Vietnam Military Encyclopaedia defines bink dich as “service of the citizens as
active duty soldiers and as army reserve soldiers, which are usually institutionalised by legal
documents”. The nature of military service is determined by the nature of the government
holding the army (armed forces). Depending on the recruitment method, there are voluntary
military service and military service under a compulsory military service regime. In many
countries, military service usually includes active duty and service in the army reserves, etc.
In Vietnam, performing military service is understood as performing military duty service
(Military Encyclopedia Center, 2004, pp.84 & 810). In some countries, it is known as
military service or draft. The above definitions show that the basic content of “military
service” is to have served in the army in the past and to form part of today's military service.
Accordingly, the military service regime is generally understood as the state's policy to
recruit and select soldiers for military service to the country. In this study, the author focuses
on analysing the military service regime of the Dai Viét monarchy during the 10" to the 15"
centuries. It covers a number of aspects such as the regulations on age, physical condition of
the recruits, the recruitment process, the regulations and organisation of the ranks, pay scales,
and how the mandarins appointed new recruits.

Through studying the source material, the author found that the issue of conscription
was mentioned to a certain extent and reference relatively scattered in historical documents
such as Dai Viét sir ky toan thu (K5 FEEE - Dayue shiji quanshi - Complete Annals of
Dai Viét), Pai Viét sir lwoc (K5 H& - Dayue shilié - Abridged Chronicles of Dai Viét),
Kham dinh Viét sir thong giam cuong muc (8RE#EE @ HE M B - Qinding yue shi tong jian
gangmu - Imperially Ordered Annotated Text Completely Reflecting the History of Viét);
military works such as Binh thir yéu lroc (FEEERB - Bingshd yaolié - Compendium of

48



Lé Thiy Linh

Military Art), Ho trueong khu co (BEMRABHE - Hu zhang shiiji - Works at Military Camp) of the
Tran Dynasty; codified documents and laws that were promulgated under various dynasties,
such as Quoc triéu hinh lugt (BAFATIE - Gud chao xinglii - Criminal Law of National Court),
Thién Nam du ha tdp (RKFER T £ - Tian nan yixia ji - Collection of Legal National Books),
Lé trieu héi dien (BREAEH - Lizhdo hui didn - Recording of Legal Dictionary of Six
Ministries of L& Dynasty), etc.; and the works of authors such as Viét Sir Tiéu An (#%5R1ZZEE -
Yué shi bido an - Vietnamese History of Judgments) by Ngo Thi Si, Kién van tiéu luc
(R % - Jianwén xido lu - Collection of Some Stories What One Sees And Hears) by
Lé Quy Don , Lich triéu hién chirong logi chi (FEERFE$B5E - Lichdo xianzhang 1&i zhi -
Categorised Records of Institutions of Successive Dynasties), the first encyclopaedia of
Vietnam by Phan Huy Chu, and so on. The military service regime of the Pai Viét monarchies
in the 10" to the 15" centuries was depicted either directly or indirectly, but it reflected
relatively clearly the policies of the states on soldier recruitment.

It can be affirmed that the history of Vietnam's anti-foreign aggression is an important
topic, which especially attracts the attention of domestic and foreign scholars on many issues,
which has resulted in a large number of academic works. The issue of the conscription
regime of the Pai Viét monarchies in the 10" to the 15" centuries is mentioned a little in
books and articles on the resistance wars and uprisings. A number refer to the issue of
military system, typically Liwrgc khdo binh ché Viét Nam qua cdc thoi dai (A Brief Review of
Military Regime of Vietnam through Ages) by author Nguyén Tudng Phuong; Mdy vdn dé
binh ché Pai Viét thé ky X - XV (Some Issues of Pai Viét's Military Regime in 10" to 15
Centuries), which is the associate doctorate thesis of L& Dinh S¥ defended in 1995, and is
published into the book Binh ché Pai Viét thé ky XI - XV (Pai Viét’s Military Regime in
10%-15" Centuries) in 2006. The military regime of Pai Viét includes many issues related to
organisation, training, policies towards soldiers, etc., of which the military service regime is
just one aspect. Concerning research on how to organise the army in the 10" to the 15"
centuries, typically there are Chinh sdch ngu binh w néng cdc thoi Ly - Tran - Lé so (Policy
of Engaging Soldiers in Local Agriculture for a Specified Period of Time, under Ly, Tran,
and Later L& Dynasties in 11" to 15" Centuries) by author Nguyén Anh Diing, and the
article Cach chia phién trong chinh sach Ngu binh w nong thoi Lé Thanh Tong (How to
Take Turns Engaging Soldiers in Agriculture under Policy of Militarisation and Peasantry
under Reign of King Lé Thanh Téng) by Ha Duy Bién printed in the Journal of Military
History, No. 1 in 2006, etc. Studies on military system and military organisation provide
some insight into various aspects of military service regime. In 2020, the Institute of
Vietnam Military History (Ministry of National Defence) launched a 14 volume set of
Vietnam Military History. In Vol. 3: “The Dynasties of Ngo, Dinh, Early L¢, and Ly (939
to 1225)”; Vol. 4: “Military Activities in Tran Dynasty (1226 to 1400)”; Vol. 5: “Military
Activities in Dynasties of H and Later Lé (1400 to 1527)”, and the recruitment of soldiers
in various periods was studied as the first of a series of military operations. In three
volumes which cover the period from the 10™ to the 15™ centuries, the army recruitment
and mobilisation regime was studied, albeit not comprehensively, while the issue of the
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military service regime was not covered. In addition, the works of common history were
mentioned to a varying degree?.

In general, among the above-mentioned publications, the issue of military recruitment
was examined and mentioned randomly; hence, an amalgamation of work is necessary in
order to build up a comprehensive understanding.

2. Regulations on recruiting soldiers of monarchies

2.1. Regarding age and physical condition of new recruits

It was impossible to search historical records concerning the Ng6 and Pinh Dynasties (AD
939 to 979). In the Early Lé Dynasty (AD 980 to 1009), there were only regulations on the
physical condition of the young men recruited. From the Ly Dynasty onwards, regulations on
age and physical fitness requirements of new recruits were clearly recorded in official
historical and documents, and in written bodies of work. Under the Early Lé Dynasty, in the
autumnal month of August in the Year of Fire Dog (AD 986), King Lé Dai Hanh ordered the
recruitment of young men to be appointed as qudn tiic vé (i.e. imperial soldiers guarding
the palaces in the imperial citadel) whereby the strongest were recruited into the military
guard. In the Year of Earth Rat (AD 988), the State repeated this procedure. There is an
opinion that “with the regulation of the Thdp dao quan (Ten Armies) and the recruitment
of young men to become soldiers, the Pinh and Early Lé Dynasties set out an early mode
of military service for all able-bodied young men” (Nguyén Anh Diing, 1981, p.14). The
Ten Armies refer to the ten corps of Pai C6 Viét in the reign of Pinh Tién Hoang.

Regarding age, the regulation throughout the Ly and Early Lé Dynasties was that the
junior cohort of young men must only be 12 to 18 years old, depending on the dynasty,
while the senior cohort were aged 20 years and above. In the spring of the Year of Water
Pig (1083), King Ly Nhan Tong personally reviewed the junior cohort of new recruits,
divided into three grades (National History Bureau of the Lé Dynasty, 1993, Vol. 1, p.281).
In the spring month of January of the Year of Earth Dog (1118), the King again issued a
decree to recruit the junior cohort of young men to be soldiers. They were 18 years old and
their names were listed in the golden book. In March of the same year, the State ordered
the strong and healthy men aged 20 years or over to be grouped into divisions of guards
such as: Ngoc Giai, Hung Thanh, Vii D6, and Ngu Long, totalling 350 people (National
History Bureau of Lé Dynasty, 1993, Vol. 1, pp.288-289; Phan Huy Chu, 2007, Vol. 2,
p.334). According to the Abridged Chronicles of Pai Viét, in the Year of Water Horse

2 For example: History of Vietnam (Vol. 2 and 3) in a set of 15 volumes compiled by the Institute of History
(Social Sciences Publishing House, Hanoi, 2013, reprinted in 2017); History of Vietham (Vol. 2) in a set of 4
volumes compiled by a group of authors from the University of Social Sciences and Humanities, Vietham
Education Publishing House, Hanoi, 2012.
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(1162), King Ly Anh Tong ruled that people 60 years old and over were considered old and
weak (hence unable do anything), those 17 to 19 years old were second grade, while those
16 years old or below were under the “hoang nam” (i.e., those teenagers listed in the
yellow cover book). In the Early Lé Dynasty, the age of an adolescent was initially 12 years
old when they had to be chosen to join the army. In the Year of Metal Tiger (1470) under the
reign of King Lé Thanh Tong, males who were 15 years old were regarded as “hoang nam”
(National History Bureau of Lé Dynasty, 1993, Vol. 2, p.441).

In terms of physical condition, the general rule of the State was to recruit individuals
who were healthy, which was considered a decisive factor second only in importance to
age. There are many records in official history dating from the Ly to the Early Lé
Dynasties on the recruitment of healthy people to join the army. In the Year of Metal
Dragon (1160), two individuals under the reign of King Ly Anh Téng - T6 Hién Thanh and
Phi Cong Tin (recorded by Categorised Records of Institutions of Successive Dynasties) -
were tasked with recruiting healthy people to join the army. Generals were chosen, and those
who were proficient in military tactics and knowledgeable in martial arts, were posted to
management positions. In the Year of Earth Pig (1179) under the reign of King Ly Cao Tong,
in the spring month of January, healthy males were recruited into the army (National
History Bureau of Lé Dynasty, 1993, Vol. 1, p.327; Phan Huy Cht, 2007, Vol. 2, p.334).

During the Tran Dynasty, the dominant thought in army recruitment was expressed in the
famous military strategy book Compendium of Military Art, a work by Hung Pao Vuong
Tran Qudc Tudn (Commander-in-chief Tran Hung Pao): “Selective recruitment of
soldiers: soldiers need to be proficient and competent, it is not necessarily about the
numbers of men; and healthy people, not the weak, would be recruited. In addition, they
also recruited people with many brothers, orphans, single people (with no siblings) and
those already with a son(s), and poor, healthy people” (Institute of History, 1977, p.34).

In the autumn month of August in the Year of Earth Rat (1228), when the State set out
to determine the number of men in Thanh Hoéa province, people holding a mandarin’s title
and those who inherited a title from their fathers were able to become mandarins. The rich
and healthy without a mandarin’s title were recruited into the army to continually serve as
soldiers. In the month of March in the Year of Metal Pig (1239), healthy males were
recruited to serve as soldiers, and organised into three grades: upper, middle, and lower. In
the spring month of February in the Year of Metal Buffalo (1241), the government ordered
healthy people and those proficient in martial arts to be selected for the Tic vé thuong do
(Upper grade imperial guards). In the Year of Water Tiger (1242), the State established a
system of household registration books. The young adult was referred to as dai hoang nam,
the teenager was referred as the tiéu hodng nam, the 60-year-old man was called an older
person and the senior citizen was referred to as a long lao. Men with land had to pay for
rice, and those without were exempt. Those with one or two acres of land had to pay one
quan (&-guan, i.e., an ancient currency unit of Vietnam), those with three or four acres
had to pay two quan, and those with five or more acres had to pay three quan. For each
acre, one should pay 100 thang (F+-shéng, i.e., ancient unit for measuring volume of grain)
of rice. In the winter month of October in the Year of Water Rabbit (1243), the State
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selected additional people for army command posts. In the spring month of February in the
Year of Fire Horse (1246), in addition to naming the armies, the Trin Dynasty again
recruited healthy people as soldiers.

Under the reign of King Tran Thanh Tong in February in the Year of Metal Rooster
(1261), the State recruited soldiers from various localities, and the remainder were
appointed as dignitaries in the government's bureaux and to join the ordination teams in the
prefects, cantons, and districts (National History Bureau of Lé Dynasty, 1993, pp.11, 19,
20, 31-32). In February in the Year of Fire Pig (1287), faced with the situation where the
Yuan-Mongol army invaded Pai Viét, the Trdn Dynasty had a policy of recruiting able-
bodied men into the army to increase the number of army personnel. Commander-in-chief
Tran Hung Pao's statement showed that the dynasty focused on the quality of the army:
“The precious and desired army is the elite one, not necessarily the one with a huge
number of troops. Even with 100,000 troops, but of a poor quality similar to those of
Fujian®. Nothing doing!” (National History Bureau of Lé Dynasty, 1993, Vol. 2, pp.17-20;
National History Bureau of Nguyén Dynasty, 2007, Vol. 1, p.446). Under the reign of
King Tran Anh Téng in the Year of Fire Rooster (1297), the State approved the militiamen
in the country and forced them to be soldiers for life, not allowing them to serve as
mandarins. Under the reign of King Tran Dy Téng, in the autumn month of July in the
Year of Water Horse (1342), Nguyén Trung Ngan chose able-bodied men from localities to
fill the ranks of the forbidden army (referred to later in section 2.4) and added them to the
books. The Privy Council (#&%fE- Shu mi yuan) governed the forbidden army starting
from Nguyén Trung Ngan. In the spring month of February in the Year of Water Rabbit
(1363), the government recruited troops to supplement the localities (National History
Bureau of Lé Dynasty, 1993, Vol. 2, p.314). In the autumn month of August, the year of
Water Buffalo to prepare an attack on Champa Kingdom. The following year, the Year of
Wood Tiger (1374), also on the occasion of the autumn month of August, the State
recruited more people to join the army. First class recruits were added to Lan Pé* corp,
then came the second class and then the third class. People who were not tall but quick and
courageous were also included in these grades. Previously, the imperial guards were
organised into the Tt Thién, Tt Thanh, and T Thaén, and later they were distributed to the
areas of quan Uy Tiép, Bao Tiép, Long Duc, Y Yén, Thién Truong, Bic Giang, Dién Hau,
and Long Tiép. The soldiers in these troops had three black letters tattooed on their
foreheads. The guards also had tattoos on their foreheads (National History Bureau of Lé
Dynasty, 1993, Vol. 2, pp.74, 128, 142; Phan Huy Chu, 2007, Vol. 2, p.314).

Under the reign of H6 Han Thuong, after implementing the plan of Military Affairs
Commissioner (#&ZF{&# - Shumishi) Hoang Hoi Khanh, a system of civil status books was

3 Fujian (FFE2): the King of Early Qin (a country founded by the Di - E tribe in North China) - brought
100,000 troops to fight the Dongjin (i.e. & - Eastern Jin Dynasty) (Han tribe), and was defeated by the
Déngjin generals such as Xiéxuan (351 3) (AD 343-388) in the battle of Féi shui (i.e. /K Z 8k Féi shui zhi
zhan). After this battle, only 10,000 remnants of Fajian survived and fled to Luoyang (7&F5).

4 Lan Do: still unclear what the mission of that army is.
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established. From the Year of Water Horse (1402) onwards, “many more soldiers were
recruited”, on the condition they were able-bodied men. However, because the H6 Dynasty
leaders needed to gather their forces to fight the Ming invaders, age and physical condition
were probably not that strict. At this time, apart from able-bodied men, the government
also recruited the poor to serve as military assistants, later changed to guard troops, divided
into left and right branches and they were given military titles.

In the Year of Water Goat (1403), King HO Han Thuong decided that those without
farmland but who had property should move to Thing Hoa® to join the army. The local
government mandarins had the duty of allocating these people residential land. People should
have a tattoo carved with the name of their locality on their arm. In the Year of Fire Dog
(1406), the King “added more village troops who were temporarily looked after by people
holding honorary titles, recruited those who fled their home (fugitives) to be brave soldiers,
and established the position of guardians of one thousand houses, one hundred houses to
govern” (National History Bureau of L& Dynasty, 1993, Vol. 2, pp.202, 204, 213).

During the anti-Ming period, in order to increase the forces to oppose the uprising, L& Loi
recruited soldiers from Thanh Hoa, Nghé An, Tan Binh, and Thuan Hoa. After defeating
the Ming invaders, he recruited people from the localities into the army. Under the reign of
King Lé Thai Tong, recruitment took place in November of the Year of Wood Rabbit
(1435), in August of the Year of Earth Goat (1439), and in the Year of Metal Monkey
(1440); only the able-bodied were recruited (National History Bureau of Lé Dynasty, 1993,
Vol. 2, pp.202, 204, 334). King Lé Thanh Tong, in the Year of Metal Tiger (the first year
of Hong Puic’s reign, 1470), decided to approve the selection. First of all, he recruited
able-bodied men to be soldiers, and strong people who stayed at home to work in the fields
joined the reserves. When the elderly and weak were discharged from the army, the
reserves would be mobilised to replenish the ranks (National History Bureau of Lé
Dynasty, 1993, Vol. 2, p.439; Phan Huy Chu, 2007, Vol. 2, pp.336-337). At the same time,
according to Nguyén Nhat Thing's report, the State changed the age limit from 12 to 15
years old for teenagers to be recruited into the army. This recruitment method continued
during the reign of King Lé Thanh Tong. In the month of March in the Year of Fire Horse
(1486), the State once again recruited able-bodied men to join the army (National History
Bureau of Lé Dynasty, 1993, Vol. 2, p.498).

According to the Recording of Legal Dictionary of Six Ministries of Lé Dynasty, a book
on the laws and regimes of the L& Dynasty ranging from the Later L€ Dynasty to the reign of
King Lé Hién Téng (Canh Hung period), the regimes and laws of the six rugc®, and

5 Thing Hoa was the name of the district, including 4 prefectures of Thiing, Hoa, Tu, Nghia.

66 thuéc (ministries): Hé Thugc (F &8 - Hu bu) - Ministry of Revenue, equivalent to Ministry of Finance; Lai
Thuge (FEEB - Li bu) - Ministry of Personnel, equivalent to Ministry of Home Affairs; Binh Thugéc (EE&F -
Bingbu) - Ministry of War, equivalent to Ministry of Defence; Hinh Thugc (FI&B -Xingbu) equivalent to
Ministry of Justice plus the Supreme Court; Cong Thuéc (L& - Gongbu) - Ministry of Work, equivalent to
Ministry of Construction plus Ministry of Transport; Lé Thugc (T&#5 - Li bu) - Ministry of Rites, equivalent
to Ministry of Foreign Affairs plus Ministry of Education plus Ministry of Culture Sports Tourism.
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according to “Binh thugc”, the standard height of the recruits had to be from four thudc one
tac to four thude five tac’. According to the localised recruitment rule, the standard height
for soldiers from Nghé An had to be four thurde two tic or taller (Nguyén Ngoc Nhun,
2011, pp.93-94).

2.2. Concerning recruitment time

From the Early to Later L€ Dynasties, the time when soldiers were recruited was usually
in the spring months of January, February, or March, depending on the dynasty. The facts
quoted in official history presented in previously mentioned section “2.1. Regarding age
and physical condition of new recruits”, the State's recruitment drive took place mainly in
February but also in July, August, or the end of the year. This is because the State had a
policy of needing ever more troops, recruiting new soldiers to replace the old and weak, or
to hold a recruitment drive when there was a census. Tran Dynasty records show that the
time to recruit soldiers and count the number of inhabitants in the springtime became
routine. According to “the old custom every year in early spring, the commune mandarin
(now head of the commune) declares what the number of inhabitants is based on household
books, and using these to clearly list the types of sects, civil servants, civil mandarins,
military mandarins, soldiers, teenagers, the old and weak, the disabled, widows, vagrants,
etc. People holding a mandarin's title or those who inherit a title from their fathers are allowed to
become mandarins, and those who are rich and strong but without a mandarin’s title will serve
in the army forever as soldiers” (National History Bureau of Lé Dynasty,1993, Vol. 2, p.11).

In addition to the urgent requirements of war, the need to strengthen the army in peacetime,
the duration of army service, and a soldier’s health conditions were also factors affecting
the recruitment process of new soldiers. Monarchies had a system of demobilising soldiers,
and replacing the old or sick. In the Year of Wood Rabbit (1375) under the reign of King
Tran Dué Tong, the State rewrote the military register, dismissed the elderly and weak, replacing
them with healthy people (National History Bureau of Lé Dynasty, 1993, Vol. 2, p.159). This
policy was most evident under the Later Lé Dynasty. The Complete Annals of Dai Viét records
refer to the Year of Earth Snake (1449), recruiting new soldiers to supplement the army and
dismissing the elderly; in the Year of Wood Dog (1454), in the spring month of January,
recruiting new soldiers to fill the gaps in the army and dismissing the elderly. In February in
the Year of Metal Tiger (1470), according to the statement of Nguyén Dtrc Trung - the Deputy
Commander-in-Chief cum Governor of Thanh Hoa province - the State recruited able-bodied
soldiers to strengthen the army, choosing the strong to replace the old and weak. In the Year of
Wood Goat (1475) and the Year of Metal Buffalo (1481), the State again recruited soldiers to
strengthen the army (National History Bureau of Lé Dynasty, 1993, Vol. 2, pp.368, 379, 439,
466, 485). The recruitment of new soldiers to replace the old and weak under the Later Lé
Dynasty also affected the recruitment time. As usual, every three years, the State organised a

T Trwong (), thuoc (R), tac (%) are units of length measurement in ancient Vietnam. There are still
debates about its precise value, therefore the issues will be discussed later.
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recruitment drive to reassign soldiers to role of servants in the palace. If the recruitment drive
did not take place at this time there would be a huge shortage of servants, so the State would
organise additional recruitment drives in the autumn (Nguyén Ngoc Nhuan, 2011, p.93).

2.3. Regulations on binding military service

From the Ngb to the Later L& Dynasties, military service, when required by the State, in
times of peace and especially in war, became as obvious as the people's obligation to submit to
the king, the dynasty, and the country. By the Later Lé Dynasty, when legal documents and
laws were more standardised, the regulations on military service were also clearly and
specifically prescribed, and widely disseminated among the masses. Article 29 of the Chapter
on Qudn chinh (Military Administration) in Criminal Law of National Court of Lé Dynasty
records that soldiers who evaded military service three times were moved to the position of
trao tot (soldiers who carried palanquins for princes and high-ranking officials); evading
service four times meant they would be charged with desertion and fined seven quan each time
for neglecting their duties; if they were soldiers stationed in a town they would be fined five
quan each time; and if the demeanor happened on the days of large army gatherings, the
penalty would be increased. If in peacetime when a soldier really did have important personal
affairs to attend to, then their relatives were allowed to ask permission for them to be replaced,;
or if a soldier was seriously ill, they would not be charged. Article 31 shows that evading
military service would be severely punished by the State: those men who pretended to be dead
in order not to serve in the army were exiled to remote areas®. Not only that but the mandarins
who were in cohorts also inevitably faced sanctions, such as the deputy chief warrant officer of
the team and the commune officials who knew of, and tolerated, the situation would be
demoted® or imprisoned with hard labour® depending on the severity of the case.

Where recruitment subjects intentionally injured themselves in order to avoid military
service, they would be sentenced to imprisonment in exile; and the person who helped
inflict their injuries would also be punished albeit to a lesser degree. During a military
parade, if someone pretended to be sick (such as taking medication, or starving
themselves), hoping to be excluded, they would be imprisoned with hard labour. This
provision became even more effective when enforcing the responsibility of the person in
charge of recruitment while rewarding the whistleblower. If the chief warrant officer

8 The offenders who were to be banished to near or remote areas were called 76i luu or luu hinh.

% The offenders who were to be demoted were called T6i biém.

10 The offences that punished with imprisonment and forced hard labour were called 7gi dé. Téi d@é has three
levels: the first level including odd jobs ranging from thugc dinh (those who are exiled to do service work) to
khao dinh, thir phu (women serving all village jobs; “Thi#” means lower class) to tang that phu (women are
exiled to serve in silkworm rearing houses); the second level including jobs ranging from twong phuong binh
(soldiers serving in the elephant stables) to xuy that tp (housemaids serving in the kitchen); the third level
including jobs ranging from chung dién binh (soldiers to work in the fields) to thung that tp (servants to serve
rice millers and pound rice) (Nguyén Ngoc Nhuan , 2011, pp. 48-49).
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deliberately tolerated such a crime, he would be subject to the same punishment. If the
warrant officer unintentionally overlooked such a crime, he would be demoted. If such
officials intentionally tolerated a crime like this for money, they would be imprisoned with
hard labour. During a military parade, if the roles of control and inspection were not
carried out carefully then the relevant officials would be subject to corporal punishment?,
The person who denounced the truth would be rewarded according to the severity of the
case. This is the content of Article 11 on the Chapter “Fraud” (Deception) of the Criminal
Law of National Court. Collection of Legal National Books provided more information
revealing that in the Year of Earth Dog in the ninth year of Hong Pirc (1478), there were
stipulations that those who changed their names and hid to avoid official business would
face imprisonment and be taxed (Nguyén Ngoc Nhuan, 2011, pp.109, 169, 285).

Forms of opposition by conscripts are outlined in Article 37: “Those who should be
recruited as soldiers, and their relatives, who hold grudges against those doing the
recruiting, such as heads of communes and soldiers, and who then destroyed crops, dug
graves, robbed, killed cattle, or beat people until they were injured or died, should face
imprisonment, life imprisionment or the death sentence” (Nguyén Ngoc Nhuan, 2011,
p.149). In order to emphasise the seriousness of military administration in general and
compulsory military service in particular, the Later Lé Dynasty also brought in a regulation
to prevent corruption by powerful people: “The nobles and the inner eunuchs are not
allowed to ask for favours from generals in the military administration. If the rule was
broken, mandarins of the first and second grades will be faced with demotion, those of the
third and fourth grades will be dismissed or imprisoned, mandarins of the fifth and sixth
grades will be imprisoned for a certain number of years or for life, while mandarins of the
seventh grade or bigger number of grade will be imprisoned for life or executed. (Note that
in the scale used here, the smaller the grade, the more important a mandarin was). If the
warrant officer accepted a bribe he will be imprisoned for life; however, if the damage to
the army is not so serious his punishment will be reduced. Whistleblowers will be
rewarded depending on the severity of the case” (Nguyén Ngoc Nhuan, 2011, p.89).

Regulations on binding conscription were available at any time; due to the lack of
source material, the author has analysed only a few specific regulations of the Later Lé
Dynasty. However, it should be affirmed that it is these military service regulations that
contributed significantly to the mobilisation of soldiers, especially in the context of the
country facing the threat of invasion. This policy became increasingly effective and was a
prerequisite for military activity, making an important contribution to ensuring victory in
battles and the strength of the Pai Viét monarchies in the 10" to the 15" centuries.

2.4. Army rank organisation

The organisation of military ranks through the ages shows how soldiers were organised
by the State into armies.

11 The offenders who were to be lashed were called t6i truong or truong hinh.
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During the Pinh Dynasty in the fifth year of Thai Binh (974), King Dinh Tién Hoang
designated the army into to ten dao (corps), each dao consisting of ten quan (divisions),
each quan consisting of ten /i (regiments), each /i consisting of ten ¢t (battalions), each tot
consisting of ten ngii (platoons), and one ngii consisting of ten soldiers. “Considering this rule,
from one ngu with ten soldiers to one dao with ten quéan, the number of each quéan is 10,000.
The total number of ten corps is 100,000 soldiers. How could enough food and clothing be
provided for 100,000 soldiers? Perhaps at that time the number of soldiers and peasants were
not clearly separated. When required, peasants were mobilised to become soldiers, and when
their military assignment finished, they were demobbed and sent back to their farms. Also,
considering the way the soldiers were selectively recruited in the ## trdn (four towns) today,
only the numbers of soldiers were recorded in the register book™ (National History Bureau of
Lé Dynasty, 1993, Vol. 2, pp.212-213; Phan Huy Chu, 2007, p.313). According to author
Nguyén Tudng Phuong, the way the Dinh Dynasty army was organised "was very beneficial
to the resistance against foreign invaders later on” (Nguyén Tuong Phuong, 1950, p.17).

Under the Early L& Dynasty in the Year of Fire Dog (AD 986) during the reign of King
Lé Pai Hanh, the State established a military guard called the Than quan, and all the guards
had the three words “Thién tur qudn™*? (Celestial Emperor soldiers) tattooed on their foreheads.
In the Year of Earth Rat (AD 988), five armies were formed and divided into two divisions
(Phan Huy Chu, 2007, Vol. 2, p.313).

Regarding the military personnel of Ly Dynasty, there were specific regulations as follows:
under the reign of King Ly Thai T6 in the Year of Metal Pig in the second Thuan Thién
year (1011), the State established left and right corps of Tuc xa'3, each formed of 500 soldiers.
In the Year of Wood Buffalo (1025), the army was divided into giap, 15 soldiers for each giap,
and one head of the giap. In the Year of Earth Dragon (1028), King Ly Thai Tong established
ten vé dién tién cam quan (ten corps of the forbidden army): Quang Thanh, Quang Vi,
Ngu Long, Bong Nhat, and Trimg Hai; each corps was divided into left and right, they set up
camp around the forbidden city, and were collectively known as the Ten Corps of Guards.

In the Year of Metal Rabbit (1051), the Tuy xa long'* army was established, and General
Tran Nam was in charge. Under King Ly Thanh Téng (1059), the State established the
military titles: Ngu Long, Vi Théng, Long Duc, Than Dién, Béng Thanh, Bao Théng,
Hung Luogc, and Van Tiép; all were divided into left and right branches and the soldiers also
had the three words Thién tr qudn (Celestial Emperor soldiers) tattooed on their foreheads.
Under Ly Nhan Tong's reign, in the Year of Earth Pig (1119), the able-bodied men from
the six armies of Vii Tiép, Vii Lam, etc., were selected to serve as the Hoa dau (i.e., the cook) in
the Ngoc Giai, Hung Thanh, Bong Nhat, Quang Thanh, and Vii D6 corps, while those in the
lower ranks were assigned as soldiers in the above corps and the Ngu Long corps (National
History Bureau of L& Dynasty, 1993, Vol. 1, pp.247, 252, 269, 272, 290).

12 During the Ly, Tran, and Lé Dynasties, the rule of forbidden troops being tattooed with words on
foreheads, abdomen, and thighs started in this period.

13 Tc xa: probably the king's charioteers, as well as the king's guards, consisting of the left ones and the right ones.
14 Tuy xa long: army attending the king's chariot.
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According to Phan Huy Chu's comment, “the early military system of the Ly Dynasty
basically imitated the defence mode of the Tang Dynasty’s army and the rule of imperial army
and semi-regular army of the Song Dynasty, attaching great importance to the trusted army,
also called the forbidden army”. The mode of army management was ‘“‘consistent with the
meaning of ngu binh w néng - BEFE" (YU bing yi néng). The Vietnamese History of
Judgments of Ngo6 Thi Si reads: “The soldier regime of the Ly Dynasty... was that once a
month, they were mobilised into co ngii (a grassroots military unit) and when their service
expired, they returned to their home village to work in the fields. The army did not have to pay
them wages, etc. There was no cost of feeding and clothing soldiers, and this was an effective
way of utilising soldiers' power which was also a good system” (Ng6 Thi Si, 1960, p.127).

Under the Tran Dynasty, when King Tran Thai Tong first ascended the throne, he organised
the troops into the corps of T& Thién, Tt Thanh, and Tt Than. The troops taken from the
two provinces of Thién Truong and Long Hung were assigned to the armies of Thién Thudc,
Thién Cuong, Chuong Thanh, and Cung Than; the troops taken from the prefecture of
Hong Khoai'® were assigned to the army of Td Hiru thanh duec (the regular trained elite army
of Tran Dynasty, the name means Pair of God Wings); those from the provinces of Trudng
Yén and Kién Xuong were assigned to the armies of Thanh Dyc and Than Séch. The
remaining troops were divided into three ranks and added to the forbidden army and the #rgo
nhi (i.e. the rowing soldiers - a separate elite category).

Under the reign of King Tran Thénh Téng in the Year of Fire Rabbit (1267), the State set up
an army with 30 do, each @ consisted of 80 soldiers. When war broke out, the military ranks
adapted for wartime. In the Year of Wood Monkey (1284) in the reign of King Tran Nhan Tong,
both aristocrats and royal family members joined the army and commanded their troops.
Commander-in-chief Tran Hung Pao commanded the army corps on the fronts of Hai Dong
and Van Tra, Ba Biém'6. Prince Hung Vii Tran Qudc Nghién, Prince Minh Hién Tran Québc Udt,
Prince Hung Nhuong Tran Qudc Tang and Prince Hung Tri Tran Qubc Hién, commanded
200,000 troops from Bang Ha, Na Sam, Tra Huong, Yén Sinh, and Long Nhan'’ to join the
military assembly in Van Kiép, under the command of Tran Hung Dao to fight the Yuan
invaders (National History Bureau of Lé Dynasty, 1993, Vol. 2, pp.36, 51). Huge forces
were mobilised. According to statistics from Phan Huy Chd, in the early period, the

15 Hong Khodi including Hong Chau belonging to Hai Duong, and Khoai Chau belonging to Son Nam.

16 Hai Pong: namely Yén Bang, now Quang Ninh; Van Tra, Ba Diém: in the territory of Hai Duong today.

17 Bang Ha: in the territory of former district of Thanh Ha, in the territory of Hai Duong province today and a
part in the territory of Tién Lang district, Hai Phong. Na Sam: In the Imperially Ordered Annotated Text
Completely Reflecting the History of Viét records that Na Ngan, then Luc Ngan district, Bic Giang. We cannot
correctly locate Tra Huong, it may be either in the old Nam Sach Giang province (now Thuy Tra village, Nam
Trung commune, Nam Séach district, Hai Duong province, or in old Nghi Duong, Kién Thuy, Hai Duong
(now in Thuy Huong, Kién Thuy, Hai Phong). Author can only guess that Yén Sinh is the place that is now
An Sinh commune in Dong Triéu (Quang Ninh). And Long Nhan: now is Phugng Nhén district, Bac Giang.
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number of Tran Dynasty troops was 2,400 people for each legion, and the number of
guards and forbidden troops from various provinces numbered less than 100,000 people.

However, in the years of the Thiéu Bdo era (1279 to 1285), under the reign of King
Tran Nhan Téng, it was possible to mobilise this large number of troops to fight the enemy
because the State consulted the household registration books in order to recruit all the able-
bodied men into the army. However, these were only troops from some southeastern
provinces, and recruitment did not yet cover the provinces from Thanh Hoa southwards. That
is why the king had a saying: “BFEEBE A, HEEMETEE (Coi Ké cuu sw qudn tu
ky/ Hoan Dién do ton thdp van qudn) - You must remember the old event of Kuaiji'® , there
are still 100,000 soldiers left in Hoan Dién. This is enough to know that the army at that time
was very powerful. In general, in peacetime the troops would wait in ambush for the enemy
in strategic locations, and when an invasion broke out they would do their best to resist. In
the Tran Dynasty, all strong and healthy men were soldiers, so they were able to destroy the
evil enemy and make the country strong” (Phan Huy Chu, 2007, pp.315-316; National
History Bureau of Nguyén Dynasty, 2007, pp.446-447). Ngo Thi Si (1960) also affirmed
that during the Tran Dynasty, “all the able-bodied young men are soldiers of the country”.

From the reign of King Trin Anh Téng onwards, more military titles continued to be
bestowed?® so it was difficult to count them all, and the number of troops was also very
difficult to determine. To sum up, the Trin Dynasty army was organised into the forbidden

18 Kuaiji: Yue King Goujian (#E &1 - Yuéwang Ju Jian) was defeated by Wu King Fuchai (R E K% —
Wuwang Fiicha) and had to surrender to him and was allowed to keep the land of Kuai ji to restore his country.

19 During the reign of King Tran Anh Téng, the sixth year of Hung Long (1298), the King placed military titles of
Chén thirong do, Thiy da soa dé and Chdn kim dé, having such letters as "E 4" (Zhenjin) tattooed on the
foreheads of troops. The 19" year of Hung Long era (1311), the King placed the military title of Toan kim cuong
do, also having the three words tattooed on the foreheads according to the rule of Chdn thuong dé. In the imperial
guards, it was according to the old regime of the Ly Dynasty, but the Ly Dynasty imitated the regime of the Five
Dynasties. In the 21% year of the Hung Long era (1313), the King re-approved the military ranks, changed the Vi Tigp
army into the Thiét ngach army. Under the reign of King Tran Minh Téng, in the first year of Pai Khanh (1315),
the King placed the title of Phu lién army, called Long vé fizéng. In the seventh year of Pai Khanh (1320), the King
changed Phu lién army into the Khdu ma army. During the reign of King Tran Dy Téng, in the fourth year of
Thiéu Phong (1344), the King placed 20 regiments of Phong doan in provinces to chase thieves and robbers. In the
ninth year of the Thiéu Phong era (1349), the King established Van Ddon town, set up Binh hai quén (i.e., Marine
Defense Navy) to guard. During the reign of King Dué Tong, in the second year of Long Khanh era (1374), the
King placed additional titles of Uy tiép, B&o tiép, Long dyc, Than duc, Bién hau, Long tiép, Ta ban, and Hiru ban
armies. Black letters were tattooed on the foreheads of these troops. Thién Truong, Béc Giang, Thanh Hda, Nghé An,
Hoéa Chau, Thuan Chau, and Lam Binh all established their military titles, with a company captain and a deputy
company commander as commander's ranks. During the reign of King Tran Phé Dé, in the second Xwong Phu
year (1378), the King added the military titles of Than duc, Thién uy, Thanh duc, Hoa ngach, Thi vé, Thién truong,
and Than vii armies. The King also established the post of superintendent staffed by a top guard. Again, the King
established the title of Thiét thuong, Thiét gip, Thiét liém, Thiét hd, and O db armies, all of which had the position of
military commander staffed by a martial general (Phan Huy Chy, 2007, Vol. 2, pp.315-317).
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army and provincial corps. The forbidden army consisted of a number of quéan, each quan had
30 do, each d6 had 80 people including Tt Thién, T¢ Thanh, and Tu Thﬁp (established
by King Tran Thai Tong); Vi Ti¢p and Thiét Ngach (established by King Tran Anh Tong);
Uy Ti¢p, Bao Tiép, Long Duc, Long Ti¢p, Ta Ban, and Hiru Ban (established by King
Tran Dué Tong); and Théan Duc, Thién Uy, Hoa Ngach, Thi v¢, Than Vi, Thiét Thuong,
Thiét Giap, Thiét Liém, Thiét HS, and O D6 (established by King Tran Phé DBé). The corps
of imperial guards consisted of Chdn thuong do, Thuy da soa do, Chan kim do, Toan Kim
cwong dé, and Phu lién dé.

In the localities, the provinces had troops. Each province had 20 @6 Phong doan to catch
thieves and robbers. These included corps such as Thién Thudc, Thién Cuong, Chuong Thanh,
and Cing Than (belonging to Son Nam province); Ta Thanh Dyc and Hiru Thanh Dyc
(belonging to Hai Duong province); Thanh Duc and Than Sach (belonging to the provinces of
Thanh Hoa and Son Nam up north, established by King Tran Thanh Tong); and Binh hai quan
(belonging to Yén Quang province, established by King Trdn Du Téng). Those corps in the
provinces of Thién Truong, Bic Giang, Thanh Hoéa, Nghé An, Lam Binh, and Thuan Hoéa
(established by King Tran Dué Tong) held the positions of company captain and company
vice-captain).

During the H6 Dynasty, the army was divided into North and South divisions, with 12 vé,
and the East and West rear armies divided into eight v¢, each vé consisted of 18 d@gi, each doi
consisted of 18 people. The great army consisted of 30 @i, the middle army consisted of 20
doi, dinh consisted of 15 doi, each doan consisted of ten doi, and the forbidden army
consisted of five doi. The general had overall command. The number of troops in the 12
North and South vé was 4,320 people, the eight East and West vé had 2,820 people, of which
the great army had 540 people and the middle army had 360 people. The State established
two vé of Thién Nguu and Phing Than, belonging to the Long Tiép army, and jointly
established the positions of navy admiral and infantry commander. In addition, local
military forces were temporarily put under the command of people holding titles. The
State recruited fugitives to be brave soldiers, and established the positions of Thién ho
and Bdach ho® to govern (Phan Huy Chii, 2007, pp.317-318).

During the resistance war against the Ming invaders, Lé Loi built an army with Thiét
dot troops, divided into middle, front, rear, left, and right branches, with the function of
general marching, and established 14 vé including: Thiét Pot, Kim Ngd, Ngoc Kiém,
Phung Than, Xa Ky, Cau Kiém, Thién Nguu, Phung Thanh, Trang S, Than Vii, Du NJ,
Than Ty, Vii Lam, Thién Uy, and Nhii Uy. Each vé included ranks of the top-ranking
general, the lieutenant general, the general, and the military commander (ER3E4E1$), hda dau
(position in the army responsible for cooking) and %oa thu (a small title in the army). The
army had strength of 250,000 troops. However, after the victory against the Ming
invaders, the Later L& Dynasty sent 150,000 soldiers to work in the fields, retaining only
100,000 in the army; armies were set up for five fronts: East, West, South, North, and
Hai Tay; the six divisions of royal guards included Ngur tién vii si, Ngu tién trung ta hiku tién

2 Thién hg, Bach h¢ are titles in the army.
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hdu qudn, Thanh dwc qudn, Phing thanh qudn, Chan 16i qudn, Bdo vmg qudn, and an
additional division of Nguw tién vii dgi. From the reign of King L& Nhan Téng onwards, the
addition or reduction of military titles continued?, but basically the five regular armies
remained unchanged.

From the time of King L€ Thanh Tong, the military organisation was becoming increasingly
more complete with 12 Embroidered Uniform Guard ($82% % - Jinywei - Cam y vé) (called
than quan), the chief military commissions in charge of the armies, and the Hanh d6 ty in
districts to manage the security guards. Approximately 5,600 people served in a vé, 2,120
served in a so thién hg, and 120 serve in a so bach hg.” With efficient organisation of the
army, the regime of ngu binh w néng with its flexible system, reviewed every three years,
had a large reserve force of troops which could be mobilised in times of need. Therefore,
when fighting against the Champa and Bén Man (2% - Pén man), the State mobilised as
many as 260,000 or 300,000 marines and ground forces. Complete Annals of Dai Viét recorded
the event in November of the Year of Metal Tiger (1470) when King Lé Thanh Tong
personally went into battle against the Champa, bringing 260,000 elite soldiers with him.
On 7 February in the Year of Metal Rabbit (1471), the King led more than 1,000 warships
and more than 700,000 elite soldiers to the two estuaries of Tan Ap and Cyu Toa (National

2L In the sixth year of Thai Hoa (1448), the number of generals of the guards was reduced. For the king's guards,
there used to be eight for each squad, now there were only two. For the special troops, formerly there were four for
each squad, now there were only two for each squad. In the seventh year of Thai Hoa (1449), the army of Hoa
dong changed into the armies of Than 16i and Than dién; the army of Thién chgo changed into the armies of Hdi
dong, Hai ma, Hdi kinh, and Hdi diéu; and the army of Bat ndo changed into the army of Hdi cot army. In the
seventh year of Quang Thuan (1466), King L& Thanh Téng set up the five provincial armies of: (i) Trung quéan phu
army to cover Thanh Hda and Nghé An provinces; (ii) Déng qudn phu to cover Hai Duong and Yén Bang
provinces; (iii) Nam quéan phu to cover Son Nam, Thuan Héa, and Quang Nam provinces; (iv) Tay quan phu
to cover Tam Giang and Hung Hoa; and (v) Bac quan phu to cover Kinh Bic and Lang Son (provinces of
Thai Nguyén, Tuyén Quang were put under the cover of quan Phung truc). Each army was placed under the
command of the provincial military commander, with positions from left and right deputy military commander and
below (these positions were clearly written in Quan chzc chi - Officials). The King also changed the positions
of Chdnh ngii trirong (squad leader) into Tong ky (squad commander), Phé ngii trueng (deputy squad leader) into
Tiéu tong ky (deputy squad commander), Dgi si into Quan lgi. In the first year of Hong Biic (1470), the king
established the titles of Kim ngd and Cam Y guard armies. Cam Y had Binh ma and Nghi vé corps. The king
also established four Hiéu lic guard corps, four Than vii guard corps, all with front, back, left, and right arms,
six vé (guard corps) Pi¢n tien including branches of Vi Idm, Tuyén trung, Thién uy, Thiy quan, Than séch, and
Ung thién, four vé Tuan neong (elephant regiments), and four vé Ma nhan (horse regiments). In the 215 year
(1490), the two branches of Kim ngd va Cdm Y guard corps were established. Troops Diing si in vé Cam Y
from ty Luc si to ty Ky bai, with a total of 20 ty; troops Vi s7 in vé Kim ngd, from ty Luc si to ty Than ty,
together with guards from front, middle, left, right, and rear, with a total of 100 ty. Also vé Than vii and Dién tien
were established. They were all troops in charge of guarding the inside. As for the towns outside, there were
guards of the local corps, each corps consisting of five regiments, 20 battalions, each battalion consisting of 20
people. (Phan Huy Chu, 2007, Vol. 2, pp.319-320).
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History Bureau of L& Dynasty, 1993, Vol. 2, pp.441, 448). The above statistics show the
State’s effectiveness in recruiting and mobilising a large number of soldiers during the
Later Lé Dynasty.

2.5. Remuneration regime

- Salary and tax regime

The remuneration regime for soldiers was reflected in the rules for recruiting soldiers and
granting subsidies, and the government's policy on tax obligations of people in active service.
Under the Ly Dynasty, each year the State granted ten bundles of rice to members of the
forbidden army. On 7 January, each person was given three quan and one small piece of
cloth. During the Lunar New Year festival, soldiers were given food, including banh tay (i.e.,
similar banh chung - sticky cake but in a round shape), fish, fish sauce, and sticky rice.
Salaries were paid in the form of plain rice. Part-time soldiers did not receive a salary, so they
were deployed on a rotation basis. When their term of duty ended, they were allowed to return
home to continue farming the land, which was the policy of ngu binh w néng in practice.

Following the Ly Dynasty, the Trin Dynasty provided annual allowances for the
imperial soldiers, but the amounts are unknown. Soldiers of all armies took it in turns to
work in the fields to save on army wages (Phan Huy Cht, 2007, p.342).

Under the Later Lé Dynasty, when L& Loi rose up and recruited able-bodied men in the
provinces of Thanh Hoa, Ngh¢ An, Tan Binh, and Thuan Hoéa, any family with three men
would send one of them to join the army. These families were exempted from paying taxes
for three years. According to Recording of Legal Dictionary of Six Ministries of L& Dynasty,
when recruiting soldiers, the Later L& Dynasty determined the rations (i.e., salaries) based
on a soldier’s height, as follows:

- Those who were four thuéc four tic five phan or taller would be recruited into the
army with a salary of 15-14 quan;

- Those who were four thuée three tdc five phan or taller would be recruited into the
army with a salary of 13 quan;

- Those who were four thude three tdc four phan tall would be recruited into the army
with a salary of 12 quan;

- Those who were four thuée two tdc five phan tall would be selected to join the fleet of
war boats with a salary of nine quan;

- Those who were four thuréc one tdc tall would be selected to join the fleet of war boats
with a salary of eight quan;

- Those who were four thuede five tdc tall would be chosen to join the war elephant troops; and

- The height of marines was five phan shorter than that of the infantry.

With the detailed and specific records of Recording of Legal Dictionary of Six Ministries of
Lé Dynasty, it is possible to know the exact salary regime of soldiers during the Later L& Dynasty.
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In addition, the Later Lé Dynasty also had a certain preference for families with many
male members. In the Year of Fire Horse (1486), King Lé Thanh Tong issued an order
whereby if fathers, sons, and male siblings accounted for three or more registered in the
same commune’s civil status book then one of them was exempt from military service. If
they were living in another commune or district, they would not be exempt (National History
Bureau of Lé Dynasty, 1993, Vol. 2, p.499).

- Regulation on priorities for descendants of mandarins

According to historical records and regulations, under the Ngo, Pinh, Early L¢, and Ly
Dynasties, the State did not have clear regulations on key personnel such as mandarins and
their descendants, and the common people. From the Later L& Dynasty onwards, when the
centralised state was strongly developed, this policy was institutionalised and clarified. In
the Year of Wood Tiger (1434), King L& Thai Tong ordered Lé Sét to recruit soldiers from
all walks of life with the stipulation that all the sons of military and civil mandarins from
the sixth to ninth grades would be recruited, while the students of Quéc Ti Gidm (Imperial
Academy), public and private servants living in the houses of mandarins as a favour
granted by the king were exempt from military service. One of the three sons of those
families of soldiers and of common people would be exempt from military service
(National History Bureau of Nguyén Dynasty, 2007, p.864). In the Year of Fire Horse
(1486), King Lé Thanh Tong stipulated that children of military and civil mandarins of the
first and the second grades; the eldest son of third grade mandarins; and grandsons of
dukes, marquises, and earls who were illiterate would be recruited to soldiers of
Embroidered Uniform Guard. Sons of the third grade mandarins and the sons of mandarins
of the fourth, fifth, sixth, seventh, and eighth grades who did not study or could not read
would be recruited as Vii ldm guards. Two sons of mandarins of the ninth grade were given
the same privileges as those of eighth grade mandarins, while the other sons had the same
obligations as the common people. Paternal grandsons of seventh grade mandarins and
below would be conscripted into the army as was the case with the common people
(National History Bureau of Lé Dynasty, 1993, Vol. 2, pp.312, 499). King L€ Thanh Tong
also issued a decree in the Year of Metal Tiger (1470) stipulating that those sons and
grandsons of mandarins who were young and well built but who still evaded conscription,
had to serve in the local government office as guards and their fathers were dismissed from
office (National History Bureau of L& Dynasty, 1993, Vol. 2, p.441).

In the section “System of Competitive Examinations” in the book Collection of
Some Stories What One Sees and Hears, Lé Quy Pon depicted the actual situation in King
Lé Thanh Tong's reign. There was a rule where the eldest grandsons of the mandarins
holding the titles of duke, marquis, earl, viscount, and baron, and the eldest sons of the
military and civil mandarins of the first, second and third grades were appointed to the
position of tan quan (an honourable position) of the third, fourth, fifth, sixth, seventh, and
eighth grades. All young, handsome, and studious men had the opportunity to study for three
years at the Sung van institution. Those men who were older and not well educated but who
wanted to practice martial arts, would be taught by Embroidered Uniform Guard soldiers each
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day to practice archery, shields, etc., in the west of the citadel for a period of three years. By
the lunar calendar month of December of the third school year, the mandarin judges would
review the outcome of the training, the academic mandarins would complete all the paperwork
for the Ministry of Defence to consider and determine who could pass the examinations. The
successful candidates would be appointed to the positions of martial arts officers of various
ranks. Lé Quy Don clearly showed the reality: “The sons and grandsons of the high-ranking
mandarins do not need to go through thi huong (a Confucian first-degree examination at
provincial level) or thi hoi (a Confucian second-degree examination organised at the capital),
but automatically have a straight path to becoming a mandarin”. He used the example of
Triét, Nguyén Truc’s son, following this path to the position of Lai bo thuong thu
(GEERA1ZE - Minister of Personnel) (Lé Quy Dén, 1977, pp.91-92). In fact, this was a
relatively special way of military recruitment and shows the privilege the descendants of
mandarins enjoyed under the Hong Pric period.

- Treatment of those who were educated and passed competitive examinations
organised by the government

Under the L& Dynasty, in order to encourage education, the State promulgated a number
of regulations on the exemption of military service for literate people and especially those
who passed their competitive examinations with high distinction. In the Year of the Rabbit
(1483), King Lé Thanh Tong issued an edict saying that people and military officers, those
who passed the first three rounds of #4i huong would become sinh do (44 - Shéng ta -
high-school graduates), and if they passed four rounds of i hwong, they would be allowed
to become students in Tang Qudng dwong as per the old rule. If they did not pass any round
of the thi hwong, they had to enlist in the army. If they passed one round they would be
ordinary citizens and had to perform their duties as usual. Those students of Tang Qudng
dwong who did not pass the i hoi had to enlist in the army. In the years of the Thai Hoa
era (1443 to 1453) under King L& Nhan Téng's reign, the court ordered literate people to
sit the exam. If they were successful, they would take the 4i héi at the Lé B¢ (Ministry of
Rites) and were exempt from military service (L€ Quy Pon, 1977, p.89).

In the Year of Fire Horse (1486), King Lé Thanh Tong allowed those employees who were
literate and who obtained approval from the local Administration Commissioner's Office to be
exempt from joining the army (National History Bureau of L& Dynasty, 1993, Vol. 2, pp.486,
499). This was a relatively special factor in the conscription regime that existed only in the
Later Leé Dynasty without distinguishing the status of people from the lower social classes.
This not only shows the uniqueness of the recruitment of soldiers under Lé Thanh Tong's
reign, but also proves that the dynasty especially valued education and learned people.

2.6. Regulations for mandarins performing task of recruiting soldiers

In addition to the requirements for civilians, the State also promulgated specific
regulations for those in charge of recruiting soldiers. According to historical records, legal
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and normative documents, there is a common factor that appeared from the Later Lé
Dynasty that regulations for mandarins who recruited soldiers were clearly recorded in the
Criminal Law of National Court, which was the most important legal document of the
Later Lé Dynasty. The content of commendation and rewards for mandarins who
successfully completed their recruitment work was not found, while the penalties imposed
on violators were very clear and specific, showing that the law gave a very strong warning
and was a deterrent. Article 26 of the Chapter Qudn chinh (B X Junzhéng - Military
Administration) stipulated that those who had to issue draft papers but failed to do so, or
saw that something was inappropriate but did not report it immediately, would face
demotion of three levels (t6i biém ba tw). If they handed out draft papers by mistake, they
would face demotion of four levels (¢3i biém bon tir). A very serious matter would be dealt
with accordingly (Nguyén Ngoc Nhuan, 2011, pp.107-108). If the mandarin tolerated
evasion of military service, the sanction was one level lower than that of a person who did
the evading. Soldiers who faked death or intentionally injured themselves would be sent to
detention. Any mandarin who was in cohorts would be given a sentence of #gi biém or t6i do
(detention), sometimes toi truong (to be sentenced to the lash or the cane), or other
penalties, depending on the seriousness of the matter. That is the content of Article 31 of the
Chapter “Military Administration” and Article 11 of the Chapter “Fraud” (§E{& - Cha wéi)
in the Criminal Law of National Court (Nguyén Ngoc Nhuan, 2011, pp.109, 169).

During the recruitment process, the person who was obliged to recruit had to carry out
their duties strictly and in accordance with the state's recruitment regulations. In case of
wrongdoing, the following specific penalties would be applied for each person and level of
violation. Those commune officials who did not recruit the first- and second-class men but
who recruited very unfit men for the army would be punished with serve as khao dinh? (to
serve in the barracks); if wrongdoing was committed with two to five recruits, they would
be punished with z5i do (harsh public labour and service) or t6i luu (to be banished); and if
wrongdoing was committed with six to nine recruits, they would be punished with #5i gido
(to be garrotted). If commune officials in charge did not recruit third-class men but
recruited pusillanimous men for the army, with one man they would be punished with biém
ba twr (demotion of three levels); with three men they would be punished with serve as
khao dinh; with four to ten men they would be punished with i @6 or lieu; and with 11
men or more they would be punished with #gi gido. Local district officials would be
punished with an offence of two levels lower. If any districts concealed many able-bodied
young men, the district mandarins would be punished with 6i biém; and if they caused
obstruction and hid the men, they would be punished with ¢4i d6 or lwu. A healthy man
who bribed or pleaded to avoid serving in the army was guilty of a serious offence; the
person who received a bribe was charged with the same serious offence as the briber; the

22 Khao dinh: a penalty whereby those officials having committed wrongdoing had to serve in the barracks.

“Khao” means reward, a reward for the barracks to use such services.
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person who helped others avoid enlisting in the army was guilty of an offence of two levels
lower; while the true whistleblower would be rewarded accordingly.

If after recruiting soldiers their placement was not in accordance with the regulations,
those responsible also faced the penalties specified in Article 73 of the Chapter on
“Violations” (Breaking the law), i.e.: when supplementing the army, if the generals did not
correctly place the new recruits (meaning having to use military merit, martial arts, and the
ranks at the parade as guidance), they would be punished with ¢3i biém or removed from
their posts. If they accepted a bribe while carrying out their duty, they would be charged
with more offences; the official in charge who did not know about the wrongdoing was
fined 10 quan while his subordinate would be punished with 50 lashes and biém mét tu. If
they changed the placement that had already been set by the superior generals, they would
be punished with 7gi do; and if the official in charge did not know about the wrongdoing,
he would be fined 30 quan.

The Later L& Dynasty had specific regulations on the discharge and replacement of
soldiers. Accordingly, those mandarins in charge who did not fulfil their duty on time would
be punished at different levels depending on the seriousness of the violation. Article 28 in
Chapter “Military Administration” stipulated that until the time when the soldiers took
turns, the defence command governor would be punished if he let the turns overrun
according to the following levels: for one day overdue the fine would be 30 quan, for three
days overdue they would face biém ba nr; and for a longer period the punishments would
be more serious. Those defence command governors who improperly commanded or
ordered the soldiers to run away, or those who took money to make things difficult for
soldiers, would be punished with tgi biém, téi dé or téi luu; while more serious wrongdoings
would be met with harsher punishments (Nguyén Ngoc Nhuan, 2011, pp.88, 108).

2.7. Some policies to support military service regime

- Policy on establishing civil status books and managing village inhabitants

A number of previous studies considered the registration of civil status books and
management of village inhabitants as a part of the process of recruiting soldiers (Lé Pinh Sy,
1995, p.146; Vietnam Military History Institute, 2020, Vol. 4, pp.121-125, Vol. 5, pp.309-319).
However, the author realises that compiling civil status books was only a policy to support
the military service regime. The relationship between registration of civil and military
status is undeniable; however, drawing up civil status books cannot be classified within
military service regime because the former falls under administrative management. This
policy not only had the effect of supporting good management of the village population,
serving as a base for mobilising manpower when it was time to recruit soldiers, but also
made it convenient for the State to collect rents, taxes, and manage land distribution.

Compiling civil status books was an effective method that helped the Pai Viét monarchies
in the 10" to the 15" centuries oversee the village inhabitants in general and those of a
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certain age to serve in the military in particular. Thus, historically, this work was done
relatively early. According to Ng6 Thi Si, under the Ly Dynasty, the State conducted a
census whereby those of 18 years-of-age had their names recorded in the hoang sdch (yellow
cover book) and they were called hoang nam (teenagers). Inhabitants aged 20 years old and
above were called dai hoang nam (young adult) (National History Bureau of Lé Dynasty,
1993, Vol. 2, p.263). This is considered “the human resource of the state's soldiers” (Institute
of Vietnam Military History, 2020, p.128). In the Year of Metal Dog (1010) when he had
just ascended the throne and moved the capital from Hoa Lu to Pai La, King Ly Thai T
issued a decree for fugitives to return to their former home villages (National History Bureau
of L& Dynasty, 1993, Vol. 1, p.242) in order to manage the local population and actively
garner support for the state’s military service regime.

In the Year of Water Rabbit (1243), King Tran Thai Téng ordered the district
mandarins to draw up civil status books within two months (National History Bureau of Lé
Dynasty, 1993, Vol. 2, p.19).

Under the H6 Dynasty, King H6 Quy Ly once asked the mandarins: “How can | get
100,000 troops to fight the North?”. Military Affairs Commissioner Hoang Hbi Khanh gave
opinions and proceeded to compile civil status books. By April of the Year of Metal Snake
(1401), under the reign of King H6 Héan Thuong, the registration of these books was
implemented throughout the country, all entries were recorded in them for people aged two
years and older and the current number was taken as the actual number; people in exile were
not allowed to be listed in such books. At the same time, the State issued a notice to expel all
Kinh ethnic people from the border areas returning them to their home villages. When the
books were completed, the number of people aged 15 to 60 years old increased manifold
compared to previously (National History Bureau of Lé Dynasty, 1993, Vol. 2, p.201).

Under the Lé Dynasty, the state drew up civil status books in the Years of Metal
Monkey (1440) and of Wood Dog (1454). In the Year of Metal Tiger (1470), the State
“determined the review of civil status books whereby they were updated every three
years, and called fiéu dién (little event), and every six years and called dai dién (big
event). The State sent two military and civil mandarins of each class to different localities
to set up a military recruitment establishment to review the village inhabitants, and
divide them into classes such as military, militia, civilian, elderly, and the unaided and
abandoned. If a family had three men then one would be assigned to the military class,
one to the militia and the third would be assigned to the civilian class. If a family had
four men, two would be assigned to civilian class. If the family had five to six men or
more, two would be assigned to the military class and one of them would be assigned to
the militia class to be mobilised by the army in times of need. The military class was
declared separately as were the elderly and disabled classes. The adventurous who had
escaped were omitted from such books. Village inhabitants would be listed accordingly
when they reached the age of 18 years old. Strong men were recruited as soldiers first.
Then other men were recruited into the militia, and stayed at home to work in the fields.
When the old and weak soldiers were discharged, they were replaced by the militia
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according to an established order. The mandarins in charge just checked the books in
order to recruit the required number of soldiers”.

Historian Phan Huy Cha commented that: “The method of recruiting soldiers in the
years of Hong Dtrc was very clear and it has been thought through”, so all the names of
village inhabitants were listed in the civil status books, making it possible to mobilise
many soldiers and at the same time make the inhabitants feel at ease (Phan Huy Chu, 2007,
Vol. 2, p.337).

- Prohibition of buying, selling and concealing village inhabitants

In the Year of Water Goat (1043), King Ly Thai Tong issued an edict to inform the
public of the state's regulations which stated that every three officials had to be a guarantor
for one person; if any one of the three hid a man who was subject to military service? then
all three would be punished. Anyone who sold a man into becoming a house servant who
was subject to military service, would be punished with 100 lashes and tattooed with 20
words on his face. If the transaction was not completed but the man had already started
working as a house servant, then the mastermind behind this would also be punished with
100 lashes and tattooed with ten words in his face. Anyone who knew about the case but
who still bought the man would be punished at one level lower (National History Bureau
of Lé Dynasty, 1993, Vol. 1, pp.263-264). The Abridged Chronicles of Dai Viét records
that in the Year of Fire Buffalo (1157), King Ly Anh Tong issued a decree to promulgate a
number of new rules and regulations, including: "The powerful families/mandarins are not
allowed to accept all kinds of common people living/working within their houses”
(Abridged Chronicles of Dai Viét, 2005, p.149).

Under the Tran Dynasty, the State had a policy against people who violated the rules on
hiding men who were subject to military service. Complete Annals of Pai Viét records the
case of Tran Thi Kién showing that the Tran Dynasty applied a form of punishment to the
court mandarins who violated the regulation. This was as follows: in the Year of Metal Buffalo
(1301) Tran Thi Kién was appointed as the Tham tri chinh sw (B%1EZE - Can zhi zhéngshi -
Deputy Prime Minister). Before that, when Tran Thi Kién was Gian Nghi dai phu
(FREE K k- an official holding the role of critic to the king), he was accused of hiding men
who were subject to military service, so he was dismissed. However, the King thought it
was not intentional, so this order was issued (National History Bureau of Lé Dynasty,
1993, Vol. 2, p.86).

In April in the Year of Metal Snake (1401), King HO Héan Thuong brought in
restrictions on family servants, whereby mandarin could only have a certain number
according their given ranks and titles, and they had to pay five quan for each servant.

23 According to Ngd Thi Si, under the Ly Dynasty, when village inhabitants reached the age of 18 years old,
their names were recorded in the “hodng sdch” (yellow cover book), called “hoang nam”; men aged 20 years
or older were called “dgi hoang nam”. Those who raised private servants could only raise people who did not
reach the age of “hoang nam”.
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Those who deserved to have family servants had to present a will that granted them the
right to have servants for three generations. Foreign servants were not subject to this rule.
All the family servants had to be tattooed with prescribed signs on their foreheads to mark
and distinguish to which master they belonged (National History Bureau of Lé Dynasty,
1993, Vol. 2, p.201).

Under the Later Lé Dynasty, the regulations were very strict and the main target persons
were mandarins and aristocrats. Articles 70, 71, and 72 of the Chapter on “Violations” of
the Criminal Law of National Court state:

Avrticle 70: those administrators who arbitrarily employ men who evade military service
and lie that they are soldiers or guests to conceal their private work in the house, shall be
punished with biém hai e and removed from their posts, taxes due shall be paid by the
offender who secretly employs the evaders and by the evaders themselves. The taxes
collected shall be surrendered to the public budget. The evaders then must be enlisted into
the army or return home to join the militia. If the official in charge asks for approval of the
above fraud, the punishment will be one level more severe. The provincial mandarin who
receives and approves this fraudulent report shall be punished with 5i biém or dismissed,
and his subordinates shall be punished with serve as khao dinh.

Avrticle 71: public service officials who arbitrarily bring other people's servants to serve
as their own servants shall be punished with biém ba tw, and arrears and wages shall be
collected and returned to the former owner.

Acrticle 72: the aristocrats and nobles who arbitrarily tattooed words on the bodies of
villagers who work as their family servants, shall be punished with biém ba tu for each
inhabitant. If the venerable family or a mandarin from the second grade or higher commits
such an offence, a fine of 150 quan shall be imposed. For every five or more inhabitants,
the offence shall be increased by one level, but only up to the t6i biém nam tw and a fine of
500 quan. Penalties imposed on those who do the tattooing shall be one level less severe;
and those who do the tattooing through ignorance are not guilty. The recipient of tattoos
must first serve as twong phwong binh®*, and the person who follows suit must serve as
khao dinh. The tattooed words must be removed, levies shall be imposed on the people
who arbitrarily do the tattooing and the recipient of the tattoos which were surrendered to
the public budget.

According to Article 13 of Chapter “Arresting fugitive criminals” in Criminal Law of
National Court regarding those localities that harbour fugitives and wanderers from other
places, for one person the commune mandarin shall be punished with gi biém, for three
people he shall be punished with #3i d6, for six to ten people he shall be punished with #3i
lueu, Tor 15 people or more he shall be banished to remote areas; and provincial and district
mandarins shall be punished with ¢3i biém or dismissed from office. Fugitives and
vagabonds will be enlisted to work as soldiers serving in the elephant stables, or arrested

2 Tuong phuong binh: soldiers who serve in the elephant stables.
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and sent back to their home villages. They must pay levies as required by law to be
surrendered to the public budget. Collection of Legal National Books records: on 7
November in the 13" year of Hong Dirc (1482), a ban was issued stating: “In the regions
where the rich estate owners have deceitful servants among them, who harbour runaway
soldiers and housemaids, etc. they shall be arrested and handed over to the authorities for
punishment”, with the cooperation of Hién ty and Pé ty (Law Enforcement Authorities) to
deal with complicated cases (Nguyén Ngoc Nhuan, 2011, pp.87-88, 195, 294). Thus, based
on each degree of violation, the state applies appropriate sanctions to ensure that villagers
are not traded like goods, and at the same time the ban on concealing inhabitants will help
the State to better manage the number of male inhabitants, which is closely related to the
annual recruitment of soldiers by the State.

- Military service as a penalty

In addition to the penalties prescribed by law, under the Vietnamese monarchies, there
was a punishment for the wrongdoer to serve as a soldier in the army of the State. However,
in order to be translated into law and have specific regulations, it was not until the Later Lé
Dynasty that it became a rule in the proper sense of the word. Previously it was just a set
rule. Those mandarins and descendants of mandarins who committed wrongdoings were
also conscripted. In the Year of Metal Rabbit (1471), King Lé Thanh Tong issued a decree
that if the father or the grandfather was guilty and removed from his position, his sons or
grandsons had to serve as soldiers in that district. Those mandarins who dressed casually
and not in their court clothes, evaded their responsibility outside the gates, or were absent
at roll call, had to enlist in the army on the first and fifteenth days of the lunar month and at
great festivals. Regarding officials who did not fulfil their duties, if they were lazy,
infamous, despicable, and incapable, if they were descendants of meritorious officials, then
they would be removed from their posts and returned to ordinary civilian working life. If
they were descendants of commoners, they would be dismissed and enlisted into the army.
In the Year of Metal Buffalo (1481), the King issued a decree stating that when the
mandarins in prefectures and districts harrassed the inhabitants for 5 quan or more, they
shall be dealt with by law enforcement authorities according to the law; if they harrassed
for 4 quan or less, they shall be removed from their posts and conscripted into the army as
in the case of corrupt officials. In the Year of Fire Goat (1487), the State regulated that any
corrupt official would, according to the previous order, be removed from their posts and
enlisted into the army in Quang Nam province (National History Bureau of L& Dynasty,
1993, Vol. 2, pp.457, 473, 485, 502).

When it came to prisoners, the penalty of conscription was specified in the Year of
Wood Horse (1474). Those sentenced to detention in the local region would be conscripted
for Thang Hoa corp, those in the outer regions would be conscripted for Tu Nghia corp,
while those in the far provinces would be conscripted for Hoai Nhan corp. Those who were
spared death would also be enlisted for Hoai Nhan corp.

Concerning students of the three communes (including: Thuong xd, Trung xd and Ha xd)
who were scattered about, the official in charge would punish the offenders and report
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multiple offenders for them to be conscripted into the army. Officers at nha moén (f&7F9-
Yamén) who voluntarily went home would be punished with serve as khao dinh to join the
army. If the chief of the nha mon arbitrarily let them go home, he himself would be fined
ten quan (National History Bureau of Lé Dynasty, 1993, Vol. 2, p.464).

In addition, conscription was also a form of punishment for those who disobeyed the
king's orders. In the Year of Wood Snake (1485), King L& Thanh Tong issued the edict for
provincial, district, and prefecture mandarins regarding respecting rituals and encouraging
agriculture and silk-worm breeding, and clarifying reward and punishment: "For those who
know how to obey and execute effectively, the two offices (Thira ty and Hién ty) will report
for reward. If any officer disrespects his duties, he will be removed from his post and
conscripted into the army” (National History Bureau of L& Dynasty, 1993, Vol. 2, p.497).

The policy of military service as a penalty was not part of the military service regime.
However, it contributed to adding a certain number of soldiers to the army ranks, and
reflected the fact that additional soldiers could be mobilised in addition to selection under
the standard method of recruitment.

3. Conclusion

In the preface to the part Binh ché chi (Records of the Military Regime), the historian
Phan Huy Chu asserts: “The Heaven borns five elements?®, so no one can quit the military
job.” The I-ching (Z#&) states: "Repairing weapons", and the Classic of History (Z#&) says:
“Arrangement of military books”, both implies that weapons and equipment to protect the
country cannot be ignored (Phan Huy Chu, 2007, Vol. 2, p.311).

The history of Vietnam, from the Middle Ages to the modern era, bears the imprint of
war. It has a history of fighting foreign invaders, gaining independence, and defending the
country. Therefore, the issues of weapons and equipment, the army in general, the military
system, and the military service regime in particular are important and have received the
attention of all dynasties and states throughout history. The military service regime is only
a small factor, but through studying the military service regimes of the Pai Viét monarchies in
the 10" to the 15" centuries (centuries of resounding success affirming the strength of the
Pai Viét era), it can be confirmed that it has played an indispensable role in mobilising
forces and building a strong army.

Historically, military service was mandatory, especially in a war-torn country where the
enemy was always lurking. To build a strong country, it is impossible not to build a
powerful military force, capable of defeating the enemy. However, in order to achieve that
goal, the Pai Viét monarchies had to set basic rules for recruiting soldiers. From the Ngo6 to
the Later Lé Dynasties, across five centuries, the monarchical states of Vietnam gradually

2 The military job must use iron and bronze weapons, so the military belongs to the metal element.
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built and perfected the military service regime in terms of regulations on age, physical
conditions, period of military recruitment, and the binding policy of military service duty
of the civilian population. Once having recruited soldiers, monarchical states applied an
appropriate system of rewards and recognition. Remuneration varied from time to time, but
it can be summarised as forming salary, tax exemption, and priority given to the descendants
of mandarins and those who studied diligently and passed competitive examinations. In
order to improve the quality of military recruitment, the State issued specific regulations
for those in charge of recruitment as well as a number of other policies that supported the
military service regime. These included drawing up civil status books; managing male
village inhabitants; banning the selling, buying and concealing of the male inhabitants;
forms of conscription as penalties, etc. It can be seen that such policies were relatively
diverse and covered many aspects.

Research dates back to many centuries ago, and is limited by available source material,
so there are certain aspects that cannot be reviewed, as historian Phan Huy Chu once
affirmed when writing about the military regime: “The previous military regime of our
country was not able to be looked up. Under the Pinh and L& dynasties, the country was
strengthened but the rules and regulations on military service were still fledgling. Under
the Ly and Tran Dynasties, when military ranks and corps were established, rules and
regulations on military service were promulgated more carefully, etc. Then came the time
for the Later L& Dynasty to rise up against foreign invaders in the provinces of Thanh Hoa,
Nghé An, Tan Binh, and Thuan Hoéa. Only upon pacification of Chinese invaders did the
king organise the army to cover the whole country” (Phan Huy Chu, 2007, Vol. 2, p.311).
Through studying the source documents still preserved to this day, we find that the military
regime of the dynasties became clearer and more complete along with the perfection of the
state apparatus, and the political, military and legal systems. Accordingly, the military
service policies of the Later Lé Dynasty were more specific, clearer, and more complete.

In the 10" to the 15" centuries, only the HO Dynasty was defeated by the invaders,
although the number of soldiers mobilised by the State was not insignificant. The Complete
Annals of Pai Viét recorded that after compiling civil status books, the number of troops
vastly increased. Obviously, this defeat was not due to a weak army, but because the
people's hearts and minds were not in it as they were still geared towards the Tran Dynasty
rather than following and supporting the HO Dynasty. As Grand Chancellor H6 Nguyén Trimg
once feared: “Your Majesty, | am not afraid to fight, I am only afraid that people will not
follow and support us!” (National History Bureau of L& Dynasty, 1993, 2, p.211).

The way to recruit young able-bodied men into the army, to replace old and weak soldiers,
to ensure sufficient numbers of soldiers in peacetime, to prepare for and intensify army
mobilisation in times of war were some of the fundamental reasons for the many Dai Viét
victories in the 10" to the 15™ centuries against foreign invaders in the North. The military
service regime also accurately reflects the basic policy of monarchical states on the
tolerance of the people's power (khoan sicc ddan - B R 71- Kuanminli) and the appropriate
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use of such power in each specific context. In peacetime, the kings recruited soldiers to
build up the army, in war time the entire state army, military corps of localities, military
forces of aristocrats and nobles (typically under the Tran Dynasty) and militia forces in
villages were mobilised. These historical lessons have important implications for
subsequent historical periods, thereby contributing to Vietnam's strength in the struggle for
independence and defence of the country.

Note: Translator: Luong Quang Luyén. Language editor: Stella Ciorra.

The article is a part of the ministerial project in 2021-2022 “Lang xd Viét Nam trong sw
nghiép bao vé dat nwée tir thé ky X dén thé ky XV (Vietnam Villages in the Course of
Defending the Country from the 10" to 15" Centuries”. The author would like to thank
Assoc. Prof. Ph.D. Nguyén Minh Tuong (Institute of History), Ph.D. D6 Thu Lan
(University of Languages and International Studies, Vietnam National University, Hanoi)
for their valuable contribution in helping to deal with Sino-Ném issues.
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