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Introduction:

On 12th December, 1948 the General Assembly of the United Nations proclaimed and adopted The Universal Declaration of Human Rights in Palais de Cahillot, Paris, France. Universal Declaration of Human Rights affirmed the essential human rights. It was born after the Second War- the cruelest war in human history. It was the first time human rights were proclaimed clearly. Universal Declaration of Human Rights consists of 30 articles. It was considered as common standard for compiling international agreement, regional agreement, national constitution and laws. The International Bill of Human rights consists of Universal Declaration of Human Rights, International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural rights; International Covenant on Civic and Political rights and two Optional Protocols. In 1966 the General Assembly of the United Nations adopted two above Covenants then completed the International Bill of Human. Universal Declaration of Human Rights is common standard for all nations and all peoples. The spirit of Universal Declararion of Human Rights shall strive by teaching and education to promote respect for human rights of member nations. The last article of Universal Declararion of Human Rights  written that “Nothing in this  Declaration  may be interpreted  as implying for any State, group or person any right to engage in any activity or to perform any act  aimed at the destruction of any of rights and freedoms set forth herein”

It is noted that, for being completed, this Bill has to be compiled and practiced so sometimes we see discrepancies in realizing it. This is reason why we write this article
2- Human rights are nature, transcendence and complicated explanation: 
Human rights are the essential rights of all people, which are recognized and protected by international laws and national laws. Human rights are recognized as common value of mankind and defined on two main aspects. These aspects are moral value (this value manifests in four main aspects: human dignity, social equality, liberty, toleration) and legal value (institutionalized by regulations of international law and national law). On legal aspect, Human rights can be divided into many groups in accordance with two essential parts: rights and the content of rights
Rights

Human rights consist of: 

Individual rights

The rights of groups: are the rights of  individual belonging to social groups basing on some common characteristics as woman, children, handicappeds. refugees, guest workers

The rights of collectiveness: are the rights of communities, first of all the rights of nations (the right of national self determination and rights of ethnic minorities);
The rights of development:  are the rights of nations and peoples, at the same time the rights of individuals
On the contents of rights

Human rights consist of: 
Civic and political rights: are right to vote; right  to take part in  management of State and society; right to individual liberty; right to  freedom of thought; freedom of speech; freedom of belief and religion;  the right to a nationality; the right to register the birth; the right to protect life and dignity….

Economic, social and cultural rights: consist of the right to own property alone; the right to work; the right to protect health; the right to learn; the right to live in peace; the right to enjoy the results of advanced science and technology

Basing on democratic parliamentary system, the developed countries usually stress on the rights of ethnic peoples and  of groups of ethnic people. Among them there is the political right. The developed countries think that “human rights are higher than sovereignty; individual liberty is heightened; individual privilege is higher than privilege of community; individual has right to hold publicly his view contrary to view of State, especially political view. But developing countries and poor countries think that individual rights have to go with or within the right of nation and of community; the rights have go together duties. When the contradiction of individual rights and interested of State and community happen, interested of State and community will be exalted more.
On religious field, Article  18 of Universal Declararion of Human Rights affirms: 

Everyone has the right to freedom of thought, conscience  and religion; this right includes  freedom to change his religion or belief and freedom either alone or in community  with others and in public or private, to manifest his religion or belief in teaching, practice, worship and observance.

Article 18 is concerned and influenced by three other articles in Universal Declararion of Human Rights. They are the 19th, 20th and 29th articles. Article  19 written that
Everyone has the right to freedom of opinion and expression; this right includes freedom to hold opinions without interference and seek, receive and impart information and ideas through any media and regardless of frontiers”

Article 20 written that 

“1- Everyone has the right to freedom of peaceful assembly and association 

2- No one may be compelled to belong to an association

 These three articles are absolute. They explain prior. They are binding and united

Article 29 shows that three above articles are unlimited. Article 29 written that

1-Everyone has duties to the community in which alone the free and full development of his personality is possible

2- In the exercise of his right and freedoms, every one shall be the subject only to such limitations as are determined by law solely for the purpose of securing due recognition and morality, public order and the general welfare in a democratic society

3-These rights and freedoms may in no case be exercised contrary to the purposes and principles of the United Nations”

Since 1948, Universal Declararion of Human Rights was model for many countries to set up their laws then regional communities and states use it as model. But there were differences between countries. If you would like to know the differences in applying and carrying out Universal Declararion of Human Rights, you should see European Convention on Human Rights. If you would like to see the complication and variety of  the subject which we are speaking of, you should read  European Convention on Human Rights and Freedom of Religion (La Convention europeenne des Droits development l’Hommes st development la Liberte des Religion) written by G. Gonzalez, Professor of Law, Perpignan & Strassbourg III  University, France
. In this article I can not speak of all problems of this book. I only deal with some main problems
Freedom of religion and articles in Convention
According to the book European Convention on Human Rights and Freedom of Religion, after French Revolution, 1789, main human rights were put in written texts of European constitution and law which were adopted by the whole of Europe. In 1990, 13 countries in European Council discussed and signed European Convention on Human Rights in which there were articles on freedom of thought, conscience and religion.

 After concluding, European countries, both secular countries and religious countries faced many problems in carry out European Convention on Human Rights. Especially they had to face new religious movements. One of these movements had extreme manifestations. These manifestations violated security and public order in 1970s, 1980s, and 1990s of the 20th century. So there was not unification in realization of European Convention on Human Rights, because every country explained and carried out European Convention on Human Rights by his own way. Many social debates on realization of European Convention on Human Rights took place in every country and in the whole of Europe.

Comparing to Universal Declararion of Human Rights, European Convention on Human Rights came into the world later. In general human rights are affirmed in Universal Declararion of Human Rights. Among them there is the right to freedom of religion. It is defined in the 18th article. The 1st section of article  9 of European Convention on Human Rights repeats article  19 of Universal Declararion of Human Rights 
Furthermore, France, German, Great Britain, Denmark, Belgium, Netherlands, Greece, Luxembourg, Spain, Portugal, Iceland, Sweden and Turkey took part in compiling and concluding European Convention on Human Rights. In fact these countries are divided into many different state institutions: secular state, religious states, and the states of secular support. So they wanted to reserve their laws, in particular Turkey and Sweden (at that time Turkey and Sweden did not join European Council but they took part in European Convention on Human Rights. It means that 13 countries signed European Convention on Human Rights)

The articles in European Convention on Human Rights which concern directly or indirectly the right to freedom of religions:

Directly: article 9 and article 14 

Indirectly: articles 8,9,10 and 11 (the second sections of the articles define morality)
Article 2 of the First Protocol crelates to  freedom of religion. This Protocol was adopted on 20th March, 1952 to supplement Educational Convention 
I deal with some principal articles:
Article 9 defines: 

 “1-Everyone has the right to freedom of though, conscience and religion; this right includes freedom to change his religion or belief, and freedom, either alone or in community with others and in public or private, to manifest his religion or belief in teaching, practice, worship an observance. 

2- Freedom to manifest one’s religions or belief shall be subject only to such limitations as are prescribed by law and are necessary in a democratic society in the interest of public safety, for the protection of public order, health or morals or the protection of the rights and freedom of others”.
Article 9 repeats article 18 and article 19 of Universal Declararion of Human Rights 

However, the book helps us to know many problems around article 9. For example, the first section deals with education and religious practice but which criteria define that freedom of religion different from freedom of thought and conscience? May education and religious practice have common characters with education and practice of freedom of thought and conscience? The second section set the correct interpretation of the phrase that are not different from other articles defining national security. The definitions of healthy and common morality have vague limits so there are many different interpretations of these definitions.
Countries which signed European Convention on Human Rights have to face some problems as: the definition of freedom of religion which is applied by countries is not enough correct so there is no unification in carrying out it. If we pay attention to it we should reduce different interpretations in compiling  legal documents regarding religion and applying them in the life. Especially when the Western countries ask that the developing countries have to carry out freedom of religion. This question is unreal.

The definition on education, especially private schools also relates to freedom of religion. The article 2 in First Protocol written as follows:  “No one can be denied the right to education. In the exercise of any function which it assumes in relation to education and to teaching the State shall respect the right of parents to ensure such education and teaching in conformity with their own religions and philosophical conviction” . In this article there are two sections; the first section affirms the right to education of everyone; the second section supports the freedom of religion when it defines that teaching and education have to correspond with religious belief and philosophy which parents choose and peruse. The second section implicates that there is not  discrimination between religious belief and philosophy in education. Or the other words the right to education is treated equally before law. But how can we  harmonize many thousands of private needs without disorder public orders and purposes? We have not concrete answer but we can only realize this article in concrete circumstance.
Article 14 European Convention on Human Rights strengthens article 9 of European Convention on Human Rights and article 2 of the First Protocol. Article 14: “to forbid discriminatory treatment, especially on religion”. The article 14 can not exist independently but it exist in common background of European Convention on Human Rights that all rights to freedom shall be ensured. Article 14 of European Convention on Human Rights plays an important role to small religious groups which are sitting down under discriminatory treatment. 
The indirect articles which are related to religious sense in European Convention on Human Rights are articles 8, 9, 10 and 11. The second sections of these articles deal with moral problem in European Convention on Human Rights. But the term as public morality has its problems. What is public morality?  How can we know public morality? Which standard do we base on?   Is public morality contrary to other articles  when article 9 ensures the right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion either alone or in community?  Can thought, conscience and religion either alone or in community be  subject in discriminatory treatment? All are set up after comparing articles of European Convention on Human Rights and law of each country.
The book “La Convention europeenne des Droits de l’Hommes et de la Liberte des Religion” quotes two sentences of article 2 of the First Protocol: Under the light not only of this article or other article but also of articles 8, 9 and 10 of European Convention on Human Rights declare that everyone, parents, children have to respect private life and family, freedom of thought, religion and conscience, freedom of acceptance or exchange of information or of idea”. How can these freedoms correspond to public morality? European Convention on Human Rights does not give the definitive answer.
Through the case of European Convention on Human Rights and  the book “La Convention europeenne des Droits de l’Hommes et de la Liberte des Religion” we find that  Universal Declararion of Human Rights has not  applied and carried out peacefully in Europe both in regional community and in each country.
3-Discussing further on freedom of belief and religion in Vietnam
It is noted that from 1945 up to now the system of Vietnamese law and policy has affirmed human rights. Among them there is right to freedom of religion. Because of many reasons, after Vietnamese Communist Party Politburo promulgated Resolution N0 24/TW in 1990 this system is renovated and corresponded with religious activities in reality more and more.
Renovation is manifested on three aspects:

The first aspect: the documents of Vietnamese Communist Party are promulgated; legal documents are compiled to ensure freedom of religion in accordance with the law; religious organizations and religions carry out their rights ( they register their activities and their legal person status are recognized.

The second aspect: offices which are responsible for religion in accordance with the law are established.
The third aspect: State and political system manage and examine some things to ensure freedom of religion in accordance with the law and  social condition of Vietnam.

The process of the first aspect is summarized as follows:

From 1955-1975 President Hồ Chí Minh signed Decree No 234/SL on Religious problem on 14th June, 1955.

From 1975- 1990 Primer Minister promulgated Resolution No 297/NQ-CP on religious activities on 11th November, 1977
From 1990 up to now: following documents are promulgated:

Resolution No 24/NQ-TW of the 7th Central Executive Committee of Vietnamese Communist Party on Renovation of Religious Affairs in the New Situation was promulgated on 16th October, 1990.

Decree no 69/ ND-HDBT   on Religious Activities was promulgated on 19 April, 1999 

Instruction No 37/CT- TW of the 8th  Central Executive Committee of Vietnamese Communist Party on  Strengthen Religious Affairs in the New Situation was promulgated on 2nd July, 1998

Decree no 26/1999/ND –CP on Religious Affairs was promulgated on 19th April, 1999

Resolution no 25/NQ-TW of the 8th   Central Executive Committee of Vietnamese Communist Party on Religious Affairs was promulgated on 12th March, 2003

In this time some religious organizations were recognized their legal personal status as: 9 Caodai churches, Hòa Hảo Buddhism, Vietnamese Evangelical Church (Southern region); The Hồ Chí Minh City Muslim Community Representative Committee; An Giang Muslim,  Community Representative Committee.

The pinnacle of Rule of Law is Ordinance on Belief and Religion to be promulgated by the Standing Committee of the National Assembly on 18th June, 2004
Decree no 22/2005/NĐ- CP on Guidance for Implementation of a number of Articles of the Ordinance on Belief and Religion was promulgated on 1st march, 2005

Instruction No 01/2005/CT- TTg on Some Tasks regarding Protestantism   was promulgated on 4th February, 2005 

From 2007 to 2009 some religious organizations were recognized and they registered their activities as: 
Vietnam Christian Mission of Vietnam, in 2007
Christian Fellowship Church of Vietnam, in 2007
Pure Land Buddhist Lay associations of Vietnam, in 2007
Seventh –day Adventist of Vietnam, in 2008

Baptist General Association of Vietnam in 2008

Presbyterian Church of Vietnam in 2008

Baptist Churches of Vietnam in 2008

Bửu Sơn Kỳ Hương in 2008

Bahai’s in 2008

Phật đường Nam Tông Minh sư in 2008

Menonite Church of Vietnam in 2009
Four debts of Gratitude, in 2009

Cao Đài Dazzling Bright, in 2020 

Cao Đài đại đạo Chiếu Minh tâm thanh vô vi, in 2010

On the second part:

The religious management apparatus was established in 1955. The Government Committee for Religious Affairs is forerunner of Religious Committee. It was established on 2nd August, 1995 following Government Decree 566/NĐ-CP. According to this Decree, Religious Committee was an organization of Home Affairs Department of Government and belonged to Prime Minister. In order to meet religious management, Religious Committee was strengthened step by step. According to Circular Letter No 60/TTG of Prime Ministry on 11th June, 1964, Religious Committee was changed into Religious Committee of Prime Ministry. On 27th March, 1985 Council of Ministers promulgated Decree no 85/NĐ-CP on establishment of the Government Committee for Religious Affairs.
On 4th June, 1993 Government promulgated Resolution no 37/ NĐ-CP to define “duty, right and organization of the Government Committee for Religious Affairs”. In order to strengthen staff of cadres regarding religious affairs, Primer Minister promulgated Determination No 235/1998/QD-TTG on 1st December, 1998 on “Reform and supplement of some organizations belonging to Government Committee for Religious Affairs”. On 13th August, 2003 Government promulgated Resolution No 91/2003/ NĐ-CP to define “Function, right, duty and frame of organizational apparatus of the Government Committee for Religious Affairs are to manage religious activities in the whole country, to combine branches regarding religious affairs and relate with religious organizations”.
On 8 August, 2007 Government promulgated Decree no 08/2007/NĐ-CP on “The Government Committee for Religious Affairs moves to Home Affair Department”. On 14 August, 2007 Home Affairs Department promulgated Resolution No1080/QD-BNV on “The Government Committee for Religious Affairs is received into Home Affair Department”. On 3 November, 2009 Primer Minister promulgated Resolution No 134/2009/QD-TTg on “Function, right, duty and organizational frame of the Government Committee for Religious Affairs belong to Home Affair Department”.
The religious management apparatuses are established in many levels from the centre to regions. Although we need to draw some experiences in order to carry out law and operate the religious management apparatuses better, we find that the religious management apparatuses of State completed their functions and made religions to operate normally in accordance with the law.
On the third aspect: we can remark that under the management and control of State and political system, religious activities develop strongly and correspond to the law. Vietnamese Communist party mobilized the political system (Party, State, and Vietnamese Fatherland Front to carry out religious affairs). This view corresponds to Vietnam reality and it creates the great harmony between religions, people and social groups. The best result which we can see is the respect of law of religious organizations.

Another result is human right in religious field to be recognized clearly by State, people and religious believers. The development of religious activities in the past decade proved that the right to freedom of religion which was protected by the law and State comes true at present. The plenty of religious activities, the variety of religious organizations and coming back religious belief are not prevented. The international relation of religions is increasing more and more …So we can find that human right in religion is ensured.
Conclusion:

Any field meets many difficulties in resolving entanglement, contradiction and conflict. Religion has been no exception. There is a contraction between implement of freedom of religion and the obstruction of freedom of religion so that some rights are not protected completely. If we consider time as judge we find that human rights in religious field have made much progress. Time itself proves that human rights are recognized and carried out more completely in Vietnam
� See:, link:http://www.un.org/en/documents/udhr/index.shtm
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� I borrow this book from my colleague. Because of technological error so publishable year is not correct.


� For example, In Sweden Luther is national religion but Turkey is a secular state
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