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LOOKING BACK THE PROCESS OF BUDDHIST UNIFICATION OF
VIETNAM IN THE 20™ CENTURY

Nguyén Pai Dﬁng ®)

Abstract: Idea of a unified organization for Vietham Buddhism originated from the
wish of monk Thién Chiéu in 1920s. However, it took a long process and difficult for
the idea became a reality. This paper presents the activities of monks in three
regions: the North, the Central, and the South of Vietnam to revive Buddhism and go
to for the establishment of the first unified Buddhist organization in 1950, and
finally, the formation created Vietnam Buddhist Sangha in 1981.

**kkk*k
In November, 1981 Vietnamese Buddhist organizations, sects, and associations
were united in the Vietnamese Buddhist Sangha (VBS). After 27 years ), we look

back together the process of Buddhist Unification of Vietnam in the 20" century and
draw the necessary lessons for the developing of Vietnamese Buddhism in the future.

1. THE IDEA ON ESTABLISHING OF THE VIETNAMESE
CONFEDERATION OF BUDDHIST ASSOCIATIONS

Monk Thién Chiéu wrote an article on Déng Phdp Times, volume 533, on the 14"
January, 1927. In this article, the writer pointed out the reason of Buddhist recession
and proposed the program of Buddhist revival. This program had three points: the
first, Phdt Hoc Bdo quan (Buddhist newspaper) should be printed to propagate
Buddhist dogmas; the second, Phdr gia Cong hoc héi (Buddhist schools) should be
established to train serious monks and nuns; the third, Buddhist sutras should be
translated into national language so that Vietnamese Buddhism was not lost. After
reading this article, monk Tam Lai, abbot of Hang pagoda in Pong Hy district, Thai
Nguyén province, was very excited; he thought that: “the idea of Buddhist revival is
the same, but the procedure is different from”. He proposed the program of Buddhist
revival with 7 points and requested monk Thién Chiéu as followings:

* . A Researcher, Hanoi.
! The author wrote this in 2008 (Editor).
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“If we revive Vietnamese Buddhism, you should make contact with the monks in
the South and in the Center (Vietnam). | should make contact with the monks from
the North to the Center. We should reorganize Buddhist associations and meet all
monks to establish Vietnamese Buddhist association. We unite efforts together to
carry out given works” @,

He requested “all followers who are living in the country give me your good
opinions” @,

Though the establishment’s program of the Vietnamese Confederation of
Buddhist Associations had three or ten points, monk Tam Lai was persevering in
establishing this organization. According to him, the Buddhist Revival should be
carried out by talent monks. After propagating the Buddhist Revival, talent monks
should set up a new association called The Vietnamese Confederation of Buddhist
Associations. This organization was of all monks in the country. The operation of
organization was based on the “General regulations”; it was divided in three levels
(central level, the level of big society and the level of small society). This
organization carried out “republican model”

What a pity that meeting of two monks, Tam Lai and Thién Chiéu in Hang pagoda
was not successful because their ideas were different from each other. Therefore, the
Vietnamese Confederation of Buddhist Associations was not established.

2. THE ESTABLISHMENT OF DIFFERENT BUDDHIST SECTS AND
ASPIRATION ON THE UNIFYING OF BUDDHIST SECTS

From 1931 downwards, many Buddhist organizations and sects were established
in the whole country.

A. In the Southern Vietnam

1- On the 26™ August, 1931 Nam Ky Nghién cizu Phdt hoc (the Southern Buddhist
Study Association) was established. Most venerable Tur Phong was chairman of

association. The headquarters of this association was in Linh Son pagoda, Sai Gon. It

2, Bikkhu Ty Lai. Rediscussing on the Buddhist Revival, N°. 1650 on the 28t January, 1927.
3, Bikkhu Tu lai. Ibid.
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published Tir Bi Am (the Voice of Metta) magazine. Since its regulations had many
limitations, its activities concentrated on publishing and funeral.

2- Thién Thai Thién gido tong Lién Hiu (the T’ien Tai School Association) was
established on the 19" October, 1934 and monk Hug¢ Nang was the chairman. The
headquarters of this association was in Thién Thai pagoda, Ba Ria province. The
aims of this association were to propagate Buddhist dogmas, to establish a school, to
translate Buddhist sutras, to set up library, to publish Bat Nhd Am review and help
the poor.

3- Ludong Xuyén Phdt hoc hoi (The Ludng Xuyén Buddhist Association) was
established on the 13" August, 1934 and its headquarter was in Long Phudc pagoda,
Tra Vinh province. The association published Duy Tan review and set up a library.
As the wish of Buddhist unification, the Ludng Xuyén Buddhist Association
combined with An Nam Phdt hoc (the Annam Buddhist Study Association).

4- In 1934 Honoured master Minh Tri (Nguyén Van Bong) founded Tinh d¢ cu si
Phdt hoi Viét Nam (Vietnamese Pure Land Buddhist Association). Its headquarters
was in Hung Minh pagoda (now the 6" district, HS Chi Minh city). Vietnamese Pure
Land Buddhist Association published Phap Am newspaper.

5- On the 23 March, 1937 Phdr gido Kiém Té (the Kiém Té Buddhist
Association) was established; its headquarters was in Sic Tt Tam Béo pagoda, Rach
Gia. Most venerable Tri Thién was the chairman of this association. This association
published Tién Hoa newspaper. The aims of this association were to propagate
Buddhist dogmas to monks and believers, to a compile the teaching program which
consisted of teaching of Buddhist sutras and agriculture and industry and set up
hospitals and charity schools.

6- In 1940-1941 Phdt gido Tang gia Nguyén thuy (The Original Buddhist Sangha)
was established. Tong hgi Phdt gido Thong nhdt Viét Nam (the Vietnamese
Confederation of Buddhist Associations) was allowed to set up on the 14" May,
1957 and layman Nguyén Vin Hiéu was chairman of this organization. Gi4o hgi
Phdt gido Thong nhdt Viét Nam (the Vietnamese United Buddhist Association) was
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established in December of that year. Most venerable Btiru Chon was Sangharaja and
the headquarters was in Ty Vién pagoda, Sai Gon.

7- The patriarch of Minh Diang Quang (Nguyén Thanh Dat) founded Dao Phdt
khdt si (the Vietnamese Mendicant Buddhism). Gi&o hgi Tang gid Khdt si Viét Nam
(the Vietnamese Mendicant Monks Buddhist Sangha) was formally established on
the 22" April, 1966 and its headquarter was in Trung Tam Buddhist temple (Binh
Thanh, Sai Gon).

8- Tinh D¢ tong Viét Nam (Pure Land sect of Vietnam) was founded by layman
Poan Trung Con in 1955. Its headquarters was in Gidc Hai pagoda, Phit Lam, Chg

Lon.

9- In 1947 Héi Phdt gido ciru quoc Nam B¢ (the Buddhist national Salvation
Association of South) was established and Most Venerable Tam Khong was the
chairman. This association published Tinh Tdn newspaper.

10- Phdt hoc Viét Nam (the Vietnamese Buddhist Study Association) was
established on the 19™ September, 1950 and Doctor Nguyén Vin Khoe was the
chairman. The temporary headquarters of this association was in Khanh Hung

pagoda, Hoa Hung, Sai Gon.
B. In the Center of Vietnam

1- In 1932 Hoi Annam Phdt hoc (the Annam Buddhist Study Association) was
founded by layman L& Pinh Thdm and its headquarters was in Tu Quang pagoda.
The association published Vién Am newspaper and established Buddhist school to
train monks. This association; however, amended its regulations in 1935 and king
ratified regulations on the 18" February, 1953. Since then this association had the
clear policy and organization. The first head of this association was Nguyén Dinh
Hoe.

In 1938 the retired province-in-chief Hoang Hiru Bon was the vice president of
Annam Buddhist Study Association. He sent a letter to request Buddhist associations
in three regions of Vietnam to unite under the name Dong Duong Phdt gido Dai hoi
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(the Indo-Buddhist Conference). Some associations agreed with him, but some
associations were not interested his opinion .

2- In 1934 most venerable Phu¢c Hué, Phé Hué and shamans Bich Lién Ton, Tri
Do established Hoi Phdt hoc Binh Pinh (the Buddhist Association of Binh Pinh) and
its headquarters was in Thap Thap pagoda.

3- In 1937 Héi Phdt hoc Pa chng (the Buddhist Association of Pa Nang) was
established in Pa Ning. This association published Tam Bdo magazine. The aims of
this association were to unite all monks and nuns, to preserve pagodas, to conserve
Buddhist law; This association requested to establish Buddhist Associations of
Buddhist Union consisting of two offices: Hoang phap (where trained monks and
nuns) and HO phap (where propagated Buddhist faith to followers)

C. In the Northern Vietham

1- On the 6™ November, 1934 the authorities promulgated the Decree N°. 4238 to
allow Bdac Ky Phdt gido héi (the Northern Buddhist Association) to be established.
The headquarters of this association was in Quén St pagoda, Hanoi. The summary
record of this association was published in May, 1935. The first number of Pudc Tué
(Torch of Wisdom) weekly was published on the 10" December, 1935,

2- On the 23™ December, 1943 Resident Superior in the North allowed to
establish Hgi Phdt rur Viét Nam (the Association of Vietnamese Buddhist believers.
The head of this association was Doctor Nguyén Hiru Thuyét. The headquarters of
association was in Quan St pagoda.

3- The formal meeting of one hundred monks in Ha Noi, Ha Pong, Hung Yén was
held in the headquarters of Khai Tri Tién Pac, Ha Noi. Most venerable Thanh Thao
presided at this meeting. This meeting adopted to establish the patriotic organization
of Buddhism named Hgi Phdt gido ciru quoc (the Buddhist National Salvation
Association); its headquarters was in Ba Da pagoda. The executive committee of this

association had 9 persons. Most venerable Thanh Thao was the president of this

* According to Annals of Gia Dinh-Sdi Gon-Ho Chi Minh City Buddhism, H5 Chi Minh City
Publishing House, 2001.
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association and venerable Thanh Pic; Doctor Nguyén Hiru Thuyét were vice

president ©.

3. THE UNIFICATION OF BUDDHIST ORGANIZATIONS IN THE
THREE PARTS OF VIETNAM

1- Although the Northern Buddhist Association was established, Buddhist
organizations were not united. Ba Da, Hong Phuc, and Hoa Nhai pagodas combined
with pagodas in Ha Noi, Ha Dong and Bic Ninh to establish Bdc Ky Phdt gido Co
son mon (the Buddhist Association of old pagodas of the North); its headquarters
was in B4 D4 pagoda. It aimed to develop the traditional activities. It published Tiéng
chudng sém (the Early Bell) newspaper on the 15" June, 1935 to propagate
Buddhism. In order to stop the above difference, most venerable Thich Thanh Hanh
conversed with Mr. Pinh Xuan Lac who had prestige in Buddhists in Hanoi many
times. At the end of 1935 the Buddhist Association of old pagodas of the North
volunteered to take part in the Northern Buddhist Association. This event could be
considered as the first Buddhist unification in the 20 century ©.

2- After the August Revolution, in the North there were many Buddhist
organizations. Venerable T4 Lién found that all Buddhist sects should unite into one
common organization to promote Buddhist power. Although he was operated 13
days ago, the other monks and he established a provisional committee of United
Buddhist association. The committee sent 7 delegations to travel 13 provinces for
gathering Sangha in discussing about the unification of Buddhism and Sangha ). In
November, 1945 the conference of representative of Northern Sangha and the
representatives of three Buddhist Associations (The Northern Buddhist Association,
the Association of Vietnamese Buddhist believers and the Vietnamese Buddhist
National Salvation Association) was held to establish Executive Committee of
Vietnamese Buddhist Sangha before the General National Conference. The
committee had to carry out the following works: 1- Propagate Buddhist Dharma and
serve the country; 2- Save from misfortune and danger. Most venerable Thich Mat

®. See Nguyén Dai Pdng. Annuals of the Northern Buddhist History 1920-1953, 2007.

6

. Idem.

7 “The stories on visiting to India and Srilanka of venerable T6 Lién”, Bubc Tué magazine, 1953.
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Ung and venerable T Lién were appointed to be president and vice president. The
headquarters of committee was in Quan Stur pagoda (now 72 Quan St Street, Hanoi)
®. 1t was the second unification of Buddhist organizations of North in the 20"
century

3- After a time for preparing, Héi Tang Ni Chinh Iy Bac Viét (the Buddhist Clergy
Rectification Association of Northern Vietnam) was born on the 18" May, 1949. The
provisional committee was established and most venerable T Lién was president.

4- At that time Hoi Phat gido Viét Nam (the Association of Vietnamese
Buddhism) was re-established and layman Bui Thién Co was president and venerable
Té Lién was vice president. Its headquarters was in Quan St pagoda. On the 22™
May, 1949 the Association of Vietnamese Buddhism held a meeting and accepted the
Buddhist Clergy Rectification Association of Northern Vietnam to hold the first
General Assembly. General Assembly declared the decree of association and elected
the formal executive committee. After discussing the General Assembly asked the
provisional committee to change into the Form Executive Committee. The General
Assembly also changed the Buddhist Clergy Rectification Association of Northern
Vietnam into the Association of the Northern Buddhist believers®.

In September, 1949 the Association of Vietnamese Buddhist believers was
established in Chén Tién pagoda (Ba Tri¢u Street, Hanoi). The association published
Bo6 Pé Thanh Tam magazine.

IV. THE FIRST UNIFICATION OF VIETNAMESE BUDDHISM

In 1950 there were many the Buddhist associations and the Buddhist Study
associations of monks and laymen in Vietnam. Vietnamese Buddhists hoped to unite
Buddhist associations into the unique Sangha. When explaining why Buddhist
Sangha Congregation of North was established, venerable T6 Lién said that “We
have to conform to the Association of International Buddhism that is to unite the

8 National Salvation newspaper, N°. 106 on the first December, 1945.
® Not long after, the Association of Northern Buddhists changed its name into The Northern Buddhist
Association and most venerable Thich Mat Gmg was the head.
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Buddhist powers then to unite Buddhist organizations in the whole country. After
doing that Vietnamese Buddhism can incorporate the world Buddhism”.

Doctor Nguyén Vin Khoe, the chairman of the Vietnamese Buddhist Study
Association sent his letter to Buddhists for making his feelings on Buddhist
unification: “During 4-5 years both in North and in Center propagation of Buddhism
achieved great results although it met many difficulties. The Buddhist Association of
North Vietnam established schools where many children were educated. The
establishment of schools proved that what we want we can do. We would like to unite
Buddhist associations of three parts, North, Center and South”

Thanks to the campaign of venerable T6 Lién in the Conference of World
Buddhism in Colombo (Sri Lanka) from the 25" May to the 7" June 1950,
Vietnamese Buddhism became the member of the World Buddhist Association on
the 8" June, 1950. At that time the unification of Vietnamese Buddhism was

necessary.

The Preparatory Committee for Buddhist Unification was established; it consisted
of Buddhist representatives of three parts. Venerable T Lién and laymen Nguyén
Van Tho, Bui Thién Co, Trang DPinh, and monks Mat Nguyét, Pai Tu held many
meetings. In these meetings Buddhist associations discussed and drafted the
necessary documents.

After preparing, on the 10" April, 1951 Dharma chief Mat Ung, the representative
of the Buddhist Association of Northern Vietnam, Dharma Chief Tinh Khiét, the
representative of the Buddhist Association of the CentralVietham and Most
venerable Pat Thanh, abbot of Giac Ngd pagoda, the representative of the Buddhist
Association of Southern Vietnam met each other, and then they signed on the appeal
for unification of Buddhism. They sent the appeal to the Buddhist associations,
pagodas, and sects in Vietnam.

On the 6™ may, 1951 the National United Buddhist Conference opened in Tir Bam
pagoda. This Conference lasted 4 days (from the 6" to the 9™ May). The Conference
unanimously adopted the regulations and elected managing committee for a three
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year term. Most venerable Thich Tinh Khiét was elected to be president, venerable
Tri Hai was appointed to be vice president.

The National United Buddhist Conference changed into Tong héi Phdt gido Viét
Nam (the Vietnamese Confederation of Buddhist Associations) and its headquarters
was in Thuan Thanh (Hué). The Buddha’s birthday became the foundation day of the
Vietnamese Confederation of Buddhist Associations

The purposes of the Vietnamese Confederation of Buddhist Associations
1- To unite power, action and will of Vietnamese Buddhists;

2- To lead Vietnamese Buddhists carrying out strictly Buddhist law;

3- To train monks for propagating Buddhism;

4- To help monks and nuns carrying out strictly Buddhist law;

5- To build and preserve monasteries, educational and cultural offices;
6- To make contact with the Buddhist associations in the world.

The Vietnamese Confederation of Buddhist Associations was the united Buddhist
organization. It attracted the monks and Buddhists of 6 associations in the country.
The French colonialists sought to destroy the Vietnamese Confederation of Buddhist
Associations (although the Vietnamese Confederation of Buddhist Associations was
established in 1951, the authority adopted and allowed the Vietnamese Confederation
of Buddhist Associations to operate in 1953) and separate patriotic forces, among
them there were Buddhists. Struggle for Vietnam’s independence met many
difficulties. Operations of the Vietnamese Confederation of Buddhist Associations
were limited because Vietnam had not got sovereignty yet. The Vietnamese
Confederation of Buddhist Associations only had the role to contact with the
Buddhist associations in the world. Actually, the Vietnamese Confederation of
Buddhist Association did not have right to control 6 associations. Moreover, Khmer
Buddhism, Theravada Buddhism of Vietnamese, Buddhism of Chinese people and
Mendicant Monks Buddhism were absent from the Vietnamese Confederation of
Buddhist Associations.
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Every body found that all Buddhist associations were unanimous in their action
and mind at that time. All Buddhist associations should unite to form Vietnamese
Buddhist Sangha. At first, the Preparatory Committee assigned Vietnamese Sangha
to hold Conference, but Vietnamese Sangha met many difficulties; hence, the
Northern Vietnamese Buddhist Association should hold Conference.

From the 8" to the 14" September, 1952 the representatives of Buddhist
Associations of three parts were in Quan Sir pagoda to discuss on establishment of
The National Buddhist Sangha. The Great Council adopted the regulations of Sangha
and elected the council of Dharma chief consisting of three Dharma Chiefs of three
parts. This council should support president and elevated president to be the head of
Sangha. This council elected the head of directorial board for a two year terms @9,
Most venerable Tu¢ Tang-Thich Tam Thi was appointed to be president and
venerable Tri Hai was appointed to be the head of directorial board .

This Sangha was called Vietnamese Buddhist Sangha. Its headquarters was
present in three parts according to where president lived.

Under the leadership of Vietnamese Buddhist Sangha, all Buddhist associations
were unanimous in their actions. They had connections with the Buddhist
associations in the world, especially Hgi Lién hitu Phdt gido thé giéi (the World
Fellowship of Buddhists), but Vietnamese Buddhism was one of the founders of this
organization.

Vietnam had to face many difficulties at that time, but Sangha of three parts found
that Vietnamese Buddhism need to have a unique church (Sangha) so the National
Buddhist Sangha was established and this Sangha carried out dream of Vietnamese
Buddhist Sangha.

The Vietnamese Confederation of Buddhist Associations was established in 1951
and Gi&o héi Ting gia toan quéc (the National Buddhist Sangha) was established in

" The participants in Council following were 6 most venerable, 3 Dharma Chiefs and 12
representatives of Buddhist Sangha, and 6 representatives of the Vietnamese Confederation of
Buddhist Associations
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1952. These establishments created good conditions for the Buddhist revival in
Vietnam and the Buddhist development in the future.

5. THE UNIFICATION OF BUDDHISM FROM JULY 1954 TO APRIL
1975

Northern Vietnam has been completely liberated since July, 1954. In April 1958
Vietnamese Buddhist Association and the Association of Vietnamese Buddhists
stopped their actions. In May, 1958 the Northern Buddhist Associations hold the
Conference of United Buddhist Sangha of Vietnam; its headquarters was in Quan St
pagoda. Before 1975 this organization existed for along time. However, this united
association was for Buddhist associations in North only.

In South, the role of the Vietnamese Confederation of Buddhist Associations was
gradually decreased; many Buddhist associations were established, and they operated
on the small scale. On the 31% December, 1963 6 associations of the Vietnamese
Confederation of Buddhist Associations and 5 other Buddhist associations hold a
meeting and established the Vietnamese United Buddhist Sangha @Y. The
Vietnamese United Buddhist Sangha; however, did not gather monks and nuns in
liberated area and attract Buddhist associations in South, so the meaning of
unification was not achieved yet. Because of internal contradictions, the Vietnamese
United Buddhist Sangha was divided into two associations in 1967: The Qudc Tu
Sangha (it consisted of two associations which were led by most venerable Thich
Tam Chau); An Quang Sangha (it consisted of 4 associations which was led by most
venerable Thich Tri Quang). Two Sangha contradicted each other. Their conflict
broke out in Vietham Quéc Tu on the 5™ May, 1970. This conflict was against
sixfold rules of conduct for monks and nuns. This conflict was a sore of Vietnamese
Buddhism at that time.

6. ALL RIVERS EMPTY INTO SEA

When Vietnam was brought back into unity, the wish on united Buddhism
flamed. The Ho Chi Minh City Buddhist Liaison Committee was established on the

L The Decree law was approved on the 14™ May, 1964 and most venerable Thich Tinh Khiét was
appointed to be Sangharaja.
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7t August, 1975. It consisted of 10 members: the Vietnamese Traditional Buddhist
Sangha, The Vietnamese Theravada Buddhist Sangha Congregation, The Vietnamese
Mendicant Monks Buddhist Sangha, The T’ien T’ai School Sangha, The Vietnamese
Buddhist Study Association, The Vietnamese Buddhist Family Association, The
Northern Buddhist Association and other associations of the Vietnamese United
Buddhist Sangha, the Chinese Buddhist Sangha in Vietnam, the Mahainkaya
Buddhist Sangha in Vietnam. Most venerable Thich Minh Chau, vice president of
National Liberation Front’s Committee was the president of Committee. The Ho Chi
Minh City Buddhist Liaison Committee was founded by Buddhists who took part in
cause of national liberation. The duty of this committee has contacted with Buddhist
followers to develop Vietnamese Buddhism

In the following years monks and nuns of North and South visited each other. It
was favorable condition for Vietnamese Buddhist associations to unite. On the 13"
February, 1980 nine Buddhist associations were unanimous in establishing the
Preparatory Committee for Buddhist Unification (The Preparatory Committee for
short).

From the 15™ March to the 14™ April 1981, the Preparatory Committee visited
and contacted with the leaders of 9 Buddhist associations. The Preparatory
Committee collected constructive ideas of the leaders of 9 Buddhist associations. The
Preparatory Committee helped leaders of 9 Buddhist associations to contact with one
other then they adopted the united purpose of Vietnamese Buddhist Sangha.

After one preparing year, the Conference of Representatives for Buddhist
Unification was organized on the 4™ November, 1981 in Quan St pagoda, Hanoi'*?.
After 4 days, Conference unanimously agreed to establish Vietnamese Buddhist
Sangha and adopted the Charter of Vietnamese Buddhism and the General Action

12165 participants in the Conference; they were representatives of 9 Buddhist associations: The
Vietnamese United Buddhist Association, The Vietnamese United Buddhist Sangha, The Original
Buddhist Association, The T’ien Tai School Association, The Vietnamese Mendicant Monks Buddhist
Sangha, The Southwestern patriotic Clergy Solidarity Association, The Vietnamese Buddhist Study
Association, The Ho Chi Minh City Buddhist Liaison Committee, The Vietnamese Traditional
Buddhist Sangha.
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Plan; elected the leadership of Sangha. Vietnamese Buddhist Sangha is only
Buddhist Sangha recognized by Vietnamese government ™.

As we know the process of Vietnamese Buddhist unification met many
difficulties. Thanks to national unity and Buddha Dharma ®¥ Vietnamese Buddhist
associations united under the name Vietnamese Buddhist Sangha. From November,
1981 up to now Vietnamese Buddhist Sangha has achieved many great successes and
it has a solid role in nation. This role has been founded on three elements: History,
Believers and Buddhist purity. These three elements are the important bases of
Vietnamese Buddhist Sangha. At present Vietnam has integrated into the world and
Vietnamese Buddhism communities in foreign countries has been established and
developed. Vietnamese government warmly welcomes oversea Vietnamese who
contribute in developing the country; thus, the Vietnamese Buddhist Sangha should
have various adequate steps in accordance with Vietnamese communities in foreign
countries.

Vietnamese Buddhist Sangha should listen to opinions in order to adjust its
actions in accordance with the fact.

Beside carrying out six fold rules and propagating Buddhism, monks should direct
to great mercy and great pity, the Buddha wisdom store and fearlessness.

Buddha taught that “Ché tdm nhat xir, van sw bdt bién”; It means that united wills
can do everything. If we carry out Buddha’s teaching we should build Vietnamese
Buddhist Sangha more solemn.

Only unity of will and organization, Vietnamese Buddhist Sangha has strength in
the cause of building an Independent, Liberal, and Happy country. /.

3. 0On the 29™ December, 1981 the Council of Ministers promulgated the Decision N°. 83 to agreed
Vietnamese Buddhist Sangha established.

14 According to Nguy@n Quédc Tuén, “Some Thinking on the Unification of Vietnamese Buddhism in
1981, Religious Studies Review, N°. 1/2007.



