VNU JOURNAL OF FOREIGN STUDIES, VOL. 37, NO. 3 (2021) 94

AMERICAN GENERAL ELECTION 2020: WHY TRUMP FAILED
AND WHAT TO EXPECT FROM BIDEN?

Nguyen Nhu Mai, Chu Thanh Van*

VNU University of Languages and International Studies
Pham Van Dong, Cau Giay, Hanoi, Vietnam

Received 12 January 2021
Revised 5 March 2021; Accepted 16 May 2021

Abstract: The failure in the US election 2020 has ended the former US president Donald Jr.
Trump’s efforts in “making America great again”. This article looks at the gains and losses to the USA
during his heated time in the office, seeking for the reason for his failure in the general election and
forecasting short-term visions of this powerful nation under the newly-elected Joe Biden’s presidency.
The results from this discussion paper has shown that the former US president Donald Jr. Trump set off
his office term impressively but the final year stopped his progress and even erased most of his efforts
with unexpected incidents. The candidate from the Democratic Party, Joe Biden was therefore supported
greatly by both the people and the “right time” to get into the White House without much difficulty.
However, in regard to the contemporary international and domestic situations, the USA under the newly-
elected president Joe Biden’s leadership is expected to confront a considerably hard time in the next
four years. As a large-scale economy, the USA’s influences and effects on other countries around the

world deserve to be examined more carefully than ever.
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The appearance of Donald Jr.
Trump was remarkably marked with his
success in the American General Election
2016, when a businessman more than a
politician confronted Hillary Clinton - the
former First Lady with extraordinary self-
built power, experience and external support
- to be seated in the White House on the most
influential seat. His office term had started
impressively as he rapidly proved the world
that he was serious in most of his
declarations. Jobs had been created more
than ever in the first two years of his term;
the living standard of most Americans had
been improved and the whole economy of
the nation had been witnessing a great deal
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of moving up. In 2018 Trump started his
“trade war” against China — this has been
also the first time the World has seen an
America with clear, straightforward and
consistent strategies towards this rising
populated country. However, together with
these aggressive steps against the growing
up giant of the Chinese, Trump did lose
some close friends in the political circle due
to his inappropriate manners and tweets. But
the losing was not really significant
compared with his achievements until the
end of 2018, as his biggest opponent — China
— had to concede in most reactions towards
the American. If the situation had continued
in this way, the second term of his office as
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the US President would have been ensured.
But then the covid-19 pandemic broke out at
the end of the year 2019 and somehow only
this plague was enough to stop him from
almost any movement. The year 2020 can be
considered as a year of significant impacts
and memories to the world. Together with
the wide-spreading of the pandemic Covid-
19, the US national election 2020 has left
permanent markings on that powerful
country’s history and influential effects on
the world’s politics. Contrary to a great
number of scholars and politicians’
expectations, the confrontation between the
two most potential candidates, namely
Donald Trump and Joe Biden, was not as
fierce or durable as it was already forecast.
The victory had come upon the Democratic
candidate much sooner than expected. Joe’s
success somehow originated from Trump’s
weakening during the Covid-19 year and the
democratic wise strategies to fight back the
Republic. This result of the US election 2020
can also be traced back to the
accomplishments and  failures  during
Trump’s first presidential office term. This
article is aimed at outlining some of Trump’s
accomplishments and failures during his
time in the White House and seeking for
some plausible explanations for his
“unexpected” failure in the General Election
2020 when his rival this time is a man being
older in both age and experience too.

1. Accomplishments and Failures During
Trump’s Presidency of 2016-2020

Recently a number of scholars have
been investigating the gains and losses to the
Americans in Trump’s time in office. The
arguments vary from a small to a large extent
with different perspectives and beholders’
viewpoints. On the one hand, some authors
like Michael Dimock and John Gramlich
(2021) concentrate on spiritual or conceptual
values of Trump’s legacy such as (1) the

partisan and division among the Americans;
(2) the distrust in media and the wide
spreading of fake news; (3) concerns over
American democracy; (4) the returns of
racial conflicts and inequality; (5) a
redefinition of public health and economic
crisis. On the other hand, others just outline
and summarize the facts on Trump’s legacy
with definite data and give the audience the
freedom to make any inference themselves
about the former US president’s abilities.
After a great deal of consideration, the
authors of this article agree that John
Haltiwanger’s summary of the former US
president’s accomplishments and failures
(2021) may be one of the best ones.

According to Haltiwanger (2021),
Trump’s biggest accomplishments include:
(1) reshaping the federal judiciary: 3/9
Supreme Court justices were appointed
during Trump’s office time and 226 judges
to the federal bench, exerting an influence on
the direction of the US many years later; (2)
strengthening the American army with a
newly-built Space Force: with $738 billion
defense spending, Trump had established the
sixth branch of the national Armed Forces;
(3) tax reform: The corporate tax rate has
been decreased to 21% from 35%; (4) First
Step Act: Trump put First Step Act into
effect in December 2018. It can be
considered the first legislative victory after
many Yyears advocating to reform the
criminal justice system; (5) initial defeating
IS caliphate: After a five-year effort led by
the US, IS caliphate was initially on the way
of being defeated in March 2019; (6) Trump
somehow had raised the dominant stand
slightly higher on the world’s politics
through the US-China trade war. This is the
first time in the 21% century has this nation
proved its influence so strongly and also the
first time it has clarified its strategy towards
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the rising of China. The world has witnessed
“an American great again” at least under the
light of this trade war.

Still according to Haltiwanger
(2021), the list of most obvious failures by
Trump include: (1) poor dealing with the
case of George Floyd; (2) America's global
image is in shambles (when he decided to
withdraw the USA from the Comprehensive
and Progressive Agreement for Trans-
Pacific Partnership — CPTPP, the climate
change program of the Paris Agreement, the
WTO, and his reactions to Corona
pandemic, his “unsuitable” manners when
meeting the UK’s Queen, etc.); (3) family
separations and the deaths of migrant
children: Trump's "zero tolerance" policy on
illegal border crossings was claimed to cause
the separations of at least 5,500 families and
children’s being placed in cages in 2018; (4)
causing the chaotic situations in Iran (with
the decision of withdrawing the American
from the 2015 nuclear deal), Syria
(withdrawing his troops out of this country
in the late 2019), and Afghanistan (with his
intention to withdraw the American troops
from this country); (5) replacing the
Affordable Care Act (or the Obama Care);
(6) impeachment: Trump has been the only
president in US history to be impeached
twice; (7) COVID-19 pandemic: He lost a
great deal of confidence among the
Americans due to his poor reactions and
careless speeches towards the most widely
spread pandemic of the two first decades of
the 21% century; (8) the US economy:
Coronavirus lockdowns in early 2020 led to
a high rate of unemployment (7.9% during
February to April), a large reduction in the
consumer spending and the highest national
debt since the World War 1I. And the US
economic growth was -3.5% in 2020;
(9) damaging democracy.

Of the two above lists, it is easily
noticeable that the losses or failures have
outnumbered the gains by Trump’s

administration. It is also a common
conclusion by most prestigious political
journalists, scholars and writers worldwide.
The figure named “Trump’s numbers”
below can be considered another summary
of Trump’s legacy with numbers and figures.

Figure 1

Noticeable Figures Reflecting Trump'’s
Achievements and Failures During His First
US Presidential Term (Jackson, 2020)

TRUMP’S NUMBERS

OCTOBER 2020 UPDATE FROM Eﬁgrhgmgfg.ggg/

JOBS UNEMPLOYMENT JOB
RATE OPENINGS
-3,907,000 7.9% +15.8%
REAL WEEKLY ECONOMIC GROWTH S&P 500
EARNINGS RATE
+7.1% -31.4% +42.0%
MEDIAN HOUSEHOLD POVERTY MURDERS
INCOME RATE (2016-2018)
+6.2% -1.6 pomts -5.7%
US-MEXICO BORDER HOME HOME-
APPREHENSIONS PRICES OWNERSHIP
-12.9% +37.7% +4 D pomts
CORPORATE FEDERAL PEOPLE WITHOUT
PROFITS sggg;ﬁg:s HEALTH INSURANCE
-11% +0.5% +7.1 million (NHIS)
FOOD STAMP COAL MINING MANUFACTURING
RECIPIENTS JOBS JoBS
-12.6% -6,400 -164,000
FEDERAL DEBT CARBON DIOXIDE TRADE
HELD BY PUBLIC EMISSIONS DEFICIT
+46% -7% +21.2%
CONSUMER HANDGUN U.S. CRUDE
PRICE INDEX PRODUCTION OIL PRODUCTION
+6.8% -35.2% +36.4%

COURT CONFIRMATIONS: Supreme Court: 2 / Appellate: 53 / District: 162

NOTE: ALL FIGURES REPRESENT MOST RECENT
DATA AS OF 10/13/2020, SINCE 1/20/2017, UNLESS
OTHERWISE NOTED IN OUR STORY.

CAUTION: NO SINGLE NUMBER CAN TELL THE WHOLE STORY
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2. Analysis of Trump’s Policies That
Leads to His Failure in 2020 General
Election

From the above figure of “Trump’s
numbers”, some of the most noticeable facts
about Trump’s policies during his office
terms are as follows:

e Increase security for the people with
the murder rate, US-Mexico border
apprehensions and gun production all
decreased (-5.7%, -12.9%, and -
35.2%  respectively). But the
incidents of Charlottesville and
George Floyd being shot by the
police has destroyed nearly all his
efforts.

e Eradicating poverty and the number
of people receiving food stamps
witnessed progress (-1.6 point and -
12.6%) but the number without
medical health care insurance
decreased (7.1 million).

e US reaction to the worldwide corona
pandemic has been criticised as slow
and ineffective. The noticeable
aspect here is also the fact that this
pandemic just broke and spread out
quickly in the final year of Trump’s
office term.

e Despite the fact that real weekly
earnings and median household
income increased (7.1% and 6.2%),
the unemployment rate rose, too
(7.9%), which is said to be so due to
the collapse of the economy during
the break-out of the covid 109.
Meanwhile Americans lost 3.9
million jobs and the consumer price
index went up to 6.8%. In the end of
his time, the federal debt held by the
public increased to 46%.

Similarly, his most noticeable
foreign relation policies include: His failure
in the negotiations with both Iran and North
Korea heated the conflicts and suspicions of
those countries. His lack of skilful and
elegant manners at the international
conferences and meetings made his allies
unhappy and even embarrassed. His
stubbornness and separating attitudes from
international organizations and agreements
such as the WTO, the United Nations and the
Kyoto Protocol further isolated himself and
the whole USA from the outside world.
Especially, the trade war between the USA
and China started by Trump in 2018 has not
gained any victory yet to the US as expected.
At the end of 2020, while China still
maintained a positive growth rate (3.2%),
the USA has been recorded as having one of
the slowest economic progress times in its
history (-3.5%).

Examining Trump’s effects of
domestic policies, we have to admit that the
first three years of his regime had sailed
through impressively, given the fact that the
President did not have any official training
or professional experience previously
related to state management or political jobs.
But he had managed bunches of tasks with
admirable durability and courage. But the
year 2020 had stopped his running up for the
second term of the US presidency when the
corona pandemic broke out and destroyed
the world as well as the US economy.

Moreover, if we look at the worries
and concerns among US citizens during his
time as illustrated in the graph below, we can
see that they are now worrying about the
political system’s operations more than other
dangers of illegal immigration or terrorism.
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Figure 2

Problematic Issues as Viewed by the Americans in 2019 Under Trump’s Ruling Government

(Dimock & Gramlich, 2020)

Half of Americans said in 2019 that made-up news
and information is a critical problem in the U.S.

% of U.S. adults who said each is a very big problem in the country today

Drug addiction

Affordability of health care

How the U.S. political system operates
The gap between the rich and poor
Made-up news and information
Violent crime

Climate change

Racism

lllegal immigration

Terrorism

Sexism

Source: Survey conducted Feb. 19-March 4, Z
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tical Problem That Needs To Be Fixed”

Contrary to what the public and
politicians often think of Trump as a talent
in economic management jobs, the USA
during his term did not witness any
triumphant records of growth in this aspect.
The first three years’ economic growth of
2017-2019 fluctuated from 2.2%-3.0%, not
better than the peak of 3.1% in 2015 under
the former president Barack Obama (see the
diagram on Real GDP 2009-June/2020
below). The first two quarters of 2020 in
Trump’s time witnessed the growth plunge

to the irrational low of -31.4%.

According to Mandelbaum (2014),
financial strengths contain in themselves
typical political capacities: conspiring or
planning must derive first from the roots of
economy; but whether the plan thrives or not
all depends on political strategies. Looking
at Trump’s situation just before the election
2020, it is obvious that he did not have
enough supportive economic strength
needed to win.
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Figure 3
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Real GDP of the USA — Percent Change From 2009 to 2019 (Jackson, 2020)
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Growth under Trump has fallen far
below the 4% to 6% per year that he had
promised repeatedly, both when he was a
candidate and also as president. The
disillusionment he caused among the
Americans in this aspect alone has been
enough to push him far away from the
second presidency of this nation.

3. The Victory in the 2020 General
Election by Joe Biden and the Prospects
of the USA in His First Presidential Term

The Straits Times (2020) listed five
reasons why Joe Biden, at the age of 78, had
defeated Donald Trump Jr. to become the US
46" president. They include: (1) Covid-19,
which is considered to appear and make it the
“right time” to dump nearly all of Trump’s
previous efforts and accomplishments; (2)
less-is-more  campaigning, when Joe
concentrated on a more leisure schedule of
visiting important states and giving speeches
than Trump — who liked to show off himself

-31.4

as an inexhaustible man with frenzy working
timetables; (3) anyone but Trump, which
turns the election into a referendum towards
the question of Trump’s role and position as
the leader of such a powerful and prestigious
nation; but at the same time this strategy
aimed at portraying Trump as a man making
large holes and gaps among the American;
4) stay in the center, when he appeared as a
“healer”, not “destroyer” as Trump. Also, he
attracts the audience and media towards
himself and his family as an average
American worker with a stable family, not
his coming government or his Democratic
Party; 5) more money, fewer problems,
when he promised to spend more money on
the general public, not just one or two tasks
or missions as Trump, who had spent too
much money on the Armed Forces. Also, his
fund raising campaign had earned US$180.7
million in total in August 2020, compared
with just US$121.1 million collected by
Trump’s in September.
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It is noticeable that the experienced
man Biden of 47 years working in the US
political arena has exploited all of the
opponent’s weaknesses to fight back. The
strategies here seem simple but effective:
first, exploiting the weakness of the
opponent; second, raise him up to meet the
expectations of the US men. Of the five main
strategies mentioned above, there is only one
aiming directly towards Trump (Strategy
Number 3) and one polishing Joe Biden
himself at the central position (Strategy
Number 4) but all the three left more or less
portraying Joe and his main opponent in the
somehow contrasting standings. When the
American have been tired and bored with
Trump’s boiling tempers and careless
tweets, Joe Biden has taken the advantage to
become a more desirable image in his voters.

Last but not least, the outbreak of the
corona pandemic in late 2019 had a
tremendous impact on Trump’s
administration capacity during the last
important final year of his term. It destroyed
nearly all his earning points before the
election, from the aspects of jobs created,
employment rate to the growth of the
economy in general. Without the pandemic,
it had not been so easy for Joe to overcome
him and his staff. Once again, it is necessary
to emphasize that Biden has been given a
golden time to defeat such an adamant man
of Donald Trump.

4. The Forecast of America Under Joe
Biden’s Administration

The USA and the world have
suffered from a hard time, a period of
“sickness”. And as the image of the healer
that Joe Biden had always tried to portray
during the election 2020, he is stepping into
the office of the 46" US president with a
number of healing jobs, both domestically
and overseas.

Towards the domestic problems,
Biden is aiming at narrowing the gaps

between political parties and races or
religious groups of the country. He is once
again in a good position to do so when his
Democratic Party has gained control over
both the Senate and the Congress in late
2020; and his vice president is an intelligent
black woman - an unprecedented
phenomenon. Another of his priorities will
be the eradication of the covid-19 pandemic;
therefore he may reset the US relationship
with the WTO and other health care systems
to fight back this plague. In the long run,
public health care will still be his first and
foremost priority. In order to push up the
economic growth, a package of economic
relief valued at 2,000 billion US dollars has
been considered and disbursed generally
with the recovery of different branches in the
nation’s economy.

For overseas and international
matters, Joe Biden may not be too hurried to
take full care of them as his country’s
domestic situations have not been stabilized
yet. But his cabinet will take one eye on the
most urgent jobs such as re-connecting with
the alliances to fight back the covid-19
pandemic worldwide. He has promised to
reconsider joining into the CPTPP
agreement and also the Paris Agreement. His
reactions towards the trade war started by the
former US president in 2018 have been
forecast as no less heated or determent than
his predecessor; however Joe may adopt a
softer voice and more skillful diplomatic
manners towards the related tasks.

In short, Biden and his government
will try to solve domestic problems before
reaching their arms overseas. In regard to the
comparative weakening of the US recently,
his first presidential term may be a
struggling time with home land matters.
Therefore, on the international arena, the US
position is going to suffer from slightly
lowering than before. But with such an
experienced and calm man, the Americans
may get stronger little by little to maintain
their dominance until the half end of his term.
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As a large scale economy with
tremendous influences on the world’s
markets, Vietnam may find its chance to
widen their participation into the USA in
Biden’s time. A friend in need is a friend
indeed — as the saying goes — Vietnam
should prove to be a reliable partner to the
US as in the short run, this powerful country
is still exerting strong impacts on nearly all
aspects of the international relationships.
With the support and cooperation from
Americans, the progress of Vietnam is
expected to be smoother.

In conclusion, Trump’s failure in the
US general election 2020 can be largely due
to his too challenging style of state
management and the “golden time” of
Covid-19. Joe Biden’s victory in the election
mainly comes from the democrats’ skillful
strategies to a weakening opponent.
However, the coming years seem embedded
with a great number of difficulties and
hardship to the newly-elected US president
as well as his cabinet. Vietnam should take a
chance to prove its friendliness to that
influential nation with the aims of better
living for both citizens of the two countries
and mutual cooperation towards the world’s
peace and development.
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BAU CU TONG THONG MY 2020: VI SAO TRUMP THAT BAI
VA CHUNG TA CO THE MONG CHO PIEU GI TU BIDEN?

Nguyén Nhu Mai, Chu Thanh Van

Truong Dai hoc Ngoai ngit - Dai hoc Quéc gia Ha Noi,
Pham Van Dé‘ng, Cau Gidy, Ha Noi, Viéet Nam

Tom tit: Thét bai trong cudc bau cir tong thdng My nam 2020 da danh dau sy cham dt cac nd
luc ciia Cyu tong thong My - 6ng Donald Jr. Trump trong vi¢c ‘lam cho nuéc My vi dai tro lai’. Bai
nghién ctru nay muon tim hiéu ve cac thanh tyu ciing nhu ton that cia nudc My trong suot nhiém ky
day song gi6 cua ong, tim hiéu vé Iy do cho that bai cua 0ng trong cugc bau cir va du doan vé twong lai
cua qudc gia hing manh nay dudi nhiém ky cua tong thdng mai dugc bau chon - 6ng Joe Biden. Két
qua ctia bao céo thao luan nay cho thiy cuu tong thng My - 6ng Donald Jr. Trump di bét dau nhiém
ky ctia minh mot cach day an tuong, tuy nhién nhitng thanh tuu, nd lyc ban dau nay da khong duoc duy
tri trong ndm cudi, tham chi con gan nhu bi x6a bé sau mot loat cac su kién bt ngo. Ung cir vién caa
dang Dan chu, 6ng Joe Biden, do d6 da dugc sy ung hd I6n manh cua nguoi dan cling nhu tan dung
dugc ‘thoi diém pht hop’ va da gianh chiéc vé vao Nha Trang mot cach dé dang. Tuy nhién, trong béi
canh qudc té va quéc gia hién nay, nudéc My dudi sy lanh dao cia tong thong Joe Biden sé& phai d6i mit
v6i mot khoang thoi gian kho khin trong bén nam t6i. L& mot nén kinh té 16n, cac anh huong va tac
dong cua nuéc My t6i cac nude khac trén thé giéi can dugc nghién ctru, danh gia k hon bao gio hét.

Tir khoa: Trump, nhiém ky tong thdng, bau ctir My, 2020, chinh tri, Joe Biden



