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Abstract: This paper investigates the use of evaluative language in two articles concerning the
destruction of the Earth’s largest rainforest, the Amazon, in 2019. The articles were carefully chosen from
prominent newspapers, the New York Times in the USA and VnExpress in Vietnam. The analysis of the
evaluative language in the two texts was conducted mainly in terms of their attitudes based on the Appraisal
Theory by Martin and White (2005). Moreover, White’s (1998) systemic linguistic approach was utilized in
order to reveal both experiential and interpersonal meanings of news text with the use of lexico-grammar
as a tool for analysis. One significant feature of the evaluative language in terms of attitude which was
found was the dominance of negativity in both articles regarding the severity of the fire and the passive
reactions and scarce solutions to the problems of the local authority. Another conclusion was drawn from
the investigation of the two texts was the use of quantification in implied expression of attitude to emphasize
the devastation of the Amazon.
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1. Introduction attempt to catch up with their international
colleagues in updating news related to the

Without doubt, the media cannot stay Amazon rainforests.
Although sharing the same topic of the

massive burning of the Amazon rainforests,

out of this worldwide phenomenon as “The
burning of the Amazon” has continuously
been. the leading key Words 1r'1 all means of a variety of articles in different countries
media. Over a short period of time, thousands seem to adopt dissimilar uses of language
to address the issue. In order to discover the

ideas underlying the words and sentences, it

of articles and news have been published
regarding this hot issue, creating such a
multinational sensation. It is undeniable that

is urgent that discourse analysis is utilized to

the media all over the world has played a vital examine the language in specific articles.

role in updating every breaking news to their Discourse analysis is often referred to as

subscribers and readers. In Vietnam, some the analysis of language “beyond sentences”.

prominent newspapers have also made every As Cook (1989) defined, “discourse as

stretches of language perceived to be
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voluminous theories which lay the foundation
for discourse analysis, systemic functional
linguistics (hereafter SFL) puts emphasis on
the notion of language function. Introduced
and developed primarily by Michael Halliday
in the 1980s, SFL has grown in popularity
as one of the most substantial theories on
linguistics and applied linguistics. In SFL,
the focus point is placed on the function of
language, or in other words, how language
is used, rather than what language structure
is about and the manner by which it is
composed (Halliday, 1994). The adoption of
SFL can be advantageous when investigating
the use of language in particular articles.
Systemic Functional Grammar advocates three
sorts of metafunctions, namely ideational,
interpersonal and textual metafunctions which
are interdependent and can affect each other.
Among the three proposed metafunctions,
interpersonal function is the interaction
among participants in oral or written texts.
Within the four categories of interpersonal
function, namely modality, mood, intonation
and appraisal, the appraisal theory can be
helpful in determining the linguistic resources
by which a text/speaker comes to express,
negotiate and naturalize particular inter-
subjective and ultimately ideological positions.
Consequently, this theoretical theory tends to
put concentration on the analysis of ‘meaning
in context and rhetorical effects rather than
grammatical forms due to the fact that grammar
and discourse of language are perceived as
a set of written or spoken texts that are able
to “make” meanings, not as rules to govern
structures’ (Martin & Rose, 2008). According
to the Appraisal Theory, evaluative language
used within the content of a specific text is
actually the direct reflection of the author’s
own ideologies which may be expressed
explicitly or implicitly. Attitude is the central

system of the appraisal system, through which
the speakers/writers’ feelings can be revealed
and their statuses can be explored. Thus, in
this paper, we use the Attitude system within
Appraisal Framework as one of our theoretic
bases to see the deep meanings of the articles
under investigation.

Among different kinds of genres, news
stories are used with the highest frequency and
they are often highly appreciated in all cultures.
This particular genre has woven into everyday
life and has played an integrated role no matter
in daily life, school education, popular culture
or literature. A variety of generic structures of
stories can convey numerous differences in terms
of their social purposes along with their authors’
attitudes and ideologies. Thus, the main aim of
this paper is analysing two articles of the same
news story genre and the same topic in terms of
their evaluative language from the perspective of
generic staging based on the Appraisal Theory.
The study specifically aims to:

(1) Describe the use of evaluative language
in the two articles; and

(2) Compare the use of evaluative
language in the two articles and how it can
convey the authors’ attitudes and ideologies.

2. Literature review

2.1. The Appraisal Theory/Framework

Established as an extension of the SFL
theory by Halliday (1994) and a number of
linguists, the Appraisal Theory has its roots from
a considerable number of studies conducted by a
group of researchers in Australia. Advocates of
SFL assume that there are three metafunctions of
language, namely ideational, interpersonal and
textual. Appraisal belongs to the interpersonal
function that
relationships among people.

metafunction, the indicates
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textual
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Figure 1. The language stratification and meta-functions (adapted from Martin and White, 2005)

Appraisal, or evaluative language, is a
key term in SFL, discourse analysis and other
branches related to applied linguistics. In the
Appraisal Theory, it is believed that even
in one single sentence, writers or speakers
express their approval or disapproval directly
or indirectly. Therefore, this theory plays
an irreplaceable role in exploring the way
language is used to evaluate, adopt stances,
construct textual personas and manage
interpersonal positioning and relationships.
It is also claimed that evaluations of people
and events can be perceived accurately
through emotions (appraisal). Moreover,
appraisal is concerned with “evaluation —
the kinds of attitudes that are negotiated in
a text, the strength of the feelings involved
and the ways in which values are sourced
and readers aligned” (Martin & Rose, 2008,
p. 25). Mentioning the three fundamental
functions of the Appraisal Theory, Hunston
and Thompson (2003, p. 6) state that it can
express the speaker’s or writer’s opinions,
based on which the value system of that
person and their culture and society can be
revealed as well. Finally, this theory also
plays an important role in constructing and
maintaining relations between the speaker/
writer and the listener/reader as well as to

organise the discourse.
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Figure 2: An Overview of Appraisal Resources
(Adapted from Martin and White, 2005)

It can be inferred from the given
overview of Appraisal Resources taken
from Martin and White (2005) above that
evaluative language consists of three main
factors, engagement, attitude and graduation
respectively. Engagement is the category that
refers to the resources for introducing voices
into a discourse analysis through projection,
modalization or concession. This broad term
i1s later divided into two smaller branches,
concerning whether the key choice for
engagement has to do with voice (monogloss)
or more than one voice (heterogloss). The
second domain in the Appraisal Resources
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is graduation which is made up of force and
focus: the former puts emphasis on the choice
to raise or lower the intensity of gradable
items while the latter involves the decision
of sharpening or softening an experiential
boundary.

This paper adopts the remaining category,
Attitude, as
framework. The three components of Attitude

shown in the theoretical
are Affect, Judgement and Appreciation as
shown hereafter.

positive
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Figure 3: An Overview of Attitude (Adapted
from Martin and White, 2005)

Attitude considers a wide range of values
thanks to which the authors express judgement
and associate emotional/affectual responses
with participants and processes. Attitude
is classified into three broad categories:
affect, judgement and appreciation. Martin
and White (2005) claim that the social or
relational elements of mentality indicate
people’s feelings, people’s duty to specific
guidelines, good standards or people’s
inclination. Affect is the resource that deals
mostly with emotional evaluation. Judgement

concerns the assessment or attitudes towards
people’s character and their behaviors whereas
appreciation puts emphasis on the evaluation
of the qualities of things and objects. The
evaluation can be positive or negative and it
can also be delivered directly or indirectly.
Humphrey et al. (2012) provide an
outline of some common ways to create
implied evaluative meanings: intensification,
quantification,

repetition  and  listing,

punctuation, figurative language (e.g.
metaphor and simile), references to values

and icons shared in the community or culture.
2.2. Genre analysis — Media genres

In the field of genre studies, the three main
schools are Systemic Functional Linguistics,
New Rhetoric and English for Specific
Purposes (Hyland, 2004).

The purpose of this paper is to identify the
interpersonal meaning realized by evaluative
languages. White’s (1998) systemic linguistic
approach which focuses both on experiential
and interpersonal meaning of news texts
with the use of lexico-grammar as a tool for
analysis is adopted.

A news text, on the basis of his approach
begins with a headline and lead which act as
a nucleus of the news story. The headline/lead
is followed by a set of specifications in the
body known as elaboration, contextualization,
cause-and-effect and appraisal. In the light
of the Appraisal Theory, the most noticeable
linguistic features of news story genre that
can be perceived are affect, judgement
and appreciation vocabulary to evaluate
the phenomena and grading vocabulary to
intensify description. This paper is conducted
with a view to examining evaluative language
regarding these significant language items as
well.
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2.3. Previous Studies

Since its introduction as an invaluable
guideline for emotion investigation, the
Appraisal Theory has attracted increasing
interest in numerous fields. Hence, a number
of research papers have been conducted using
this framework.

In 2012, Soo-Guan Khoo, Nourbakhsh
and Na used the appraisal theory to investigate
a collection of political news concerning
George W. Bush and Mahmoud Ahmadinejad’s
economic policies with the overall aim of
evaluating the advantages and disadvantages
of this theory. On finishing the study, they
concluded that the framework was useful in
revealing various aspects of sentiment that
should be useful to researchers such as the
appraisers and object of appraisal, bias of the
appraisers and the author, type of attitude and
manner of expressing the sentiment. However,
there were also a few drawbacks, some of
which were problems in identifying appraisal
phrases and attitude categories because of the
subtlety of expression in political news articles,
lack of treatment of tense and time frame, lack
of a typology of emotions, and need to identify
different types of behaviors (political, verbal
and material actions) that reflect sentiment.

In the same year, the appraisal theory was
applied in the study of Bippus and Young
(2012) which emphasized the way primary
and secondary students deal with hurtful
messages. Analyzing the appraisal variables,
the researchers were able to not only discover
the participants’ feelings after receiving hurtful
messages but also conclude that most of them
treated hurt as an outcome instead of an
antecedent of the appraisal process. The results
also suggested that appraisals could predict
the amount of hurt recipients experienced. In

terms of the methodological framework, the
two writers stressed on the appraisal theory’s
potential in explaining individuals’ responses
to hurtful communication.

A few years later, appraisal theory was
once again proved a useful framework thanks
to Mori’s (2017) work. In her article, she
praised the effectiveness of such a theory
when dealing with evaluation and dialogic
voicing in a case study of engagement and
dialogism in two undergraduate students’
writing. The application of this invaluable
framework enabled the author to find out the
similarities and discrepancies due to students’
dissimilar  linguistics competences and
writing experiences. In her conclusion, she
complimented Appraisal theory in the way
it provided credible strategies to investigate
texts with the purpose of interpreting the
linguistic mechanics of such organizations.

In Vietnam, Appraisal Theory has been
applied to analyses of texts in both written
mode and spoken mode as well. Regarding
written discourses in particular, the Appraisal
point of view has been adopted to the studies
of comparative analysis of English and
Vietnamese languages. D. Duy, Vo (2011)
conducted doctoral research on style, structure
and ideology in English and Vietnamese
business hard news reporting. Drawing
on Appraisal Theory, the study compares
English and Vietnamese business hard news
reporting with respect to journalistic voices
with a corpus analysis of 50 texts. Later on,
T.H. Lan, Nguyen (2019) made a description
of language in English and Vietnamese
textbooks at primary school level in Singapore
and Vietnam, with particular reference to
Appraisal, namely the system of Attitude and
the system of Graduation.
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The success in the application of appraisal
theory in a number of research papers has
proved its ability when dealing with the way
language is used to evaluate, adopt stances,
construct textual

personas and manage

interpersonal positioning and relationships.

3. Methodology

3.1. Data collection method

The subject of this paper is two articles
concerning the same matter, which is the
burning of the Amazon rainforests. One
is written in English and the other is in
Vietnamese. In order to select the two
subjected articles, the author has been reading
a number of articles in both languages. One
of the most important reasons why the two
articles are chosen among a large number of
published items is the consideration of the
publishers’ credibility. The English article
is taken from the New York Times website
whereas the Vietnamese news is available on
Vnexpress.net. The New York Times has long
been recognized as one of the most prominent
newspapers not only in the USA but also in
the whole world. This printing organization
is also known to have world-famous and
trustworthy reporters and journalists who
are always willing to give audience news
on the spot. Hence, their articles are often
comprehensive and objective once writing
about an event or a hot issue. On the other
end of the scale, Vnexpress.net is a leading
online newspaper in Vietnam. Despite the fact
that there are thousands of online sites which
update news on a regular basis, VnExpress still
owns a stable number of subscribers and avid
readers in Vietnam, contributing to its leading
position in the media market of Vietnam. The

data for this paper is extracted directly from
the two articles having the same topic of the
catastrophe in the Amazon recently.

3.2. Research method

There are two research methods in the
world of science which have been utilized
to comprehend a horde of phenomenon:
the qualitative method and the quantitative
method. Concerning the advantages and
disadvantages of both research methods
in the field of linguistics, this study adopts
the qualitative method, which is defined by
Strauss and Corbin (1991, p. 11) as “any type
of research that produces findings not arrived
by statistical procedures or other means
of quantification. It can refer to research
about persons’ lives, lived experiences,
behaviours, emotions and feelings as well as
organisational functioning, social movements,
cultural phenomena, and interactions between
them”. It can be concluded that the qualitative
method puts heavy emphasis on a much
deeper understanding of multiple perspectives
relating to the subject of the study rather than
a set of numbers and figures which now can
be delivered by statistical tools or technology
within a few minutes or even some seconds.

Based on the previously-mentioned
descriptions of this method, it is decided that
qualitative is the most appropriate method for
this research paper for a number of reasons.
Firstly, the fundamental subjects of this paper
is the evaluative language in the two chosen
texts which can only be recognized by the
manual analysis of the words in their own
specific contexts. Therefore, an effective
method for this study must be one that can
produce in-depth and detailed information

for comprehensive understanding of
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various dimensions of the words under
analysis. As a result, the qualitative method
has proved itself to be a competent tool
when dealing with deeper meanings of the
words in general, and evaluative language
in particular. Moreover, the process of
identifying evaluative features has not yet
been quantified despite considerable efforts
given by worldwide scholars throughout the
years, which contributes to the superiority
of the qualitative one in this research paper.
Utilizing qualitative approach here is
beneficial as any language assessment cannot
be set apart from context, culture and values
of where it was used (McNamara, 2003).
The qualitative method was adopted in
two stages. For the first stage, each article
was put into Microsoft Word. The Attitude
of each article was investigated manually
following the same model of description,
which is the Appraisal Framework (Martin
and White, 2005). Each article was examined
individually, using the color coding system
in order to show whether the attitude belongs
to Affect, Judgement or Appreciation. The
language items was also investigated based
on whether they were used in positive (+ve)
or negative (-ve), direct or indirect ways.
After analyzing the articles separately, a
manual comparison was be carried out to show
the similarities and differences between the
English and Vietnamese texts, which is also

the second stage using qualitative method. It
is uncontroversial that even though talking
about the same topic, each writer will have
his own way of using evaluative language in
order to convey his ideas. Therefore, putting
these two articles under comparison will be
likely to result in better understanding of the
authors or the newspapers’ opinion over this

natural disaster.

4. Findings and discussion

4.1. The analysis of evaluative languages in

the English article

4.1.1. Direct attitudes

Each article makes use of resources from
cach of the three categories of attitude. The
explicit attitudes are categorized below using
different color coding systems. Pink is used
to mark words and expressions which tell us
the feelings of the writer or character (affect);
blue is used to mark words and expressions
which judge the behavior or personality of the
author or character (judgement) and green is
used to mark words and expressions which
evaluate the qualities of things (appreciation).
In the table, what or who is evaluated and
the source of evaluation (if it is given) are
demonstrated in bold as well. “+ve” and “-ve”
are also added to indicate whether positive or
negative evaluation is being made.
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Table 1. Identifying explicit attitudes in the English article

Extract from Text Types of attitudes
1 | Wildfires raging in the Amazon rainforest have jumped this year, Affect (-ve)
2 | The surge marks an 83% increase over the same period of 2018, the agency .
. Appreciation (-ve)
said on Tuesday,
3 | and is the highest since 2010. Appreciation (-ve)
4 | as concerns grow over right-wing President Jair Bolsonaro’s environmental
. Affect (-ve)
policy.
5 | Amazonas declared an emergency in the south of the state and in its capital
Affect (-ve)
Manaus on August.
6 | Wildfires are common in the dry season, Affect (+ve)
7 | Wildfires have in Mato Grosso and Para, Appreciation (-ve)
8 | but are also deliberately set by farmers illegally deforesting land for cattle
. Judgment (-ve)
ranching.
9 | The unprecedented surge in wildfires Affect (-ve)
10 |ignoring international concern over increased deforestation. Judgment (-ve)
11 | Asked about the spread of uncontrolled fires, Bolsonaro brushed off criticism | Appreciation (-ve)
12 | Space agency INPE, however, said the large number of wildfires could not
be attributed to the dry season or natural phenomena alone. There is nothing | Appreciation (+ve)
abnormal about the climate this year or the rainfall in the Amazon region
13 | “The dry season creates the favorable conditions for the use and spread
of fire, but starting a fire is the work of humans, either deliberately or by | Appreciation (-ve)
accident,” Setzer said.
14 | People frequently blame the dry season for the wildfires in the Amazon, but .
. . . Appreciation (-ve)
that is not quite accurate, he said.
15 | butstarting a fire is the work of humans, either deliberately or by accident,”
. Judgement (-ve)
Setzer said.
16 | Bolsonaro recently fired the director of INPE after he criticized agency statistics | Judgement (-ve)
17 | Bolsonaro recently fired the director of INPE after he criticized agency
statistics showing an increase in deforestation in Brazil, saying they were | Appreciation (-ve)
inaccurate.
18 | Ifthey are alarming, I will take notice of them in front of you,” he told reporters. | Judgement (-ve)

As it can be inferred from the table above,
among the three components of attitude that
can be detected directly, appreciation is used
with the highest frequency. Affect comes at the
second place and finally judgement. Affect is
utilized mostly to describe straightforwardly
the worries and concerns of people from all
over the world over this issue. Language items

belonging to affect also demonstrates that fact
that the situation is getting worse and worse in
the Amazon as the fire keeps on spreading. On
the other hand, judgement is found to have the
aim of talking about people’s actions during
the fire.

One of the most noticeable features of the
evaluative language items in this article is the
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prevalence of the negative evaluation. Among
20 extracts taken from the article, only two
of them are positive, and the rest eighteen
are negative. Based on the taken extracts,
the negative attitude is utilized whenever the
severe destruction of the Amazon rainforests
is mentioned.

Negativity also appears when it comes to
the reactions of the Brazil government to this
natural calamity, or when they are being asked
about the real cause of such a debacle. The

109

only positive extract found within 20 taken
ones is the one that claims about the normal
natural condition of the Amazon, saying that
there is nothing unusual regarding the natural
features of the world’s largest rainforest.

4.1.2. Indirect expressions of attitude

Along with the transparent evaluation
made in the text, a number of implied
expressions are found within the content of
the English article, which is demonstrated in
Table 2 as follows:

Table 2. Identifying implied expressions of attitudes in the English article

Indirect expression of attitude

Resource

Attitude meaning

Wildfires raging in the Amazon rainforest have
Jjumped this year

Figurative Language

(-ve) Judgement

with 72,843 fires detected so far by Brazil’s
space research centre INPE

Quantification

(-ve) Appreciation

as concerns grow over right-wing

Figurative language

(-ve) Judgement

The surge marks an 83% increase over the same
period of 2018

Quantification

(-ve) Appreciation

INPE said satellite images spotted 9,507 new

forest fires in the country

Quantification

(-ve) Appreciation

INPE said satellite images spotted 9,507 new
forest fires in the country, mostly in the Amazon
basin, home to the world’s

Intensification

(-ve) Appreciation

Amazonas declared an emergency in the south
of the state

References to shared

values

(-ve) Judgement

Images show the northernmost state of Roraima
covered in dark smoke. Amazonas declared an
emergency in the south of the state and in its
capital Manaus on Aug. 9. Acre, on the border

with Peru, has been on environmental alert

since Friday due to the fires.

Listing

(-ve) Judgement

but are also deliberately set by farmers illegally
deforesting land for cattle ranching.

Intensification

(-ve) Judgement

10

ignoring international concern over increased

deforestation.

Quantification

(-ve) Appreciation

11

Bolsonaro took office in January vewing to
develop the Amazon region

References to share values

(-ve) Judgement
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12 | Bolsonaro brushed off criticism, saying it was
) . References to  shared o
the time of the year of the “queimada” or burn, I (+ve) Appreciation
values
when farmers use fire to clear land
13 | “I used to be called Captain Chainsaw. Now I | References to  shared

(-ve) Judgement

wildfires in the Amazon

am Nero, sctting the Amazon aflame” values
14 |said the large number of wildfires could
not be attributed to the dry season or natural | Quantification (-ve) Judgement
phenomena alone
15 | wildfires could not be attributed to the dry ) . o
Quantification (-ve) Appreciation
season or natural phenomena alone
16 | which is just a little below average,” Quantification (+ve) Appreciation
17 | People firequently blame the dry season for the . .
Intensification (-ve) Judgement

18 | Bolsonaro recently fired the director of INPE

References to  shared
(-ve) Judgement

values

told reporters

19 | I will take notice of them in front of you,” he

References to  shared
(-ve) Judgement

values

20 | showing an increase in deforestation in Brazil

Quantification (-ve) Appreciation

Taking into consideration the implied
expressions of attitude, quantification is likely to
be used with the highest frequency. References
to shared values come at the second place and
then intensification, figurative language and
listing. Similarly to direct expressions which
have been discussed above, negative language
is used much more than positive one. Regarding
the three categories of attitude, affect is not used
even once whereas judgement appears the most
with 11/20 times of appearance. Appreciation
is at the second place in the rank of frequency
with 9 times appearing over 20 extracts from
the text.

It can be inferred from the aforementioned
statistics that the Western paper uses two main
groups of quantifiers with different purposes.
The first are those describing large quantities
such as “the large number”, “mostly”, etc. to
describe the escalation in the worrying spread
and damages of the fires to the Amazon. On
the other hand, expressions depicting small
quantities like “a little”, “alone”, etc. serve
as indicators for the idle reactions to the

catastrophes of authorities. Another feature
related to quantification that is worth noticing
is the integration of exact statistics and places
such as “72,843 fires”, 9,507 new forest fires”,
“83% increase”, Roraima, Amazonas, Manaus,
Peru, etc. The emergence of such truthful data
contributes greatly to the disastrous picture
of what is happening in Amazon forests and
these numerical values may leave a strong
impression in readers’ minds.

4.2. The analysis of evaluative languages in
the Vietnamese article

4.2.1 Explicit attitudes

The same color coding process is applied
in the analysis of the evaluative language in
the article published by VnExpress. Pink, blue,
and green are used to mark affect, judgement
and appreciation respectively. The source of
evaluation (if it is given) is demonstrated in
bold as well. “+ve” and “-ve” are also added
to demonstrate whether positive or negative
evaluation is being formed.
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Table 3. Identifying explicit attitudes in the Vietnamese article

Extract from Text Type of Attitude
| Gan 79.000 vu chay rung di dugc ghi nhin ¢ Brazil trong nam nay, cao A _
nh4t ké tir nim 2013 ppreciation (-ve)
2 noi dwge coi 1a “1a phdi xanh” cua hanh tinh. Appreciation (+ve)
riéng hai ngay 23 va 24/8 da c6 hon 1.600 dam chay mdi tiép tuc bing
3 DO Judgement (-ve)
phat tai Amazon.
4 Tuan trude, khoi va tro tir dam chay rimg tham chi bay qua 2.735 km t6i Jud
thanh pho Sao Paulo, nhu¢m den bau troi vao ban ngay. udgment (-ve)
Bang Rondonia 1a mét trong nhimng noi chiu anh huéng ning né nhit
5 trong tham hoa chédy rung, khi ngudi dan phai chung song v6i man khoi | Appreciation (-ve)
mu mit.
6 khi nguoi dan phai chung séng v61 man khéi mu mit. Appreciation (-ve)
Cac chuyén gia cho hay viéc nguoi dan dia phuong pha rimg dé lam
7 nuong ray hodc chin tha gia stic trong nhitng thang mua kho da khién tinh Affect (-ve)
trang chay rung tré nén nghiém trong hon.
3 Copernicus, chuong trinh v¢ tinh cia Lién minh chau Au, chia sé ban do Tud
cho thay khéi lan t6i viung ven bién Dai Tay Duong cta Brazil udgement (-ve)
bao phii gan nira dat nudc va tran sang cac qudc gia lang giéng Peru,
9 A, Judgement (-ve)
Bolivia va Paraguay.
10 | du chinh phu cta 6ng bi chi trich 1a phan tng cham chap truée tham hoa Judgment (-ve)
1 Téng thong Bolsonaro hém 21/8 db 15i cho cac t chirc phi chinh phu Tud
giy ra cac vu chay udgement (-ve)
12 | 6ng néi rang cic ndéng dan c6 thé 1a thit pham dan téi tham hoa nay. Judgement (-ve)
Tham hoa & rimg mua 16n nhét thé giéi dang giy ra mot lan song phin
13 |- arLaes B ey =P Affect (-ve)
no toan cau,
cac lanh dao ctia nhém cac nwéc cong nghiép phat trién, dd nhat tri
14 | hd tro cang sém cang tot nhitng qudc gia chiu anh hudng do chay ring Affect (-ve)
mua & Amazon
| Tong thong My Donald Trump va Thi twéng Anh Boris Johnson Affoct (4
5 trudc do cling da dé nghi gifip dé Brazil khong ché tham hoa chay rimg. ect (*ve)

Among the 15 excerpts taken from the
Vietnamese article, judgement seems to
outweigh the other two categories with the
highest frequency of 7. Appreciation and
affect both appear four times. The sources
of evaluation are stated clearly in most
extracts, contributing to the credibility of
the assessment in particular and the article in
general. One noticeable feature of attitudes

in this article is the dominance of negative
evaluation with 13 out of 15 expressions
being made negatively compared to only 2
positive assessments. The implication of
such evaluative language choice is that the
Vietnamese article concerns more about the
people involved in the fires.
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4.2.2. Implied expressions of attitude

Table 4. Identifying implied expressions of attitudes in the Vietnamese article

Indirect expression of attitude Resource Attitude meaning

Rung Amazon ¢ Brazil hing chiu hang nghin ddm

1 . & & il Quantification (-ve) Appreciation
chay,

2 khién khoi lan rong mét niva dit nwéc, Quantification (-ve) Judgement
Gan 79.000 vu chay rimg da duoc ghi nhan & Brazil o o

3 B Quantification (-ve) Appreciation
trong nam nay

4 noi dugc coi 1a “ld phoi xanh” ciia hanh tinh Punctuation (+ve) Appreciation
riéng hai ngay 23 va 24/8 da c6 hon 1.600 ddam chdy o .

5 2 . o Quantification (-ve) Appreciation
moi tiép tuc bung phat tai Amazon.

6 khi nguoi dan phai chung séng véi man khoi mu mit. Figurative Language | (-ve) Judgement
dién tich rimg mua Amazon bi pha hiy mdi phut lén | .

7 o i Figurative Language | (-ve) Judgement
hon 1,5 san bong da.
Tuan trude, khoi va tro tir dam chay rimg tham chi . .

8 o . Quantification (-ve) Judgement
bay qua 2.735 km t6i thanh pho Sao Paulo

9 nhudém den bau troi vao ban ngay. Figurative Language | (-ve) Judgement
cho thay khoi lan toi viing ven bién Dai Tdy Duwong

10 | ciia Brazil, bao phu gan nira dat nudc va tran sang | Listing (-ve) Judgement
cac qudc gia lang giéng Peru, Bolivia va Paraguay.
30 linh citu héa cing 6 mdy bay, gdbm 2 _chiéc
Hercules C-130 c6 kha nang mang theo 12.000 lit | . | .

11 s N . Listing (+ve) Appreciation
nwdc moi lan cat canh, cling tham gia chira chay ring
6 Rondonia.
Tham hoa & rimg mua 16n nhét thé gi¢i dang giy ra . . .

12 o s 3 Intensification (-ve) Appreciation
mdt 1an song phan nd fedn cau
lam diy 1én cic cudc biéu tinh thu hut hang nghin

13 . y o A Quantification (-ve) Judgement
nguwoi 6 Brazil lan cac nudc chau Au

The information delivered by Table 4
illustrates the ascendancy of quantification in
implied expressions of Attitude with nearly
half of the expressions found are under this
category. Figurative language and listing
come at the second and third place with three
and two detected expressions respectively.
Finally, punctuation appears only once within
the content of the Vietnamese article.

It can be inferred from the summary of Table
4 above that quantifiers are applied with a high
frequency when emphasizing the casualties
caused by this incident. The existence of numbers

with high values indicate the seriousness of
the current situation in the Amazon and it also
suggests there should be solutions immediately
to stop this natural disaster.

4.3. The deployment of evaluative languages
in the two articles

4.3.1. Explicit Attitudes

The two articles picked from The New
York Times and VnExpress share some
common features regarding the use of explicit
attitudes. The most noticeable similarity is
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the dominance of negativity evaluation over
positive one. It is detected that negativity is
often created when both articles mention
the catastrophic conditions of the Amazon
rainforests and the passive reactions of
the Brazil government. On the other hand,
positive language is made when it comes to
the importance of the world’s largest tropical
forest and the efforts to extinguish the fire.
Despite some similarities, the two articles
have their own ways of expressing their
explicit attitudes. The most frequently-used
category of attitude in the English text is
appreciation whereas it is judgement in the
Vietnamese one. Moreover, affect is applied
with a higher frequency in the text by the New
York Times than in the text by VnExpress.

4.3.2 Implied Expressions of Attitude

A number of indirect evaluations
of attitude are found in the two articles,
contributing immensely to the efficiency of the
evaluative language in both texts. Judgement
and appreciation are the two categories that
are used a lot of times whereas affect is hardly
seen in this underlain section. A remarkable
similarity in the use of hidden evaluation
in the two chosen texts is the plentifulness
of quantification in order to intensify the
troublesome situation in the Amazon. Listing
and intensification appear in both texts, but
only once or twice. In addition to that, the
same as in direct evaluation, negative attitude
outweighs the positive, indicating that both
articles share a common pessimistic viewpoint
about the conditions of the rainforests.

However, there are some differences
between the use of indirect elements in the two
articles. Firstly, the application of references
to shared values can only be detected within
the content of the New York Time’s text
whereas none is found in the VnExpress’s text.
On the contrary, only the Vnexpress’ paper
uses punctuation to imply the importance of
the Amazon rainforests. Figurative language
is detected in both texts. This kind of indirect

evaluation is used in the English text with
a view to emphasizing increasing worries
about this natural emergency whereas in
the Vietnamese it is used mostly to describe
the uncontrollable spread of the fire and the
sufferings of the people in the nearby areas.

4.4. How interpersonal meaning is conveyed
through evaluative languages in the two texts

Considering all the previously-mentioned
data and analysis, several interpersonal
meanings can be interpreted from the
evaluative language in the two texts.

First of all, the dominant negativity
in both articles strongly emphasizes the
seriousness of what is happening in the
Amazon. Both authors transparently show
their concerns and worries about this natural
disaster, indicating the fact that this problem
is no longer nationwide, but it is a world-
wide threat to every nation on Earth. The
writers of both articles make use of a large
number of quantifiers to intensify the large
scale and the increasing damage and spread
of the fire, implying the fact that the problem
is still under control and it does not seem to
be over yet. The alarming situation has been
depicted vividly and comprehensively thanks
to the evaluative language made by the two
writers. Negative evaluation is also detected
when mentioning the efforts that have been
made to save our rainforests. Therefore, it can
be inferred that the problem has not yet been
given adequate awareness and attention by
the local government, or on a larger scale, by
the whole world. Despite the fact that some
actions have been taken in order to tackle the
problem, it seems that too little has been done
compared to what actually is occuring in the
rainforests, given thousands and thousands of
new fires nowadays.

Affect, the category of attitude that shows
feelings of the authors or the characters, is
often utilized to demonstrate the feelings of
other people related to the incident, not the
author himself. As a result, it is indicative
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that reporting such a worldwide phenomenon
demands the writer to be as objective as
he can, showing no personal opinions or
subjective comments on the issue. The case is
more obvious in the Vietnamese article, with
no personal evaluation being made by the
author, who is only reporting neutrally what
is happening without giving any evaluation.

Between the two articles, only the English
one quoted the Brazilian’s authorities and
other related people’s words whereas the
Vietnamese only reported indirectly without
quoting anyone. It seems the English article is
taking advantage of what people say directly
to form evaluative language while the article
written in Vietnamese does not want to
mention anyone specifically. The discrepancy
between the two articles may result from the
differences in the East and the West cultures.
In Western countries, the media can evaluate
even the person who is leading the country
just as McQuail (2006) concluded that one of
the most important roles of media in Western
countries is to help raise the voice of the
public to reach political authorities and vice
versa. On the contrary, people in the East tend
to report only the news without attributing
the responsibility for anyone publicly to the
newspapers. Therefore, it is often avoidable in
Vietnam to use a person’s words directly in
order to evaluate his/her comments over the
matter, especially such a sensitive problem
which receives the attention of billions
of people like the burning of the Amazon
rainforests. In contrast, the New York Times
tends to exploit the Brazilian government’s
announcement to indirectly make evaluation
about it.

5. Conclusion

The analysis of the two texts under the
Appraisal Theory by Martin and White (2005)
have revealed noticeable evaluative language
factors in terms of attitude. The most significant
feature is the pre-eminence of negativity in

both articles when describing the severity of
the fire and the slow reactions and solutions
to the problems of the local authority. Another
language element that is worth considering is
the use of quantification in implied expression
of attitude in order to emphasize the serious
destruction of the Amazon.

This is a preliminary research in a
bigger project. This paper, therefore, has
some limitations. Firstly, the two texts
with approximately 1000 words are not
large enough for the findings to be highly
generalized. Not to mention the fact that they
are just two in several texts which have been
published concerning the same topic. Hence,
the evaluative language discussed may not be
the same in other texts of the same genre.

It is proposed that further research should
be taken with a larger corpus in order to
achieve a more objective and accurate result.
This study only took two among many articles
from various newspapers, so the materials left
are abundant and can be taken great advantage
of. Furthermore, the authors only devote to
interpreting the Attitude in the Appraisal
Theory whereas there are other noticeable
features in the framework. Therefore, a closer
look into those left-behind items will be

addressed in future research.
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NGHIEN CUU BUOC PAU VE THAI BQ
TRONG BAN TIN TIENG ANH VA TIENG VIET
NHIN TU GOC PO LY THUYET PANH GIA

Nguyén Thi Kim Ngan, Nguyén Thi Huong Lan

Khoa tiéng Anh, truong Dai hoc Su pham Ha Noi
136 Xudn Thiy, Dich Vong Hau, Cau Gidy, Ha Ngi, Viét Nam

Tém tit: Bai viét nghién ciru viée str dung ngdn ngir danh gia trong hai bai bao lién quan dén viéc pha
huy rirng nhiét doi lon nhéat Trai dat, Amazon, vao nim 2019. Day la hai bai bao da dugc lya chon can than
tir hai to bao ndi tiéng, New York Times & Hoa Ky va VnExpress tai Viét Nam. Viéc phan tich ngon ngir
danh gia trong hai van ban dugc thyc hién chu yéu theo thai d¢ dya trén Ly thuyét cua Martin va White
(2005). Hon nita, cach tiép can ngdn ngit chirc ning hé théng ciia White (1998) di dwoc sir dung dé khai
thac cé y nghia kinh nghi¢m va lién nhan ctia van ban tin tirc vdi viée sit dung ngit phap tir vung 1am cong cu
phan tich. Mot dic diém quan trong ciia ngon ngit danh gia vé thai d6 da dwoc thé hién rd nét sau khi phan
tich 1a sy thong tri cia ngon ngur danh gia mang tinh tiéu cuc trong ca hai bai viét khi dé cap dén mirc do
nghiém trong ciia ddm chay ciing v&i sy thu dong trong cach ddi pho va tim ra giai phap ctia chinh quyén dia
phuong. Mot két luan khéac duoc rat ra tir nghién ctru 1a viéc ca hai van ban déu sir dung cac tir dinh lugng
trong biéu hién thai d6 voi muc dich nhdn manh viéc Amazon da bi phé huy nghiém trong.

Tir khod: 1y thuyét danh gia, ngdn ngit danh gia, thai do, ban tin, thé loai
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APPENDIX

Appendix 1: The English Article

Amazon burning: Brazil reports highest forest fires since 2010

BRASILIA — Wildfires raging in the Amazon rainforest have jumped this year, with 72,843
fires detected so far by Brazil’s space research center INPE, as concerns grow over right-wing
President Jair Bolsonaro’s environmental policy.

The surge marks an 83% increase over the same period of 2018, the agency said on Tuesday,
and is the highest since 2010.

Since Thursday, INPE said satellite images spotted 9,507 new forest fires in the country,
mostly in the Amazon basin, home to the world’s largest tropical forest seen as vital to countering
global warming.

Images show the northernmost state of Roraima covered in dark smoke. Amazonas declared
an emergency in the south of the state and in its capital Manaus on Aug. 9. Acre, on the border
with Peru, has been on environmental alert since Friday due to the fires.

Wildfires have increased in Mato Grosso and Para, two states where Brazil’s agricultural
frontier has pushed into the Amazon basin and spurred deforestation. Wildfires are common in the
dry season, but are also deliberately set by farmers illegally deforesting land for cattle ranching.

The unprecedented surge in wildfires has occurred since Bolsonaro took office in January
vowing to develop the Amazon region for farming and mining, ignoring international concern
over increased deforestation.

Asked about the spread of uncontrolled fires, Bolsonaro brushed off criticism, saying it was
the time of the year of the “queimada” or burn, when farmers use fire to clear land. “I used to be
called Captain Chainsaw. Now I am Nero, setting the Amazon aflame. But it is the season of the
queimada,” he told reporters.

Space agency INPE, however, said the large number of wildfires could not be attributed to the
dry season or natural phenomena alone. “There is nothing abnormal about the climate this year
or the rainfall in the Amazon region, which is just a little below average,” said INPE researcher
Alberto Setzer. People frequently blame the dry season for the wildfires in the Amazon, but that is
not quite accurate, he said. “The dry season creates the favorable conditions for the use and spread
of fire, but starting a fire is the work of humans, either deliberately or by accident,” Setzer said.

Bolsonaro recently fired the director of INPE after he criticized agency statistics showing an
increase in deforestation in Brazil, saying they were inaccurate. “I am waiting for the next set of
numbers, that will not be made up numbers. If they are alarming, I will take notice of them in front
of you,” he told reporters.

Reporting by Lisandra Paraguassu,

(This report was taken from www.nytimes.com)
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Appendix 2: The Vietnamese Article

Tham hoa chay rirng Amazon

Rimng Amazon ¢ Brazil himg chiu hang nghin dam chay, khién khéi lan rong mot nira dat
nudc, de doa cudc séng cua hang chuc tri¢u dan.

Gén 79.000 vu chay rung da dugc ghi nhan ¢ Brazil trong nam nay, cao nhét ké tir nam 2013,
va mot nira trong d6 xdy ra tai rimg mua Amazon, noi duoc coi 1a “la phdi xanh” ctia hanh tinh.
Theo Vién Nghién ctru Khong gian Qudc gia Brazil, riéng hai ngay 23 va 24/8 da c6 hon 1.600
dam chay moi tiép tuc bung phat tai Amazon.

Bang Rondonia 1a mét trong nhitng noi chiu anh huong ning né nhat trong tham hoa chay
rimg, khi nguoi dan phai chung séng voi man khoi mu mit.

Céc chuyén gia cho hay viéc nguoi dan dia phuong phd rimg dé lam nuong ray hodc chin
tha gia suc trong nhirng thang mua kho di khién tinh trang chay rimg trd nén nghiém trong hon.

Theo Vién Nghién ciru Vii try Brazil, dién tich rimg mua Amazon bi pha hily mdi phut lén
hon 1,5 san béng da.

Tuan trude, khoi va tro tir dam chay rimg tham chi bay qua 2.735 km t6i thanh ph6 Sao Paulo,
nhudm den bau trdi vao ban ngay. Copernicus, chuong trinh vé tinh ctia Lién minh chau Au, chia
s¢ ban d6 cho thiy khoi lan téi ving ven bién Pai Tdy Duong ciia Brazil, bao phii gan nira dat
nudc va tran sang cac qudc gia lang giéng Peru, Bolivia va Paraguay.

Tong thong Brazil Jair Bolsonaro di ky sic 1énh huy dong quan doi dbi pho cac dam chay va
cam két bao vé bang dugc rimg Amazon, du chinh phi ciia 6ng bi chi trich 1a phan tng cham chap
trude tham hoa. 44.000 binh si Brazil da duoc trién khai toi 7 bang, trong d6 ¢6 Rondonia, dé hd trg
dia phuong dap tt cac dam chay. 30 linh ctru hoa ciing 6 may bay, gdm 2 chiéc Hercules C-130 c6
kha ning mang theo 12.000 lit nudc mdi 1an cat canh, ciing tham gia chita chay rimg ¢ Rondonia.
Tong thong Bolsonaro hom 21/8 d6 15i cho cac to chirc phi chinh phu gdy ra cac vu chay, tuy nhién
sau d6 mot ngay, dng noéi rang cac nong dan co thé 1a tha pham din toi tham hoa nay.

Tham hoa & rimg mua 16n nhat thé giéi dang gay ra mot lan séng phan no toan cau, lam day
1én cac cudc biéu tinh thu hut hang nghin nguoi & Brazil 1an cac nude chau Au. Tai hoi nghi
thuong dinh G7 & mién nam Phap cudi tuan qua, cc ldnh dao ctia nhom cac nude cong nghiép
phat trién, da nhat tri hd tro cang som cang tot nhimg qudc gia chiu anh huong do chay rimg mua
& Amazon. Tong thong My Donald Trump va Thu tuéng Anh Boris Johnson truéc d6 ciing da dé
nghi gitp d& Brazil khong ché thim hoa chay rimg.

(This report was taken from vnexpress.net)



