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KHONG GIAN BIEU TUQNG
TRONG TIEU THUYET NUI THAN CUA THOMAS MANN

On Thi My Linh
Truong Dai hoc Su pham, Pai hoc Thai Nguyén

Tom tat: Tiéu thuyét NGi than 1a mot trong nhitng kiét tc cia van hoc Pic néi riéng, van
hoc thé gidi thé ki XX néi chung. Trong Nui than, Thomas Mann di tao dung mot khdng
gian biéu twong vai ngon nui Davos va an dudng dudng Son Trang. Ngon nui Davos, mang
am huong cua ndi than trong truyén c6 Grimm, 1a khdng gian trai nghiém va thir thach doi
vGi c&c nhan vat, dac biét véi Hans Castorp. An dudng duong Son Trang 1a khong gian thi
thach su nhan nai cua con ngudi truéce gian khd cua cudc sdng vai &m anh bénh tat va céi
Chét, ddy con ngudi t6i su lya chon: ding budc, chip nhan that bai hay tiép tuc chién dau
vi mét cudc séng ¢ ¥ nghia.

Tir khoa: khong gian biéu turong, khdng gian hdi tc, NGi than, Thomas Mann.

1. Mé dau

Thomas Mann sinh nim 1875 tai thanh phd Luebeck ciia Birc. Cha cua 6ng 1a thwong nhan,
kinh doanh trong linh vuc ngii cdc, ddng thoi 14 thuong nghi si cua Luebeck. Thomas Mann to
ra hiing thi voi vin chuong tir nhitng nam hoc phd thong va di xuat ban tac pham dau tay nam
1891. Thomas Mann chiu anh huéng tir cac nha van Puc thé ki XIX nhu Heinrich Heine,
Theodor Storm va cac triét gia Pic nhu Friedrich Nietzsche va Athur Schopenhauer. Tiéu
thuyét NGi than dwoc 6ng bat dau chip bat tir nim 1913 va hoan thanh vao nim 1924. Thomas
Mann thu hit su quan tam cua hoc gia thé gisi bai nhitng dau hoi vé khuynh hudng song tinh
cuia 6ng, nhirng ngé ré trong cudc doi cua dng (tirng nhap qudc tich My va nhitng ngay cudi doi
sbng tai Thuy Si) va dic biét tir tw tedng nghé thuat doc dao boc 16 qua Gia dinh Buddenbrooks,
Chét & Venice va Nui than. Thomas Mann di duoc trao giai Nobel Vin hoc ndm 1929, nim nim
sau khi b NUi than dugc xuat ban. Tuy NGi than khong phai la cudn tiéu thuyét gilp Thomas
Mann dat dugc giai Nobel van hoc nhung do lai la thc pham ket tinh nhirng gla tri tu twéng sau
sic nhat cua 0ng ¢ giai doan sang tac trude do: quan ni¢m vé céi chét, su sbng, tir bo hay dan
than dé séng cudc doi c6 y nghia.

Téc pham Ni than ldy bdi canh 1a mot vién an dudng tai Davos, Thuy Si v6i nhan vat
chinh la Hans Castorp. Hans Castorp du dinh lén thdm anh ho Joachim dang diéu tri tai Vién
diéu dudng Son trang trong thoi gian ba tuin, nhung cuol cung Hans Castorp tré thanh bénh
nhan ctia Son trang trong bay nam, véi nhiéu trai nghlem vé céi chét, ton gido, bénh tat.

Trén thé gi6i, da c6 nhiéu cong trinh nghién cau vé tac pham ciia Thomas Mann néi chung
va tiéu thuyét NGi than néi riéng. Trong cudn chuyén khao Tim hiéu Thomas Mann, Hannelore
Mundt cho rang, “cudi tac pham, Castorp trg thanh mét biéu tuong cho thé hé caa anh, vai niém
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dam mé lang man Vvai cai chet tién vé phia cai chet mot cach hung phan” [1; tr.129]. Alan
D.Latta trong bai Nhirng cau truc biéu fueong: vé viéc tim hleu cau truc tiéu thuyet NUi than
cia Thomas Mann di khang dinh tiéu thuyét NGi than 6 cau trdc mang tinh biéu twong. Alan
D.Latta phan tich cu tric ciia hé thong nhan vat nhu 1a minh ching rd nét cho tinh biéu
tugng nay. “Tam nhan vat chinh trong Nui than 1a mét phan cia chii nghia biéu twong, chirc
nang vira 1 nhan vat vira 1a nhirng hinh anh dai dién, c6 tinh biéu trung” [2; tr.39]. Theo Alan
D.Latta, Settembrini la dai dién cho tu twong tién bo cua chau Au, Naphta la tiéng ndi cua tu
tuong thoi trung c6. Nhiing cap doi trai nguoc nhau dugc dat canh nhau dé c6 su so sanh, dbi
chiéu, b sung cho nhau. D6 1a kiéu cau triic biéu tugng dic trung cia Ndi than. O Viét Nam,
cdng trinh nghién ciu vé van hoc Buc nhin chung con it 6i. Ngoai mot sé bai diém séach khi
tac pham dugc xuit ban va mot bai nghién cau nho trén bdo Thé thao va vin hoa cua tac gia
Mi Ly [6], c6 thé khang dinh, hiu nhu chua c6 bai nghién ciru ndo vé biéu tugng trong tiéu
thuyét NGi than ciaa Thomas Mann.

Trong bai viét nay, ching toi s& chi ra dic diém cua khong gian biéu twong trong tiéu
thuyét NGi than véi ngon ndi & Davos va an dudng dudong Son Trang. Ngon nli Davos, mang
am hudng cua ndi than trong truyén cd Grimm, 1a khdng gian trai nghiém va thir thach ddi véi
cac nhén vat, dac biét voi Hans Castorp. An dudng duong Son Trang la khong gian thir thach
su nhan nai cua con nguoi truge gian khd cua cudc séng vai &m anh bénh tat va céi chét, day
con ngudi toi su lya chon: dimg budc, chap nhan that bai hay tiép tuc chién dau vi mot cudc
séng co ¥ nghia.

2. NOi dung nghién ciru

Thomas Mann chon nhan dé tac pham la NUi than (Der Zauerberg) véi &m hudng cua
khong gian c6 tich. Khdng gian ndi rimg duoc dé cap nhiéu lan trong cac cau chuyen co suu
tam boi anh em nha Grimm. Ngon ndi than dugc dé& cap dén trong cudn tiéu thuyét 1a ngon
nui gan thanh phé Davos. Davos la thanh phé cao nhat ¢ chau Au, thudc bang Graubuenden
cia Thuy Si. Ngon ndi Davos, qua ngdi bt cia Thomas Mann mang day du sic thai tir l1ang
man, tho mong dén dir doi, khac nghiét. Vé dep cia thién nhién noi day dwoc miéu ta via
mang am hudong huyén 4o, vira mang dic trung ki bi, hoang so nhu dia diém Ii twong cho céc
nhan vat anh hiing cua ¢ tich trai qua thir thach.

Tu diém nhin cua Hans Castorp, ngon nii Davos mang vé dep vira tho mong vira hung
vi trong vong quay bon mua. Mua hé hién Ién véi vé dep ruc rd sic nang, “thung liing mia
hé ndm dudi dai, khodc trén minh tam 4o hoa long I3y sic mau. Bau khong khi tinh khiét va
kho réo am nong trong nang vang rudi ruoi” [3; tr.34]. Mua xuan binh di, tho mong véi
dong subi trong vit nhin thay ré nhimg hon da cudi dudi ddy, mot cay cau go cong cong co
hang lan can moc mac va “dudi khe bat ngan mét loai hoa tim biéc moc day hai bén bo
sudi” [3; tr.19]. Mua thu véi “khong khi trong nhu pha 1€, ning vang nhay mua trén nhiing
giot suong long lanh” [3; tr.28]. Mua dong, “nui non mua dong dep tuyét voi- khong phai
ve dep tuoi vui thuan hau ma dep hoang dai nhu Bic Hai trong gi6 Tay- mac du thiéu tleng
sam rén” [3; tr. 40]. Khong gian thién nhién tuoi dep duoc miéu ta, nhic di nhic lai nhiéu
lan trong cudn tiéu thuyét.

Ngon ndi Davos trong tac pham Nui than mang am huéng cua khong gian c6 tich. Véi
dic diém ¢ trén cao va cach biét v4i xa hoi, Davos tao ra cam xdc vé mot thé gigi khac, thé
giéi cua nhitng cAu chuyén cd. Sy anh hudng cua ¢ tich téi tiéu thuyét Nai than dwoc Maria
Tatar nhic téi trong cong trinh Hién thuc khac nghiét cua truyén cé Grimm, “Hans Castorp,
trong chuong “Tuyét”, tic pham NUi than cia Thomas Mann, da truot tir dia hat cua gidc mo
vao ving dat cua folklore va than thoai. Nhitng gi Hans Castorp nhin thay khong phai 1a ndi
am 4nh ca nhan va nhiing tuéng tugng binh di ctia riéng Hans Castorp, ma la nhitng ndi s¢ hi
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va hi vong sau sic nhit cua nhan loai” [4; tr.60]. Trong chuong Tuyét, Hans Castorp trén di
truot tuyét. Mo mang thiép di vi kiét suc, Hans Castorp thay canh tuong than tién trugc mat:
cOng vién rong rai tuoi tot, di moi loai cy, cay nao cay ay tan I4 ram rap du moi sac d¢ xanh
mu6t rung rinh trong gié. Hans Castorp hit ha mui thom cua cac loai cay, mui thom ndng nan
phi nhiéu cua déng bang, tleng chim hét ngot ngao say dam, riu rit twoi vui. Tur diém nhin cua
Hans Castorp, khung canh than tién, huyén ao hién 1€n véi “cau vong hién ra chénh chéch vit
trén canh vat, sang ngoi, dep tuyét voi, dong sudi gom nhitng dai mau du moi sic do ruc rd
nhu 16t xuong mat dat xanh ron ngGt méat” [5; tr.297]. Khéng gian than tién d6 con digu ki
hon véi sy Xuat hién cia nhitng con ngudi khoe manh, twoi vui ca vé thé xac 1an tinh than,
mot co bé duyén dang thoi s&o trdc, nhiing ban tré tuoi cuoi trong diéu nhdy, ddm nam thanh
nién tap ban cung véi sy huéng dan tan tinh cua nguoi lon, tré con nd dua am 1, nhitng cap
tinh nhan tham thi say dam...D6 1a cudc séng cua thé gigi than tién trong truyén ¢ véi nhiing
con nguoi xinh dep, khée manh, thong minh va hanh phuc, vira help dan bai su théng thai vira
16i cudn bai noi tam dep de€. Do la khong gian dam mau huyén thoai cia Thomas Mann,
khéng gian guri gdm hi vong sau xa vé mot cudc song hai hoa, chan hoa yéu thuong giira con
nguoi Voi thién nhién, con nguoi Vi con nguoi.

Khong gian Davos voi vé dep tho mong, 1dng man va huyén thoai tao thanh sy twong
phan véi khong gian qué huong cta Castorp. Khdng phai ngau nhién ma Thomas Mann da
danh nhiéu trang dé tao dung khdng gian hoi wc ciia Hans Castorp & ngay nhitng chuong dau
ctia cudn tiéu thuyét. Hans Castorp hoai niém vé ngdi nha cua 6ng noi, “ngdi nha duoc xay tir
dau thé ki trude theo truong phai Bac Au co dién, trén mot manh dat hep. D6 1a mot ngdi nha
quét voi u 4m nhu bau troi lGc c6 dong”, trong d6 c6 chiée thau ria toi co tudi doi may tram
nam [3; tr.47]. Chiéc thau rira toi dugc miéu ta chi tiét, “thau dic tron bang bac rong, day
tron, trong 1ong ma vang; nhung 16p vang da phai nhat vai thoi gian tro thanh loang 16 va xin
di nhu mdc. Puong nét trang tri duy nhat 1a mot chudi hoa hong xen nhiing chiéc 14 rang cua
cham ndi quanh miéng thau...mit sau caa dia dugc cham trd nhiéu kiéu chit khac nhau, 1a tén
nhitng ngudi dimg dau gia dinh da so hitu chiée dia nay trong ting thoi ki” [3; tr.51]. Chiéc
thau rira toi 1a biéu tugng cho qua kha huy hoang cua gia dinh cua Hans Castorp, mot gia dinh
truyén théng quy toc lau doi. Ddng thai, chiéc thau rira t6i ciing cho thay su lui tan cua hao
quang quéa kha. Ong noi cua Hans Castorp nang niu chiéc thau ria toi, mudn niu git qué kh
va anh hao quang di mat cua gigi quy toc, kién quyét cu tuyét nhimg doi thay cua xa hoi,
phan d6i viéc mo hai cang giao thuong, phan déi thuyét vo than. Sau khi 6ng noi mat, Hans
Castorp duoc dua dén nha 6ng lanh su Tienapple, cau cua Hans. Néu trong ngdi nha cua dng
noi, Hans Castorp dugc nudi dudng bang tu tuong quy toc bao thu thi dudi ngdi nha cua dng
lanh sy Tienapple, Hans Castorp lai dugc nuéi dudng bang tu twong thuc dung, coi trong loi
ich va gia tri vat chat. Hans Castorp trudc khi 1én Son Trang 1a ngudi yéu thich su nhan réi,
tim moi c&ch trén tranh nghia vu quéin ngii va chon nghé kiém dugc nhiéu tién.

Trong cong trinh nghién ctu vé truyén ¢6 Grimm, Maria Tatar cho rang Hans Castorp
dugc xay dung véi Kiéu nhan vat ngay tho, goi ngudn tir kiéu nhan vat trong truyén cé tich
Grimm. Cau chuyén ¢6 ma anh em nha Grimm swu tam, Chu du thién hg dé hoc rang minh ké
vé anh chang ngdc xin cha cho chu du thién ha, tim ngudi hoc vé thuat ring minh béi hién gio
khéng gi c6 thé khién anh ta so hai. Maria Tatar chi ra c6 mét truyén thong trong van hoc Buc
xay dung kiéu nhan vat voi hanh trinh trai nghiém, kham pha, dé truong thanh, hiéu biét thé
gidi tir xuit phat diém ngay tho [4; tr.104-105]. Ngon nii Davos chinh la khdng gian thir
thach va trai nghiém dé nhan vat Hans Castorp vuot qua nhitng 4m anh vé céi chét, kham pha
tinh yéu, tim hiéu va tranh luan vé nhiing tu tudng chinh tri, giac ngo vé cai Dep cia su song.
Hans Castorp tir mot ngudi thanh nién tré tudi ludi biéng, muén giét thoi gian véi cude hanh
trinh 1én an dudng duong Son Trang thim ngudi anh ho Joachim dang diéu tri bénh lao, sau
bay nam tai Son Trang, da trd thanh mot nguoi b i tudng, wdc mo va nhan thic duoc y
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nghia cudc sdng. Hans Castorp xuit than 1 con trai duy nhét trong gia dinh thuong gia giau
c6 & Hamburg voi hdng doanh nghiép gia dinh Castorp & con trai, 1a hién than cho kiéu nhan
vat ludi biéng dién hinh cua tang 16p trung luu chau Au ltc bay gio. Hans Castorp mo c6i cha
me khi con rat tré. Khi truong thanh, Hans Castorp ching biét minh muédn gi, “tham chi ca khi
da hoc dén 16p trén clng bac pho théng chang van con lo mo chua ré nguyén vong cua minh”
[3: tr.29]. Va nghé nghiép ma Hans lwa chon cho tuong lai d6 1a ki su dong tau boi nganh do
c6 thé gidp anh kiém duoc nhiéu tién. Trudc khi 1én Son Trang, Hans Castorp song thiéu
ddng co va yéu thich sy nhan rdi. Trai qua cudc song & Son Trang, qua cac cudc ddi thoai véi
Settembrini, cac cudc di thoai gitra Settembrini va Naphta, Hans Castorp da nhan thuc lai vé
¥ nghia cudc song. Mot chang cong tir xua kia cha trong vé bé ngoai “chi can mot vét son trén
mang sét cai 40 so mi yéu thich ciing du lam cho chang but rut khdng yén” [3; tr.27] thi nay
lai “ngdi d6 véi bo rau cam nho nho ma gan day chang dé nudi, mot bo rau vang nhu rom va
khong ra hinh thu gi” [5; tr.563]. Niém dam mé nghé thuat hoi hoa cia Hans ciing duoc
nhudng chd cho céc van dé khac nhu: y té, khoa hoc nhan van, lich sir X hoi,... ma vén di
truéc ddy Hans Castorp chang hé ban tam dén. Hans nhan ra ring siéu hinh 1a “céi ac” thong
qua su day dd, chi bao ciia Settembrini. Va dén chuwong cudi cung, Hans Castorp di vach ra
dugc dich dén cho ban than minh: tham gia chién d4u trong cudc chién tranh thé gisi thir nhat
dé phuc vu nhan dan (khi tré Hans Castorp dic biét 4&c cam véi quan ngii va ludn 14n tranh
trach nhiém nhap ngt).

Trong tac pham Nui than, Thomas Mann con tap trung khic hoa khéng gian cua an
dudng dudng qudc té Son Trang. Pay 1a noi & va chira bénh cho nhimg ngudi mac bénh lao
nhung c6 tién dén tir nhidu nudce chdu Au. An dudng duong qudc té Son Trang dugc miéu ta
véi khong gian sang trong, tién nghi nhu mot khéach san véi “dén dude sang trung, sang trong
va tién nghi” [3; tr.34] va “nhitng chiéc cot, tir dudi san t6i lung chung chleu cao duoc op 9o
danh vecni bong lodng, nira trén quét voi tring nhu tran va dinh tuong, ndi 18n nhitng dai mau
sic s5...Nhiéu ngon dén chim ma dong c6 vé ciing 1a vat trang tri dac biét cho gian phong”
[3; tr.90]. Bita an cua khu Son Trang dugc miéu ta véi nhidu mon an ngon, doi dao, “la liét
nhitng hii mat nhir va mat ong, nhitng lién chao sita va chao kiéu mach, nhitng dia trimg sét
va thit déng, bo duoc dé rai rac khap noi” [3; tr.89] va “stp rau, thit quay va thit bo 10 kém
nhiéu mén d6 an phy, hai miéng banh ngot khong 16 véi du tha nhan: hat dé, kem danh voi
bo, socdla, hoa qua nau nhir va hanh nhan ngao duong” [3; tr.166]. An du(mg duong qUOC té
Son Trang, mot mét, 1a biéu twong cho Cudc song cua gidi tu ban chau Au giai doan cudi thé
ki 19, dau thé ki 20 v&i su xa hoa va nhan rdi. An dudng duong qudc té Son Trang, mit khac,
la khdng gian biéu tuong cho ndi &m anh bénh tat va cai chét vat Ii ciing nhu tinh than. Nhiing
canh rirng nguyén sinh dep tho mong cua Davos bi nhirng loai dia y ky sinh, va ching bam
kin ca khu rirng. Nhitng nam thanh nit td coa ting 16p trung luu chau Au, c¢6 vé ngoai tudng
chirng manh khoe, xinh dep, tran day sirc song nhung lai mang day vi khuan lao trong ngudi.
Bénh nhan cia an dudng duong Son Trang 1a Madame Chauchat, mot ¢6 géi tré, véi tam 4o
dang ten trang mudt, miéng cudi chum chim, hai canh tay duyén dang hoi vung vay, méi toc
do6 ruc trong anh nang mai. Joachim Ziemssen, anh ho cua Hans Castorp, & “ngudi mau minh
hoa cho tudi thanh xuan tran day suc séng va dugc sinh ra chi dé khoac 1én minh bo quén
phuc” [3; tr.20], véi lan da bt nang nau bong nhu ddng thau, cap mét den to va hang ria mép
SAm mau trén cip moi day din sic nét ciing 12 nguoi bénh cua Son Trang. Ghi tén trong danh
sach bénh nhan ciia Son Trang con c6 ¢d gai Mazurka, rat hay cuoi va tréng “ngon mét” nhu
nhan xét cua Hans Castorp. Vé ngoai khoe manh, tran ddy stc séng 4y thuc chat lai che gidu
day vi trung lao phéi bén trong. Vi miéu ta nay, Thomas Mann di dua ngudi doc t6i mot an
du vé sy tuong phan gitra bén ngoai va bén trong, hinh thuc va noi dung, bé ngoai va ban chat
cia x4 hoi tu ban chau Au dau thé ki XX.
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Tuy sang trong, ddy du, nhung an dudng duong Son Trang lai ddy &m anh cua cai chét.
Hau nhu cac vi khach cua an dudng duong Son Trang déu l1a nhitng bénh nhan lao, & cac mirc
d6 khéc nhau. Tai Son Trang, ho chét dan chét mon vi can bénh nay, hét ngudi nay dén nguoi
khéc va ho déu ra di trong yén lang, khéng viéng thim hay chia budn. Nhiing bénh nhan bi
chét s& dugc duoc chuyén di hai ra khoi vién diéu dudng mot cach bi mat nhu Her
Herreereiter, Fritz Rotbein, Leila GerngroR hoac Barbara Hujus. Nguoi anh ho Joachim cua
Hans voi vé ngoai tran ddy stc séng ciing khong tranh khoi cai chét do bénh lao mang lai.
Ngoai nhitng bénh nhan chét do bénh lao, con c6 nhitng bénh nhan nhu Peeperkorn hay
Naphta chon tu tu 1a phuong thirc giai thoat cho chinh minh. Khong gian day am anh cua
bénh tat, cai chét o da thur thach nhan vat Hans Castorp véi cau hoi vé y nghia cudc song, vé
ban chat hai mat cua cai chét: nén budng tay lya chon cai chét nhu Peeperkorn, Naphta hay
tiép tuc chién dau vai cude doi.

O nhimng chwong cudi clng, tai Son Trang, Hans Castorp say mé vai ban nhac Der
Lindebaum cua Franz Schubert, mot bai hat dugc trinh bay bing giong nam cao tinh té, truyén
cam vai tleng dan duong cam phu hoa. Bai hat vé ciy doan boc 16 nd luc cua con ngudi vuot
qua su quyén rii ciia cai chét. Trudc song gid cua cudc doi, con ngudi s€ nghe dugc nhiing 10i
thi thAm moi goi cua cai chét, “Ban oi hiy dén day nao, O day ban duoc binh an”. Bai hét cua
Schubert khich 1€ con nguoi hay tiép tuc din budc, vuot qua séng gIO va “Ban s€ binh an noi
do” [5; tr.740]. Khong phai ngau nhién Hans Castorp trong canh cudi cung trén chién truong
cua chién tranh thé gisi tha nhat, trong canh khéc liét va chét chéc cuaa chién tranh, ngot ngat
mui bom dan lai nghi dén hinh anh cua nhiing cdy doan. Trong khoi lua chién tranh, con
ngudi dé bi cam do bai sy budng xudi, ph6 mic cho céi chét. Hans Castorp da giac ngd ban
than, lva chon budc tiép dé chién dau voi kho khin cude doi va cubi ciing dén mot giay phat
nao do6 trong cudc doi anh khéng tranh khoi céi chét nhung dé 1a sy binh an vinh vién sau khi
con ngudi hoadn thanh trach nhiém caa minh véi cudce séng.

3. Két luan

Ngon nui Davos va vién diéu dudng Son Trang tré thanh khong gian thir thach, trai nghiém
cho Hans Castorp. Hans Castorp vuot qua nhitng cam dd lui buéc, cam do cua cai chét, tir mot
ngudi vo trach nhiém, thd o voi tit ca, tro thanh ngudi tredng thanh, biét yéu va biét chién dau
v6i kho khin, séng vi nguoi khac. Nha nghién ciu Hannelore Mundt nhan dinh: “Tiéu thuyét
NUi than khong chi mang lai cai nhin vé mot thé gi¢i ma con nguoi phai ddi mat voi nhitng su
tuyét vong, chiu dung ma con la ban céo trang vé dao durc tu san hep hoi” [1; tr.116]. NGi than
cua Thomas Mann con la ban hung ca khich 1€ con ngudi, du trong bat ki hoan canh gian lao,
kho khan nao van phai budc tlep, vuot qua gian khé dé sbng mét cude doi co y nghia. Con
nguoi ¢6 thé phai trai nghiém nhiéu nam méi tim thdy duoc y nghia cuc doi minh, nhung can
phai dan than, phai hanh dong, phai séng.
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ABSTRACT

Symbolic Space in The Magic Mountain of Thomas Mann
On Thi My Linh
Thai Nguyen University of Education, Thai Nguyen University

The Magic Mountain (Der Zauerberg) of Thomas Mann is one of the masterpieces of
German literature in particular, of the 20th century world literature in general. In the novel,
Thomas Mann created a symbolic space with the mountain in Davos and the nursing center of
Davos for tuberculosis patients. The Davos Mountain influenced by sacred mountains in
Grimm's fairy tales, is an experience and challenge space for the characters of the novel,
especially for Hans Castorp. The nursing center of Davos for tuberculosis patients is a space to
test people' patience before the hardships of life with the obsession of disease and death,
pushing people to choose: stop walking, accept defeat or continue fighting for a meaningful life.

Keywords: Symbolic Space, space of Memories, The Magic Mountain, Thomas Mann.
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