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PON PIEN CAO SU O NAM KI THOI THUQC PHAP: LOI THOAT
CHO CUQC SONG BAN CUNG HAY CON PUONG DAN TOI
“PIA NGUC TRAN GIAN” CUA NGUOI LAO PONG VIET NAM ?

Tran Xuan Tri
Khoa Lich si, Truong Dai hoc Su pham Ha Ngi

Tém tat. Tir nhitng thir nghiém ban déu vao nim 1897, don dién cao su & Nam Ki
phat trién nhanh chong va trd thanh mot trong nhitng linh vuc kinh té thu hut mot
luc luong lao ddng dong dao dén tir Béc Ki, Trung Ki. La nan nhén cta chinh sach
cudp doat rudng dat, boc 16t thué khoa, mot bo phan 16n nong dan bi ban cing hoa,
khong tac dat cam dui di vao 1am viéc trong cac don dién cao su & Nam Ki v6i hy
vong thoat khoi cudc séng nghéo khd noi thon qué. Khac xa v6i nhitng 161 hira khi
tuyén md va quy ché lao dong cua chinh quyén, trong cac don dién cao su, nguoi
lao dong phai lam viéc nang nhoc lién tyc tir 12 dén 14 glo/ngay Trong khi d6 tién
cong thip, diéu kién an & toi té, lai bj dién chu Phap va cai don dién dbi XU tan
nhan nén lyc lugng lao dong trén don dién cao su bi ddy vao vong cling quan no
nan. D6i voi nguoi lao dong, don dién cao su duoc vi nhu mot dia ngyc tran gian,
mot xa hdi thu nhé cua xa hoi thude dia Viét Nam.

Tir khéa: Dodn dién cao su, Nam Ki thudc Phap, nguoi lao dong.

1. Mé dau

Vian d lao dong trong don dién cao su & Nam Ki Ia mot trong nhitng van dé da duoc
mot s6 nha sir hoc Viét Nam quan tam nghién ctru, nhu: Hia nguc cao su cua Nguyén
Hai Trung Xuat ban nim 1955 [1], Giai _cap cong nhan Viét Nam cua Tran Vin Giau
cong bd nam 1961[2], Tu ban Phap va vdin dé cao su ¢ mién Nam Viét Nam ciia Nguyén
Phong, xuit ban nam 1963 [3]. Pac biét nam 1965, Tran Tir Binh, ngudi di ting lam
viéc ba nam (1927-1930) & don dién cao su Phu Riéng thuoc Cong ti cao su Michelin,
da cho cong bd cudn hdi ki Phi Riéng do ké vé cudc sdng cua lao dong nguoi Viét &
d6n dién Phl Riéng [4]. M&i day nhét, nam 2000, trong cudn Mgt tram nam cao su o
Viét Nam, tac gia béng Van Vinh cling danh mét thoi lugng dang ké dé cap téi doi song
nguoi lao dong trén don dién cao su & Nam Ki [5]. Vé co ban, cac nghién cau ké trén da
phéc hoa duoc cudc sdng cua nguoi lao dong Viét Nam dudi sy boc 16t cua tu ban va dién
cha Phap. Tuy nhién, nhitng nghién citu trén cha yéu dya vao ngudn st liéu tiéng Viét: ca
dao, hdi ki,... Chinh vi thé két qua nghién cau con thiéu tinh thuc ching va cu thé.
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Duya trén ngudn tu lidu tiéng Phép khai thac duoc, dac biét 1a tu liéu luu trir bao
quan tai cac trung tam luu trir & Viét Nam (Ha Noi va Thanh phé H6 Chi Minh) va
Trung tam luu trir Hai ngoai Phap (Aix-en-Provence), ching tdi muén dé cap cu thé
hon, lam ro thém, dac biét 1a quan diém, danh gia cua chinh gidi stir hoc Phap va chinh
quyén thudc dia vé luc lwong lao dong trén don dién cao su & Nam Ki.

2. Noi dung nghién ctru
2.1. Quaé tai dan sb, sw nghéo déi & cac tinh ddng bing sdng Hong va nhu cau lén
vé lao dong cho khai thac don dien cao su ¢ Nam Ki

Trong thoi ki thudc dia, Bac Ki, dic biét 1a cac tinh ddng bang séng Hong 1a ving
d6ng dan cu nhét Viét Nam va ciing dong dan nhét trong cac xir thudc Lién bang Pong
Duong. Piéu nay duoc thé hién qua bang s liéu sau:

Bdng 1. Phan bé dan ci theo cac xi thuge Lién bang Pong Duwong 1911-1921

Dan sb (triéu nguoi)
Dién tich tu nhién
Xt (km?) Nam 1911 Nam 1921
Bic Ki 116.000 6,119 6,870
Trung Ki 140.000 2,993 4,944
Nam Ki 60.000 3,032 3,864
Campuchia 120.000 1,634 2,402
Lao 230.000 0,641 0,819
Tong 666.000 14,419 18.899

Nguon: [ 6; tr.16].
Dién tich ty nhién cua Bac Ki chi chiém 17% dién tich tu nhién cia Pong Duong
(khdng bao gdm Quang Chau Loan), nhung dan sé chiém ti 42% nam 1911 va 36%
nam 1921. Mién Nam Poéng Duong bao gom Nam Ki va Campuchia cé dién tich tu
nhién chiém 27% dién tich ty nhién ciia Pong Duong, nhung dan s chi chiém 32% vao
nam 1911 va 33% vao nam 1921. Tir nhitng con so trén c6 thé thay rang, Bic Ki dat
chat ngudi dong, con Nam Ki dat rong nguoi thua. Didu dic biét 1a dan sé ¢ Bic Ki lai
chu yéu tap trung dong dac trong cac tinh déng bang séng Hong, nhu Nam Pinh, Théai
Binh, Ha Nam, Hung Yén... Diéu nay khién mat do dan s trong cé4c tinh nay rat cao va
thuoc loai cao nhat trong sb cac tinh thuoc Bac Ki noi riéng va Lién bang Pong Duong
noi chung.

Bdng 2. Mgt d¢ dan sé trung binh mét sé tinh Bdic Ki niam 1931

Tinh Dan s6 (ngudi) Dién tich téng Mat do dan so
(km? (ngudi/km?)
Bic Ninh 418.000 1.098 380
Ha Pong 940.000 1.637 574
Hai Duong | 707.000 2.249 314
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Ha Nam 446.000 1.140 290
Hung Yén 439.000 881 498
Kién An 353.000 864 408
Nam Dinh 1.011.000 1.494 676
Ninh Binh 360.000 1.522 236
Thai Binh 927.000 1.561 593

Nguon [7; tr. 23]

Vao nim 1931, tong dan sé ¢ Bic Ki 1a 8 triéu nguoi. Riéng dan sé caa 9 ving
ddng bang séng Hong (Bang 2) 1a 5,6 triéu nguoi, chiém 70% tong dan sé cua Bac Ki.
Trong khi dé, dién tich tu nhién caa 9 tinh nay chi chiém 10,6% dién tich tu nhién cua
Bic Ki [7; tr. 23]. Sy tap trung dong dan cu dan téi mat do dan sé trong céc tinh dong
bing séng Hang rat cao, trung binh 13 441 nguoi/km? Trong mot s tinh, nhu Thai
Binh, Ha Bong, Nam Dinh, mat d6 dan cu tham chi vuot qua 500 nguoi nguc‘yi/kmz,
tham chi 1a hon 1.000 ngudi/km? trong mot sb trung tdm viing chau thd séng Hong
[8; tr.21-22].

Sy tap trung qua dong dan cu, cung vé6i su phat trién thudc dia hoa cua tu ban Phap,
dac biét la viéc cudp dat lap don dién & Ha Pong, Son Tay, Pha Li, Ninh Binh, Thai
Binh di gy ra nhitng hau qua tram trong vé mat kinh té-xa hoi déi véi ngudi dan. Mot
trong nhirng hau qua 4y la tinh trang thiéu dat tréng va nghéo d6i ctia nguoi ndng dan.
Trong bo cdo gui cho Théng st Bac Ki, Lotzer, Thanh tra cdng viéc chinh tri-hanh
chinh Pong Duong di nhan rang: “Mat do dan cu qua dong trong mot s huyén cua
Nam Dinh d3 khién cho 79% dan s chi s¢ hiru dudi mot mau rudng, tham chi 1a khéng
c6 rudng dé cay cay” [9]. Thiéu rudng dat san xuat ciing 1a tinh trang chung ¢ hau hét
c4c tinh khéc & dong bang séng Hong.

Bdng 3. Phan bé dat trong trong mét sé tinh & dong bang song Hong ndam 1927

Tinh Dan s (nguoi) Dién tich dét Dién tich binh quan
trong (ha) (ha/nguoi)
Béc Ninh 399.916 97.886 0,25
Ha Dong 781.520 123.084 0,17
Hai Duong 500.511 148.759 0,33
Ha Nam 415.000 72.671 0,2
Hung Yén 394.650 73.340 0,2
Kién An 335.482 65.629 0,2
Nam Dinh 849.329 129.617 0,17
Ninh Binh 327.106 74.541 0,25
Thai Binh 913.817 133.199 0,17
Nguaén [10].
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Pem tong dién tich dét tréng chia déu cho tong dan sb ching ta thay rang, sé hiu
dat trong binh quén trén dau ngudi rat thip, chi giao dong tir 0,17 ha dén 0,33 ha/ngudi
(khoang 0,5 sao Bic Bo dén 0,9 sao/ngudi). Tuy nhién, ding quén rang, phan 16n dat
trong trén tap trung chu yéu trong tay dia chu va dién chi nguoi Phap. Diéu d6 co nghia
la phén l6n nong dan & dong bang song Hong khang c6 mot thude dat cam dui. Theo
Yeves Henry, Tong thanh tra ndng nghi¢p Bong Duong, da sd nguoi dan & cac tinh
ddng bang song Hong khéng c6 dat trong hoac s& hitu mot dién tich khong dang ké. Sb
lwong nay chiém téi 58% dan sb trong tinh Hai Duong va Hung Yén; 63% trong tinh
Ha Dong va Ha Nam; dac biét la 70,5% trong tinh Thai Binh va 74,2% trong tinh Nam
Dinh [7; tr.76-99]. O Trung Ki, ti 1¢ ngudi dan khong c6 hoic c6 rét it ruong dat ciing
chiém ti 18 rat cao, giao dong tir 65 dén 78% tuy theo ting tinh.

Khoéng c6 ruong dat 1a mot trong nhimg nguyén nhan co ban, ciing véi ché @ boc
Iot thué khoa cua chinh quyén thudc dia, da gay ra tinh trang nghéo kho, ban cing cua
mot bo phan 16n nguoi dan ¢ Bac Ki, Trung Ki dic. Lotzer, Thanh tra cong viéc chinh
tri-hanh chinh Pong Duong, xac nhan: “Tinh trang dan sé qua dong & dong bing Béc
Ki va Bac Trung Ki d4 gay ra tinh trang dang lo ngai. Ganh ning cia nghéo doi dé nang
Ién phan I6n nguoi dan bao ho & xtr Bic Ki vi thu nhap hang ndm cia ho qué it 6i, chi
khoang 5 ddng bac/nam” [11].

Thu nhap cua ngudi dan ¢ Bac Ki thap mot phan vi ho khong co tu liu san xuat 1a
rudng dat. Mot bo phan I6n ndng dan tré thanh ta dién, ho phai linh canh rudng dét hoic
phai di 1am muén, lam thué cho dia cha va tu ban Phap trong cac don dién, ham mo,
nha may. Tuy nhién, tién cdng nhat theo mia vu va ké ca tién cong lam trong cac don
dién cua tu ban Phéap o Bic Ki rat thap va thap hon & Nam Ki. Theo Yves Henry, trong
nhimg nam 1924-1929, lao dong nam gici trong cac ddn dién ¢ Bic Ki chi duoc tra 0,15
dén 0,28 dong bac/ngay va nir gi6ila 0,10 dén 0,13 dong bac/ngay tuy thudc vao cong
viéc [7: tr.30]. Nguoi dan ¢ Bac Ki va dac biét 1a Trung Ki thuong xuyén d6i mat voi
nhiéu thién tai, nhu han han va 1 lut. Dic biét 1a & cac tinh chiém triing, nhu Ha Nam,
Thai Binh, Nam Dinh, Hung Yén ngudi dan ludn séng trong canh “chiém khé, mua
thdi”, “séng ngam da, chét ngdm xuong”. Chinh vi thé san xuat gap nhiéu khé khan va
bip bénh. Diéu nay gop phan 1am ban cung hoéa ngudi ndng dan ¢ Bic Ki va Trung Ki.
Sy khdn cing cia nguoi néng dan da tao ra mot doi ngii vo san & ndng thdn, mot luc
luong lao dong, thir ma tu ban Phap, dac biét 1a dién chit Phap & Nam Ki can cho khai
thac don dién cua ho. V& diéu nay, nha si hoc Phap, Eric Panthou danh gia nhu sau:
“Su cudp doat rUOng dat cuaa chinh quyén va huong hao, dia chu ¢ dia phuong; su
tram trong va suc ép thué khoa; ganh nang no nan cua nhiing ngudi ndng dan, tat Ca
da gop phan tao ra mot giai cap vo san sin sang cho khai thac don dién dai quy mo”
[12; tr.203].

Trong khi ¢ Bic Ki dan cu qua dong duc, tinh trang thiéu hut ruong dat va nghéo
doi tram trong thi & Nam Ki dat dai phi nhiéu chua khai thac con rat nhiéu, dac biét 1a
ving dat do6 & mién Dong va dat phi sa & mién Tay Nam Ki. Tuy nhién, dan sé & Nam
Ki thi lai r?it thwa thét. O mién Pong va ving Tay séng Hau mat do dan cu chi dudi 50
nguori/km Vung gidp séng Hau, nhu Long Xuyen Chau Péc va Soc Tring co dong
hon nhung ciing chi tir 50 dén 100 nguol/km Déy la hai vung tu nam 1925 tr¢ di,
cdng cudc khai hoang, 1ap ddn dién trong lGa va trong cao su caa tu ban Phap phét trién
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rat nhanh, nhung gip khé khin 16n do thiéu ngudn lao dong vi dan cu qua thua thot
[13; tr.27]. Nam 1909, Cong st Thi Dau Mot chi ra rang: “Trong cao su c6 loi rat 16n.
Nhung that khong may lao dong lai qua hiém hoi” [14]. Mot ndm sau d6, Chu tich
nghiép doan dién chii cao su Nam Ki 1a Le Coispellier thira nhan rang : “Vén d& lao
dong ciing 1a mot trong nhitng van dé 1am cho tat ca cac dién chu va chinh quyén lo
lang nhat” [15; tr.6].

Chinh vi sy thiéu hut lao dong cho khai thac d6n dién & Nam Ki, gi6i tu ban Phép
da tién hanh thir nghiém tuyén mo lao dong nguoi Java va ngudi Hoa vao Nam Ki. Tuy
nhién, nhitng thir nghiém nay khdng mang lai két qua kha quan vi gia lao dong Java rat
dat. P6i v6i lao dong ngudi Hoa, chinh quyén thudc dia lo ngai rang, luc lugng lao
dong nay co thé gay ra nhitng bat 6n vé kinh té, chinh tri-x& hoi. Chinh vi thé ma chinh
quyén thudc dia da han ché cho phép dién chu Nam Ki tuyén mo lao dong ngudi Hoa.
Tir ndm 1898, chinh quyén thudc dia da thir nghiém di cu hang trim gia dinh nguoi
Viét & Bic Ki vao Nam Ki dé khai hoang, m¢ don dién. Tur nhiing thanh cong ban
dau, sau nam 1910, dac biét 1a tir sau ndm 1925, chinh quyén thudc dia di ban hanh
hang loat cac chinh sach khuyén khich nguoi Viét & Bac Ki va Trung Ki di cu vao lam
d6n dién cho nguoi Phap & Nam Ki va Campuchia. Theo luat quy dinh, ngoai tién
luong cao hon & Bic Ki, lao dong dugc tuyén mo lam trong cac dén dién & Nam Ki
con dugc huong mién phi chd ¢, thire dn va chiam soc y té. Pac biét tir ndm 1926, lao
dong dugc tuyén mo di lam don dién & Nam Ki chi phai déng mot nira tién thué than
so v6i mirc thué than &p dung & Bic Ki. Trong tinh canh khéng c6 ruong dat, cudc
séng ban cung vi nghéo d6i, ciing nhitng quy dinh c6 tinh chat khuyén khich caa chinh
quyén thuoc dia, nhitng ngudi ndng dan nghéo ¢ Bic Ki di dan than di 1am phu don
dién & Nam Ki vai hy vong thoat khoi cua cudc séng co cuc, doi nghéo & Bic Ki.
Tran Tir Binh, tac gia cia cuén Pha Riéng do va cing la mot trong hang tram nghin
nguoi Bac Ki duoc tuyén mo lam viéc trong don dién cao su & Nam Ki thira nhan:
“Chiing t6i toan 1a ba con may tinh Ha Nam, Nam Pinh, Thai Binh, Ninh Binh. Rudng
mot tac khong co, tién mot xu ciing khong. Ba con cung dudng moi phai dem nhau di
phu cao su” [4; tr.22-23].

2.2. Nhitng 1o hira phong dai va dong di dan lao déng tir Bic Ki, Trung Ki vao cac
ddn dién cao su & Nam Ki

Dé tuyén mo lao dong ¢ Béc Ki, tu ban va dién chu nguoi Phap dua vao céc cong ti
hodc nhitng nha mai gisi lao dong nguoi Phap. Trong s6 d6 phai ké t6i cong ti Denis
Fréres, Van phong tuyén mo lao dong do Bazin lam giam dbc (Bazin bi hai dang vién
Qudc dan Pang am sat vao nim 1929) [17; tr.16]. Nhitng cong ti, nha méi giéi tim moi
cach quang céo, tham chi dwa ra nhiing 15i htra hen hap dan, nhidu khi théi phong,
phong dai nhitng diéu kién, dac biét lwong va rudng dat ma nguoi lao dong duoc huong
néu Chap nhan di phu d6n dién & Nam Ki. Nhiing théng béo quang cdo nhu vay XUt
hién khap noi, dic biét 1a trong nhitng nam 1925-1929, khi ma nhu cau lao dong & Nam
Ki ting nhanh chéng. Trong nhiing nim niy, gia cao su xuat khau trén thi truong thé
gioi dat & muc rat cao do cung thap hon cau. Loi nhuan thu duoc tir kinh doanh ddn
dién cao su vi thé tang cao. Pay chinh 1a stc hdt 16n khién tu ban Phap d6 x6 vao viéc
ma rong dién tich khai thac don dién cao su, nhu cau lao dong chinh vi thé ciing ting
nhanh. Viéc tuyén mo lao dong ¢ Bic Ki va Trung Ki tro nén soi dong. Gisi dién chu,
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cong ti budn va cac nha mdi gioi lao dong, thuong goi 1a mo phu, tim moi cach dé tuyén
truyén, quang cao dé 1am sao tuyén lyc luong lao dong can thiét [3; tr.25]. Xin trich mot
doan thong bao tuyén mo lao dong cia Cong ti dén dién Hon Quan vao nam 1927: “Tat
ca lao dong dugc ¢ trong nhitng ngdi nha tach biét. Bén ngudi & mot nha. Tat ca moi
gia dinh déu co quyen s¢ hiru mot can nha. Mbi ngodi nha cho nguoi lao dong déu co
vuon rong 20 m?. Thém vao do6, mdi nguoi lao dong s& nhan duoc 3 mau dat trong l0a.
Trong ba nim dau, ngudi lao dong s& huang toan bo hoa loi” [18].

Theo Tran Tur Binh, nhitng thdng béo kicu nay dan khip noi: & cho, trén duong
lang. Nhitng nguoi mo phu don d1en thdng bao rang ngudi lao dong sé duoc huong 24
kg gao mol thang, ba bita an moi ngay gom thit bo, c4. Chiam séc Y. té va thudc men
dugc mién phi [4; tr.21]. Qua khao sét tat ca cac nghi dinh quy dinh vé ché d6 lao dong
ngudi Bic Ki trong cac khai thac néng nghiép, don dién cao su & Nam Ki, ching toi
nhan thay rang nhiing diéu Kién dua ra trong cac thong béo tuyén mo cua tu ban Phép
hoan toan sai sy that. Do thuc su 1a mot chiéu trd nham thu hit sy cha ¥, danh lira ngudi
lao dong Bic Ki. Tuy nhién, trong hoan canh khéng mot tic dt cam dui, doi séng ban
cung, d6i kho, nhiing to bao théng bao d6 cé sirc hit manh mé dbi véi dan nghéo & Bac
Ki. Mot bo phan 16n nong dan nghéo da ki vao ban giao kéo vai chii don dién, di cu vao
Nam véi hy vong thoat khoi ngheo doi.

Biéu do 1. Sé lwgng lao dong tuyén mé ¢ Béc Ki
va Trung Ki vao Nam Ki (1926-1936)
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Nguon [20; tr.27]

Trong thoi ki thudc dia, ¢6 bon diém tap trung va van chuyén lao dong tir Bic va
Trung Ki vao Nam Ki cling nhu di cac thudc dia cia Phap trén Thai Binh Duong, con
goi 1a Tan dao, gom: Ha Li trong cang Hai Phong, cang Bén Thuy ¢ Nghé An, cang Da
Ning (khi d6 thudc tinh Quang Nam) va cing Quy Nhon ¢ Binh Dinh. Trong cac diém
trén, Hai Phong dong vai tro quan trong, la noi xuat phét caa lao dong tuyén mo khong
chi ¢ Bic Ki ma con ca Bic Trung Ki. Thanh tra lao dong Dong Duong la Emile
Delamarre xac nhan rang: “Tat ca hoat dong van chuyén lao dong di dan dén tir Bac Ki
va Bic Trung Ki déu dién ra & Hai Phong” [17; tr.11]. Sau khi ki hop ddng va nhan tién
g trude (10 dong bac), tit ca lao dong tuyén mo s& duoc dwa 1én tau thay doi cang
Hai Phong dé t6i cang Sai Gon. O Sai Gon, tat ca lao dong sau khi xuéng tau duoc tap
trung trong mot khu nha & Xém Chiéu. O déy, ngudi lao dong bi kiém soat chat ché bai
luc luong canh sé&t caa chinh quyén thude dia vi dién chu sog lao dong boé trén. Luc
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lwong canh sat caa chinh quyén thudc dia ciing tién hanh kiém duyén luc luong lao
dong dé dé loc bo nhiing lao déng cé tu twang chinh tri chdng lai chinh quyén thudc dia,
thuc té 12 mot s6 nha cach mang, hoi vién caa Hoi Viét Nam Céach mang Thanh nién. Vi
trén thuc té, tir nam 1927-1928, vai phong trao vo san héa, Nguyén Ai Quéc va Hoi
Viét Nam Cach mang Thanh nién da cir mot sb can bo cach mang di vao cac don dién
dé tuyén truyén va lanh dao phong trao diu tranh cua quan chung. Sau khi duoc kiém
tra, lao dong duoc chia thanh ting nhom, dua vé cac ddn dién bang xe tai hoic tau hoa
[19; tr.67].

Tur nam 1925, dic biét trong nam 1926-1927, s6 luong lao dong tuyén mo & Bic Ki
va Trung Ki chuyén vao Nam Ki ting nhanh chéng. Chi tinh riéng 3 ndm 1926-1928, da
¢ gan 42.000 lao dong duoc dua vao Nam Ki. Tir nam 1929, do anh huong cua khing
hoang kinh té, s6 lao dong duoc tuyén mo giam sat va chi thuc su ting dan tro lai tir
nam 1936. Lao dong nguoi Bic Ki va Trung Ki 12 luc luong lao dong chii chét 1am viéc
trong cac don dién cao su, chiém 79% nam 1927, 88% nam 1934 va 100% nam 1936
[20; tr.27]. Vao nam 1929, tong sé lao dong hop ddng lam viéc trong khai thac nong
nghiép 1a 81.000 nguoi, trong d6 49.230 lam viéc trong cac don dién & Nam Ki, trong
d6 c6 don dién cao su [21]. Trong cac ndm 1927-1930, lyc lugng lao dong cd mat trén
d6n dién cao su ¢ Nam Ki ludn trén 20 nghin nguoi, cao nhat 1a nim 1928 co
25.362.000 nguoi [20; tr.26]. Chinh luc lugng lao dong nay da dong mot vai tro quan
trong trong viéc mé rong dién tich, duy tri san xuat don dién cao su & Nam Ki. Tuy
nhién, cudc séng cua ho, diéu kién lao dong cua co thuc sy ddi thay nhu ho hy vong
trudc khi doi qué huong vao don dién cao su hay khong ?

2.3. Piéu kién song ciia ngwdi lao dong trén cac don dién cao su & Nam Ki
2.3.1. Chd ¢ va tinh trang vé sinh toi té

Theo quy dinh tai Nghi dinh ngay 11/8/1918 va ngay 25/10/1925, thi tat ca nguoi
lao dong c6 quyén dugc huong chd & sach sg, thoang mat va dam bao diéu kién vé
sinh. Tuy nhién, phan 16n nha cho lao dong trén don dién cao su déu lam tam bg bang
tre ntra, hoac lop bang ton. Trong thai ki méi khai thac thi cha yéu 1 céac 1an trai, moi
lan trai chira téi 20 dén 30 ngudi. Nudc sinh hoat thi khéng cd, vé sinh khu vuc xung
quanh rat toi té. Thang 3/1928, Thong d5¢ Nam Ki thira nhan rang: “Van dé chd ¢ cho
cong nhan van hoan toan chua dugc gidi quyét & hau hét cac don dién cao su” [21].
Trong nhitng ndm 1927-1929, ti 1¢ chét caa phu don dién tang vot, chinh vi thé chinh
quyén Nam Ki t6 chuc thuong xuyén cac cudc thanh kiém tra tinh trang nha &, vé sinh
cta lao dong trén cac don dién cao su. Theo cac két luan cua Thanh tra lao dong Nam
Ki, diéu kién nha &, vé sinh trong cac don dién cao su & Nam Ki rat tdi t&, dac biét la
thiéu nudc ubng: “O don dién Bu Ddp, tinh trang vé sinh ¢ d6 1a qua toi tan, sb nguoi
chét rat nhiéu. Nguoi lao dong o lang sé 2 khong c6 nuéc udng. Trong mot lang khac,
phu don dién & trong mot 1an méi hoan thanh, ho ciing khong c¢6 du nudc sinh hoat”
[21]. Trong cac ddn dién cua Cong ti cao su Pong Duong khong cé cac diém cung cap
nuéc sinh hoat. Nguoi lao dong phai udng nuéc rat ban [21]. Do chu yéu dung nuéc
lvu clru va nude khong dam bao vé sinh nén dich bénh thuong xuyén Xay ra, dac biét
la dich ta, st rét. bay 1a mot trong nhiing nguyén nhan dan tai ti 1 chét cua nguoi lao
dong trong cac ddn dién cao su rat cao, dac biét Ia tre em. O don dién Pha Riéng, ti Ié
chét cua tré em I8n toi 45% [21]. P6 thuc sy 1a con sé khang khiép.
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2.3.2. Thoi gian lao ddng qué dai, tién céng thap, thike in khong di

Cling theo Nghi dinh ngay 11/8/1918 va ngay 25/10/1927, thoi gian lao dong cua
cong nhan don dién khong dugce vuot quéa 10 glo/ngay Lao dong c6 quyén nghi ngoi
vao ngay chu nhét [10]. Tuy nhién, trén thuc té thoi gian lao dong cia cong nhan don
dién kéo dai tir 12 dén 14 gio/ngay. Vé diéu ndy, cac nha nghién cau Viét Nam va ca
Phap déu dua ra y kién thong nhat. Theo Nguyén Hai Tring va Tran Ti Binh, phu don
dién cao su lam viéc quan quat mdi ngay trén 12 gio [1; tr.9]. Tran Van Giau cling xac
nhan rang thoi gian lao dong cua cong nhan trén d6n dién cao su qué dai, tham chi 1a 13
gio/ngay d6i véi nhimg don dién cach xa noi ¢ cua cdng nhan [2; tr.208]. Trong mot
bao cao gui cho B¢ thudc dia, A. Le Conte (Truong thanh tra thuge dia) ciing kién nghi
rang thoi gian lao dong thuc té cua céng nhan don dién vuot qua thoi gian quy dinh.
Theo 6ng, cdng nhan phai day tir 3 gio séng, chuan bi dung cu va tap trung ¢ san dé
diém danh vao Ilc 4 gid séang. Ho can c6 mat dé 1am viéc & don dién vao luc 5 gio. Thoi
gian lao dong kéo dai téi 17 gio chiéu. Trong khi d6, cong nhan don dién ¢ Sri Lanka
(thude dia cia Anh) chi lam viéc 9 gio/ngay [22]. O Phap, tir nim 1919, cong nhan
dugc huong ché do 1am viéc 8 gio/ngay [23; tr.1120].

Vé tién cong cua lao dong trong don dién cao su, trudc nam 1932, tién cong 1a 0,40
dong bac/ngay ddi véi Nam va 0,30 ddng ddi véi lao dong nix. Tuy nhién, tir nam 1932,
dién chu gap nhiéu khé khan do cudc khung hoang kinh té thé gisi (1929-1933), nén
chinh quyén quyét dinh giam lwong xudng 0,30 dong/ngay ddi véi nam va 0,23
dong/ngay ddi voi lao dong nir. Nam 1936, tién lwong cia cong nhan don dién cao su
tiép tuc bi giam xuéng con 0,27 d(‘)ng/ngay d6i v6i nam va 0 ,20 dong/ngay ddi véi lao
dong nix [21]. Theo quan diém cua gioi dlen chu va chinh quyen thuoc dia, viéc giam
tién luong khong c6 tac dong gi toi doi Song céng nhan don dién. Ho cho rang, Vai mac
lwong d6 khong chi du dam bao cho cugc séng caa cong nhan va con co thé tich liy g
vé cho gia dinh ciia ho & Béac Ki va Trung Ki. Can c{r vao tién lwong cta céng nhan,
René Mingot khang dinh rang “Nhin chung, tinh trang cta cong nhan don dién cao su la
rat t6t” [20; tr.41-42]. Con mot sé nha sir hoc Viét Nam thi cho rang d6 1a nhiing “dong
lwong chét d6i” [2; tr. 24].

Chlng t6i thay rang, mac di tién luong cua cong nhan cao su cao hon tién luong
cua céng nhan ¢ Bac Ki va Trung Ki, nhung khong thé noi doi séng cua ho kha hon
cdng nhan & Bac Ki. S¢ di nhu vay vi gia sinh hoat & Nam Ki dit ¢6 hon nhiéu so véi
Nam Ki, dic biét 1a trén cac don dién. Phan 16n cac don dién cao su & xa trung tam.
Cong nhan phai mua cac do nhu yéu pham can thiét cho cudc séng cua ho véi gia rat dat
trong cc cang tin trén ddn dién. Chinh vi thé, tién luong nhan dugc thyc té khong di
cho cugc séng binh thuong cia cong nhan. Do 1a chua ké, ho thuong xuyén bi cit
lwong, phat tién mdi khi lam khong ding y dién chi.

Vé khau phan thirc an cho cong nhan don dién, theo quy dinh tai Nghi dinh ngay
25/10/1927, nguoi lao dong dwoc nhan mién phi mai ngay 700 gam gao ddi véi nam va
500 gam gao d6i Véi lao dong nit. Ngoai ra ngudi lao dong con ¢ rau xanh, ca kho va
tra. Néu diéu do duoc thuc thi thuc sy thi qua thuc cudc sbng caa ngudi lao dong trong
don dién cao su ciing khong dén ndi nao. Tuy nhién, trén thuc té gao cap cho nguoi lao
dong phan 16n 1a gao muc, ¢4 thbi. Pay 1a mot trong nhiing 1i do gay ra bénh phu va céc
bénh khac & nguoi lao dong. Bén canh do, nhitng ngay nghi khong lam viéc thi cong
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nhan khong duoc phét gao. V& sé lugng gao duoc phat, theo quan diém cua René
Mingot “S6 luong gao nhu thé khéng nhitng di cho mot gia dinh ¢ vai dra con ma con
du dé nudi vai con gia cam va lon” [20; tr.25]. Tuy nhién, trén thuc té, khau phan gao
trén 1a qué thip khong du cho cugc song cua nguoi lao dong. Diéu nay khéng chi cac
nha st hoc Viét Nam ma mot sé nha sir hoc Phap ciing xac nhan. Le Conte, trudng
thanh tra thudc dia cho rang, trong thoi gian binh thuong khau phan gao d6 1a khong d.
Qua so sanh chlng tdi thy ring, khau phan gao cua phu don dién con thap hon khau
phan gao c4p cho ti nhan va linh khé do ¢ Bic Ki. Theo Philippe Le Failler, tir nim
1910 chinh quyén quy dinh cap mién phi 750 gam gao cho mot ngudi bi giam giir va
800 gam gao cho mét linh khé dé [24; tr.379]. Vi khau phan gao khong du trong nhiing
ngay lao dong, thém vao do nhing ngay nghi khong duoc phat gao nén phu don dién
phai gianh mét phan tién luong dé mua gao voi gia rat dét trong don dién. Trong khi d6
tién luong cta cong nhan don dién thi thip so voi gia sinh hoat. Tinh trang nay da day
mot bo phan 16n cong nhan don dién cao su vao tinh trang doi rach, cuc khd hon ca
cudc sdng cua ho trude khi di phu don dién. Diéu nay khéng chi cac nha st hoc Viét
Nam ma mét s6 tu liéu luu trir ctia Phap ciing xac nhan. Trong don gui cho Cong su
Thira Thién, mot nhom lao dong trén don dién cao su Loc Ninh thudc Cong ti cao su
Pong Duong kéu ctru nhu sau: “Chiing t6i ¢ day vo cing toi t&. Ching t6i nhd 6ng can
thiép vai chinh quyén dé gip ching tdi c6 thé thoét khoi cai chét. Gao rat dat trong khi
chding tdi chi kiém dugc 7 dén 8 dong mdi thang . Sé tién nay chi du tra tién mua gao va
ngd. Hién nay ching t6i khdng con mét xu. Chung tdi chic chin sé& chét vi doi va lanh”
[25]. Mot nhém cong nhan khac 1am viée trén don dién Phudc Tan thude Cong ti don
dién Gia Nhan ciing kéu ciu rang: “Chung t6i vo cung doi, doi dén ndi phai vao ring
tim dé cay va la rimg dé an cho khoi chét” [18]. Trong béo cao gui Thong st Bic Ki,
sau chuyén kiém tra cac don dién cao su & Nam Ki vao nam 1927, Bui Bang Doan xac
nhan: “Cong nhan khong nhitng khong thé dam bao cugc séng ciia ho ma con khdng co
thé tiét kiém dé guri vé cho gia dinh vi tién cdng thap va gié sinh hoat qua dat do” [21].
Cudc séng doi kho cia cong nhan don dién cao su con dugc phan anh trong ca dao :

“...Ddn phu phdi séng cugc doi téi tam,

Ca hoi, gao muc quanh nam,

Van chwea day bung, déi nam ring cay” [26 ; tr.17].

Chinh quyén thudc dia ciing thira nhan trong mot bdo cdo mat rang, chinh tién
lwong qua thap, 4p luc thoi gian 1am viéc, diéu kién lao dong toi té va thiéu thn thuc
pham da gép phan day dai bo phan nguoi lao dong trong cac don dién cao su toi tinh
trang cling quan, nghéo déi va tinh trang sac khoe vo cung tham hai [22]. Tai liéu cua
Phip ciing thong tin rang, phu don dién con 1a nan nhan cua t& nan co bac. Trong cac
d6n dién, dién chi cho phép hoat dong co bac va vay nang lai. Theo René Bouvier,

90% nguoi lao dong trong cac ddn dién cao su tham gia vao cac trd do den va thudng
la mat hon 20% tién lwong vao nhitng trd nay. René Bouvier x4c nhan, nhiéu lao dong
trong don dién mat tat ca hoic mot phan lwong khi tham gia vao cac trd d6 den. Ho tro
thanh nan nhan cua nan cho vay ning l4i va tiép tuc bi béc 16t mot 1an nira. Khi
khong ¢ tién tra ng, cong nhan tim cach bo trén khoi don dién. Giam doc Cong ti cay
trong nhiét doi 1a G.Wormser nhan xét rang: “Su lan tran manh mé& cua nhing trd co
bac bip di gay ra su khéo kho va ban cing hda cia nguoi lao dong trén cac don dién
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cao su” [11]. Nan c& bac cua nhitng nguoi lao dong trén ddn dién cao su la co that,
diéu nay ciing dugc Tran Tt Binh xé&c nhan. Tuy nhién, viéc cho rang moi su ngheo
do6i, ban ciing va nhirng cudc bo trén cua ngudi lao dong 1a do bi mat hét tién vao céc
tro do den lira bip trén ddn dién 1a chua thoa dang. D6 chi 1a mot trong nhirng nguyén
nhén, nhung khong phai tit ca. Sy ban cung hoa vé kinh té, tan ta vé suc khoe va thé
chat, khung hoang vé tinh than cua ngudi lao dong trén don dién cao su, ngodi ap luc
lao do6ng nang nhoc, kéo dai, tién luong thdp, doi rét can phai ké toi nhitng khic
nghiét cua diéu kién ty nhién noi ring thiéng nudc doc, dich bénh, sy tra tAn tan nhan,
danh dap cua dién chi va cai don dién. D6 ciing 1a ngudn gbc caa nhitng cudc du
tranh, phan khang cua cong nhan don dién cao su & Nam Ki tir nhirg nam 1927-1928,
khi ma Hoi Viét Nam Cach mang Thanh nién thuc hién “phong trao vé san hoa”, dac
biét 1a tir sau khi Bang Cong san Viét Nam ra doi nam 1930. Pang Van Vinh cling xac
nhan: “Vi cyc khd qua nén phu d6n dién tim cach bo trén. Pan 6ng, dan ba dé tron. Vi
v0 vong ma trén di va di tron dé tranh kiép ngua trau” [3; tr. 78].

3. Két luan

V& khia canh kinh té, don dién cao su duoc gidi tu ban va chinh quyén thuc dan
Phép ca ngoi 1a mot trong nhitng két qua dep nhat trong céng cudc thude dia hda ndng
nghi¢p cua nguoi Phap ¢ Viét Nam. Trén thuc té, cao su tar mot cay trdng ngoai lai cé
nguon goc ¢ chau MJ du nhap vao Viét Nam tur cu0| thé ki XIX, da trd thanh mot linh
vuyc kinh té phat trién niang dong, thu hat nhiéu vén dau tu nhat so vai cac linh vyuc kinh
té khac ¢ Viét Nam tir sau nim 1925. Nho d6, Viét Nam tré thanh nuéc xuat khau cao
su dimg thir 4 trén thé gigi, mang lai nguon lgi nhuan khong 16 cho gidi tu ban Phép.
Nhung nguoi Phap quén rang hozc c6 thé ho khéng muén nhac dén, sy phat trién caa don
dién cao su, loi nhuan ma gigi dién chu Phap thu duoc mot phan rat Ion nho vao su boc
16t lao dong nguoi Viet Nam. Chinh lao dong Viét Nam la lyc luong lao dong chinh dong
vai tro quan trong trong viéc khai hoang, trong, duy tri khai thac cac don dién cao su.

Hau hét lao dong trong d6n dién cao su & Nam Ki 1a nong dan o Bac Ki, Trung Ki
va mot bo phan dan nghéo & Nam Ki. Vi bi mat dit, ho di budc phai ki vao ban giao
kéo ba nam véi dién chi Phéap 1am viéc trén cac don dién cao su véi hi vong tim duoc
mét 16i thoét cho cudc sdng nghéo tlng, ban cung va déi kho noi thon qué. O 4o, dudi
su cai tri va boc 16t caa thuc dan, phong kién cudc soéng cua ho nhu mét dia nguc.
Nhung rdi, nhitng nguoi ndng dan 4y lai roi vao mot dia nguc khéac. O don dién cao su,
nhimg ngudi lao dong lai bi tw ban, dién chi va cai nguoi Viét boc 16t, danh dap, tra tan.
Cugc song cua nhimg ngudi phu ddn dién khong c6 gi thay d6i hon so véi trude do,
tham chi 13 bi ban cung hon. C6 18 sy thay d6i duy nhét Ia ho bj chuyén tir dia nguc nay
sang mot dia nguc khac, “dia nguc cao su”. That xac dang khi Pierre Brocheux, mot nha
st hoc Phap danh gia rang don dién cao su 1a mot x& hoi thu nho cua xa hoi thude dia
Viét Nam dudi sy thdng tri cua Phép [19; tr.70]. Thuc vay, trong cac don dién cao su, &
do6 ciing ton tai quan hé thdng tri, boc 16t cua tu ban thuc dan voi ngudi dan Viét Nam,
cling vé&i d6 1a nhitng mau thuan: mau thuan xa hoi va mau thuan dan toc. D6 1a mau
thuan giira ngudi lao dong voi dién chi va cai don dién; mau thuin gitra toan thé nhan
dan voi thuc dan Phap. Chinh vi thé, dudi ché do thuc dan-phong kién, viéc di chuyén
tir lang qué ra thanh phé, vao dén dién hay ham mo khdng thé nao gitp ngudi dan thoat
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khoi sur boc 16t va ngheo doi, vi ban chat ché do xa hoi thuc dan moi noi la nhu nhau.
Lat d6 ché d¢ cai tri caa thuc dan-phong kién, d6 1a con duong duy nhét dé giai phong
giai cap, giai phong ngudi lao dong va cao hon hét 13 giai phong dan toc. Cach mang
thang Tam nam 1945 thanh cong, dudi su 1anh dao cua Bang Cong san Pong Duong va
Ho Chi Minh d4 chting minh chan If séng ngoi dé.
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ABSTRACT

Rubber Plantation in French Cochin-China: Vietnamese labours’attempts
to escape from a destitute life or a way to “hell on earth”,

A comparison perspective between Vietnamese and French primary documents
Tran Xuan Tri
Faculty of History, Hanoi National University of Education
From the first experiment in 1897, rubber plantations in French Cochin-China
expanded and developed quickly and attracted massive employees from Tonkin and
Annam. Being victims of the new policy of land-prosperity and agricultural tax, most of
Vietnamese farmers were destitute and lived without any land. As a result, they had to
work in rubber plantations in Cochin-China to expect a better future. However, being
opposite to employers’ first promise and the colonial government’s labour-law, labours
had to work from 12 to 14 hours per day in rubber plantations. Working with little
payment, inadequate living standard and heartless treatment of the French landowners
and foremen, Vietnamese labours in rubber plantations became penniless and
impoverished. Rubber plantations were, therefore, the hell on earth towards Vietnamese
labours and it was a small social model of the colonial Vietnam.

Keywords: Rubber plantations, French Cochin-China, employees.
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