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MOT SO PAC PIEM THO CAO BA QUAT
Lé Thj Dung'
TOM TAT

Cao Bd Quat (1809 -1855) - mét nha tho lon, mot hién tuong déc ddo trong van hoc
trung dai Viét Nam. Tho éng khong chi cho thdy mot nhén cach, mét ban linh ké si dang né
trong (qua hinh twong tic gid), ma con cho thdy nhiéu vin dé mang ¥ nghia xd hoi - tham
mi sdu sdc. Khong it nhitng théng diép tir tho Cao Bd Qudt, cho dén hém nay van con
mang tinh thoi sw, dang dé cho nguwoi hién dai phdi suy ngam nhiéu. Bai viét di sau phdn
tich, xdc dinh mét sé déc diém ciia tho Cao Bé Qudt mang tinh than dy cia nha tho.

Twr khoa: Cao Ba Quat, tho, ddc diém tho, 1ai tir da cing.

1. PAT VAN bE

Cao Ba Quat ndi 1én nhu mét trong nhimng dinh cao cta ban linh va tai niang tho.
Ong 12 ngudi giau khi phach trong doi ciing nhu trong tho, 14 nguoi cia tri tué anh minh va
cam xuc chat loc. Xét vé mat sb lwong tac phém, 6 thé Xép Cao B4 Quat 1a mot “ng6i sao
sang nhat” trong s6 cac danh gia dudi thoi trung dai. DAy 1a diéu dic biét bsi sau khi 6ng
bi hoa “tru di tam tdc”, moi vét tich vé ong déu c6 thé bi x6a nhoa, ndi gi dén tho. Thé
nhung dudng nhu su sang tao da khong thé bi cai ac vii 1ap. Poc gia yéu mén tho 6ng (c6
thé 1a nhan dan va céc bac thic gia) dd bao gan luu giit, truyén lai. Sang thé ki XX, tho van
Cao Ba Quat tung budce dugc suu tap, phién dich, nghién ctru va gidi thi¢u ngay cang rong
rii hon. Pén nay sing tac cua 6ng dugc dong dao ban doc biét dén (chu yéu 1a tho chir
Han, khoang 1000 bai), c6 thé chi 1a mot phan trong di san van hoc (bang chit Han va chir
Nom) ma 6ng dé lai. Rat can thiét phai c6 nhiing cong trinh phan tich, xac dinh dic diém
tho ciia mot nhan cach va tai nang dac biét nhu Cao Ba Quat.

2. MOT SO PAC PIEM NOI BAT CUA THO CAO BA QUAT
2.1. Tho Cao Ba Quit - tiéng néi ciia mdt ban linh va Kkhi tiét cao cwong

Nguoi duong thoi goi Cao Ba Quat va Nguyén Vin Siéu (ban than cua 6ng)
12 “Thén Siéu, Thanh Quat”. Cao B4 Quat timg xac dinh: “Vin nhu con ngudi ctia nd. Vin
tham hau thi con ngudi cua né tram tinh, van 6n nhu thi con ngudi cua né 6n hoa, van cao
khiét thi con ngudi ciia né dam ma gian; van hing hén thi con nguoi ctia né cuong ma
nhanh; vin uyén sau thi con nguoi ciia né thuan tiy ma ding dan”.

Khéng khé dé nhéan ra nét khoang dat, cao khiét, manh mg, rin réi trong tu duy tho
Cao B4 Quat. Cao Ba Quat say sua ca ngoi canh tri non song dt nude; ca ngoi Hung Pao
Vuong - vi anh hiing ctru nuée lam cho quan Nguyén bat via kinh hén; ca ngoi hanh dong
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nghia khi ctia Chu Van An,... Khi tho manh m¢, hung trang nhu khi chét, tiét thao cua con
ngudi 6ng. Tuy nhién do bi ti day nhiéu trong nha ti triéu Nguyén, trong tho 6ng ¢6 tim
trang vt Grc, cdm gian. Ong 18n an cai gong nhu 1a hién nhan cua cai ac, sy bat cong; cai
gong khong hé mang y nghia ctia cong ly phan xét:

Gong dai!

Gong dai!

May biét thé nao duwoc ai phai va ai trdi

May chi la cai may lam nhuc nguoi doi thoi...

Cao Ba Quit udc cai gong bién thanh cai thang may dé 6ng cudi con gid va cudi xda
bay di. Ong cling vi minh nhu con hac, con chim hong bi dau, d3 bao 1au khong con hi
vong. Khi dugc dinh t01 va tam tha, dugc di Xuét duong va phuc vu m¢t doan ra nudc
ngoai, 6ng cam thidy minh dugc chip canh bay giita khong gian rong 1én. Ra nudc ngoai,
dugc mo mang tAm mat, éng thay rd su khac nhau trong 18i séng ciia ngudi phuong Tay so
vo1 nguoi phuong Pong.

Vira 1a nha tho déng thoi ciing 13 lanh tu cia phong trao nong dan khoi nghia (thi
linh cua cudc khoi nghia My Luong), Cao B4 Quat 18 mot ngudi cé ban linh dac biét. Tho
van cua 6ng ciing thé hién rat rd cai ban linh 4y. Cao Ba Quat khong a0 tudng véi tridu dai
nao. Tho cang vé sau cang hao hung, khoang dat. Chia tay v4i ban trén séng nuée bao la,
ong nghi dén “chi 16n mudn dam” (Thanh Tri phiém chdu nam ha), & qua nii Duc Thuy
udce 1én dinh nui dé hat giri tim 1ong vao may nudc (Qud Duc Thiyy Som)... Ngay ca khi
viét vé cic nhan vat lich su, 6ng ciing ca ngoi nhitng nhén vét ¢ chi khi, ¢6 su nghiép phi
thuong (Vinh Phit Péng Thién Vieong, vinh Chu Vin An)... Ong cho ring cudc doi cd 'y
nghia chinh 13 cudc doi duoc hoat dong s6i noi, cé céng hién cho dan cho nudc, chir khong
phai 1a tim 161 nhan tan. Céc sdng tic cia ong ludn cho thiy cai sing siing cao 16n, vuot
1én cai thip 1& t& ctia ché do phong kién tridu Nguyén ntra dau thé ki XIX. Cac tac pham
ctia 6ng cling thoat han khoi vong “kiém toa ctia Nho gido”.

Xuat than 14 con quan va ciing 13 gia dinh nho hoc, nhung nhiing rang budc ctia Nho
gido khong “tréi chan” dugc Cao B4 Quat. Ong c6 cach nhin, cach danh gid riéng cia
minh vé cudc séng, khong phu thudc hay cing diém nhin véi thé gidi quan Nho gido. Tai
tir da cing phii 14 mot tac pham nodi tiéng ctia dng, vira co nét gan gili vira c6 nhitng nét
khac biét véi Han nho phong vi phii cia Nguyén Céng Trir. Nguyén Cong Trir thé hién cai
nghéo cua minh trong Han nho phong vi phii ¢é vé chua chat chiu dung (c6 thé Nguyén
Cong Trir van trong vong “kiém téa” ctia Nho gido). Cao B4 Quat lai khong nhu vay. Cao
Ba Quat tham thia ci nghéo, khinh ghét nhiing ké khom lung cui gbi hong cau danh loi.
Ong ciing khong “thi vi” vé cai nghéo, cang khong tin & triét 1i tudn hoan hay dinh ménh
ctia Nho gigo. Ong tin vio chinh minh, chinh minh hanh dong dé thay d6i cudc doi minh:

Bai phii Dwong Hiing dii nghiém td, thi xin tong ban quy ra dén mién Pong Hadi dé
ta deo vong thw kiém quyét xoay bach oc lqi ldu dai.

Cdu van Han Dii dau thiéng chang, thi xin tong cing than ra dén bién Cén Lon dé ta
gdnh vdc giang son, quyét ném thanh khéam sang cam ti... [3; tr.219].
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Quan niém khoang dat, rong md, c6 phan ngao nghé nhu thé, khong thé néi 13 quan
niém chinh théng ciia Nho gido duge. Ong nhan ra sy bién doi ciia van chuwong dwong thoi,
cang dau x4t hon khi biét rang tinh trang d6 1a do dudng 16i van chuong md tdi, do tuc hoc
gdy nén. Y thirc cua mot nha tho khién 6ng ban khoidn lo lang, dong thoi thdy o trach
nhiém cua minh:

Puong 16i van chirong mo 16i da tan
Thoi tuc hoc lai cang léch lac.
Hang cao thi tung sinh dén 16t béc,
Hang thdp thi di vao thap hén nhé mon
Than éi! Ta biét theo ai?
Lot kéo lai, ta khong con cach nao nita chang?
(Nam muoi van tho cudc song)

Cao B4 Quét nhan thay rd sy go bé trong quy ché truong thi; thdy rd su tai hai cua
cai hoc khoa ctr. Ong chi rd: “Céi khoa hoc thi ctr in sau vio 6¢ ngudi ta d may tram nam,
tiéng vang ctia phong nhi hau nhy tat han”. Phai 1 ngudi ¢6 chi khi, ban linh cao cuong
méi dam di nguoc lai diéu ma ca xa hoi phong kién dang theo mét “16i mon”, khuén sdo
clmg nhic.

2.2. Tho Cao Ba Quat la tieng nodi ctia m¢t tim hon gidu cam thong, ning triu
suy tu vé cugc song, vé c¢6i nhan sinh va kiép ngwoi

Tho Cao Ba Quat ddi ddo cam xtic, ddm chit suy tw, cam nghi. Hai mat ndy két hop
hai hoa, chat ché xuyén sudt trong tho 6ng. Ong thudong it khi bo hep cam xiic trong gidi han
cu thé vé ddi twong phan anh hay miéu ta, ma mé rong, nang cao, tr do lién tudéng nhiéu hién
tuong xa hoi, con nguoi, thé gidi nhan sinh... Nho chu trong lién tudng, nha tho dat ra biét
bao nhiéu vin dé xi hoi lién quan. Bai Dwong phu hanh duge viét trong thoi gian Cao Ba
Quat di theo mot phai doan sang Indonesia (6ng phai “lap cong chudc tdi” - mot dang cai tao
cho nhimng ké duoc tridu dinh tam tha). Khi bat gip nhimg “bic tranh hanh phic thu nho”
ciia d6i vo chong ngudi phuong Ty “ong nhu tim thiy diém chung nao d6 gitta mot dat
nuée xa x6i va dan toc minh. Ong thdy canh quan mot dém tring trén bién, bién lang nhu
cudc doi binh ling clia ngudi phu nit phuong Tay. Ong cam nhdn duoc va thé hién mot cach
tinh t& “mau tring nhu tuyét” cua trang phuc ngudi phy nit phwong Tay kia - trang phuc mau
tring 12 mau rat hiém déi véi phy nit Viét Nam thoi xwa. Duéi ci nhin cia Cao B4 Quat, tu
thé ngdi ctia co thiéu phu, ngdi tra minh vao vai lang quan, ngdm triang va nhin cac thuong
thuyén (trong d6 c6 thuyén cua ngudi Nam vdi ngon dén sang), day 1a tu thé ngdi cia cac
cip tinh nhan, nhiing d6i uyén wong, thé hién su tu do yéu duong, tu do trao gui tm tinh,
hiém c6 trong tho vin truyén thong cua ta. Ciing tir d6 dng thiy cudc song vién mén sung tic
qua nhitng biéu hién bé ngoai ctia ngudi phu nit phwong Tay. Chi tiét “hitng hd cdc sita
biéng cam tay” thé hién cudc sdng trong no di, sung tic vé vat cht, vién méan vé tinh than
clia con nguoi. Bai tho ¢ 8 dong, mdi dong c6 7 chit, nhung lai khong phai tho that ngon bat
ct, loai tho Puong luat dang d6i nghiém chinh, ma 1a thudc thé “hanh”. Bai tho c6 2 kho.
Khé dau lay van tric, kho sau ldy van bang (nhung trong ban dich, ca 2 kho déu van bang;
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can chu y khi phéan tich bai tho nay, khong nén tan duong tir ngit va cach hiép van & ban
dich). Bai Pé sau khiic yén dai anh ngit cuia éng D6 sdt ho Bui lai ra doi sau khi Cao Ba
Quat cong can & Indonesia vé. Tac gia Yén Pai 1a ngudi ciing thoi véi Cao Ba Quat, di st &
Trung Qudc vé dé lai tap sach trén. Cao B4 Quat t6 y cam phuc quyén sach nay, boi né 1a
cuén sach cudn hit, thoi thuc manh mé. Tuy 1a ngudi hoc rong, tinh thong moi nh& nhung
Cao khong mudn vuii dau vao sach vé. Ong mudn ngang doc tung hoanh trong vii tru bao la,
tim kiém kién thirc doi séng thuc tién méi that ddng quy. Khi doc sach Yén dai, ong ngo ra
strc cudn hut cuia Yén dai truée hét 1 tir diém nhin: ngdi trén “ba thudc vong” ma nhu thiy
nhimng ddy nui 16n, nhitng con song dai, nhu tiép xtc duoc vdi bao hao kiét, thanh hién.
Quan trong hon 13 gia tri thuc tién boi sach cua D6 sat ho Bui 1a sach viét vé nhiing diéu mat
thiy tai nghe, vi vAy ma né sinh dong va hip dan, khac hin loai sich néi suéng, nham chan,
loai sach van chuong cir ti, vin chuong theo 16i thi ctr sdéo mon. Cao B4 Quat 1én an loai
sach truong quy, thiéu kién thirc thuc tién ma ong van hoc trude day. Nguyén ban bai tho 1a
chit Han, thé tho bay chit van tric. Ban dich ctia Hoang Tao chu yéu 13 8 chit, ¢6 khi 9 chit
hodc 10 chit, nhung nhip di¢u trong bai dich nhe nhang, thanh thoat hon. Pa ) dong tho 8
chir déu ngit theo nhip ba am dau v6i nim dm cudi. Tho Cao Ba Quit ciing dung kha nhiéu
dién tich cb trong st Trung Qudc, didu nay hoan toan phu hop véi viée van tho ¢d, thuong
su dung nhiéu dién tich c6 trong kho tang van hda c6. Mdi dién tich, tu nd chira dung mot
n6i dung thim mi nhéat dinh.

2.3. Tho Cao Ba Quat la tiéng néi ciia mot tim hon tho, mét quan niém tho
doc dao
Trude Cao Ba Quat nguoi ta quan niém tho cé nhiéu loai va mdi loai ¢ mot s6 tinh

chat nhit dinh, dam bao duoc thi tho s& hay, bang khong thi s& dé. Theo Lé Quy Dén, “Néi
vé viéc theo hau noi dai cac thi 6n hoa, nhuan nhi va phong phu; néi vé viée dong quan, dén
thu thi lanh lung, hung trang. Miéu ta thoi tiét, canh vat quy & chd thanh tao, dep d&; miéu ta
ring ndi an dat quy & chd nhan nhé, phong khoang. To bay ¥ chi can phai trang trong; viéng
c¢b can phai cam khai; ting nhau nén mém mong, luu luyén”. Nhung Cao B4 Quét khong cho
d6 1a sy khai quat cé tinh chit toan dién, khong cho d6 1a nhimg nguyén tic, cong thirc ma
nguoi cam but phai tuan theo. Ong dat van dé theo 16i tu duy ngh¢ thuat: vé cau, chit, van,
nhip, diéu, vi c6 nhu thé méi hop véi tho, v6i cac thé loai khac nhu cdo, phu, chiéu, biéu...
Theo ong luat 1¢ 1a can thiét, song diéu quyét dinh 1a tw twdng, tinh cam clia ngudi sang tac.
Ong ndi: “Ban vé tho, tuy phai cha trong v& quy céch, song lam tho thi phai gbc & tinh
tinh™ . X¢ét “tinh tinh” 1a géc ctia tho, Cao B4 Quat da dé cap dén mot van dé co ban cua sang
tac nghé thuat, do 1a sy rung cam ctia nguoi nghé si. Nghé si phai rung cam that thi tho mai
¢6 hon, c6 kha ning truyén cam, lan toa.

BPién dao xudn tém bat tw tri

Tay Ho chdn cd thi Tay Thi

Doanh doanh thuy dai ba binh hau

Khiic khiic quan yéu théo luc thi

(Long xudn nghiéng nga khéng tw cam giik noi
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Tdy Ho qua thdt la mot nang Téay Thi

Mat may day dan 1o khi séng lang

Lung nguoi con gdi uon éo la lic ngon ¢é xanh)
(Du Tdy Ho bdt tuyét - bai 2)

Tho Cao B4 Quit cho thdy nha tho rit ning dong, da dang trong van dung cac but
phép (tu su, trir tinh, miéu ta,...) va cic bién phap tu tir. Ching han & bai Phd nam cung
xudt giao mon biét chu dé tir, nha tho viét:

Du tir ¢6 qubc

Man man huong truong 1o
Xudt giao thién vi lwong
Hanh sic ddi so vii

Pé tir tong ngii hanh
Twong tity bdt nhan tru
Khaoi thi nhi nir tinh
Yém dién 1é nhir chii

Uc ngd tich nién du
Divi phu danh ngo

Thir biét huu an chi
Vang su khéng hoi thi.

Cao B4 Quat d3 tuan theo quy luét didn bién cua tu tuéng va tinh cam, do d6 phan
anh mot cich chan thuc nhip diéu 1én xudng clia dong tinh cam tac gia, va ciing do tic gia
c6 mot tim hon phong phii, mot cam xtc ddi dio.

T khi 18u chong di thi, dén khi budng thanh guom giita chién trudng, Cao Ba Quat
luén 6m 4p hoai bio vi dan, vi nuée. Tu tudng yéu nude, thuong dan 13 tu tudng chinh tri
tién bo, ciing 13 tu twéng sang tao chu dao trong tho Cao B4 Quat. Hoan toan c¢6 co s& dé
khéng dinh: Tho Cao Ba Quat “c6 ndi dung tu tudng cao, co6 tac dung gido duc, dong vién,
¢6 vl manh mé ”. Cao Ba Quat 1a nguoi doc nhiéu, di nhiéu, trai nghiém nhiéu, lai c6 quan
niém tho doc d4o, c¢6 nang luc sang tao ddi dio, tir d6, c6 nhiéu bai tho doc ddo, hap dan...

3. KET LUAN

Tho Cao Ba Quat 1a mdt hién twgng doc ddo trong tho ca Viét Nam trung dai. Cac
sang tac cua Cao B4 Quat cho thdy mot phong cach riéng, tai hoa, khong chap va, séng
sugng ma manh me, quyét liét... biéu dang tiéc 1a ong it lam tho Nom, nhét 13 & ching
dudong van hoc chit Nom dan tdc dat dén dinh cao véi hang loat tac phém dé doi nhu
Chinh phy ngdm, Truyén Hoa tién, Truyén Kiéu... Cang dang tiéc hon khi Cao B4 Quat
chua giam “liy quéc ngit lam vin chuong” (“ldy qudc ngir 1am vin chuong ta chwa dam
vay” - bai twa ciia Cao Ba Quat vé Truyén Hoa tién). Tho 6ng ciing con dung nhiéu dién
tich, dién cb, lam cho nguoi doc kho hiéu, phai tra ctru cong phu. Tinh lan toa trong tho
ong duong nhu chi gidi han ¢ gidi “tao nhan, mac khach”, gidi hoc thuat. Tuy nhi€n, mat
vai han ché iy khong hé 1am giam gi4 tri nhiéu mat ciia tho Cao B4 Quat. Tir hién tugng
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tho Cao B4 Quat, ching ta tim th?iy nhiéu bai hoc gia tri vé tu tudng chinh tri, xa hdi, vé

quan ni€m va ngh¢ thudt sdng tao thi ca.
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SOME CHARACTERISTICS OF CAO BA QUAT’S POETRY

Le Thi Dung

ABSTRACT

Cao Ba Quat (1809-1818) - a great poet, a unique phenomenon in medieval

Vietnamese literature. His poetry not only reveals a respectable personality, a respectable
scholar (through the image of the author), but also shows many issues of deep social and
aesthetic significance. Many messages from Cao Ba Quat's poems are still applicable
today, worthy of much reflection for modern people. The article goes in depth to analyze
and identify some characteristics of Cao Ba Quat's poetry that bears the spirit of the poet.

Keywords: Cao Ba Quat, poetry, poetic characteristics, unlucky actor.
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