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Li THUYET THANH CHAN X
GS.TS NGUYEN DUC DAN

Tac gia bai [9] viét vé “X - bar Theory” trong ngtr phap tao sinh cua N.
Chomsky khong hé trich ddn mot cong trinh cy thé nao, khong dan ngudn gbc
cua khai niém X-bar nhung trong “Tai liéu tham khao” chi néu mot cdng trinh
noi tiéng Chomsky viét nim 1965. Dicu nay dan t&i hai hi€u lam déng ticc:
hoac khai niém X-bar méc nhién la cuia Chomsky va xuat hién tir 1965; hoac
khai niém X-bar khong phai cia Chomsky cOn cua ai thi khong 1. Vi vay,
trong bai nay, t61 mudn dugc trinh bay rd khai niém nay.

1. Ki phap “X-bar”: lich sir va khai niém co ban

Trong bai giang Remarks on nominalisation vao nam 1967 N. Chomsky
da dua ra khai ni¢m “X - bar”, nhung bai nay chinh thirc in nam 1970 trong
[8]. Vi vay khi dan khai niém nay, nguoi thi ghi 1967 nguoi thi ghi 1970.

Trong md hinh ngit phap ctia N. Chomsky co cac quy tdc viét lai.

A — B - C, nghia la khi gap ki hiéu A chi mot pham tri nao d6 ching
ta s& viét lai A thanh chudi hai ki hiéu B - C. Néu B lai duoc viét lai thanh B
— D - E chang han, thi pham trii A duoc miéu ta thanh chudi A =[D - E] - C.

Duéi dang so do cay, cau truc cua A dugc mi€u ta nhu hinh 1 duoi day:

A
¢

A

D E

Hinh 1

N. Chomsky [3] nhan xét nhu sau:
“Quy tic viét lai nhitng pham tru nay thuong la:
(1) (8) NP — N Comp
(b) VP — V Comp
(c) AP > A Comp
O @6 Comp 1a bo ngir
Quy tic viét lai Comp s& la:
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(2) Comp —> NP, S, NP S, NP PP, PP PP, ...

Céu trac ctia 3 quy tac (a) - (C) trén day gibng nhau. Péu c6 phan trung
tam X kém theo 1a bo ngit. Va pham trit Comp (b6 ngir) khong hé co vai tro
quan trong trong phép bién d6i. Vay thi c¢6 thé khai quat: Thay 3 quy tic viét lai
& (1) bang mot luoc d6 duy nhat, & d6 cac pham tru tir vung N (danh), V
(ddng), A (tinh) duoc thong nhat thay bang mot bién X. Ching ta dung ki
hiéu X dé chi mot ct doan ma trung tdm 1a X. Cé gach ngang trén ki hiéu
X nén dugc goi 1a X - bar (thanh chan X). Cac quy tac viét lai co so dé dua
vao cac pham tra N, V, A 13 mot liege do quy tic (3):

() X > X...

Déu ba chdm nghia 13 c6 nhitng pham tri bd ngir khac nhau c6 thé dung
vao vi tri X. D6 1a N, V hay A. Chiing ta ni X chi phdi X.

Tuong tu, ¢t doan tryuc tiép chi ph(r)iy sé duoc ki hiéu ax (thanh chian
kép, X - bar-bar, X double bar). Vay thi, cac ctt doan chi phéi truc tiép N,
A, V s& 1an luot Ki hidu bang N, A,V .Dé théng nhat cach ghi cho ki hiéu
maéi nay, ching ta goi cu doan gin két véi N, A, \7trong cau trac N, A,
V 1a “thanh phan dic thu” cta chung. Thanh phan dic thu cua X duogc ki
hiéu 13 (Spec, X ), nghia 1a ta co quy tic viét lai:

X — (Spec, X ) X

Quy tic viét lai du tién ctia mot ngir phap sé& la:

Tir day so do cua thanh chin kép X nhu hinh 2:

|

Spec X
X Comp
Hinh 2

(Spec, N ) s& duoc phan tich thanh dinh ngft, (Spec, V ) s& 1a nhiing trg
dong tir, co thé 1a nhiing trang tir thoi gian, (Spec, A) la nhiing yéu t6 gin voi
tinh tur trong cu doan tinh tur (nhu cAu truc so sanh, very,...).

Vi li do ki thuat v& hinh va in 4n, dé don gidn chiing ta ciing c6 thé dung ki
hiéu X’ thay cho ki hiéu X , va X’ thay cho X .
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2. So @0 cdy mot cti doan miéu ta theo ki phap thanh chin X thé nao?
Quan sat 3 cu doan sau:

(1) Privatize hospitals

(2) To privatize hospitals

(3) Plans to privatize hospitals (nhitng ké hoach tu hiru hoa bénh vién)

CAu truc cua (1) 1a mot dong ngir (VP). D& thiy VP =V - N. O day, V
la trung tAm, ciing goi 1a chinh té. Va (1) 1a cAu trac hudng tam. Nguoi ta noi
ca cau tric ndy 1a mot chiéu xa cua dong tir trung tam privatize (tu hiru hoa).

CAu tric cta (2) 1a mot cii doan nguyén thire, ki hiéu 1a IP. Khai niém
nay dugc N. Chomsky [4] dua ra nam 1981. Pay khong phai 1a mot VP, vi
n6 va VP nhan nhimng kiéu phan bd khac nhau. D& thay diéu ndy qua nhitng
cap cau dung/ sai dudi day:

(1) (a) They ought (to privatize hospitals)

(b) *They ought (< privatize hospitals)

(2) (a) They should (& privatize hospitals)

(b) * They should (to privatize hospitals)

Trong ca doan (2) thi to c6 pham tri bién t4 |, ciing viét INFL. N6 la trung
tdm cua ct doan nguyén thirc IP, va gan két vi VP. Xem thém thi du (11).

D@ thay (3) 1a danh ngit chira (2). Danh ngir (3) ndy c6 trung tdm 1 “plans”,
nd c6 thé dung dé tra 16i cau hoi dai loai nhu “Ho khong hai 1ong vé nhitng
diéu gi?”

So d6 céu tric cua (2) va (3) duge phan tich nhu hai hinh 3 va 4 duéi day:

I P N P
P | o~
A% N plans I VP
| ™~
to privatize hospitals to I{f

privatize hospitals

Hinh 3 Hinh 4

Danh ngit (NP) “several of John’s proofs the theorem™ dugc N. Chomsky
[3] phan tich nhu sau: “proofs the theorem” 1a danh nglr trung tdm nén dugc
ki hiéu la N . Cai dac thu cua nd la “several of John” s& duoc ki hiéu la
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(Spec, N ). Trong ¢ ‘proofs the theorem” thi danh tir proofs la trung tdm, nd ¢

dang s6 nhiéu, va xuat phat tir dong tir prove, nén duoc ghl nhan 1a c6 nét nghia

[prove, pl]. Vay nén danh ngi trén dugc phan tich dai dé nhu hinh dudi day:
[

=
| |
[Spec, V] N
— | L
Several [+def, ] ‘\T N
John lporove, pll  the theorem

(several of John'’s proaofs the theorem™

Sau nay, nguoi ta mi€u ta lai nhu hinh 11 va 14 nhiing ¢t doan NP tuong tu.
3. M6 rong
Ki phap “thanh chin - X” ngay lap tic duoc chip nhan rong rai. N6 nhu
mot phuong tién dung dé miéu ta ngdén ngir. Nhiéu cong trinh da phan tich
ciu trac ctia nhitng ngdn ngir khac nhau theo cach dung ki phap thanh chén.
Chung ta minh hoa va giai thich thém nhitng diéu N. Chomsky da viét.

Trén day, ching ta phéan tich (1) - (3) thanh nhitng VP, IP va NP. La cl
doan, nhung chang c6 thé xuat hién trong 101 ndi thudng ngdy véi cuong vi
la cAu. Ching han, (1) - (3) c6 thé 1an luot dung dé tra 16i nhirng cau hoi sau:

(1A) Nha nudc dang co ké hoach gi? (Pap: privatize hospitals)
(2A) Muc tiéu chinh cta ké hoach nay 1a gi? (Pap: to privatize hospitals)
(3A) X4 hoi khong dong tinh véi diéu gi? (Bap: Plans to privatize hospitals)

O ca ba ct doan (1) - (3) thi yéu t6 trung tim dtng dau. B6 ngit luon luén
dung bén phai nd. Pay 1a mot dic diém cia tiéng Anh. Va tiéng Viét ciing
vay. Diém luru y 1a trong “to privatize hospitals” thi to Ia trung thm. Diéu nay
chimg minh dugc qua nhitng cip cau chdp nhan bo ngit Ia “to privatize hospitals”
nhung khong chap nhan bd ngit 1a “privatize hospitals”, va nguoc lai. Xem
[10, §2.5]. Trong mdt cu doan, ngoai trung tim co6 thé xuat hién mot thanh
phan dic thi. Thé nao 1a mot dic thu? Trong nhitng ¢t doan dudi ddy, phan
gach duéi 1 trung tim con phan in nghiéng 1a dic thu:
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(1) (a) straigh to bed
(b) such a pity
(c) Each teasing the other
(d) Why are we waiting?
(e) Government plans to privatize hospitals
Chl’mg, ta thay phan dic thu c1:1a nhitng cu doan trén luon h{f)n dirng dﬁg
tién. Vay cau tric cua (6a) - (6€) déu la “dac thu - trung tam - bo ngir”. So do

ctia chung déu nhu hinh 2 trén day.

-_—

Mot thi du khac: cum dong tir “never eats candy” cé V = “eats” la trung
tam. Va V = eats candy; trang ngit never Ia phan dgc thu (Spec) cua V . Con VP,
chinh 1a V. Hinh 5, so d cAu trac cua no, cting khuon theo hinh 2.

VP
adv/\ v
‘ /\
never Vv NP

eats  candy

Hinh 5

C6 mot khai niém lién quan dén ki phap thanh chin. D6 1a su chiéu xa.

So do cau tric ciia danh ngit , nhu (6€) “Government plans to privatize
hospitals” thé nao? Danh tir “plans” c6 bd ngit 1a mot IP (to privatize hospitals),
chung gén két v6i nhau thanh danh ngit NP va viét 1a N (theo ki phap thanh
chan) Cai dac thu cia N 1a danh tir ¢ ‘government”. Trung tdm cua N ‘plans”.
N bao trum “plans”. Nguoi ta noi: “plans” da chiéu xa vao N. Tiép dén, N lai chiéu
xa vao N bao trum no. Vi vay, N la mot chiéu xa trung gian (intermediate)
ciia N (plans). Ta noi N, tic 1a (6e), 1a mot chiéu xa cuc dai cua N (plans).
Trén day la su chiéu xa ctia mot danh tur. Ciing c0 su chiéu xa ciia mot dong
tr, mot tinh tur, mot gidi tir thanh déng ngil, tinh ngtt, gidi nglr. Mot cach
khai ai quat, khi mé rong mot chinh td (tirc 1a tir trung tim) X ta c6 mdt chiéu
xa X clia n6. Mot chiéu xa 6i thiéu ciia X 1a chinh X. Goi X 1a chidu xa
trung gian ctua X vi X con nim trong mot chiéu xa X ctia 1. Chuing ta goi
X 12 chiéu xa cure dai cia X vi nd khong con mo rong hon nira.


http://translate.googleusercontent.com/translate_c?hl=vi&prev=/search%3Fq%3DWhat%2Bis%2BX-bar%2Btheory%26hl%3Dvi%26biw%3D1269%26bih%3D539%26prmd%3Dimvns&rurl=translate.google.com&sl=en&twu=1&u=http://linguisticsnet.com/index.php%3Foption%3Dcom_glossary%26Itemid%3D2%26id%3D15%26letter%3DA&usg=ALkJrhhuM5WiSdQLvfI_QSq3dR4wZstWFw
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Nhu vay, trong cau “He is proud of you” (N6 fi hao vé ban) thi tinh ngit
“proud of you” 1 chiéu xa cuc dai ctia proud vi khong con tinh ngit nao bao
trium tinh nglr nay nira. Con trong cau “He is proud” (No thi kiéu cang), proud
vira 1a chiéu xa cuc tiéu (boi 18 proud khong 1a chiéu xa ciia mdt trung tdm
nao khac ngoai chinh né), vira 1a chiéu xa cuc dai (boi 18, proud n6é khéng
nam trong mot chiéu xa nao khac).

Nhu vy, phan trén ctia so d6 ciu triic (6€) nhu hinh 6 dudi day:

NP (=N)

/\
N N

Government
Hinh 6

NGt N chinh 13 hinh 4 ¢6 dinh NP = N . Pem ndi hinh 4 vio nit N s&
duoc so do cua 6e.

So do cau tric ciia mot gidi ngik diege miéu ta thé ndo? Dé miéu ta VP
“never eats candy in school”, ta nhan thdy V c6 giéi ngit PP. Vay & hinh 5,
mo rong NGt V thanh “V - PP” ta s& duogc so dd ctia nd, nhu hinh 7:

VP

3
4
&

eats candy in  school
Hinh 7

Lai xét gidi nglt md rong trong 161 dap & doan thoai sau:
SP1: Ong A b6 phiéu thé nao?
SP2: (7) Against government plans to privatize hospitals

Cum gi6i ngit trén day dugc hinh thanh do gin két gidi tir Against voi
danh ngir (6€). Vay so do cua nd (hinh 8) sé c6 dinh la mdt PP, r& hai nhanh
P (against) va NP = N (= 6e).
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PP (=7)
P N)D
— T~
against N N°
government
Hinh 8

O hinh trén, nGt N” chinh 14 hinh 6, & d6 nat N’chinh 1a dinh NP cua
hinh 3. Pem ndi hinh 3 vao nat N’ s& duoc so d6 cua (7).

So do cdu triic ciia mot ddng ngit mé rong miéu td thé nao?
Chidng ta xét dong nglr mé rong trong 101 dap & doan thoai sau:
SP1: Nhitng ngudi phan ddi s& lam gi?

SP2: (8) vote against government plans to privatize hospitals

DPong ngit /VP ¢ 101 dap gdm dong tir vote gin két véi gisi ngit/ PP (7).
So db céu trac cua (8) 1a hinh (9) c6 dinh 14 mot VP véi hai nhanh r& 1a V
(vote) va PP (7).

VP
/A_\‘\_
A PP

vote
Hinh 9

O hinh trén, nat PP chinh 14 hinh 8. Pem ndi hinh 8 vao nat PP & hinh 9
s& dugc so do cua (8).

Cau duwoc miéu td thé nao?

Biét cach miéu ta NP, VP, AP, PP nhu di trinh bay ta d& dang miéu ta
dugc so dd ciu tric cua hai cau dudi day:

(9) The new teacher read a short book in the library.

(10) Mary read her proof of the problem.

ViS— N V (=N V"), nén:

0 (9), N = the new teacher = the - N’ = the - new teacher = the - adj- N

V' =read a short book - in the library = V -PP =V - ashort book - PP

“a short book” 1a mot N gibng nhu “the new teacher”.
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Vay cau (9) dugc phan tich nhu hinh 10 dudi day:
S

/’\
N '

DET N /\ PP
th|e A{\N A% N’ /\

| N
new teacher read DET N’ i1|1 D]|£T N’
a Adj N the library

short book

Hinh 10

Trong cau (10) bd ngit cita dong tir 1a danh ngit N = “her proof of the
problem”. N6 chi phéiﬁ c6 trung tdm Ia N = proof. Vay N = “her proof of
the problem” = her - N - PP. Vay cau (10) c6 s0dd S — N” - V” = Mary - [V -
N”] = Mary - [read - N”]. So d6 b6 ngit N” nay duoc [12] phan tich nhu

hinh 11:

N:

I‘IJ—,,
N (\PP

| |

N prooft I/\N”

| | /\ .

her of DET N
I |
the N

theorem

Hinh 11

4. Li thuyét thanh chin - X hién thoi

Céu trac cdu ciing gidng nhu ciu trac cia cu doan bién té IP. Do vay |i
thuyét thanh chin duoc khai quat hon nita. Chung ta giai thich diéu nay qua
nhirng thi du dudi day.

Quan sat cau dap (11) trong doan thoai dudi day:
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SP1: Nhitng nguoi chong ddi s& lam gi?
SP2: (11) They will vote against government plans to privatize hospitals

Theo gia thuyet khai quat cau truc cua cau ciing dugc hinh thanh theo
cung mdt cach gan két gibng nhu ciu trac cia ct doan. Nghia 1a trg dong tur
will d3 gin két véi VP dung sau nd. Dai tir they gan két voi cum tir vira duge
tao thanh dé thanh cau. Theo gia thuyét trung tdm dung trudc bd ngir va cai
dic thu dung trude cung, ching ta s& chip nhan will 12 trung tam, VP 1a b
nglr va cai dac thu la they. Noi cach khac, trg dong tur will 1a trung tam cia
mdt ca doan nguyén thirc IP, & d6 will gan két voi VP tao nén chiéu xa truc
tiép I”. Dén luot minh I” gan két v6i they dé tao ra IP. Pay 1a ci dogn tinh théi.
Vay ciu trac cta (11) s& co so d6 nhu hinh 12 dudi day:

IP
Pr/\l
they I VP
Wllll vote a!gainst government plans to privatize hospitals
Hinh 12

Chung ta Iwu ¥ rang trong hinh trén, VP chinh 14 ct doan (8) ¢6 Iuoc d6
nhu hinh 9, & d6 gidi ngir PP (against government plans to privatize hospitals)
c¢6 lugc d6 nhu hinh 8. Pinh N (= NP = plans to privatize hospitals) trong
hinh 8, chinh la hinh 3.

NGt X cling c6 thé duoc phat trién mot cach dé quy. Thi du: Cu doan
dong tor VP = “may have been calling” s€ dugc phan tich nhu hinh 13 vi yéu
to tinh thai la dé quy:

may aux

have aux

calling DMary

Hinh 13
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Tir day, ching ta thdy su gibng nhau co ban gifta hai cau triac ca doan
VP va NP, tuc la gitta V’” va N”” theo ki phap thanh chan X. Diéu nay cang
rd rang hon néu ta so sanh cau tric cua hai danh nglr va dong ngir sau:

NP = the long proof of the theorem
VP = has quyckly proved the theorem
CAu trac cta chiing dugc [12] thé hién nhu hai hinh 14 va 15:

N” A

DET N’ Aux Vv

th|e Adj/\ N hlns AdvA X
PN AN

long N PP quickly V N”

pr(|)0f Pr/\” proLed DET N’
of DET N’ the N|
the N theorem
theorem
Hinh 14 Hinh 15

Viy ca hai bién N” va V” dugc thay thé bang bién X va so dd cau tric
thanh chin kép (hinh 4) dugc khai quat nhu hinh 16:

/X\ X — (lexical head) tur trung tam
(SPEC) X’ SPEC - thanhphan dic thi
(MOD) X’ | MOD - (modifier ) b6 nghia
(COMP) X COMP — (complement) bd ngit
Hinh 16

Trong so d6 trén, ddu ngodc don néi rang cac thianh phan ding trong né
khong bat budc xuat hién. Cu doan X c6 thé dugc mé rong hon nita dé bao
gdm bd ngir hodc phu t cling nhu phan dé quy (lap lai).

Miéu ta cau 12 dudi day thé nao?
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(12) The opposition will vote against government plans to privatize hospitals

Déi chiéu (12) voi (11), ta thiy the opposition dong vai trd cia they. Ma
the opposition 1a mdt cu doan dinh ngt DP. DP — D - N = the - opposition.
Nhu vy, trong toan cuc, cau (12) dugc tao thanh tir sy gan két mot thanh
chan | (will vote...) voi mot DP. Nhu vay, so dd cdu trac ctia nd 1a hinh 17.
Hinh nay c¢6 dugc tir hinh 12 bang cach thay nhanh Pr bang nhanh DP:

IP
DP/\ I
D/\N I VP
t1|1€ 0p|positi0n V|v'i11 V0‘|[e against government plans to privatize
hospitals
Hinh 17

Dé minh hoa cu thé, chiing ta miéu ta chi tiét cdu (13) nhu hinh 18:
(13) He studies linguistics at the university

P
NP 1
I VP

Z—2Z|—

[-Pst] |
| kL
He v
v’\ o
Y NP P
studies | /\
N P NP
| |
N at
| N
linguistics |
Det N
| |
the university

Hinh 18
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So do cua nhitng cau bo ngir

Khi mé rong cau, chiing ta gip loai cAu ma bd ngit 1a mot cum chu vi (theo
cach goi cua gidi Viét ngit hoc), nhu:
(14) (@) I am sure that you are right.
(b) I doubt if you can help me.
(c) Paul dit que Jean viendra.
(d) T6i tin rang anh Ba sé t6i.
(€) N6 nghi la ching t6i nén di.
Trong nhitng cau (14) trén day, cac cum ding sau that, if trong tiéng Anh
(va tuong tw sau que trong tieng Phap, va sau rang, |a trong tieng Viét) duge
[2] goi 1a ct doan bo ngir (CP). Vay thi cau trac ¢t doan “that/ if/ for CP” nhan
CP 1a thanh to6 bo nglr con that/ if/ for la trung tdm (ma ct phap truyén thong
goi la lién tir).
V& loai cau nay, N. Chomsky [4], tr.18 - 19, viét:
“Quan sat cac cau (2):
(2) (i) The students prefer for Bill to visit Paris.
(i) The students prefer that Bill to visit Paris.

Dong tir prefer c6 mot dac tinh ¢d hiru 14 doi héi mét chi doan bd nglt co
chii tir 13 NP va vi tir 1a VP (Bill va visit Paris) va mot phan tir goi la “INFL”
(inflection) chi rd vi tri cta cai cu doan nguyén thirc (the clause in finite or
infinitival). Theo [2], cii doan S bao gdm mdt COMP va mot ménh dé thanh
phan S duoc phan tich thanh NP - INFL - VP. Vay thi & cap do LF (dang thtrc
16 gich), cac cau (2) dugc biéu hién nhu (3),

vi (21) thi COMP = for va INFL = [- Tense],
voi (2ii) thi COMP = that va INFL = [+ Tense],
(3) The students [vp prefer [s COMP [sBill INFL [yp Visit Paris]]]]”

J. Bresnan [2] da chirng minh va dugc cac nha nglr phap tao sinh chép
nhan rang moi nut S trong mdt cu doan déu c6 dang S — COMP - S.

Nhu vay, so d6 cdu tric cua kiéu cdu “that S”, nhu cau (15) chang han,
s€ nhu hinh (19):

(15) That they will vote against government plans to privatize hospitals
CP

/\
(I: 1P
That
Hinh 19
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Cau triic nguyén thirc IP ¢ so d6 trén chinh 14 hinh 12, so d6 ctia cau (11)
Theo [12, 194], cdu tric cii doan thanh chdn - X téng quét s& nhu hinh 20:

P
SPEC /E\
COMP /IP\ (=8)
NP 7
/\
INFL VP
| N
TNS  SPEC v
A% NP
Hinh 20

Loi két: Thanh chan X 1a mot trong nhitng ki phap then chét cua ngit
phép tao sinh, nd cho phép miéu ta duoc nhiéu hién twong ct phap duéi ciing
mot hinh thie. Vi vy, ngudi ta goi ki phap nay Ia Ii thuyét thanh chan X. (X -
bar Theory). N6 duoc thao luan nhiéu va cé nhitng bién thé khéac nhau.

Pang cha y 1a nhirng cbng trinh cua J. Bresnan [2], N. Horsntein [6],
E. Selkirk [11], D. Halitzky [5], R. Jackendoff [7], M. Aronoff [1].

MOT SO THUAT NGU VA CHU TAT DUNG TRONG BAI
sw chiéu xq: projection;
~ cue dai: maximal ~;
~trung gian: intermediate ~;
chinh t6 = tir trung tam: head;
cu doan: phrase
~ bé ngir: complementizer ~: CP;
~dinh ngtr: DP: Determiner ~
~ nguyén thirc: infinite ~ : IP;
~ tinh thai: auxiliary/ modal ~ ;
dé quy: recursion;
I / INFL: Inflection;
IP: Inflection Phrase;
gi6i ngit: PP: prepositional phrase; quy tdc viét lai: rewriting/ rewrite rule;
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Spec: thanh phan ddc thii: specifier; TNS = tense;
tro dong tur: auxilary/Aux
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SUMMARY

This paper introduces the “X - bar” notation (the terminology introduced
in Chomsky’s paper in 1970 on Remarks on Nominalisation ). The subsequent
extensions of this notation become the theory called “X - bar syntax”, a sub-theory
in the framework of the Principles and Parameters. The X - bar constituent
structure is employed for the description of syntactic structures at all levels.



