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Vé luan diém “khoang tréng quyén lwc”

cda cac hoc gid phwong Tay va van dé “chop
th&i co” cua lwe lwong cach mang Viét Nam
trong Cach mang Thang Tam nam 1945

e Tran Nam Tién

Trwdng Pai hoc Khoa hoc X& hdi va Nhan van, BPHQG-HCM

TOM TAT:

Cuéc Cach mang Thang Tam nam 1945
thanh céng da danh dé6 ché dé thuc dan,
phong kién, ddn dén s ra doi cia nuéc Viét
Nam Dan chd Céng hoa - Nha nwéc céach
mang kiéu méi & Viét Nam - 1& thdng loi c6 y
nghia lich str trong cong cudc duyng nwéc va
gir nwéc cda dan téc Viét Nam. Théng loi do
la két qué cua s phat huy stc manh dan téc
v6i stre manh thoi dai, frong do, sirc manh dan
téc duwdi sw lanh dao cha Bang Céng san Béng
Dwong va lanh tu H6 Chi Minh déng vai tro
quyét dinh. Tuy nhién, trong qua trinh tiép cén
va nghién céu vé sw kién nay, nhiéu hoc gid

phuwong Tay lai cé nhitng danh gia khac biét.
Quan diém cda nhiéu hoc gid phuong Tay cho
rang da c6 moét “khodng tréng quyén luc”
(power vacuum) xuét hién & Viét Nam va nho
dé luc long cach mang Viét Nam da may mén
gianh duoc thang loi, chir khong phéi do chinh
thuc luc cua luc lwong nay. Bai viét tap trung
danh gié lai luan diém “khodng tréng quyén
lyc”clia cac hoc gid phuong Tay, déng thoi
khdng dinh vai trd khéng quan trong cda luc
lrong cach mang Viét Nam trong viéc “chop
thoi co” gianh chinh quyén trong Cach mang
thang Tam nam 1945.

Twrkhoa: “khodng tréng quyén lie”, Cach mang thang Tam 1945, Viét Nam

1. Trong qué trinh tiép can va nghién ciu vé sy
kién Cach mang thang Tam 1945 ¢ Viét Nam, mot
s6 nha sir hoc phuong Tay cho rang da ton tai mot
“khoang tréng quyén luc” (power vacuum) & Viét
Nam lic by gio. Theo d6, “khoang tréng quyén
lyc” theo cach nhin cua nhidu hoc gia phuong Tay
bit dau tir sy kién quan Nhat da tién hanh dao chinh
Phap trén toan cdi Pong Duong vao ngay 9/3/1945,
qua d6 di chim dut &ch cai tri trén toan Pong
Duong cua thyc dan Phap trong mét thai gian ngén.
Sau d6, voi nhiing that bai lién tiép trén chién
truong Thdi Binh Duwong', ngay 14/8/1945, Hoi

! Ngay 8/8/1945, Lién X6 tuyén chién veoi Nhat Ban. Ngay 9/8,
quén doi Lién X6 mé man chién dich tong cdng kich dao quén

ddng Chién tranh t5i cao va Noi cac Nhat Ban
thdng qua chién dich dau hang khong diéu kién phe
DPong Minh. Ngay 15/8/1945, Dai phat thanh Nhat
Ban truyén di sic lénh cua Nhat Hoang vé viéc chip
nhan cac diéu kién dau hang Pong Minh. Su kién
nay da khién cho quan Nhat trén toan Péng Duong
mat tinh than khdng con kha nang chién diu, qua dé
vO tinh tao ra mot “khoang tréng quyén luc” &
bong Duong néi chung va ¢ Viét Nam ndi riéng.

Quan Dong ciia Nhat Ban & chién truong Méng Cb va Pong Béc
Trung Quéc. Chién dich kéo dai dén 28/8, qua do tiéu diét 1 triéu
quéan chu lyc ciia Nhat Ban vao giai doan két thic cugc Chién
tranh thé giéi thire hai. Ciing trong thoi gian ndy, My ném hai
qua bom nguyén tir xuéng Hiroshima (6/8) va Nagasaki (9/8) tao
¢l séc tam ly 16n cho Nhat Ban.
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Cung thoi diém nay, cac luc luong thuc dan cii &
khu vuc Pong Nam A nhu Ha Lan & Indonesia,
Anh ¢ M4 Lai, Mién Pién va Phap ¢ Pong Duong
déu da bi quan Nhat dao chinh lat d6 trude do. Lic
nay, quan Pong Minh chua kip t6i giai gidp quan
Nhat theo cac diéu khoan cua Hoi nghi Yalta va
Potsdam. Trong khi d6, quan Nhat ¢ cac quéc gia
DPong Nam A déu mat tinh than, hoang mang, tuyét
vong, tir d6 tac dong dén céc chinh phu than Nhat &
cac qudc gia nay ciing roi vao tinh trang khing
hoang, khdng con kha niang kiém soat tinh hinh.
Pay chinh l1a diéu kién chung ma nhiéu hoc gia
phuong Tay goi la “khoang tréng quyén luyc”. Va
theo cé4c hoc gia phuong Tay nhd vao su tn tai cua
“khoang trong quyén luc”, nhiéu lyc lwong céch
mang & Dong Nam A da gianh dugc chinh quyén.

O Viét Nam, luc luong cach mang (Viét Minh)
duéi sy lanh dao cua lanh tu H5 Chi Minh d3 “may
man” khi gianh duoc chinh quyén mot cach kha dé
dang. Trén co s& d6, ngay 2/9/1945, Chu tich H6
Chi Minh da thay mat Chinh phu lam thoi nuéc
Viét Nam Dan chu Cong hoa trinh trong doc ban
Tuyén ngon Doc 1ap khai sinh nwde Viét Nam mai
tai vuon hoa Ba Pinh (Ha Noi). Bung vao ngay
2/9/1945, trén chién ham USS Missouri (BB-63)
cua Hoa Ky dau giira Thai Binh Duong da dién ra 1&
Nhat Ban ky van ban chinh thic dau hang Pong
minh. Ngoai truong Nhat Ban la Mamoru
Shigemitsu da thay mat Nhat hoang ky vao van kién
dau hang phe Pong Minh. Va dén khi luc luong
Pdng Minh 1a quan Anh va quan Tudng vao Viét
Nam dé tién hanh giai giap quan Nhat thi ho budc
phai lam viéc v6i Chinh pha cua Cha tich H5 Chi
Minh, ltc nay la luc lugng quan ly chinh thac Viét
Nam. Nhin chung, tir cach tiép can luan diém
“khoang tréng quyén lyc” ma mot sé hoc gia
phuong Tay da danh gia thap hodc pha nhan vai tro
cua luc luong cach mang tai chd trong Cach mang
thang Tam nam 1945.

Philippe Devillers c6 I& 1a mét trong nhitng hoc
gia phuong Tay dau tién co quan diém cho ring
thang loi cua luc luong cach mang o Viét Nam

trong Cach mang thang Tam niam 1945 c6 phan
“may man” hon 1 thuc lyc cua luc lugng nay. Quan
diém nay duogc Philippe Devillers thé hién rd trong
cudn sach Histoire du Viét Nam de 1940-1952 xuat
ban nam 1952. Ong cho rang cudc cach mang thang
Tam khong phai 1a sy bung nd, ma thuc té chi co
mot sy hoi tu ky la cac diéu kien mai khién cho
cach mang thuc hién dugc. Theo Philippe Devillers,
cac diéu kién dy 1a viéc Nhat dao chinh Phép
(9/3/1945), nan d6i nam At DA4u, tinh trang gan nhu
vO chinh pha ¢ Viét Nam sau khi Nhat dau hang
khong diéu kién quan Pong minhZ Trong cong
trinh ctia minh, Philippe Devillers chinh 1a nguoi
dau tién da dé& cao qua muc vai trd cua cudc dao
chinh Nhat - Phéap (9/3/1945) trong tién trinh céch
mang Viét Nam. Theo 6ng, chinh sy kién nay da
lam dao 1on toan bo dién trinh lich sa, bai 1& néu nd
khéng xay ra thi hé thong cai tri thuc dan cua ngudi
Phép van c6 thé tiép tuc cai tri Viét Nam hitu hiéu
nhu cii, va co hoi thing lgi cua nhitng ngudi cong
san va nhan dan Viét Nam sé khéng lén hon co hoi
ma ho va Viét Nam Quéc dan Pang ting c6 vao
nam 1930-19313. Tuy nhién, cach nhin nay thé hién
sy cha quan cua tac gia khi khong nhin thiy duoc
ca mot qué trinh van dong, chuan bi cua cac luc
lwgng cach mang Viét Nam dudi su lanh dao cua
Pang Cong san va Ho Chi Minh va nghé thuat chop
thoi co cua luc uong cach mang Viét Nam.
William J. Duiker chinh 1 ngudi du tién dwa ra
¥ tuong vé su ton tai cua “khoang tréng chinh tri”
(political vacuum) trong thoi diém trudc Cach mang
thang Tam nam 1945. Ong viét: “Can phdi nhé
rang cugc Cach mang thing Tam da dat dwoc
thanh tww vi dai nhw vdy va thang loi cia nhiing
nguoi Cong sdn la ¢6 sy dong gop ¢ mike do khbng
nhé cua nhing hoan cdnh ngdu nhién. Su tan ra
nhanh chdng cua chinh phau ¢ ca cac khu vuc thanh
thi va néng thén di doi véi s tri hodan dé bé cua
cac lire hieong chiém déng ciia Pong Minh sau khi

2 Devillers, Philippe (1952), Histoire du Viet-Nam de 1940-1952,
Paris: Eidition du Seuil, pp.112-113.
3 Devillers, Philippe (1952), Sdd, p.132.
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Nhdt Ban dau hang da tao ra mét khoang trong
chinh tri & tat ca cde dau moi quyeén luwc™™. Trén
thuc té, Duiker chi xem “khoang tréng chinh tri”
xuit hién & Dong Duong 1a mot nhan td gop phan
tao diéu kién cho céc cugc cach mang thanh cong,
con doéng gop cua cac huc lugng tai chd méi dong
vai tro quan trong. Tuy nhién, y tuéng cua Duiker
cling dd c6 tac dong nhit dinh dén gidi nghién ciu
vé Céach mang thang Tam & nudc ngoai, co thé ké
dén céc tac gia Huynh Kim Khanh, Vi Ngu
Chiéu, King C. Chen... Trong sé do, A. Short trong
cubn sach The Origins of the Vietnam War cho
rang, truéc that bai ciia quan Nhat ¢ chau A - Thai
Binh Duong, quan Nhat & Péng Duong tién hanh
dao chinh nguoi Phép. Lic bay gio, & Viét Nam c6
nhitng luc lugng chinh tri, trong d6 Viét Nam la luc
lwong ¢6 anh huong rong 16n. Tuy nhién, dén trudc
Céach mang thang Tam & Viét Nam chwa xuit hién
mét luc luong chinh tri ndo nim quyén thuc sy, va
do d6 c6 mot “khoang tréng chinh tri” xuat hién®.
Va tir “khoang trong chinh tri” o, luc lugng c6 anh
huong nhat IGc nay 1a Viét Minh di tan dung thoi
co dé 1am cugc khoi nghia gianh chinh quyén®.,

Tuy nhién, nha sir hoc Na Uy Stein Tgnnesson
trong cudn sach The Vietnamese Revolution of 1945
- Roosevelt, Ho Chi Minh and de Gaulle in a World
at War, dugc xem la nguoi dua ra khai niém
“khodng trong quyen luc” (power vacuum). Qua noi
dung cudn sach, c6 thé thidy Tennesson tiép can va
nghién ciru van dé dudi goc d6 cua quan hé quéc té.
Trong d6, ong di dwa ra luan dé: “Sw sup do cua
ché do thue ddan Phdp vao nam 1945, va viéc n6
dwoc thay thé boi nha nuéc Viét Nam Dan chu
Cong hoa, c6 thé hiéu dwoc thong qua hai chugi

nhan - qua (causal chains): mét chugi bar dau tir

4 Duiker, William J (1981), The Communist Road to Power in
Vietnam, Boulder Co., Westview Press, p.100.

5 Short, A. (1989), The Origins of the Vietnam War, London:
Routledge, p.42.

® Kratoska, Paul H. (2001), South East Asia, Colonial History:
Independence through Revolutionary War, Taylor & Francis,
p.363; Dennis, Peter (1987), Troubled Days of Peace:
Mountbatten and South East Asia Command, 1945-6,
Manchester: Manchester University Press, pp.14-15.

chinh séch vé Péng Duong ciia Roosevelt cing véi
sir phéat trién quan sw cua cugc chién Thai Binh
Duwong va két thiic trong mét khoang tréng quyén
lwc (power vacuum) khi quan Nhdr dau hang’”.
Trong cudn sach, Tennesson di cho rang “khoang
trng quyén luc” xuat hién ¢ Viét Nam tir ldc Nhat
thé chan Phap tai Dong Duong nhung sau d6 lai bai
tran va budc phai dau hang khong diéu kién Pong
minh, lGc nay s vang mit caa cac huc lwong Phép
va Bong minh, sy thiéu quyét tim ciia nguoi Nhat
trong viéc nam giir quyén kiém soat cho tsi khi
Pdng minh téi va sy bat luc d6i voi cac quan lai va
chinh quyén cua ho trong viéc kiém soét tinh hinh &
Viét Nam IGc bay gio. Vi thé 6ng nhian manh
“Khodng trong quyen luc sau su dau hang cia Nhat
¢ Ha Ngi, Hué, Sai Gon... 1a chu yéu trong bdt ci
su gidi thich nao vé cach mang Viét Nam” va “bang
viéc tqo ra khodng trong quyén lue, cdc cuong quéoc
da lam dao 1on toan bé tinh hinh va do dé da moi
Viét Minh gianh chinh quyén™s.

Luan diém nay con dugc Stein Tgnnesson bo
sung & chuong 11 cta cudn sach vé sy vang mit
cua cac nuéc lon tai Viet Nam trong thoi gian dién
ra Cach mang thang Tam 1945, cu thé: My khong
tryc tiép quan tdm nhiéu dén Pong Duong, trong
khi Anh thi tap trung bao vé Hong Kéng, trong khi
d6 & Phap thi chinh quyén De Gaulle khong c6 ai
hiéu biét vé Pong Duong dé c6 thé nhanh chong
chiém lai thuoc dia nay, con véi Trung Quéc, thi
Tudng Gisi Thach chi lo chd tim vao viéc giir gin
mién Bic DPong Duong. Trong cong trinh cua
minh, Stein Tgnnesson van ghi nhan sy kién cach
mang thang Tam nam 1945 cua nhan dan Viét Nam
thanh cong boi hai nhom diéu kién: 1) 1a nho
“khoang tréng quyén luc” xuit hién & Viét Nam
thoi diém cudi cudc Chién tranh thé gisi lan tha hai
2) 1a yéu t6 noi lyc cua lyc lugng cach mang Viét
Nam. Mic du trong nghién ciu cta minh,

" Tgnnesson, Stein (1991), The Vietnamese Revolution of 1945 —
Roosevelt, Ho Chi Minh and De Gaulle in a World at War,
Newberry Park, Calif., Sage Publications, p.1.

8 Tonnesson, Stein (1991), Sdd, p.415.
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Tonnesson da tuyén bd: “cudn sach nay khong cho
rang cugc Cach mang dé la “tinh co'”, “ngdu
nhién” hodc “dn may”’°. Tuy nhién, theo Stein
Tennesson, yéu té “khoang tréng quyén luc” van
dugc xem 1a nhan té chinh c6 tinh chat quyét dinh
dén thang loi cua Cach mang thang Tam nam 1945
o Viet Nam?©,

Tiép theo d6, trong bai viét “Filling the Power
Vacuum: 1945 in  French Indochina, the
Netherlands East Indies and British Malaya™ trong
cubn séch Imperial Policy and Southeast Asian
Nationalism 1930-1957 xuit ban nim 1994, Stein
Tennesson lai dé cap r6 nét hon vé luan diém
“khoang tréng quyén luc” & Viét Nam trong tuong
quan ca khu vuc Pong Nam A thoi diém két thic
Chién tranh thé gisi thir hai két thic & Théai Binh
Duong. Theo 6ng, “khoang tréng quyén luc” s&
XUt hién va tao co hoi cho nhimg ngudi muén nim
quyén lyc nhu 1a mot “co hoi”. Vi vy, “khoang
tréng quyén lyc” trong Thang Tam nam 1945 duoc
goi la “cac co hdi thuan loi” hay “thoi co thich hop”
cho mét cude cadch mang. Trén co s d6, Tennesson
cho rang do tan dung “khoang tréng quyén lyc” nén
cac chinh quyén duoc thanh lap sau d6 ¢ Viét Nam
s& khong thé du luc dé d6i phé véi cac luc luong
nudc ngoai tai xam lugc'2. CO thé noi, quan diém
cuia Stein Tgnnesson ¢6 anh huong kha 16n dén gigi
sir hoc can hién dai ciia phuong Tay khi danh gia vé
su kién Cach mang thang Tam 1945 cua Viét Nam.

Gan day nhit, hoc gia T.0O. Smith trong cuén
sach Vietnam and the Unravelling of Empire:
General Gracey in Asia 1942-1951 xuit ban nim
2014 ciing da dé cap dén “khoang tréng quyén lyc”
& Bong Duong noéi chung va Viét Nam noi riéng
khi Nhat Ban dau hang quan Pong Minh. Ong ta
cho réng v6i su that bai cua chu nghia thyc dan
Phép trudc Nhat Ban, va chinh quyén bu nhin yéu
kém cta Bao Pai, mot khoang tréng quyén lyc bét

9 Tennesson, Stein (1991), Sdd, p.412.

1% Tgnnesson, Stein (1991), Sdd, p.409.

1 Tgnnesson, Stein (1994), Imperial Policy and Southeast Asian
Nationalism 1930-1957, Richmond: Curzon Press, p.115.

!2 Tgnnesson, Stein (1994), Sdd, p.116-118.

dau xuét hién, trong d6 Viét Minh hy vong dé c6
thé tan dung loi thé day du. Tai thoi diém quan
trong nay. Mot diém khac biét, d6 chinh 1a T.O.
Smith d4 cho rang thing loi cia cudc cach mang
do Viét Minh lanh dao c6 su gép strc cua cac luc
lugng bén ngoai, & day Smith dé cap dén ngudi
M§®3. Trong cong trinh ndy, Smith nhin nhin céc
hoat dong cua luc luong cach mang Viét Nam [Viét
Minh-TG] trong trang thai thu dong**. Roger C.
Thomspon trong The Pacific Basin since 1945: An
International History ciing c6 dé cap dén su hién
dién caa “khoang trong quyén luc” tao ra co hoi cho
lyc lugng cach mang Viét Nam tién hanh tong khai
nghia, gianh chinh quyén!®. Cing mét quan diém
nhu vay, trong cubn 0SS va Ho Chi Minh - Pang
minh bat ngo trong cugc chién chong phat xit Nhat,
tac gia Dixee R. Bartholomew-Feis da viét: “Viét
Minh dd hwong nhiéu thugn loi tir cuge dao chinh
cua quan Nhdt dién ra vao thang 3 nam 1945, cugc
ddo chinh @ cham dirt mgt céch hiéu qua ach thuc
dan Phéap trong mét thoi gian ngdn, sau dé la that
bai cia quan Nhdt, tao ra mét khoang trang quyén
lwc ma& Hé Chi Minh va Viét Minh tién vao 6.

C6 thé thay, nhiéu nghién ciru cua cac hoc gia
phuong Tay di dua ra luan diém vé sy ton tai cua
mot “khoang tréng quyén luc [chinh tri]” & Viét
Nam, nhat 12 sau khi Nhat dau hang Ddng Minh.
“Khoang tréng” nay duoc tao ra mot cach ngiu
nhién do sy hoi du va tuong tac cua mot sé yéu té
khach quan cua thoi dai lGc bay gio va tir d6 tao ra
mot hoan canh ngau nhién thuan loi cho viéc gianh
chinh quyén thing lgi cua luc lwong cach mang
Viét Nam. Nhu vay, viéc gianh chinh quyén thing
lgi cua Viét Minh trong Cach mang thang Tam ndm
1945 c6 phai 1a mot sy “an may” nhd sy xuat hién

18 Smith, T.0. (2014), Vietnam and the Unravelling of Empire:
General Gracey in Asia 1942-1951, New York: Palgrave
Macmillan Publishing Company, p.32-56.

14 Smith, T.0. (2014), Sdd, pp.32-42.

15 Thomspon, Roger C. (2001), The Pacific Basin since 1945: An
International History, New York: Longman, p.97.

16 Bartholomew-Feis, Dixee R. (2007), OSS va Ho Chi Minh
Héng minh bdt ngo' trong cugc chién chang phat xit Nhat, Ha
Noi: Nxb. Thé giai, tr.16.
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cia “khoang tréng quyén luc [chinh tri]” ¢ Viét
Nam ldc bay gio?

2. Theo cach hiéu thong thudng, thoi co 1a thoi
gian, diéu kién, hoan canh chu quan, khiach quan
thuan loi dé tién hanh thing loi mot viéc gi do.
Trong cac cudc cach mang hoic chién tranh, van dé
thoi co 1a van dé& quan trong, boi vi bén nao nim
dugc va tan dung tét duoc thoi co thi chic chin bén
d6 s& gianh dugc thang lgi quan trong. Trong lich
sir thé gidi, van d& nhan thac thoi co va chép thoi
co di duoc thé hién trong nhiéu cugc chién tranh,
cach mang & nhiéu nudc trén thé gidi. Trong do,
cudc Cach mang thang Muoi Nga nam 1917 1a mot
trong nhitng vi du dién hinh cia viéc chép thoi co
thanh cong dé gianh chinh quyén, mg duong cho su
ra doi cua nudc Nga Soviet.

Dé chuin bi cho thang loi cua cudc cach mang,
Lenin va Pang Bolshevik @ phai van dung sang tao
nhitng van dé thudc chién luge va sach lugc céch
mang cua chu nghia Marx vao thuc tién nuéc Nga.
Trong d6, “Luidn cuong Thang Tu” cua Lenin la
vian kién c6 tinh chit cuong linh cua Pang
Bolshevik, ctia chi nghia Marx sang tao, da dap
mg dung nhiing van d& cip bach cua cach mang
Nga dat ra trén con duong tién téi cudc cach mang
xd hoi chi nghia. Véi nhiing bién chuyén nhanh
chéng cua tinh hinh nudc Nga, nhat 1a sau sy kién
Chinh pha 1am thi ra 1énh bin vao doan biéu tinh
cua cdbng nhén va binh linh & Petrograd (thang
7/1917), dan dén su thay doi trong luc luong giai
cip & Nga. Quan chdng nhan dan nhan rd chinh
sach lira bip cua Chinh phu 1am thoi, nén cudc du
tranh cua ho di lan rong toan qudc. Hoat dong cua
Pang Bolshevik nhan dwoc sy ung ho cua quan
ching va binh linh. Qué trinh cdch mang héa binh
linh dién ra manh m& va da s6 ho da nga sang phia
nhirg nguoi Bolshevik. Chinh phu 1am thaoi do giai
cép tu san lanh dao da 16 nguyén hinh 12 luc luong
phan boi nhan dan. Trong lic d6, cac nude dé qubc
phuong Tay dang bi sa lay trong cudc Chién tranh
thé gigi 1an thir nhat (1914-1918) nén khong thé tap
trung dé ddi phd voi cach mang Nga dang 1on

manh. Nhan thie sau sic tién trinh khach quan cua
cac sy kién néu trén, V.I. L&-nin va bang Bon-sé-
vich da dua van d¢ khoi nghia vil trang tré thanh
mot nhiém vu truc tiép. Trén co sé phan tich toan
dién qua trinh cach mang Nga va tinh hinh qudc té,
V.I. Lé-nin két luan: “Cugc khing hodng da chin
muoi. Tdt cd twong lai ciia cach mang Nga dang o
trong tinh thé hogc mat hogc con. Tat ca danh di
ciia Pang BON-sé-vich dang dwoc dat ra. Tat ca
twong lai cua cugc cach mgng cong nhan quac té vi
chii nghia xd héi dang ¢ trong tinh thé hogc mat
hodc con ™.

Téi ngay 24 thang Mudi (tic ngay 6/11/1917)
khi phat 1énh khoi nghia, Lenin da giri thu cho cac
Uy vién Trung wong Pang Bolshevik, di chi thi:
“Vé ludn trong truong hop nao, vo lugn vi mgt ly
do nao, ciing khéng dwege d@é chinh quyén nam trong
tay K&-ren-xki va dong bon cho dén ngay 25; viéc
dé tuyét doi phdi dwoc gidi quyét ngay téi nay hay
dém nay. Lich s sé khong tha thiz cho nhitng nguoi
cach mang c6 thé thang li hém nay (va chdc chan
sé thang loi hdm nay) ma lai dé cham tré; vi dé den
ngay mai khéng khéo ho sé mat nhiéu, khong khéo
ho sé mdt tdt ca... Lich si tat cd cac cudc céach
Mang dé chitng minh diéu do. Va nhitng nguoi céach
mang sé pham téi ac vo cung lén, néu ho bé mat
thoi co”8. V6i nhitng nhan dinh dung dan vé van
dé thoi co cach mang, Lenin va Pang Bolshevik d
chop thoi co dé tién hanh tong khoi nghia gianh
chinh quyén thanh cong, dua cuéc Cach mang xa
hoi cha nghia Thang Mudi thang loi tron ven. Co
thé noi, van dé chop thoi co, tién hanh khoi nghia
gianh chinh quyén trong Cach mang thang Mudi
Nga nam 1917 da dé lai nhiéu bai hoc kinh nghiém
cho cach mang Viét Nam. N6i vé anh huong cua
Céch mang Thang Mudi Nga ddi véi thang loi cua
Céach mang Thang Tam nam 1945 ¢ Viét Nam, Chu
tich H5 Chi Minh da viét: “Thdng loi cua Céach
Mang Thang Tam da chimg minh sy diing dén cua

7\/.I. Lé-nin (1976), Toan tdp, Tap 34, Mét-xco-va: Nxb. Tién
bo, tr.369-370.
181, Lé-nin (1976), Toan tdp, Tap 34, Sdd, tr.571-572.
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hoc thuyét Mac-Lenin vé van d@é dan téc va thuge
dia, di chimg minh sy diing ddn Ciia con dwong cuia
Céch mgng x& hgi chi nghia Thang Muwoi vi dai da
vach ra’°.

C6 thé noi, trong qua trinh 1anh dao cach mang,
bang Cong san Dong Duong da coi khdi nghia 1a
mdt nghé thuat. Bo 1a ngh¢ thuat chuin bj thoi co,
chdp lay thoi co, gianh thé thing loi trong mot thoi
khic quyét dinh. Trén thuc té, 13nh tu H5 Chi Minh
d nghién ciru van dung sang tao van dé chép thoi
co cua chu nghia Marx-Lenin vao diéu kién cu thé
ctia cach mang Viét Nam va linh hoat, uyén chuyén
theo tinh hinh cach mang thé gidi. Pang Cong san
DPong Duong di nhén thirc rd rang: Thoi co 1a sy
két hop hang loat nhan t chii quan va khach quan
dd dén @6 chin mudi. Thoi co khong tu dén, mot
phﬁn 14 do ta chuén bj no, thac déy no.

Sau khi Chién tranh thé gi¢i tha hai nd ra
(1939), tir nam 1940, quan doi Nhat da tién vao
Pong Duong theo su théa thuan véi thyc dan Phép.
Nhan dan Viét Nam bj tinh canh “mot ¢6 hai trong”.
Trudc nhitng that bai trén chién truong Théi Binh
Duong, dém 9/3/1945, quéan Nhat dao chinh thyc
dan Phap doc chiém toan Pong Duong. Tuy nhién,
tinh hinh van khong thé thay d6i. Quan Nhat & chau
A @3 bi luc luong Dong minh, dac biét ¢ sy tham
chién cua Lién X6, danh bai lién tiép trén nhiéu mat
tran. Trudc that bai khong thé tranh khoi, cung voi
tac dong cua hai qua bom nguyén tr My ném xudng
hai thanh phé 16n caa Nhat Ban, Chinh pha Nhat
Ban da chuan bi dau hang quan Bdng minh. Tinh
thé va thoi co cach mang cho Viét Nam gianh lay
chinh quyén tir tay phét xit Nhat va tay sai da xuat
hién. Nhung, thoi co xuit hién van chua du yéu té
c4u thanh nén thing loi cua cugc Tong khai nghia.
Lich st da chung minh, Pang Cong san DPong
Duong di chudn bi sin sang moi diéu kién, c6 su
chuyén huéng chi dao kip thoi, toan dan di sin
sang dtng dudi ngon co cua Mat tran Viét Minh do
Pang Cong san Pong Duong lanh dao dé day I1én

1 H6VCh|' Minh (2011), Toan tdp, Tap 11, Ha Noi: Nxb. Chinh
tri qudc gia - Sy that, tr.180.

cao trao khang Nhat, cru nuée. Nhu vay, thang loi
cua Cach mang Thang Tam 1945 cza nhan dan Viét
Nam, ngoai nhan to khach quan, lich si cho
thay nhan t6 chii quan cé y nghia quyét dinh quan
trong.

3. Ngay khi Chién tranh thé gisi lan thir hai
bung né (1939), Pang Cong san Dong Duong ciing
nhu linh tu Nguyén Ai Quéc, sau nay la Ho Chi
Minh nhan thirc 15 duoc tinh hinh thé giéi, tinh hinh
trong nudc, danh gia duoc thyc lyc manh, yéu cua
dich, Pang Cong san Bong Duong da nhan thic
dugc tinh hinh ¢6 lgi cho mét cudc téng khoi nghia
nén da tryc tiép chuian bi cho khoi nghia gianh
chinh quyén ca vé& duong 16i khoi nghia, xay dung
can cur dia va luc lugng cach mang. Theo do, tir Hoi
nghi Ban Chap hanh Trung wong lan thir VI (thang
11/1939), duoc phat trién trong Hoi nghi Trung
wong 1an thir VII (1940), hoan chinh trong Hoi nghi
Trung uwong lan thia VI (thang 5/1941), Pang
Cong san Bong Duong da dat nhiém vu giai phong
dan toc 1én hang dau va dua van dé khoi nghia vii
trang thanh van dé& quan trong, c6 tinh chat quyét
dinh. Trong d6, cac Nghi quyét da xac dinh rd khai
nghia vii trang 1a con duong duy nhat cua cach
mang Viét Nam va hinh thai van dong cach mang la
di tir khoi nghia timg phan dén téng khoi nghia. Cu
thé, “ta phai luén ludn chuan bj mét liee lirpng san
sang, nham vdo co héi thudn tién hon ca ma ddanh
lai qudn thiy, nghia la nay mai ddy cuéc chién tranh
Thai Binh Dwong va cuéc khang chién cia nhan
dan Tau xoay ra hoan toan cho cugc cach mang
Péng Duwong thing loi, thi hic dé véi lire lwong sdn
cO, ta ¢ thé lanh dao cugc khoi nghia timg phan
trong timg dia phirong ciing cé thé gianh sy thang
loi m& mé dwong cho mét cuge tong khoi nghia to
l6n”2, Nhu vay, dé di dén Tong khoi nghia thang
Téam 1945, Pang Cong san Pong Duong di sém dé
ra duge duong 16i cach mang ding din, phd hop
v6i diéu kién, hoan canh lich sir Viét Nam. Thyc té
da chang minh, nhitng gi da dién ra trong Thang

% pang Cong san Vigt Nam (2000), Van kién Hdng toan tdp,
Tap 7 (1940-1945), Ha Noi: Nxb. Chinh tri quoc gia, tr.131-132.
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Téam lich st ¢6 khong ndm ngoai nhiing du béo va
su chi dao chién lugc tai tinh cua Pang va lanh tu
Ho6 Chi Minh. Chinh 1anh tu H5 Chi Minh d3 tung
tién doan vao nam 1945 nudc ta s€ gianh dugc doc
lap. Cu thé vao thang 10/1944, trong thu giri dong
bao toan qudc ngudi con noéi: “Co héi cho dan téc
ta gidgi phdng chi ¢ trong mét nam hoac nam rudi
niza. Thoi gian rdt gap ta phai lam nhanh”2,

DPau nam 1945, tinh hinh thé gigi va Pong
Duong di cé nhirng diéu kién mai, nhan t6 méi,
qua d6 tao co s cho phong trao dau tranh cua nhan
dan Viét Nam phét trién thanh cao trao rong lon. Co
thé noi, Chién tranh thé gici lan thir hai dang budc
vao giai doan két thic, phat-xit Birc bi Hong quan
Lién X6 danh tan, buoc phai ky dau hang vo diéu
kién quan Pong minh vao ngay 9/5/1945. O chién
truong Thai Binh Duong, quan d6i Nhat cling dang
sa lay. Tai Pong Duong, quan doi Nhat biét duoc
4m muu cta Phap nén trong dém 9/3/1945 da tién
hanh dao chinh Phap nhim doc chiém Pong
Duong. Chi trong vong 48 gio, quan Nhat da de bep
su khang cu cua quan Phap, 14t nhao chinh quyén
thuc dan ma ngudi Phap da day cong xay dung &
Pong Duong va day Viét Nam va xi Dong Duong
va “mét cudc khung hoang chinh tri sau sic”?.
Trugc tinh hinh nay, ngay trong dém 9/3/1945,
Thuong vu Trung wvong Pang Cong san Dong
Duong hop ¢ Pinh Bang (T Son, Bic Ninh) do
Tong bi thu Truong Chinh chu tri, ra Ban chi thi
“Nhat-Phép ban nhau va hanh dong cia ching ta”
(ngay 12/3/1945). Ban Chi thi nhan dinh, cudc dao
chinh cta Nhat 6 Bong Duong da tao ra mot cuoc
khung hoang chinh tri sau sic nhung diéu kién khoi
nghia & Poéng Duong hién nay chua dugc chin
mudi. Vi thé, phai phat dong mot cao trao khang
Nhat ciru nuéc manh mé dé lam tién dé cho cudc
Tong khoi nghia. Thyc té, Pang Cong san Pong
Duong va ldnh ty H6 Chi Minh ludn thé hién su chi
dong trong viéc nhan thic va danh gia ding thoi co

2 I-!é Chi Minh (2011), Toan tdp, Tap 3, Ha Noi: Nxb. Chinh trj
Quac gia, tr.538.
22 Pang Cong san Viét Nam (2000), Sdd, tr.365.

dé tién hanh d4u tranh cach mang, khéng hé thu
dong ngdi chd thoi co.

Thuc hién sy chi dao cua Bang Coéng san Pong
Duong, nhiéu cudc khoi nghia tirng phan da dién ra
& nhirng dia phuong c6 du didu kién va gianh thing
loi, sau d6 lan nhanh khip cac ving ndng thon 6
tinh Viét Bic va tir can cur dia Viét Bic lan dén
hang loat chién khu ¢ nhiéu viing rirng ndi va néng
thon thuoc Bac Bo, Trung Bo. Cac hoat dong buc
hang don bét, x6a bo chinh quyén dich ¢ thon x4,
lap cac Uy ban Viét Minh, té chic nhan dan pha
kho thoc ctu do6i... St gia nguoi My William J.
Duiker trong cubn sach Ho Chi Minh: A Life da
khang dinh chinh nan d6i & mién Bic va Trung Viét
Nam kéo dai dai dang tir miia dong trude, di tao ra
mot tinh thé thuan loi cho céc luc lwong céch
mang... D6i kém tran lan da tao ra co hdi ngan vang
cho Viét Minh. Ho tiép tuc khuyén khich néng dan
dang bi d6i, & nhitng khu vuc ma ho da giai phéng,
pha cac kho thoc cong dé chia cho dan nghéo... 2.
Lac bay gio, nhiéu doi tu vé ciu qubc dugc thanh
lap da t6 chic chin danh cic cudc can quét cua
quan Nhat vao khu can ctr, bao vé vung giai phong,
thu hep pham vi kiém soat cua quan Nhat, phat
dong cao trao khang Nhat, tap duot cho quan ching
san sang budc vao hanh dong cach mang cua tong
khoi nghia vii trang gianh chinh quyén trén pham vi
ca nudc. tao diéu kién thuan loi cho Tong khoi
nghia gianh chinh quyén trén pham vi ca nudc
thang loi.

Sau khi danh bai phat-xit Bac & chién truong
chau Au, Lién X6 tiép tuc chién dich danh Nhat
Ban ¢ chién truong Thai Binh Duong. Trudc suc
tan cong manh m& cua Hong quan Lién X6, quan
d6i Nhat Ban chiu nhiéu that bai niang né va phai
dbi mat voi nguy co that bai hoan toan. Tuy nhién,
can phai nhin nhan khach quan d4i véi tinh hinh ldc
biy gio. Viéc Lién X6 va quan Pong Minh danh bai
Nhat Ban thyc té chi tao ra diéu kién khach quan
thuén lgi cho cdch mang Viét Nam, chir khong phai

2 Duiker, William J. (2000), Ho Chi Minh: A Life, New York:
Hyperion, pp. 294-320.
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1a nhan t5 quan trong, c6 tinh chat quyét dinh. Boi
I&, phat xit Nhat tuy bi danh bai, nhung luc luwong
quan d6i Nhat & Pong Duong, ma cu thé 1a o Viét
Nam lic bay gio con rat manh?* va van co thé gay
khé khan cho luc lugng khéi nghia. Tinh tir khi
Nhat ddu hang Péng minh cho dén khi quan Dong
minh vao Viét Nam, thoi co cho tong khoi nghia chi
ton tai trong mot thoi gian rat ngan. Néu khong co
sy nhan dinh dang va chdp thoi co nhanh chong,
thoi co d6 s€ trdi qua, cach mang sau d6 co nd ra
ciing kho gianh thang loi. Khi Hong quéan Lién X6
danh bai d6i quan Quan Pong cua Nhat, ngay
15/8/1945, Nhat Hoang tuyén bd dau hang quan
Pong minh vo diéu kién. Viéc Lién X6 va quan
DPdng minh danh bai Nhat Ban d4 1am cho tinh than
linh Nhat ¢ Bong Duong, dac biét ¢ Viét Nam bj sa
stt nghiém trong, kéo theo chinh quyén than Nhat &
Viét Nam ciing da hoang mang dén cuc do. Day
dugc xem & thoi co thuan loi ma Pang ta da kip
thoi nam lay, 1anh dao, chi dao té chic luc lugng,
phat dong siic manh quan ching dé gianh chinh
quyén.

Trude d6, du bao truéc din bién tinh hinh thé
gidi, tir ngay 13 dén ngay 15/8/1945, Trung wong
Pang da triéu tap Hgi ngh; toan qudc. Ngay
13/8/1945, bang Cong san Bong Duong da ra Nghi
quyét: “Phat dong Tong khoi nghia gianh chinh
quyén trong toan qudc”. Trong d6 nhan dinh: diéu
kién khoi nghia da chin mudi va cir ra Uy ban khoi
nghia toan quoc. Ngay dém 13/8, Uy ban khai
nghia toan qudc ra lénh téng khoi nghia. Ngay
16/8/1945, Pgi hgi quéc dan quyét dinh thanh
lap Uy ban giai phéng dan téc Viét Nam (tac Chinh
phu 1am thoi) do 14anh tu H6 Chi Minh lam Chu tich.
Sau Pai hoi quéc dan, Chi tich H6 Chi Minh da giri
thu kéu goi dong bao ca nuéc: “Gio quyét dinh cho
vdn ménh dan téc ta da dén. Toan quéc dong bao
hay ding ddy dem suc ta ma tw gigi phong cho

2 Thyec té lyc lwong cua phat xit Nhat & Viét Nam lac d6 van con
khoang 100.000 quan, véi ddy du vii khi, trang bi va dong
nguyén tai cac vi tri phong thu cua minh (Smith, T.O. (2014),
Sdd, pp.41-42).

ta”?, Ca dan toc ta, véi quyét tam “...da hy sinh t6i
ddu, dit phai dot chay ca day Truwong Son ciing phdi
kién quyér gianh cho dwoc déc ldp? nhu su chi
dao cua lanh tu H5 Chi Minh, di nhét té vang lén.
Thuc hién chi dao cta Trung wong Pang, dudi sy
lanh dao tryc tiép cua lanh tu H6 Chi Minh, tir ngay
14 dén ngay 28/8/1945, tit ca cac dia phuong trong
ca nuéc di dung 1én tong khoi nghia gianh chinh
quyén thanh cong. Dén ngay 2/9/1945, Chu tich Ho
Chi Minh doc ban Tuyén ngbn doc lap, khai sinh
nudc Viét Nam Dan chu Cong hoa. Nhu vay, trong
Céch mang thang Tam, cung véi viéc tao thoi co,
Pang ta da dat dén dinh cao ciia nghé thuqdt ndm va
gianh thoi co.

Khi néi dén sy kién Cach mang thang Tam 1945
& Viét Nam, nhiéu hoc gia nudc ngoai da danh gia
cao sy kién nay. St gia nguoi My William J.
Duiker da binh luan: “Nhung chi riéng cdc diéu
kién khach quan thi khéng lam nén mgét cugc cach
mang, V& ¢ ddy céng lao thuéc vé nhitng nguoi
Céng san. Ho da cé thé chép lay thoi co dioc mo
ra vd cung thudn loi vao ldc két thic cugc Chién
tranh Thai Binh Dwong. O cé&c xi thuge dia khac,
khodng trong c6 thé duwoc lap day béi liee heong dan
toc chu nghia khong Cong san. Nhung ¢ Viét Nam,
cac phan tir dan téc chi nghia da khéng thé dimg
Ién chdp nhdn thach thizc [...] Chi ¢ Pang Céng
san Péng Duong sé hitu y thirc vé si kip thoi va
thau hiéu duwoc su tinh té co tinh chién lwoc cua
hoan cdanh dé ving lén ding hic. Piém cudi cling
nay méi la quan trong”?. Nha sir hoc ngudi Phap
Alain Ruscio ré ra cam phuc trudc nhitng thing loi
cuia nhan dan Viét Nam trong cac cudc khang chién,
dic biét 1a thang loi cua cuoc Cach mang thang
Tam ndm 1945: “Chién thdang nam 1945 cua Viét
Nam khoéng chi 1a si kién gay bat ngo, ma do ciing
la sw tat yéu mang tinh logic trong lich siz phong
trao dau tranh cua dan téc Viét Nam. Dac bit, Viét

25 43 Chi Minh (2011), Toan tdp, Tap 3, Sdd, tr.596.

% /6 Nguyén Giap (1994), Nhiing chéng dwong lich si, Ha Noi:
Nxb. Chinh tri quic gia, tr.196.

2 William J. Duiker (1981), Sdd, p.344.
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Nam la dan téc dau tién trong sé cac dan tgc trén
thé gigi bi thue din Phip dé ho da thanh cong
trong cugc khanh chién cia minh. Thang lei cua
cugc cach mang thang Tam nam 1945 dd cé anh
hieong rat 1o t6i phong trao dau tranh doi déc lap
Ciia cdc nwéc thuge dia trén thé gigi lac bdy gio,
nhdt la cdc nuéc ¢ chau Phi. Khi dé, Chi tich Ho
Chi Minh la nguoi c0 vai tro quan trong, la nguoi
dau tién tuydn bé déc ldp cua mét mweéc thuge
dia”®8. Ngay ca Vii Ngu Chiéu, mot hoc gia nam
trong nhom phu nhén vai tro cia Bang Cong san
bong Duong va Viét Minh trong Cach mang thang
Tam ciing phai thira nhan: “Thang loi cua Viét
Minh vao thang Tam nam 1945 la mét sy kién phi
thuong, trong dé ca 'diéu kién thugn loi’ va nding
luc cua nhitng nguoi lanh dao Pang Cdng sdn
Péng Duwong trong viéc khai thac nhing yéu to
thudn loi déu cé tinh quyér dinh”2°.

Nhin chung, luan diém “khoang tréng quyén
lyc” do Stein Tannesson va mot s6 hoc gia phuong
Tay néu ra chi cd thé duoc chdp nhian nhu mot cach
md ta tinh hinh Viét Nam sau cudc dao chinh quan
su cua Nhat trén ban dao DPéng Duong (9/3/1945)
va dac biét 1a diéu kién khach quan vé cing thuan
loi dé lyc lwong cach mang Viét Nam tién hanh
cudc Tong khoi nghia gianh chinh quyén ngay sau
khi Nhat tuyén bé dau hang Bong Minh. Tuy nhién,
khong thé coi diéu kién khach quan thuan loi nay 1
yéu t& quyét dinh nhat di din dén thing loi cua
cudc Cach mang thang Tam ma trong mot diéu kién
cu thé cd thé xem nd nhu mot “thdi co”. Va nhu
vay thi “khoang tréng quyén lyc” khong chi mo ra
thoi co thuan loi cho riéng Viét Minh, ma 1a cho tat
ca cac cac luc luong chinh tri khac c6 mat ¢ Viét
Nam Ic nay. Thuc té lich sir cho thdy chi c6 Viét
Minh tan dung duogc “thdi co” nay dé tién hanh mot
cudc tong khoi nghia gianh chinh quyén. Véi luc
lwong quéan ching déng dao, Pang Cong san Pong

% Ruscio, Alain (1985), Les Communistes frangais et la guerre
d“Indochine, 1944-1954, Paris: L'Harmattan.

2 Vii Ngu Chiéu (1984), Political and Social Change in Vietnam
between 1940 - 1946, Madison: The University of Wisconsin,
p.438.

Duong va Mat tran Viét Minh da chép thoi co, 1anh
dao cudc Tong khoi nghia gianh chinh quyén thanh
cdng trén pham vi ca nudc.

4. Thyc chit quan diém cua nhiéu hoc gia
phuong Tay vé “khoang trong quyén luc” 1a nham
lam giam (tham chi pha nhan) vai tro 1anh dao cua
Pang Cong san Pong Duong, sic manh cia quan
chung va di dén pha nhan su nghiép cach mang vi
dai cua nhan dan Viét Nam khoi dau tir Cach mang
thang Tam lich s& nim 1945. S¢ di nhitng nha sir
hoc phuong Tay néi vay la do ho chua danh gia
dung vé thuc luyc cua luc lwong cach mang Viét
Nam lic bay gio. Chinh nha sir hoc nguoi Na Uy
Stein Tgnnesson von ung ho luan diém “khoang
trng quyén luc”, sau khi xem xét lai van dé thi tac
gia ciing da khang dinh rang Cach mang thang Tam
1945 la cudc cach mang vi dai cua nhén dan Viét
Nam ma xét vé tinh chat, éng di khang dinh:
“Cugc cach mang ¢ Viét Nam nam 1945 la mot
“cugc cach mang gidgi phong dan tgc”, khéng chi
€0 vdy ma doé con la mét cuge cach mgng chinh tri
chong lgi nén quan cha thoi nat, va l1a mét cuge
cach mang xa hgi chong lai chi dat va nhitng nguoi
thu thué . Can thiy rang, dé¢ Cach mang Théang
Tam nd ra va gianh thing loi, ngoai yéu té khéch
quan dong vai trd quan trong thi nhan td quyét
dinh Ia sy 1anh dao cua Pang; 1a viéc Pang ta da
phat huy duoc sirc manh tong hop cua khdi dai doan
két toan dan toc va du doan thoi co chinh xac, chdp
thoi co kip thoi dé phat dong téng khoi nghia thanh
cong. Néu diéu kién chin mudi da dén ma khong
nam ly thoi co, chan chir, chd doi dich dau hang,
trao quyén doc lap thi co hoi ngan vang dé sé khong
bao gio dén; Cach mang Thang Tam s& khong thé
Xay ra.

Tir thyc té lich sir, c6 thé khang dinh rang, Cach
mang Thang Tam nd ra va gianh thang lgi nhanh
chéng la nho su tai tinh cua Bang va Bac Hb trong
nghé thuat chi dao va lanh dao cach mang; su chuan
bi chu dao vé duong 16i, vé luc lugng cach mang va

% Tgnnesson, Stein (1991), Sdd, p.416.
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viéc du doan thoi co, chép iy thoi co... Cach mang
thang Tam 1945 dién ra trong vong 15 ngay va da
dua Viét Nam tré thanh mot nudc doc lap. Bé co
duoc thing loi lich st d6 1a ca khoang thoi gian 15
nam dai chudn bi cia Dang Cong san Péng Duong,
cua lanh tu H5 Chi Minh va nhan dan Viét Nam.
Thoi diém dién ra Tong khoi nghia thang Tam
1945, phong trao cach mang ¢ Viét Nam da 1én t6i
cao trdo, quan ching cach mang, mat tran Viét
Minh di sin sang hanh dong véi mot khi thé chua
ting c6. Trong khi d6, quan Anh chua vao mién
Nam va quan Tuong chua vao mién Bic dé giai
gidp quan Nhat, va ciing 1a lac quan Nhat bai tran,
mat tinh than, ngdi cho quan Pong Minh dén tudc
vii khi, cac lyc lwong than Nhat tan rd hoic dau
hang chinh quyén cach mang. Nho vdy sic manh
cua toan dan Viét Nam duoc nhan I&n gip boi, tién
ti tong khoi nghia gianh chinh quyén trén ca nudc
mot cach nhanh, gon va thanh céng triét dé.

Nhu vay, véi lyc lugng déng dao dugc tap hop
va rén luyén dau tranh trong té chic Viét Minh,
ddng thoi véi mot 1anh ty dan duong xuét sic 1a HO

Chi Minh, nhén dan Viét Nam da dang lén tu giai
phéng minh chir khéng hé ngdi yén trong mong,
cho doi mot “khoang trong quyén luc” nao ca, dang
nhu 16i Tuyén ngon danh thép ctua Chu tich HO Chi
Minh tai L& Doc lap ngay 2/9/1945 da danh dau
viéc hoan tat qué trinh chuyén dich quyén luc chinh
tri vé cho lyc lwong cach mang Viét Nam thong qua
cuoc Cach mang thang Tam: “Phédp chay, Nhdt
hang, vua Bdo Pai thoai vi. Dan ta di danh do6 cac
xiéng xich thuc dan gan 100 ndam nay d@é gay dung
nén nuéc Viét Nam doc \ap. Dan ta lai danh dé ché
dé quan chi mdy muwoi thé ky ma ldp nén ché do
dan chu cng hoa™®t. Cach mang Thang T4m nim
1945 cua Viét Nam thuc su 1a cudc cdch mang giai
phéng dan toc di theo con duwong Cach mang Thang
Mudi Nga, nam trong quy dao cua cach mang vo
san thé gioi. Trong bdi canh thé gisi va Pong
Duong c¢6 nhiéu thay d6i, Pang Cong san Pdng
Duong va lanh tu H6 Chi Minh di nhan dinh ding
tinh hinh, dén dung va tan dung triét dé thoi co lich
St “ngan ndm c6 mot” dé gianh thang loi tron ven.

8 I—!é Chi Minh (2011), Toan tdp, Tap 4, Ha Noi: Nxb. Chinh tri
Quadc gia, tr.3.
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On the Western scholars' perspective

on “power vacuum” and the “opportunity-
seizing” capacity of Vietnam revolutionary
forces in the 1945 August Revolution

e Tran Nam Tien

University of Social Sciences and Humanities, VNU-HCM

ABSTRACT:

The 1945 August Revolution successfully
overthrew colonialism, feudalism and led to the
birth of the Democratic Republic of Vietham —
the new revolutionary state in Vietnam. The
1945 August Revolution was a significantly
historical victory in the cause of national
construction and defense of the Vietnamese
people. The victory resulted from promoting
national strength up from that of the time, in
which the national strength under the
leadership of the Indochinese Communist
Party and leader Ho Chi Minh played a
decisive role. However, many Western

scholars have different points of view in doing
research and studies on this historical event.
Many Western scholars believe that there was
a ‘power vacuum” in Vietnam; thereby,
Vietham revolutionary forces moved quickly to
fill the power vacuum, launching the August
Revolution and won by luck not by their own
strength. The paper focuses on assessing the
view-points of Western scholars on “power
vacuum” at its true worth, while confirming the
important role of Vietnam revolutionary forces
in “seizing the opportunity” to get hold of power
in the 1945 August Revolution.

Keywords: “power vacuum”, 1945 August Revolution, Viet Nam
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