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Pén Hindu gido & Thanh ph6é H6 Chi Minh
nhin t thdi gian van hda

e Lai ThiThu Trang

Trwong Dai hoc Khoa hoc Xa hi va Nhan van, PHQG-HCM

TOM TAT:

NGi dung bai viét trinh bay lich s hinh
thanh va phat trién cua nhing ngéi dén Hindu
giéo tai Thanh phé H6 Chi Minh duwéi goc nhin
van hoéa. Hién nay, c6 ba ngéi dén tho Hindu
giéo tai Thanh phé H6 Chi Minh vén dang con
hoat dong. Nhing ngéi dén nay cé nién dai
hon 100 ndm, do cong déng nguoi An nhép cw
vao Sai Gon xay dung. Sau khi hoa binh thiét
l4p lai tai mién Nam Viét Nam, trong méi quan
hé ngoai giao tét dep gitta hai nwéc Viét Nam

va An D6, ngéi dén duoc mé cira hoat déng
tré lai. Ngoi dén tré thanh co sé tin nguédng
clia rat nhiéu nguoi Viét, nguoi Hoa, nguoi
Chém, nguoi Khmer va nhitng thuong nhan An
D6 khi dén Viét Nam. Tuy nhién, hién nay tai
liéu nghién ciu vé ngéi dén con rét khiém tdn.
Bai viét nay bwéc dau phac hoa lai qua trinh
hinh thanh va tén tai hon 100 ndm cia nhing
ngéi dén.

Tw khoa: dén Hindu gigo, nguéi An, Sai Gon, Thanh phé Hé Chi Minh

1. Khéi quat cong dong ngudi An & Thanh
pho Ho Chi Minh

Quan hé¢ gitra Viét Nam va An Do c6 khoang
2000 nam va nhimng ngudi An Do dén sinh séng tai
TP. HCM ciing khoang 200 ndm nhung tu li¢u ghi
chép vé qua trinh dinh cu cua ho con kha khiém
t6n. Theo nhimg tu liéu ghi chép cua Nguyén Phan
Quang, nhimg nguoi An Do dén Sai Gon tir hon
nira thé ky truéc (tir nhig nam 70) va nhimg nguoi
dau tién phan nhiéu 1a nhan vién cua cac thuong cuc
Phap & An D9 tir cac thanh phé Mahé, Pondichéry,
Karical. Ho song ¢ cac khu cho cii, gan cac bén
canh. Ho Ia nhitng thuong nhan ning déng ho hoat
dong trong cé&c linh vuc thuong mai va tap trung
dong nhat 1a & khu cho gan trung tam.

Cong ddng nguoi An & TP. HCM duoc dan dia
phuong goi la “Cha” hoac “Cha Va” tr “Cha va”
lan dau tién xuat hién trong ghi chép cia Truong
Vinh Ky vé dat Gia Dinh tir dau thé ky XIX “tau

xanh, tau dé mang hang hoa chdt ngdt troi, tau be
cac nwoc Tay, Tau, Nhdt Ban, Thai Lan, Cha Va
déu téi Gia Pinh budn ban” (Nguyén Binh Bau,
1997, r. 26).

Trong cong dong nguoi An & Sai Gon dugc
phan ra lam hai bao gém: Cha Bombay va Cha
Chetty. Theo nhiing nghién ciru cia Phan Thi Hong
Xuan thi trong noi bo cong dong nguai gbc An con
c6 nhiéu cong dong dia phuong khac nhau. Tuy
nhién da s6 nhiing tai liéu chdng tdi thu thap duoc
chu yéu tap trung nhic dén hai nhém chinh la Cha
Bombay va Cha Chetty.

Nhom Cha Chetty: Ho 1a nhimg ngudi Tamil
dén tir mién Nam An Do. Cong dong ngudi An &
boéng Duong khoang 3000 nguoi thi nhitng ngudi
An dén tir Tamil mién Nam An Do da c6 dén 2000
nguoi (G. Vidy). Nhu thé cd thé thay nhém Cha
Chetty chiém uu thé tai khu vuc Pong Duong. Tuy
nhién, khong c6 sb liéu thong ké chinh xac vé nhom
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Cha Chetty tai Sai Gon. Nhiing ngudi Tamil dén tir
mién Nam An D¢ hay chinh xac hon 14 trong tinh
Madras hoic tir An D6 thude Anh, da sé 1 nguoi
Coromandel ngudn gbc huyén Ramnad, dugc ménh
danh 1a “malabars”, “chettiars” hay phé bién duoc
goi la “chettys”. Ho lam trong nhidu nganh nghé
khac nhau nhu kinh doanh vai, lua, d6 trang suc,
cho vay tién, hoat dong ngan hang, budn bén sita,
thuc pham, doi tién. Mot s6 nguoi Chettys két hon
v6i nguoi Viét Nam. O Sai Gon ho hinh thanh cac
trai sira.

Nhém Cha Bombay: Ho & nhimg nguoi gbc An
dén tir cac thanh phé 16n nhu Bombay, Delhi,
Bénares... nhung goi chung 1a nguoi Bombay. Ho
hoat dong kinh doanh cha yéu trén linh vyc to lua,
ho c6 nha, ctra hang tai Sai Gon. Ho la nhimng

~ Hinh L. Phu nit An D6 & Sai Gon
(Nguon: Pdo Hing, 2012)

thuong nhén giau co, ho ¢ nhiing cdng ty con, chi
nhénh tai Phap nhu Chottima, Nihanchand.

RAt it tai liéu miéu ta nguoi An Do tai Sai Gon,
nhung qua burc hinh chup lai cho ching ta hinh anh
cu thé nguoi phu nit An D6 va mot nguoi dan ong
Chettys. Trong tac phim “Saigon traces of the old
days” cua Dao Hung, tac gia ghi lai chan dung
ngudi phu nit An D6 voi méi téc béi gon gang, co
thé phan biét véi ngudi dan dia phuong & trang stc
sir dung. Phu nit An D6 mang rat nhiéu vong cb va
hoa tai (Hinh 1). Trang phuc nguoi dan 6ng Chetty
& Sai Gon nhitng ndam 1900, ho mac trang phuc
dolhi mau tring bén vai Vit mét cai khan (Hinh 2).
Mic du, séng chung voi nguoi Viét, ngudi Hoa
nhung phong cach dn méc cua cong ddng nguoi An
van duy tri theo van hoa riéng, dic trung cua ho.
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Hinh 2. Nguoi dan 6ng Chetty (1900)
(Nguan: http://www.ebay.fr/itm/CPA-Vietnam-Indo-Chine-
Cochinchine-TYpes-de-Chettys-a-Saigon)
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Vé sb luong nguodi An ¢ Sai Gon, theo nghién
cau ciia Nguyén Phan Quang c6 dua ra bang thong
ké qua cac nam 1897, 1903, 1905 nhu sau:

Bang 1. Thdng ké dan s6 Sai Gon
cac nam 1897, 1903, 1905

1897 1903 1905
Ngudi Phap 2.323 5.475 8.749
Ngudi Au khac | 164 300 152
Nguoi Viét 16.497 | 28.284 | 30.419
Nguwoi Khmer | 58 128 64
Nguwoi Hoa 13.113 | 12.103 | 14.035
Ngudi An 910 790 855
Ngudoi Nhat 98 61 120
Nguwoi Ma Lai | 164 424 245
Téng cong 33.000 | 47.500 | 54.700

(Nguon: Nguyén Phan Quang (7998), Gop thém tw
ligu Sai Gon - Gia Dinh nam 1859-1945, NXB Tré
TP. HCM, tr. 46)

Dua trén bang sb liéu qua cc nam, nhin chung
s6 luong nguoi Viét dong nhat, tiép theo dén nguoi
Hoa, nguoi Phap, s6 lugng nguoi An Do nhap cu
vao Sai Gon dung tha 4 chiém xap xi 2,7% (nim
1897), chiém 1,66% (nam 1903) va chiém 1,56 %
(nam 1905) trong tong s6 dan cu Sai Gon. Pay la
mot con s6 kha khiém ton, ching ta c6 thé hinh
dung cong dong nguoi An Do tir nam 1897 dén nam
1905 chi la mét cong dong nho. .

Trong bai nghién cau “Céng dong nguoi An ¢
Déng Duong” tac gia G.Vidy c6 dua ra mot bang
thong ké tén mot s6 thuong nhan nguoi An cling
v6i hoat dong kinh doanh va dia diém kinh doanh
cu thé cua ho. Dya trén bang danh muc vé hoat
dong thuong mai cua thuong nhan nguoi An', da
phan ho cho vay tién va hoat dong ngan hang, ho
tap trung chu yéu ¢ phd Ohier ma ngay nay la
duong Ton That Thiép, Quan 1, TP HCM. Cac hoat
dong kinh doanh vai, lya cta ho cling s6i dong
khong kém chu yéu tap trung trén con phd Vannier,

! G. Vidy: La communautte indienne en Indochina, in Sud - Est,
Paris, november 1949, n0 6: 1-8

ma ngay nay la duong Ngo Puc Ké Trong tac
pham “Tdi bac Sai Gon” cua Vii Xuan Ty ciing ghi
chép vé hoat dong budn ban nguoi An & Sai Gon
nhu sau: “dan 4n Bé Bombay déu bdn to lya gan
che Bén Thanh, tir mdy nam nay, hang Bombay bdn
chay lam, ho dam cho khéch trl bac ngan, nhwong
lai cho ho nhitng can nha dang & dé don thém cira
hang”. Nguoi Chetty ¢ Sai Gon, ho cha yéu buén
ban tién bac, ho 1a nhimg nguoi rat giau co “xa xa
thanh thj va ca nhiéu noi thén qué dwdi luc tinh biét
bao nhiéu dat cét ¢ trong tay ho. Nhing nha tranh,
nha gé ¢ ngogi thanh phan nhiéu déu thué dat céat
cua ho lam nha ¢. Ho con nudi dé, bo, ban sia.
Hau hét nhing che bua ¢ céc tinh trong Nam Ky,
ho d@éu bao thdu vé cho”. Nguodi An P dén Sai
Gon ho lam viéc ¢ nhiéu nghé khac nhau nhu: di
linh cho ngudi Phap, dua thu, gic cong, vién chuc
cbng s, budn ban keo, ruou ngoai, d6 ¢b, dd6 my
nghé, luu niém, buu thiép, tién xu... Ngudi An dén
Sai Gon con ¢ nghé danh xe ngua cong cong trong
thanh phd, ho chim ngya va huan luyén ngua rat
t6t. Bén canh d6 ho con nudi bo dé lay sira va bén,
thé nén dau thé ky XX ngay trung tdm thanh phé
van xuat hién con bo an co ¢ 1é dwong gan nhiing
con phd ngudi An sinh séng (Nguyén DBuc Hiép,

Hinh 3. Trén duong Catinat Sai Gon
(Nguon: Planté, 1910)

Tuy nhién, theo nhang ghi chép lich st va
nghién ctu cong dong nguoi An & Sai Gon noi
riéng va & Pong Duong noi chung, ho noi bat trén
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hai linh vuc kinh doanh chinh 13 to lua va cho vay
nang l&i, ho duoc miéu ta nhu nhitng thuong nhan
thyc thy va giau c6. Nhu vay, cd thé thiy nhiing
thwong nhan An Do dén Sai Gon clng voi nguoi
Phap thong qua con duong thuong mai, tuy 1a mot
cong dong nho nhung nhing ghi chép lich st cho
thdy da s6 ho rat giau co, ho kinh doanh c6 sy hau
thuan caa Phap. Cing véi su 16n manh vé kinh té va
nhu cu tin ngudng ton gido cia cong dong nguoi
An tai Sai Gon, ho d4 xay dung nén nhiing co s&
tén gido cho riéng cong dong minh. Vé khia canh
tén gido, cong dong ngudi An tai Sai Gon theo Hoi
Gido, Hindu gido va dao Shik. Nhung trong bai bao
nay, chiing tdi chi tap trung nghién ciru vé ngdi dén
Hindu gido nén khong dé cap cac co sé ton gido
khéc ciia nguoi An.

2. Qua trinh hinh thanh va phat trién caa
nhirng ngdi dén Hindu gido

Khi dén Sai Gon, nguoi An tap trung sinh song
va kinh doanh kha déng dtc trén dia ban quén 1, dé
lién két cong dong va tao diéu kién thyc hanh tin
ngudng tén gido caa minh, ho d& xay dung nhing
ngdi dén Hindu gido vao nhimg nim cudi thé ky
XIX. Ban dau, c6 bén ngéi dén Hindu gido duoc
xay dung, bao gém: dén Mariamman (45 Truong
Dinh, Phuong Bén Thanh, Quan 1), dén Sri Thenda
yuthupani (66 Toén That Thiép, Phuong Bén Nghé,
Quan 1), dén Subramaniam Swamy (98 Nam Ky
Khai Nghia, Quan 1) va dén tho than Ganesha (139
Thuan Kiéu, Quan 11). Hién nay, ngdi dén tho than
Ganesha hién khéng con hoat dong nira va dugc
thay thé bang céc Kién tric do thi hién dai ( Geetesh
Sharma, 2012)

2.1. Bén Sri Thenday Y utthapani

Pén tho than Sri Thenday Yuthupani mét tén
goi khac cia than Murugan. Than la con trai cia
than Vishnu va nit than Paraty. Vi than nay rat duoc
cong dong nguoi An ton tho. Dya trén nhiing tai
liéu chdng t6i thu thap duoc, ngdi dén Sri Thenday
yatthapani xuét hién nim 1880°. Ngbi dén dugc xay
dung ngay trong khu phd Ohier (nay 1a dwong Tén
Thét Thiép), dugc xem la khu phé tap trung dong
duc nguoi An. Day ciing 1 khu phé kinh doanh sam
uit cia cong ddng ngudi Nattukkottai Chetty® véi
hoat dong ngan hang, cho vay tién va doi tién. Trén
phd Ohier c6 it nhat mudi cira hang hoat dong kinh
doanh tién té, cho vay va ddi tién. Con phd Ohier
dugc ménh danh nhu khu vie doc quyén cia nguoi
An tai Sai Gon. Vao nam 1939 khi nguoi Phap
khuyén khich cong dong nguoi An Do mic trang
phuc Chau Au thi trong khu vuc cua riéng cong
dong nguoi An sinh séng va kinh doanh, ho van
mac trang phuc truyén théng caa minh va di lai trén
duong Ohier (G.Vidy). Trong btc hinh chup ngbi
dén Sri Thenday Yutthapani & phd Ohier, nguoi An
Do mac trang phuc truyén théng cia minh di lai
trén duong (Hinh 4). Trong thiét ké ban dau cua
ngdi dén, thap cua dén trén san thuogng cé kién tric
hoan toan khac kién tric hién nay. So sanh trén hai
birc hinh 4 va hinh 5 duogc chup tai cing mét vi tri
ciing cho thay kién tric khac nhau cia thap chinh
trén san thugng. Con phan kién trdc bén ngoai ngoi
dén duoc giir nguyén cho dén ngay nay.

2 Xem thém G.Vidy : La communautte indienne en Indochina, in
Sud — Est, Paris, november 1949, n0 6: 1-8

® Nattukkottai Chetty 14 t&n goi dé phan biét v6i cac nhém khac
cua chetty, ho dén tir huyén Sivagangai va Pudukotai Tamil
Nadu. Thuat ngit Nattukkottai Chetty ciing dé chi nhiing ngudi
giau ¢6 , ngudi s¢ hiru nhitng ngdi nha nguy nga & vung ndéng
thon. Nhom ngudi ndy xuat hién nhiéu & viing Chau A, ho ciing
xay dung nhitng ngdi dé&n Hindu ¢ sau qudc gia Sri Lanka (25
dén) Myanmar (59 dén) Malaysia (20 dén) Singapore (2 dén)
Viét Nam (1 dén) Indonesia (1 dén). Pa s6 nhitng ngéi dén nay
déu tho than Srithendayythapani.
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Hinh 4. Ngoi dén Sri Thenday Yutthapani
trong thiét ké ban dau
(Nguon: www.delcampe.net)

Vé khong gian kién tric chinh bén trong ngdi
dén ciing duoc giit nguyén cho dén ngay nay, duy
chi ¢o thap chinh trén san thuong duoc thay ddi vao
nam 1936. Thap c6 vom hinh nén (gopura) duoc
nhiing nghé nhan tir vang Tamil mién Nam An D
xay dung lai va giir nguyén kién trac cho dén ngay

1230. COCHINCHINE — Saigon
Temple Indien

Hinh 6. Ngoi dén trong thiét ké ban diu
(Nguén: www.ebay.com/itm/CPA-Vietnam-Indochine-
COCHINCHINE-Saigon-Temple-Indien

Hinh 5. Bén Sri Thenday yuthapani
(Nguon: www.panoramio.com)

nay (L& Quang Ninh, Stephane Dovert 1998:305).
So sénh hai hinh 6 va hinh 7, thap chinh cua dén khi
dugc xay dung lai nhin ti mi va ¢cong phu hon véi
rat nhiu tuong tho cua cac vi thin trong Hindu
gido dugc diéu khic trén thap.

Hinh 7. Chop dén Sri Thenday yutthapani
duoc thiét ké lai
(Nguon: Lé Quang Ninh, Stephane Dovert)
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Vé kién trdc chinh & bén trong dién tho qua
nhiéu nam khong c6 nhiéu thay doi ma chi duoc
trang tri thém. Bén trong ngdi dén chi cd su thay
d6i vé nén gach 16t san va thay doi vé dén trang tri
trén tran nha. Bén canh do, nhiing buc tranh tho
than Ganesha, than Krishna, than Laksami do
nhitng nghé nhan mién Nam An D6 thyc hién duoc
dung dé trang tri trén cac cot trong chinh dién.

Ngoi dén Sri Thenday Yutthapani ngoai chirc
nang ton gido, chuc nang sinh hoat vin hoa cho
cong dong ngudi An theo dao Hindu thi ngdi dén
gidng nhu mét ngan hang trung tam cho céc tin hitu
trong cong dong. DAi dién ngdi dén, bén kia duong
€6 mot ngdi nha trung bang: “tru s¢ cua hdi nguoi
Cha Chetty xudt xi tir Nam 4n” .

Vao nhiing ngay I& Ién cia dao Hindu, cong
dong nguoi An ciing tién hanh nhiing nghi thirc ton
gido linh thiéng caa minh tai ngdi dén. Ho tién hanh
rudce Kiéu vi thin ma ho ton kinh. Hién nay, khi mot
s6 lugng 16n thwong nhan ngudi An & Sai Gon da
tré vé nudc vao nhitng nam 1954 cling ngudi Phap
thi nhiing nghi 1€ nay hién khong con thuc hién nita
nhung ¢d xe ngua thi van dugc trung bay trong dén
tho. Theo truyén thong dao Hindu, vao nhiing ngay
I& 16n va sy kién quan trong nhu nghi 18 ruéc than
dugc da sb cac tin d6 quan tam va tham gia, ho tién
hanh nghi 18 véi tat ca sy ton kinh. Trong trang
phuc truyén thong cia minh, nhilng nguoi An Do
theo dao Hindu tap trung rat dong tai khu vuc ruée
than.

Trong buc hinh 8 dwoc chup nam 1912 tai khu
phd Ohier cho thdy khong khi dam chét ton giéo
ciia nguoi An Do theo dao Hindu. Cac tin d6 tap
trung rat dong va di theo kiéu rudc than qua cac con
duong gan khu vuc ho sinh séng. Trong mat nghién
ctru cua minh, G.Vidy dd miéu ta lai hoat déng tén
gido nay nhu sau “Ié hgi hang nam duwoc dién ra véi
tdt ca sw huy hoang cia phiong Pong, 1€ hgi vinh
danh, ca ngoi vi than. Vao ngay dé, mét cé xe bac
dwoc ruéc qua thanh phé trong tiéng dém cua dan
nhac An B¢ bao gom sao va trong”.

L.\ 1
Hinh 8. Cong dong nguoi Chetty

tham gia I€ rudc kiéu nim 1912
(Nguon: Pao Hiing, 2012)

Bén canh nhiing hoat dong rudc than, trong 18
hoi Thaipusam ho thuc hién nghi 1& hanh xac dugc
goi la Kavadi, ho mang trén vai nhitng khung hinh
lui liém duoc trang tri ruc rd. Trén dau cua tin do,
ngudi ta con dat mot binh trong d6 co chua sira. LE
hoi Thaipusam dién ra vao nhimg ngay tring tron
trong thdng maot va thang hai theo lich Hindu. Tén
Thaipusam dugc ghép tir tén cua hai thang, thang 1
(Thai) va thang 2 (Pusam). Nghi I& Kavadi duoc
thuc hién va ngay tring tron, dugc xem nhu ngay
cam ta va héi 16i. Pay 1a dip cac tin d6 tusng nhé
dén ngay nir than Parvati trao cho con trai minh la
than Muruga mét cay gido co wu luc vo song dé tiéu
diét 4c quy Soorapadam. Cac tin d6 Hindu ciing tin
rang ho s& dwogc got rira moi toi 15i vao ngay nay
bang cach thuc hién nghi thic tén gido nghiém khac
nhu xuyén cic vat sic nhon qua co thé, xuyén qua
ludi, qua miéng, mac cac vat sic nhon vao co thé.

Trong mét hinh chup nghi 1€ Kavadi tai Sai Gon
nim 1958 ghi lai hinh anh cua rat nhiéu tin d6
Hindu gido dimg xung quanh nguoi dan 6ng dang
thuc hién nghi 1& Kavadi v6i nhiing thanh c6 dau
lam nhon nham mé phong cdy gido cua than
Murugan st dung (Hinh 8). BPam déng sé theo chén
nguoi dan 6ng va di didu hanh qua cac con phd dé
tuong nhé vi than cua ho, than Muruga, vi than
tugng trung cho stc manh, tudi tré.
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1968 COCHINCHINE SAIGON Indien transpercé.de fiéches frainant le char de la divinifé

Hinh 9. Mot tin ¢6 Hindu gido thuc hién nghi 18
Kavadi trong I& Thaipusam
(Nguén: http://www.ebay.fr/itm/Ak-Saigon-Cochinchine-
Vietnam-Indien-transperce-de-fleches-trainant-char)

Sau nam 1954, khi Phap rat khoi mién Nam Viét
Nam, dé quéc My phéat dong chién tranh & mién
Nam Viét Nam, m¢ot bd phan I6n nhiimg thuong
nhan ngudi An da tré vé qué huong ctia minh hoic
ho theo nguoi Phap dén cac ving thudc dia. Bat dau
tir thoi gian nay, s6 lugng nguoi An & Sai Gon giam
dan. Ngoi dén ciing theo d6 ma vang vé. Sau khi
giai phong mién Nam Viét Nam nam 1975 ngéi dén
dugc trao cho ngudi An 1a 6ng Muthiah cham séc
ngoi dén. Cha cia 6ng Muthiah tén 1a Palanivelu.
Cha 6ng 1a mot ngudi Chetty. Ong Palanivelu dén
Sai Gon va két hon véi vo 1a nguoi Viét Nam, ho co
ba d@a con la Muttiah, Subramanium va
Arunachalam. Gia dinh 6ng Palanivelu phu trach
trong coi ngdi dén®,

4 Xem thém: Joseph R. Yogerst 1993: Vietnam, Prentice — Hall
Travel, page 22

Hién nay, nhimg thuong nhan An D¢ khi dén
TP. HCM ciing déu dén viéng tai dén. Nhitng nguoi
Viét Nam két hon véi nguoi An Do ciing thuong
dén viéng dén vao nhiing ngay cudi tuan. Bén canh
d6, nhimg nguoi Viét sinh séng va lam viéc gan
ngdi dén ciing dén thip nhang va ciu nguyén tai
day, nhung s6 luong nguoi Viét dén day khong co
nhiéu. Nhiing hoat dong tin ngudng ton gido cua
dao Hindu nhu 13 viéc rudc Kiéu than di qua cac con
phd hay thuc hién nghi thac Kavadi ciing khong
con nia.

2.2. Bén Mariamman

Trong khu vuc ngudi An Do tap trung sinh song
tai Sai Gon, con c6 Mot ngdi dén tho nir than cé tén
1a Marianmman. Dén tho nir than Mariamman nam
trén duong Truong Dinh quan 1, mét trong nhiing
con duong lau doi bac nhat TP. HCM. Theo Hé so
di tich va co so tin nguong qugn 1 ciaa Huynh Ngoc
Trang va Bang Van Ding thuc hién vao thang 3
nim 1991, dén Mariamman dugc xay dung vao nam
1885 trén manh d4t ngdi miéu ci®. Lic dau, day chi
12 mot ngdi dén nho don so, lop méi ton trén mat
bang ngdi miéu tan cua ngudi Viét thy Linh Son -
Théanh Mau.

Tur nhitng nam 1950 dén nim 1952, toan bod
ngdi dén duoc xay dung lai véi Kién triic nhu hién
nay la do nhiing ngudi Tamil trong hoi An kiéu lam
an sinh song tai khu virc quan 1 thuc hién. Ngoi dén
dugc xay dung mo phong theo cau triic dén Hindu
mién Nam An Do. Nhiéu vat liéu trong dén thd va
cac tuong than déu duoc nhap tr An Do va do
chinh thg thu cong ngudi Tamil xay dung.

® Bang théng ké dugc in trong Tran Van Giau, Tran Bach Dang,
Nguyén Cong Binh (cha bién) 1987: Pja chi van hod Thanh pho
Ho Chi Minh, Tdp IV Tin nguwéng- Tu Tuong , NXB TP. HCM,
tr. 99.
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Mariammane temple in Saigon,

Hinh 10. (1) Bén trong dén tho Mariamman (2) Céng dén
(Nguon: Tran Viét My, www.vietspring.org/religion/shiva.html)

Khi ngéi dén xdy dung xong, ngoai hoat dong
cau nguyén tai dén thi hang ngay, cong dong nguoi
An t6 chirc budi rude 18 16n nhét vao giita thang 10
theo lich Hindu gi4o. Nhiing budi 12 nay duoc Ong
Maroday® mét ngudi An lai Viét timg tham gia rudc
I& tai dén khi 6ng con tré chia sé lai nhu sau: Tir
nhimg nam con sinh séng & ngdi dén éng ting tham
gia rugc kiéu nir thin Mariamman tir trong chinh
dién di ra ngoai phd va di vong quanh mot s duong
phd xung quanh khu vuc dén tho theo nghi I& dao
Hindu & An Do (Hinh 11) Sau khi di qua cac con
phd, tuong nir than dugc dua 1én san thuong cua
dén va cac gi4o si (guru) thyuc hién nghi I bin cung,
nhiing mii t&n lam béng tre duoc cac gi4o si bin ra
tir t¢ phia va theo quan niém dao Hindu, nhiing ai
bt dugc miii tén nay s& dugc sdng giau c6 va hanh
phuc subt doi. Hién nay, ong Moraday da 16n tudi

® Ong Maroday ¢ cha 14 nguoi An D6, me 1a nguoi Viét tén
Trin Van Dé qué & Hooc-mén, éng da trai qua thoi nién thiéu
caa minh & cho Bén Thanh, dic biét, ng c6 thoi gian sinh séng
VA coi quén ngdi dén tir nim 1950 dén nam 1960.

va sinh song tai Panama nhung mdi khi c6 dip éng
van quay lai TP. HCM dé viéng dén Maiamma vao
nhiing ngay 1€ 16n caa Hindu gido.

Hinh 11. Ong Maroday dang khiéng kiéu nir than
Mariamman
(Nguén: Vicong Liém, http://newvietart.com)

Trong mot hinh chyp nam 1972 cho thay ngdi
dén nhin khé cii k§ khéng duoc trang hoang nhiéu
mau sic nhu hién nay. Hai bén céng dén chi c6 hai
ban budn ban nho (Hinh 12). Trong mot bic hinh

Trang 94


http://newvietart.com)
http://www.vietspring.org/religion/shiva.html)

TAP CHI PHAT TRIEN KH&CN, TAP 18, SO X5-2015

chup khac vao nam 1975, bén ngoai ngdi dén nguoi
dan ngdi budn béan cac loai thyc pham nhu rau, ca. ..
nhiig ngudi phu nir ngdi ban mac trang phuc 4o ba
ba va doi non 14 mot nét ddc trung vin hoa Nam Bo
noi riéng va van hoa Viét Nam néi chung (Hinh 13).

Hinh 12. Bén Mariamman nim 1972
(Nguon: www.flickriver.com)

Tuy nhién sau nay, ngdi dén duoc trao lai cho
cong dong nhimg ngudi An con sinh séng o Sai
Gon. Néu trude day, ngoi dén chi c6 cong dong
nguoi An dén sinh hoat tin ngudng, thi sau nay
nguoi Viét, nguoi Hoa, nguoi Khmer déu dén day
cling bai cau nguyén, khong phan biét tin ngudng,
tén gi4o nao. Trong chinh dién ngdi dén bat dau
xuét hién nhiing nguoi phy nir Viét Nam trong trang
phuc 4o ba ba dang thap nhang va khan vai tai ngoi
dén (Hinh 14).

Sau khi ngdi dén duoc chinh quyén mién Nam
trao tra lai cho cong dong ngudi An, nguoi tiép
quan trong coi ngdi dén 1a Ayyswamy Devar c6 dén

Sau khi thong nhat dat nudc vao thang 4 nam 1975,
chinh quyén cach mang da tiép quan ngoi dén va
danh mot phan lam xudng san xuat nhang, phan
khac trén san thuong ciia ngdi dén danh cho cong ty
ché bién hai san va phoi kho hai san xuét khau.

Y 7
o

Hinh 13. Bén Mariamman nim 1975
(Nguon: Alian Evrard, www.art.com)

tir Tamil Nadu’. Sau d6, ngéi dén dugc trong coi
béi mot ngudi dan ong gc An tén 1a Thach Raman,
ong dén Sai Gon tir nam 1928 tir lang Karakudi ¢
ving Tamil Nadu mién Nam An Po. Khi dén Viét
Nam 6ng két hon véi mot ngudi phu nir Viét Nam
tén la Thach Thi Léch. Ho ¢ mot nguoi con trai la
6ng Luxmanan. Sau khi 6ng Thach Raman qua doi,
6ng Luxmanan tré thanh thay té chinh ctia ngéi dén,
ong tiép nhan vi tri cia minh thong qua nguoi ké
thura.

" Xem thém: Mason Florence, Kobert Storey 1999: Vietnam ,
Lonely Planet Publiction, tr 55.

Mason Florence, Kobert Storey 2000: Ho Chi Minh
City (Saigon) , Lonely Planet, tr 88.
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Hinh 14. Nguoi Viét dén cling bai tai dén
Mariamman
(Nguoén: http://mww.vietspring.org/religion/shiva.html)
Tir nam 2005, trong quan hé tét dep gitra Viét
Nam va An D¢ ngay cang dugc mé rong, nhiing
ngdi dén duoc bao ton, nang cp va giao lai cho

phia Viét Nam quan ly hoan toan va Iam noi lui téi
sinh hoat cong ddng cua nhimg ngudi An khi dén
TP. HCM lam an. Hién nay, dén c6 mét ban quan Iy
riéng bao gém 5 ngudi, trudng ban quan ly hién nay
la 6ng Vuong Liém, 6ng 1a nguai Viét Nam. T khi
ngdi dén mo cira tro lai ngay cang ¢ nhidu nguoi
Viét dén viéng tai ngdi dén. Vao nhiing ngay ram,
bén canh sb lwong nguodi An, nguodi Hoa, ngudi
Khmer dén viéng dén thi nguoi Viét chiém da s.
Pén Mariamman dugc nguoi dan dia phwong goi
bing mot tén thuan Viét la “chua Ba” hoic la “chua
Ba Pen”. Trai qua mét thoi gian kha dai va co thoi
gian ngdi dén bi bo hoang nén mot sb kién trdc ngoi
dén bi xudng cap theo thoi gian. Tuy nhién, clng
Voi sy dong gop cua ngudi Viét, ngdi dén dugc tu
sira nhiéu 1an va c6 dién mao méi, khang trang va
ruc ro hon.

Hinh 15. (1) Canh déng duc bén ngoai (2) Viéng dén ngay ram théang Giéng
(Nguon: Lgi Thi Thu Trang, 14/02/2014, chup tai dén Mariamman)

2.3. Pén Subraminiam Swamy

Dén Subraminiam Swamy nim trén duong Nam
Ky Khéi Nghia, mét trong nhitng con duong lau doi
nhét va dong duc nhét tai Sai Gon. Ciing giéng nhu
dén tho Sri Thenday yutthapani, dén Subramaniam
Swamy tho thin Murugan con trai than Shiva va ni
than Parvaty. Subramaniam Swamy hay Sri
Thenday yutthapani chi & nhitng hién than khac,
tén goi khac nhau cua thin Murugan. Subramaniam

¢6 hai nguoi vo la Valli va Devasena. Khi nghién
ctru ngdi dén, ching toi khong tim thay tai liéu nao
chi chép chinh xac vé thoi gian ngéi dén dugc xay
dung. Nhung céc tai liéu ghi chép cho thiy su xuit
hién cua Navagrahas tai ngéi dén tr nim 1928
(Joseph R. Yogerst, 1993). Navagrahas bao gom 9
twong: Surya, Chandra, Mangala, Budha, Guru,
Shukra, Shani, Rahu, Ketu.

Trang 96


http://www.vietspring.org/religion/shiva.html)

TAP CHI PHAT TRIEN KH&CN, TAP 18, SO X5-2015

Ngudi tréng coi ngéi dén 1a 6ng Ramasamy, 6ng
khong néi dugc tiéng Anh va tiéng Tamil. Cha cua
ong 1a nguoi Chetty va me cua ong 1a ngudi Viét
Nam. Ong dugc sinh ra & Viét Nam, két hon véi ba
BUi Thi Yén va c6 hai nguoi con. Ong Ramasamy
con c6 hai nguoi em gai séng tai TP. HCM la
Luxshmi va Sitha. Sau khi 6ng Ramasamy qua doi,
ba BUi Thi Yén tiép quan cong viéc trong coi ngoi
dén. Ban dau, ngdi dén danh riéng cho cong dong
ngudi An va gan nhu cong trinh sinh hoat chung
cua cong dong. Ngoi dén con 12 noi té chirc 18 cudi
cua cong dong ngudi An. Hién nay, ngéi dén dugc
quan ly va to chirc cia ban quéan 1y van hoa quan 1.
Tuy nhién, nguoi Viét rat it dén day dé ciing bai.

So séanh tién trinh lich str cua ngoi dén Hindu
gido & TP. HCM voi nhimg ngdi dén Hindu giéo
trong cting khu vuc Pong Nam A, dén Hindu gido ¢
TP. HCM lai c6 mét tién trinh lich sir hoan toan
khéac. Ciing giéng nhu Viét Nam, Hindu gido khi
vao cac nudc nhu Singapore, Malaysia, Thai Lan
bang con duong thuong mai, hoa binh va cing tiép
thu vin héa An Do mot cach tu nguyén. Nhiing
hoat dong ton gido cia ngdi dén Hindu nhu: Sri
Mariamman, Sri Thenday Yutthapani ¢ Singapore,
Sri Maha Mariamman ¢ Bangkok, Thai Lan, Sri
Mahamariamman ¢ Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia déu
phét trién dan Ién cing voi cong dong ngudi An.
Nhiing ngodi dén nay déu co niém dai trén 100 nim
trong d6 c6 ngodi dén Sri Mariamman ¢ Singapore
4 ton tai dugc 187 nam®. Hién nay, nhimg ngdi dén
& cac nudc nay van giir nguyén hoat dong vin hoa
t6n gido cua minh nhu 18 ruéc kiéu than qua cac con
phd va céc tin d6 thyuc hién nghi thirc Kavadi. Vao
nhitng ngay 1& 16n caa Hindu gido, nhiing khu vuc
xung quanh ngdi dén & Singapore va Malaysia tro
thanh ngay hoi I6n diy mau sic va thu hat su chd y
khong chi cong dong cia ho ma con caa du khéach

® Nién dai xay dung cua cic ngdi dén: Sri Mariamman
(Singapore) nam 1827, Sri Thendayuthapani (Singapore) nam
1859, Sri Mahamariamman (Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia) nam
1873, Sri Maha Mariamman (Bangkok, Thai Lan) dugc xay

dung cubi thé ky 19.

nudc ngoai. Ngay I 16n caa dao Hindu o Singapore
va Malaysia d4 tro thanh thoi diém du lich tha vi
v6i nhiéu du khach trén thé giéi. Ngoi dén Sri
Mariamman ¢ Singapore dugc cdng nhan Ia di tich
cap quéc gia cia dat nude nay tré thanh mot trong
nhimg dia diém du lich cho nhiéu du khach quéc té.
S¢ di c6 su khac biét nhu thé 1a vi TP. HCM trai
qua hai cugc chién tranh chong Phap va chdng My,
chinh nhiing bién dong lich st nay tré thanh mot
trong nhiing yéu t6 anh huong sy hinh thanh va
phét trién cong dong nguoi An & TP. HCM. Trong
khi d6, cong dong nguoi An & Singapore, Malaysia,
Thai Lan ngay cang phat trién hon gitip ho duy tri
dugc hoat dong van héa ton gido cua Hindu gido &
bén ngoai An P9 khong bi mét dan di.

3. Két luan

Nhin vao toan b thoi gian tir khi nguoi An dén
Sai Gon cho dén nay, nhiing ngoéi dén thd Hindu
gi4o trai qua nhiig budc thang tram cing su bién
dong chinh tri & Viét Nam. Ban dau, cong dong
ngudi An xay dung dén tho véi quy md nhoé va tap
trung tap khu vuc quan 1, chi yéu phuc vu doi séng
tinh than cia nguoi An theo dao Hindu. Ho c6
nhiing con phd riéng, ho hoat dong tach biét véi
cong dong nguoi Viét va mac trang phuc truyén
thong cia minh. Nhiig ngdi dén Hindu dwoc xay
dung ngoai viéc thuc hién chirc nang sinh hoat tin
ngudng ton gido cho cac tin dd, cac gi&o si, no con
c6 chirc ning nhu mét ngén hang cho vay, chic
nang sinh hoat vin héa cia cong dong ngudi An.
Nhiing hoat dong rudc than, thuc hién nghi 18
Kavadi duoc thyuc hién riéng cho cong dong ngudi
An. Cac hoat dong van hoa ton gido nay dién ra rat
s6i ndi tai khu vuc c6 dén tho. Vao khoang thoi
gian nay, ngudi Viét khong dén cdng 1& hay sinh
hoat tin ngudng véi nhimg nguoi Hindu gido, ho
ciing khong tham gia vao nhing nghi 1& ruéc than
hay Kavadi. Nhiing ngéi dén Hindu gi4o nay hoan
toan khép kin voi doi séng tin ngudng va van hoa
cua cong dong ngudi Viét. Trong tién trinh lich sur
cia ngdi dén, da co thoi gian ngdi dén bi bo hoang
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hodc it duwgc cham soc khi mét lyc lugng I6n nhiing
nguoi An roi khoi Sai Gon. Chinh thoi gian nay
khién cho ngéi dén bi hu hai nhiéu. Khi hoa binh
dugc thiét 1ap lai tai mién Nam Viét Nam, nhiing
ngdi dén Hindu ciing budc sang mét trang sir mai.
Theo thoi gian, nhimg nguoi Viét dén viéng dén
ngdy cang nhiéu, chinh sy déng gop cua ho gilp
cho ngoi dén dugc tu sira khang trang hon, quan Iy
t6t hon va dan trg thanh noi sinh hoat tin ngudong
khong chi ngudi An ma con cia cong dong nguoi
Viét. So véi thoi diém ban dau, ngoi dén Hindu da
thay do6i mot so chirc nang hoat dong, dén khong
con 1a noi to chirc dam cudi, 18 truong thanh, noi
gan két cong dong nguoi An hay vai tro mét ngan
hang cho vay nira ma chirc ning chinh cia dén l1a
noi sinh hoat tin ngudng cua dong dao nguoi Viét,
noi thuc hién hoat dong tir thién x& hoi va nam
trong quan hé ngoai giao, van hoa gitra Viét Nam -

An Do.

Vé kién trac ngoi dén, trong sudt thoi gian hinh
thanh dén bay gio, kién tric chinh cia ngoi dén
khong bi thay ddi nhiéu, chi cd duy nhat kién trdc
thap trén san thuong dén Sri Thenday yutthapani
dugc xay dung lai vao ndm 1936. Trai qua thoi gian
dai, mét sb kién tric bén trong cia dén nhu gach lat
nén, dén trang tri, cling nhu mau sic tuong tho bi
hu hai va phai mo theo thoi gian duoc thay doi va
tan trang nhu dién mao hién nay. Trong tién trinh
lich str hon 100 nam, ngdi dén Hindu gido & TP.
HCM tir chd chi thu hep trong cong dong ngudi An
gio day ngdi dén mo cira phuc vu cho tat ca tin do
khong phan biét ton gido va téc nguoi. Nhu vay c6
thé thay, ngoi dén ciing chira dung trong né nhiing
gid tri lich su, gié tri van hoa cua riéng nd, 1a minh
ching cho mét giai doan lich sir gan lién vai cong
ddng ngudi An.

Hindu temples in Ho Chi Minh City
from cultural studies angle

. Lai Thi Thu Trang

University of Social Sciences and Humanities, VNU-HCM

ABSTRACT:

The paper presents the history of formation
and development of Hindu temples in Ho Chi
Minh City from the angle of cultural studies.
There are three Hindu temples in Ho Chi Minh
City. These temples have been over one
hundred years. They were built by the
community of Indian immigrants in Saigon.
When the South of Vietham was independent,
under good Vietnam-India diplomatic relations,

these temples resumed work. Nowadays, the
temples serve as the foundation of belief for
many Vietnamese, Chinese, Cham, Khmer and
Indian businessmen when coming to Vietnam.
However, current literature about the temples
is still modest. The paper initially outlines the
process of formation and over-100-year
existence of the temples.

Keywords: Hindu temples, Indian community, Sai Gon, Ho Chi Minh City
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